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THE COAL MINE SOUGHS DRAINING INTO THE RIVERS
GOYT AND SETT IN NORTH-WEST DERBYSHIRE
Chris Heathcote
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Abstract. This paper brings together evidence on soughs (mine drainage tunnels) in the Goyt and Sett river valleys near Whaley
Bridge, New Mills and Marple, highlighting a previously under-researched aspect of the local coal industry. Where possible the
location and known remains of each sough are given along with the mines/seams it drained, its length and any historical details.

Iintroduction (Fig. 1, overpage).
The upper section of the River Goyt from its head (centred SK
015 725) is flanked on both banks by relatively small outliers
of the much larger Lancashire coalfield which is situated to the
northwest of the region. In its mid-section from Whaley Bridge
in the south to New Mills in the north, it is again bounded on
both banks by larger outliers from the above coalfield. The midsection of the River Sett in the vicinity of Thornsett hamlet
(centred SK 015 870) has the same outlier to either side.
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Soughs draining into the River Goyt and its Tributaries
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Goyts Moss Sough (Plate 1.).
Location/remains. This sough discharges directly into the
eastern side of the River Goyt (SK 0161 7285) a short distance
downstream from Derbyshire Bridge. The gated entrance to the
sough has the appearance of an irregular opening at the foot
of the steep valley side. It discharges a steady flow of water
but in the wetter months the quantity increases. The level, at
the entrance, is driven in solid rock and appears to have taken
advantage of a bed of gritstone to form its roof, therefore no
walling is evident.
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The Rivers Goyt and Sett and their tributaries drain large areas
of high, desolate and un-cultivated moorland with high levels of
rainfall. These moorland areas contain, in parts, a large number
of largely undocumented coal pits, some of which must have
ancient origins. Initially the miners would have worked the
seams at the outcrop but as mining progressed and the seams
dipped deeper beneath the surface they would have encountered
water problems. Unfortunately, like the coal pits, any soughs
driven at early dates to unwater their workings are, largely,
unrecorded.

included are several incidental, short notes concerning some of
the collieries.
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For a detailed geological assessment of the areas noted in
this paper see Stephenson and Gaunt (1971) and Aitkenhead,
Chisholm and Stevenson (1985).
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An excellent series of plans of the collieries at Whaley Bridge
(Waterloo and Shallcross Hall) and one at Marple (Marple/
Peacock Pit) are now held in a private collection. They once
belonged to the Imperial Chemical Industries Limited Lime
Division at their Buxton office, and were, presumably, inherited
from the former Buxton Lime Firms Company. Copies of these
plans have now been deposited in the Mining Records Office
in Mansfield. Abandonment plans held here have also been
consulted.

Mines/seams drained. The sough was undoubtedly driven to
unwater the Yard or Goyt Coal Seam beneath Ravenslow Flat
in the bowl of moorland at the head of the Goyt Valley at Goyts
Moss (centred SK 020 715) (Roberts and Leach 1985). It is
possible that during the later development of the Goyts Moss
Colliery during the late 18th to mid 19th centuries that the sough
was extended to drain the seam in the area to the immediate
north and south of the Derbyshire Bridge carpark (Barnatt and
Leach 1997).
Length. Unknown.
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History. The date of drivage for this sough is likely to be around
1750. A recently discovered document in the Chatsworth
Archives (Jim Rieuwerts pers. comm. Barnatt 2006) appears to
give a date for the drivage of this sough. It is included in a letter
from James Brock to the Duke of Devonshire written sometime
after 1767, and notes

One of the soughs listed below, Goyts Moss, does not appear
on either working or abandonment plans and, in some cases,
full lengths of others are not shown (Bugsworth, Bank End,
Boothman’s Tunnel). Possible reasons for this might be that the
level was completely full of water, or that it had collapsed, or that
the owners were only interested in showing their workings within
the seam or seams as this is what was required by law from the
mid 19th century onwards. However, the greater number of the
soughs are recorded on working/abandonment plans (Shallcross
Hall, Walker’s Adit, Toddbrook, Waterloo, Diglee, Gowhole,
Eaves Knoll, Marple, Ollersett Hall, Aspenshaw, Thornsett Hey
Tunnel, Mellor). Soughs driven at an early date (John Olliver’s,
Shedyard, Ollersett Moor, New Milne, Whittle) have no known
surviving plans. Also the majority of soughs are un-named. For
the purposes of this paper appropriate names have been given to
each of the features. When describing the length (if known) of
each individual sough approximate distances will be given. Also
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That about the year 1750 there was a Drain or Sough brought
up at very considerable Expence to lay Dry the Kiln Coals (Yard
Seam) at Goits Moss.
A slightly later letter of 1776 written by the same man (Barnatt
and Leach 1997) states that he
…is laying out a good deal of money to improve the Colliery by
carrying up two soughs one of which is to carry boats…
Barnatt and Leach (1997) postulate that the sough which is to
carry boats is probably one of the levels driven westward under
Burbage Moor to intersect and drain the Ringinglow or House
Coal Seam. The other sough could be the one started in or before
1750 from the River Goyt and possibly suggests that it was still
being driven in the 1770s.
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west of the A5004 Longhill (Buxton) road. It passes beneath
the road at SK 0093 8000 and continues to the east beneath
Shallcross Hall Farm (SK 0111 7973). From here it continues to
a large fault located at SK 0145 7995. It appears to terminate at
this point. Therefore the sough is about 1000 yards in length.
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History. The above noted plan drawn by William Eagle &
Sons (mining engineers) in 1907 shows the supposed line of
the old water level. Two old shafts situated on the flat hillside
directly above and a short distance inbye from the sough tail
are annotated on this plan has Wheel Pits No. 1 and No. 2.
Farey (1811) notes that a waterwheel was located at Shallcross
Colliery to work pumps. The noted Wheel Pits No. 1 and 2
suggest that the waterwheel was perhaps located here and
could be a later reference to this item. If this is the case then the
waterwheel could have been located in the River Goyt to drive
a series of flat rods and cranks, perhaps to drain the Yard Seam
to a greater depth down-dip from the sough level. Alternatively
the waterwheel could have been located below ground at sough
level and used the water here to activate a similar arrangement
of pumping apparatus. However, it cannot be discounted that
the waterwheel pre-dates the drainage level. The sough must
definitely have been in existence by at least 1880 because the
two shafts noted above are shown on the Ordnance Survey map
dating from this period, at which time the map information
notes the shafts has Old Shaft and Air Shaft. Wheel Pit No. 1
(Old Shaft) is at present capped with a huge concrete slab while
Wheel Pit No. 2 (Air Shaft) appears to have been completely
covered by what was later an area of council waste tipping.
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Wheel Pit No. 2 is noted on a plan of the travelling roads within
the Yard Seam at Shallcross Hall Colliery (I.C.I Col/ 20. c1913.
Private Coll.). On this plan it is shown that the shaft was the
Second Outlet. Ladder Pit or escape shaft for the mine (see note
below concerning New Hartley Colliery). The plan quoted above
also shows another shaft (SK 0072 8008) a short distance to the
east of the River Goyt and simply noted as No. 3 Shaft. This
shaft must have been sunk into the Yard Seam to the west and
up-dip from the sough level, although its purpose is unknown.
Another shaft (SK 0135 7982) to the east of Shallcross Hall
(now demolished) is noted as No. 4 Shaft. This shaft was later to
become a ventilation shaft for the Yard Seam.
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Abandonment plan (No. 8042) for the Yard Seam, drawn in
1925, appears to show a short length of the sough at SK 0091
8005 in close proximity to two old shafts adjacent to the A5004
Longhill road. It is possible that one of these was an airshaft into
the sough. Another shaft situated on the approximate line of the
sough is shown at SK 0100 7981 to the west of Shallcross Hall
Farm. This could also be an old airshaft into the sough.
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Fig. 1. The Coalfield in relation to the Goyt and Sett Rivers.
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An abandonment plan (No. 3072) of the Burbage Colliery
drawn in c1895 of the workings in the Goyts Coal Seam beneath
Goyts Moss (centred SK 020 720) shows the area drained by the
sough. Unfortunately no detailed workings are shown, the plan
is simply annotated as Old Workings. Worked Out. No Record.
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Incidentally, from the main Winding Shaft at Shallcross Hall
Colliery (SK 0111 8028) an ‘inclined plane’ at surface was used
to take the coal downhill to the former Shallcross Yard on the
Cromford and High Peak Railway at Horwich End. The incline
is about 200 yards in length, flanked by banks at its lower end
and embanked at its upper end. The lower end of the incline
cuts through a small spoil tip from an earlier coal pit. Today the
incline is a public footpath.
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Shallcross Hall Colliery Sough (Fig. 2 )
Location/remains. The sough tail is located at SK 0095 8031
on the eastern bank of the River Goyt at Horwich End, Whaley
Bridge, to the south of Botany Bleach Works (now Clover
Chemicals Ltd). It appears that the sough portal could have
either collapsed or become filled with ochre forcing the large
volume of water to ‘boil up’ from beneath a tree at the foot of
the steep river bank and hillside.
Mines/seams drained. This level was driven to drain the Yard
Seam in the early workings in the Shallcross area that pre-date
the later Shallcross Hall Colliery. The abandonment plan (No.
8042) for the Yard Seam indicate that this dipped at 1 in 17
to the east of the sough. It therefore seems that the sough was
driven in the lowest point of the Yard Seam to gain the most
advantageous drainage.

Disaster at New Hartley (Hester Pit) Colliery, Northumbria.
1862.
On 16th January 1862 the main beam of the pumping engine
at this colliery broke and fell down the single 187 yards deep
shaft. The portion of the beam falling into the shaft collapsed the
timber brattice that divided the shaft into compartments (upcast/
downcast) and also collapsed the shaft sides. The falling debris
blocked the shaft above the Low Main Seam trapping 204 men
and boys who were underground. Rescue attempts to clear the
shaft continued for a week but it was to late to save the persons
entombed who had succumbed to carbonic acid gas poisoning.

Length. Abandonment plan (No. 2105) shows the supposed line
of the old water level. From the tail at the River Goyt it runs in
a curved route, possibly contouring with the Yard Seam, to the

This disaster was the culmination of others (Felling Colliery,
St. Hilda’s Colliery etc.) where the single shaft became blocked
by fire, debris etc. trapping miners underground with no means
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of escape. Legislation was introduced, after the New Hartley
Colliery disaster, making it compulsory for all collieries (old and
new) to have two shafts not nearer than 15 yards apart, to stop a
recurrence of the horrific events that befell the men and boys at
New Hartley (Jim Rieuwerts, Dave Williams pers. comms.).
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Walkers Adit. (Fig. 2)
Location/remains. This level, which was a dual purpose
tramming and drainage level (Leach 1992), was driven into the
White Ash Seam from the eastern bank of the River Goyt at SK
0101 8032 a short distance downstream from Shallcross Sough
(see above). Today there is a totally collapsed adit entrance that
issues a small flow of ochreous water. In close proximity to this
adit are the remains of another collapsed adit, also driven into
the White Ash Seam, the purpose of which remains obscure (but
see below). This adjacent adit tail appeared to be dry suggesting
that it is totally blocked.
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Length. The plan of c1907 (see below) shows the course of
Walkers Adit (Heading). From the entrance the level is driven
in a southeasterly direction for 152 yards it then turns to the
west and then south for 205 yards where it turns to the east
and continues for a further 108 yards, giving a total drivage
(pre-1907) of 465 yards. A slightly later un-numbered plan
for the White Ash Seam (see below)dating from c1908 again
shows Walkers Adit but on this plan the level is encroached
on both sides by the workings of the Shallcross Hall Colliery,
strengthening Leach’s (1992) observations that the level was the
main tramming road for coal from the White Ash Seam.

.c

Mines/seams drained. As stated above Walkers Adit was driven
into the White Ash Seam into the coal workings that pre-date
the later workings associated with the Shallcross Hall Colliery.
Leach (1992) states that The mine was very wet and Worthington
double acting pumps were employed to raise water and release
it into the River Goyt via Walkers Adit… This suggests that
water was pumped from the deeper workings down dip within
the White Ash Seam and released into Walkers Adit to flow into
the River Goyt. It is also possible that the adit was not originally
driven as a sough but that it later acted as a pumpway from the
deeper Yard Seam with the water being raised in the main shaft
and turned into Walker’s Adit at the higher horizon to drain out
to the surface.
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History. When this adit was originally driven is not known. Leach
(1992) states that …on the afternoon of Thursday 12th October
1905...three non-miners were killed…John Walker and several
men in ‘his employ’ were attempting to reopen an adit into the
bank below Buxton Road….three men visited the site to witness
the excavation and whilst standing at the entrance to the adit
the bank collapsed and engulfed them…It is possible that after
this collapse in 1905 another adjacent adit entrance was driven,
perhaps into more stable ground, answering the question why
two adits were driven within yards of one another (see above).
Therefore the above adits must pre-date 1905. Abandonment
Plan (No. 2105) drawn in c1907 by William Eagle & Sons shows
Walkers Adit but notes it as Walkers Heading and no workings
are shown in its vicinity. An un-numbered plan of the White Ash
Seam (ICI. Col/8.c1908. Private Coll.) dating from April 1908
shows Walkers Adit but fails to show the adjacent adit again
suggesting that it was totally collapsed and abandoned.
Farey (1811) records coal mining at Shallcross (or Shawcross)
but fails to note a sough at any of the locations noted above.
Leach (1992) states that the coal was conveyed from Walker’s
Adit across a bridge and into the nearby Botany Bleach works.
The supports for this bridge are still to be seen in the River Goyt.
Also abandonment plan (No. 2105) shows a coal wharf situated
at SK 0107 8040 alongside the A5004 Buxton (Longhill) road.
It is highly likely that some of the coal from the above adit was
taken here for local distribution. The site of the wharf is today
occupied by a row of private garages.

Fig. 2. Soughs draining into the River Goyt at Whaley Bridge,
Furness Vale and Bugsworth.
Toddbrook Sough (Fig. 2)
Location/remains. The sough tail is located on the western bank
of the River Goyt at SK 0092 8116 a short distance from the
Toddbrook reservoir dam wall and the childrens play area in
Whaley Bridge Memorial Park. The portal of the sough appears
to have become partially collapsed and silted, although a small
flow of water still issues above the silt into the short stone
walled tail leat. A crude type of sluice gate has been placed at
the junction of the tail leat and the river side in modern times,
perhaps to prevent river flood waters from entering the sough?
Mines/seams drained. The sough appears to have been driven
to drain, firstly the higher horizon of the White Ash Seam, and
secondly, further from its tail, the deeper horizon of the Yard
Seam. Other details are lacking.
Length. On the ‘mineral survey’ map (Derbyshire sheet VIII
11. Man. Cen. Lib.) compiled by William Eagle & Sons in
1900 for the Duchy of Lancaster the sough is shown running
for a distance of 100 yards to the southwest to intersect a shaft
alongside the childrens play area at SK 0085 8115. This shaft
is still evident although securely capped with concrete and
surrounded with fencing. From this point the sough changed
direction and headed almost due east for a distance of about
300 yards to terminate at a shaft alongside Reservoir Road at
SK 0059 8115 at the bottom of Hurst Clough. The site of this
shaft is marked by a muddy water-filled hollow surrounded by
a dilapidated wire fence. Another shaft was located part way
along this sough but it was obliterated by the building of the
Toddbrook reservoir dam wall in 1831.

23

This map also shows what appears to be a branch level leaving
the main sough level from a point beneath Reservoir road (SK
0065 8115) and heading almost due south and then east to
terminate at a shaft beneath Toddbrook Reservoir at SK 0072
8107.

Drainage Tunnel to River Goite. This tunnel was preceded by
a Later Tunnel at level of ‘Red Ash’ Seam in Shaft. This later
tunnel was at 67 yards depth within the shaft. In the later years
of the colliery’s life a pumping engine raised water from the 127
yards deep Yard Seam and discharged it into the sough at 15
yards depth (Leach 1992, Heathcote 2003).

History. Nothing is known of the drivage date of this sough
although the Yard Seam around the Toddbrook valley was
definitely being worked by the 1850s by John William Boothman
who was operating the Wharf Pit alongside the River Goyt at
SK 0105 8121 (Leach 1992). The obliteration of the shaft by
the dam wall suggests that the sough was in existence by at
least 1831. The abandonment plan (No. 4053) for the Whaley
Bridge Colliery (Wharf Pit and Railway Pit), drawn by William
Eagle & Sons in 1900, shows extensive workings in the area of
the sough in the Yard Seam, but fails to show the sough, which
seems unusual. The abandonment plan for the White Ash Seam
worked by the Wharf Pit and Railway Pit (same as above) also
fails to show the sough but the area to the west of the known
tail is annotated as Ancient Workings in the White Ash Mine. It
is not known where William Eagle obtained his knowledge of
the sough when drawing his ‘mineral survey’ map in the same
year.

Both of these tunnels were also used as main roadways within
the mine.
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Diglee/Whaley Moor Colliery Sough (Fig. 2).
Location/remains. The tail of this sough is located at SJ 9989
8289 to the east of Diglee Farm. It appears that the sough is
used to supply a concrete tank that is possibly for livestock use
(although this, along with the sough tail, was not inspected at
close quarters). Any overflow water from the tank flows along a
shallow field depression, runs beneath the farm lane, and flows
into Diglee Clough that links with the deeper Furness Clough
and eventually enters the River Goyt at Furness Bridge.
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Mines/seams drained. This sough drained the Yard Seam worked
by the Diglee or Whaley Moor Colliery situated to the south of
Diglee Farm (centred SJ 998 823).

Waterloo Colliery Sough (Fig. 2)
Location/remains. The sough tail is located in the east bank of
the River Goyt at SK 0115 8121 at the foot of a stone-walled
river embankment. In later years the sough portal appears to
have become blocked by ochreous deposits and blocked from
view by a modern large diameter water/sewage pipe which runs
parallell to the embankment wall. A large amount of water erupts
from above the ochreous deposit to spill over the water/sewage
pipe and fall into the adjacent river.
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History. The date of drivage for this level remains unknown.
Diglee or Whaley Moor Colliery was certainly in work by the
early 19th century (Farey 1811), but is highly likely to have older
origins. The level is shown on a plan of the Diglee area (New
Mills Local History Society D332/2) which accompanies a lease
dated February 1887. On the plan the ‘water level’ is shown
running due south from the Diglee Farm lane to the terminal
shaft. On the western side of the level are six equidistant shafts
which are probably airshafts into the level, these are recorded as
Old and filled up shafts. Immediately to the west of the shafts
it is noted Coal mines worked and closed. William Eagle also
records the ‘water level’ and notes that to either side of the level
that Pillars left for support of Tunnel (Cheshire sheet XXIX
- 3. Man. Cen. Lib.). It is therefore probable that the ventilation
shafts had become redundant but that the level was still used to
drain the workings at this later date.
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Mines/seams drained. This sough drained the large Waterloo
Colliery (later Gisbourne’s Pit, Whaley Bridge Colliery) opened
in 1815 by Thomas Guy Gisbourne to the east of the River Goyt.
This colliery with a lifespan of 96 years exploited the White Ash
and Red Ash Seams but mainly concentrated on mining the Yard
Seam at previously unworked depths (Leach 1998, Heathcote
2002, 2003).

Length. The length of this sough is recorded as being 1040 yards
from the tail to the terminal shaft at SJ 9980 8205.

Length. The abandonment plan (No. 3874) shows the tunnel
or sough to be 800 yards in length from the River Goyt to its
intersection with the Yard Seam. On its intersection with the
Yard Seam levels were driven both north and south within the
seam to give a total length of the sough of about 2000 yards.
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Bugsworth Colliery Sough (Fig. 2)
Note: The village name of Bugsworth, not the more modern
Buxworth, is used, contemporary with the mining documents
seen by the writer.

History. Leach (1992) notes the following regarding this
sough:
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Location/remains. The exact location of the sough tail is
unknown at the time of writing. The abandonment plan (No.
3927) for the Bugsworth Colliery shows the sough but fails
to show the location of the sough tail. The sough ran beneath
Knowltop Farm (SK 0239 8239) to the north of Bugsworth. It
presumably drained into the northern side of the Black Brook
somewhere in the vicinity of the Navigation Inn at Bugsworth
canal basin.

ow

nl

…that about the year 1817 one Joseph Gould commenced to
drive a ‘waterloose’ from the River Goyt towards Horwich
House. After driving it some 300 yards he abandoned it, but
soon afterwards, Mr. Gisbourne continued the level 120 yards to
the White Ash seam and a further 280 yards to the Yard seam.
Leach (1992) also states that ….a shaft was also sunk, known as
the ‘Pit to the waterloose’, but fails to identify the location of
this feature. The abandonment plans for this colliery, of which
there are numerous, also fail to show the location of this shaft.
However, recent investigations have revealed that the probable
location for the above shaft is at SK 0115 8120 within a small
area of waste ground sandwiched between the River Goyt and
the A5004 road within Whaley Bridge. If this is the case then
this shallow shaft, approximately 10 feet in depth, is only a very
short distance inbye from the sough portal perhaps indicating
that it was sunk for access purposes.

D

Mines/seams drained. The sough was driven to unwater the Yard
Seam at what later became known as the Bugsworth Colliery
(original name not known).
Length. The length of this sough remains unknown. The detail
shown on the abandonment plan (No. 3927) only shows a short
length of the sough (about 70 yards) heading in a southerly
direction from the colliery. If the sough drained into the northern
side of the Black Brook, in the vicinity of the Navigation Inn
(SK 0231 8209), then its length would have been about 430
yards.

Abandonment plan No. 3874 dating from 1899 contains a section
of the main winding shaft at this colliery. The section shows the
sough leading from the shaft to the River Goyt and owing to
the higher horizon of the shaft collar, in relation to the sough
tail at river level, the sough is noted as being 15 yards from
the surface in the shaft. The plan records Old Tunnel at level of

History. When this sough was originally driven remains unknown.
The only clue to its existence is contained on the abandonment
plan (No.3927) for the Bugsworth Colliery (centred SK 023 825)
when it was worked by John Drinkwater from 1889-1898. This
plan shows the sough to the south of the complex of workings and
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Incidentally the outcrop of the Yard Seam was worked by the
Hill Colliery situated to the north of Hill Farm in the mid 1920s
(Abandonment Plan No. 1872). This colliery (centred SK 028
832) was situated on the steeply rising ground between Hill
Farm and Throstle Bank Farm.
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simply notes it as ‘ancient water loose’. Although the surveyors
noted the sough they, unfortunately, failed to shows its entire
length. Perhaps they could only survey it for a short distance
owing to a collapse or other obstruction. A slightly earlier plan
(No. 2202) dating from 1887, showing the coal extracted from
the Yard Seam at Bugsworth by Thomas Bennett, fails to show
any trace of the sough. However, he did not extract the Yard
Seam as far south as the later John Drinkwater.
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Fig. 3. Soughs draining into the Rivers Goyt and Sett at Birch Vale, New Mills and Marple.

Farey (1811) records a coal mine at Bugsworth, although he
fails to record a sough in this vicinity.

Length. From the 1708 documentation the underground portion
of the sough had a total length of 320 yards. While being
driven different payments were given for this drivage and on
completion a final sum was to be given, as follows:
1. 40 yds….£3 10s.
2. 40 yds….£3 10s.
3. 30 yds….£3 10s.
4. 30 yds….£4 0s.
5. 30 yds….£4 0s.
6. 30 yds….£4 0s.
7. 30 yds….£5 0s.
8. 30 yds….£5 10s.
9. 30 yds….£6 0s.
10. 30 yds….£7 0s.
-----------------320 yds….£46 0s
£17 on completion
-----------------Total
£63
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John Olliver’s Sough. (Fig. 2)
Location/remains. From the details contained within an
agreement drawn up in 1708 it is now possible to positively locate
the tail of this sough at SK 0232 8293 at Ancoats to the north
of Bugsworth. The walls flanking the tail of the sough appears
to have been replaced by modern brickwork and water issues
from a central pipe into a stone-lined surface culvert. From here
the water flows alongside Ancoats Lane for a distance of about
240 yards, passes beneath the road, and drains into a clough
to eventually flow into the Black Brook at Bugsworth. On the
second edition Ordnance Survey map of 1899 (Derbyshire sheet
VII 11) the tail of the sough is shown as a well. The surface
culvert from the sough tail was constructed in 1708 and has later
been incorporated into a roadside drain leading from Laneside.
Mines/seams drained. Immediately opposite to Laneside Farm
(John Olliver’s residence c1708) is the location of a large shaft
mound, within a stone walled enclosure and covered in trees.
This is highly likely to be John Olliver’s Coal Pit (see below).
The eastern outcrop of the Yard Seam is known to run in a line,
from Hill Farm (SK 0262 8315) in the north to Chinley House
Farm (SK 0275 8262) in the south, at which point it is terminated
by a complex of minor faults. The outcrop of the Yard Seam is
about 200 yards to the east of John Olliver’s Coal Pit and dips at
about 1:6 to the west. The shaft would have intersected the Yard
Seam at about 100 feet depth which corresponds with the sough
tail being 100 feet lower in altitude than the pithead. The sough
was driven in a NE direction from the lane side at Ancoats to
the shaft.

History. A very detailed agreement drawn up in 1708 (DRO
D3470/6/1) contains much information regarding this sough
which was to be driven sometime after May of that year, as
follows:
Will Gaskill and Edward Johnson for the sume of £63 to be paid
as is hereafter specified. viz. they are to begin in the Han Coat
lane at Robert Bennett Cow gap a Sough up the lane making
the Sough 8 inches wide and 10 inches high and drive the level
to a pitt in John Olliver Meadow which is already sunken John
Olliver to find all stone and timber and to frame the same timber
headgears basketts and ropes, and to lend them three picks
making them as good again. the Money to be paid and they are
to draw the timber and wall the old pitt £15 to be left in John
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Olliver hands until the work be finished. not to leave the work
unless John Olliver orders.

nor either of them shall willingly leave the said work or any part
thereof at seasonable times whereby the same may be hindred
but shall perfect the same as soon as possibly they can and the
season will permit.

Articles of Agreement had made done Covented unto and agreed
upon this 5th Day of May in the Seaventh Year of the Reigne
of our Sovereigne Lady Anne by the grace of God of Great
Brittaine Ffrance and Ireland Queen defender of the Faith and
? Between John Olliver of Laneside in Bugsworth in the parrish
of Glossop and County of Derby Yeoman of the one part and
Will Gaskill and Edward Johnson both of the Township of Waley
in the parrish of Taxall in the County of Chester Miners of the
other part as followeth.
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And lastly the said John Olliver doth by those present
Acknowledge himself his heirs Executors and Administrators
firmly bound unto the said Will. Gaskill and Edward Johnson and
each of their Executors Administrators and Assignes in the ????
sume of (missing) pounds of lawful money to be bound upon the
said John Olliver his heirs Executors and Administrators and
upon his and their Goods and Chattells upon the breach of any
of the Covenant and Agreement herein before mentioned which
on the parties behalf of the said John Olliver and or ought to be
observed performed fulfilled accomplished and kept According
to the ???? and true meaning of the same. In witness whereof
the said John Olliver party to those present his hand and seal
hath hereunto putt the day and year forthwith written.

dm

Guild Hall
London
William Carrington

w

w
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At first glance the terminology used and sough dimensions
given are very confusing, but it is now believed by the writer,
by matching the description of features which remain on the
ground that the sough was constructed both as a surface culvert
and an underground level. The surface culvert is described thus
…driven a Sough up the lane called Han Coat or Brearley lane
beginning at or near a Cow gap leading into a certain wood
or clough belonging to Robert Bennett…making the same 10
inches high by 8 inches wide…

de

d

fro
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The said William Gaskill and Edward Johnson for and in
Consideration of the sume of sixty three pounds of lawful Money
to be paid to them by the said John Olliver in such manner and form
as is hereafter mentioned and declared. They the said William
Gaskill and Edward Johnson for themselves their Executors and
Administators and every of them do hereby Covenant promise
and agree to and with the said John Olliver his heirs, Executors
and Administrators and every of them by those present that they
the said William Gaskill and Edward Johnson or one of them
will drive or cause to be driven a Sough up the lane called Han
Coat or Brearley lane beginning at or near a Cow gap leading
into a certain wood or clough belonging to Robert Bennett of
Hill making the same 10 inches high by 8 inches wide so to drive
the said Sough or Level up the said lane to an Ash tree growing
in a certain meadow called the great meadow belonging to the
said John Olliver and from there to a New Shaft or pitt already
sunken in the said meadow, unless in the mean time they shall
happen to Come to the Coals and shall have already laid the
Coals in the lands of the said John Olliver Sufficiently dry,
Sinkeing so many Shafts by the way as shall be necessary for
doing the same. Also the said John Olliver finding and laying all
stone and timber on the ground and framing the said timber and
also finding timber headgears basketts and ropes necessary for
the said work and the said John Olliver is also to lend to them
the said William Gaskill and Edward Johnson three picks they
delivering them back as good as they received the same. And
they the said William Gaskill and Edward Johnson are also to
draw all the timber forth of the said pitt of the said John Olliver
and to wall the same. He the said John Olliver finding stone
and necessary for the same as said above. It is Covenanted
Concluded condescended unto and fully Agreed upon by and
between the said parties and the said John Olliver for himself
his heirs Executors and Administrators doth Covenant promiss
and Agree to and with the said Will Gaskill and Edward Johnson
their Executors Administators Assignes and every of them that
he the said John Olliver his heirs Executors and Administrators
or some of them will well and truly pay or cause to be paid the
said sume of £63 of lawful Money in such manner as is hereafter
specified and declared. (viz). For the 1st forty yards so driven
the sume of £3 10s. For the 2nd forty yards the sume of £3 10s
being the 2nd payment. and for thirty yards more the sume of
£3 10s. being the 3rd payment. And for thirty yards more the
sume of £4 being the 4th payment. And for thirty yards more
the sume of £4 being the 5th payment. And for thirty yards more
the sume of £4 being the 6th payment. And for thirty yards more
the sume of £5 being the 7th payment. And for thirty yards more
the sume of £5 10s being the 8th payment. And for thirty yards
more the sume of £6 being the 9th payment. And for thirty yards
more the sume of £7 being the 10th payment. And whereas there
is the sume of £17 yet behind of the sume of £63 it is agreed
amongst the said parties that £15 thereof shall remain in the
hands of him the said John Olliver until such time as they the
said William Gaskill and Edward Johnson shall have perfected
the said Sough and Tunnell and also drawn the timber forth of
the said shaft before mentioned and walled the same according
to Covenant and that the remaining sume of 40s shall be paid
by the said John Olliver unto them the said William Gaskill and
Edward Johnson as they shall have occasion or shall require
the same.

And for the better performance of all and every the Covenant
and Agreement above mentioned which on the parties behalf of
him the said John Olliver his heirs Executors and Administrators
are or ought to be observed fulfilled performed and kept he
the said John Olliver bindeth himself His heirs Executors and
Administrators each to other.

The surface culvert (sough) starts in close proximity to a field
gate (cow gap) at the head of a shallow clough (Robert Bennett’s)
and from here runs uphill alongside Dolly Lane (=Han Coat
(Ancoat) or Brearley Lane) for a distance of about 240 yards to
the sough tail at SK 0232 8293. The dimensions of the culvert
(10 inches high by 8 inches wide) match the ones given in the
document.
From this point the sough went underground
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…up the said lane to an Ash Tree growing in…the great meadow…
and from there to a New Shaft or pitt already sunken…Sinkeing
so many Shafts by the way…

ow

and to differentiate between the surface culvert and the
underground sough the following terminology is used
…the said Sough and Tunnell…

D

The shaft or pit must have been the one located opposite to
Laneside Farm. The yardage given in the document (320 yards)
matches exactly the underground length from the sough tail to
the shaft. What still remains a mystery is that no payment or
yardage is given for the surface portion of the sough or that none
of the men involved have signed the Agreement.
William Carrington, who signed the Agreement, was also
involved in the coal pits situated further to the north of
Bugsworth on Beard and Ollersett Moors (see Ollersett Moor
and New Milne Soughs below). Was this man and others
systematically attempting to drain the seams within this large
area to fully exploit the reserves?

And it is the further Agreement of the said parties to those
present that they the said William Gaskill nor Edward Johnson

Robert Bennet’s clough as noted above was later to become the
location of Bugsworth Colliery. The water from the sough ran

26

down this clough and at one point it was dammed to form a
pond presumably for use by the later colliery (Derbyshire sheet
VII 11c1899).

under the Shed Yard Estate belonging to Colonel Cavendish
(Plan No. 4470). The sough is shown and the long northern
branch is noted as Jig Brow in the Yard Mine indicating that this
was utilised as both a tramming and drainage level.

Incidentally a lease for working the Yard Coal at Bugsworth
Colliery (Duchy of Lancaster Coal mine Leases, Chatsworth)
dating from 1890 gives another name for Ancoats, Brearley or
Dolly Lane

A slightly later plan of c1886 (no. 1836) again shows the sough
but this plan shows the southern branch in the Yard Seam leading
to the Barn (later Dolly) Pit at SK 0218 8309.

This must be a reference to the Olliver’s of Laneside.
Gowhole, Jowhole or Lady Pit Sough. (Fig. 2)
Location/remains. This major sough is located at SK 0102 8383
on the eastern side of the River Goyt at Gowhole hamlet to
the east of Furness Vale. Today because of previous stability
problems at the sough portal its original form is masked by
modern brickwork etc. Originally it had a typical stone arched
tramming/drainage level entrance. It still issues a strong flow
of water directly into the eastern side of the River Goyt (D.
Brumhead. pers. comm.).

Watson (1993) states that

hs

Dolly Pit was connected to Lady Pit at Gowhole, where the other
end of the coal seam was located, by an underground passage.
As it was easier to dispose of excess water at the Gowhole
end….

dm

Mines/seams drained. The sough was driven to drain the Beard
and Bugsworth Colliery situated at SK 0135 8391 (later Lady
Pit). The level was driven eastward and eventually intersected
the Yard Seam. Levels were then driven north and south in the
Yard Seam to drain a vast area of ground. The northern branch
of the sough drained the workings beneath Shedyard Clough
and Bullbower Pit (centred SK 018 845), the southern branch
drained the area of workings beneath The Haugh, Cloughead Pit
and Dolly Pit (centred SK 020 835).

w
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This then suggests that the steam engine installed at Dolly Pit,
sometime after c1850, was purely for winding purposes only.
The Engine House (SK 0218 8309) still stands and is now a
private residence.

w

An Indenture dated June 1st 1888 describes a new spring of
water believed to have previously been pent up within the
rock and not to have flowed in any open or known channel
(Brumhead 1987). This spring was discovered when a short
side level was driven southwardly from the main sough and
must have increased the flow from the sough. The abandonment
plan (No. 4470) dating from 1903 reveals that the side level
and spring was located within a large downthrow fault to the
west. The level was driven for about 20 yards within this fault
to the Chain Pit 19 yards deep at which point it terminated. This
large fault marked the most westerly point that the Beard and
Bugsworth Colliery worked the Yard Seam. In 1907 the Buxton
Lime Firms Company Limited were showing interest in the area
to the west of the fault and described it thus (Duchy of Lancaster
coal mining correspondance. Chatsworth).

m

w

Length. The sough was driven almost due east from the River
Goyt for a distance of 750 yards at which point, on intersection
with the Yard Seam, levels were driven to drain the workings to
north and south. The northern branch was driven for a distance of
820 yards with the southern branch being driven for a distance
of 1100 yards, giving a total drivage distance of 2670 yards.

om

The last plan in the series dates from c1903 (No. 4470), when
the Beard and Bugsworth Colliery was abandoned, and shows
the sough leading from the River Goyt to intersect the main
shaft at the colliery at a depth of 40 yards beneath the surface.
The southern branch of the sough is noted on this plan as Water
Level and is similar to plan No. 1836 it runs to the workings
in the Yard Seam at Dolly Pit. Puzzlingly the northern branch
of the sough beneath the Shed Yard Estate is not shown, but it
could be that this portion of the sough was obliterated as the
remaining coal was removed as the owners retreated out of this
part of the mine.

.c

…and a road to a certain road or highway in Bugsworth…called
Dolly formerly Olliver Lane….

fro

History. An indenture dated March 25th 1853 between James
Carrington Braddock of Bugsworth and James Stott and Elijah
Hall (Brumhead 1987) states

de

d

All the Mine Bed or Seam of Coal called the Yard Mine….as
shall be laid dry by an intended tunnel or water loose to be
driven by them….and commencing near the River Goyt at or
near Furness Bridge….

Messrs. L. & E. Hall…worked the greater portion of this mine
and left an area unworked on the West side of a large fault…The
Buxton Lime Firms Company are considering Furness Vale as a
site for a New Colliery
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This highlights that the sough was driven sometime during
or after 1853. By 1856 the tunnel had been equipped with a
tramway and the coal was trammed out into a colliery yard
situated on the eastern bank of the River Goyt at SK 0099 8398
a short distance to the north of the sough portal.

ow

Boreholes were drilled to test the seam at depth but nothing
appears to have come of this proposal.

A Copy statement (no date) by James Stott, one of the proprietors
of Beard and Bugsworth Colliery states that

In the late 1880s Francis John Sumner inherited the Ollersett
Hall Estate at New Mills. The estate was serviced by an
inadequate water supply so he piped the water from Gowhole to
a pump house near Goytside Farm from where it was pumped to
a reservoir at Ball Beard. In 1907 the supply from Gowhole was
obtained by the New Mills Council and was used to supply the
town of New Mills (Brumhead 1987).

D

The Coal is laid dry by a Tunnel which forms an easy outlet for
a very large quantity of water and also gives the outlet for the
mine worked
The drivage of the sough could have been the cause of problems
lower down the River Goyt at New Mills. In 1854 Mr. Charles
Yates the owner of Rock Mill situated in the Torrs Gorge (SJ
999 852) wrote a letter to Messrs. Levi Hall and Co., coal
miners of Furness Vale, complaining about them polluting the
River Goyt (Symonds 1991). Were Hall and Co. allowing waste
from the sough drivage to be dumped into the fast flowing river
to be washed downstream or perhaps was it ochre that was
discolouring the river?

Shedyard Clough Sough (Fig. 2.) (Plate 2.).
Location/remains. The sough tail is situated on the very top of
the precipitous southern side of Shedyard Clough at SK 0165
8441. The bolt entrance is still open and issues slightly ochreous
water although the tail has been slightly modified using modern
paving slabs. The sough appears to be driven directly towards
the covered shaft and large hillock of the Bullbower Pit (SK
0215 8451). Equally spaced between the tail and Bullbower Pit
are four hillocks on the line of the sough which must mark the
sites of airshafts.

The earliest abandonment plan to note the sough dates from
c1869 and was drawn to show the workings in the Yard Seam
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May 31st 1728. Duchy of Lancaster.

Mines/seams drained. It is unclear which seam this drained
or indeed which mine/s. Taking into account its horizon level
(700 feet AOD) it cannot have drained the Yard Seam in the
Bullbower Pit because this seam is known to be at a depth of 122
yards beneath the surface (Abandonment Plan No. 4470) and
the sough cuts this shaft at approximately 50 yards beneath the
surface. It is possible however that the sough was later utilised
as a pumpway at this pit. It is highly likely that the sough was
originally driven further eastwards towards the coal pits on the
higher moorland between Bugsworth and New Mills (centred
SK 030 845). All trace of any further airshafts sunk on the
eastwardly range of the sough appear to have been obliterated
or perhaps never existed on account of the depth beneath the
rising slope?

…the 25th day of June 1711...upon the said parcel of land called
Beard Comon…Robert Mason, Paul Mason, Philip Ward,
Samuel Rowbotham and Joseph Rowbotham and others…under
direction of the said William Carrington, William Bennett, John
Mottram and John Shallcross or some or one of them have
opened, made, dug or sunk five or more Pitts or Shafts and
Soughs…and more particular by working, digging and making
a Sough from a place called Ollerset into the ground where
they have dug such Pitts and are driving and carrying on the
said Sough….to unwater or lay great Quantities of Coal dry in
another liberty belonging to them.
From the above it seems that the four partners (Carrington,
Bennett, Mottram, Shallcross) were constructing and driving
the sough illegally and without authorization from the Duchy.

om

Length. Through lack of documentary evidence it is difficult to
state the exact length of this sough. It certainly drains the shaft
at Bullbower Pit (see above) 500 yards from the tail. If the sough
was driven further eastwardly to drain the coal pits on the higher
moorland its total length could be anything up to 1500 yards.

.c

A slightly earlier dated letter of January 25th 1728 (DRO
D1673/2/28) gives more detail regarding the sough:
William Hoskins, Bernard Hales snr, Bernard Hales jnr,
John Shallcross, William Carrington, William Bennett, John
Mottram, Robert Mason, Paul Mason, Phillip Ward, Samuel
Rowbotham and Joseph Rowbotham.…part or parcell of
Ground called or known by the name of Beard Moore being
within Bowden Middlecale and being part or parcell of…the
Waste and Commons within the Manor and Forest of the Highe
Peake in the County of Derby…thereof that many years ago the
Defendant Shallcross began to make a Sough or Watergate in
the Liberty of Ollersett which adjoins to the said Beardmoor
and hath driven the same near Three hundred Yards into and
under that part of Beardmoor…

hs

History. A document recently discovered in the Chatsworth
House Archives (Chats. Bar. Coll. 456) pinpoints the exact date
that the drivage of this sough was commenced, and states:

w

w

.p
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January 13th 1810. Lease for 30 years between the Duchy of
Lancaster and Roger Jacson.

Therefore the sough had been driven for about 300 yards from
out of Ollersett Liberty into the adjoining liberty of Beard.

w

All those Collieries or Works of Coal called Ollersett Moor
Colliery and Beard Moor Colliery…within the space of four
years to be computed from the First Day of July 1810 make
or cause to be made a New Water Level within the several
Townships of Beard and Ollersett…to commence from a certain
place called Shade Yard Clough…for the purpose of draining
the water from the coal…lying and being within the several
Townships of Beard and Ollersett…a yearly rent of £50.

Hoskins v Carrington.

d

fro

m

Therefore the sough was started on July 1st 1810 from the side
of Shedyard Clough and from the above details it was intended
to drive it eastwardly beneath the higher moorland freeing the
coal pits therein of water. A sketch plan of these coal pits (Chats.
Bar. Coll. 456) dating from this period fails to show any trace
of this sough. The later abandonment plans for the Beard and
Bugsworth Colliery (No. 4470) who were working the area
beneath Shedyard and Bullbower Pit in the 1850s-1870s, rather
than the seam further east, also fails to show the sough.

The rare survival of a Coal Accounts book for New Mills and
District (DRO D3226 Z/1/1) covering the years 1711-1757
contains numerous references to the sough noted above. The
references are recorded in the accounts for individual coal pits
in the years 1716-1733. These dates are thought, by the writer,
not to specify the actual start of drivage but the dates when the
sough was being extended to reach individual coal pits. These
are as follows:

de

October 30th 1716. William Carrington to pay on the Sough
Account. £9/2/6.
May 14th 1717. William Carrington on the Sough Account.
£9/10/-. and 19/May 13th 1718. Jarvis Collier paid to William Carrington our
Sough Account. £12/14/6
Joseph Bennett paid to William Carrington our Sough Account.
£20
Jarvis Collier and William Carrington paid on Sough Account.
£19/18/William Carrington paid on Sough Account. £4/17/5 ½
Colliers Pitt. May 4th 1718. Received of Jarvis Collier of
William Carrington he is to bring into their Sough Account. £2.
Memo. June 4th 1718. We settled Account with William
Carrington about the Sough. £11/3/1 ½
November 4th 1718. Paid by Jarvis Collier to William Carrington
upon their Sough Account. £4
Wards Pitt. September 17th 1719. Paid Coals to the Sough.
£0/1/7 ½
December 16th 1719. Note this Account (William Carrington)
of this Date for Payment on the Sough Account. £25/13/4 ½
Burn’d Edge Pitt. May 11th 1725. William Carrington received
by Sundry payments for Soughing and Deadwork. £13/7/11
Edmund Bennett’s Pitt. 1733. William Carrington paid Edward
Bennett for draining down to his ground. £1/5/6.

D
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Ollerset Moor Sough (Fig. 2).
Location/remains. The location of the tail of this sough remains
unknown. The coal pits that it was driven to are known to be
situated on the eastern fringes of Ollerset Moor (centred SK 030
845). The most likely location for the sough tail would be at the
very head of Shedyard Clough (SK 025 846) although searches
in this area have failed to positively locate this feature. However
running into the head of the clough from the higher ground
to the east, and from the direction of the coal pits, is a very
well constructed ‘cut and cover’ drain. It is possible, although
unproven, that this is the remains of Ollersett Moor Sough.
Mines/seams drained. As stated above the sough was
undoubtedly driven to drain the coal pits situated on the high
moorland. These pits were mining coal from the Yard Seam a
short distance west of its outcrop and as the seam dipped to
the west and became deeper then water problems would be
encountered by the miners.
Length. Supposing the tail is located in the vicinity of the head
of Shedyard Clough and it was driven eastwardly to the pits
noted above, then it would have a length of 800-1000 yards,
although this remains unknown.
History. A letter dated May 31st 1728 (Chats. Bar. Coll. 456)
appears to record that the sough was started in or previous to
1711:

An isolated reference concerning Acre Piece Lower Pitt and
dating from March 1744 records that the pit was Loosed at this
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Eaves Knoll Colliery Sough. (Fig. 3)
Location/remains. The tail of this sough is located at SJ 9995
8535 at the foot of high gritstone cliffs in the Torrs Gorge at
New Mills. The un-lined square section sough is open and
issues clear water directly into the eastern side of the River Goyt
beneath the Millenium Walkway opposite to Torr Vale Mill.

time. This suggests that the pit had been freed of water. Acre
Piece Pitt is now known to be in a parcel of land (centred SK
029 834) to the west of Throstle Bank Farm on the western flank
of Chinley Churn. It is not known whether this pit was drained
by the sough noted above.
New Milne Coalpitt Sough.
Location/remains. The exact location of this sough remains
unknown. The Coal Accounts book for the New Mills area
(DRO D3326 Z/1/1) noted above contains accounts regarding
the New Milne Coalpitt. It therefore cannot be discounted that
this sough is identical to the one noted above. Although this
remains unknown.

Mines/seams drained. The sough was driven from the deep
Torrs Gorge in New Mills in a northerly direction to drain the
Yard Seam within the High Lee Colliery (centred SJ 998 861)
and Eaves Knoll Colliery (centred SJ 994 861) situated on the
high ground to the north of New Mills.
Length. The main sough was driven due east from the River
Goyt for a distance of 30 yards where it turns and heads almost
due north for a distance of 484 yards. The sough then turns
to the northwest for a distance of 110 yards in the vicinity of
High Lee Colliery. From here the sough turns to the north and
reaches a complex of ‘pillar and stall’ workings in the Eaves
Knoll Colliery after a distance of 286 yards. Situated almost
equidistant along the course of the sough are four shafts which
are highly likely to be air shafts. These are located, from south
to north, at SJ 9995 8541, SJ 9995 8560, SJ 9991 8581 and SJ
9985 8591. The shaft located at SJ 9991 8581 is in a field that
was called the Coal Pit Field in the New Mills Tithe awards of
1841(Weston 1985).

om

Mines/seams drained. The sough certainly drained the coal
worked at the New Milne Coalpitt (exact location unknown).
Which seam the sough drained is unclear it could have been
the shallower Little Mine Seam or the deeper and thicker Yard
Seam.

.c

Length. Unknown.

hs

History. An agreement drawn up in 1711 (DRO D3470/6/2)
indicates that by this date the sough had reached the ground
worked by the New Milne Coalpitt, as follows:

.p

In 1988, during construction of a car park for New Mills Primary
School the shaft at SJ 9991 8581 was discovered. It is circular in
plan and brick-lined and is about 250 feet in depth to the sough
level (Brumhead 2003).

w

w

History. In very close proximity to the sough tail are the deeply
carved initials and date J. J. 1851. These possibly belong to
Jonathan Jowett, of Mellor, who was very active in many coal
mines to the north of New Mills at this date. If this is true then it
possibly gives a date for the commencement of this sough.

m

w

Therefore William Vernon was to rent the pit from the above
mentioned men until 1716. Clauses were included in the
agreement stating that he could not sell the coal raised from
the pit for more money than the coal that was sold at the pits
belonging to the other party.

dm

…Covenanted Granted Concluded and agreed this Seventh day
of February Anno Domini Seventeen Hundred and Eleven by and
between William Carrington William Bennett and John Mottram
of the one part and William Vernon of the other part ….That the
said William Vernon….for the space of Five Years next following
the date hereof. All that Shaft or Coalpitt commonly called New
Milne Coalpitt with the Sough….thereunto belonging.

fro

The Coal Accounts book records that New Milne Coalpitt was
in work, sporadically, until 1739 but there is no mention of the
sough.

Incidentally a newspaper advertisement in the Manchester
Mercury in August 1794 could indicate that the area was already
drained by an un-recorded and un-located sough
To let, Eaves Knoll Estate. Under the whole of the estate is
a valuable coal mine laid dry without a fire engine, and now
worked by one coal pit (Brumhead 2003).

Bank End Colliery Sough (Fig. 2.) (Plate 3.).
Location/remains. The tail of this sough (SK 0025 8451) is
perhaps the most conspicuous within this list. It comprises a
slightly flattened sandstone arched entrance (in danger of
collapse?) of stooping height. A fairly strong flow of clear
water issues from the tail into a short leat and empties into the
western side of the River Goyt, on the opposite bank to Goyt
Side Farm.

de

d

From the terminology used it is possible that the above area and
coal pit therein was drained by a sough at this early date.

oa

Marple Colliery Sough (Fig. 3)
Location/remains. The tail of this sough is located on the steep
western hillside about 40 feet above the level of the River Goyt
and about 100 feet upstream from Bottoms Bridge (SJ 9659
8835) to the east of Marple. The sough still issues clear water
from a stone arched entrance. Originally the arching was only
about 10 feet in length, through loose ground, on reaching solid
rock the sough is driven as a stooping height level. Where the
arching meets the solid rock a collapse has occurred and the
subsequent pile of debris has partly blocked the sough causing
the water to back up within the level.

D

ow

nl

Mines/seams drained. This long level drained the Yard Seam in
the Bankend area at Newtown, in the north, and on its course
southwardly, running parallel to the modern A6 road, drained
the mines to the west of Furness Vale in Furness Clough and
ultimately the mines around Yeardsley Hall to the southwest of
Furness Vale.
Length. The total length of this sough is about 2100 yards from
its portal to the terminal shaft located at SK 0022 8316 in the
field to the south of the lane to Diglee Farm near Furness Vale.

Mines/seams drained. This sough drained the Mountain Mine
(Yard Seam) worked by the Marple Colliery (Peacock Pit) at SJ
9631 8842.

History. The exact date of the drivage of this sough remains
unknown. The abandonment plans (No. 7188) for the Bank End
Colliery (centred SK 997 843) at Newtown and dating from
1916 and 1921 show the sough on the southeastern boundary of
the workings and simply call it old adit. Alongside the sough,
workings are shown but again these are simply called old
workings.

Length. From the tail the sough is driven to the southwest in a
straight drive for a distance of 340 yards to a shaft alongside the
Peak Forest Canal at SJ 9629 8820. From this point it is driven
to the northwest for a further distance of 210 yards until it enters
an area of workings (centred SJ 961 882) to the southwest of the
Peacock Pit.
History. A plan of the colliery (ICI. Col/35. Private Coll.),
shows the sough or water level. The workings on this plan date
from 1884 to 1896 although from the position of the sough, in

Farey (1811) records that coal mining was being undertaken at
Bank End, although nothing is recorded concerning the sough.
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relation to these workings, it appears that it was possibly driven
before this date. It is possible that the sough originally drained
the earlier workings within the Mountain Mine (Yard Seam)
to the north of Marple/Peacock Pit at Bottoms Hall Colliery
(abandonment plan no. 1153) (centred SJ 965 890) and further
north at Compstall Colliery (abandonment plan no. 1078)
(centred SJ 965 900).

shown. This is possibly the location of waste from the drivage
of the tunnel (there are no waste tips evident at the location of
the entrance portal). If this is correct then it is possible that the
tunnel was driven previous to 1841, not the 1850s as stated
above by Brumhead (1987). The reason for this is that on the
tithe map, dated 1841, a small field enclosure is noted as Shale
Hillock waste (Weston 1989) on the exact location recorded on
the later Ordnance Survey map of 1898.

Soughs draining into the River Sett and its Tributaries.

The wooden shed noted by Brumhead (1987) as being the
housing for an electric pump once used to pump water from the
sough up into Birch Vale Quarry (SK021 866) is still to be seen
surrounded and almost hidden by a large bush on the opposite
side of the New Mills to Hayfield road, to the sough tail, at SK
0091 8595. The shed is today in a very dilapidated and ruinous
state.

Ollersett Hall Colliery Sough (Fig. 3).
Location/remains. The sough tail was at SK 0088 8598
immediately to the north of the A6015 New Mills to Hayfield
Road (Abandonment plan no. 7998). Today nothing remains of
this feature and the slightly ochreous water is culverted downhill
to issue from a pipe, situated beneath Watford Road Bridge (SK
0052 8640), directly into the River Sett.

om

Boothman’s Tunnel/Sough (Fig. 3).
Location/remains. The exact location of this sough cannot be
given with any certainty. A rough sketch plan dating from 1818
(Brumhead 2003) shows the approximate position of the sough
at Thornsett. This plan also shows noon sun directly to the east
of the sough. It is now known that a small mine called Noon
Sun was operating in the area in 1941 (Abandonment Plan
No. 13077) utilising an old adit originally driven pre-1875.
By comparing the three plans from 1818, 1875 and 1907 it is
likely that this sough was located at SK 0145 8702 although this
remains unproven (see below).

hs
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Mines/seams drained. This dual purpose drainage and, later,
tramming level was driven to drain the Ollersett Hall Colliery
(SK 0139 8571) situated at Low Leighton on the outskirts of
New Mills. It drained the Yard Seam at this colliery and possibly
the adjacent, more easterly, collieries of New Pit Pingot (SK
0217 8580) and Burn’d Edge (SK 0245 8578).

.p

Mines/seams drained. This sough undoubtedly drained the Yard
Seam at what later became known as the Birch Vale Colliery.

w

w

Length. On the plan of 1818 (see above) the length of the sough
is shown as only being 10 yards. If the speculation, by the
current writer, is correct then the sough was greatly lengthened
at a later date during the working of the Birch Vale Colliery (see
below).
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History. Brumhead (1987) states that this dual purpose tramming/
drainage level was driven in the 1850’s to drain Ollersett Hall
Pit and that the tramway, on reaching the sough portal (SK 0088
8598), continued downhill to an unloading point alongside
Watford Bridge road (SK 0052 8638). Abandonment Plan (No.
2866) dated 1893 shows Tunnel in Rock under the Big Mine
and the writer believes, by comparison with a later plan (No.
7998) dating from 1924, that this tunnel is a continuation of
the sough in a south-easterly direction towards the Burn’d Edge
area. On the later plan the tunnel is recorded as intake airway
and waterloose.

dm

Length. The length of this sough from the portal (SK 0088
8598) according to the abandonment plans (see below) is
approximately 1400 yards in a generally south-easterly direction.
Abandonment Plan (No 2866) appears to show that the sough
terminates beneath, and adjacent to, Hollinhurst Head Farm (SK
0188 8538). The writer believes that the surveyors have chosen
to end their surveying at this convenient marker point, but that
in reality the sough continues beyond this point for an unknown
distance towards the Burn’d Edge area.

History. The history of this sough starts in 1818 (Brumhead
2003) when
Joshua Hague of New Mills Collier and Anthony Ollerenshaw of
Raworth collier for several months have made a tunnel through
the stone in a close called Thornsett Brow…and by such tunnel
or sough to convey and bring out the Coal gotten…

d

Abandonment Plan (No. 13077) for the Noon Sun Colliery
dating from 1941 worked the Yard Seam by way of an old adit
or Old Horse Road (SK 0153 8701). On an earlier abandonment
plan (No. 5042) for the Birch Vale Colliery, dating from 1907,
this adit is called the Sett Day Eye and on the plan dating from
1875 (No. 444) it is called No. 2 Tunnil. On the plans dating
from 1875 and 1907 another tunnel is shown immediately to the
west. This is probably Boothman’s Tunnel or Sough dating from
1818 at SK 0145 8702.
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An indenture made between Isaac Brocklehurst of Lyme
Handley, Cheshire and John Bennett of Hayfield and dated July
1867 and concerning the mining of coal beneath the Ollersett
Hall Estate has an accompanying map of the area. This map
notes Tunnel at the location of the sough portal (D. Brumhead.
Private Collection).

ow

A slightly later lease of 1886 between Francis Sumner of
Gloucester and Thomas Bennett of Birch Vale (D. Brumhead.
Private Collection) notes the following:

If the above is correct then Boothman’s Tunnel/Sough connected
directly to the Horse Road noted in the section concerning
Aspenshaw Colliery (see below). Also the abandonment plan
(No. 5042) records that the sough would have been driven into
the lowest part of the seam therefore attaining the best possible
drainage.

D

…and of the tunnel and tramway herein after mentioned….
to draw convey and land the produce of the said mines of the
Lessee through or by means of the tunnel or driftway now made
under the lands of the Lessor…and upon the tramway….being
of the width of twelve feet with liberty to lay rails and sleepers
herein…tunnel entrance and tramway to be fenced off…stream
to be arched over if spoil encroaches within six yards…

Bate Mill Sough. An isolated, roughly drawn, sketch plan
discovered in the Chatsworth Archives (Barmaster Collection
456) shows two soughs (Batemill Sough/Lidgate Sough) located
in the Bate Mill area at Thornsett near New Mills (centred SK
010 870). Unfortunately no date is given for the document and
the details it gives are sparse.

The Ordnance Survey map dated 1898 fails to show the tramway
on the surface suggesting that the tunnel was by this date again
being used for drainage purposes only. A short section of the
tramway route is today used as a public footpath that crosses
the Sett Valley Trail near Watford Bridge road (centred SK 006
863).

Location/remains. No evidence for this sough exists, perhaps
it was only proposed but never constructed. From the plan it
appears that the sough was driven from the roadside at Bate
Mill.

The route of the tramway is clearly shown on the above map
and at a point mid way along its route a large hillock of spoil is
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Plate 1. (left) The gated entrance to Goyts Moss Sough,
Upper Goyt Valley, Derbyshire. (Photo - J. Barnatt).
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Plate 3. (above) The entrance
portal of Bank End Sough,
Newtown, near New Mills,
Derbyshire. (Photo - J. Barnatt).

Plate 4. (right) The stone
arched tail section of Thornsett
Hey Tunnel, near Thornsett,
Derbyshire. (Photo - J. Barnatt).
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Plate 2. (above) The bolt entrance to Shedyard
Clough Sough, Shedyard Clough, near New
Mills, Derbyshire. (Photo - J. Barnatt).

Mines/seams drained. If the sough was driven then it appears
from the sketch plan that it would have drained the workings,
presumably in the Yard Seam, of what later became known
as the Thornsett Hey Colliery (centred SK 003 875) beneath
Broadhurst Edge to the north of New Mills.

For the record, the Yard Seam was also worked from three adits
located on Thornsett Brows at SK 011 876, SK 0110 8751 and
SK 0110 8745. These small workings are shown on abandonment
plan No. 8854 dating from 1926-1927. Birch Vale Colliery had
a series of large stone built coal hoppers situated alongside
the minor Thornsett to Birch Vale road at SK 0151 8699. The
hoppers are shown on abandonment plan No. 444 for the Birch
Vale Colliery dating from 1875. These features survive and are
thought to be unique within the district and are certainly worthy
of note and also preservation (D. Brumhead pers. comm.).

Length. No scale is given on the plan so it is therefore impossible
to give any detail.
History. When this sough, if it was constructed, was commenced
remains unkown. The plan simply records New Suff to Bate Mill
and lacks any detail. This plan also shows what could be a branch
sough called Peterloo heading in a south-easterly direction from
Bate Mill Sough. It is possible that Peterloo was the original
sough level and Bate Mill Sough is a later development.

Thornsett Hey Tunnel (Fig. 3.) (Plate 4.).
Location/remains. The tail of this dual purpose tramming level
and sough is located at SK 0081 8715 on the western bank of
the Ladygate Brook. The sough discharges a steady flow of
ochreous water into a short leat. The securely gated entrance is
of square section but soon becomes drystone arched a few feet
in-bye.

om

Lidgate Sough.
Location/remains. Like Bate Mill Sough above, there is no
evidence that this sough was ever constructed. The plan appears
to show it running from the side of Ladygate Brook in a
northwesterly direction.

.c

Mines/seams drained. The sough is known to have drained
the Little Mine Seam and, further in, the deeper Yard Seam
associated with the workings of Thornsett Hey Colliery (centred
SK 003 875) and the adjacent Cave Adullam Pit or Broom’s Pit
(SK 0025 8749). It is also highly probable that it also drains the
Broadhurst Edge workings further to the west.

hs

Mines/seams drained. As with Bate Mill Sough, the sough appears
to be driven from the brook into the northern area of workings in
the Yard Seam, of the later, Thornsett Hey Colliery.

Length. During research for this paper an excellent horizontal
section of Thornsett Hey Tunnel was discovered contained
within documentation concerning the Lancashire coalfield
(Chats. Archives) (see below for details). The section shows that
the tunnel is arched for 167 yards. It intersects the Little Mine
at 477 yards from the entrance and terminates at the Yard Mine
at 649 yards from the entrance. The Abandonment Plans (No.
1990 & 1991) dating from 1886 show that at this point branches
are driven in both directions into a large complex of workings
beneath Broadhurst Edge.

dm

Length. Like Bate Mill Sough, details are lacking.

w

w

w

Aspenshaw Colliery Sough (Fig. 3.)
Location/remains. The tail of this sough was located at SK 0109
8779 at the northern end of Thornsett Brows and to the west of
Aspenshaw Hall. The sough drained into a small brook which in
turn drains into the Ladygate Brook. A search of the area failed
to locate the sough tail and it is possible that during the laying
out of the ornamental woodlands of Aspenshaw Hall the sough
tail was obliterated. All that remains today is a hollow at its site.
It is also possible that the later development of the Birch Vale
Colliery, further to the south, rendered this sough inoperable.

.p

History. Details are lacking, the plan simply records New Suff
to Lidgate.

fro
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History. Brumhead (2003) states that the tunnel was constructed

Mines/seams drained. The sough drained the Yard Seam in the
southern area of workings belonging to the Aspenshaw Colliery
(centred SK 014 878).
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Length. The sough was driven for 160 yards in an easterly
direction from where it turns to the south for a distance of 200
yards to intersect a block of ‘pillar and stall’ workings.
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History. The known record of this sough is shown on the
abandonment plan for the Aspenshaw Colliery (No. 2060)
dating from 1887. On this plan the sough is simply noted as
Tunnel Water Loose. The southern workings of the colliery
contain another level leading to the surface simply noted as
Tunnel Horse Road with its entrance being located on Thornsett
Brows (SK 0108 8755). This particular level is shown on an
earlier abandonment plan of the Birch Vale Colliery dating from
1875 (No. 444) where it is recorded as Tunnil. The workings of
the colliery at this date seem to terminate at this point therefore
the more northerly position of the sough is not shown. On both
the above abandonment plans the area of both the Water Loose
and the Horse Road are surrounded by Old Workings perhaps
indicating that both of these features pre-date 1875. The
Horse Road connects directly to an earlier tunnel/sough called
Boothman’s Tunnel or Sough draining what later became known
as Birch Vale Colliery (see above).
A later abandonment plan of Birch Vale Colliery (No. 5042)
dating from 1907 shows a short section of the Horse Road but
fails to show the sough on account that the workings shown did
not go as far north to the vicinity of the sough.

Details of the Thornsett Hey Tunnel.
STRATA DRIVEN
THROUGH

LENGTH
IN YARDS

Stone Arching
Rock
Shale
Rock
Bind
Shale
Bind
Shale
Rock
Bind
Rock
Shale rather wet
Rock
Shale containing Fault and water inlet
Rock
2 inch mine
Rock
Black Shale
Little Mine 14 inches
Rock
Shale
Rock
Bind
Rock
Bind
Black Shale
Roof Rock
Yard Mine and Floor Rock

167
8
8
13
24
5
6
30
1
7
22
56
3
7
4

Strata dips at 16 degrees to the east
Tunnel height 2 yards

Farey (1811) records a coal pit at Aspinshaw but does not record
a sough at this location.
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48
69
9
12
5
23
1/2
7 1/2
25
90

in the 1870s to bring coal from the mines on Broadhurst
Edge (Cave Adullam or Broom’s Pit and later Thornsett Hey
Colliery).

collection (WEA. Marple Branch 1989). On this plan of the mine
a brief note states Water Loose at 35 yards from the bottom. The
abandonment plan (No. 885) of the colliery shows a section of
the Downcast Shaft (SJ 9971 8809) which is 137 yards in depth,
9 feet in diameter, and sunk so that the shaft bottom intersects a
fault with a downthrow of 20 yards to the west which separates
the Mellor Colliery workings from the Broadhurst Edge Pit
workings which lie directly to the east. This latter colliery
ceased working Twenty Years since (ie 1858). The Yard Seam
in the Broadhurst Edge Pit workings is 35 yards above the Yard
Seam in the Mellor Colliery so it is possible that a short sough
was driven eastwardly from the Downcast Shaft through the
fault to intersect these higher workings. Water was then pumped
up from the 137 yards deep Yard Seam in Mellor Colliery and
discharged into the disused Broadhurst Edge Pit workings of the
Yard Seam at 102 yards depth.

However the Thornsett Tithe Award map dating from 1841
(Weston 1992) shows the bridge over the Ladygate Brook, the
route of the tramway from the tunnel entrance to the coal wharf
alongside Bate Mill road. Therefore the sough/tramming level
was certainly in existence by the above date.
Brumhead (2003) notes a document concerning Jonathan Jowett
dated 1827 which states
Brigrieve Edge or Broadhurst Edge Colliery is worked by
Jonathan Jowett…in the hamlets of Thornsett and Whittle…The
works are drained by a level…

It is possible, although unproven, that this water drained through
the Broadhurst Edge workings and entered the more easterly
adjacent Thornsett Hey Colliery workings to eventually emerge
at surface from the Thornsett Hey Tunnel (see above).
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It is possible that this is an even earlier reference to the later
Thornsett Hey Tunnel.

w

w
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When a Sough is not a Sough. Misinterpretation of mining
plans.
Railway Pit Sough (Whaley Bridge).
Leach (1992) states that From the Railway Pit the abandonment
plan shows a level running from this pit to the canal; the water
in this level can still be heard running through a grid alongside
the B5047 road before discharging into the canal. The current
writer, has on numerous occasions un-intentionally informed
interested parties that the brook portal discharging water into
the River Goyt, from beneath the canal, is a sough to the
Railway Pit. Recent investigations, both documentary and field,
have proved this to be incorrect and this is now believed to be
erroneous on several counts.

The only abandonment plan known to the writer, that shows the
workings of this colliery (along with the Wharf Pit SK 0108
8122) in both the White Ash Seam and the deeper Yard Seam is
Plan No. 4053. The level mentioned by Leach as running from
this pit to the canal, is in reality, a level that is driven within the
Yard Seam from the shaft to terminate beneath the River Goyt.
This level, according to the depths given on the abandonment
plan, would be approximately 230-240 feet beneath the river.
No level is shown, on the abandonment plan, in this vicinity for
the higher White Ash Seam.

w

Whittle Sough.
Location/remains. The exact location of this feature remains
unknown.

.c

As stated above the tunnel was also a tramming level. From the
entrance of the tunnel the tramway crossed the Ladygate Brook,
possibly on a wooden bridge, and followed the eastern side of
the brook to terminate at a coal wharf adjacent to Bate Mill road
at Thornsett. Little surface evidence remains of the tramway and
the coal wharf is now a childrens play area (SK 0085 8691). In
the nearby vicinity (SK 0078 8692) are large tips of spoil that
are believed to have accumulated on construction of the tunnel.
A short section of the tramway bed is visible near these tips.
The tramway is shown on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map
of 1880 but not on the later 2nd edition of 1898 suggesting that
by the later date the tramway had become disused and had its
track removed.

m

Mines/seams drained. It cannot be stated with any certainty
which mines or seams this sough was intended to be driven to.

fro

Length. Unknown.

History. The only clue to this sough’s existence is noted in a
letter dated 1787 (Chats. Bar. Coll. 460)

d

To Mr. Richard Evans and Mr. James Green.

de

Recently obtained colliery working plans (ICI. Col/12 c1902,
Col/13 n.d., Col/17c1902. Private Coll.) of the Whaley Bridge
(Waterloo) Colliery show the workings in the Yard Seam to the
north of the pithead (centred SK 015 820), they also show the
most easterly workings of the Railway Pit in the vicinity of the
canal and River Goyt. The level shown on the abandonment
plan (No. 4053) is also shown on these three plans. It is not
known if Leach was aware of these plans.
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His Majesty’s Attorney General of the Duchy of Lancaster having
being informed that you have invaded and trespassed upon his
Majesty’s Estate and property…in the Hamlet of Whittle…by
driving a Sough or Tunnel thro His Majesty’s Stone Quarries
in the said Hamlet…hereby give you Notice that unless you not
only desist…from proceeding any further in the said Sough or
Tunnel or if you shall presume to use the same, or if you do not
immediately secure and level the Opening you have thus illegally
made so that the same may be rendered wholly useless…at His
Majesty’s suit to restrain you proceeding with said Sough or
Tunnel and upon using the same…2nd day of Aug. 1787.

D

The water clearly heard running through the roadside grid is
now known to be the brook that runs down the clough between
Railway Pit (SK 0109 8179) and Hockerley Colliery (Mr.
Srigley’s Pit) (SK 0105 8186). The brook is culverted under
the railway, road and canal and discharges from an horseshoe
shaped portal (SK 0118 8179) into the River Goyt.

Nothing else is known or recorded concerning this sough.
Mellor Colliery Sough.
Location/remains. Apparently entirely underground from Mellor
Colliery Downcast Shaft into adjacent workings.

No obvious sough portal nor water is visible discharging into
the canal. In conclusion it appears that a sough draining the
Railway Pit does not exist.

Mines/seams drained. The sough drained the Mountain Mine
(Yard Seam) worked by the Mellor Colliery (centred SJ 995
882).

‘Waterloose’ to Wheel Farm. Shallcross Hall Colliery,
Horwich End, Whaley Bridge.
Leach (1992) states that water was raised from this mine and
released …into the Black brook (Randall Carr Brook) via a
drainage level which surfaced behind Wheel Farm. The current
writer, from the evidence given below, considers that this is
incorrect.

Length. If the hypothesis given below is correct then only 10-20
yards.
History. Little is known about this sough. The only clue to
its existence is noted on a plan of the mine held in a private
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The abandonment plan (No. 8042) for the Yard Seam at Shallcross
Hall Colliery dating from 1925 does indeed show an old water
level immediately to the west of Wheel Farm at Horwich End
(SK 0115 8043). The altitude of the Shallcross Hall Colliery
winding shaft collar (SK 0111 8028) is 650 feet AOD and the
Yard Seam is shown in the shaft at 528 feet AOD. Wheel Farm
at 590 feet AOD is 62 feet higher in altitude than the old water
level in the Yard Seam, therefore rendering a sough draining out
at this locality an impossibility.

Mills area and kindly allowed usage of his copy of the New Mills
Coal Accounts Book and other documentation from his personal
collection. Phil Shaw, John Barnatt, Derek Brumhead and Jim
Rieuwerts have, as ever, been interested and good companions
on our numerous walks around the coal mining areas noted in this
paper. John Barnatt kindly commented on a draft of this paper
and also provided the photographs for the same. Jim Rieuwerts
and Dave Williams kindly supplied the information concerning
the 1862 disaster at New Hartley Colliery, Northumbria. Thanks
are also given to the staff at Derbyshire Records Office, Matlock,
for their help and assistance.

Final remarks
At the time of writing, this list is as comprehensive as possible
and includes all soughs where evidence has been identified..
However, many mining leases for the areas under discussion,
apart from giving details on the mining operations, rents to be
paid and extent of workings, also mention that ‘water levels’,
‘soughs’ or ‘drains’ could be driven to unwater the workings
if this proved desirable. It is therefore highly likely that more
soughs existed, within the areas under discussion, but their date
of drivage, location and extent appear to have gone unrecorded
and therefore forgotten.
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Appendix 1. Details of the soughs.
DATE
DRIVEN

LENGTH
(Approx.)

CURRENT
STATUS

GRID REF
OF TAIL

NOTES

Goyts Moss*

pre 1750

unknown

open

SK 01617285

Issues water from
securely gated entrance

Shallcross Hall
Colliery*

poss. pre 1881

1000 yds

closed

SK 00958031

Issues water from above ochre deposit

Walker’s Adit*

pre 1905

465 yards

closed

SK 01018032

Issues slight trickle from collapse

Waterloo
Colliery*

c1817

2000 yards

closed

SK 01158121

Issues water from above ochre deposit

Toddbrook*

pre 1831

400 yards

closed

SK 00958116

Issues water from above silt deposit

Diglee/Whaley
Moor*

pre 1887

1040 yards

unknown

SJ 9989 8289

Issues water into livestock water tank?

Bugsworth
Colliery*

Pre 1865

430 yards

unknown

unknown

John Olliver’s*

c1708

surface culvert
closed
200 yards
underground level
320 yards

SK 02328293

Gowhole/Jowhole/ c1853
/Lady Pit*

2670 yards

open

SK 01028383

Bank End
Colliery*

2100 yards

open

Shedyard Clough* c1810

500 yards+

open

Ollersett Moor*

Pre 1711

unknown

unknown

New Milne
Coal Pitt*

Possibly same
as above

possibly same
as above

Eaves Knoll
Colliery*

c1851?

910 yards

Ollersett Hall
Colliery**

c1841?

1400 yards+

Boothman’s
Tunnel**

c1818

Aspenshaw
Colliery**

pre 1877

.c
hs

dm

Issues water from pipe into roadside
surface culvert or ‘sough’

w

SK 00258451

w

SK 01658441

Issues strong flow of water from entrance
Issues water from bolt entrance

m

unknown

open

SJ 9995 8535

Issues water from beneath Millenium
Walkway

closed

SK 00888598

Tail obliterated-water issues from culvert
pipe beneath Watford Bridge

unknown

SK 01458702
(poss.)

possibly later extended to drain
Birch Vale Colliery

360 yards

closed

SK 01098779

Tail obliterated
Issues strong flow of water from gated
entrance

fro

possibly same
as above
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10 yards+
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Issues strong flow of water from entrance

possibly same
as above

d
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SOUGH
NAME

pre 1841

649 yards+

open

SK 00818715

Whittle **

c1787

unknown

unknown

unknown

Bate Mill

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

Lidgate

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

Marple Colliery*

pre 1894

550 yards

open

SJ 9659 8835

Issues water from partly collapsed arched
entrance

Mellor Colliery** pre 1878

10-20 yards?

N/A

N/A

Drained into Broadhurst
Edge Pit workings ?

* Drains into River Goyt

** Drains into River Sett

D

Thornsett Hey
Tunnel**
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COLLIERY
OPENED

DRAINED BY
SOUGH

SEAM/S
DRAINED

COLLIERY PITHEAD
GRID REF.

Goyts Moss

pre 1751

Goyts Moss

Yard

centred SK 020 715

Shallcross Hall/ Brickbarn

originally pre 1811
re-opened 1909

Shallcross Hall

Yard

SK 0111 8028

As above

as above

Walker’s Adit

White Ash

As above

Wharf

1850

Toddbrook

White Ash/Yard

SK 0105 8121

Waterloo/Gisbourne’s/
Whaley Bridge

1815

Waterloo

Yard

SK 0115 8121

Diglee/Whaley Moor

pre 1811

Diglee

Yard

centred SJ 998 823

Bugsworth

pre 1811

Bugsworth

Yard

centred SK 023 825

John Olliver’s

pre 1708

John Olliver’s

Yard

SK 0250 8319

Beard/Beard &
Bugsworth/Lady Pit

1816

Gowhole/Jowhole/
Lady Pit

Yard

SK 0102 8383

Mr. Drinkwater’s/
Clough Head/ Old Dolly

pre 1823

as above

Yard

Barn/Dolly

c1850

as above

Yard

Bullbower

pre 1856

as above

SK 0215 8451

Bank End

pre 1811

Bank End

Yard

centred SJ 997 843

Ollersett Moor

pre1810

Shedyard Clough
& Ollersett Moor

New Milne

pre 1711

New Milne

Beard Moor

pre 1810

Shedyard Clough

Eaves Knoll

pre 1794

High Lee

pre 1882

Ollersett Hall

pre 1890

New Pit Pingot
Burn’d Edge

hs

.c

om

COLLIERY
NAME/S

.p

Appendix 2. Details of the collieries drained by the soughs.

dm

SK 0230 8355

w

w

Yard

SK 0218 8309

centred SK 030 845

Yard

unknown

Yard

centred SK 030 845

Eaves Knoll

Yard

centred SJ 994 861

as above

Yard

centred 998 861

Ollersett Hall

Yard

SK 0139 8571

1888

as above

Yard

SK 0217 8580

pre 1811

as above

Yard

SK 0245 8578

pre 1818

Boothman’s Tunnel

Yard

centred SK 015 875

1941

as above

Yard

SK 0153 8701 (Adit)

Aspenshaw

pre 1811

Aspenshaw

Yard

centred SK 014 878

Thornsett Hey

pre 1876

Thornsett Hey

Little/Yard

centred SK 003 875

Cave Adullam or Broom’s

pre 1876

as above

Little/Yard

SK 0025 8749

Marple/Peacock Pit

1860

Marple

Yard

SJ 9631 8842

Bottoms Hall

pre 1849

Marple ?

Yard

centred SJ 965 890

Compstall

pre 1840

Marple?

Yard

centred SJ 965900 900

Mellor

pre 1841

Mellor

Yard

SJ 9971 8809
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Birch Vale

w

Yard
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