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WATER ICICLE CLOSE MINE, MO.TI ASH 

by 

M.E. Sh!ITH

The shaft is located on the left hand side at the top of Derby Lane 
close by the long plantation(N.G.R. l60648)at an altitude of 1,109 feet 
O.D. The mine was re-entered by P.D.M.H.S. members in June 1967. It 
v1as then partly covered by a large limestone slab but has since been 
reinforced with concrete and a lid fitted. Arrangements for a visit 
should be made vtith P.D.M.H .. S. 

Little is known about the history of the mine, and the only known 
references to it are in the Bagshaw collection (Nos. 6 76A and 6 76B) and 
in the Devonshire Collection, The Bagshaw MSS. consist of a field plan 
and a list of field names referr·ing to the nwnbers on the plan. The 
field survey concerns One Ash Grange and is at a scale of 4 chains to 
the inch and is dated 1831. The field in qu estion is No. 52 on the . 
survey and is referred to in the book as Water Icicle Close.· The 
survey is interesting in as much as the field appears as an irregular 
shape and marks a shaft in a coe, and two smaller shafts, one at ei.her 
side. Between 1831 and 1923, Ordnance Survey Maps show that the field 
has been di vided a few yards to the East of the shaft, and the 
plantation established, I-: may be noted that water-icicle is the old 
miners' name for stalactites, ar,d a quantity of this material was found 
on the surface. Also on the field plan is a reference to another field 
nearer Monyash called Freezland, which name may have similar 
implications, It appears to have a mine shaft in the south-east 
corner, which has yet to be investigated. 

The only other documentary evidence available is to be found in the 
Devonshire collection at Chatsworth. It is a Deputy Barmaster' s Book 
for Hartington and_ the Granges, 1832-1859 (Devonshire Coll., C 158) where 
on pp. 66 and 67 the following four entries appear, headed "Water Icicle 
Close": 

Date Miner Old Ore 
Ends 

1857 Dshs Lds 
14 Jan John First 5 

Goodwin 
20 Feb John 10 1 

Goodwin 
10 Apr George 22 2 

Goodwin 
26 Mar George First 0 

Goodwin 

Msrd. Lots New 
Ends 

Dshs Dshs Dshs 
3 2 10 

3 0 22 

8 2 10 

8 8 

Price Sold 
To 

54/10 Barker 

Barker 

62/3 Barker 

Barker 

Value of 
Lots 

6/6:!.. . 2 

13/10 
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From this it appears that in only four months abo11t l<* loads vtere 
measured, i.e. about� tons. The lot payable in Hartington liberty is 
1/20. 

No vein is vis ible on the surface within the immediate vicinity of 
themine, although there is a line of old hillocks in Intake Field on the 
south side of Derby Lane. These do not appear to extend into Water 
Icicle Close but they coincide vti th the direction of the only vein in 
the mine. 

The shaft is 105 feet deep and is cut in solid limestone and is of 
hand-picked appearance. The section of the shaft is rectangular, and 
it descends into the shaft chamber which is of a fair size but the floor 
is very uneven and is composed of collapsed deads and a large quantity 
of household refuse, including several pieces of noxious meat (hence for 
convenience and to minimize publicity Water Icicle Close Mine was 
temporarily referred to as "the meat mine'). 

To the south a passage leads to a vein at right angles vthich has 
been worked for a distance of about 120 feet, with stopes attaining a 
height of about 70 feet. 

The section of' passage from the shaft to the vein is about 100 
feet long and at about half way develops into a chamber approximately 15 
feet across and 10 feet high, rising at the north side to an aven which 
appears to be about 50 feet high. The floor is of dry clay with large 
blocks. Near the shaft the passage dimensions are obscured by deads 
packed tightly from the floor to the t'Oof, where a phreatic half tube 
meanders along the roof from the aven to the shaft chamber. At about 
the midpoint of the western end of the vein there appears to be a run-in 
shaft from above; the vein material is very earthy and is mainly 
calcite. At the point where the natural passage enters the vein the 
arrangement is a complex misture of natural pots and washed-out vein and 
small water-worn passages, complicated by a small fault displacing the 
walls of the vein by about 3 feet, vii th slickensides in evidence. 

The northern extension from the shaft is about j20 feet long, 
gradually decreasing in size towards the end, but this may be due to the 
clay fill increasing, rather than the passage reducing. Several small 
veins appear at intervals, and the cross section is typical of a long
inactive stream passage, roughly semi-circular, with a corresponding 
clay hump dovm the middle. There is a gradual rise in the elevation of 
the floor from the shaft towards the end. 

The end is completely choked by clay. About 200 feet from the 
shaft is written in candle-smoke on the roof the initials B.H. ,' R.B., 
S.B. and the dates 1809 and 1801, The initials R.B. and S.B. may 
belong to the members of the Beresford family of Monyash who were 
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prominent miners in the area around this date. R.B. also appears 
elsewhere in the same passage; other initials and dates at the same 
location are not decipherable. These initials are written in Roman 
style, typical of the period. 

It is difficult to say whether this passage is a continuation of 
the one out of the vein or whether they are completely independent of 
each other. 

A major passage runs north-west from the shaft for about 350 feet. 
Deads are stacked on both sides of the passage for the first few feet, 
restricting the width. The average cross-section for the first 100 
feet is 8 feet wide by 10 feet high and is typical stream passage shape. 
The floor is hard and calcite deposits are heavy. Stalagmite bosses 
are common, the largest of which is 8 feet across. At about 50 feet 
from the shaft the first of three falls. occur. This is a bank of 
heavily calcited rocks and occupies the centre of the dome-shaped 
chamber. The second fall is only 40 feet beyond the first and is 
comparatively small. Just beyond this is an aven inset into the left
hand side of the passage and contains a calcite cascade which is heavily 
stained with manganese. Beyond this the passage develops a cross 
section of about 12 feet square. One hundred and seventy feet from the 
shaft a high aven has developed in the centre of the passage. This 
section of passage is quite featureless. A nicely decorated chamber, 
developed in a major joint, not quite at rightangles to the main passage 
is seen 40 feet beyond the high aven. 

Beyond this passage takes on a rectangular cross section. At the 
base of the left-hand wall a water level is distinguishable on the 
calcite coating, It is at this point the initials H.B. have been 
neatly formed in clay on the vtall, 40 feet beyond these initials another 
set, R.P., are chiseled, pin-point style, on the left-hand wall. 

Sixty feet beyond this last set of initials and 348 feet from the 
shaft the passage terminates in the final boulder choke. This choke is 
of a different nature to the other two and is relatively loose. Digging 
is in progress and an encouraging draft can be felt. Prospects for 
further exploration are good in all parts of the system. It may be 
noted that the whole of the natural and mined passages are quite dry. 
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The author wishes to acknowledge the he.lp of Mr. J. Lawson for 
help in the survey, Miss N. Kirkham, Mr. J .H. Rieuwerts and Dr. J .A. 
Robey for helpful discussion, Mr. T. 1//ragg for access to the Devonshire 
collection at Chatsworth, and in particular members of the P.D.M.H.S. 
for much practical assistance. 

Manuscript received: 
December, 1967. 

M.E. Smith,
310 Derbyshire Lane.
Sheffield, 8.

Bull. Peak Dist. Mines Hist. Soc •. Vol. 3
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pp. 281-284
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North west passage near the shaft. 

The Rift. 

South passage looking towards the shaft. 

"WATER ICICLE CLOSE CAVERN" 

photo's by N. Butcher. 

PLATE 3. 
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MONYASH 
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-........ Trees and wall not on old plan 
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Based on 6"0.5. map SK 16 SE with additions from Bagshaw Coll'n - 697 A & B. 

Dow
nlo

ad
ed

 fro
m w

ww.pd
mhs

.co
m

(• 



• 

• -- � 1109 04 

, __, -o-·

u- --· -o-•

D,ptl'I 

WATER ICICLE CL05E CAVERN I'/ 

MONYA5H 

Re-entered by P. O,M, H.S, 5-6-1967 
Sur,,...ytd by J. Lawson & M. Smlth.12.5,61 
tN.G. R. SK 16064&) 
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