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A.Pearce, R.Ludditt, M.Straw, W.Taylor, J.Watson & R.Watson 

Abstract 

Mouldridge Mine near Pikehall was explored and surveyed between 1981 and 1984. The mined 
area is astride a liberty boundary and has been worked intermittently from at least the early 
18th century up to 1954. A description is presented of the complex of scrins and pipe veins 
worked there under several names. The history of the mine shows a series of titles eventually 
consolidated into one, though still a small scale operation at best. 

INTRODUCTION 

Mouldridge Mine is the name generally given to a level at Grid Reference SK/194595, 
lying in upper Gratton Dale near Pikehall. Within a very small area, however, there are 
about a dozen shafts and this name has been applied to them all at some time or other. 
The name is said to be derived from Mole Ridge and visitors to the mine can see many mole 
hills in the fields hereabouts. 

In July 1975, the Society obtained permission to remove two crushers and a jig from the 
mine and these were reassembled at the Society's display at Crich Tramway Museum. In return 
for this, four open shafts were capped for the farmer. A subsequent visit in 1981 revealed 
that one of the capped shafts had been vandalised and a group of members arranged to fix a 
secure lid on the shaft as well as fitting a gate to the adit, The work fostered an 
interest in the mine which is an example of a typical small-scale working. We initially 
intended to carry out some internal preservation work but this developed into a full-scale 
project, resulting in this article. 

GEOLOGY 

Mouldridge Mine is situated close to the boundary of the Asbian (D1 ) Bee Low Limestones 
(BLL) and Brigantian (D2 ) Monsaldale Limestones. In the vicinity of the mine these are 
unaltered limestones buE to the east across Gratton Dale both divisions become dolomitized. 
Distinction of the two is difficult and depends on microfossils and on the relative thick
ness of beds1 the Bee Low Limestones are much thicker beds than the Monsaldale Limestones. 

The mine lies in ground between two major faults trending NW-SE. The more northeasterly 
of these runs along Gratton Dale and is an extension of the Bonsall Fault; it has a south
westerly downthrow. The other fault is not easy to define but passes close to the south of 
the mine and downthrows northeast. The mine is thus in a through-like graben structure of 
beds let down between the two faults. In the higher crags south of the mine and the south
western fault, the Monsal dale Limestones can be seen to form a shallow syncline trending 
NW-SE, A less obvious anticline trends along the down-faulted block and fractures along its 
crest may have been a controlling factor in localizing the mineralization, 

At the surface there is only a very little dolomitization of the highest Monsaldale 
Limestones, Separately from these, patches of yellow-brown dolomitized limestone are seen 
to form the wall rock round some of the mineralization. Geological maps show three NW-SE 
veins across the area of the mine (Fig. 3) but these are poorly defined even underground as 
the stope pattern suggests. At best, discontinuous fractures can be followed in the stope 
roofs and walls, which largely follow a random pattern in the patchy pipe-veins. Using div
~ining methods, eight lineations were thought to have been detected, but there is no direct 
proof of these at present (Fig, 4), 

Mineralisation in the lower levels mainly consists of· areas of brecciated limestone with 
much calcite, galena, a poor grade fluorspar and occasional baryte ( see Fig,, 2), In places 
there are small distinct veins of galena surrounded by crystalline calcite but the galena 
mainly occurs disseminated in a matrix of massive calcite and fluorspar, There are many 
blocks of limestone, partly crystalline in places, surrounded by crystalline calcite. The 
limestone is mainly a yellow-brown colour but becomes grey-black in places, especially at 
the end of the level where the vein thins out. 

In the upper levels there is much evidence for a distinct vein which the present adit 
entrance and tunnel followed, It then appears to have opened up to an area of large pipe 
deposits where the present dressing machinery chamber lies. Here there are good examples 
of calcite, galena and fluorspar, The level then follows the vein to its end, where the grey 
limestone is met with a few small calcite stringers": This far part of the mine has much of 
the grey limestone so was thus not greatly affected by the mineralisation, 

The oldest workings are much the same as the other areas, The overall structure of 
mineralisation is a series of narrow scrin veins interspersed with extensive pipes and areas 
of mineral brecciation. Near the blocked adit mouth are two faults within the roof, each 
with a vein of gaiena and associated calcite, implying that.the mineralisation follows the 
joints and faults, A cbamber at the top of the "Banana Slide" has traces of the mineral 
aurichalcite, a hydrated carbonate of copper and zinc, 
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PRESENT SURFACE REMAINS 
( see Figs, 5 & 6) 

The original mine track ran from the road at Pikehall along the dale bottom, This 
has been used in the past by visitors to the mine but it should be noted that there is 
no public right of way and it is on private property. Anyone visiting the mine· should 
obtain permission from Mr, R, B, Cooper of Mouldridge Grange Farm, who will allow them 
to park at the farm and walk across the fields. 

The stone wall which runs along the dale bottom is the boundary of the Brassington and 
Hartington Liberties. This effectively splits the mine into two and must have caused 
great difficulties in past operations, The geology and vein structure, however, are no 
respectors of man-made boundaries and, by standing on the dale side, the line of Mouldridge 
Rake is easily identifiable as it crosses the dale, 

There are no open shafts on the Hartington side but the position of several blocked 
ones (A-D) can be found, An opening (E) on the opposite hillside to the adit entrance 
appears to be a trial only, 

The Brassington side offers a challenge to interpretation since the ground has been 
worked at different periods over a great number of years, The oldest workings appear to 
be on top of the hill and this is the best place to start for a surface walk, A large 
area of disturbed ground bears evidence of repeated reworking of tips over the years and 
there are traces of opencut workings which may be very old, There is a shallow capped shaft 
(F) and a collapsed one (G) nearby which may indicate bellpit type workings on the rake, 
A circular area of partly burnt limestone (H) may indicate the site of an old smelting bole, 
A deep capped shaft (I) leads into the oldest part of the presently-accessible workings and 
was the first access to them. 

Halfway down the hillside is an obvious capped drawing shaft (J) which, in the last 
period of working, was fitted with a galvanised cowling and used to extract the exhaust 
fumes from the engine underground, A few feet away is the capped climbing shaft (K) 
associated with it, Heading down to the right one reaches the dale bottom and there is 
a capped shaft (L) with a metal access lid, This leads into a separate set of workings from 
the main mine, A further capped shaft (M) down the dale was blocked a few feet down and 
no underground connection has been found, Still further down the dale ts a heap of scree 
which appear to be on the line of a possible vein and this may be the site of a collapsed 
adit (N), 

Corning back to the gated adit (P) one notices the large hillock which stands astride 
the liberty boundary. The adit itself is of a late date and the hillock material probably 
came from tha capped shaft (L) and the shaft (D) already mentioned, There is a feature which 
appears to be a capped shaft (Q) but this is only where the hillock has collapsed into a 
stoped passage below. This passage connects shafts (D) and (L) and is the only one found 
which appears to cross the liberty boundary underground. It is only 30 feet down and was 
stoped upwards until it accidentally broke through to the bottom of the hillock! The wall 
has an unusual kink in it at this point and the liberty boundary carries on along the 
imaginary line of the wall, thus a small portion of Hartington Liberty has been enclosed 
on the Brassington side of the wall, The shaft (D) is actually in Hartington Liberty and 
was the reason for this action. There are the remains of a coe (R) in the corner of the 
wall which close examination will reveal to have had two separate rooms. The Ordnance 
Survey 25 inches to 1 mile map, surveyed in 1899, shows another coe at (S) but no trace 
remains today, This indicates that it was most likely a wooden hut. Traces of an old 
collapsed adit (T) can also be seen, 

Apart from the hillock in the dale bottom, there is little trace of mine tips where one 
would expect a greater quantity, A trip inside the adit reveals a great amount of waste 
rock and the original pipe workings must have been huge to have been backfilled like this, 
Another intex:esting theory concerns Samuel Parr but this is covered later, 

PRESEN-T UNDERGROUND REMAINS 
(see Figs~7,8 & 9) 

Of the shaft entrances to the mine, one is permanently capped and two are blocked, thus 
the only access is via the adit. To say that parts of the mine are a maze is an under
statement and one should beware of getting lost, The entrance adit is fairly large and 
is of 19th century origin. There are a number of crawls off at floor level which lead 
into small working areas and one unusual feature-is two small holes in the roof about 
9 inches in diameter, connecting with an upper passage. The level leads into a chamber 
with a floor of tailings ·and this was where the crushing and jigging machinery was located. 
A ledge on the right was the base for the engine and here one will find assorted ironmongery 
discovered in the area. 

A short climb up to the right leads into a horizontal and vertical maze of passages and 
here one can only follow one's no~e as it defies description, There was once an adit 
connection to day along here but the entrance has now collapsed, Behind the engine ledge, 
a low crawl leads off left into a small chamber where one can find the bottom of the 
60 feet drawing and climbing shafts on opposite sides. A look up the drawing shaft reveals 
daylight and a look up the climbing shaft encourages a quick withdrawal on seeing the 
jammed boulders at the top. The other end of this chamber once connected with the pipe 
workings but has been backfilled. The remains of the galvanised chimney cowling, already 
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mentioned, can be found here. Back in the Dressing Machinery Chamber, an obvious passage 
leads on to where a large open pipeworking leads up to the right, This can be followed to 
another maze of passages and a spiral descent to the passage again. Carrying along the 
passage, there is a shallow sump on the left leading into the lower workings, Don't 
bother to descend since there is an easier way! The passage carries on until a forefield 
is reached with traces of a small scrin. It is very likely that this passage was driven 
for exploration only and given up when no vein was found, It is of a late date and has 
cut through the old workings, 

By retracing one's steps to the sump, a climb up to the left leads to a low passage, 
After a few feet, the bottom of the 100 feet shaft from the top of the hill is seen on the 
left. This is blocked with rubble at the bottom but, since the shaft has not run in, it is 
likely that a beehive covering has collapsed. The passage goes through a tight crawl to 
where a low steep incline rises up to the right - this is affectionately known as the 
'Banana Slide'. You are now in the oldest part of the accessible workings and the top of 
the incline leads to a small chamber with pick marks. This chamber contains an amount of 
small chippings which have been used to backfill a passage leading to the pipeworkings, 

Head back towards the Dressing Machinery Chamber and an incline leads down to the right 
into the lower workings. These appear to be of a later date, probably 19th century. A side 
passage on the left contains standing water which was used this century to supply the ore 
dressing machinery. It appears to be a perched water table since the lower workings are 
completely dry. The passage continues down and there is a compressed air pipe along the 
floor; originally this went all the way to the entrance. At the bottom a T-junction is met, 
right leading to the bottom of the sump seen earlier. Left leads to the working face of the 
last period of working and there appears to be a further sump on the left which was never 
finished. 

The capped shaft with an access lid(L) leads to a separate set of workings. The first 
section of the shaft is narrow and hand-picked but further down it becomes quite wide where 
explosives have been used to enlarge it, At 30 feet there is a short passage ending in a 
fall which corresponds to feature (Q) on the surface. Another passage of an older date heads 
back almost 360° for a few feet until it ends at a forefield, This passage was driven from 
beyond the fall and the connection from the shaft is of a later date. The fall was bvpassed 
during a dry summer to reveal a large passage heading in the direction of shaft (D). A 
further fall after some 20 feet was not pushed at the time. The original fall became dangerous 
after wet weather and was stabilised on the surface. It is not recommended that anyone 
attempt to bypass this. 

Back in the shaft, there is another passage at 50 feet which spirals down through small 
stoped workings to a final chamber. These workings are quite old with evidence of hand 
picking. The shaft ends at a rubble blockage after 90 feet and there is no evidence that it 
was anything other than a trial below this depth, 

HISTORY 

Research has been complicated by the division between the two liberties and gaps in the 
records available. Like many mines, the area was originally a group of separate titles which 
were later combined into one (Fig. 6). It would appear that mine names have been changed 
during the numerous transfers but the following are the recurring ones: Mouldridge, Old 
Mouldridge, West Mouldridge, Harehole and Butchers Venture. It has been said that the mine 
was once called Bossen Holes but this refers to a separate mine further to the north near 
Elton, 

In the account which follows the facts culled from the various manuscript sources listed 
in the bibliography have been assembled into what appears to be a coherent story, but it is 
not really certain that our identifications of who did what at which mine are correct, and 
further detailed study of these MSS and others unknown to us may reveal modifications to the 
story. 

1) Brassington Liberty up to 1787, 
1'he earliest period of working can only be conjecture and there is no evidence of Roman 

working, despite their activity at nearby Aldwark. It is still tempting to speculate, 
however, that they may have tried the area where the rake outcropped on the dale side, since 
the Roman Road passes the top of the dale. The site of a Monastic Grange has been found at 
Mouldridge'Grange Farm and this belonged to Dunstable Abbey in the Middle Ages. Again it can 
be conjectured that•1ead would be a valuable commodity to the abbey and it may have been 
worked at that time. There are records of the Abbey available but the translation of 
medieval Latin was not one of our specialities. If anyone is interested in following this 
up we have the necessary references! 

The earliest mining operations were on top of the dale side where there appear to be two 
distinct lines of opencut workings on the vein. These were followed by shallow bellpit 
workings which extended eastwardly into the next field. Although the latter field has been 
subsequently cultivated, an open (albeit capped) bellpit shaft can still be found on the 
dale side of the wall, No trace of very early workings have been found in the dale bottom 
although these may have been obscured by later operations. It is possible that some smelting 
was done at the mine since a possible bole site has been found at the top of the dale side. 

Sometime early in the 1700s, a founder shaft was sunk in the dale bottom and this was 
probably the ~haft marked (L) on the plan. This hit a pipe vein complex at 50 feet depth 
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and this was developed in a tortuous spiral fashion down to 120 feet, The mine was 
worked by a partnership divided into 24 shares, In April 1756 it was sufficiently 
profitable for the smelter, Alex Barker, to buy a 1/24 share for £9-9-0, Later in the same 
year he sold over 6 loads of ore from the mine, thus recouping most of his capital outlay, 
Little else is known of this period apart from a partner, Adam Simpson from Bonsall, who 
died in August 1783 leaving 12/24 shares of Mouldridge Mine, It is likely, however, that the 
mine had ceased operations by the time of Simpson's death since, in 1786, some itinerants 
were buddling the old tips, Within 13 months, 7 cows had been killed by bellanding and the 
farmer of Mouldridge Grange, Joseph Banks, had complained to Mr, Maynard of Chesterfield 
who was the Steward of Wirksworth Wapentake, Maynard gave Banks a letter to hand to the 
buddlers ordering them to desist. They stopped but "being a set of beggars he got no 
recompence for the cattle he had lost", 

2, Hartington Liberty up to 1787, 
It is likely that the earliest workings in this liberty were also on top of the dale 

side and the Barmaster's Book of Entries shows that a founder shaft·called Harehole was sunk 
here early in the 1700s. This was to work a vein known variously as Harehole or Mouldridge 
Vein which was probably worked out by about 1750, The records also show that, during the 
same period, another founder shaft was sunk by the liberty boundary to work a pipe vein 
known as Mouldridge Rake. 

In 1750, a Mr, Moor got 8 dishes of smitham ore at Mole Ridge (probably Mouldridge Rake). 
Since smitham ore is recovered by buddling, this either means that he was reworking the old 
tips or that the ore was so disseminated in the gangue that it had to be crushed very small 
to separate it, Examination of the veins on the Brassington side indicate that the latter 
explanation is probably the correct one. Very little work was done during this period and 
the next measurement was in 1757, when 5 dishes of round ore and 59 dishes of smitham were 
measured, thus indicating that the disseminated ore was still being met. 

A title called Butchers Venture was started about 1760 and, as the name suggests, was 
probably a partnership of local butchers, Like most such ventures, they probably appointed 
an agent to work the mine and merely provided finance. It is likely that they were working 
an offshoot of the main rake and had a title on both sides of the liberty boundary with 
shafts at C & M on the plan, Very little ore seems to have been raised from this title 
and the only record is 10 dishes on the Hartingtcm side by Harry Taylor in 1761 and 15 dishes 
on the Brassington side by Anthony Walton in 1792, 

In 1773, John Stone took over the Mouldridge Rake title for a short period but only 
produced 2 dishes of smitham. It is likely that he did no actual mining but only buddled 
the old tips. In 1775, the partnership of George and William Webster took over the Mouldridge 
Rake title and raised regular amounts of ore until December 1778 when they ceased operations, 
Up to September 1777 they were still working in the disseminated ore, raising a total of 
30 dishes of round ore and 96 dishes of smitham. However, they must have discovered a richer 
pipe deposit at that time since later measurements were all of round ore i.e. 56 dishes, 

In 1779, the title was nicked by Thomas Pett who raised 52 dishes of round ore and 
79 dishes of smitham in a 10 month period, thus suggesting that he was back in the 
disseminated ore again, Pett sold the title to G, Stone in November 1179 but he only 
worked it in a desultory fashion for 7 months, raising 3 dishes of round ore and 8 dishes 
of smitham. It is interesting to note from the ore accounts that the lott was calculated as 
every 12th dish (compared to the normal 13th elsewhere) up until 1777 when it became every 24th 
dish, This might be another reason for the large proportion of smitham ore measured (on 
which no lot was payable) in the earlier period! Ore measurements for the Brassington side 
show lot as every 24th dish but records are not available prior to 1792. 

In 1786, Paul Staley nicked the Harehole title with 7 rneers of ground. This included 
the section up to the liberty boundary and 3 associated shafts. He must have found an 
unworked section of the old mine because, after a year of working, he measured 189 dishes 
of round or~ •. The ore accounts described the mine name as 'Mouldridge Belland' rather than 
Harehole which is rather puzzling, The initial thought would be that the ore was obtained 
from buddling old tips but this is discounted by the production of round ore rather than 
smitham. 

3, period of Consolidation 1787-1884. 
Up until this time, there were several separate titles in each liberty which had been 

worked at various times, viz, Harehole, Mouldridge Rake, Mouldridge and Butchers Venture. 
In December 1787, Samuel Stone started to consolidate the mines on the Hartington side by 
nicking both the Harehole and Butchers Venture titles including some 3 shafts and 15 meers 
in all, He possibly did some development work to link the titles and search for new 
deposits because he didn't measure any ore until 1789, by which time he had raised 86 dishes. 
This was his one and only measurement for the title, 

In 1792, a partnership consisting of Joseph Bridges, Isaac Hadfield, Isaac Dakin and 
Joseph Milnes was formed to work the old title on the Brassington side. To avoid confusion 
over the mine names, this title was now called Old Mouldridge, The partnership elected one 
of their number to act as agent and this was Joseph Bridges until 1796, Isaac Hadfield 
1797-1799, Thomas Bridges (probably son of Joseph who had inherited share through father's 
death) 1799-1800 and Joseph Milnes 1800-1801. They started to rework the old pipe workings 
but found that the 'old man• had taken the best, During the six months up to October 1792 
they only raised 43 dishes of ore, There were no ore measurements during most of 1793 and 
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the shaft (I) on top of the dale side seems to tie in with this date. It is likely that they 
concentrated on sinking this shaft to seek new deposits. By December 1793 they had started 
to raise small amounts of ore from the new workings but had failed to find the rich pipe 
deposits they had anticipated. The new workings were call Moulderedge to distinguish them 
from the Old Mouldridge title in the dale bottom and in the following 3 years they only 
raised a total of 124 dishes of ore. Removal of ore must have been difficult due to the 
small size of the passages and it is possible that the incline was used for sledges. 
A local called Jack Andrews recalled a family story that one of his female ancestors used 
to work down Mouldridge about this time. She used to crawl along pulling a box of ore on 
a sledge on planks on the floor. Despite the possibility of embellishments, there may be an 
element of truth in this. 

After August 1796, ore measurements ceased for a 9 month period, This suggests that they 
broke through into the rich pipe deposits at last but faced the prospect of a long tortuous 
route to take the ore out of the mine. Rather than enlarge the passages already driven, they 
took the decision to sink a new drawing shaft onto the pipe workings and this is the one 
marked (J) on the plan. 'An indication of the richness of the find is that they drove a 
parallel climbing shaft as well, The area at the bottom of these shafts is quite large, 
suggesting that they needed the space to handle the ore from the new workings. The partner
ship must have speculated on the possibility of undiscovered deposits on the Hartington side 
since, in April 1797, they nicked the title on the Hartington side which used to be called 
Mouldridge Rake. This title had been worked sporadically during the previous 3 years and 
had also been called Old Mouldridge. The owners are unknown but 8 dishes of ore had been 
raised in both 1794 and 1795. 

Thus by 1797 bhe partnership owned Moulderedge, Old Mouldridge (in both liberties), and 
probably Butchers Venture in Brassington Liberty. The separate consolidated title of Harehole 
and Butchers Venture (Hartington side) was not taken over by the partnership since it was 
probably completely worked out. From June 1797, they started to raise large quantities of ore 
from the new pipe workings and by the end of 1799 had measured 874 dishes. It seems strange 
that the partners should consider selling their shares at such a time of high profits but 
this is what happened. In March 1800 Thomas Bridges sold his share of Mouldridge to William 
Staley for £2-2-0, This seems ridiculously low considering the richness of the deposits still 
remaining unless some development work was now necessary after the initial bonanza. Benjamin 
Hadfield (a descendant of Isaac) sold his share in April 1800 for only £1-1-0. Isaac Dakin 
followed three days later by selling his share to George Staley for £1-2-6d. This drop in 
price indicates that the original partners (or at least 3 of them) anticipated sdme problem 
and decided to quit while they were ahead. 

An interesting point is that these partners ~old¼ share of the Brassington side but only 
1/8 share of the Hartington side. It is likely that the remaining original partner, Joseph 
Milnes, owned the remaining 5/8 of the Hartington side but why he should have a higher 
proportion is unknown since it was never worked by th~ partnership. Milnes became the new 
agent, and together with his new partners, continued to work the pipe deposits on the 
Brassington side. The fears of'the ex-partners seem groundless since 463 dishes of ore were 
raised in the 15 months up to March 1801, During this time, the partnership nicked the old 
Harehole title in November 1800, thus completely consolidating all the workings on both sides 
of the liberty boundary. In March 1801, the Staley family finally obtained complete control 
of Mouldridge Mine by buying Milnes' share for 2 guineas. 

It would seem a logical step at this time to connect the liberties underground and the 
level from shaft (D) to shaft (L) must have been driven at this time. Through bad surveying 
they missed the shaft by some 3 feet at first and had to drive a short connecting passage 
back from the shaft. The ore accounts are only available up to June 1802, during which time 
the Staley family raised a further 469 dishes of ore. However, the rich deposits must have 
been running out at last since the Staley family had ceased operations by 1804. At that time, 
the farmer of Mouldridge Grange, Joseph Banks, took the opportunity to get rid of troublesome 
miners from his land by nicking the title himself in October 1804. His ploy, however, failed 
because he neglected to work the mine and Thomas Staley nicked the title back in November 
1805. The mine was probably not worked on a big scale during this time and was nicked in 
turn by Thomas Henstock in November 1806, Joshua Durden in August 1807 and finally by William 
Staley in July 1825. The mine was visited by J. Farey ear~y in the 1800s since it is 
mentioned in his book published in 1811, i.e. "4th limestone, lead, calamine". 

The Staley family decided to rework the mine and it remained in their hands until they 
sold it in 1880. Ore accounts between 1802 and 1847 are not available but by 1848 the 
Staleys were still raising a reasonable amount of ore from the Brassington side of the title, 
The lower workings and development work, such as the trial level cutting through the old 
workings, seem to date from this period. For ease of working they probably sunk the internal 
sump and adit to day at this time also. The old shaft (L) was sunk a further 50 feet but 
proved barren. Ore dressing would have been carried out on the tips in the dale bottom and 
an old map shows a coe and a small water reservoir for buddling. Between April 1848 and April 
1872 the Staley family raised a total of 2,559 dishes of ore. All of this was measured in 
the Brassington Liberty indicating that they were either not working the Hartington side or 
measured all ore together for convenience. A single measurement of 'Brown Ore' appears in 
November 1857 when the mine measured 38 cwt. Lot on this was every 24th cwt. This mineral 
was probably. galena disseminated in limonite (ochre) as found at Gank Holes. 
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The family's agent from 1863 was George Staley and it is unlikely to be the same one who 
was working there in 1800. Even so, he must have been getting too old for active work and 
appears to have sto'pped working in April 1872. From 1875, he appointed w. Walton as agent 
to work the mine and Walton raised 217 dishes of ore over the next 16 months, again solely 
in the Brassington Liberty. Operations ceased again in May 1876, 

In May 1878, a new partnership of Benjamin Buckley and Samuel Parr applied to nick the 
whole title on the Hartington side, The veins had again changed name and were now called 
Mouldridge West Pipe and Mouldridge West Rake (corresponding to Old Mouldridge and Harehole), 
The Staley family now paid for failing to measure any ore in Hartington Liberty since the 
last transaction had been back in 1800 when they nicked Harehole, Since the Barmaster knew 
of no current owner or agent, he merely fixed a notice where the projected veins crossed 
the Pikehall to Middleton highway and on the old Court House in Ashford-in-the-Water where 
the last Great Barmote Court had been held. Failing any objection, he transferred the title 
in July 1878, Buckley and Parr were given 28 meers (i.e. over half a mile) on each vein, 
which seems rather optimistic since it is doubtful whether the workings actually extended 
that far. 

In June 1880, George Staley sold the whole of the Brassington title to the new partner
ship for £50. The laxity of the mining laws by this time is indicated by the fact that 
Buckley and Parr actually had 44 dishes of ore measured on the Brassington side in March 1880, 
so they were actually working the mine before they owned it! In July 1880, the partnership 
measured 114 dishes of ore in Hartington Liberty, the first official.measurement since 1795 
and incidentally the last, This was probably the result of two years of stripping out the 
remaining deposits on the Hartington side while they were persuading Staley to sell the 
Brassington side, It is likely that Parr supplied the finance whereas Buckley did the actual 
work, 

Samuel Parr is an interesting character and it is worth digressing here to look at him in 
more detail. He originally ran a small chemist's shop in partnership with a Mr. Atherton at 
Long Row, Nottingham, but later decided to branch out on his own. He eventually appears to 
have built up quite a large business at Sherwood Street, Nottingham, as a manufacturer of 
aerated beverages and medicines including seltzer water, lemonade, ginger beer, ginger ale, 
quinine, tonic water and hop bitters. His speciality was said to be highly-carbonated 
distilled water for table use and invalids. Reports of that period state that he was "one 
of the best known and most reliable businessmen of character in the town. In all his 
manufacturing departments the machinery was up to date and worked by a large number of staff", 

One of his particular interests was the manufacture of artificial fertilizers and he wrote 
a book on the subject, He carried out much research and owned several mines in the Crich 
area from whence he obtained limestone from the tips, This limestone was said to be 
particularly pure and provided the calcium element in his fertilizers. His successful 
business ventures had made him rich and he could ~hus afford to sink money into Mouldridge 
Mine. This, however, was not his only venture into mine ownership (the Crich titles notwith
standing), 

In September 1881 he bought 9/24 of Old Roundlow Mine, Brassington, from George Twigge 
for £500 with a proviso that a further £250 be paid if the mine was profitable within 12 months. 
Twigge had bought the whole mine on the previous day for only £100 and also sold 6/24 to a 
James Smith for £125, Since it had previously been worked very little it appears to be a case 
of profitable company floating by Twigge. In 1886 Parr bought the 6/24 from Smith for £50 and 
in 1887 bought the final 9/24 from Twigge for £1 (a more realistic price!). Parr appears to 
have been greatly influenced by Twigge and in partnership with him between 1881 and 1886 
bought 18/24 of Potosi Mine for £51, all of Eletor Mine for £55, all of Blackstones Mine :or 
£24 and 12/24 of Smeadlow Mine for £4-10-0d, Very little work was done.at the mines and the 
bemused barmaster wrote abdUt Roundlow and Potosi Mines "I do not believe there are anY 
records of lead ore being r~ised in any quantity - they have always been what I call 'Poor 
Men's Mines•, that is only capable of supporting 2 or 3 working men. I confess to having been 
utterly astonished at the outlay recently going on at Roundlow, under Mr. Twigge, in my humble 
opinion unwarranted by any prospect of return". 

At first glance, one would think that Samuel Parr was the proverbial sheep led to the 
slaughter, with Twigge raking in the profits.· Looking at it from the point of view of lead 
ore raised this seems to be the case, However, despite the fact that Parr was rich and 
unfamiliar with mining, it must be borne in mind that he was a successful businessman and 
hardly likely to be too gullible, It could well be that Parr was not interested in the lead 
but merely the limestone in the tips since he would have to get the title before he carted it 
away. His manufacture of aerated waters and fertilizers would need vast quantities of limestone 
to provide the raw materials and here he had a ready supply, Perhaps in retrospect he did pay 
a more exorbitant price than necessary but it is more than likely that he wasn't completely 
fleeced. This may also explain why there aren't more tips at Mouldridge since Parr may have 
removed the less-mineralised portion for his business. Another possibility is that Parr was 
interested in zinc for his fertilizers since this was obtained from Roundlow and Potosi during 
his ownership. 

During the period of the Buckley and Parr partnership at Mouldridge, the layout of the 
surface features was altered to increase efficiency. The wall along the liberty boundary was 
moved to enclose the Old Mouldridge founder shaft on the Hartington side with the rest pf the 
title on the Brassington side, This shaft then became the sole access to workings on the 
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Hartington side, A new adit was driven from the dale bottom to intersect the large 
chamber which subsequently became the dressing area for the whole of the title, Any ore 
brought up the shaft from the Hartington side was brought into here together with that 
from the lower level of the main mine, The supply of standing water near the chamber, 
together with the protection offered underground, now meant that dressing operations were 
not subject to the vagaries of the elements. All the dressed ore was taken along the 
mine track to the road at Pikehall and thence to the smelter at Millclose Mine, All 
further measurements were in the Brassington liberty but it is likely that the ore 
actually came from both liberties. Since it was all dressed on the Brassington side, 
it would be more convenient to measure it all together and the Barmasters either didn't 
know this or were not too bothered, 

In the seven months up to October 1880 the partnership raised 144 dishes of ore but, 
by now, the reserves of ore were running low and the price of.lead was dropping. 
Benjamin Buckley must have seen the writing on the wall but had somehow persuaded his 
rich partner to keep putting money into the concern. In the same October, Buckley 
brought his two brothers Henry and Jacob into the partnership by selling each of them 
3/24ths of his share of the Hartington side for £20. At this point Pa·rr put his foot 
down by insisting that no ore should be divided amongst the partners until the amount 
he had advanced in wages and expenses had been repaid. Over the next nine months up to 
July 1881 only 55 dishes of ore were raised together with 15 dishes of brown ore. The 
latter was of poor quality and indicated how desperate things were getting that they 
should bother to mine it at all, Since Parr now insisted that any ore raised went towards 
repaying his capital outlay, the Buckley brothers must have been in dire financial straits. 
In September 1881, Benjamin Buckley went to the extreme length of mortgaging 12/24ths of 
his shares of Mouldridge Mine in Hartington Liberty to John James (a solicitor of Wirksworth) 
for £14, Benjamin must have been a shrewd rogue since; not only had he persuaded Parr to 
sink a lot of capital,into the mine, but he had now managed to deceive John James. It will 
be noted that Benjamin actually held only 6/24ths shares (having sold the other 6/24ths to 
his brothers) and had only mortgaged the worked-out Hartington side. He thus had nothing 
to lose if the mortgage was foreclosed! · 

In October 1881, 17 dishes of ore were raised and it was the last measurement of lead 
· for this period, The reserves of lead ore mugt have been nearly completely exhaust~d by 

now and Benjamin Buckley decided to salvage what he could from a potential financial 
disaster, In December 1881 he bought back his brothers' shares for a paltry 30/- each 
and the following month sold his half share of all Mouldridge Mine to Samuel Parr for £125, 
He must have used some of this to repay his mortgage since nothing more was heard of from 
John James. All in all, Benjamin did rather well out of the deal and Parr suffered the 
results of speculating in something he knew little about. This was not the end of Parr's 
involvement, however, since he turned the mine over to producing zinc. Since there is no 
trace of zinc ore in the workings currently accessible, it is probable that this came from 
the Hartington side, Parr must have appointed an agent to do the work and in 1883.some 
11 tons of zinc ore were raised, This was sold to Millclose Mine smelter and represented 
a quarter of Derbyshire's total zinc output for that year. The only other producers of 
zinc ore at this time were Magpie and Hardrake Mines. More zinc was raised in 1884 but 
the actual amount is unknown. Parr finally conceded defeat and ceased operations _at this 
time. 

4. Recent Development - 1885 to present day. 
The mine iay unworked untii 1926 when it was examined by some Millclose miners during 

the 1926 General Strike. They were probably trying to earn some subsistence money but it 
is not known if they extracted any ore, 

In September 1926, a partnership of E. Wood, T, Dawson and C. Bosley nicked 'the title 
on the Brassington side. A detailed breakdown of the Barmaster's fee was 1 

Search 
Notice to owner 
Jury notice 

.Jury fees 
View 
Entry of gift 
Copy of same 

1/Qd 
2/0d 
4/0d 

10/0d 
1 /1/0d 

1/0d 
1/0d 

£2/0/0d 

The partners worked at Friden Brickworks and only worked the mine on a part-time basis 
for pocket money. None of them had any previous mining experience and, if any ore was 
actually raised, it was never officially measured. An attempt was made by J. Bateman in 
1938 to nick the mine but the Barmaster seemed unwilling to go to the necessary trouble, 
He suggested that Bateman buy the title from the partners for £2/10/0d but they refused 
to sell,· Wood and Dawson were still working the mine occasionally in 1940 when the farmer 
complained to the Barmaster that some open shafts were dangerous and prevented cattle 
being grazed there. The Barmaster wrote to the partners telling them to attend to the 
shafts, 
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In 1948, Wood's son Alan returned from the Mercha~t Navy and met Gerald Elliott who 
was a friend of his father, Elliott was an experienced miner from.Elton, who used to 
work at Millclose Mine and did .. iocai tributing work, and he suggested to Alan Wood that 
they form a new partnership to work Mouldridge Mine. Albert Mallett was a lorry driver 
from Darley Dale and was invited into the ,partnership, having just won £2,000 on the 
football pools, In April of that year the 3 new partners took over the title by mutual 
agreement and free of charge. They only spent six evenings a week there and regarded it 
more as a hobby. The first few months were spent in fitting out the mine with equipment 
and a gate was placed on the adit. A tractor and sledge were borrowed to drag the 
machinery from the road to the mine but it had to be manhandled down the level into the 
chamber. A Lister gas engine was purchased from an Ambergate garage and Mallett converted 
this to run off paraffin. A jaw crusher, roll crusher and small jig were purchased from 
a processing plant in Stoney Middleton and installed in-line in the chamber. The engine 
had two flywheels operating a long driveshaft by fanbelts and this in turn operated the 
machinery with further fanbelts. Exhaust fumes were piped away along a passage and up the 
shaft (J) which was fitted with a galvan"Tsed steel chimney cowl. Back draught of fumes 
was prevented by a heavy sackcloth curtain which completely covered the passage mouth, 
A wooden hut was built outside the entrance and a portable compressor on wheels installed 
therein. From this, Wood's father laid a metal compressor pipe Mhich ran down to the 
lower workings. In the pool, they installed a Tangye horizontal compressed air pump 
together with a back up hand pump. This pumped water up to the dressing chamber where 
it was stored in a large vertical cylindrical tank, 

Work was only carried out in the lower levels where the ore was disseminated and 
Elliott, being the experienced miner, did all the drilling and blasting using sticks of 
gelignite. A hand winch was installed at the top of the internal shaft with an endless 
wire pulley system. Buckets of ore were attached to this and wound up to the level where 
they were wheelbarrowed to the chamber, One day, Mallett got his overalls caught in the 
winch and they were so rotten that they were completely ripped off! The ore was kept in 
the chamber until there was sufficient to put it through the dressing process and the 
dressed ore was hidden in the mine. The only means of lighting was from carbide lamps. 
They explored the old workings for fun but found very little lead left. They explored the 
shaft (L) a few times but never worked this or any other shaft. A hand winch was used 
for the descent with a metal tripod. 

In January 1949 they eventually got enough: lead to sell to Enthoven•s Smelter and 
asked the Barmaster what to do. He told them to sell it to Enthoven's and send him the 
contract bill to enable him to calculate the lot, etc. The ore was placed in small bags 
and the tractor and sledge were borrowed again to get it to the road, One bag fell off on 
the way and burst1 very little of this was recovered. The ore sold amounted to 3/4 of a 
ton and was valued at £52-10-2d, The Barmaster's final bill was 1/6d for Cope, 9d for measuring 
fee and £2-12-6d representing 5% of the ore in lieu of lot, All of the profit from the sale 
of ore was spent on the mine together with all of Mallett's £2,000. They eventually ceased 
operations because the water in the pool dried up and it was too expensive to pipe it from 
Pikehall, The partnership split up and most of the machinery was left in situ. 

Between 1952-54, the mine was worked at weekends by Joe Garlick of Sparrowpit and three 
friends, all of whom worked at Eldon Quarry. They used a portable compressor in the wooden 
hut to drive an Ingersoll Rand drilling mac~ine in the lower levels, The dressing machinery 
was still intact but they didn't use it since they had discovered a.large pocket of lead 
which was extracted with picks and some explosive. Being massive in nature, the ore was 
easily dressed with hammers only, Lighting was by large hand.-held carbide lamps with no 
reflectors and the carbide came in cakes which were broken up·as required. They discouraged 
unwelcome visitors with~ notice on the adit saying 'DANGER GAS - KEEP OUT', This operation 
was without the knowledge of the Barmaster and the ore was never measured. During this period, 
the late Stan Gee from Stockport became -friendly with Garlick ahd helped them out on several 
occasions. 

In 1964, Stan Gee revisited the mine and found it derelict. The hut, paraffin engine 
and winch were gone and the dressing machinery had been vandalised to obtain the phosphor
bronze bearings. Together with two friends, John Ridgeway and David Shepley, Stan decided 
to make the mine into flll underground museum and they bought the title for £4. Adjacent 
shafts were explored and made safe and a lockable gate fitted to the adit. However, following 
the death of Ridgeway, interest waned and the museum idea was dropped. In 1974, the B.B.C. 
visited the mine to record a programme called 'The Great I,eap Rush' for the Folkweave series. 
Following this, the title was sold for £50 to Albert Rockach .of Deepwood Mining Co, Ltd. and 
this company is the present owner. 

The above history has been compiled from what records are available and examination of 
workings currently accessible, Part of it is thus conjecture and it is possible that, at 
some future date, further information may come to hand which may materially alter the 
foregoing text. Should this be the case (and we would be pleased to hear from anyone who 
has information we weren't aware of) any amendment will be the subject of a supplementary 
article, 
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