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PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

NEWSLETTER No. 7 (83) 

WARNING 

The name of the Society must not be used by Members as a means of 
gaining access to land or mines, nor must it be used as a means of placat
ing land and mine owners. Projects carried out by Members cannot be 
construed or advertised as Society projects without written permission 
from the Secretary on behalf of your Committee. Would any Member who 
has knowledge of the Society's name being used for such purposes please 
report the circumstances to the Secretary, together with the names of the 
persons concerned. Of late the good reputation of your Society has been 
held in question by land and mine owners because certain Members (and 
non members) have used the Society name when caught trespassing. It 
takes years to build the good reputation we enjoy; it can be destroyed in 
minutes through thoughtlessness, thus jeopardising the legitimate activities 
of the Members. 

MEETINGS 

Field Meeting: Sunday 9th April, 1978. Coal Mines of the Flockton Area 

Meet at 11.00 hrs at Caphouse Colliery. Leave cars in NCB area 
between Caphouse and Hope Pit (GR 252164), two miles west of 
Horbury on A642 Wakefield to Huddersfield Road. 

Leaders: Dr. 1.J. Brown and John Goodchild. 
Will consist of a 2Y. mile walk visiting Caphouse engine and headstocks. 
Caphouse Colliery is possibly the oldest in operation (1791). the 1876 
engine still working, the last wooden headstock on stone buildings. 
Hope Pit engine house (Blenkinsop designed c. 1827) with wooden 
headstocks, tunnel mouth and turnpike routes. Denby Crane waggon
way incline engine site, Flockton waggonway tunnel, viaduct (from 
distance). pumping engine ruins (engine in use c. 1791 to 1813). Follow 
line of waggonway from Denby Grange towards Prince of Wales 
Colliery via New Hall to line of Crainage level shafts. 
Lunch at The Reindeer. Carry packed lunch. BY car to Lane End 
Colliery (closed 1893) to view engine house ruins, cupola shaft etc .. 
then to Midgeley to view Denby Grange waggonway reversing necks, 
sites of pits and Little London housing. Thence by car to Horbury 
Ridge to view Calder and Hebble Na_vigation, and to Flockton Staithes 
and Emley to see the Medieval Ironstone Sell Pits. Historical Notes and 
layout plans will be provided: original MSS will be available. lvor 
Brown organises this most interesting trip suitable for all the family. 

INTRODUCTORY WEEKEND. Saturday and Sunday, 29th and 30th 
April 1978 

Would you like to learn how to survey a mine? Descend a shaft on a 
winch? Learn or improve underground photography techniques? Visit 
some mines? These and many more activities are being demonstrated 
during the Introductory Weekend. 

Many Society Members who would like to take an active part have not 
done so due to lack of opportunities. Many activities are often planned at 
short notice: One way of keeping up to date is to come to the Magpie Field 
Centre on a Sunday morning when many activities are planned: Another is 
to inform the Secretary of your interests so that he can tell a project leader 
who can contact you when assistance is needed. Alternatively why not 
organise something yourself? If any specialist or labouring help is needed, 
the Society has a large membership to draw on. 

The purpose of the Introductory Weekend is to cater for those 
Members who would like to learn of the different Society activities. Don't 
worry about anv lac'< of a>.perier.ce or knowledge: we want you to learn 
about us and what we do, and we want to meet you. Each day will be split 
into a morning and an afternoon session, although activities may last the 
whole day and others may be joined at any time. 

Saturday Morning, 10 .00a.m. 

1. Goodluck Mine : underground trip and talk on preservation work. 
2. Matlock Pavilion Museum : museum trip and talks on artefact 

preservation, archives and plans. 
3. Geology Field Trip : all-day trip in the Middleton-by Wirksworth 

area. 
4. Mining Law : talk on the Barmote Court and laws of lead mining. 
5. Winch Trip : down a mine shaft (approx. 200ft) with an oppor

tunity to explore and exit via ladders (belayed) by 
alternative routes if desired. For insurance reasons 
restricted to members. 

6. Safety Techniques : an opportunity to learn how to climb ladders, 
belay with lifelines, abseil and prussik on a rope. 

S•turd•Y Afternoon, 2.00p.m. 

1. Goodluck Mine : as Saturday morning. 
2. Magpie Mine : surface talk followed by an underground trip to the 

Ashford Black Marble Mines. 
3. Geology : as Saturday morning (can be left or joined at lunchtime). 
4. Winch Trip : as Saturday morning (operating all day) . 

5. Mines Registry : Methods of operation, examples of completed 
maps and index cards. 

6. Wirksworth Project : explanation of study by a few members. 

Saturday Evening 

Members' Social. May be held in a Bakewell area pub, with 
entertainment. 

FEBRUARY 1978 

Sunday Morning, 10.00a.m. 

1. Masson Mine, Matlock : underground trip. 
2. Crich Disptay : talk and tour around this interesting project. 
3. Mine Photography : talk and practice underground. 
4. Mine Surveying : talk and practice underground. 
5. Matlock Pavilion Museum : as Saturday morning. 
6. Magpie Mine and Slack Marble Mine : as Saturday afternoon. 
7. Derbyshire Minerals : informal talk and display of minerals. 

Sunday Afternoon, 2.00p.m. 

1. Clayton Adit and Salts Level, Ecton : underground trip. 
2. Crich Display : as Sunday morning. 
3. Lathkill Dale : surface walk and talk on the mines. 

It would be helpful if members intending to attend would write, with
out obligation, to Adrian Pearce, 34 Madison Avenue, Chaddesden, Derby. 
Similarly, any member wishing to attend the Saturday evening social 
should contact Adrian. 

For members wishing to stay in the area for the weekend, a list of 
camping and caravan sites and a list of hotels and boarding houses are 
available. Please enclose SAE to Adrian. Bring any friends who may wish to 
come. 

CRICH DISPLAY, WAKEBRIOGE TERMINUS, TRAMWAY MUSEUM 
lGR 343533) 

Members wishing to assist with this project are asked to meet on the 
site at 10 o'clock on the first and third Sunday of each month. 

Work has started on the re-<:onnruction of a 7ft diameter water-wheel 
obtained from the Alston Mining area, which it is hoped will be operational 
in the near future driving a 'blast mill' of the type erected at Mawstone 
Mine, Youlgreave for ventilation, to be built from a copy of the original 
drawings we now have in our possession. Work on the re-building of the 
Red Rake pump is also under way. 

Help is always needed to sell samples , pamphlets and books, or just 
to the numerous visitors who now regularly visit the site. Now that the 
project is self-supporting sales are very important if this project 1s to 
continue along the lines we envisage. If sufficient assistance from members, 
or their friends, is offered we could, ideally, staff the site every weekend 
during the Tramway Museum season on a rota basis. 

One of the objects of the Society is preservation: the Crich display not 
only preserves mining artefacts, it also gives members of the Society an 
opportunity to participate in the preservation of our heritage by increasing 
people's knowledge and awareness. Further information may be obtained 
from lain Butler. 19 Albany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham or Nevil 
Gregory, Rowan Cottage, 2 Chapel Lane, Holloway, Nr. Matlock, 
Derbyshire. 

GOODLUCK MINE, Via Gallia, Nr. Middleton-Oy-Wirksworth 
(GR.SK 270565) 

Meet at 11.00 hrs at the mine entrance on the first Sunday of every 
month throughout the year. Leader: Mr. R. Amner, 58 Foljambe Ave, 
Walton, Chesterfield. Carry: underground gear, packed meal, pick, 
shovel. This is a private venture supported by the Society. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM 

Construction work at the Pavilion is progressing satisfactorily and it is 
hoped that the first phase will be open to the public by mid-May. At the 
present time, the water pressure engine is virtually installed in its pit with 
the timber shaft structure nearly completed, whilst considerable progress 
has been made with the insertion of the mezzanine floor. Painting and 
decorating work is well advanced, and by early March we should begin 
installing other exhibits. . 

Most of the work at the museum is being done under a Job Creation 
Scheme, but many members have contributed their special skills; drawing 
up plans, installing the engine, retrieving artefacts, conservation work, etc. 
Please let me know (Lynn Willies - Matlock Bath 43221 if you have a 
specialised skill which can be of use to us, or if you have any relics or other 
mining items which you would be willing to loan. Peter Challis is largely 
responsible for relics - you can contact him direct (051·722-9754). A 
photographer is part of the team - we should like to copy any of your 
better pictures or photographs for the museum collection; they are 
required both for current use and for later expansion. 

The best way to see progress is to visit: members can visit the museum 
at any time during working hours (8.00 to 6.30, Monday to Friday). Please 
contact the supervisor on arrival and try to avoid complicating his work. At 
weekends you will depend on voluntary workers being present, but we will 
certainly be there between 10.00 and 17.00 hrs on both Saturday and 
Sunday, 4th and Sth March if you would like to call then. 
(Lynn Willies). 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

We announce with regret that those of you who have not paid your sub

scription for 1977-78 will receive no further Bulletins; this will be your 
last Newsletter. If you wish to continue as a member of the Society you 
are asked to renew your subscription now. The rates are: 
Individuals £4.00; Joint (husband and wife) £5.00; Junior (under 16) 
£2.00. Please remit to the Treasurer, Mr. R.W. Mercer, Welford House, 
Matlock Street, Bakewell, DE4 1 EE. 

· 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NO. 3, 1977 

The meeting held on 3rd December, 1977 was attended by 4 5  
members. The Chairman, Dr. T.D. Ford, presided: 

1. The Director's Report and Accounts were adopted nem. con. on a 
proposition by Mr. L.M. Willies, seconded by Mr. J. Helliwell. 
2. Nominations for the Deputy Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honor
ary Recorder and Honorary Editor were accepted in the names of 
Mr. H.M. Parker, Mr. P.J. Naylor, Mr. A.J. Pearce and Dr. T.D. Ford 
respectively. Five nominations were received for two vacancies as 
Ordinary Directors; Mr. L.J. Riley and Dr. N.J.D. Butcher were elected 
by a vote. 
3. Mr. Mills of Bastow was appointed as Auditor. 
4. The meeting concluded and the Chairman gave an informal report of 
the Society's activities over the year. 
5. The meeting was followed by the Annual Dinner when our :J•Jests 
were Councillor and Mrs. Lewis Jackson. 
6. The evening concluded with an illustrated talk by Dr. A. Waltham 
on his caving activities. 

DR. WILLIAM A.S. SARJEANT 

The Western Development Museum in Saskatoon was the site of a 
presentation ceremony on July 15, 1977 at 3.00 p.m., at which the 
Honourable Ed L. Tchorzewski. Minister of Culture and Youth, awarded 
plaques to two individuals who have achieved prominence in the preserv· 
ation of Saskatchewan heritage. Dr. William A.S. Sarjeant (one of the three 

--- Foundw-Memtnrrn>f-l::surSoctervhivas-the-reci;rtam-ot-ane-of-ttiesnwartls. 
Born in Sheffield, England in 1935, Dr. Sarjeant began his interest in 

the preservation of cultural heritage through an involvement with the 
Society. 

Taking up residence in Saskatoon in 1972, Dr. Sarjeant resumed his 
heritage endeavours as a result of the apparent threat to the existance of 
the CP Rail Station in this City. He approached the Saskatoon Environ· 
mental Society on the matter and soon became instrumental in launching 
the (Society) on a campaign to attain legislation for the protection and 
preservation of such historical sites and landmarks. This legislation came 
into being on April 16, 1975. 

During the 1974-75 term, Dr. Sarjeant served as Chairman of the 
Saskatoon Environmental Society and has co-authored two books 
published by the Society. 

In addition to his work with the Saskatoon Environmental Society. Dr. 
Sarjeant is also involved with the Society For The Study of Architecture in 
Canada, particularly with its preservation committee. In 1973, he became 
Chairman of the Spacial Committee For The Listing And Preservation of 
Historic Building in Saskatoon. He has also been invited to be a member of 
Saskatoon's newly formed Heritage Advisory Board. 

COURSES OF INTEREST TO MEMBERS 

Mines of the Peak District. 31st March - 2nd April, 1978. 
Details available from the Principal, Peak National Park Study Centre, 
Losehill Hall, Castleton, Sheffield, S30 2WB. 

Welsh Gold Mines. 1st · 7th May, 1978. 
Lead and Copper Mines (Snowdonia). 17th - 24th June, 1978. 
Details available from the Principal, Snowdonia National Park Study 
Centre, Plas Tan y Bwlch, Maentwrog, Gwynedd, LL41 3YU. 

LATHKILL DALE NATURE RESERVE 

The Society has a permit from the Nature Conservancy Council 
allowing its members to gain access to abandoned mine workings and cave 
sv- tfl-.b!th*ill-Gele-w+thill4�t.io<>al-Nat<H 
Reserve. This permit is issued subject to strict conditions. A copy is avail
able from the Secretary. You are asked to visit the mines in accord with 
the permit; failure to do so could cause the authorities to withdraw this 
concession as has happened elsewhere in the past. 

GEOPLOT SERVICES 

This organisation, run and owned by one of our members, Mr. W.G. 
Lack, undertakes the draughting of surveys, etc. Welcoming enquiries on a 
normal commercial basis, he is willing to draw members' surveys, plans, 
etc., when intended for publication in the Bulletin for a nominal charge of 
£1 per hour. He is already tracing plans that are in the Society Collection 
to prevent further damage. 

Contact him at The Radleth, Plealey, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, 
SYS OXF. Tel: Pontesbury (0743 76) 343. 

THE BULLETIN 

The Editor apologises for the delay in posting the Autumn 1977 
Bulletin, Volume 6, Number 6, which was mostly due to delays with the 
printer. To save time the binding was left off: Members are asked to affix 
their own binding strip, PVC insulating tape being ideal. 

The Editor is in urgent need of material for the next Bulletin, Volume 
Number 1. which is due in Spring, 1978; if more items are not forthcoming 
this too will be delayed. Don't be shy: your material is acceptable in any 
form so long as it is legible. The Editor can lick it into shape and sketches 
can be redrawn. Many members have much material available; let us all 
share your knowledge. 

MR. W.H. BAILEY 

It is with deep regret that we must record the death of one of our 
Members, Mr. W.H. Bailey of Hathersage. Many of you will recall his talk 
and film on working beam engines after one of our dinners a few years ago. 

His interest in the archaeology of Derbyshire is well known, and his 
presence and knowledge will be missed. 

HISTORICAL REPRINTS 

Subject to demand, Moorland Reprints will publish two rare and much 
sought-after publications of the 19th Century. Both are well illustrated, 
and will form a valuable addition to your collection of local books, as well 
as being classics of topography and archaeology. 

Each edition will be limited to a maximum of 1.000 copies. The books 
will be hardback, with gold blocking to the spine, printed on high quality 
paper. 

Ashbourne and the Valley of the Dove was published anonymously in 
1839, and covers a large area of Derbyshire and The Peak around 
Ashbourne. Among the many places and scenes describeu, noteworthy is a 
detailed account of llam Hall and Alton Towers, end this is also one of the 
few books to give an account of a trip into Ecton Mines. There are many 
illustrations of sites now destroyed, including llam Hall. 

392 pages Price £8.00. Available Spring 1978. 

Ten Years' Digging was written by Thomas Bateman, the pioneer 
archaeologist. and gives detailed accounts ol.th�eJnalll/...bJU:rOWJI be and 
Samuel Carrington excavated in the Peak District of Derbyshire and 
Staffordshire, with many illustrations. As well as being one of the most 
famous documents of the beginnings of the science of archaeology, it is 
still a major source for the study of Bronze Age culture in Britain. 

324 pages. Price £8.00. Available Summer 1978. 

Ensure your copies by ordering now, to avoid disappointment. Please 
send a £3.00 deposit for each reprint to Moorland Reprints, The Market 
Place, Hartington, Buxton. Derbyshire, SK17 OAL. 

BOOKS 

1. 'Limestone and Caves of the Southern Pennines'. Edited by 
Dr. T.D. Ford. 

A comprehensive survey of this important karstic region, the first part 
of which describes the geology and scenery. It has many maps. The 
second part describes the caves. 492 pages, 99 line figures. 106 photo· 
graphs, £15.00 non-net in cloth, £11.50 non-net in paper-back, from 
Geo. Abstracts Ltd., University of East Anglia, Norwich, NR4 7T J. 

2. 'Shropshire Mining Club Journal, 1976". 

Size A4, 54 pages including 18 text figures and mine plans. Contents 
include The Mining History of Blists Hill, Excavations at the Lloyds 
Pumping Shaft at Coalport, The Smaller Engine Houses in South 
Shrops., The Pontesford Mine Engine House, Unusual Cave Pearls from 
Minera Mine and the Company History of the Snailbeach Mine. 
Price £1.00 plus 2Qp post and packing from Dr. I .J. Brown, 95, 
Manygates Lane, Sandal, Wakefield, West Yorks., WF2 7DL. 

REVIEW 

Brearley, G.H. (1977) Lead Mining in the Peak District. (Dalesman, 
Yorks, pp28) 

The title is the same as the 'Red Book', edited by Ford and Aieuwerts 
for Peak District Mines Historical Society. This booklet however, 
(though obviously mainly derived from the Red Book) contains mis-

centians, mjsjntprpretatjons and downright errors_wh ich.Dccur not 
so much in each paragraph as in practically every sentence. Without re
printing the whole thing, it is difficult adequately to illustrate the 
damage Dalesman have done to their reputation. It is hard to believe 
that any editor, let alone a competent referee, saw the text before it 
was sent to the printer. The booklet should be withdrawn and any 
unfortunate buyer offered his or her money back. (Lynn Willies). 

PUBLICATIONS 

A sensible way of using surplus cash is to buy one of the following 
publications available from the Publications Secretary Mr. M.J. Luff, 14, 
Tredington Road, Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 SEP. All the prices quoted are 
post free; Bulletins are a special price for members only. 

1. Bulletins 
Volume 4, Parts 1, 3, 6, (few only) 
Volume 5, Parts 1, 2, 3, 5, (few only) 
Volume 6, Parts 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 
All at £1 .50 each part. 

2. Special Publications 
No. 2 Lead and Lead Mining in Derbyshire - A.H. Stokes 
No. 3 Magpie Mine 
No. 4 Odin Mine (also bulletin volume 6, part 4) 

.. . 

£1.00 
25 

£1 .50 



3. Other Publications 
Lead Mining in the Peak District Eds. Ford and Rieuwarts 
The Copper Mines of Ecton Hill Robey and Porter 
Steam Engines and Waterwheels Woodall 
The Lead Industry of Wensleydale 
and Swaledale Raistrick 

85 
£1.60 
£4.00 

Volume No. 1 The Mines £3.50 
Volume No. 2 The Smelting Mills £3.50 

Yesterdays Golcondas - Notable British Mines • Bird £4.35 
Lathkill Date: Its Mines and Miners • Rieuwarts (hardback) £3.50 

(paperback) £1.40 
John Taylor: Mining Entrepeneur and Engineer, 

1799 · 1863 Burt £2.25 
The Caverns and Mines of Matlock Bath 

No. 1 The Nestus Mines:Rutland and 
Flindall and Hayes 

The Steam Engines of Thomas Newcomen 

Masson Caverns 
£1.25 

Rolt and Allen £6.50 

NEW MEMBERS 

Elected 17th June, 1977 

Miss J.C. Sinar, 60 Wellington Street, Matlock, DE4 3GS (renewal). 
Dr. A.J.M. Baker, 8 The Causeway, Dore, Sheffield, S17 3EA. 
Mr. S. Uttley, 73 Pin Street, Mexborough, South Yorks., S64 OLT. 

Elected 5th August, 1977 

Mr. A.G. Brinkworth, 67 Copthall Road West, lckenham, Uxbri.dge, 
Middlesex. 

Mr. L.R. Hill, 10 Pond Close, Stannington, Sheffield. 
Mr. J.H. McNeil, 12 Woodville Road, Brierfield, Nelson, Lanes. 
Mr. P.B. Pitman, 96 Shrewbridge Road, Nantwich, Cheshire. 
Mr. R.J. Quayle, 15 Burnt Stones Close, Sheffield. 

Elected 30th September, 1977 

Mr. R. Amner, 58 Foljambe Avenue, Walton, Chesterfield, 540 3EX. 
Mr. A.J.M. Henstock, The Cooper's Cottage, 24 Long Acre, Bingham, 

Nottingham. 
Mr. G.F. Hopwood, 25 Athlone Rise, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2LU. 
Mr. R.C. Metcalf, 9 St. Davids Crescent, Coalville, Leics., LEG 3SS. 
Mr. R.C.T. Murphy, 17 Garnett Crescent, Glen Parva, Leicester. 
Mr. M.W. Powell, 146 Meadowhead, Sheffield, S8 7UF. 
Mr. N.R. Rothwell, 19 Brocklehurst Avenue, Norton, Sheffield, S8 8JF. 

Elected 4th November, 1977 

Dr. R.J.P. Ackworth, Taylors Close, Snelsmoor Lane, Chellaston, 
Derby, DE7 1TD. 

Mr. & Mrs. S.L. Booth, 70 Christchurch Road, The Woodlands, 
Hucknall, Nottingham, NG15 

Mr. S. Gould, 27 Nottingham Road, Somercotes, Derbys. 
Mr. R. Mills, 101A Limetree Road, Hucknall, Nottingham, NG156AW. 
Dr. G.M. Gressley, Box 3334, University of Wyoming, Laramie, 

Wyomin9 82071. 

Elected 13th January, 1978 

Mr. C. Laidler, Bleaklow Mine, Hassop Avenue, Hassop, Nr. Bakewell, 
DE4 1NS. 

Mr. R.D. Moore, 27 Windsor Rise, Aston, Nr. Sheffield. 
Mr. M.D. Packham, 244 Crookesmoor Road, Sheffield, S10 1BE. 
Mr. D.J. Turner, 1 Mottershead Avenue, Little Lever, Bolton, 

Greater Manchester. 
Mr. S.J. Waller, The Meer, Main Street, Scarcliffe, Bolsover, 

Chesterfield. 

IN CONCLUSION - Wanted, as always, Leaders for meetings and lectures 
for 1978. Offers to the Secretary please. 

Peter J. Naylor continues as Honorary Secretary. However, he has changed 
his address once again and is now resident at: 

2 Masson Road, 
Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire,DE4 3PB. 

A telephone will be connected in due course. 


