
PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD. 
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SUBSCRIPrIONS 

Your subscription for the year ended 31st August 1980 falls due on 1st September 1979. 
The� rates are:- Member £5 OOp 

Joint Members £6 OOp 
Junior Member £2 50p 

(under 18 on 1st Sept. 1979) 
Institutional Member £8 OOp 

(will be invoiced on 1st Jan 1980.) 

Why have we had to raise subscriptions and what do we do with the money?. The last 
increase was in September 1976 and you will be only too aware of the effect of inflation 
since that date. 

The annual cost of printing and posting the Bulletin and Newsletter costs approximately 
£3 20p per member. This doesn't include general postage, stationery, preservation expenses 
etc. If it wasn't for the hard work (done voluntarily) by Society Officers, often causing 
them to be out of pocket , volunteers delivering Bulletins and Newsletters by hand and 
profit from sales of publications we would be insolvent. Postage costs are crippling, the 
increase will not helpt. 

To help us maintain these services please send your subscription renewal in on time. The 
next Bulletin is due in Dec./Jan. We cannot afford this time to send them out to unpaid 
members in the hope that they will reii'ii'W'"1:ater. Although many do, every year we lose a number 
of members for various reasons and these will have effectively received a free Bulletin. 
Please note therefore that we cannot send you the next Bulletin until you have renewed your 
membership. 

However, we are not in danger of becoming insolvent, the membership is growing, now over 
420, but we cannot afford to be complacent over financial matters. 

Miss Nellie Kirkham 

Members will be saddened to learn of the recent death of Nellie Kirkham, the doyen of 
mining historians and to who present and future students of mining history will be indebted. 
D. Nash, of Operation Mole, has written an obituary and compiled a bibliography of her works 
which will be included in the next Bulletin. Our sympathies are extended to her family. 

Help wanted 
Members living in the following cities/towns are requested to contact the Secretary or 

Mike Luff if they can deliver Bulletins and Newsletters in their areas. This is an ideal 
way of meeting other members but you must be able to collect the bulletins/newsletters from 
Derby or Leicester. If you are able and willing to help please contact either:-

Mike Luff. 14 Tredington Rd., Glenfield, Leicester. LE3 8EP. T. 0533 873577. 
Adrian Pearce. 34 Madison Ave., Chaddesden, Derby. T. 0332 670721. 
Postpersons are required for:- Chesterfield, Sheffield, Mansfield, Birmingham, Matlock, 

Stockport, Manchester, Leicester, Doncaster, Leeds. 

New Members elected 28th March 1979 
A.J. Goudie 
Miss M.E. Leighton 

elected 1st April 1979 
R. Marriot 

elected 4th May 1979 
N. Broomhead 
Mr & Mrs W.D. Welbourne 

Mrs M.E. Ward 

A.H. Millar 
Mr & Mrs B. MacDonald 

elected 20th May 1979 
Mrs H.E. Wilson 
P.R. Smith 

elected 29th June 1979 
Mr & Mrs R. Brown 
R.A. Palfreyman 
w. Tyson 
Dr. & Mrs M. Harrison 
Mr & Mrs B.M. Gotheridge 
J.A Wilmot 
Mr & Mrs F.E. Wright 

75 Moorhall, Bakewell, Derbys • •  

4667 Blenheim St., Vancouver B.C., Canada. 

12 Breckland Rd., Walton, Chesterfield. 

1 Fountain St., Tideswell, Buxton, Derbys. SK17 8JX. 
Field House Fm., Emmett Carr Lane, Renishaw, Sheffield 

S31 9UL 
Hunters Lodge, Eaves Knoll, New Mills, Via Stockport 

SK12 4QD 
86 Fernleigh Rd., London, N21 3AH 
Groby Park Farm, Bradgate Hill, Markfield, Leicester 

28 Ruskin Ave., Long Eaton, Nottingham. 
55 Goodwin Drive, Kimberley, Nottingham. 

29 Garfield Ave., Long Eaton, Nottingham. 
Red Lion Square, Heanor, Derbys • •  

34 Winchilsea Ave., Newark-on-Trent, Nottingham. 
6 Moor Green Lane, Moseley, Birmingham. 
70 Abingdon St., Derby. 
30 Woolley Rd., Matlock, Derbys • •  

12 Barrington Rd., Leicester. 
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1st August 1 

!he Honorary Secretary hereby gives notice that the Fifth Annual General Meeting of the 
P..it District Mines Historical Society Ltd. will be held at 5. OOpm on Saturday 1st December 
1979 at the Wheatsheaf Hotel, Bakewell, Derbyshire. 

Agendas will be available before the commencement of the meeting. 

The Companies Act 1948. 

Dear Member, 

A.J. Pearce. 
Honorn.ry Secretary. 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of Association of the Company; 

1) The Honorary Secretary will retire at the Annual General Meeting. 
2) The Honorary Editor and Honorary Recorder will retire. 
3) One third o f the remaining Committee Members (excluding the Honorary Treasurer) will retire. 

The Committee elected at the Fourth Annual General Meeting held on 2nd December 1978 are:-

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Honorary Secretary 
Honorary Treasurer 
Honorary Recorder 
Honorary Editor 

Ordinary Members 

Mr H.M. Parker 
Mr M.J. Luff 
Mr A.J. Pearce* 
Mr R.W. Mercer 
Mr J.M. Helliwell* 
Dr T.D. Ford* 

Mr I. Butler 
Mr P. Challis** 
Mr J. Peel** 
Mr L. Riley 
Mr D. Warriner 
Mr T. Worthington** 

Members whose names are asterisked (*) are retiring as required by the Articles of Association 
and are eligible for re-election. Those marked (••) are retiring and are not eligible for re
election. 

Fully paid up Members who are aged 18 or over are invited to nominate Members of the Society 
(who themselves are fu'.lly paid up and in agreement with the proposal) for the vacant positions 
on the Committeee. Nominations are required for Honorary Secretary, Honorary Recorder, Honorary 
Editor, three Ordinary Members. 

A nomination form is attached for your use, an unofficial nomination form will be accepted 
as long as it is in the form indicated. All nominations must be in the hands of the Secretary 
by 17th November 1979 at the latest. Proof of posting is not proof of delivery. 

THE ANNUAL DINNER 
Will follow the Annual General Meeting at 6. 45pm for 7. OOpm at the Wheatsheaf Hotel. 

Accomodation is limited to 100, on a first paid, first served basis. No tickets will be issued, 
it your cheque is not returned you can assume that you are booked for a dinner. A booking form 
is attached. 

Following the Dinner will be a slide show and a social. If you cannot make the Meeting or 
DiDner why not come along for this?. It is a good opportunity to meet other Members and talk. 

• 
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ea Britannica 

Subte�ea B�itannica is at present a group of individuals and representatiYes of organisations haVl.?lg more or less academic interests in principally historical archaelogical and industrial archaeological aspects of all manner of man-made and man-used �derground structures. It is at present, in the form of an interim steering committee, attempting to 
�stab�ish itself as a national organisation to act as a coordinating centre and clearing house in this area, and has an active Herts. & Cambs. local branch from which it evolved. 

� important aspect of its aims is the pursuit of comparative studies both within Britain & 
in mainland Europe. Strong links are already established with similar organisations in France & �ermany (where the corresponding national bodies are more archaeologically oriented, whereas SB 
includes a number of members primarily interested in mining history) , and are currently being 
developed in Belgium, Holland and other European countries. Sb has already hosted one International 
Conference, at Cambridge last year, and been represented at others in France. 

Another function of SB is the encouragement of the exchange of information and expertise and 
hints on methodolgy between groups of researchers up and down the country and throughout Europe; 
and to encourage liason between cavers, archaeologists, historians, geologists, geographers and 
others in the multi-disciplinary study of underground structures. 

Members' current individual research projects tend to centre on rock-cut cellars in the Bunter 
Sandstone of Nottingham; chalk souterrains in Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire; chalk building-stone 
and sand mines in the South-East; metalliferous mines in Wales; fougous in Cornwall; building
stone mines in France & Holland etc •• 

A modest Bulletin, of which eight issues have appeared to date, is published jointly with the 
Cambs. & Herts. Branch. 

SB aims to be aware of the numerous areas of 'politics' in connection with underground studies, 
whether bat politics, caving & archaeological politics etc., and realises that serious research 
underground must depend on effective collaboration in connection with access and conservation and 
safety matters with reputable and properly equipped caving and similar bodies; it wishes to uphold 
the highest possible standards in academic terms, archaeological work etc. 

An eight page statement of aims has been published and will be sent on receipt of a SAE (9x4") 
to anyone requesting a copy. The Secretary is Paul W. Sowan, 59 Orpin Rd., Merstham, Redhill, 
Surrey. RH1 3EX. 

'Closure'of Ladywash Mine, Eyam. 
Glebe Mines Ltd., part of Laporte Industries comprises the following mines in Derbyshire, 

Ladywash Mine (Eyam Moor) , Sallet Hole Mine (Coombs Dale, Stoney Middleton) and Sallet Hole II 
Mine (Longstone Edge) , the latter still in the development stage. Flourspar is the main product 
of these mines together with lead and barytes. The raw ore is treated at Cavendish Mill (Farnsley 
Lane, Stoney Middleton). 

The total site employs approximately 350 people and therefore constitutes a major industry for 
this part of the Peak District. In early February 1979 a meeting was held at Cavendish Mill Offices 
where Union Representatives from the workforce and middle management were informed that Ladywash 
Mine was to close for production purposes, due to its uneconomical output in relation to world 
prices. 

Although reserves are not necessarily short at the mine there are major technical problems & 
planning difficulties. Recent fatalities have resulted in an increased investment in safety aspects. 
As a result , flourspar can be imported at less cost than it can be currently mined from Ladywash 

The closure was to result in a trimming of the workforce in all departments. As far as the 
miners• were concerned they would be reduced from 160 to about 100 men. Applications for voluntary 
redundancies were requested and provision for redundancy and severance payments were agreed between 
the Unions & Management. As a result 65 applications were received; 41 from Ladywash and 24 from 
Sallet Hole. This avoided the necessity of compulsory redundancies. 

On 8th March the men concerned received their notice that they would be released on Friday 16th 
March. Longer notices were due but were payed in lieu. The remaining Ladywash men were transferred 
to Sallet Hole Mine on 19th March. Shift bosses (mine-officials) were released on March 30th. 

The mine (Ladywash) is to be kept open and in reserve on a care and maintainence basis. This 
means that a manager is retained, weekly underground inspections take place and any faults are 
corrected. 

· 

Thus this is not the end of another chapter in the long history of Ladywash Mine, more of a 
period of dormancy and it is quite possible that production may begin again in the not too distant 
fature. 

John Baker (25th Mar. 1979) (John, formerly employed at Ladywash transferred to Sallet 
Bole Mine in March. 
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lllibera' attending the Conference at Beamish saw the efforts of Chris Bull, our Exhibition 
.... Dillel', Oil display. Consisting of five well planned and carefully executed panels depicting 
t1le a1llil and projects of the Society etc., the display was the most 'professional' of the 
aid.bits. 

Chris would like to hear from anyone with ideas for improvement, expansion etc. Also he would 
welcome the help of any interested members with this important part of the Society's publicity 
'machine•. Please contact him at:- 7 Holmes St., Heanor, Derbys. 

Honorary Recorder 

The Hon. Recorder is not seeking re-election at the AGM, if you would like to undertake this 
important Society post please let the Secretary know as soon as possible, and from whom further 
particulars may be obtained as to the nature and duties involved. 

Books and Publications 

The Miners Dictionary, William Hooson, 1747. 
Hooson•s dictionary is probably the finest work on 18th cent. lead mining available. Hoooson 

emigrated to Wales probably from Youlgreave, Derbys. around 1720. The dictionary gives enormous 
detail of mining practice in Derbyshire, particularly for the early part of the century. It is 
being reprinted by the Institute of Mining & Metallurgy for sale at £11. By special arrangement 
it will be available to PDMHS Members at a pre-publication price of £9. Cheques for this amount 
MUST be received at Peak District Mining Museum by mid-September to qualify. LW. 
Note: The facsimile printing will be carried out by the specialists in this field, Scolar Press, 
Yorks • •  It will be on high quality laid paper in a distinctive binding and is to be a limited 
edition. It will be available late in 1979. Ed. 

Chase the Wind, E.v. Thompson, Pan . £1.20p. 

First published in 1977 in hard back by Macmillan this book won a 'best historical novel' 
competition. Set in Cornwall in the early 19th cent. it follows the fortunes, misfortunes and 
the loves of one Josh Retallick, a young mine engineer. The cover blurb is somewhat off-putting 
'saga of love and bitter destiny in Cornwall more than a century ago', but once past this it is 
highly readable, however not in the same class of 'mining novels' as Adam Brunskill. PJC. 

Ca ital Formation & Technolo ical Chan e in South West En land Metal Minin in the 19th Centu 
Schmitz. C. 197 in Minchinton, Walter. Capital Formation in SW England: Exeter Papers in 
Economic History No.9. Univ. Exeter A4.61pp. 

One for the specialist, for whom it is required reading. Schmitz wrestles with the problem of 
defining capital in mining- finds the industry requires special treatment. You may not accept his 
conclusions, but he certainly illustrates the problem. LW. 

Lead Mining and Smelting in Swaledale and Teesdale. 

Cleveland Ind. Arch. Soc. Research Report No.2 A4. 
(Available from A. Shayler, 44 Zetland Rd., Redcar. 

Shayler A.E., Almond J.K., Beadle H.L. 1979 

48pp. 
Cleveland TS10 3QD. £1.50p + 25p PP.) 

The authors have produced a relatively inexpensive guide to the remains to be found in the 
Dales, for a general audience as well as for more specialised such as ourselves. It thus has a 
relatively short guide to the methods of mining and concentrates on the sites themselves. It very 
properly includes map references, and has both general and individual maps and plans, though these 
might reasonably have been redrawn to a higher standard to match the general good quality of 
reproduction. Photographs, bearing in mind the inexpensive mode of production , have come out well. 
Altogether a very useful guide, recommended to members.LW. 

Wendron Tin. A.K. Hamilton Jenkin. 1978 
64pp. 26 plates, 20 maps, references & index. Soft covers. Published by Wendron Forge Ltd., 
Helston, Cornwall. £1. 80 + 50p PP. 

The author is well known for his outpourings on Cornish mining history.and perhaps best known 
for his now 'famous' title 'The Cornish Miner', first published in 1927. H�s 'Mines and Miners of 
Cornwall • booklets dealing in 16 parts, with the lesser known mines of the south west are also on 
most serious historians' bookshelves. Wendron Tin is in a similar form to the latter. The Wendron 
area was a mining field where tin was king although, being, geologically, the bottom of the tin 
zone (caused by erosion of the former thick covering of sedimentary rock) the mineral was patchy 
and bunchy. Moreover, a greater part of the cassiterite produced was won by alluvial mining rather 
than underground working. Those mines which were worked underground tended to be small affairs in 
the main and these were often troubled by a great deal of water. All these mines- and the alluvial 
works aa well- are painstakenly described: their histories often sketchy however due to lack of 
detailed contemporary documentation. On the whole this book will appeal to the more serious rea
e.roher who is prepared to do fieldwork. The monstrous maps, complete with transparent overlays, 
.. the front cover which would not look out of place prefacing an adventure romance in 'Woman's 

11111198ts that the volume is directed to the gullible tourist. Indeed, such is the rather 
�· ot the tome, that one wonders why there does not appear a section dealing with 

the 1ooal pic-nic area, ice cream cart, toilets and useless gift shop. A sad sip of 
. .. 



& Publications cont.) 

The Llandudno Copper Mines, C.J. Williams 1979. 
Northern Mine Research Society. Monograph, British Mining 

NMRS continue their valuable service to our knowledge of the mining districts of the British 
Isles. In this Monograph the author describes a small but relatively important mining area in 
the Carboniferous rocks of N. Wales but unlike the better known Carboniferous deposits of Flint
shire & Denbighshire, which produced lead and zinc, the Llandudno mines were primarily copper 
producers. In the 184o•s the mines were known as the 'Welsh California'- however, the boom was 
short lived when the miners found more lucrative work providing for tourist hordes. 

This well researched and interesting work was originally written for publication as a book 
aimed at the general public and herein lies a small quibble. It is somewhat annoying to have the 
formation and types of mining companies explained and even more so to be warned of the dangers 
of exploring old mines in a volume which is, presumably, now aimed at a more informed readership. 
However that said it is gratifying that the work has reached the light of day after suffering 
rejection by the original publisher. PJC. 

Society Projects. 

Crich: Lead Mining Display: Tramway Museum. GR SK343533. 

This Society project is still being operated by a pathetically small, but not despondent, 
group of members. As usual we are appealing for more members to help out on the site. This time 
we are appealing to those mebers who have recently joined the Society who live relatively adjacent 
to Crich- Nottingham, Long Eaton, Matlock, Eastwood etc. Come on, pack the wife and kids in the 
car and have a day out at Crich. 

Over the past weeks the Red Rake Pump has been completed and now stands looking resplendent 
in its coats of red & green paint. Motive power to drive the pump has been promised, by the 
Tramway Museum, who have offered an electric motor & power supply. As the power supply cannot 
be installed until the end of the season we shall now make a start on rebuilding and siting the 
waterwheel. If you would like to assist in this second stage of development we meet on the site 
on the first and third Sunday of every month at 10am. 

As this project is entirely self-supporting we have to rely on the sales of samples & books 
etc for income. Help on this side of the project would be particularly welcome. 

Further information from:- Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, Stapleford Netts. T. Sandiacre 
398069 or Nevil Gregory, Rowan Cottage, 2 Chapel Lane, Holloway, Nr. Matlock, Derbys. 

Brushfield/Taddington Survey Project. 

See previous Newsletters for details: for further details contact John Baker, c/o 9 Thorpe 
Ave., Bakestone Moor, Whitwell, Nr. Worksop, Netts. 

Goodluck Mine. Via Gellia GR SK270565 

See previous newsletters for details: anyone interested in joining this project please 
contact the Leader:- Ron Amner, 58 Foljambe Ave., Walton, Chesterfield. 

Lathkill Dale Project 

Help of a general nature is required on the following dates Aug. 12th: Sept. 23rd: Or.t. 21st� 
Nov. 4th. For details and further information, offers of help etc., contact the Secretary:-
A. Pearce, 34 Madison Ave., Chaddesden, Derby. T. 0332 670721. 

Peak District Mining Museum. 

Members are always welcome at the Museum- a cup of tea always available. If you can spare 
a.da�, then please help run the Museum at the weekend- volunteers always needed. Ring Lynn 
Will7e� (Matlock 4322) or the Museum (o629 3834) or call in. We now have a splendid collection 
of mining books on sale, for all areas- you can order by post. Why not organise a group visit from any other Society you belong to?. LW. 

Under t�e auspices of.the Museum, the Stonedge Chimmney is to be consolidated & pointed. Work
.

has now started on site and Terry Worthington would like to hear from anyone able and willing to lend a hand on weekdays from mid- August onwards- contact Terry at the Museum for further details and offers of help. 

Cbatterl!J Whitfield Mining Museum 

Aa reported in the last Newsletter the cw. coal mining museum is now open. It is situated 
....-OX• 2 miles from Tunstall on the A527 to Biddulph & Congleton. Closed Monday's, Tues-9.30iua- 4.30pa, weekends & Bank Holidays. Admission: adults £1 25p. Senior Citizens & 65p. (Children under 12 years old are not pennitted underground). The Mu.Hwa oloeM Qot. atil Spring 1980. Concessionary rates for parties over 20 in number. 



lllllb4lrll tchris Moffitt) has recently found a mineral nev to the Bi:'1 
Wt�IM spcimeu in Roughton Gill he found a mineral subsequently identititil 

Mwl.wn (NR) as Tsumebite or Arsentsumebite- a basic lead & copper phosphate. 
, ftJ7 generously donated it to the Museum (l) where it can be seen on display in tM 
Gallery. 

!Meop Sntem 

On the recent search operation in the Matlock area for the then missing teenage couple E. J. 
Mullins was involved in the search of Masson Cavern, he submits the following report:-

'On arriving at Masson r;c,. we were informed by the quarry manager that large amounts of Nitrate 
explosives had been pumped down shot holes into cavities under the quarry floor & detonated over 
the previous week and that this would be the proceedure over the following working life. 

It was quickly calculated, allowing for a slight draught outwards, that the system in places 
would contain lethal concentrations of nitrous oxide. Thus armed with a breathing apparatus set, 
Davy lamp, Dreager gas detection kit and canary I (belt and several pairs of braces technique), 
we made a thor9ugh search of the show cave area and all the workings in the immediate vicinity 
and then proceeded on to the furthest reaches of the system. On reaching the crawls we encount
ered a strong smell of gas, but according to the gas detector and the canary these were not of 
high concentration yet. On reaching within 200yds of the quarrying area all the passages were 
in an extremely dangerous condition, with large collapse zones of a very unstable nature with 
all the passage walls coated in afine blasting dust. At this point it was decided to abandon the 
search as the entire system close to the quarry workings had been converted to a very dangerous 
battleground and the risks of lethal pockets of Carbon Monoxide were ever present' • 

Odin Mine 

An extension to Odin Mine has recently been discovered. A draught issuing through deads in 
the vein at the head of the 35ft pitch led to the removal of ten cubic yards of deads enabling 
a crawl into an open part of the vein. A 4ft long cross-cut found on the left led into collaspsed 
workings. Straight on led through restricted sections up a forty five degree slope to a 20ft 
pitch at the bottom of which is a stone stempled passage going in two directions, to the east (to
wards the known parts of the mine) the passage chokes after approx. 100ft. The floor of this sect
ion appears to have had a track laid at some period. Above is an area of very loose workings, to 
the west, from the base of the pitch thepassage deteriorates in stability until at about 150ft 
there is a total choke which emits a draught. 

Explored by members of Eldon Pothole Club, who are hoping to further their explorations. 
(From DCA Newsletter NO. 40 April 1979) 

Youd' s Level. 
Dave Warriner and friends have now completed their survey (only just in the nick of time 

considering Ted Mullins account of the Masson system). Dave is now negotiating with Bowaters 
for the supply of a roll of newsprint on which the 6,500ft survey will be plotted! The results 
will be published in the Bulletin. 

Oil in the Midland's 
No, not a petrol tanker sighted approaching Bakewell!. Most members will be aware of the 

bitumen deposits eg. etaterite, found at Windy Knoll Qy. nr . Castleton. Indeed hydrocarbons 
occur widely in the rocks of the area- Hucklow Edge miners' utilised them as a leather 
preservative, until they found their boots shrivelling up instead. 

With an eye to finding his own free supply your penurious Newsletter Editor has turned up 
the following. About 300 gallons of oil per week were produced from the Southgate Colliery, 
Clowne, nr. Chesterfield. This oil was refined by James Young c1848, and when the supply ceased 
he experimented with the distallation of coal which led to him founding the Scottish Oil Shale 
Industry. In May 1918 a boring at Hardstoft near Chesterfield struck oil at 3, 075ft and yielded 
approx. 400 gallons a day for some time. Near Sheffield, at Manvers Main Colliery oil was struck 
in 1902 and 100 barrels or 35 gallons a day extracted until 1916. In 1847 oil was discovered in 
Riddings Colliery, nr. Alfreton, the supply averaged 7i barrels aday for 30 years. At Kelham in 
Notte. oil was found in 1911 whilst boring for coal and a company was formedto prospect in the 
area and work the Kelham deposit. Finally, oil and parafin wax were known from several mines in 
the Staffordshire coalfield, eg. Meirhay Colliery, Longton, which produced 5 tons of oil per 
week for several years, a small refinery being erected in 1874 at Cobridge to treat it. 

It now behoves the diviners' and drill-rig experts in the Society to go out and search- if 
not there is every likelehood that your Newsletter Editor will be forced to dust off his bicycle 
ancl festooned with his mining accoutrements pedal furiously towards Magpie!. 

DCA are still negotiating an access agreement following the death of the key-holder. The 
w.e recently auctioned S. DCA hope to have some positive news shortly. Meanwhile in the 

iM•• of tature goo4 relations there please stay away from the mine. 
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The following letter has been received from Prof. P.A. Young, Head of the 

and Mineral Sciences; Univ. of Leeds. 

I was interested in the reference to Radon in the April newsletter. It is not the radon gas 

as such which is the real danger, but the radon daughters (i.e. the fine part�culate so�ids into 

which the gas decomposes, and which are trapped in the lungs, where they
_ 

continue to �mit ... part

icles). We operate a teaching mine in the Greenhow area, and we are required by the
_

Mines Inspec

torate to keep a careful check on radon daughter concentrations, and on the cumulative exposure 

of staff and students. In the winter and Easter period (when we much of our work) the natural 

ventilation is from outbye, and, except in some blind workings, levels are �ery �ow. However, 

in the summer ventilation reverses, and stagnant gas is drawn from old workings inbye. Under 

·these conditions we have had staff members who in 40 hours, have clocked up doses of 0.2 WLM 

("working level months"). At 1.0 WLM/year it is recommended that medical supervis�on i� ne�essary, 

and we are playing safe and insisting on annual blood tests in any event. The maximum permissable 

exposure is 4.0 WLM/year, but, in view of experience in Sweden and elsewhere, !suspect that these 

limits will be lowered. 

I note that one of your members is interested in tracking down any evidence of radon damage 
amongst the old miners. I would venture to suggest that epidemiological studies

.
are difficult 

enough at the best of times, and the more retrospective they are, the more difficult they become. 
In the Swedish iron ore mining areas deaths from lung cancer among the general population are 
statistically below average (probably due to very low levels of atmospheric pollution) , but much 
above average among underground workers. Even with a cumulative exposure of between 2 and 36 WLM 
during the total period underground there is some evidence for an increase in annual mortality 
(from about 1 per 10,000 to 2 per 10,000) . At cumulative levels in excess of 170WLM the annual 
mortality rises to 21 per 10,000. I might add thatactivities of 1WL may commonly be found in 
unventilated areas, so that a few months exposure even at this level may have a statistically 
significant effect (particularly if we bear in mind possible synergisms with surface atmospheric 
pollution, smoking and/etc.). 

Thanks are due to Prof. Young for his letter, I am advised that the member interested in 
investigating the 'radon problem' amongst old miners has given up the idea. Ed. 

Matlock Mining Museum (againl) 

Points from the Project Leader 's end of year report, April 1979. 

Visitor numbers were somewhat ahead of forecast by the end of the financial year, realising 
about 33p per head entrance fees. The value of sales per head has risen to approx. 20p. Our sales 
objectives are threefold; to stock all specialist mining history publications; to maintain a 
stock of related & local material for the tourist or non-committed visitor & finally to cater for 
good value requirements for children. Mrs Naylor, our part time sales officer, deserves congratul
ating on the efficient running of the sales facility. 

Educational development, most parties now seem to visit the Rutland Cavern by special arrange
ment with us, a considerable number go to Magpie. We have produced four small publications, sold 
cheaply, especially for educational parties, with more planned. 

Display development, Only very limited display work has been carried out, a contract for a 
further £3,800 of work has been placed, this will complement our own work on mine drainage. 

Equipment, we were fortunate tobe able to benefit from a grant from the Countryside Commission, 
which enabled us to buy an IBM typewriter, & an offset litho machine, the grant also covered the 
cost of printing materials, display lighting etc • •  

We consider a visitor flow of between 40, 000 & 50, 000 in the next full year feasable. Inside 
the Museum the next major development will be the intallation of the Wills Founder Pump, and 
associated drainage display. A display of washing & smelting on the mezzanine floor is envisaged. 
Lynn Willies. (The audited accounts are attached to the report & show a surplusl) 
Meetings 

Lathkilldale 
Saturday 22nd Sept. 1979 

Meet at 2pm in the Over Haddon Car Park SK203665 for a surface walk through Lathkilldale. See 
the 'Red Book', itinerary 5 or Rieuwerts; Lathkill Dale, Its Mines & Miners for further details. 
Leader: Ron Tune. 

Dresser Minerals; Ryder Point Plant visit. 
Advance notice is given of a visit to the surface plant of Dresser Minerals. Probably Oil a 

Saturday afternoon in April 1980. The visit will be strictly limited to 20 members who must be 
under 18 years o� age. Helmets will be necessary & overalls, wellingtons strongly �ecommanded, 
visitors are advised to 'come prepared to get dirty•. No animals will be allowed on the pre1111 ... 
l'arther details will appear in the next Newsletter (Dec/Jan) . However, for a number of re&s088, 
pi.a.t 1'9-equipnent etc., ��seer's will probably be unable to give a final date until Feb. 1980;i; 
With this in mind & the 11m1t on numbers a booking system may be announced. 
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This will be an introduction to lead mining and the SooietJ 
anyone else who may be interested. 

In the morning there will be atour around Magpie Mine surface with a talk on the histo17. Ve 
will then go to Lathkill Dale, (please note that this will only be a brief visit and Ron Tune's 
Ti.sit will be in much more detail). An easy lead mine will be explored in the afternoon. A helmet 
& lamp are required (spare helmets can be provided), together with suitable footwear, overalls etc •• 

Leaders: John Poulter, Adrian Pearce. 

'Industrial Archaeology'-- Recording surface remains. 

Important mining remains are fast disapearing-- It is proposed to form a group to record with 
photographs, supplemented by detailed drawings & measurements some of the surviving structures. 

Initially a meeting will be held at Magpie Mine , Sunday 9th September 1979: 10. 30am. As 
there are some old jigs to be examined, a start could be made on these. Members unable to attend 
but who would like to be involved in subsequent sessions should contact: Mr A.G. Dixon, 
2 1  Marlborough Drive, Belper, Derby. DE5 1LB. T. Belper 3020. 

If possible bring along cameras, tapes, drawing materials etc. ( Members may like to know that 
Tony has produced a superb set of drawings, now in the Society's collections, of the Jingler 
Headstocks, nr. Grich, which many will be aware are on their last legs (1). 

Meets Reports 

Carsington Pastures: 1st April 1979. 

After a short General Meeting at Middleton Top Engine House, approximately 20 members went 
by car to Harboro1 Rocks. After walking up to Harboro' Rocks cave, past the old firebrick works, 
the party followed the High Peak Trail to the top of Hopton Incline then walked along the foot
path across the Pastures. Paet the site of Condway Mine, or Conway Knowls last worked in the 
19401s for barytes. Gaining the hill overlooking Carsington some time was spent investigating 
the old shafts, hillocks and remains of the complex of mines with names such as; Innocent, 
Childrens Fortune, Burning Drake, Have-at-All, worked for lead & calamine up to the middle of 
the 19th Cent. 

Descending the hill to Carsington a pleasant lunch spot was discovered in the immediate 
vicinity of the 'Miners' Arms'. 

After a suitable interval the party proceeded along the footpath linking Carsington & Brass
ington passing numerous old shafts, many following parallel veins only 50-100ft apart. Just before 
reaching Wester Hollow, a short diversion was made to Carsington Pastures Cave, complete with a 
mine shaft 'chimney' in the roof. 

The next stop was at Nickalum or Old Brassington Mine with its stone building, and a probable 
site for a gin-circle was discussed. Further down the path another site for a crushing circle and 
settling pond was pointed out. At this point the path was alongside an old open vein working, now 
completely grassed over. From here the party descended to Braasington village then returned to the 
cars via a footpath alongside a sand quarry, now apparently abandoned, giving a view of the many 
hued sands for which the area has been quarried over the centuries. 

Finally, members were relieved to find that there actually was a meeting and it was not an 
April Fool's hoax. 

Ron Tune. 

West Yorkshire Collieries, Surface visit: 29th April. 1979 

I. Brown has submitted a report of this meeting to the Bulletin Editor. 

Mine Surveying: 19-20th May 1979 

About 18 people attended Richard Shaw's practical surveying weekend. After a short introduction 
to the general principles & methods of cave/mine surveying the participants divided into groups 
for a short closed traverse around the surface of Magpie Mine. This evil, twisting course was 
quickly completed as the embryo surveyors were eager to return to the warmth of the cottage and 
the calculation and plotting of their surveys. This exercise finished more or less satisfactorily 
(the newsletter editors group are still unable to explain their 3m vertical misclosurel), the now, 

' confident to tackle anything' surveyors headed for a real mine, Rookery at Ashford. 

The same groups each tackled a small area of the mine and by Sunday afternoon the sounds of 

matchsticks being shuffled and an abacus in full flight rent the cottage air, whilst the mysteries 

of tans,coeinee & co-ordinates were ruminated and eventually surveys began to miraculously appear 

on drawing boards; some even bearing a faint resemblance to the underground layout of Rookery MineL. 

Before departing Richard and his helpers collected up the results muttering darkly about subm-

itting them to a computer in order to obtain a full and accurate (?)l survey, so overcome by the 

experiences of the weekend he even ventured to suggest that there will be further joys in store for 

tbe ftfv who agreed to form the nucleus of a •surveying group'- just to please the Hon. Sec. who 

_. kea a.e always in •member participation' "PJC. 



v.l.th J9P. or Lcmgetone Edge without Teare). 1,tll *1 19'1Jir 
ed. collection of members, friends and curious onlookers aseemblei J<>J;m Poulter's annual May pilgrimmage to Cavendish Mill and all ite � first time that PDMHS had been invited formally and the initial shock at the al� tille of 10. 30am was compounded into consternation when it was quite clear that the 'lll'Ol!ll'liilliil 

tille was indeed the actual starting time. However despite this unearthly hour over 20 people 1J one dog 1118Ilaged to meet the deadline and set off in magnificent weather. 
• John explained that he was probably Derbyshire's greatest non-expert still alive, claiming that he knew very little about an awful lot; as the day unfolded we were able to see what he meant\ 
• 

The first stop was at Longstone Church to give the right of way to a large herd of cows & ve w�re told.about the carvings of t•owd man in the church roof, this was followed by a detail
�d dis�ertation on the problems of hill farming re planning control over agricultural build� 
ings with some natural history and architectural points thrown in. We then mercifully vanquish-
ed another herd of irate hill cows, ne�otiated a particularly vicious stile and looked at the 
old lead workings & modern spar workings along the Longstone Edge Vein & Wagers Flat. The cold 
winter and spring meant that very few flowers were out but mountain pansies and violets were 
present together with cowslips & primroses. The lead wort (Minuartia verna) which was one of the 
aims of the excursion, and which is normally abundant on Longstone Edge, was not, unfortunately 
seen. More excruciating stiles followed before we came to the spectacular site of the modern spar 
workings on the High/Deep Rake line. As these were prudently examined from a safe distance we 
were told about a local murder nearby over 100yrs ago when a miner threw his wife into a pond 
because she defied him. Then down into Coombs Dale (a site of Special Scientific Interest) past 
Sallet Hole Mine and various other interesting holes & workings. Our eventual arrival at Middleton 
Lane was ta.ken as the opportunity to talk about the 1758 Turnpike road from Chesterfield and of 
course that notorious local highwayman, Black Harry. Cavendish Mill was next on the itinery, this 
is possibly the largest flotation mill in Europe, the process is modern, fascinating and leads 
to immense problems over the disposal of tailings, which come out as a fine silt suspended in 
water. Laporte1s efforts at reclamation of the disused tailings lagoons were seen, including tree 
and grass planting and it was thought appropriate to sing a couple of stanzas of 'where sheep may 
safely graze'. Inevitably of course this led onto a discussion of the merits of various breeds of 
hill sheep, some particularly fine looking Derbyshire Gritstone Ewes being in evidence. Finally 
back home via a little known path over Longstone Moor( perhaps an old track- the Portway?) a 
limestone moor with an uncommon ecology, some fine curlews & a singularly nasty semi open mine 
shaft. 

However the most singular recollection is the wide variety & extreme difficulty of the very 
many stiles on the route. When tackled about this John said that the ladies had not experienced 
any difficulties but after further cross-examination it was admitted that the route had been 
carefully chosen to bring down to earth a certain Director of the Society, who in the course of 
time had involved John in some of the Machiavellian machinations of the Management Committee. As 
this certain Director, perhaps forewarned had chickened out on this occasion it was clear that 
further torment is in hand & he will need all his ********** (here the manuscript has become 
inexplicably faded, preventing this word being deciphered; this is unfortunate as the newsletter 
editor believes it may have revealed the identity of this Despicable Director), sangfroid to 
survive unscathed.JWA. 

Mining Conference: Beamish Open Air Museum 23-24th June 1979. 

A sizeable camping contingent installed themselves comfortably on the field provided by 
Beamish during Friday 22nd June, and in the evening various exhibitions & displays were set up in 
the old reconstructed hall that had been made ready for the Conference, although apparently it 
had been touch & go whether our hosts could finish the interior in time for our occupation. In the 
event the unfinished stairs and lack of electric illumination lent a certain •atmosphere' to a 
conference on old mines. 

The programme ran with a precision hardly dared hoped for & the discussion on the problems of 
access to mines, on the first evening, produced a lively debate. One participant vociferously 
defended his point of view with the result that people appeared on the following day proclaiming, 
on self-adhesive badges, their support or otherwise for the gentleman in question. I t may be 
pointed out however, that his only apparent supporter may have been motivated more by the �ree 
refreshments lavished by the •vociferous gentleman' on his supporter, than by actual committment 
to his causet. 

Arthur Raistrick, in his opening address outlined some areas of our subject that require closer 
investigation, & he made a plea for photographs to be taken showing mines in the context of �he 
landscape of which they form a part. Notable contributions included

.
a lucid account of

_
th� mines 

and present day remains of the N. Wales Carboniferous Limestone mining area by
.

Chris Williams, a 
highly amusing account of the work of Earby Mines Research Group, by Dave Carlisle, and our.own 
Jlllrr,y Parker's professional account of the Wills Founder saga. There w�re one or two extra items 
thl'ovD in for good measure including an accollnt of the recent exploration of Greenside Hine, 
Patterdale. 

'lhoee unable to attend will be pleased to know that Beamish Museum are investigating the 
bilitJ of producing a proceedings of the Conference. Also the idea �f

.
some sort �f national 

of lliDing societies was floated & greeted with enthusiasm, and prell.IDJ.Ilal'Y work is now under 
:l.IMst�te this. Those present were asked their feelings on the desira.bilitJ of future 

, the consensus 
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it opbd.Oll opted for a bi-annual event. Shropshire Mining Club have offered to host tJle 
.._ :la 1981, at Ironbridge. Finally thanks are due to the staff of Beamish Museum for their 
lt'forta to ensure the success of the weekend. 

An Introduction to PIHIS 

Adrian Pearce & John Poulter recently combined two excursions into a day trip which might well 
form the basis for an introductory day for New Members. 

John led off (at 09. 30 of all times) with a brief tour of the Magpie site, followed by a 
welcome cup of tea and the payment of the requisite fees. By this time the established PDMHS 
members were all more or less awake and in presentable condition. Adrian then took over & took the 
party to Lathkill Dale. The journey there was not without incident as John could be seen struggling 
with a large runaway horse. When the horse began to bite Adrian retreated into his car & offered 
useful advicel. Eventually to everyone' s chagrin the owner arrived- not the willowly blonde that 
we had hoped for but a fat small girl with pig tails & a grizzled farmer, who hoped that John had 
not kicked the horse as it had suffered a leg injury in a similar episode a week earlier. 

After lunch at Magpie Mine the underground part of the day was scheduled to commence with a 
tour of the Ashford Black Marble mines led by John. The announcement that there was a plan led to 
much interest and speculation as John was brought up in the hard northern school where surveys are 
drawn on various materials, butchers' bags & old cigarette packets being fairly standard. We were 
not disappointed, we were it seems to entrust ourselves to a photograph of a large hairy cater
piller in the final stages of delirium tremens 

The final trip was to the Mouldridge Mine, with Adrian leading, and demonstrating that there 
really is a one dry walk-in mine in Derbyshire- that mystical El Dorado of countless thrutchings, 
soakings, on caving trips in other parts of the country.JWA. 

Goyt Valley 

Does anyone have any information on the mine shafts in the Goyt Valley?. The Peak Park Plan
ning Board are interested in aquiring some land there & would appreciate any help in detailing 
where they are or anything else about them. Please contact:- Mr J.V. Lee, P.P.P.B., Aldern House, 
Baslow Rd., Bakewell, Derbyshire. 

Wirksworth Survey Project 

John Millar, Project Leader would like to hear from anyone interested in joining the Project, 
please contact him at:- 25 Greenland Ave., Mackworth, Derby. 

Lathkill Dale Project 

Please note that the new time to meet is now 11.00am instead of 10.00am. 

Editorial 

Attendances at Society meetings has been encouraging, however, prospective Leaders & suggesti
ons for venues are still thin on the ground. Your Committee is working hard on fullfilling this 
vital part of the Society's activities & several varied meets are in the pipeline for 1980. The 
Newsletter Editor is willing to try and arrange meets in other parts of the country- but only if 
there is sufficient enthusiasm & response for such meets- it is unfair to ask people to organise 
visits & then find only a small handful of people bothering to attend. Let me know your views
suggestions for venues and above all offers to actually get out in front & lead a meeting!. Don' t 
leave it to the regular band of stalwarts. 

Thanks to the efforts of Iain Butler & the use of the Society's offset lithe it is now 
possible to reproduce good quality B&W photographs, if you have anything suitable to offer please 
forward to the Newsletter Editor, together with anything else of interest to the Membership- reme
mber the quality of the Newsletter is very largely in YOUR hands- get cracking- lets hear from YOU. 
Next Newsletter: Dec/Jan. P.J. Challis, 43 Fieldway, Liverpool, L15 ?LU. 

Photographs. 
Page 11, the Mining Conference, Beamish; the opening address by Dr. A. Raistrick & the Hon. 

Sec. Photographs are by Harry Parker. 

Page 12, the surveying weekend, Magpie Mine; showing the participants at Magpie & underground 
at Rookery Mine. Photographs by Paul Deakin. 

The Newsletter Editor is grateful to all those people who have submitted reports, photographs 
etc., thus making his load a light one. 

Ceves: A Course at Losehill Hall. 

For anyone interested in the formation of limestone caves, not a caving course but excursions 
to caves will be included. T.D. Ford & Dr A. Waltham lecturing among others. Dates 9th-11th Nov. 
1979. At Losehill Hall, cost £28 inc. Write:- Peak Park Study Centre, Losehill Hall, Castleton, 

� .  830 2WB. T. Hope Valley 20373 for full details. 
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