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SUBSCRIPTIONS 

If an 'X' appears in the following box you have not renewed your subscription for 
1981 /82. This will be the last publication that you will receive unless you forward 
your subscription to the Treasurer immediate ly. 

If you write to any of the Society ' s  Officers please enclose a SAE, if a reply is 
required. 

Annual General Meeting - Chairman' s  Report. 

11It is most fitting that we are holding the Annual General Meeting at our own 
Museum and I hope this practice will continue. 

The past year has again been one of progress for the Society. During the year 
we have had fifteen meets throughout the country and our thanks is due to those who 
organise them - we still need volunteers to lead these mee ts,  so any offers will be 
gratefully received. 

Introductory and Training meets have been held during the year. The purpose of 
these meets is to provide first-hand experience of underground exploration and techniques 
used and also as a means of introducing and welcoming new members to the Society activities. 

The major social event of the year (apart from the A.G.M and dinner of course) was 
the Centenary celebration of the opening of Magpie Sough. 

Ano ther event during the year , at which the Society was represented ,  was the Bi-annual 
Conference of the National Association of Mining History Organisations (NAMHO) held at 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum. The Society provided several speakers for this as well as a large 
number of delegates. 

During the summer a party of members and friends took part in an expedition to the 
Roman mines at Rio Tinto in Spain. This was at the invitation of the Huelva Archeo
Me tallurgical Project to survey and report on the remains of Roman mining in this area. 
A report of this expedition will be appearing next year. 

The Society projects, at Grich and Goodluck Mine , continue to flourish and new volun� 
teers will be welcomed by the organisers. A further projec t  started this year at Holme 
Bank Chert Mine , in Bakewell. The leader , Colin Laidler , will willingly show members round 
this interesting mine, with the hope of recruiting some more member volunteers. 

The Society ' s  showpiec e ,  the Museum, goes from strength to strength and the number of 
visitors this year shows a small increase on last ,  which in our view is most commendable 
considering the economic climate and is encouraging. 

Our thanks must go to the staff at the Museum and the volunteers, in particular Mr. 
John Hopkins who has guided many parties around Magpie Mine throughout the year. New 
volunteers are always needed and I am sure the curator, Pam Diamond , would assist anyone 
who felt a little diffident over what was required. 

It is appropriate to reflect sometimes of the things we take for granted, during the 
course of the year - each member of the Society has received four splendid News-letters 
and two Bulletins which are the envy of many other organisations. Our thanks go to the 
Editors of both publications whose jobs will be made easier if you, the members , keep writing 
and submitting articles. 



• 

What cf the future? Two major projects are planned for 1982, each quite different from 
the other. The first is the re-opening of Temple Mine in Matlock Bath to the public to 
complement their visits to the Museum. A planning application has been submitted and hope
fully work will commence in the New Year. Volunteers will be required for digging out the 
level and clearing the site in general. 

The second project requires digging of a different nature. I want you all to dig into 
your pockets! The Society intends to lay water on at the Field Centre and although nruch of 
the work can be done on a voluntary basis, the unavoidable costs amount to nearly £1000, 
which we shall have to bear ourselves. A fund is being created to raise this money - so 
please give generously. Water on site will enable some long needed improvements at the 
centre to be carried out. 

Finally� may I thank all the people who have done so nruch for the Society and in 
particular the Officers who have served you well during the past year. May I also say how 
much I have enjoyed this year of office." 

M.J. Luff. 

Society Awards 
The Peak Mines Award. 

This year, after deliberation by the judges,  the Peak Mines Award has been won by 
Dave Warriner. 

The Harold Sergeant Preservation Award. 

This award has been won by Ron Amner for his sterling work at Goodluck Mine. 

Society Officers 1982 

The following members were elected to serve the Society for 1981/82. 

Chairman : 
Dep. Chairman: 
Secre tary : 
Treasurer : 
Editor : 
Recorder: 

Ordinary Members. 

Membership Secretary. 

M. Luff. 
P. Naylor. 
F. Peel. 
R. Mercer. 
T.D. Ford. 
G. Rose. 

Sue Riley. 
John Poulter. 
Colin Laidler . 
John Pickin. 
Roy Paulsen. 
Andy Gillings. 

To help ease the load on the Secretary and Treasurer we have now created a 
Membership Secretary. All queries regarding membership should now be sent to : -
Mrs. Sue Riley , 296 Nottingham Road, Eastwood, Nottingham. Tel : Langley Mill 65546. 
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New Members 
New Members elected 4th. September 1981 

N. Hoppe 
J. Vasey 
Dr. W. SJE..tcher 
M. Quick 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Mason 
A. Wood 
M. Adams 
T. Mawdsley 
A. Scragg 
Golden House 

Highlands, 1 Meadowcroft Close, East Grinstead, W. Sussex. 
Windyridge, Riding Hill Ave, Shirebrook, Mansfield, Notts. 
5 Wood Hey Grove, Syke, Rochdale, Lanes. 
29 Eglington Rd, Chingford, london E4 7AN 
6 Church Lane, Ashton-upon-Mersey, Sale, Cheshire. 
23 Leacroft Rd, Winster, Matlock, Derbys. 
126 Wood Rd, Chaddesden, Derby. 
Underwood, Baslow Rd, Bakewell, Derbys. 
90 Ian Rd, Newchapel, Stoke-on-Trent� 
Ashgate Rd, Chesterfield, Derbys. 

New Members elected 6th. November 1981. 

J.A. Evans 
B.A. Jukes 
N. Goosey 
N. Southwick 
A. Taylor 
B. Unwin 
B. Gibson 
F. Jackson 
P. Thomson 

1 7  Templestowe Drive, Whitkirk, Leeds. 
1 b  Beech Avenue, Finningley, Doncaster, S. Yorks. 
38 Allen Road, Finedon, Northants. 
1 7  Winchester Road, Perry Bar, Birmingham. 
57 Oaken Lane, Codsall, Wolverhampton. 
Winkhill Bank Farm, Leek, Staffs. 
Bottom Lane Farm, Ipstones, Stoke-on-Trent. 
97 Galow Lane, Hasland, Chesterfield, Derbys. 
Dale Cottage, Birchover, Matlock, Derbys. 

Elected 28th. November 1981. 

A.W. Gordon 
D.L. Rodkin 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Allen 

South View, The Common, Grich, Matlock. 
17 Cromford Road, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
66 Stanton Lane, Stanton-on-the-Wolds, Keyworth, Notts. 

Magpie Cottage - Water Supply. 

An appeal, for cash, from the Council. 

Magpie Cottage is YOUR Field Centre. As a member of the Society you have the right 
to use the cottage as a base for your expeditions in Derbyshire on a day to day basis -
with overnight accommodation if required. Or, if you are in the area, just to drop in for 
a chat and a cup of char if you feel inclined. You will be made welcome. 

A while ago the Peak Park Planning Board spent a few thousand pounds on repairs to 
the external structure of the cottage, smithy (where we now reside after the fire in the 
actual cottage) and engine house. This was as much for our benefit as their own. 

Since then a sub-committee has been formed to redesign and plan the proposed rebuilding 
of the interior of the cottage. The drawn plans were laid before the Society Committee, by 
Axel Chatburn, for approval early this year. When completed we shall have one of the finest 
Field Centres in the country. 

As an interim measure and a show of 'good faith' to the Peak Park Planning Board 
we would like to install running water on the site NOW - with all the luxuries running water 
may bring. 

Those of you who attended the Society social functions at Magpie, particularly the 
wifes, girlfriends etc., will recall the very primitive toilet facilities we could provide! 
They left a lot to be desired. 

To install running water is going to cost money - and here is the crunch. The Society 
cannot afford the £900 necessary to do the job. We have bought the necessary pipe - £900 
represents plumbing, fittings, connecting charges, ditching etc. 

The only way we can see to raise this amount is by asking you, the members, for 
donations. We have made a small start on our o�n, again with your help, - the profit from 
the last 1do1 at Magpie has been paid into this fund, so to the proceeds from the raffles 
at the Annual Dinner. 

£900 may seem a lot of money to raise, but, if every membership (not member) donated 
£1.50 it would cover the cost of this exercise. 

£1 .50 is not a lot when you consider it doesn't buy two packs of cigarettes or three 
pints of ale or one gallon of petrolt 

Help us to help you by sending your donations to the Fund Treasurer Mrs. M.E. Luff, 
14 Tredington Road, Glenfield, Leicester LE3 8NP. Cheques payable to P.D.M.H.S Ltd. and 
crossed Water Account. 
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Society Meetings & Projects_ 

The Society has had a policy for a number of years of allowing non-members to 
attend official meets where numbers allow. Our reasoning behind this is to persuade 
them to join the Society. In view of our new insurance cover for liability in case 
of death, injury or damage, it would be senseless to allow persons to attend official 
meets who were not similarly covered. We have arranged a scheme with the Insurers 
whereby non-members can receive temporary cover for the duration of a meet. 

In future, where a non-member (this includes members' family who are not in the 
Society) attends an official meet, they will be asked to pay 50p. per head for insurance 
cover for the meet. Where they attend a number of meets in a year, it will be cheaper 
for them to join as a full member. 

Will meet leaders please note that they should arrange to collect the 50p's 
together with a list of names and addresses of the non-members. The money and list 
should be forwarded to the Secretary as soon as possible. 

MEET GRADES. 
Members may be aware that caves are given a grade of difficulty in guide books 

to give potential explorers an idea of what to expect. 
We have found in the past that some members have experienced difficulty when 

attending an underground meet because it entailed more than they expected. For instance, 
if somebody has never been on an electron ladder they will experience great difficulty 
the first time. On an ordinary underground meet, such a difficulty will not only cause 
embarrassment but will hold up the rest of the party. 

A s  part of our training scheme, we intend to organise special trips where such 
.techniques can be taught safely and patiently. We would ask members not to attend 

difficult underground meets until they have obtained the necessary experience and training. 
In future, all official underground meets will be given a grading to let members 

know what to expect. 

EASY -

MODERATE -

DIFFICULT -

VERY 
DIFFICULT 

easy walking or stooping, no vertical descents. One to take your granny 
along on. 

mostly easy walking but includes portions where crawling or short scrambles 
are involved. Children allowed if under control of parent. 

an element of difficulty is included. May be a short ladder pitch(es), 
long crawl or deep water.. Children allowed if they are already experienced 
in underground exploration. 

a strenuous trip only to be undertaken by those with experience and properly 
equipped. Inc+udes long ladder pitches, difficult crawls or manoeuvres or 
very deep water. Children under 18 not allowed without the express 
permission of the leader. 

Intrcxiuctory T ri.p Sat. 6th March 1982 Leader J.Poulter. 

Meet at Magpie Mine at lOam for a surface walk around the mine.At ll.15am we 
will leave for a mcxierate underground trip.Bring packed lunch,old clothes,helmet 
and lamp.The latter two can be provided if you give advance warning to J ohn,T. 
Great Longstone 315. A chance for new members to meet the Society or for far flung 
members to make a weekend of it with the slide show on the Sunday.John and Joyce 
Poulter will be in the Packhorse Inn at Little Longstone on the Friday night from 
9-10.JOpm if anyone wishes to come for a drink and a chat. 

Member's Slides Meeting Sunday 7th. March 1982 

To be held in the Pump Room at Matlock Mining Museum from 11.a.m. onwards with 
a break for lunch. 

A chance for all you photographers to let us see your work. Bring along your 
slides of mines, on the surface and underground shots, and give us a talk about them -
if you feel inclined, it doesn't have to be elaborate or too long. If you're a bit shy 
then we'll just show them without dialogue. Projector and screen will be provided - it 
will be the 'carousel type', with spare carousels for pre-loading. 

This is a new concept - so, come along and support it. 
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Alderley Edge Mines Sunday 28th. March 1982 Leader. s. Gee. 

This meet is one not to be missed and will be an opportunity to explore one of the 
mines of your choosing, all abilities will be catered for. Please note that you must opt 
for one trip only - you cannot mix them. Owner's restrictions mean that no geological 
hammers are allowed underground and no person under 16 is allowed in Wood Mine. 

Trip A - Wood Mine (EASY) Time approx. 1 hour. 
Meet at car park adjacent to Wizard Restaurant on the B5087 (GR859773) at 1.30pm. 

Access by 10 ft. iron ladder and a trip around upper levels visiting the Green Waterfalls 
and Cobalt Seam. This trip will be followed by a visit to Engine Vein Mine. A donation 
will be expected towards D.c.c. 

Trip B - Wood Mine (MODERATE) Time approx. 2 hours. 
Meet at Wizard car park at 1.30pm. Exploration of lower levels with a visit to Blue 

Lake if water level allows. Entails some crawling, wading and ascent of 35ft. iron ladder. 
A donation will be expected towards D.C.C. 

Trip C - Wood Mine (VERY DIFFICULT) Time approx. 3 hours. 
Meet at wizard car park at 1.3Qpm. or in the Moss Rose Hotel, Woodford Road, Alderley 

at mid-day where D.C.C. guides will be taking refreshment. A full tour of Wood Mine as in 
'B' but continuing through the new passage into the Probation and Brindlow Dell series. 
Ending at the Engine Vein blockage if anyone is brave enough to tackle the crawl (including 
the guide!). Includes 2 very low, wet crawls and a boating or wading section. A do.nation 
will be expected towards D.C.C. 

Trip D - West Mine (DIFFICULT) Time approx. 3-4 hours. 
Meet in the yard of Whitebarn Farm, White Barn Road off A34 just south of Alderley 

village (GR849775) at 1.30pm. Fairly experienced and equipped people only - no age limit 
but children under 16 allowed at discretion of leader. Entrance is 50ft. iron ladder and 
there are a variety of crawls, scrambles and traverses on ropes and ladders. Route will 
include Triassic Roof, Lost Canal, Plank Shaft, etc. A charge of £1 per person is made and 
all must sign the insurance book before descending. 

For keen and experienced people only, both trips 1C1 and 1D1 could be combined in a 
day, entering West Mine at 10.00am. Anyone interested in this option should contact Stan 
Gee at 26 Parsonage Street, Heaton Norris, Stockport SK4 1HZ, enclosing a S.A.E. 

'Whitsuntide in South Wales' May 29th. - 31st. 1982 

The Society's South Wales correspondent, Chris Bull, has written informing members 
of a proposed weekend meeting based on the Swansea and Neath Valleys. 

Something for everybody has been arranged - so, why not make a note in your new 
diary for this weekend. If the wife and family are not all that keen on the planned 
itinerary there are superb beaches on the Gower peninsula - Swansea too is well worth 
a visit. 

1'he programme for the weekend, so far, is as follows:-

(i) Visit to 'Cefn Coed Steam and Coal Centre1 - a preserved colliery surface plant 
with Boilers, Winder, Exhibition, etc. This is in the grounds of a working N.C.B 
Colliery. 

(ii) Visit underground, in a private colliery, to see the old methods of working coal -
pillar and stall, pick and shovel, etc. 

(iii) Visit to a Silica mine, which closed as recently as 1964. This will prove to be 
an ideal trip for beginners and those who may suffer from claustrophobia - all levels 
12 feet, on average. Plenty of room to practise your photography. 

(iv) Visit to 'Afon Argoed1 Welsh Miner's Museum - a small collection of mining remains 
from the area. 

(v) If time and sufficient demand is forthcoming - a trip down one of the caves of the 
area can be organised. 

(vi) Swansea Maritime and Industrial Museum. 

Chris tells us he has contacted a friendly neighbourhood farmer who has agreed to 
provide a camp-site complete with water, milk, etc. If you write Chris early enough he 
may be able to arrange accommodation in a 1Club Hut•. Please write to Chris if you 
intend to attend this planned weekend, his address is:- 9 Lon Catwg, Gellinedd, 
Pontardawe, West Glamorganshire. Tel: 0792-864534 
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Crich Lead-mining Display (SK 343533) 

We meet on the site from 10.3oam. onwards. Further information on this the Society's 
'oldest project• may be obtained from the Project Leaders - Nevil Gregory, Rowan Cottage, 
2 Chapel Lane, Holloway, Nr. Matlock. Tel: Dethick 373, or, Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, 
Stapleford, Nottingham. Tel: Sandiacre 398069. 

Usually we are there on the first and third Sunday of every month. However, during 
the months of January and February it would be advisable to phone Iain Butler to check if 
anyone will be there. 

The 'on-going' project at the moment is the conversion of an old Glasgow work tram, 
w1ich has been donated to us by the Tramway Society, into a small but comprehensive lead 

mining museum. Assistance is always welcomed. 

WARNING: The road-stone quarry usually works on Sunday mornings - take care driving through, 
particularly when driving under the 'crushing plant' conveyors. 

Goodluck Lead Mine. (SK 270565) 

This project is a private venture supported by the Society - it involves both surface 
and underground work. Further particulars may be obtained from:- Ron Amner, 58 Foljambe 
Avenue, Walton, Chesterfield. Tel: 0246-72375. 

The first Sunday of every month will find Ron in attendence, from 11.00am. 

Holme Bank Chert Mine. 

This like Goodluck is also a private venture and is supported by the Society. 
Colin Laidler, the owner and Society member, has opened the mine to the general public 
as a show mine, between Easter and the end of September. Colin has very generously allowed 
the Society access to Holme Bank for organised photographic field trips and has also 
entertained a 'cave diving' organisation - who find the flooded levels ideal training ground. 
There is still a vast amount of work to do at Holme Bank, development, general maintenance, 
etc. One way to repay Colin1s kindness to the Society would be to give him a hand some 
Sunday - he vrould welcome your assistance. During the 1 season9, guides too are needed. 
Interested'i Give Colin a ring - Tel: 062983-4658. His address: 9 Peakland View, Darley 
Dale, Matlock. 

Colin may be found at Holme Bank on the second and third Sunday of every month from 
11. OOam onwards. 

Meet Regorts 
Ecton Surface Features 22nd. August 1981 

Ten members attended. The previous mode of viewing the surface features at Ecton 
i.e. looking and describing features as we encountered them, was abandoned on this 
occasion in favour of viewing the features in their historical sequence. This involved 
considerable back-tracking to and fro but members expressed the vie1-1 that this helped 
considerably in understanding the development of mining features over a period of 
approximately 200 years. 

Enlarisements of old photographs and line drawings enabled us to stand at various 
points ilild cet a 'now and then' view. Unfortunately a thick drifting drizzle increased 
as the day went by and began to turn the various plans, maps, and drawings into an 
indecipherable sodden mass. As a result, the afternoon schedule for viewing some of the 
smaller mines on Ecton Hill was abandoned. All in all a success. 

Clayton Adi t 23rd. August 1981 

'I'hirty-three members attended, slightly down on previous years although it was 
apparent that there were quite a few members from far flung parts as well as some non
members who looked slightly startled when the Insurance money was extracted in no 
uncertain manner by H. Parker, Esq. 

Harry took the mandatory photographs and the groups explored the Clayton Mine as 
far as Waterbank. Water levels were very low and the bad air at Waterbank was not as 
noticeable as on some previous visits. Enlarged sections of the old plans were viewed 
which ohowed how little of the mine is now accessible. The party split into groups to 
do their own thing - some scrambling up into Chadwick Mine, some engaged in the mysterious 
art of photography and some scratching around for specimens. Our thanks again to G. Cox, 
the landowner, for his permission to visit and the loan of the key. 

D. Weston. 



Lake District Weekend. 24th.-25th. October 1981 Leader. A. Pearce. 

Saturday - Greenside Mine. 
Greenside Mine is situated near to Glenridding, Ullswater. The turnout for the trip 

was tremendous for a 'very difficult' trip, roughly twenty-five members attended. 
With all the party feeling fit and eager to head off up the mountain-side we set off 

up the rough and stony path. Our leader feeling confident we were on the right path led us 
on - even with objections from some of the party stating that they didn't think fighting 
through endless bracken was a path! The walk is stated in the News-letter as being one 
mile - it seemed more like five! When we all arrived at the mine entrance we all collapsed. 
I for one didn't feel fit or eager anymoret 

The entrance we were going in was the 'escape route' from the mine, the main entrance 
was where the mine buildings were, but unfortunately had become blocked with waste rubble. 
It was decided the party should be split into two groups, the first group, who were the more 
energetic, would rush down to the bottom. I decided to go with the second party - a photo
graphic party led by Adrian (you always get adventurous trips with Adrian, and after all the 
first party would check the ladders for us). 

The mine we were told was dry, but with two feet of water to start with. This turned 
out to be rather more, and I ended up with more than wet wellies! 

There were many levels at each side of us to start with, but there was no time to 
explore them. After lunch and some photographs taken we began the descent of the ladders -
700 ft. of 1emt All the way down there were things to see - huge stopes, some fine boot
lace fungus, which I posed with for the photographers, also miner's tools, still hanging in 
position that had rusted with age, parts of machinery including a fine pump still in position 
and huge pipes running up the sides of the ladders. Although an excellent trip I was pleased 
to see the car, feeling wet, tired and hungry, though I did decide not to eat the rest of nzy
soggy sandwiches 

Brief History - Mining at Greenside is not particularly an old venture. The lead vein runs 
North/South through the eastern flanks of Greenside Fell. It was first discovered about the 
middle of the seventeenth century, and was worked by Dutch miners in 1690. In 1822 the 
Greenside 11ining Company was formed and continued in operation until 1961, when the vein was 
completely worked out. 

Greenside had its share of tragedies - four men were killed in a fire in 1952 and 
another two from gas poisoning in 1959. A well known disaster occurred in 1927 when a cloud 
burst washed away part of the embankment of Keppel Cove dam, causing a great amount of water 
to flood the workings leaving extensive damage. In 1870 'Top Dam' burst and the waters 
carried away part of the silver refinery - including a silver plate weighing 1000 ounces, 
which never has been recovered and is reputed to be somewhere in Glenridding Beck. 

Despite the disasters and other problems the mine made a profit - a share of £100 in 
1827 was worth £1000 in 1887. The total profit was estimated at £400,000 from a quarter of 
a million tons of lead concentrates. 

Sunday - Force Crag Mine. 

This was a trip through a working mine which was much shorter but complemented the 
Greenside trip very nicely. ..e trip attracted �.any people, because of it being an easy walk 
through mine. The mine was working barite, but at present it is closed. An interesting mine 
with large stopes and mineralisation. 

Rachel Watson. 
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Slayley Sough 18th. October 1981 

Thirteen members attended. Despite the title, this was a mine and not a sough 
and possibly some members were put off from this visit, thinking they were in for a 
crawl up a wet and grotty sough. The members struggled up the difficult valley side 
and approached the mine, where the scanty known historical detail was discussed as 
well as the relationship of the various veins together with the effect of the toadstone 
on the mineralisation. 

The mine was entered and the various veins examined. The three quite distinct 
periods of working have left their mark and these proved very interesting. This proved 
an ideal mine for a general cross-section of the membership, being of medium size, 
showing interesting features and not being well known. Unfortunately we are running 
out of such minest Our thanks to the landowners for permission to visit. 

D. Weston. 

Yorkshire Dales Meet November 14th. -15th. 1981 

The majority of members travelled up to Ingleton on Friday evening but we forgot one 
thing - it was the 13th. t The first mishap happened when Adrian Pearce and Geoff Rose were 
speeding up in the latte:rt> Zodiac. Approaching Manchester, a nasty expensive sounding noise 
emerged from.the engine and the car coasted to a halt with all the teeth stripped from the 
timing cog. The rest of the night was spent being relayed back home and swapping cars, 
eventually arriving in Ingleton at 9.00am. Saturday. This set the tone for the weekend1 

Everybody eventually assembled at Bernarda Cafe and drove across to Kingsdale where 
we were dismayed to find hundreds of cavers preparing to go down 1our1 cave. Some 23 
members and friends toiled up the hill to Swinsto Hole to find a big queue waiting to go down. 
One consolation was that the first party was leaving the ladders in so we didn't need our 
own. Eventually the long wait prompted 6 members to scrub this way in, they entered Kings
dale by the Valley Entrance aqd had a look around the master cave. Meanwhile back in 
Swinsto - the first party proved to be a group of students none too experienced and this 
caused long delays to our members on the pitches. By a process of subterfuge and brawn, 
small groups of PDMHS managed to squeeze past the student group and exited at the bottom 
entrance. What should have taken 1� hours took the last sub group some 5 or more hours to do. 

The next 'bombshell' was when members of the N.C.C. announced that they would not act 
as guides in Easgill for the next day as arranged. One was finally persuaded to take a 
small group of 10  experienced members through but on Sunday morning even he deserted us. 
Thus we were left with 32 members expecting a through trip but no guides. 

Several of the party had been through before but were not sure of the exact route so it 
was decided to split into three groups. The largest party descended County Pot with the hope 
of finding the way through the Lancaster Hole. They split into 2 smaller parties and one 
under Dave Warriner and Trevor Coatham got part of the way through the connection before 
giving up and returning the same way. The other party under Les Riley and John Peel missed 
an elusive climb called Poetic Justice so never got into the Master Cave system. (Naviga
tion in this system is very complex and a guide is essential to find the correct route). 

Meanwhile a separate party descended Lancaster Hole and were lucky to be joined by 
Boyd Potts who was looking for a trip and knew the way through. They were thus successful 
in getting to County Pot via the master cave. On the way they met with Dave's party who 
tried a number of unsuccessful means to persuade the guide to turn round and take them out 
the way he had come1 

The third group under Adrian Pearce intended to descend Lancaster Hole and just take 
photographs of the Colonnades, etc. and return the same way. At the bottom of the pitch, 
they were joined by Frank Croll of Red Rose C.P.C. who knew the way through to County Pot. 
This opportunity, coupled with the non-desire of some to go back up the 11 0ft pitch decided 
them to make the through trip. Unfortunately, the time spent in getting everyone down 
Lancaster Hole meant that, by the time this party got to Easgill, everyone else had gone out 
and deladdered the two pitches. This caused some delay but with the help of a lifeline and 
encouragement, everyone free climbed the first pitch. The second pitch however was not so 
simple but they were determined not to sit it out. Forming a human pyramid, one of the 
number was able to get to the top and lower a rope. Using this and a hauling rope, everyone 
was able to get up. 

On the surface, the others were understandably getting worried and were just about to 
organise a search team when the party arrived. Thanks rrru.st go to Red Rose C.P.C. who will
ingly let us use their cottage at Bull Farm for changing etc. 

The lesson to be learned from this weekend is that future trips away from Derbyshire 
should be restricted in numbers and we must ensure that our guides are reliable. I would 
mention here that the leader for the weekend, Trevor Coatham, was let down by N.C.C. and it 
was not his fault. 
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Magpie Sough Centenary Celebration. 

Everything was in o ur favour for this event - the weather was perfec t ,  a beautiful 
barrrry summer evening - bonfire superb ( thanks to the efforts of the Magpie Lads and Lasses) 
Folk Groups were greatly appreciated by all ( thanks Alan and the rest of your artistes -
do Folk Singers call themselves •artistes•?). Bar - well we got through five barrels so 
that must have been successful! Food - again not much lef t ,  that too was obviously 
appreciated ( even all the ' mushy peas' went Ter ry) . 

A goodly number of members and their friends arriving ensured a good evening. We 
didn't make a vast profit, however, you have enabled us to donate £20 to the Magpie 
Cottage Water Supply Fund. Thanks. 

My own personal high light of the evening must be the untimely arri val of the local 
police forcel The y  thought the place was on fire and came to investigate! Good job 
they didn't investigate too closely. Mind you I had a visa for the Argentine where the 
rest of the P.D.M.H.S Council would have gone I don ' t know! 

May I thank, on your behalf, the following for their time and efforts: 

Colin Walster for the Bar facilities. 
Colin and Elaine Wood. Colin for his help behind the bar - Elaine helping serve the food. 
Brian and Pauline Miller. 
Evelyn Dixon - where would we be without Evelyn? 
Margaret Butler - someone had to carry the shopping! 
Kare n ,  Susan and Julia for collecting monies at the gate. 
Terry, Les ,  Andy and the rest of the happy band at Magpie. 
Thanks to all of you that just happened to get 'lumbered' at sometime during the evening. 
Finally, a special thanks to Ms. Diamond for her generous donation to the Sergeant's 
Mess Childrens Christmas Party Fund and the spirit in which it was given! 

Mine Photo graphy 6th. September 1981 

As expected, this turned out to be a popular meet and demonstrates the growing 
interest in photography unde rgrou nd. Harry Parker started out with a talk on the 
various types of camera and e quipment available nowadays showing their strengths and 
weaknesses. He backed this up with a series o f  black and white prints which showed 
what results could be obtained. After a short b reak we were shown a number o f  slides 
with a running commentary on how to get the best results. I think we all recognised 
a number o f  faults in our own techniques which were h ighlighted. Duri ng the lunch 
break Harry was inundated with qu estions wh ich he patiently answe red - I think he had 
time to eatt 

In the afternoon we went in Holme bank Chert Mine (suitably bedecked with cameras, 
ammo boxes, tripods and other paraphenalia). 'l'he numbers meant that we had to split 
into t wo separate groups and Harry spent his time flitting from one group to another. 
We were shown a number of subject areas and after a brief talk on how to tackle each one 
we were left to our own devices. With all the potential David Baileys e lbowing each 
other out of the way we all got a chance to star. Many of the parti cipants tried the 
open flash technique for the first time and found that a true photo graph is built up 
rather than taken as a quick snapshot. We all learned a great deal and most o f  the 
results were said to be quite good. It is planned to have a members slide show soon 
so we can see for ourselves the resu lts of Harry's tuition. 

l'hanks Harry for a most interesting and instructive day. 

Ecton Working Weekend 1 0th.- 1 1th. October 1981 

To try to repay the kindness which the owner of Ecton Mines has always shown us 
many times in the past, a working weekend was

. 
proposed in the New�-let�er. This would 

have involved repairing fences, walls, roof b. les , etc. A potential disaster was 
looming when it b ecame apparent that the owner had been delayed in Canada and would not 
be back in t ime to supervise the working party. I had visions of being in the e mbarrassing 
s ituation of having to face ho rdes of eager helpers with this news. 

I did manage to warn one person off by telephone, but, I NEED NOT HAVE WORRIED. 

1.rhe attendance was as follows: 

Saturday - NIL t 

Sunday - ONE t 
This member made the journey all the way from Liverpool and was Mr. Mike Lockle y. 

Mike must b e  a strong candidate for the PDMHS Galena Medal for outstanding courage in 
the face o f  The Apathyt 

D. Weston. 
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Training Meets Weekends 7/8th & 28/29th November 1981 

"John - telephone for you!" "Hello John Poulter". 
"This is John Smith,can you bring 18 lamps and 22 helmets for my friends on your 
meet next month". 
"What ------ meet?" "The one in the newsletter" "OH - Adrian Pearce strikes again, 

I don't know anything about it but leave it to me". 
A typical start to a training meet - why do I always get my newsletter last? 

Could it be deliberate?Anyway we managed to pull it together with the help of my 
devoted band of experienced members and the weekend started with my lightning 
tour of the Magpie site followed by a long wait to allow Adrian to get up.Then off 
to Mouldridge for an introductory trip for new members.This is a very successful 
combination but I think that the timing needs tightening up a little in future 
and perhaps a walk to the Magpie Sough tail included. 

There were some familiar faces for the intermediate training day at Stoney 
Middleton on the Sunday.The weather was beautiful - sunshine,blue sky and down on 
the bottom of the crag windless and warm.A number of extra 'instructors' turned up 
to cope with the 25 'trainees' and we spent an enjoyable and useful day laddering, 
abseiling and belaying - plus knot tying in the open air.Time did not allow an 
underground trip,although we nearly had an involuntary one as a large party of 
youngsters emerged exhausted from Carlswark - well equipped with hand torches, 
woolly hats,jeans and training shoes!However all emerged just before we decided 
to go in and look for the rest of the party.Who they were,from whence they came 
and to whatever destination they went we know not.The moral message is - join 
PDMHS and go underground in good company and comparitive safety - you also have 
the power of insurance around you. 

The disappointment of our party at the lack of underground activity was so 
acute that I was foolishly persuaded to arrange an underground trip on the AGM 
Saturtlay.Will someone please restrain me in future when I get these foolish ideas. 

We duly took a party of 13 down Jugholes Mine and did a little tentative 
exploration of the lower levels.Much mud and much fun but even this wasn't enough 
to satisfy the voracious appetite for adventure of the new members group.Thus on 
the Sunday after the AGM a mini expedition was mounted to look at,descend and 
eventually cap a small climbing shaft in a wood near Great Longstone.Concrete 
sleepers were kindly supplied by D.C.C. but when we went to pick them up we 

discovered a veritable mountain of gravel had been tipped in front of them.The 
most strenuous part of the job was perhaps digging a road through and claiming 
our sleepers.Meanwhile back at the shaft preparations were in hand to go down. 
Adrian Pearce had wisely declined the honour of first descent (I had heard the 
farmer say that a number of sheep had been deposited therein! Ed.) and it fell to 
John Poulter and Bob Ludditt to do the deed.Not a lot of interest apart from a 
clay pipe and a spongy floor at the bottom!The shaft was eventually completed 
just before the onset of rain. 

Taking the four days together,something like 70 members were actually involved 
and this is surely a good omen for the future of the Society,even if the 
organisational and logistical problems sometimes become difficult to arrange with 
the usual smooth efficiency of past excursions. 

What about 1982? Watch this space for further news. 

J.Poulter. 

Book Reviews 

The Rio Tinto C o mpany: 1873 - 1954, by C.E. Harvey. 

360 page s ,  published by Alison Hodge of Penzance. Price £25.00. 

Thi s  company has already become a legend in the field of mining and fro m bein g 
a f ew British expatriate s  working the mines of southern Spain , i t  has e xpanded into 
a ITTllltinational mining and metallurgical complex. The author has carried out e xtensive 
research in both government and company reco rds and the book explores a wide range of 
economical and hi storical subjects. 
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Coniston Copper Mines by Eric Holland. 

120 pages, numerous maps, plans and diagrams, published by Cicerone Press, Harmony Hall, 
Milnthorpe, Cumbria. Price £1 .95 plus 45p. for post and packing from Eric Holland. 

At long last someone has come up with the mining equivalent of Wainwright ' s  
walking guides. Too many mining guides give the reader the relevant history of the 
surface remains and then leave them to blunder around trying to find them. This pocket 
sized book takes you walking around by itself pointing out the paths to take and what to 
look for on the way. Even reading it at home, it takes little imagination to visualise 
the scenes. 

It starts with a brief history and geological description of the area of the 
Coniston Mines and then goes on to describe seven routes in great detail with the history 
of the underground and surface remains. For the surface walker there are very many 
numerous maps and plans of the remains together with reconstructions of the machinery 
used. In addition there are a number of illustrations by the author to give a visual 
picture of what it may have been like at the time. For the underground explorer there 
are plans of the accessible (and non-accessible) present day workings with notes on the 
pleasures and pitfalls therein. At the end i s  a glossary of local mining terms and ( very 
useful) a list of all sites and mines with eight figure grid references. 

All in all, a well thought out book which is useful for either mining trips, surface 
holiday preambles, or, bedtime reading. 

A.J. Pearce. 

(Ten of the prints from the book have been published in their own right, five of these 
are availab le at £ 1 0  per set ( £ 1 7.50 ready mounted). In addition, Eric has reprints of 
four maps of the Middle East dating from 1735. These have been reproduced onto simulated 
parchment 17tins by 22ins. and are £4 each, ready mounted. The subjects are the location 
of the ancient tribes� Lebanon, Egypt and the purported locations of the Garden of Eden 
and Noah ' s  Ark. Thet can be obtained from Eric Holland at Old Stainton Hall, Stainton, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria.) 

An article, by Eric, relating to the Coniston Copper Mines will appear in the July 
extended News-letter. Ed. 

The Shropshire Caving & Mining Club Journal 1980 

This annual publication is in two parts. 
Part 1 is a series of short articles covering such topics as mining incidents in 
the Broseley Coalfield, underground structures at Tong Castle and Shipton Hall, some 
notes on Shropshire Smelthouses and on copper mining. There is also a rather longer 
description of the Huglith 3arite Mine, which closed about 1 948. Some thirty-three 
pages in all. 
Partll is a longer item of twenty pages and deals with the history, surface and 
underground remains of the Lincoln Hill Limestone Mine, near Ironbridge, Shropshire. 
It has been prepared by Dr. I.J. Brown and is No. 1 3  in the Club ' s  series of Special 
Accounts. 

The two parts are similar in style - A4, typescript with 1 8  text figures and 
maps. The Journal is available (price £1 .80 post free) from Mr. A. Taylor, Oaken Lane, 
Codsa.11, Wolverhampton, Staffs. 

I .J. Brown. 

Lead Mines of the Alwyn Valley by C.J. Williams. 

An o ffprint of 
number of copies are 
Historical Society. 
Clwyd CH5 3NR. 

an article in the Flintshire Historical Society Journal. A limited 
available at £ 1 . 60 (inc . P&P) made payable to the Flintshire 
Orders from Clwyd County Record Office, The Rectory, Hawarden, Deeside, 
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NAMHO Notes 
The Annual General Meeting of N.A.M.H.O is to be held on Sunday 4th. April 1982 at 

the Pavilion, Matlock Bath at 11.00am.. Members are entitled to attend and speak in a non
voting capacity, but the Chairman has the discretion· to limit numbers if necessary. 

Many thanks to th';;�; of you who took the trouble to write to your M.P. 's on 
the matter of access and liability. 

It has been a very successful venture as we have finally obtained a ruling on 
the law from the Lord Chancellor's Office.Basically,they say that an owner of a 
mine or mineral lease can transfer liability to a mine explorer by means of an 
indemnity form.Even negligence can be allowed for by making special arrangements 
i.e. indemnity insurance such as we have. 

We have yet to clarify the application of the Health & Safety Act to disused 
mines but the Health & Safety Executive have recently given the opinion that the 
Act cannot be said to apply to non-mining owners e.g. farmers.N.A.M.H.O. has 
been invited to attend fUture meeting between the Lord Chancellor's Office and 
interested bodies so,although the problem of access and liability has not been 
completely resolved,we have taken a great step forward. 

NAMHO MINING COURSE AT WHERNSilll!; MANOR 20-28th AUGUST 1982 Leader D.Carlisle 

Dave Carlisle lof Earby Mines Research Group has been running courses for mine 
historians for a number of years at the centre but this is the first time it has 
been organised through NA.MHO.The idea is to present a number of subjects aimed at 
the beginner. 

There is a maximum number of 22 so you must book early to ensure a place.The 
course fee will be £80 and this includes food,accomodation,transport,helmets and 
tackle.Bookings should be made via Adrian Pearce and accompanied by a deposit of 
£20 payable to North Yorkshire County Council.Further details will be sent direct 
nearer the date.Brief programme is : 

Fri arrive by 8pm.Introductions,etc. 
Sat underl?r'ound visits to Swaledale lead mines.Talk on history,etc in evening. 
Sun practical surface restoration work on Grassington Moor.Talk in evening on 

permission,access,etc. 
Mon Victorian mining methods with underground visits.Talk in evening by M.Gill 
�- on mine surveying - history and practice. 
Tue course project - to be arranged. 
Wed surface visit to Swaledale lead mines and smelting mill. 
Thu & Fri Alston Moor / Weardale / Teesdale areas,staying in area. 
Fri evening course discussion. 
Sat course disperses, 

�allowing rumours in recent months that the St. Francis Hydraulic Engine, Swaledale 
was being removed, the problem was recently discussed by N.A.M.H.O. It was agreed that 
the best course was for it to remain in situ and attempts made to obtain permission from 
the owners to regulate access. Beamish Museum wish it to be known that they have relin
quished any title that they may have had to the Engine. 

Mining Courses 

Mines of the Peak March 5th.-7th. 1982. Cost:£46 (fully inclusive) 

Aimed at the amateur geologist and industrial archaeologist, this course includes 
visits to surface and underground features as well as lectures. The course directors 
are Trevor Ford and Jim Rieuwerts. 

Further details from: Losehill Hall, Castleton. 

Misce llanY-

The Derbyshire firm, S.P.O. Minerals Ltd. was rumoured recently to be in 
difficulties when the firm requested the Stock Market to suspend its shares at 110p. 
The firm deals in barite with .its main market being the North Sea oil industry. Despite 
this, the firm has received permission to proceed with its plan to opencast on 182 acres 
at Middleton Moor. There are said to be reserves of 200,000 tonnes of barite on the site. 
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Now Black Gold In Derbyshire? 

Tests are to be carried out to see if there any reserves of oil or gas on the 
outskirts of Chesterfield. 

A licence has been granted to the Deepwood Mining Co. Ltd. , of Matlock to search 
for the fuels in an area extending from the Darley, Beeley Moor and Stanedge areas west
wards to . the Staffordshire Moorlands. 

Mr. Albert Rockac h ,  managing director of Deepwood Mining said: 1We feel there is 
a possibility of oil or gas in this area based on our mining experience over 15 years. 

A magnetic survey would be carried out, conducted from an aircraf t,  and any 
surface work would only involve hand-held equipment , he said ' .  

The licence granted to the company is one of 13 issued by Mr .  Nigel Lawson, the 
Energy Secretary, for onshore right exploration in England and Scotland. 

The licences do not give the right to drill for or produce petroleum. The holders 
also require the permission of owners of land they wish to enter in pursuing their surveys. 

Planning authorities intend to seek enforcement action to prevent Slinter Mining 
Co. from taking away any more limestone from two sites at Tearsall Farm and north of 
Moor Fai·m,  both near Bonsall . The company do in fact have a valid Ministerial approval, 
dated 1951,  but the planners contention is that development of a quarry was not in line 
with the mineral consent. 

A public enquiry has followed an appeal by Warney Developments Ltd. against a 
planning refusal to work barite on a twelve acre site at Brassington. 

S.P.O. Minerals Ltd. appear to have survived recent rumours of closure following 
a further issue of shares bringing in an extra £1.2 million. The setba ck was blamed on 
the length of time taken to get barite mills operational. 

Derbyshire County Council's Planning Officer has recommended new 
down on ' cowboy' mineral operators who mine without planning consent. 
that the present legal process to stop working could take up to twelve 
time the mineral operator could have finished his operations. 

laws to crack 
He revealed 
months , by which 

Villagers in Brassington have won their fight to save a. hillside beauty spot 
from tlie ravages of opencast mineral working. 

A Government planning inspec tor said Brassington1 s chances of becoming a tourist 
trap following the creation of the Carsington Reservoir would be greatly reduced if the 
mining plan went ahead. 

West Mine. 

Members may be aware that the owner of West Mine , Alderley Edge (Paul Sorensen) 
is trying to get planning permission to open it as a show mine with an interpretation 
centre. He has always been good to mine explorers by allowing access via the present 
shaft entrance and the Society has already held two field meetings there. His intention 
is to open up the old entrance which was in an opencut and was filled in a few years 
ago. He proposes to place the interpretation centre here and will also require access 
to the road with car parking facilities. 

The application was opposed by local residents and was turned down by 
Macclesfield Borough Council. Mr Sorensen has appealed to the Department of �nvironment 
and there is to be a local inquiry over the matter. 

If the scheme goes ahead , we will still be allowed access to the mine . YOU can 
help by writing to the Department of Environment and supporting the scheme. The address 
is : Secretary of State , Department of Environment , Tollgate House, Houlton St. , Bristol. 

Please quote references - APP/5 148/A/77/10 674, APP/5 148/A/78/06144, 
APP/5148/A/78/06145. 

Please note that there is still no access to mines on Forestry Commission land near 
Llanwrst including Pare Mine. lXl NOT prejudice negotiations by entering without permission. 
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Geevor • s  ' Blue s '  
Geevor , one of Cornwall' s few remaining working tin mines, will have to c lose 

unless the price of tin goes up. . 
Chairman and former General Mining man, Robert MacWilliam, says the company ' s  

operations are o n  a knife edge. 
In Geevor • s  year to March ( 1 98 1 ) ,  tin fell from £7, 745 a tonne to just £6 , 1 30, 

the lowest price since 1978. 
Squeezed by falling tin prices and rising costs, Geevor had to produce more 

tin concentrate. Output was 14% up at a record 1 , 250 tonnes. In March Geevor broke 
into the old workings of Levant mine which stretch a mile under the sea. There is 
tin there but, at this moment, nobody knows whether it is worth mining. 

The 350 employees at St. Just hope the big producers in Malaysia and Bolivia 
will suc ceed in ramping up the price of tin. 

RTZ, who already own Wheal Jane Mine and 18% of Geevor Mine , are reported to have 
offered to buy up to 1 0'� of South Cro fty Mine. Should Jim Raper decide to part with his 
65% holding there , no doubt they would be very interested. 

West Midlands County Council are engaged in mapping out the potentially dangerous 
limestone mines under Dudley , Walsall and Sandwell. They estimate that £62M worth of proper 
property , etc. has been built over them and are considering ways to prevent their collapse . 
Experts however have estimated that it would cost some £20M to effec tively pack the ground 
underneath. 

Botallock Engine Houses Preservation Pro ject. 
The famou s twin engine houses of Botallock Mine , in Cornwall, have stood for years 

on the cliffside, exposed to tlie fury of the Atlantic weather. They are in dire need of 
preservation and the Carn Brea Mining Society has decided to tackle the problem. A 
preliminary survey has revealed that the cost of the pro ject will be around £40 , 000 
and a working party has been formed to co-ordinate efforts to obtain funds from 
statutory and non-statutory sources. Donations will be welcomed and can be forwarded to 
Mr. L.R. Holmes, ' Whispers• , Ladcock, Truro , Cornwall. 

Carrock Fell Wolfram Mine , in the Lake Distric t ,  closed down in Oc tober last· year. 
Some of the men have been taken on at the newly opened Force Crag Mine. 

BP is seeking permission to sink a 6000f t  exploration borehole beside its 
existing well at Kimmeridge , Dorse t ,  which has yielded 2, 000, 000 barrels of oil over 
the past 20 years. The Countryside Commission has told Dorset County Council there 
must be safeguards against any spoiling of the Purbeck Heri tage Coast should oil be 
found and BP wish to expand production. 

Morlais Colliery. 
Morlais Colliery (N.C.B) has closed (July 198 1 ) .  This colliery at Llangennech, 

ne.ar Llanelli , has a steam winder which has been saved for an Industrial Museum. The 
winder has had the reputation for reliability - it was built in 1906 and never broke 
downt 

Recently a party of Dutch students has been to film it at work. 

The Lake District Special Planning Board is acquiring large tracts of land in the 
Lakes and have posted notices on the Caldbeck Fells warning persons not to go underground. 
Cumbria County Council is in the process of dumping and rec laiming at Furness Ironstone 
Mines sites. N.A.M.H.O is to contact them with a view of trying to pre serve· areas of 
special interest. 

A new underwater oil production system, the Underwater Manifold Centre, is to be 
installed next summer in the Shell/Esso Cormorant oil field in the North Sea. If the 
project, costed at £360 million, proves successful i t  will allow the

.
oil ind�stry to 

exploit oil at water depths of 4 , 000ft. , thus extending the UK' s period of 011 self-
sufficiency. 
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Derbyshire Record Office.  

Moat members know of items deposited in the Society Library , in Derbyshire County 
Library , Matlock. Fewer are aware of primary records kept at the Derbyshire Record Office 
on our behalf. The call number is D21 60 and includes the account book for Snake Mine , and 
a report on Millclose. The office also has vast collections on mining by other donors, 
and a list is being prepared to guide members. 

Both the Library and Record Office are in the County Offices, Matlock. Tel :  Matlock 
( 0629) 341 1 

Temple Mine - Matlock Bath. 

This was acquired by the Society some years ago , courtesy of Tarmac Ltd. , and the Great 
Barmoot Court of the Soke and Wapentake of Wirksworth, with the object of providing a show
mine. The Society, with Peter Naylor 1 s  guidance and efforts ,  has prepared a planning 
application, which is now being considered by West Derbyshire District Council. If success
ful it is hoped to open it,  in close association with the Museum. A great deal of work will 
need to be done - please be ready to be volunteered, your Society needs YOUl 

Museum Books. 

The Museum always has a large stock of books - specials currently include Agricola' a  
' De Re Metallica 1 , (at £ 1 2 . 40 ) ,  the last survivors of Chris. Williams 1 Lead Mines of the 
Alyn Valley' (£ 1 . 30 ) ,  Eric Hollands ' Coniston Mines' (£1 .95)  and the long promised ' Derby
shire Mineral Statistics' by Roger Burt e t  al (£2.50 ) .  Buy these t and many more at Britains 
best stocked shop for mining books. 

Manda.le Mine Breakthrough 

Members may be interested in a through trip which took place between Mandale 
Forefj eld Shaft and the Aqueduct Level Malldale Mine on Wednesday 29th July 1981. 

Two part ies entered the mine , one via the Forefield Shaft using S . R . T .  and the 
other, of which I was a member, via the incline entrance . The intention was t o  try 
and establish the extent of the blockage between the two . T here was no flowing 
water in the Sough at the time and , with the help of two other PDMHS members whom 
we met in the mine , both part ie;o arrived at the opposite sides of the blockage at 
the same t ime . 

A connection between the two was made via a low, muddy crawl through the 
blockage , after which an exit was made through the Aqueduct l,evc l . From all accounts 
this is the first time t hat the connection has been made - but I may be wrong? I 
would welcome any information regarding previous through trips . 

A . S cragg : 90, Ian Rd, Newchapel ,St oke-on-Trent ST7 LH'W . 

(Fiiitor ' s  Note : a previous attempt by PDMHS members in 1975 st opped at a fal l 
which may have been the one dug through - see Bulletin Val 6 . No J . pp . 141-14J . ) .  

WARNING. 

There has been a small collapse on the climbs below pitch 5 in Maskhill Mine 
makin1:; the tight. Any further movement will block them completely. 

'rhe deads between the bo ttom of the first pitch and the top of the second pitch in 
Oxlow Mine are said to be unstable. The beam used as a belay appears to be the only 
thine holding them upt 

Underground Scheduling. 

One of the great problems in preserving mines has been past unwillingne ss on the part 
of the Dept. of Environment to list underground sites as Historic Monuments. At a recent 
meeting between the D. of E. representative and our· Preservation Convenor Lyn Willies, they 
said they would consider scheduling 5 - 6 underground sites if cast-iron cases could b e  put 
forward. 
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The Coal Board is to be told that it must treat its miners more like soldiers if it 
wants to improve efficiency. 

One of the Society members, an exe cutive of the nationalised industry , has spent 
five months studying how the Army manages men. He is preparing a report to be cir culated 
among top officials. 

Andy Gillings will tell them they should take a leaf out of the Army ' s  book when it 
comes to man-management. 

' I  was very struck by the fact that any soldier can have direct access to a senior 
officer ' , said Andy . ' The Army cares about their problems and they can talk about them 
directly to someone who will get something donel 

' This doesn ' t happen in industry . Anyone with a problem must go through the union. 
' But in the Army that is not the case. And that is why they don ' t need a union t .  

Andy ' s  time with the 2nd Battalion The Queen' s  Regiment is part of an exchange 
programme between the Ministry of Defence and private industry. Middle managers with private 
firms spend six months on a temporary commission in the Army, usually ac ting as majors. 

In return, officers spend six months in industry. The Coal Board is working with 
Lt . -Col. Ian Ford, from the Royal Artillery. Col. Ford and Andy are expected to produce 
detailed reports about their experiences, which are sent to both sides. 

Andy , whose only experience of mili tary life was with the O . T . C  of his University , 
has had to learn to march, salute and behave just like a fully trained professional soldier. 

The Ultimate in Black and White Films for Underground Pho tography . 
Two new Black and White films are now on the market, though you may experience 

difficulty in obtaining them from your local chemist or photographic dealer - Ilford 
XP1 and Agfa Vario. 

Both these films are super fast ( the Agfa Vario can be rated as high as 6400ASA ) 
and are both Chromogenic, i . e  • .  the film emulsion is similar to co lour negative film -
no silver halide crystals to give grain problems when enlarging - the photographic image 
is a dy e .  As a point of interest, a similar film is used in ' spy planes• cameras to 
give detailed photographs of ground installations , etc . whilst flying at great altitude. 

The only snag with either of these films would appear to be they are purely for the 
D. I.Y photographer if they are to be exploited to their full versatility ( development 
times would need to be increased if the film was rated higher than the manufacturers 
rec ommended speed ) .  

If any member has experience o f  either of these films and can offer any suggestions, 
advice or comments on the processing I should be pleased to hear from them. The infor
mation could then be published for the interest of all our photographically minded members. 

The newly formed British Mineral Collectors Association hopes to provide a. focus for 
mineral collectors and to monitor undesirable elements. It intends to publish a journal 
known as ' Mineral Kingdom •  six times a year. Anyone interested should contact D . Neal, 
Anastase, 27 Lower Meadow , Harlow, Essex. 

'r11ere have been reports of very short bulb life in some of the new $earcher lamps . 
It is possible to obtain long life bulbs for them and, apart from this problem, the lamps 
have been found very suitable. 

The Monsal Trai l. 
Thirteen years after its closure as a railway , the Bakewell - Buxton stretch of the 

original Midland Line has been reopened - as a trail for walkers. The nine-mile route re
named the Monsal Trail starts at Coombs Viadu ct near Bakewell and finishes three miles east 
of Buxton. Unfortunately , four of the longem; tunnels on the scenic route have had to be 
sealed because of the high cost of making them saf e .  

Congratulations - to John and Joyce Poulter on 25 years of marriage . Our undercover agents 
tell us that she awarded the order of the garter at the celebration - but I think John has 
been stretching it a bitl 

A member, C . J .  Schmitz, has dozens of books on British and foreign mining for sale . 
Many out of print and back runs of PDMHS and NMRS Bulletins, etc. Send S . A.E for complete 
list c/o Dept. of Modern History , University of St. Andrews, Fife, Scotland KY1G 9AL. 
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Bulletins & News-letter - Postage Saving. 

At the moment we are spending approx £ 1 .50 per member per annum on postage for 
Bulletins and News-letters. 

Where possible we try to avoid these swingeing postal charges ( another increase is 
due next year ! )  on the Bulletin and News-letter. Quite a number are now delivered by 
hand, by volunteers. Naturally we would like to save even more postage. 

Would it be convenient for you to pick up your Bulletins and News-letters from the 
Museum? 

If so , please phone Ms. Pam Diamond, at the Museum (Tel: Matlo ck 3834) - give her 
your name and she will ensure your Bulletin, etc. is there for you to collect. 

LOST AND FOUND 

FOUND : One expensive pocket knife. The knife has been found by Terry Worthington 
at Mag�ine on the morning following the Magpie Sough Celebration. Will the owner 
please contact Terry , who will return it to its owner. 

LOST : A drawing , by Tony Dixon, of the Jingler Headstocks at Crich. Tony gave 
his dr� to the Society for safe keeping - it seems to have disappeared t Do you 
know of its whereabouts? Tony has written an article for publication in the Bulletin 
and now wants the drawing for his article. 

' PhotoComp1 1982 

We are running the News-letter photographic competition again this year. 

Send your Black and White photographs to either of the two addresses at the back 
of this News-letter before the end of May 1982 �f you wish them to be included. 

All the photographs that were received too late for last years competition will 
be automatically included this year. 

The winning photograph will be published in the July edition and our special 
' mystery prize' presented during the course of the Annual Dinner. 

Come on, hurry nowl Let ' s  have your photographs. Please mark the envelope , or 
the back of the photograph - PhotoComp. 

Regusst for informatio� 

Adrian Pearce is researching the history of Mouldridge Mine and would be 
grateful to anyone who could provide information thereon or sources of such 
information . He can be contacted at J4 , Madison Avs , Chaddesden,Derby . T . Derby 670721. 

News-letter Material. 

The ' dead-line ' for material to be included in the next edition ( due for publishing 
in April 1982) is March 5th. 1982. 

Please send your articles , - letters, etc . to t -

Iain Butler , 19  Albany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham. Tel :  Sandiacre 398069 

or 

Adrian Pearce ,  34 Madison Avenu e ,  Chaddesden, Derby. Tel: Derby 670721 

WHO IS F . E . SMITH ??????? 

We recently received a subs renewal slip and a cheque for £6 from the above . 
Unfortunately the cheque was banked before we discovered that we have no record 
of the above ever being a member . If Mr Smith reads this could he please contact 
the Secretary to resolve the mystery . 
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CLAY'ION ADIT FIELD TRIP (23rd. August 198 1 )  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - November 28th. 191:11 
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Photograph by Harry Parker. 

Photograph : H.H. Parker .  
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