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NEWS-LETTER No. 22 APRIL 1982 

Abject apologies to Andy Gillings from the Editors. 

The last edition of the News-letter contained an article referring to Andy Gillings 
and his experiences whilst seconded to the army and an interview he gave to a newspaper 
reporter. The report of this interview, which we now know appeared in the Daily Mail of 
October 19th. 1981, has caused considerable embarrassment to Andy. 

In publishing the following letter from Andy we hope to redress the balance and also 

apologise to Andy for adding to his embarrassment unnecessarily by reprinting the offending 
article without checking with him in the first instance. 

"It has been my experience that whenever a newspaper article describes an event or 
situation that one is familiar with, then that article will be found to contain inaccuracies. 
Such an article, written by Harvey Elliot, appeared under the headline,1Fall in, Miners'• 
in the Daily Mail of October 19th. 1981. In granting Hr. Elliott an interview, I had to 
accept the risk that he might give his article a bias that would seek to shock or outrage 
his readers. 

"I was surprised and somewhat disturbed to find the Daily Mail article reproduced, almost 
verbatim, in the PD.MES News-letter , without any acknowledgement of its source, and 
apparently without any editorial check on its authenticity. 

11From a three-quarter of an hour interview, Harvey Elliott picked out just one topic that 
he hoped would attract the reader's eye, (which it clearly did, very sucessfully), without 
considering the effects of the resultant bias to the story. His headline, which fortunately 
you did not print, suggested that my report to the Coal Board would propose the introduction 
of some of the less welcome aspects of the Army, (i.e discipline and drill) and the article 
implied that comrrnmication between the Coal Board Management and its workforce is minimal. 

"I would have thought that the PDMHS News-letter was above printing 'shock horror' stories, 
and would prefer to publish a factual record. I am particularly concerned because a number 
of PDMHS members are NCB employees, and may take the article to be entirely accurate, the 
result of a carefully researched interview by yourself, rather than the hurried report of a 
correspondent for a daily newspaper. 

"'rhe report� as it appeared in the Daily Mail, was not well received by my colleagues at 
the Coal Board, and I had to make some careful explanations to avoid a management crisis. 
I can assure you that whilst communications within the NCB may not be as well established 
as they are in the Army, they are extremely good, and far better than in many other 
industries. 

"I would like to add that the ArmyYs exchange officer was Lt. Col. Forward, and not 
Ford, as published in the Daily Mail". 

Once again we apologise .to.Andy for not quoting the source of the story, and causing him 
further embarrassment by publishing an unauthenticated story • 



.Society Meetings & Projects 

Old Gells/Spar Mine 15th.-16th. May 1982 Wirksworth Mines Research Group. 

An open weekend by the above group down these interesting 
will be by winch down the shaft and winching will commence at 
through route will involve 2 ladder pitches so come prepared. 
GR. eK270538. Park cars tidily on the road. There will be a 
to cover winch expenses. 

connecting mines. Entry 
10.00am each day. The 

The mine entrance is at 
charge of £1.00 per person 

'Whitsuntide in South Wales' May 29th. - 31st. 1982 

Our South Wales correspondent, asks us to repeat the details of his forthcoming 
weekend meet based on the Swansea and Neath Valleys. 

Chris tells us something for everybody has been arranged - so, why not make a note in 
your diary for this weekend. If the wife and family are not all that keen on the planned 
itinerary there are superb beaches on the Gower peninsula well worth visiting. Remember 
the climate, on the Gower, is very similar to Cornwall. 

The programme for the weekend, so far, is as follows:-

(i) Visit to 'Cefn Coed Steam and Coal Centre' - a preserved colliery surface plant with 
Boilers, Winder, Exhibition, etc. This is in the grounds of a working N.C.B Colliery. 

(ii) Underground visit, in a private colliery, to see the old methods of working coal -
pillar and stall, pick and shovel, etc. 

(iii) Visit to a Silica mine, which closed as recently as 1964. This will prove to be an 
ideal trip for beginners - all levels 12 feet, on average. Scope too for you budding mine 
photographers. 

(iv) Visit to 'Afan Argoed' Welsh Miner's Museum - a small collection of mining remains 
from the area. 

(v) If time and sufficient demand is forthcoming - a trip down one of the caves of the 
area can be organised. 

(vi) Swansea Maritime and Industrial Museum. 

Please write to Chris Bull if you intend going on this weekend meet for any further infor
mation, details of accommodation, etc. Chris's address is:- 9 Lon Catwg, Gellinedd, 
Pontardawe, West Glamorganshire. Tel: 0792-864534 

Manx Mining Marathon July 24th - August 7th. 1982 

Following our original annoucement in the News-letter last July, we can now 
announce that the Manx Mining Marathon will take place on the Isle of Man from 24th 
July - 7th. August 1982. 

There will be a number of organised trips, (including some winch trips) to both 
well-known and lesser known Island mines. The Manx Mines Research Group has been 
re-activated recently, and should be able to provide some information on hitherto 
unvisited locations. However, the fortnight will not be fully 'organised'; participants 
will be free to enjoy the other delights of the Isle of Man. 

It is hoped as part of the Marathon to stage a small exhibition, probably in the 
Working Men's Institute, in La.xey. Any offers of help, either with items, artefacts, 
or pictures for display or with •manning' the exibition will be very welcome. 

Those people who have already expressed an interest in the Marathon should by now 
have received an 'information pack' on choice of ferries, accommodation, etc, etc. 
If enough people wish to travel together, we may be able to arrange a discount on the 
ferry fare, (details in the information pack). Would anyone else who is interested in 
visiting the Isle of Man please contact Andy Gillings, 8 Bernard Avenue, Hucknall, 
Nottingham, NG6 8UE, (large SAE please), or telephone Nottingham 635497. 
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Grich Lead-mining Display (SK 343533) 

We meet on the site from 10.30am. onwards. Further information on this the Society's 
'oldest project' may be obtained from the Project Leaders - Nevil Gregory, Rowan Cottage, 
2 Chapel Lane, Holloway, Nr. Matlock. Tel: Dethick 373, or, Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, 
Stapleford, Nottingham. Tel: Sandiacre 398069. 

Usually we are there on the first and third Sunday of every month. However, during 
the months of January and February it would be advisable to phone Iain Butler to check if 
anyone will be there. 

The 'on-going' project at the moment is the conversion of an old Glasgow work tram, 
vhich has been donated to us by the Tramway Society, into a small but comprehensive lead 
mining museum. Assistance is always welcomed. 

WARNING: The road-stone quarry usually works on Sunday mornings - take care driving through, 
particularly when driving under the 'crushing plant• conveyors. 

Goodluck Lead Mine. (SK 270565) 

This project is a private venture supported by the Society - it involves both surface 
and underground work. Further particulars may be obtained from:- Ron Amner, 58 Foljambe 
Avenue, Walton, Chesterfield. Tel: 0246-72375. 

The first Sunday of every month will find Ron in attendence, from 11.00am. 

Holme Bank Chert Mine. 

This like Goodluck is also a private venture and is supported by the Society. 
Colin Laidler, the owner and Society member, has opened the mine to the general public 
as a show mine, between Easter and the end of September. Colin has very generously allowed 
the Society access to Holme Bank for organised photographic field trips and has also 
entertained a 1cave diving' organisation - who find the flooded levels ideal training ground. 
There is still a vast amount of work to do at Holme Bank, development, general maintenance, 
etc. One way to repay Colin1s kindness to the Society would be to give him a hand some 
Sunday - he would welcome your assistance. During the 'season', guides too are needed. 
Interested? Give Colin a ring - Tel: 062983-4658. His address: 9 Peakland View, Darley 
Dale, Matlock. 

Colin may be found at Holme Bank on the second and third Sunday of every month from 
11.00am onwards. 

New Members 

New Members elected J anuary 1982. 

P.R. Winder 
J.G. O'Dell 
F. Hardy 
M.L. Weightman 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Ed1"ards 
D.M. Hill 

Change of addresses. 

Mr. F. Jackson 

Les & Sue Riley 
John Pickin 
Dr. J. Black 

STOP PRESS 

6 Mountside, Church Hill, Caterham, Surrey. 
12 Marsh Lane, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Thorntree House, Wens ley, Matloc k, Derbyshire. 
Holly Cottage, 15 The Lanes, Bolehill, Wirksworth, Derbys. 
8 Franklyn Road, Brockwell, Chesterfield. 
Holdyke Cottage, Blidworth Road, Farnfield, Newark, Notts. 

488A Thornaby Road, Thornaby, Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland. 
296 Nottingham Road, Eastwood, Notts. 
49 Hall Street, Alvaston, Derbyshire. 
18 High Street, Kilburn, Derbyshire. 

May we extend the sincere congratulations of the Society to Jim Rieuw erts on gaining 
his degree, Doctor of Philosophy, from Lei cester Univ ersity . 
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Miscellany 
PhotoComp 1982. 

We are running the News-letter photographic competition again this year. 

Send your Black and White photographs to either of the two addresses at the back of 
this News-letter, before the end of May 1982 if you wish them to be included. 

All the photographs that were received too late for last years competition will be 
automatically included this year. 

The winning photograph will be published in the July 1bumper1 edition and our special 
'mystery prize' presented during the course of the Annual Dinner. 

Come on, hurry now! Let's have your photographs. Please mark the envelope, or the back 
of the photograph - Photocomp. 

Derbyshire Oil. 

In the last edition of the News-letter it was reported that a mineral company, with 
interests in the Derbyshire area, had applied for permission to prospect for oil in parts 
of Derbyshire. If they are successful it will not be a new venture. 

In 1847 an enterprising engineer, a certain James Young, was asked to inspect a dark 
oily pool by a local coalowner. 

He concluded that there was something to dP.velop here and soon managed to refine heavy 
lubricating oil and paraffin wax. His output from a Derbyshire mine was about 300 gallons 
a week. From this seemingly obscure beginning the Oil Age had arrived - with all its 
blessings and liabilities. He was known as 'Paraffin Young1• 

JMB. 

Coal Board scientists, after several years of research, have developed a method for 
turning coal into oil. Basically, the technique involves dissolving the coal in certain 
chemicals and then adding hydrogen. Point of Ayr colliery in North Wales is the site 
for the first major pilot plant. 
In eight years time a commercial plant producing 50 gallons of petrol and 80 gallons of 
other oils is feasable, per tonne of coal. 

Mining Journal and Magazines for disposal. 

A member, Iain Wright, has a complete set of Mining Journals and Magazines, from late 
1969 to date, for disposal - he needs the room! 

Iain writes, - 11if the Society or an educational organisation wants them they can have 
them if they arrange their removal. If anyone else wants them a contribution towards my 

annual subscription to Mining Journal would be appreciated". 

Anyone interested? Iain1s address is: 96 Norwich Road, Chichester, West Sussex P019 4DF. 

Information required. 

Dr. R.T. Spence is researching the Cliffords, Earls of Cumberland from 1570 to 1640. 
He would be grateful to hear from anyone who knows details of the Clifford1s lead mines 
in Derbyshire in the 16th. century or1 of the importation of local miners to his Grass
ington mines about that date. His address is: 120 Beckett's Drive, Leeds LS5 5PL. 

For those who had a go at guessing the weight of the megalump of galena at the Mining 
Museum. The final weight was found to be 896lbs, according to the weighbridge of Tarmac's 
Middleton Mine. 

The recession has hit steel, aluminium and chemical industries resulting in a falling 

demand for fluorspar. Dresser's Ryder Point Plant is stockpiling supplies and has stopped 

receiving spar from tributers. 
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Birthday Celebrations. 

When the gang working on clearing out the Temple Mine at Matlock Bath, on Sunday 
January 31st, popped over to the nearby museum for their afternoon 'cuppa' there was a 
surprise for Terry Worthington - a birthday tea of ice cream and jelly, cakes and a 
special birthday cake prepared by the girls. 

It was Terry's 27th birthday - a fact Terry had tried to keep quiet - in vain as it 
turned out. 

Photograph shows Terry doing the 'honours' at the celebration in the staff room of the 
Peak District Mining'Museum. 
(Sorry Terry, I know you threatened to sue if we published the photograph, but, Pam and Sue 
threatened even worse - anyway we never could resist a pretty face!) 

Pnotograph by Harry Parker 

'Guess the Weight Competition' 

A book token has been sent to Dawn Francis of Wellington Road, Newark, Notts for 
successfully guessing the weight of the 'mega lump' of galena at the Museum. 
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TEMPLE MINE 

Planning permission and the consents have now been given to convert Temple Mine into a 
show mine, to be operated in conjunction with the Museum - opening, we hope, sometime this 
summer. 

A number of members in small groups are already hard at work, emptying out deads, 
weekdays,· evenings, and of course, weekends. More help is required - especially at off-peak 
times. Contact Lynn Willies or Terry Worthington via the Museum (Matlock 3834). 
Regular working parties, say once a week for a while, would be especially welcome. 

Once access for visitors has been satisfactorily cleared, and the area of unstable 
ground has been secured, the work of installing equipment will begin - to include rails, 
tubs, and an old Millclose electric loco etc., to show how a mine operated earlier this 
century. At the surface a small hut is to be installed, once the retaining wall currently 
being constructed for us by the Matlock Task Force is complete, together with a new 
entrance. 

Temple Mine, • .. rhich is about 100 yards from the Museum, should become a major attraction 
at Matlock Bath, assisting both the Museum and the Society's financial position, as well as 
fulfilling a long-standing plan (it was acquired in 1974) to open a mine to the public. 

Please help if you can. 

Lynn Willies/Terry Worthingto� 

'DIGGING OUT' in '.L'emple l·line. Photograph by Harry Parker 
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Will our intrepid curator stop at nothing to get publicity for the Museum? 

In a recent edition of 'Woman and Home' there appeared a double-page spread about Pam 
viamond making a career in such an unconventional field as the curator of a Mining Museum. 

The article, by Lesley Stanley, describes the scenery of Matlock Bath, introduces lead 
mining and then meets Pam at the Museum. It goes on to talk about Pam's involvement in the 
Society's activities and her training for the job. A little of the history is mentioned, 
as is the award presented to the Museum for services to British Archaeology. The Museum 
is described briefly and the fact that it is run with the help of one full-time and one 
part-time assistant and the voluntary help of members of the Society at weekends. 

Photographs show Pam descending a mine by winch, explaining the Wills Founder engine 
in the Museum, riding her motorbike and reading the book that every PDMHS member should 
have in his/her collection - De Re Metallica. 

Although Pam is the first to admit that some of her words have been somewhat misquoted, 
what does come over is her enthusiasm for the job and the development of the Museum and her 
total involvement with the Society and its activities. 

Evelyn Dixon. 

The Peak Park Planning Board is setting a national example to preserve historic 
landscapes in the countryside . 

Recently, in a survey report, about 6 important historic sites in the park·have been 
identified and action recommended to preserve them. The report has been welcomed by 
members of the boards management committee. 
NEP. 

Mouldridge Mine working day. 

On Sunday morning of December 6th. 1981, some 17 members assembled for a working day 
to carry out both safety and preservation work. The farmer obligingly took our tools and 
materials across in his trailer but only two of the party elected to take a ride - possibly 
something to do with the fact that it had been used for carrying silage� 

One party of four spent the day excavating the level entrance and installing a timber 
framework on which was hung a metal grid gate (manufactured themselves with loving care). 
The idea of the gate is that it is hinged at the top and will, therefore, automatically 
close when not in use. This was topped off by a cast iron plate showing the name of the 
mine in ecologically acceptable colourst 

A further party of three discovered the difficulty of chipping holes in reinforced 

concrete railway sleepers. These had been laid over a shaft in 1976 by PDMHS leaving an 
access hole. Some kind vandal

.
however decided how much fun it would be to throw the lid 

down the shaft. To solve this, two bolts were concreted into the capping and a steel lid 
bolted down over the hole. 

The remaining ten proceded to work their way through the mine levels clearing falls of 
the wall deads as they went. The dead walls were rebuilt and, in places, unsafe deads were 
removed. The result was very impressive and the way now resembles a motorway (well, perhaps 
that's carrying editorial licence a bit fari). Let's hope that the rock hounds and vandals 
don't start tearing them down again. 

In all, a very satisfying day and I think the participants enjoyed themselves just as 
much as exploring. Perhaps this example of how some members are prepared to put something 
back into mines will encourage others to do the same. 
A drian Pearce. 

Still at Mouldridge Mine. 

I was disturbed recently to find members exploring Mouldridge Mine who had NOT asked 
permission from the farmer, Mr. Cooper. Access is across private land and repetition of 
such trespassing could ruin the good relations we enjoy at present. Do not walk up the 
dale from Pikehall - ask at Mouldridge Grange, where you can leave your car and walk across 
the fields. 
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MUSEUM NEWS. 

The winter has passed fairly quietly at the museum, as can only be expected. 
Unfortunately our usual �id-winter boost was missing due to the light snowfall some of 
you may have noticed around Christmas. Nevertheless, by using intrepid, and very local 
volunteers, .we still managed to open every day - except Christmas Day itself. My thanks 
to all concerned. 

There has not been much change in the museum displays lately, mainly because , like 
everyone else, we've not got a lot of money. The next phase is a corner on mine drainage, 
which is taking a prolonged time to appear because amongst other problems the subcontractor 
constructing the display has just gone bankrupt. However, we're aiming to have it in by 
early summer. 

The main moment of drama at the museum in the last few months. came shortly before 
Christmas, when the boat shed behind the Pavilion caught fire. It made a merry blaze as, 
apart from boats and timber, the shed contained a variety of paints, varnishes and resins, 
which literally went up in smoke - a particularly noxious thick, black smoke. It was 
nearly the end of our Magpie Cottage warden, as Terry Worthington's landrover was inside, 
and there was no way he was going to let that burn. Evelyn Dixon and I were thus to be 
found pulling and tugging it out from the rear whilst Terry was inside the fire steering 
the landrover from the front. 3ut he had to dash o�t for air every few minutes, coughing 
up smoke in a most alarming manner. Fortunately both he and the landrover survived, if a 
little singed. 

The fire brigade turned up promptly, but had their troubles to cope with - the first 
hose unrolled had a puncture and a spray of water cascaded Evelyn's car, this promptly 
froze and it took a good forty minutes for her to chip off the icel The reservoir of water 
at the back of the fire tender burst so that an amazing supply of water gushed forth into 
the paddling pool, and after about an hour this too froze into a glassy sheet. Personally, 
I liked the style of the part-time fireman who also works at the timber merchants: as one 
lot of timber blazed, he started taking an order for its replacement! 

The fire only lasted about half an hour altogether, but the boatshed and the back of 
the Pavilion was badly damaged. The museum fortunately suffered no more damage than a 
bucketful of water, but I was gratified by the number of people who, on hearing the reports 
on the local news, rang up with offers of help in bailing out and cleaning up. In fact, 
on a bitterly cold day, the fire provided a little warmth in the museum - could it have 
been a staff protest about our heating system? 
Ms. P. Diamond. 

Book Review. 

Illustrated History of Derbyshire by J. Heath. 
192pp, with photographs and r;l.iagrams, maps,etc. 

Barracuda Books, Well St., Buckingham. 
Price £9.50 

If you take any aspect of Britain's history, from prehistoric times to the present day, 
you will find that there are remains somewhere in Derbyshire. This is the first book � in recent 
times, to attempt to chronicle all periods in a progressive sequence. To keep the book of 
a reasonable size, the author has not gone into too much detail1thus,it cannot be used as 
a work of reference as such for a particular period. He has allowed for this however by 
including a comprehensive bibliography at the end. 

The description of the period up to the Roman Invasion is somewhat brief but he has at 
least avoided the wild conjectures and theories found in such publications. From the 
Medievial period onwards the book makes interesting reading with an emphasis on the develop
ment of social structures and settlements. His style makes a refreshing change from the 
history books I remember which consisted of a string of dates, battles and Acts of Parliament. 

There is a section devoted to extractive industries (including lead mining) which I again 
found brief and a very good sec�ion on the growth of industry and transport, which will be 
of great interest to the industrial archaeologist. Good use is made of the many illustrations 
to expand on the written word. 

I certainly learnt more about local history from reading the book and would recommend 
it as general reading for an introduction only to local history. 
Adrian Pearce. 
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A list of books currently on sale at the Museum 

James Watt and the Steam Engine 
Dickenson and Jenkins. 

A Guide to Stationary Steam Engines 
Hayes 

· 

De Re Metall.ica 
Agricola 

Steam Engines of Thomas Newcomen 
Rolt and Allen 

A Historical Sketch of British Mining 
Hunt 

Cornish Explosives 
Earl 

The Rio Tinto Company 
Harvey 

Limestone and Caves of the Peak District 
Ford 

The Derbyshire Mineral Statistics 
Burt, Atkinson, Waite, Burnley 

New this Month 

A Visitors -Guide to the Peak District 
Porter 

A Concise World Atlas of Geology and Mineral Resources 
Paperback 
Hardback 

The North Derbyshire Archaeological Survey 

Facsimile Reprints 

Fodinae Regales 
Pe"tus 

A Miners Dictionary 
Hoo son 

A Discovery of Subterraneall Treasure 

£ 13.50 

£7.00 

£5.50 

£25.00 

£3.95 

£12.00 
£20.00 

£4.50 

£15.00 

£14.00 

£12.00 

A republished series by A.K. Hamilton Jenkins entitled 'Mines and Miners of Cornwall 
Parts 1 - 6 (£1.30 to £1.80) are now available, others will be published in due course. 

From our South Wales Correspondent a report from the Western Mail (Dec. 23rd 1981) 

Hunt for Minerals. 

Copper, lead and zinc may be found by the Institute of Geological Sciences beneath the 
rocks in the Treffgarna area near Haverfordwest. Dyfed County Council's planning committee, 
have approved the drilling of three boreholes in the area for the Natural Environment 
Research Council, an official Government body, as part of a national research project. Acting 
county planning officer, Mr. David Bonn, said the boreholes would provide greater information 
about the complicated geological structure of the area. 
CB. 

Plea for Help. 

Does anyone in the Society know of any work which has been done on Micro-organisms 
in heavy metal mines? Or does anyone know of mines where micro-organisms could be 
collected - having been undisturbed for about 50 years,i.e unfrequented stopes, fresh 
digs. If so, please contact: Dr. J.I. Hibbert, Dept. of Biological Sciences, John 
Dalton Faculty, Manchester Polytechnic, Chester Street, Manchester. 
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Planning applications. 

Dresser Minerals to mine fluorspar, barite, lead and zinc at Kenslow Farm, Middleton-by
Youlgreave, Cambridge Wood, Wensley and Leys Farm, Bonsall. 

Haddon Estates to remove mine tips and landscape area near Nutseats Wood, Haddon Fields. 

Bradwell Spar Mines in respect of retention of a mineral washing plant at Butts Rake. 

Trevor Broadhurst in respect of mining vein minerals on Dirtlow Rake. 

SFD Minerals to remove dumps and prospect for minerals at Carsington Pastures. 

Long Rake Spar Ltd. to mine calcite and other minerals at Laneside Farm, Peak Forest. 

A. Eidson & Sons in respect of vein mineral working at Dirtlow Rake. 

Braithwaite Earthmoving Ltd. to remove surface mineral dumps and excavate vein materials 
at Fivewells Farm, Flagg. 

M.A. Yates in respect of dumping non-toxic waste materials at Roach Quarry, Ashover. 

SFD Minerals to remove dumps and prospect at Carsington Pastures and Griffe Grange. 

Dresser Minerals to remove dumps from behind Red Lion Hotel, Weusley. 

Please Note 

MAGPIE MINE - SHARE CERTIFICATES. 

Peter Challis, who has perhaps the finest collection of Mine Shares in the country, 
has located a block of Magpie Mine Share Certificates , dated 1877. 

Individually they are somewhat expensive. However, if he purchases the complete 
block they would be considerably cheaper. 

Are you interested in becoming the proud owner of a genuine, original Magpie Mine 
certificate. If so, Peter would like to hear from you. Write or phone Peter if you are 
interested and would like details of price and any further information. Peter's address 
is: 1+3 Fieldway, Liverpool 15. Tel: 051 722 9754. 

�ews-letter Material for the 1:::U�per' July Edition. 

The 'dead-line' for material to be included in the next edition (due for publishing 
in July 1982) is June 1st. 

Please send your articles, letters, photographs, etc. to:-

Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham. Tel: Sandiacre 398069 
or 

Adrian Pearce, 34 Madison Avenue, Chaddesden, Derby. Tel: Derby 670721 

FDST SCRIP!' 

The next edition of the News-letter will be the 'Bumper Edition• • .  We feel this 
publication is more than just a News-letter it is almost a magazine. Therefore we would 
like a title for this publication. Have you any ideas for a suitable title. No prizes, 
but we would like your suggestions. 
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