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NEWS-LETTER No. 26 APRIL 1983 

Society Meetings & Projects. 

The Society has had a policy for a number of years of allowing non-members to 
attend official meets where numbers allow. Our reasoning behind this is to persuade 
them to join the Society. In view of our new insurance cover for liability in case 
of death, injury or damage, it would be senseless to allow persons to attend official 
meets who were not similarly covered. lie have arranged a scheme with the Insurers 
whereby non-members can receive temporary cover for the duration of a meet. 

In future, where a non-member (this includes members' family who are not in the 
Society) attends an official meet, they will be asked to pay 5op. per head for 
insurance cover for that meet. Where they attend a number of meets in a year, it 
will be cheaper for them to join as a full member. 

Will meet leaders please note that they should arrange to collect the 50p's 
together with a list of names and addresses of the non-members . The money and list 
should be forwarded to the Secretary as soon as possible. 

MEEI' GRADES. 

Members may be aware that caves are given a grade of difficulty in guide books 
to give potential explorers an idea of what to expect. 

We have found in the past that some members have experienced difficulty when 
attending an underground meet because it entailed more than they expected. For 
instance, if somebody has never been on an electron ladder they will experience great 
difficulty the first time. On an ordinary underground meet, such a difficulty will 
not only cause embarrassment but will nolJ up the rest of the party. 

As part of our training scheme, we intend to organise special trips where such 
techniques can be taught safely and patiently. We would ask members not to attend 
difficult underground meets until they have obtained the necessary experience and 
training. 

In future, all official underground meets will be given a grading to let members 
know what to expect. 

EASY -

MODERATE -

DIFFICULT -

VERY 
DIFFICL'LT -

&.lCIETY FIELD MEETINGS. 

easy walking or stooping, no vertical descents. One to take your 
granny along on. 

mostly easy walking but includes portions where crawling or short 
scrambles are involved. Chilqren allowed if under control of parent. 

an element of difficulty is included. May be a short ladder pitch(es), 
long crawl or deep water. Children allowed if they are already 
experienced in underground exploration. 

a strenuous trip only to be undertaken by those with experience and 
properly equipped. In�ludes long ladder pitches, difficult crawls 
or manoeuvrP.s or very deep water. Children under 18 not allowed 
without the express permission of the leader. 

After a considerable absence we now have Field Meetings to advertise in the News-letter. 
Many complaints have been expressed lately bemoaning the lack of organised Field Meetings. 

Alt�ough the following Meetings have been arranged there is no room for complacency - we 
still need Leaders to volunteer their services if this impo rtant area of the Society's activities 
is to continue. 

Do you think the appointment of a Field Meeting Secretary would improve the situation? 
If so, why not offer yourself for this position. The Hon. Secretary would be extremely pleased 
to hear from you and he will give you every possible assistance • 



.Society Meeting� 
INTROPUC'l'ORY TRIP Sunday 1st May Leader A. Pearce 

Meet at Magpie Mine (GR SK173682) at 12.00pm. We will travel to the mine by car but will 
need to share transport in view of limited parking space. The grade is MODERATE and helmets and 
lamps essential. 

The mine is a good mixture of easy walking, scrambling and ladderwork (the latter not 
essential if no prior experience). An interesting trip for non-beginners but ring first for 
details to avoid excessive numbers. Tel: Derby 670721. 

SNAKE MINE (WINCH MEET) Sunday 22nd May Leader R. Paulson 
Meet 10.3Qam at GR SK262555 - a small fee will be asked for winch expense. 
GRADE - VERY DIFFICULT. Winch descent to 230ft and 250ft levels. Several climbing trips 

available along 80ft (33ft and 45ft ladder trips) additional 120ft pitch also possible. Both 
trips require care. NB. PDMHS Bulletin Vol.3 part 5. 

GEOI.DGICAL WALK AROUND WIRKSWORTH Sunday 5th June Leader Dr. T.D. Ford 
Meet 10.3Qam Black Rocks Car Park (TOP LEVEL). Lunch at Rising Sun. Walking gear and 

waterproofs required. 

WATER ICICLE CLOSE CAVERN Sunday 26th June Leader R. Paulson 
Meet 10.30am at side of field top of the lane (GR SK 161647). This is a WINCH MEET and 

a small fee will be asked for winch expense. 
A trip for those who do not wish to tackle a 105ft ladder climb down a mine shaft. 
Please refer to 'Caves of Derbyshire' by Dr. T.D. Ford for full details of this trip. 
GRADE - DIFFICULT. 

lNTROIXJCTION TO LADDER CLIMBING, ABSEILING, ETC. 
Sunday 10th July Leader A. Pearce 

Meet in the lay-by at Stoney Middleton (GR SK 228755) at 11.00am. The leader should be in 
a blue Metro in case of doubt since it gets crowdedt Weather permitting, you can learn the 
techniques of ropework, belaying, ladder climbing and abseiling on the surface. Cheap meals can 
be obtained in the Lovers Leap Cafe, nearby. 

In the afternoon, Dave Clucas will lead a trip down CA.RLSWARK CAVERN for those still keen. 
Be prepared to get wet on this trip and remember to bring spare clothing. Helmet required for 
surface activities and a lamp for underground trip. 

CA.RLSWARK CAVERN GRADE - DIFFICULT. 

Projects 
GOODLUCK LEAD MINE (SK 270565) 

This project is a private venture supported by the Society - it involves both surface and 
underground work. Further particulars may be obtained from:- Ron Amner, 58 Foljambe Avenue, 
Walton, Chesterfield. Tel: 0246-72375. 

The first Sunday of every month will find Ron in attendance, from 11.00am. 

HOLME BANK CHERT MINE 

This, like Goodluck1 is also a private venture and is supported by the Society. Colin 
Laidler, at present sojourning in the Ashanti Gold Fields,. has opened the mine to the general 
public as a show mine. The mine is open bet�een Easter and the end of September on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays. The Society has generously been allowed access to Holme Bank for organised 
photographic field trips and also entertains 'cave diving' organisations who find the flooded 
levels ideal training grounds. 

There is still plenty of work to be done at Holme Bank and Colin1s wife, Anne, who is 
running the mine during her husbands absence, would be pleased for any assistance. During the 
'season' guides too are required. If you would like to help give Mrs. Laidler a ring. 
Tel: 062983-4658. 

The second and third Sunday of every month are the working days at Holme Bank - from 11.00am 
onwards. 

GRICH LEADING MINING DISPLAY - TRAMWAY MUSEUM (SK 343533) 

Meet on the site on the first and third Sunday of every month from 10.3Qam onwards. 
Further information on this the Society's oldest project may be obtained from the Project 

Leaders - Nevil Gregory, Rowan Cottage, 2 Chapel Lane, Holloway, Nr. Matlock. Tel: Dethick 373, 
or, Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham. Tel Sandiacre 398069. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

August 

August/September 

September 

October 

Visit to colliery - Dr. I. Brown 

Ecton Deep and Clayton 

Photography trip 

Walk in Lathkill and Alport 

These will be detailed in the July News-letter. Further information can be obtained by 
contacting Sue Riley (0773765546) or Evelyn Dixon (Belper (9482) 3020). 

New Members 

New Members elected 14th. January, 1983. 

Mr. P.B. Coates 
Mr. D.W. Crossley 
Mr. I. Cornwall 
Mr. C. Hill 
Mr. P.S. Wilson 
Mr. D. Aveschoug 

New Members elected 4th. March, 1983. 

C.P. Mortimer 

S.J. Jenkins 
J.E. Stott 
J.E. Matthews 
R.J. Hall 
R. Hammond 
G.W. Cooper 

Change or Address's. 

N.A. Cooper 
M.c. Higgins 
P. Jackson 
K. Mould 
K.R. Smith 
M.J:;. Smith 
M.J. Heppenstall 
T.W. Worthington 
Mrs. E. Bagshaw 
A.J. Farrel 

Society Officers 

CO-OPI'IONS TO THE COMMI'ITEE. 

Preservation Study Group Convenor 
Membership Secretary 
Tacklemaster 
Cottage Wardens 
News-letter Editor 
N.A.M.H.O. Delegate 
D.A.R.T. 
Public Relations Officer 
Special Projects Group 
Publications Secretary 
Planning Board Sub-Committee 

Museum Sub-Committee 

Temple Mine Sub-Committee 

Lime Garth, Kings Road, 11.kley, West Yorkshire. 
5 Canterbury Crescent, Sheffield. 
10 Farndale Avenue, Southcoates Lane, Hull. 
Town End, Grich, Matlock, Derbyshire. 
24 Hurst Rise, Matlock, Derbyshire. 
17 South Avenue, Buxton, Derbyshire. 

Robertson Research Institute Ltd., Tyn-y-Coed, 
Llanrhos, Llandudno, Gwynedd. 
26 Sudbury Street, Derby. 
1 Mottershead Avenue, Little Lever, Bolton. 
Wilson's Cottage, Waldley, Doveridge, Derbyshire. 
7 Cheri ton Close, Tadley, Basingstoke, Hampshire. 
38 Thornwood Court, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
19 Darwin Avenue, Buxton, Derbyshire. 

62 Milden Road, Wadsley, Sheffield. 
34A Market Road, Bridlington, North Humberside. 
41 Cranwick Close, Billingham. 
100 St. Chads Road, Normanton, Derby. 
Everton House, Holme Road, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 
7 Orchard Close, Peckington, Yorkshire. 

127 Arnold Avenue, Gleadless, Sheffield. 
36 Aspley Coach, Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 
Rock Cliff Cottage, 41 Windsor Road, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
The Retreat, Kingsingfield Street, West Kingsdown, Sevenoaks •. 

L.M. Willies 
Mrs. S. Riley • 

T.J. Worthington 
G.R. Holt, T.J. Worthington 
I. Butler 
A.J. Pearce 
P.J. Naylor • 
H.M. Parker 
L.J. Riley • 

M.J. Luff • 

H.M. Parker, R.A. Chatburn, 
T.J. Worthington 
R.A. Chatburn, P.J. Naylor, 
A. Mutter •·, R. Paulson • 
L.J. Riley, T.J. Worthington, 
L.M. Willies, A.M. Gillings •, 
M.J. Luff 

(Those marked with an asterisk are already serving as elected officers). 
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Book Reviews 
"sh M tal Minin Technolo in the Ei hteenth and Nineteenth Centuries' 

Paper back A4 105 pages, plus XVII, and 
'British Ore Preparation Techniques in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries' 
Paper back (A4) 69 pages, plus VII. Roger Burt, 1982. 

Published by De Archaeologische Pers Nederland. Price £4.50 per volume. 

These two companion volumes by Roger Burt attempt, in his own words, "to provide an 
introductory framework for the study of the development of British non-ferrous mining technology" 
in the two centuries, and "is not a thorough and exhaustive technical history". In general Burt 
has succeeded admirably- and though specialists will find only a little that is new to them, this 
is and will remain an essential starting point for researchers. He has included a copious section 
of notes and sources and a wide bibliography, which will allow any particular section to be followed 
up in more depth. His original script was prepared some years ago, but was pre-empted by 
Richardson's 1 Metal Mining' - a pity since Burt 1 s is by far the better work. He does, however·, 
occasionally seem to fail to appreciate technical points and difficulties of actual practice, 
noticeable, for example, in his discussion on gunpowder blasting (vol. I, pg. 36-37) and on the 
use of logwashers, far too early a date, (vol. II, pg. 12). Partly this is due to his almost total 
reliance of secondary sources- with occasionally a too uncritical acceptance of their reliability, 
Stokes, for example, needs very careful assessment. It is also a pity opportunity has not been 
taken to up-date the script. There are few references for after 1975, since when much relevant 
material has been published, or re-published, including the extremely valuable 'Miners' Dictionary' 
(1747) by William Hoosan, which is a surprising omission in the bibliography. This would show, for 
example, use of the 1wharr1 a century earlier than cited- hardly keeping to Burt's use of 'latest 
and most advanced' criteria. If a second edition is ever published hopefully these will be 
corrected- but blemishes as they are, they are a tiny proportion indeed of the total date collated. 

A word too about the publisher. Finding a publisher these days for serious mining history 
is very difficult. To fill this gap is the specific objective of 'De Archeaologische Pers Neder
land' a two person publishing house which edits, illustrates, sets, prints and sells on a very 
dynamic basis, in this country and on the continent. They deserve support for both their objective 
and their economically, but attractively produced volumes, which otherwise might have stayed in 
typescript for many years yet. 

Both these volumes are available at the Museum. 
LW. 

'The Cumberland Mineral Statistics 1845 - 19131, by Burt, Waite and Burnley (1982) 
Published by Dept. of Economic History, University of Exeter. 
Paper back (A5), 156 pages, plus XXI. Price £3.00 

First Derbyshire, then Yorkshire, now the lake District. Burt et al have again produced an 
excellently introduced and compiled set of county statistics. This volume includes the London 
Lead Go's, and its successors' titles at Alston, notably for lead and zinc, and such oddities as 
the arsenic and wolfram production at Carrock Fell. Non-ferrous tonnages are however dwarfed by 
those of iron ores, especially around Whitehaven and of course Hodbarrow, which district produced 
some 12"fo of UK production in 1892. 

As a starting point for investigation into late 19th century mines these volumes are 
invaluable, and Exeter are to be congratulated on producing them - as are the joint authors for 
their work of compilation, which at best is a daunting task. It bears repeating, that Exeter have 
offered to run specific programmes to isolate particular data from their bank on request. This 
volume too has a grid-reference to mines, thanks to Mike Gill and associates of Northern Mines. 

Recommended reading for all members, all volumes - and highly desirable for your bookshelves. 

Order or collect from the Mining Museum (Matlock 0629-3834) 
LW. 

The Cleveland Industrial Archaeology Society have in the past produced some good publice�inns 
on mining in the North. Now, reprints are available as follows:-

' A guide to past lead industry in Swaledale and Teesdale' by A.E. Shayler, J.K. Almond and 
H.L. Beadle. Price £3.40 post paid. 

'North Yorkshire Alum Industry' Price £2.30 post paid. 

Orders, with cheques payable to 'Cleveland Industrial Archaeology Society•, should be sent 
to Dr. J.C. Rose, 17 Bedford Road, Nunthorpe, Middlesborough TS7 OBY. 

1THE RED BOOK' 

A new edition of the 'Red Book' (Lead Mining in the 
stage and should be ready for publication around Easter. 
included, and the price will be in the region of £3.00. 
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Miscellany 
COAL - BRITISH MillING IN ART 1680-1980. 

Castle Museum, Nottingham. 26th. March - 1st. May 1 983. 

A major touring exhibition organised by the Arts Council of Great Britain with the National Coal 
Board and supported by Barclays Bank. 

This exhibition looks at the coal mining industry in Britain through the eyes of artists. 
Art and coal may seem a surprising combination, but artists have recorded and responded to the 
particular fascinations of the mining industry for over three hundred years. The exhibition 
brings together over 150 works of art by seventy artists, including such well-known names as 
Constable, Lowry and Henry Moore. 

The exhibition is presented in four sections - from the broad mining landscape to the mine 
a�d pithead itself, to the people in the mining community and finally into the strange, dark 
landscape of the mine below ground. 

The first section, the broad mining landscape, opens with a large panoramic of Harraton Hall 
and Lumbley Castle in County Durham, painted by Peter Hartover in 1680. This is thought to be 
the first painting where an artist has taken note of the mining industry as part of the view. By 
the 18th century landscape artists deliberately contrast the mining buildings with their idyllic • 
setting, but by the mid-19th century mining becomes a more dominating presence in the landscape, 
as in 'Brighton Beach with Colliers', painted by Constable in 1824. By the time of the First World 
War the industrial landscape is a subject in its own right, as in the well-known images of L.S. Low;y. 

The second section shows the colliery close up. At the turn of the 19th century artists such 
as Ibbetson and Cotman painted pictures of the pithead itself, seeing the pictorial qualities of 
its structure and shape. But Graham Sutherland's 'Outcast Coal Production', drawn during World 
War II, communicates scale and noisy energy. Bernd and Hilla Becher, with their framed photographs 
of 'Pitheads' (1974), have approached the mines with a sharp documentary eye, drawing our attention 
to the unique nature of each structure. 

The third section of the exhibition focuses on the people who make up the mining community. 
One of the earliest works in this section, 1Pitmen at Play' by Henry Perlee Parker, was the first 
true mining picture to be exhibited at the Royal Academy, in 1836. A portrait of a 'Pit Brow Lass' 
painted tn 1895 by Hannah Keen is the only painting that has come to light which acknowledges the 
presence1of the girls who worked in the Lancashire coalfields. 

But'..it was the strikes, disasters and rescues which provided most of the subject matter for 
artists i'n the second half of the 19th century. Many were employed specifically to cover the major 
events of the day for the illustrated news magazines. The Hartland Colliery disaster of 18621 in 
Northumberland, is featured in work by three artists. More recently, a number of photographers 
such as Edwin Smith, Bill Brandt and Robert Frank have ta.ken photographs inside miners' homes, in 
the mining community and at the coal tip. 

The final section of the exhibition shows works inspired by the interior of the mine itself, 
that mysterious underground world of the miner, which has intrigued many artists. Much of the art 
from below ground is in the form of sketches, which could be done on the spot in the poorly-lit, 
cramped conditions and worked up afterwards into more finished or larger-scale works. Thomas Hair's 
watercolours from the 1840s are among the earliest. 

During World War II Henry Moore was commissioned by the War Artists' Committee to do drawings 
of 'Britain's Underground Army• (i.e. coalminers). He went underground at his hometown colliery 
of Castleford, Yorkshire, and pages from his sketchbook and three finished drawings are exhibited. 

More recently, bath Jack Crabtree1s and Mick Martin's paintings and drawings have resulted 
from 'artist-in-industry' schemes in which the National Coal Board have participated. The coal 
mining industry and the people who work in it still holds a fascination for the artist today. 

Nottingham Arts Council. 

(There is a fully illustrated catalogue with reproductions of most of the pictures, mainly in 
black and white. The 96 page catalogue includes a 35 page review of the depiction of coal mining 
in art through the ages, and a 12 page summary of the development of the British Coal Industry, 
plus a 2 page chronological chart and a select bibliography. The catalogue is well worth having 
on any mine historians bookshelf. If you cannot get to the exhibition it is available from the 
Arts Cpuncil1 Publications Office, 105 Piccadilly1 London WIV OAU, or, The Arts Department, Castle 
Museum, Nottingham. Price £2.50 plus post and packing. 
TDF. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS. 

The practice of not sending out membership cards until the next News-letter circulation has 
led to a number of complaints. A large number of cards were being sent out with the current 
News-letter (January), but for any further renewals in the current year the Membership Secretary 
proposes to send out membership cards as soon as subscriptions were received, even though this 
will incur extra postage. Membership Cards will be printed earlier this year, so the earlier you 
pay your subscription the earlier you will receive your new Membership Card. 
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Wills Founder Mine - Supplementary Discovery. 

Members will recall that the Society spent a great deal of time back in 1976 raising a water 
pressure engine at Winster. For the gallant few who actually took part in the projectt the 
conditions were bliss compared to the removal of the pumps 2 years later. The article that 
appeared in the Bulletin tells little of the trials of 1978 and it was with pleasure that the 
following item was recently discovered in the Society's records. The anonymous writer must 
remain a mystery and many of the terms used would only be apparent to those who were there at the 
time. Howevert I'm sure that if asked they would be pleased to elucidate. 

WILLIES FOLLY 

Its down the shaft on a Sunday morn 
Wills Founder is the best 
in the Winster Seam with the Earwig's team 
in a place not fit for man. 
Well the shaft is a hundred and ten yards deep 
when measured from nook to nook 
and when you, re crawling down the ladders lads 
keep in or you're bound to get stuck. 

Chorus: For the PDMHS lad is a canny lad 
although he works for free 
for he knows how to work and he knows how to shirk 
and he's always drinking tea. 

Then the pumps go on and the silt it flows 
till the pipes get loaded full 
and in half an hour a stone goes in 
and the pump it will not go. 
' Water Off' is the cry and we all crawl out 
to the Mono Pump it for to mend 
Lynn Willies who's the cause of all our woes 
says, 1You111 drive me around the bend'. 

Chorus • • • • • •  

We pull and we strain for to fix i t  again 
and when its been put straight 
Pete Chall a director of our lot 
says, 1It1s time we had our bait'. 
So we take ourselves to a quiet spot 
with a plank and a chock for a seat 
and the chat at last flies thick and fast 
on how to put the job reet. 

Chorus • • • • • •  

Now its very hard when the Earwig's around 
to take long over your bait 
so we climb back down, get some kibbling done 
for the pumps can hardly wait. 
With silt to your knees and you're soaking wet 
well the work is really grand 
when the job is done you are glad to hear 
that we're coming back again next year. 

Chorus • • • • • •  

(Needless to say - we didn't go back!!!) 

Mining Sites and the Fon�stry Commission 

Following a mPeting bPtwPen thP F.C. and representatives from NANHO,a national 
agreement was reachPd concerning preservation of mining sites on F.C. land.It was 
agreed that liaison should be on a local level with the F.C. 's Conservancies and 
that thr:se be provided with a schf�dulP of important sites which should not be 
destroyed by forestry work and for which acCPSS should be a:llowed. 

F'urthermorP,before any landscaping work is carrind out involving areas with 
mining sites,the F.C. wlll hold discussions with the local NAMHO representative. 

Please notP that the F.C. wish to liaise through NAMHO and thus if anyone knows 
of important mining sitPs on F.C. land for which access ls required or any which are 
in danger of clestructlon they should contact thnir NAMHO representative. 

The ciu0stion of underground access was also liscussed but the F.C. are unwilling 
to agree a national policy of access until their legal officers have investigated 
and become satisfied with the problem of liability.There may be local anomalies 
where some areas allow access and _others e.g. Wales,do not - NAMHO is hoping to 
get a national policy in due course.In the meantime,do not prejudice negotiations 
by exploring mines on F.C. land without permission.Exercise a little patience. 
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SILVER JUBILEE - PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Next year, 1984, will be the Silve.r Jubilee of the Society. 

Members of Council are of the opinion that this important anniversary of the society cannot 
be allowed to slip by unnoticed. It has to be celebrated in some auspicious manner. 

We are asking for your ideas. How would you like to celebrate the Silver Jubilee? Another 
'Groove Fest', a special publication, a project, or perhaps something entirely different. 

Please send your suggestions to the Secretary, Andy Gillings, 8 Bernard Avenue, Huchnall1 
Nottingham. 

PHOTOCOMP 1983 

Don•t forget - get your entries in as soon as possible if you wish them to be included in 
this years competition. Judging will take place the second week in June. 

Just a reminder - Black and White photographs on1Y please. 

cxr SJ... 

TEMPLE MINE 

The Thursday night and weekend workers have been working hard over the winter months on a 
project that is becomimg quite frustrating. The general idea was to carry on digging out the 
passage beyond the ring arching but it has literally been a case of one foot forward and two feet 
back. The major .problem has been the ring arching which was found to need more stabili�ation at 
its base, hopefully this has now been done. 

The other problem was disposal of the material dug out. The original optimistic idea was 
to put this into small plastic bags and store it in the chamber above. Not only did this prove 
to be unpopular and labour-intensive we soon began to run out of space. Logic finally prevailed 
and it was decided to install a tub, rails and ore shute in the upper level and take the material 
out of the mine completely. At the time of writing, this new system was in the process of being 
installed and the level.still hasn't been dug outl There is a theory that the 'gaffer•, Terry 
Worthington, is being bribed by our local competitors to keep us in a constant state of utter 
confusion. 
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MOULDRIIX>E MINE 

The group of members working on this 
project have been putting in a lot 
of work during the year. The survey 
has been finally completed and it now 
remains to unravel what has turned 
out to be a complicated mine both 
historically and geological. It is 
hoped to produce the article for the 
next Bulletin. 

Drawing by Rachel Watson. 
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A SELECTION OF BOOKS FROM THE MUSEUM BOOKSHELVES - ALL HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 

'The Copper and Lead Mines of Ecton Hill, Staffordshire' by John A. Robey & Lindsay Porter. 
Published by Moorland Publishing. Price £2.95. 

This popular book giving an account of the mines of this area is available once again. 
It deals with the unusual mineralogical features of the area and how these have affected working 
conditions, social conditions. Details of ore production and smelting are among some of the 
other topics covered. 

'Mineral Statistics of Derbyshire 1845 - 1913•. 'Mineral Statistics of Yorkshire 1845 - 1913' 
By Roger Burt et al. Published by Exeter University & Northern Mines Research Society. 
Price £2.50 each. 

Details of the iron, lead, silver, zinc, fluorspar. barite and copper production for each 
year. Mines are then listed alphabetically with information about ownership, management, output 
and numbers employed. 

'Tunnelling: History and my own involvement', by Sir Harold Harding. 
Published by Golder Associates. Price £16.oo. 

One copy only of this very specialised book which deals with the history and development 
of tunnelling from very early times through the Industrial Age right up to 1976. There is a 
chapter on the London Underground and a lot of technical information about modern methods • 

•Story of the Peak District Rocks and Scenery'• by Dr. T.D. Ford. 
Published by East Midlands Region of National Trust. Price £1.15. 

The geology of the Peak District and its effect on the scenery told in a straight-forward 
and easy to read style. Plenty of good maps and diagrams and a varied selection of photographs 
are included. 

Should you wish to order any of these books from the Museum - postage will, of course, be extra 
to the prices quoted. 

OBITUARY - R.T. CIDUGH 

We have learned ;Ji th regret the death of Bob Clough during the Christmas Holiday at the 
age of 59. Bob first became interested in caving during the 19301s and 1940•s and was an active 
member of the British Speleological Association during this time. In the 19401s he began his 
research on the Yorkshire lead smelting mills and eventually published his findings in 1962 with 
the famous 'Lead Smelting Mills of the Yorkshire Dales'. In recent years he produced an updated 
reprint and was in the process of arranging for the reprint of several old mining publications. 
He was a member of several organisations including PDMHS and will be sadly missed. 

HIL'.ION MINES 

Please note - the Army is no longer allowing access to these mines. It is apparently due 
to a request from the Nature Conservancy Council and Warcop Conservation Group. NAMHO is 
attempting to negotiate access again but please keep away for the time being. 

LAND O\VNERS LIABILITY 

Members will recall the consultation that took place between NAMHO and the Lord Chancellor's 
Department regarding access and liability. They have now informed us that it would appear that 
an amendment to the Unfair Contract Terms Act is desirable and they are preparing a Bill to 
implement this. Due to pressure of business, however, the Bill cannot be preser.ted this session. 

GOLD (Not Derbyshire). 

One of the world's richest gold mines has been discovered in Kagoshima, Japan. It is reputed 
to be a vein of ore 6 yards 1-lide at a depth of 800 feet. 
(Could this be the motivation for the recent visit to Japan by Harrysan?) 

STOLEN. 

In early February thieves broke into the Royal Cave, part of Gullivers' Kingdom, at Matlock 
Bath. They removed an old electron ladder, part of an exhibit, displaying some practised caving 
skills to do so. Mr. S. Hirstwood has asked a warning be distributed that the ladder had been 
thrown out as unsafe, following an accident with battery acid. Cave Rescue teams, of which Mr. 
Hirstwood is a member will be interested especially in any incidents involving broken ladders -
be warned� 

Please spread this information as widely as you can - the miscreants are unlikely to be 
members. 

MUSEUM. 

Lynn Willies has retired from his position of project leader of the Museum; his place will 
be taken by Alan Mutter, recently elected member of council. Inquiries thus to Alan at Matlock 
4468 or, of

.
course, to Pam Diamond at the Museum (3834). 
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GRAVE DANGERS OF RAPPEL RACKSt by Andy Eavis 
An Information Report by the N.C.A Equipment Committee. 

There is no doubt that the rappel rack is one of the best abseiling devices available to 
the modern caver. Its principle advantage is on long drops over 75m. where other devices require 
the caver to haul himself down. Several accidents recently, including two British fatalities, 
point to potential dangers of this device. 

Both fatal accidents appear to have been caused by comparatively inexperienced users 
removing too many bars. A MINIMUM OF THREE BARS is required to prevent the descent becoming a 
free fall. 

There are several ways of minimising the dangers of misuse. Racks must not be used 

underground or on very long pitches by the abseiler who has not extensively used this type of 
device before. Practice can be done on the surface using a short drop and a weighted rope to 
familiarise the caver with the descender; changeovers, etc. can be completed and the variable 
friction properties of the rack mastered. Shorter pitches underground, bolt cuangeovers, etc. 
should be practised before longer drops are attempted. Once the rack user is well experienced 
the potential dangers must still be remembereQ to prevent 'familiarity breeding contempt•. Even 
very experienced cavers have threaded these devices the wrong way round or set off without 
securing the device to their harnesses. 

One possible solution to the three-bar problem is the modification suggested by Keith 
Lewis in the November 1982 issue of 'Caves and Caving•. The second bar does not'clip' onto the 
frame which should prevent cavers from inadvertently threading the rack back to front. The 
third bar has a grub screw through the end permanently holding it onto the frame to prevent its 
removal during a descent but still allowing the bar to move up and down. 

The rack is a good abseiling device for large pitches. Practice, careful use and possibly 
the Lewis modification should make its use as safe or safer than any other descending method. 

Further reading - A more comprehensive article available shortly by Keith Lewis entitled 'A 
Guide to the Safe Use of Rack Descenders'. 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

The Association was established in September 1973 to promote the study of industrial 
archaeology and encourage improved standards of recording, research, publication and conservation. 
It aims to assist and support regional an� specialist survey and research groups and bodies 
involved in the preservation of industrial monuments, to represent the interests of industrial 
archaeology at a national level, to hold conferences and seminars and to publish the results of 
research. 

Although the Association is an organisation of individual members, societies are encouraged 
to affiliate so that they can have a voice in national matters and in order for their own members 
to be aware of what is happening on a national basis. Affiliated societies are entitled to: 

a) One vote at the Annual General Meeting through the Secretary of the Society in question. 

b) Up to 10 members of the affiliated society will be admitted to the AIA Conference at the 
AIA members rate. 

c) Each society will receive 5 copies of all material published by the Association including 
the Bulletin free of charge. 

d) Members of affiliated societies are entitled to purchase the Industrial Archaeology Review 
at the discount price • 

e) 
. • 

The AIA holds conferences and seminars to bring together members of affiliated societies 
to discuss common problems. 

f) The Association endeavours to assist local societies who need advice of any type (eg., 
insurance, listed building applications, fund-raising or advice with publication and research). 

At present the affliation fee is £8.00 and application for membership should be addressed to 
The Secretary, Association for Industrial Archaeology, Ironbridge, Telford, Shropshire, TF8 ?AW 

WIRKSWORTH STONE CENTRE. 

A project to form a quarrying centre, including a Museum is planned for Wirksworth, and was 
unveiled publicly recently. The site will put disused quarries in Wirksworth Hollow into a new 
use, and will, hopefully, include mining features such as Cromford Moor Mine, Ratchwood Mine, and 
the Meerbrook Sough Mine Engine House in an interpretative trail, which will be a major help in 
preservation. 
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WORK AT TEMPLE MINE. 

As the opening of its second season draws close, work at the Society's show mine is 
progressing. It is planned to carry out some major work to allow the removal of spoil from the 
mine with the minimum of effort. To this end a wooden chute is being built underground to join 
the upper level to the main haulage way. 

Also, outside the mine on the tip, the rails are being re-positioned and a gantry built to 
enable tipping directly into the bucket of a 35cwt dumper bought for the purpose of removing the 
spoil from site. In conjunction with this work a great deal of concrete is being laid to improve 
the general state of the mine floors. 

Having' installed these tipping and removal facilities it is then planned to empty further 
backfilled parts of the mine to extend the public access. A loco charging station is one item 
planned and others are at present being discussed. Meanwhile the Electrical.Department has 
obtained an automatic telephone exchange and has plans to rival British Telecom in Matlock Bath! 

Members are we�come to come for a trip around the mine, it is FREE to them - the same as 
the Museum. Why not visit BOTH at the same time? 

Les Riley. 

Members at work clearing the site for the Dumper Loading Bay. Photo by Harry Parker. 

SOUGH IN MATLOCK SK 2975.6040 (Tail at ? 29656030) 

What appears to be a previously unknown sough ha� been discovered during building operations 

for the Fine Fare Supermarket at Matlock Town Centre. It is close to a projection of Ladygate 

Vein, as it passes into the shales, at the rear of what was until recently the Bus Station Car 

Park. It was explored for a few yards by Peter Byard of Darley Dale, who describes it as about 

five feet high, and three to four feet wide, unlined, heading northwardly, and blocked by a fall 

of shale. It does not appear to have been making water. A concrete wall has now been built in 

front of it, ;:i.nd a drain installed. we are grateful to the construction company and Phil Wain

wright for its notification, and to the company and Peter Byard for co-operation in investigation. 

There is no sign of its outfall at the river. 
Lynn Willies. 
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Please Note 
APPEAL FOR INFORMATION: Mining at Whitwell. 

Mr. J.B. Milburn, Mining Records Officer for the N.C.B., has requested information, if 
available, of the lead mine workings at Whitwell, Derbyshire. 

These were described by Ineson et al (1972), but no pr ecise information is available for a 
shaft and adit. Proposed workings from Whitwell Colliery will be in close proximity, and as much 
information as possible is required for safety. 

Mr. Milburn is anxious too. to have a sight of any record s relating to coal mining activity 
which members may know of, relating both to the Whitwell area, or elsewhere in Derbyshire. He 
can be contacted at Eastwood Hall, Nottingham (Langley Mill 66111), or via myself. I would 
appreciate being kept informed (Matlock 4322) 
Lynn Willies. 

KNOTLOW MINE 

The key is still kept at the village store in Monyash, but please note that the ownership 
has changed from Mrs. Bird to Mr. Noble. 

HONORARY MEMl:lERSllIP. 

Congratulations to Lynn Willies on being elected a Honorary Member of the Society. 'l'his 
is in re�ognition of all the sterling work Lynn has done for the Society over the years. 

Have you borrowed an electric welder from the Museum? The e quipment is the property 
of Terry Worthing ton and he requires it for on-going work. 

If you have borrowe d it, would you please return i t , or let Terry or Pam know of its 
whereabouts. Give them a ring at the Muc;eum. 

�ALE 

Two Oldham type lamps in very good condition. Offers to the News-letter editor. Collect 
from the Museum (Evelyn Dixon), 

'Nater Sampl"s 
The InstitutP or Geological Sciences ha_s askPd mP to help in a project about tne 

presence of anaerobic bacteria ln oJd mine workings.This involves taking water samples 
pn�ferably from workings previously u:i�ntercrl since last w orkPd or flo<XiP.d. If any member 
j::; 1 lk,,ly to cxplor« an old minP of th..; abovr: sort which is llkely to have stari<llng wat•:r, 
co111,1 they please contact m•·. AJr lan Pearce T. Jerby 670721. 

Shaft Capping on Alston MOOL' 

f.d,>n Dh;trlct Couneil a:n� inhmding to eap rsom'" 600 min,, shafts on Alst on Moor 
thl�' Y'·ar.ThP. int.)ntion is to use concrete slf•epers,sim.ilar to thosP i n Derbyshire, 
tr,g•·th•T with Clwyli caps w!i.f·rc· necPssary. Thf• Council has contactf'd mining sociPti,:s 
via NAMHO asking for information or. �;hafts or features whf·re acc ess is J..ikely to be 
rcquirP.\l in tht• future,in ord.�r that this access may bf' rmsured. 

CHANGE 0.l!' ADDRESS. 

The Registered Office of the Society is now at the Museum. 'fhe correct postal address is:

Peak. Distric t Mines Historical Society Limited, 
Peak. District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, 
South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, 
MATLOCK, 
Derbyshire DE4 ,3NR. 

l':A'l'J::RIAL FOR THE JULY NEWS-LETTER. 

The July edition will be a 'Bumper Edition' only if YOU send in your articles, newspaper 
clippings, photographs, et c. , etc. REMEMBER - YOU DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF PAGES� 

Please send your material for publication before the first week of JUNE. The last possible 
date for inclusion of any material will be the 10th. June 1983. 

Material to: Iain Butler, 19 Al bany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham. T el: Sandiacre 398069 

OR 

Adrian Pearce, 34 Madison Avenue, Chadd esden, Derby. Tel: Derby 670721. 
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