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JANUARY 1984. 

The past year has again been a busy and successful one for the Society. 

As I announced two years ago at the Annual General tfoeting, the Society proposed to lay 
on a water supply to the Field Centre at Magpie Mine to enable long term development and 
conservation of the site to be more easily undertaken. I asked at that meeting for voluntary 
donations towards the capital cost of the project and to date a sum of nearly £700 has been 
raised. This was the first time that a financial appeal has been made and our thanks go to all 
who donated. The final licences were drawn up, and signed, during the summer and work commenced 
in September. The project received a set back when much of the pipework was stolen. However, 
we were adequately insured and this has now been repL'lced. To date about 250 metres of the total 
length of 800 metres has been laid and backfilled. Work will continue at weekends throughout 
the winter while weather conditions permit. 

Field Meetings have again been a feature of events during the year. It was interesting 
to note that the meet which attracted the greatest support was an indoor film show at the Museum. 
I hope we are not in danger of becoming an armchair Society. Our thanks to all the meet leaders 
v1ho were prepared to give their time and knowledge. Hore volunteers are required, so any offers 
will be most welcome. 

Work continued at Ter _;ile Mine during last winter both underground and on the surface. The 
major task of clearing the upper level through the ring arching occupied most of the effort, but 
the project was assisted by the purchase of a dumper which enable the quantities of spoil 
produced to be removed more economically than by hired transport. All major activities came to 
a halt at Easter as the number of visitors increased, although the night group continued to work 
throuGhout much of the year. This group would welcome any assistance of work at Temple Mine and 
at their other project - Mouldridge Mine. Work will resume on the 'J'emple Mine site in the next 
few weeks when it is hoped to complete the upper level mineral clearance scheme and to erect an 
ore tippler outside. Our thanks go to all who have put in Ilnlch time and effort on this project. 

Working side by side with Temple Mine is 1 of course, the Museum. It is pleasing to note 
that the decline in visitors has halted. 

During the summer the Curator, Xiss Pam Diamond, left to take up a post in Perth, ScotL'lnd. 
We wish her every success in her new career. Her place has been filled, on a temporary basis, 
by Mrs. Evelyn Dixon, to whom we are grateful. 

In the summer the Museum mounted what is hoped will be the first of many short exhibitions, 
'So this is what we do with lead'. Our thanks and appreciation must go to Evelyn and Alan Mutter, 
the Museum Project Organiser, for their splendid efforts. Also, our thanks must go to the 
'Monday Night Group' for their persistent and consistent efforts at the Museum. They are involved 
with the smaller displays and general maintenance of the Museum and they too would welcome any 
new members to their group. 

Financially, while the Society is in a sound position, it will be seen from the accounts 
that for the first time in many years the income from subscriptions did not cover the escaL'ltiing 
costs of publications - Bulletins and News-letters. The Council, therefore, propose to hold an 
Extraordinary General Meeting early next year, with a recommendation that the subscription should 
be increased from 1st. September 1984. It has been at the present level since September 1981. 

To turn to more pleasing business; next year is the 25th. Anniversary of the formation of 
the Society. Already a small sub-committee have been working on a programme of events to take 
place throughout the year. These will include visits, field meets and social events, in fact 
something for all the family. So please come along, enjoy yourselves and make the events a 
success. 

In 1985 the Society has been chosen to host the Biennial NAMHO conference. The main events 
will take here at Matlock Bath, but field trips will be organised throughout the area. The 
Council will be looking for volunteers to assist at this event nearer the time. 

Finally, as my term of office draws to a close, may I offer my personal thanks to all the 
members of Council for their sterling work throughout the year, and also to all other members 
who assist and take part in the activities of this, the leading Mining History Society. 

11.J. Luff. 



Society Officers 

The following members were elected to serve the Society for 1983fil4. 

Chairman : 
Dep. Chairman: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Editor: 
Recorder: 

Ordinary Members: 

COUNCIL OFFICER'S ADDRESSES. 

Chairman: 
Dep. Chairman: 

·Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Editor: 
Membership Secretary : 
Recorder: 

Ordinary Members: 

P.J. Naylor 
A.J. Pearce 
A.M. Gillings 
R. Paulsen 
T.D. Ford 
G. Rose 

John Pickin 
D. Clucas 
A. Mutter 
L. Riley 
D. Williams 
J. Watson 

P.J. Naylor,Old Noah's Ark Inn, Wirksworth Moor, Derbyshire. 
A.J. Pearce, 34 Madison Avenue, Chaddesden, Derby . 
A.M. Gillings, 8 Bernard Avenue, Hucknall, Nottingham. 
R. Paulsen, 26 Ashley Road, Keyworth, Nottingham. 
Dr. T.D. Ford, Dept. of Geology, Leicester University, Leicester. 
Mrs. S. Riley, c/o The Mining Museum, Matlock I3ath1 Derby shire. 
G. Rose, 25 Ratcliffe Road, Sileby, Leicester. 

J. Pickin, 49 Hall Street, Alvaston, Derbyshire. 
D. Clucas, 70 Bennet Street, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
A. Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, Matlock, Derbyshire. 
L. Riley, c /o The Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 
D. Williams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Toad, Tideswell1 Derbys. 
J. Watson, 138 Ladywood Road, Kirk Ha11E.m1 Ilkeston, Derby shire. 

Please Note. Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers a SAE would be 
greatly appreciated if you require a reply to your letter. 

SOCIETY BULLETINS - A PROPOSED BOOKBINDING SERVI CE. 

Negotiations have been opened with a bookbinder, with a view to binding the Society 
Bulletins in volumes. 

The more requests that are received from members, the cheaper binding b ecomes . If the 
demand is small, the cost would be as much as £10, if moderate, the cost would reduce to about 
£5 per volume. 

Peter Na ylor is co-ordinating the scheme, so would members who have a genuine wish to 
partake of this offer, make contact with Peter, stating how many volumes he requires binding. 

If you have a complete set of Society Bu lletins, and not many have, you will have eight 
volumes. In such an instance, the total cost could be as little as £40.00, or as much as £8 0.00. 

In·view of the quality of the Bulletin, it's cost, and the scarcity of back numbers, the 
cost of blnding is not that great. 

A stamped addressed envelope will be apprec iated for a reply. When the numbers are known, 
a quotation will be obtained and those responding will be advised together with a specification. 

Write to Peter at:- Old Noah's Ark Inn, W irksworth Moor, Wirksworth1 Der bysh ire. DE4 4GS. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

I f  an 1 X1 appears in the following box you have NO'l' reno;,wed your BUbacription lor 

1983fil4. This will be the last publication that you will receive unless you forward your 
subscription to the Membership Secretary, Sue Riley, IMMEDIATELY. 

Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers, please enclose a 
SAE if a reply is required. 
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Society Dinner 

One hundred and sixteen members booked for the Society Dinner - appreciably more than 
last year - obviously proving the old French proverb t nothing succeeds like successt. 

Our sincere thanks must be extended to all who contributed to this success; the Proprietor 
of the Fishponds Hotel and staff - Paul Deakin for a most interesting and excellent selection 
of his slides depicting aspects of mining from near and far - and, of course, all the members 
and their wives, friends, etc who made the evening possible. 

Get out your diaries for 1984 and make an entry for Saturday, December 1st. 1984. 'rhe 
date of the next Society Dinner. See you all there? 

The Chairman's Letter 

Dear Membert 

It is a difficult task that faces a new chairman when he follows the high standards set 
by chairmen of such high calibre as those that have preceded me. I will1 however, do my utmost 
to carry forward the fine precedents that have been established and hope that I may leave 
something when I retire that will have bene.fited the society. 

We1 and as Harry Parker would say, not the 'Royal We1 1 but we members of this 
extraordinarily unique organisation, that has grown out of a small band of enthusiasts, to 
become the finest, if not also the largest society of it's kind in the country, have much to be 
proud of. 

We are 25 years old this Jear1 our silver anniversary. Your committee are working hard, 
through sub-committees, to arrange some events to commemorate this., These will be announced 
as they are arranged, and details will appear in your news-letters. Much effort is being put 
into these arrangements, and even more effort will be made by leaders of meetings, lecturers, 
organisers of the Groove Fest, etc. These people deserve your support, so please, take 
advantage of their arrangements. Come along and join us. If you are new to the society, or 
if you have not taken part in any events previously, make yourself known to one of the members 
of council. If you do not know a director, ask for one. There is always one at each meet, and 
I shall try to attend all the events of 1984, (I am the middle-aged male with the salt and 
pepper beard) I will be delighted to meet you and introduce you to other members. Also, I 
invite any member who has not met me before to make him;her self known. I cannot pretend to 
know all 500 of you, but I would like to know as many as possible. 

As you will be aware, we produce, under the expert direction of our editor, an outstanding 
bulletin. I know that there are numerous members, and I could name some, who have carried out 
explorations, surveys, research and the like. Perhaps the high standards set by contributors 
as Lynn Willies, Jim Rieuwerts and Roger Flindall are 'off putting•. Do not let this be the 
case. What the editor wants are your surveys, researches and articles. If your English is 
poor, we have writers who will lick it into shape; if you cannot draw, we have artists and 
draughtsmen; we can provide the skills, all we ask is that you provide the raw material. Your 
material is welcome, and the editor will be pleased to consider your· efforts for publication. 

Another plea that is heard fre�uently is a request for meet leaders and lecturers. 
Please come forward - we need you. You will be guaranteed an audience, and we need to learn 
from you and about your particular sphere of interest. Can you show us round your favourite 
piece of Derbyshire, or is it outside the county? If the latter, we would still like to hear 
from you. 

I agree with Mike Luff's comment at the 1983 A.G.M. when he reported that the best turnout 
of the year was for a slide and film show, and added that he hoped we were not becoming an 
indoor society. 

However, there is always space and time for indoor activites1especially for those members 
who are older or infirm. So if you would like to give us a talk, preferably illustrated, we 
look forward to hearing from you. The obviQlls venue would be the Pump Room at the Museum. 

Finally, your committee wants to know from you, the member, what events you would like 
to see arranged. Let a council member know, and if you do not know a council member, write to 
me direct at the address below. 

I look forward to seeing you at the events in our anniversary year of 1984. The editor, 
Dr. T.D. Ford; the organiser of the meetings, Mrs. Evelyn Dixon and Mrs. Sue Riley; the 
compilers of this news-letter, Iain Butler and Ady Pearce, look forward t_Q __ hearing from you 
also. Their addresses can be found elsewhere in this news-letter, the editor•s address is in the 
bulletin. 

Best wishes for 1984, 
Peter J. Naylor, Chairman, Old Noah's Ark Inn, Wirksworth Moor, 
Wirksworth1 Derbyshire. DE4 4GS. Tel: Wirksworth 2037. 
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25th. Anniversary Celebrations 

UNDERGROUND DINNIB AT TEMPLE MINE, MATLCCK BATH Saturday 28th April 1984. 

This is to CPlPbrate the anniversary of the inaugural mePting on 25th April 1959 when 
thP Society was first formed.Due to the venue, we will not insist on evening dress but we 
would like you to attend in 'period dress' circa 1959.If this is not possible,you will only 
be admitted if your boiler suit is scrupulously CJ,.l!:AN! 

The mine is lit by electricity,although dinner will be by candlPlight,but you can bring 
your own lighting if you wish.Please do not cause congestion by parking on the road outside 
the mine.There is ample space in the Temple Car !:'ark which is adjacent and free after 6pm. 
There will be a choice of menus viz. 

Soup. Soup. 

Pie and peas. Chilli concarne and roll. 

CelPbration cake. Celebration cake. 

Coffee. Coffee. 

After the dinner our Toastmistress (suitably dressed to please all: ) will lead us in 
the Loyal Toast and then circulate to encourage individual toasts.A prize will be awarded 
to the individual proposing the toast which attracts the worst bout of groans and catcalls. 

Following the dinner,we will congregate in one part of the mine for informal celebrations 
and awards will be presented to 4 individuals who have been nominated as qualifying in the 
last 25 years in respect of :-

The greatest feat of Bravery. 
The greatest feat of Ingenuity. 
The greatest feat of ferseverance. 
The greatest Cock-up. 

Nominations for these awards should be sent before the date to Adrian Pearce.They should 
state the person nomlnated,the place,the approximate date and full circumstances.Anonymous 

'nominations will be considered: 

TIMINGS 

?.JOpm Doors open - guests to find tables as booked. 

8.00pm Dinner will be served. 

9.)0pm Tables will be.cleared and guests will congregate for informal celebrations. 

9,45pm Fresentation of awards. 

*** TO CUT Da..JN ON Cct>TS AND ADMINISThATION YOU MUST BRING THE FOLLOWING WITH YOU *** 

Helmet. 
Flate and soup bowl. 
CuJl and/or glass. 
Cutlery. 
Your own wine/b�er/soft drinks,as preferred,to last the whole evening. 

BOOKIN GS 

Admission will be by ticket only and strictly limited to 100.Names will be checked at 
the door by our resident bouncers - if you transfer your ticket you must inform the organisers 
before the night . 

The diagram herewith shows the layout of the various tables which will be available.The 
price will vary on the facilities ( or lack of ) supplied e.g. the more 'exclusive' tables will 
get better attention from waiters and the gypsy violinist as welJ a:; rrn11erior scenery and 
table accessories 
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Telephone Adrian Pearce first to check on availability of seats (T. Derby 670721) and 
you can make a provisional booking at that time.You must then send a cheque/postal order 
made payable to 'Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd' for the full amount due and 
enclose the following information 

i) Name of each guest. 
ii) Menu preferred. 
iii ) Table letter and number(s). 
lv) Stamped addressed envelope for return of ticket. 

All bookings to be sent to 

A.Pearce 
)4,Madison Ave, 
Chaddesden, 
Derby DE2 6JA. 

Following a telephone booking, your places will be kept for· 14 days only. If your cheque 
and confirmation letter is not received by then,the places be available to others.Remember 
that numbers will be strictly limited to 100 so pick up the telephone and book NOW. 

TEMPLE MINE 

SEATING PLAN 

Each table has been given a letter and the numbers on the plan show 
the total capacity of that table and the seating arrangement. Cost 
per seat is as follows: 
Tables H,I & M 
Tables A,B,C,D,E,F,G,J, 

L,O &P 
Table N 
Table K 

£1.75 
£2.00 
£2.50 

entr-ance 

-0 
/:) 
0 
:r 
rn 
z 
)> 
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m 

DOSSERS ALLEY 

GALLERY 

0 

JACOBS 
LADDER 
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Meet ReP-orts 

FILM SHOfl Sunday Joth October. 

This novel event attracted many members and was professionally presented by Terry 
Worthington (organiser and presenter) and Andy Gillings (projectionist).Most of the films 
were hired from the NCB and ranged from the comical to the historical.Perhaps the most 
memorable was a long training film on the hightech apparatus used by the NCB viz. the Shovel! 
None of us can ever lift a shovel again without thinking where we had gone wrong - unless you 
flick with the Pioneer Method you are a failure!A well-appreciated meeting which we hope will 
be repeated. in the future. 

ECTON MINE Sunday 27th November. 

A packed car park revealed how popular this mine is with members,many of whom had 
trave lled from far away.We were,however,greeted upon arrival with the dreaded words "Sorry, 
haven't got the key" . The owner hadn't turne d up and we were stuck with a fait accompli.The 
poor embarrassed leader,Martin Weston,was stuck with the rotten job of explaining to members 
that their journey had been in vain. 

A suggested alternative of Dale Mine was quickly forgotten when it was discovered that 
entry would inv olve the use of sub-aqua gear.In the end,the party split into two groups.one 
going to Bincliffe Mines and the other to a mine in Matlock. 

ECTON MINE - Sunday, November 27th. 1983. 

I would like to express my apologies to the many people who turned up for the Ecto n 
Mine trip on Sunday, 27th. November. Due to circumstances beyond my control I was, unfortunately, 
unable to obtain the key to the mine. 

However, I am hoping to reorganise the trip (both Ecton and Clayton Mines) as soon as 
possible. Should people be especially interested I would suggest that they either send me a 
SAE, or, let me have their telephone numbers so that I may contact directly - thus saving undue 
delay between News-letters. I will also notify the Museum as soon as I know the trip is on -
they will be able to let members know, if they keep in touch. 

My address is: 'Lucerne', Hilderstone Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, 
or, phone me on (0782) 393074. 

Martin Weston. 

Please Note 

'EXPI.DSIVES' - A Lecture/Demonstration by Dr. Shaw of the Chemistry Department, Nottingham 
University. 

To be held on FRIDAY, APRIL 13th. 1984 Commencing at 8.00pm. 

Dr Shaw has agreed to give his lecture/demonstration for the Society. 

As previously stated, in the last News-letter, the lecture has to be held under controlled 
conditions, consequently the venue for this lecture will be the CHEMISTRY DEPARI'MENT MAIN 
LECTURE HALL at NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY. 

Admission is by ticket only - Price 5op 

Tickets may be obtained from: Adrian Pearce, Y. Madison Avenue, Chaddesden, Derby. 
Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham. 
Evelyn Dixon, c/o The Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, Derbys. 

Cheques, Postal Orders should be made payable to The Peak District Mines Historical Society 
and1 most important, a SAE included for return of your tickets. 

Any profit from this venue will go towards the expense of the 25th. Anniversary Groove 
Fest. 

TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM FEBRUARY 1984. 
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Book Reviews 

'Mines and Miners on Malham Moor• by Arthur Raistrick, Hon. D. Litt., Ph.D. 
Published by George Kelsall. Illustrated throughout and with full colour cover. Price £1.50. 

Malham, in the heartland of the Yorkshire Dales, is world famous for its dramatic, 
limestone scenery. What is less well known is its industrial past, traces of which are still 
to be seen high on Malham Moor, including the famous smelt mill chimney. 

In this fascinating new study, Dr. Raistrick reveals the hitherto untold story of the once 
prosperous calamine (zinc) mines and their connection with the Staffordshire braes industry, as 
well as the history of the nearby copper, lead and coal mines. 

As well as being one of the country's leading authorities on industrial archeaology, Dr. 
Raistrick is recognised as being the greatest scholar of the Yorkshire Dales. His study of 
the mining activity of the Malham area provides an important new dimension in our understanding 
of the evolution of the Dales landscape. 

The book is available from bookshops everywhere, or (£1.85 postage included) direct from 
George Kelsall, The Bookshop, 22 Church Street, Littleborough, Lancashire. 

Art and Culture in Mining. 
Two recent books have been acquired, for my personal collection, which are outstanding in 

this field. 
'Der Bergban in Der Kunst' - V.H. Winkelmann et al. 1958 (reprinted 1971). Published Verl.ag 
Gluckauf GMBH Essen. pp 474. 

This is a superbl;y thorough work in the german tradition with some hundreds of black and 
white, and colour, illustrations, which at a Deutchmark price equivalent to about £10 is quite 
excellent value. It is, of course, in german, but don't let this deter you. Many of the items 
illustrated are also displayed in the Art and Culture gallery at the Deutch Mining Museum, 
Bochum - Europe's best mining museum. Why not combine a visit there with one to Verl.ag Gluckauf 
a few minutes down the atobahn. 

The second is a translation from Japanese into English of Kodo Zuroku (c1801) by Masuda 
Tsuna. 

This 'Illustrated Book on the Smelting of Copper' , which includes mining and dressing as 
well as smelting is beautiflllly produced with an introductory essay, and translation of the 
original text. It has some fifteen colour plates in Japanese style of all processes used - each 
an absolute gem in its own right, and includes an illustration of pumping water in the Beshi Mine 
with 130 piston pumps handpowered, lifting water some 220 metres to adit. A variety of black 
and white plates show tools etc. used in processing. This is a delightful book, incredibl;y 
cheapl;y produced by the Burndy Library in Norwalk, Connecticut (1983), with 96 pages on antique 
paper, soft-back for about £10 (bought direct in doll.....rs). Order at the Museum. 
LW. 

Limeburning and the Amberley Chalk Yits F.Aldsworth. 
A history published by the West Sussex County Council in 1979 c onsisting of a 4u page 

softback publication with 44 photographs,diagrams and plans. 
The first part of the book deals with the uses and history of lime in general and it 

contain s some very useful se ctionalised drawings of the different types of limekiln.The next 
part deals with the quarrying of chalk and the final part gives a history of the development 
of the Chalk Pit s Museum.There is also a short history of the Pepper family who once owned 
the site of the Museum.This is a well-illustrated book with many historic phot ographs of 
chalk-getting,burning and transpprtation. It is certainly a worthy addition to our literature 
on the oft-forgotten lime p roducing industry. ; 

It costs £ 1-25 and can be obtained from the Planning Dept,County Hall,Tower St, 
Chicbester P019 lHL. 

Dr. I.Brown. 

Announcing a reprint of an important book first published in 1965 and unobtainable for many 
years. 
'A HISTORY OF LEAD MINING IN THE PENNINES', by Arthur Raistrick & Bernard Jennings. 
367 pages, cloth binding with dust cover. Limited to 500 copies. Price £15. 

This book presents a readable and authoratative account of nearl;y two thousand years of 
lead mining in three major areas: Derbyshire, West and North Yorkshire, and Alston Moor with 
the areas of Teesdale, Weardale and part of Northumberland. 

Order from: Davis Books Ltd., 140 Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne. Post free for 
cash with order. 
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Miscellany_ 

CAVING LADDERS - A RECAIJ.. 

The following letter has been received from D.N. Sweeting of Caving Ladders, 34 Aberdeen 
Road, Redland, Bristol • 

...... Some fi vesixteenth 'C' links have recent:cy snapped on pressure bonded ladders 
manufactured by Caving Ladders and distributed by Caving Supplies to caving shops. 

The normal mode of failure of a link on test is to straighten out without cracking or 
snapping at about 465 kg. It appears that the c'.1ain manufacturer has supplied a batch of chain 
which had some faulty links which did not show up in our regular sample testing or their own 
quality control checks. According:cy, we must change the links on all our ladders manufactured 
in 1982. The ladders concerned are date stamped with the letter T or Tr on the last rung. We 
must also include any ladders purchased during 1982/3 which have no date stamp letter, in case 
the date was omitted. The recall does not apply to any other products with fivesixteenth •c• 
links distributed by Caving Supplies since these use chain from a different manufacturer. 

If you are unable to personally return your ladders to Caving Ladders or Caving Supplies 
in order to have the links changed, please post them directly to Caving Ladders. Your postage 
will be refllnded. Ladders with replaced, proof loaded links will be stamped with a letter 'C'. 

I apologise for any inconvenience caused and would like to thank Phil Brown of Caving 
Supplies for the alacrity he has shown in collecting the information to make this recall 
possible •••• 

SOCIE1� LIBRARY. 

Mr. Edwin Walker of Eyam has presented the Society Library a number of valuable books, 
as follows: 

The Cornish Miner, A.J. Hamilton-Jenkin (1948) 
The Geology of the Derbyshire Coalfield, W. Gibson and C.B. Webb (1913) 
Lead and Zinc ores of Durham, Yorkshire and Derbyshire, R.G. Carruthers and Sir Aubrey Strahan. 
Lead, Silver-lead, and zinc ores of Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset, Henry Dewey (1921). 
Mines and Miners of Swaledale, A. Raistrick (1955). 
Semi-precious stones of Cornwall, G.F. Leechman. 
An Economic Geology Map of England and Wales, Edgar Norton. 
Roman Brough - Anavio, John Garstang. 
A Handbook to the Mineralogy of Cornwall and Devon, J.H. Collins (1871). 

The books are valuable additions to the library, and further, they also illustrate Hr. 

Walker's long standing interest in our subject. We are grateful. 

L.W. 

Mrs. F.G. Glossop too has donated a number of her late husbands collection of journals and 

offprints to the Society Library: these include a number of our own Bulletins, a sequence of 

Mercian Geologists, and articles by J.A. Robey (Drainage of the area between the Wye and Lathkill), 

N. Kirkham (Drainage of the Wirksworth Lead Mines) 1 C.C. !landford (Maps of the County of Derby), 

and D.H. Batchelor and H. Wardle (Sealing of the underwater breach into Levant 'l'in Hine, Cornwall). 

Also a copy of Fossil Plants of the Carboniferous Rocks of Great Britain by R. Crookhall. These 

too form a valuable contribution to the loan material held by the Library. 

L.W. 

GEOSAT 

The Geosat Committee is an American non-profit-making organisation dedicated to the 
improvement of satellite remote sensing for geological applications. (Their own descripti0n, 
not ours!) The Society is on Geosat•s circulation list, and two recently received items from 
them may be of interest to members. 

First:cy, they are carrying out a survey to determine which areas of the globe will be 
important for 'non-renewable resource exploration' over the next ten years - in other words, 
which part of the world do you want them to focus their satellite-borne cameras on? 

Second:cy, they are offering the fruits of past work in the fonn of a Calendar for 1984 
showing twelve different satellite or aerial photographs, including :&!rope, Africa, America, 
China, etc. Each picture is 20" square, and the Calendar costs 19.50 dollars, plus 9.00 dollars 
post and packing. 

Further details of either of these items, or of Geostats other published maps, please 
contact Andy Gillings. 

Andy Gillings. 

-8-



) 

) 

THE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

If your interest in history extends beyond the limits of Derbyshire lead mining, perhaps 
you should keep yourself informed about activities in the wider field by joining the Historical 
Association. Founded in 1906, the Association brings together people who share art interest in, 
and a love, for the past. Like many sub jects, history tends to divide into specialisms. The

_ 
Association spans these divisions, and offers members an opportunity to share and broaden their 
experience of the historical world. Its services include: 

'The Historian•, a recently-launched fully illustrated magazine for members. 
Journals, 'History' and 1'l'eaching History'. 
Publications: a range of over 150 titles, and an annual review of new books in 'The Annual 
Bulletin of Historical Literature•. 
Discounts on services provided by others - eg. 'History Today•, Sussex Tapes. 
Holidays, study and walking tours to places of historical interest. 
Regular meetings, lectures, and outin gs in over 80 places in the U.K. 
Conferences, including the Annual Spring Conference and regional and local conferences. 
The Summer Vacation School. 
A programme for tea chers, including a one-day national education conference, a special award
bearing scheme, and a schoolbook listing service. 
Activities for schools, including sixth form conferences and lectures, essay competitions. 

Membership is open to all. Subscription rate: £12.50 (£18.75 for married couple, £7.00 
for i;tudents.) 

For further information, please use the reply slip on the leaflet enclosed with this News
letter, or contact Christine Povall, The Historical Association, 59a Kennington Park Road, London 
SE11 4JH. Telephone 01-755 3901 (Answerphone service outside office hours.) 

POLARIS - The world's most no rtherly lead/zinc mine. 

The Polaris mine is situated on Little Cornwallis I sland - 620 miles north of the Artie 
Circle and 87 miles from the magnetic north. 

The mineral deposit, of some 22.5 million-to ns (14.1 percent zinc and 4.j percent lead), 
was discovered in 1960 by oil prospectors. 

When the Canadian mining company, Cominco, decided to develop the mine, the company was 
already the world's largest producer of lead. Polaris would make it also number one in zinc. 

As the rock was deep-frozen down to 1,150 feet and few minill8 companies had ever mined 
on a large scale in permafrost the risks and unknown factors were enormous. To complicate 
problems even further the North West Passage and the narrow straits lea ding to Little Cornwallis 
Island are only accessible for six weeks of the year. Consequently equipment, infrastructure, 
etc. could only be transported, by sea, during this short period - a 'miss' meant a wait of a 
further year. 

In order to save ti me and money, the ore crushing and flotation plant, along with workshops, 
laboratories, powerhouse, etc. were assembled on a huge barge, costing £20 million, and then 
towed nor th by two tugs and 'slotted in' on site. The hull of the barge becoming a storage tank 
for 2.4 million gallons of fuel oil - enough for a years operations. 

Naturally, at these latitudes, conditions at the mine are rela tively harsh with the 
temperature being at sub-zero for 90 percent of the year - the mine too, being in permafrost, 
must stay in deep freeze otherwise it would collapse. These conditions are reflected in the· 
wages paid - about 501000 dollars (£27,000) a year for a tradesman, with free board and lodging. 
No need to apply for a job there is a waiting list of 2,250 applications on file l 

Polaris is now producing 21020 tons of ore a day, which after crushing and flotation is 
yielding 76 percent lead and 58 percent zinc concentrates. 

RD. 

John �tott has not ified us of a re cent newspaper article concerning the underground 
canal s at w orsJey near Manchester.You may remember an earl ier article in the newsletter when 
it was proposed to open up these canals,used to transport coal out of the mines,to the public 
in the form of a museum. 

An inspe ction of the tunnels by the N.C.B. and Mines Inspectorate has revealed an 
ab undance of poisonous gases.mostly c ar bon dioxide,carbon monox ide and methane.There was no 
guarantee that any ventilation system would be adequate and it might force the gases in the 
direction of nearby properti es. As a result, it was felt that it would be too risky even to 
send men into the tunnels to open them up.Salford �ultural Services �ommittee have now 
abandoned the plans although they do intend to develop the surface area surrounding. 

Flood Fears at Crcrnford 
A recent report to West Derbyshire District Council's envi ronmental health committee 

stated that the walling of Cromford Sough was in a poor state of repair and a collapse could 
have catastrophic results.The fear is that extreme weather conditions,following such a 
collapse ,could cause a dangerous build up of water which could burst out of the sough and 
flood a number of properties in the area.It was estimated that work could be carried out on 
the walling, using sprayed concrete techniques,at a cost of £15,000 and this should be done 
during the 1984/85 financial year. 
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THE MINEftS WAY 

�ome of the more athletic amongst you may enjoy long distance walks or perhaps only a 
potter around mining sites.In celebration of our 25th year we have arranged a long distance 
walk called ''1'he Miners way' . 

This walk.starts at the Mining l"luseum in f'latlock �ath and finishes at Bradwell after 
passing through most of the mining areas in Derbyshire e.g. Via Gellia,�rassington,Bonsall, 
Winster,Millclose,loulgreave,Sheldon,Longstone Fdge,Eyam Fdge,Oxlow ttake,Castleton,etc.lt is 
surprising just how much of the countryside and mining sites in particular you miss by 
driving around LJerbyshire.This walk will take you through some beautiful scenery and to som� 
of the lesser known mines which you might not otherwise see. 

It is about 65 miles in length and is best done over 5 days,camping on the way.If this 
is not to your taste,there is nothing to stop you from doing the 5 legs separately over a 
few weekends.�·or the latter members,it is hoped to arrange several weekends later in the 
year when the walk will be done in stages with a guide. 

We have produced a booklet which describes the 5 stages in both wortls and with a map. 
A suitable dinner stop at a pub has ueen arranged each day and details are given of overnight 
campsites.ln addition,references are given for each mine to articles in the �ociety �ulletin. 
For those completing the walk,we have produced a special cloth badge and trust to members' 
honesty in doing the walk before sewing it on: 

To obtain the 'Miners Way' booklet and the cloth badge,send a cheque/postal order for 
£1-25 �payable to Peak District Mines Historical Society �tdJ to : 

Miss R.Watson, 
1)8,Ladywood Rd,Kirk Ha.llam,Ilkeston,Derbys. 

PLEASE ENCLC6E LARGE STAMPED ADDhESSED EfNELO.PE 

WELSH NarES BY SIMON HUGHJ!S 

Cwmsymlog Mine 
I became involved in a survey being undertaken by the Environmental Advisory Unit of 

Liverpool University for the Welsh Development Ag�ncy in 1977.In January 1978 I surveyed the 
ruins at the East Darren and Cwmsymlog Mines taking particular note of the Industrial 
Archaeology,Amenity Value,Mineralogical Value and the environment created by the mines.At the 
time it was obvious that there were parts of the East Darren site which were of no value or 
interest to anyone.This area was almost entirely jig tailings and huddle slimes that ran a 
couple of percent mixed base metal sulphides.The problem was further compounded in February 
1978 when a high wind,after a dry period,drove tons of these fines off the site and did some 
considerable damage to surrounding land.The residents complained bitterly to the local 
authority,in this case Ceredigion District Council,and several politically motivated 'camp 
followers' joined their ranks in bringing pressure to bear regarding rehabilitation of the 
site.At one stage this 'residents association' approached a local civil engineering firm for 
a quo�ation to flatten the whole site.Also at the same time Gogerddan �state became aware 
that it was liable for some of the expenses of the rehabilitation scheme and offered the 
whole of the mine site to any interested party for £100.Ceredigion District Council eventually 
purchased the site and they sought financial aid from the Land Reclamation Unit of the W.D.A. 
which they were eventually offered.Work was begun on the site in June/July 1981. • 

I visited the site during the reclamation and it was done throughout in a most professional 
manner.The fines to the north of the access road were levelled and covered with a layer of 
development rock from south of the road.Over this was then spread about 6 inches of soil 
which had underlain the development rock tip.Above and below the site,attention was paid to 
the installation of gullies so that surface run off of water was rapid and there was a 
minimum percolation through the fines.On completion of this phase,the area was seeded with a 
variety of grass known as 'Merlin',a metal-tolerant fescue bred from indigenous species found 
on abandoned sites throughqut the area.Two small features,however,were lost beneath this 
project.Both were small 'cut and cover' tunnels,one carrying a: flat rod beneath the road and 
the other a tailrace from a vanished wheelpit. 

The area around Taylor's Shaft,to the north of the road,was tidied up rather than being 
land$caped and a strong grid was fixed over the shaft.The bob �it for the shaft was bricked 
up at its mouth instead of being gated at the shaft as I had euggested,thus precluding any 
access whatsoever .'The pit is safe and undamaged though and it would have been far cheaper 
and easier for the.contractors to have bulldozed the feature rather than the course of action 
they did take. 

The result of the project can be summed up as having decreased the pollution in Nant 
Symlog and the hamlet of Cwm Symlog,it created some much nee<led local employment (albeit 
temporary ),it removed some of the bad feelings towards local mines and the associated 
political manouverings,improved the initial appearance of the site and destroyed very little 
of I.A. importance.In fact it has secured the future of Taylor's Shaft and totally stopped 
all the dumping that was taking place in it.The rest of the mine is in such an inoffensive 
condition that it is unlikely to attract the attention of the Water Authority,pistrict Council 
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or anyone who has the resources to undertake the landscaping of abandoned mine . sites.The 
chimney is still in a very bad state of repair and the uppermost 6 feet of the stack fell 
over some years ago . The old opencut by Skinners Shaft is almost full of cars and the majority 
of shafts at the eastern end of the valley (Blaencwm�ymlog) have been filled in many years 
ago by the Forestry Commission. The area around the quarry is now used as an agricultural 
machinery yard and does little to improve the appearance of the area. 

The main point is that the W .D . A .  and the District Councils are responsible and even 
conscientious bodies who would not risk the political scandal of destroying a site in this 
day and age.Their attitudes in the past may have been bad but I think that this is continually 
improving because of pressure from bodies such as the Welsh Mines Society and NAMHO.It is 
still the hill farmer, the scrapman ,the fly dumper and the individual who constitute the 
greatest threat to what is now generally accepted to be our heritage. 

Ystrad Einion Mine 
It was drawn to my notice during September 1983 that there were certain activities taking 

place at th� above mine and that a member of the Forestry Commission had been approached 
regarding the removal of the waterwheel,drawing machinery and pumping gear by a group of 
enthusiasts. Further research revealed that a group ,believed to be from ' d own South ' , intended 
to salvage the wheel for preservation in an unknown museum , the location of which was not 
specified. The F . C .  had been approached bec�use the group wished to gain access from the main 
Engine Shaft instead of the easier and more customary route of Mason ' s  Adit.The F . C. certainly 

control access to the shaft but the adit is located on land belonging to Dol Goch Farm. The 
mineral rights , howver, are leased to Aber Resourses Ltd by the Gogerddan Estate who are 
clients of mine and I act as their agent in Mid Wale s . The big difficulty is that neither 
the F . C .  nor Dol Gocb Farm are aware of the exact whereabouts of the wheel in relation to 
their common boundary . I  have informed the F . C .  that the wheel is in fact on Dol Goch property 
and that I act on behalf of the lessees of the mineral rights . I  am still awaiting the 
acknowledgement of this letter and a meeting on 2Jrd September . In the fortnight following 
the meeting it was observed that there was considerable activity at the mine site and I 
decided to inspect the wheel during the first week of October,finding it completely 

. undisturbed and intact but being photographed by a group of people from Merseyside . 
On behalf of my clients and in the name oi prr.servation , acess has now been severely 

restricted below the boundary of the F . C .  and Dol Goch . Access from the Engine Shaft to the 
waterwheel is considnrably more difficult - impossible with any pieces of the waterwheel . 

This now means that if the wheel is to be removed it will have to be done via Mason ' s  
Adit where activity is much more difficult t o  conceal than in the wooded area around the 
Engine Shaft .The manager of the Dol Goch Farm was not amused when he was informed of the 
intent to remove the wheel and told me to act "as I saw fitting" but he did not want the 
wheel removing. He does not want to restrict access . to the site and I am certain that Aber 
Resources Ltd can be persuaded to adopt a similar manner. 

However,if this group is adamant in its attitude to remove this wheel , further precautions 
to ensure its safety must be taken . This will involve severely restricting access via Mason ' s  
Adit , probably by damming back the water_in the adit to a swimming depth with access t o  the 
swimming portion by way of a 15 or 18" concrete pipe . If it wasn ' t  for preservationists we 
wouldn ' t  have to preserve the site in_ this drastic manner and use resources which should be 
used in gaining not restricting access. 

A VERY LATE ' BOOK REVIEW' . 

'ROMAN CRAFTS & INDUSTRIES' ,  by A .  McWhirr. Published in the Shire Archeaology Series by 

Shire Publications Ltd. Soft Covers, A5 size ,  64 pages including 16 text figures and 34 

photographs. Price £1.95. 
Thirtyfive pages are devoted to the extractive industries; the metals (gold, silver, lead, 

tin, copper and iron) , stone and • slate • ,  bricks, tiles and pottery. Other extractive industries 
are referred to in other chapters such as alum and salt with regards to leather manufacture and 
lime in glass. Mention is also made of the use of Kimmeridge shale for �ables ,  jet in jewellery 
as well as coal for fuel. 

This is a well written, well illustrated and most interesting book but it is not one for 
the more earnest enquirer since few references are given and there are many generalisations. 
The book describes briefly the gold mines at Dolcaucothi, the lead mines at Charterhouse and the 
iron mines at Lydney but�does not quote the sources of information. 

The author does admit that details of stone quarries are hard to come by because mineral 
apeas have continued to be worked since Roman times. This is precisely what has happened in 
metal mining areas and there are few diggings that can be dated with confidence as Roman. 

However, the book describes many artefacts and interesting remains which can be dated 
conclusively and these descriptions alone make the publication well worth having. 

(Shire Publications have also produced other low-cost handbooks of related interest 
including ' Discovering Lost Mines' ; ' Lead and Lead Mining' and the ' Collier' . 

Ivor Brown. 
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INDIA - (AGAIN! )  

The two samples of timber taken from the Zawar Mala Magra Mine at our visit last ( 1982) 
Christmas have now been carbon dated by the British Museum (See Willies ( 1982) Ancient Mining 
in the Vdaipur District of Rajasthan: Bull. PDMHS , vol.R No. 4 p262-8 ) .  

Zawar/LW/1982/1 - a launder 1920± 50 bp (before present) 
Zawar/LW/1982/2 - haulage apparatus 2120� 60 bp. 

Thus the mining for zinc there is undoubtedly the oldest known in the world, by some 1500 
yearsl 

A report on the metallurgy by Paul Craddock et al has appeared currently in the issue of 
World Archaeol�gy . Dr. Craddock is currently excavating the smelter site at Zawar, and a fUrther 
expedition this summer to examine the mines in more detail is anticipated but not yet confirmed. 
An account of the mines is due in a forthcoming issue of World Archaeology which is devoted to 
mining generally. 

:�.w. 

Zawar Mala Mine. 
Fiveset drift -· now used as emergency exit. 

Zawar Mala Magra Mine. 
Remains of haulage apparatus dated over 2000 years BP. 
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N AMHO Notes 

The Occupier ' s  Liability Bill (see last newsletter) is continuing its passage through 
Parliament . It is a Government Bill supported by the Oppos ition. and is expected to be on the 
Statute Book by Easter 1984. 

The planning application for an interpretative centre at Coniston Copper Mines has been 
refused although an appeal is likely. 

The previous report concerning underground access in the Caldbeck Fells was not strictly 
correct . The stipulation is that the re-opening of mine workings and commercial removal of 
minerals is not permitted. 

Access to Hilton Mine is still closed. The M . O . D .  has taken this stance following 
re-alignment of the artillery ranges and advice from conservation groups that pressure on 
the site has been too great . Negotiations are still continuing. 

Following the recent fatality in Smallcleugh Mine and the resultant local feelings, 
members are requested not to go in this mine for the time being and to keep a general low 
profile when in the area. 

NAMHO are preparing a publicity leaflet , explaining its aims ,for distribution to any 
authority or organisation with which we may need to negotiate on behalf of our members . If 
you know of any such body , let your representative (A. Pearce) know in case we have left them 
off our mailing list . 

Following negotiat ions between NAMHO and the Forestry Commission in North Wale s , s ome 
progress has been made �ith regard to access. The big stumbling block is still Occupier ' s  
Liability but it is hoped that the new Act will resolve this.This being so ,the F . C .  would 
cons ider a permit scheme for exploring mines on its property. In addition, they are considering 
the division of mines into 2 groups . One would be easily accessible ' safe ' mines with low 
specialist interest , t o  which access would be fairly freely given .The other would be for 
'dangerous ' or special interest mines which would have strictly controlled access for 
special projects only . In the meant ime , please do not jeopardise negotiations by exploring 
mines on F . C .  land . 

Great concern is felt over the current trend for disused mines to be used by outdoor 
pursuits centres , schools , etc for ' character building' trips . The dangers in a mine are much 
greater than in caves and not always apparent t o  those with little experience thereof.As a 
result , NAMHO are drawing up a code of practice for mine exploration which will go into 
greater �et�il over the dangers which can be faced than that given in codes of practice 
as shown in books such as ' Caves of Derbyshire ' . It will also point out the problems of 
conservation from both a historical and natural history standpoint . It is intended that such 
a code can be c irculated t o  any organisation taking novices underground in mines. 

The biennual NAMHO Field Meeting will be hosted by the Welsh Mines Society. Further 
details will be given nearer the date but it will take place in Snowdonia during the weekend 
of 19-2oth May 19&'+. 

Following the national agreement with the Forestry Commission,A. Pearce recently met with 
the local representative concerning preservation of sites in Derbyshire.We are preparing 
maps showing the relevant sites of interest to us and the F . C ,  have undertaken to consult 
with us before any ' landscaping' operations. The main areas concerned are around Gregory Mine 
at Ashover and the forest between Black Rocks, Cromford and Whatstandwell. 
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Mining History - Liaison with Natural History Interests 

Both underground and surface mining sites may well be of importance not only to mining 
historians but also to natural historians , wildlife conservationists , geologists and others . 

Certain sites may be scheduled under one Act or another as Sites of S
J

ecial Scientific 
Interest , Local Nature Reserves , National Nature Reserve s , etc (SSS I , LNR,NNR ; others may well 
be designated nature reserves (though without statutory status� by bodies such as the County 
Trusts for Nature Conservation through ownership, lease or management agreements with the 
landowners . 

As was apparent recently in the case of Hilton Mine,naturalists' interests in mine sites 
extend to far more than possible subterranean sites for hibernating bat s . Mine and quarry 
surf�ce habitats have much ih common with those found on colonised industrial calcareous 
wastes (e . g .  Solvey and Leblanc lime wastes in Cheshire and Lancashire ) , and it has been 
reported that certain orchids on zinc-rich spoil heaps in Northumberland probably come from 
seed from plants in the Chiltern s . For reasons such as these , heavy metal-contaminated mine 
areas are being intensively studied and are of cons iderable biological importance. 

Members may find the following notes helpful for getting in touch with appropriate 
authorities or for discovering which mine sites are of importance to others and why. 

GEOLOGY 
The Statutory body is the Geology & Physiography Section of the Nature Conservancy 

Council ; the Section has a very small staff at two addresses in Newbury - the main office is : 

Geology & Physiography Section NCC 
Foxhold House 
Thornford hd, 
Crookham Common 
NEWBURY 
Berlcs l!Gl5 8EL. 

. The Section publishes Earth Science Conservation several times a �ear and distributes it 
widely without charge ,back issues are also available (about 20 issues) is postage is paid. 
This newsletter contains up-to-date information on sites , access, scheduling, conservation 
measure s , etc e . g. access to Scordale in ESC 20,pp. 14-15 (February 198J).  

The other office of the NCC GPS i s  the Geological Conservation Review Unit : 

Geological Conservation Review Unit NCC 
Pearl House 
Bartholomew St 
NEWBURY 
Berlcs RG14 51S . 

This Unit is working on the production of the Geological Conservation Review for which 
no publication date has yet been announced. The Review will present basic data , literature 
references , etc for the most important scheduled geological conservat ion sites throughout the 
country - but not all SSSI ' s .  

The main national authority on geology is of course the Institute of Geological Sciences 
with London and area offices : 

Institute of Geological Sciences 
Geological Museum 
Exhibition Rd 
LONDON SW?. 

The non-statutory national body of most interest to mining historians is likely to be 
the Geologists Association which has a large membership of both amateurs and professionals 
and conducts nu�erous field excursion s . Its Proceedings from circa 1858 onwards contain many 
detailed descriptions of mine localities and it also issues a series of brief guides to 
geological excursions in selected and 'classic' areas : 

Geological Association 
c/o Geologists Society of London 
Burlington House 
Picadilly 
LONDON Wl V OJU . 
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It also publishes a leaflet on geological conservation.The Geological Society at the 
same address is the rather more high-powered national and international body and caters 
almost exclusively for professional geologists , although its earlier Transactions circa 1807 
onwards and Quarterly Journal contain much valuable local U . K. data. 

NATURAL HISTCitY AND BIOLOGY 

The former Nature Conservancy has now been split into a research body ,the Inst itute of 
Terrestrial Ecology,and a reserve assessment and management body,the Nature Conservancy 
Council . It is the NCC that monitors SSS I ' s ,LNR ' s  and NNR ' s  through a network of area offices : 

Nature Conservancy Council 
19,Belgrave Square 
lONDON Wl.  

Institute of Terrestrial Ecology 
Monks Wood Experimental Station 
Abbots Ripton 
HUNTINGDON 
r.ii.mbs. 

NCC recently completed a massive survey of the most important U . K .  wildlife conservation 
habitats from amongst the scheduled SSSI ' s , LNB: ' s  and NNR ' s . This is published in two volumes 
(about £70 for the pair! )  on behalf of NCC by Cambridge University Press v i z .  

A Nature Conservat ion Review Edited by D . A . Ratcliffe . 
Published 1977 by C . U . P . ; xvi + 401 pps,viii + )20 pps. 

Volume I is mainly a discussion of ecological aspects and selection of the sites.V olume II 
contains detailed descriptions of 7J5 'key site s '  throughout the U . K .  - Appleby Fells ( i . e .  
Scordale , etc) , a  Grade 1 site, is on p . 256. 

Outside the statutory framework , nature conservation in the U . K .  is coordinated largely 
by the Royal Society for Nature Conservation 

Royal Society for Nature Conservation 
The Green 
Nett le ham 
LINCOLN LN2 2Nh. 

The RSNC coordinates the work of the several county�trusts for nature conservation -
every county in the U . K .  is now covered by its own county trust or by a trust dealing with 
two or more counties. The RSNC can supply a list of addresses for these trusts.It has also 
published a book con�aining details , locations ,descriptions and access arrangements for 
selected nature reserves owned , leased or managed by individual trusts viz. 

A Nature Reserves Handbook 
Published 1982 by RSNC ; 176pps. 

Edited by A . E . Smith. 

If anybody has any difficulty in getting access to the above organisations or any of the 
publications , contact the following : 

Paul Sowan 
96a,Brighton Rd, 
SOUTH CROYDON 
Surrey CR2 6AD. 

Paul will undertake to search for information on particular sites and provide photocopies 
of relevant informat ion.Please remember to enclose a Stamped Addressed Envelope and a couple 
of stamps t o  cover costs. 
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NEWS FROM THE AIA (Association for Industrial Archeaology) 

' Industrial Archaeology as a Learning Resource '  

The AIA are organising a weekend conference with the above title, t o  be held o n  April 28th-
29th. 1984, at Lymington. Subjects include - 1An Approach to the Use of IA in Education' , 
'Exemplars - from Teachers who have used IA1 , and, ' Industrial Museums as a Resource for 
Teachers• .  Work groups will visit Eling Tide Mill and a local working farm. 

For further details, contact Andy Gillings, or write to the conference organiser, Dr. Edwin 
Course, Dept. of Adult Education, The University, Southampton, Hants,S09 5NH. 

CHRISTMAS IDOK SHELF. 

The AIA publish a regular book review, and their latest list includes the following titles:, 

' Lead Mining in the Peak District' - Drs. T.D. Ford & J .  Rieuwerts. Needs no further introduction, 
and it is good to see people outside PDMHS being encouraged to buy it! 

' Lead and Lead Mining' - Lynn Willies, Shire Album 85,  Shire Publications Ltd. , 96 pence. Again, 
what more need we add? 

1 The Greenhaw Lead Mining Field, an Historical Survey ' - J.M. Dickinson & M.C. Gill, Northern 
Mines ·Research Society, £3.50. Volume 21 of the ' British Mining' series. 

'A Guide to the Transport Museums of Great Britain' - Jude Garvey, Pelham Books, 1982, £9.95. 
A wide-ranging, but unfortunately not comprehensive, description of transport museums up and 
down Great Britain. A pity so many collections are completely omitted, in view of the price of 
the book. 

' The National Trust Guide to our Industrial Past' - Anthony Burton, George Philip, 1983, £12.50. 
A ' glossy' guide to make IA respectable, rather than an in depth study for the enthusiastic 
Industrial Archeaologist. 

' Henry Cort; the Great Finer, Creator of Puddled Iron' - R.A. Mott, edited by Peter Singer, The 
Metals Society, 1983, £12.00. Essentail reading for anyone interested in the �istory of 
metallurgy. 

' Iron Working' - W.K.V. Gale, Shire Album 641 198 1 ,  95 pence. Another ' Shire' booklet, this time 
by the leading historian of the iron industry. 

1 Navvyman' - Dick Sullivan, Coracle Books, 1983, £5.75 (paperback) .  A history of the labouring 
tradition that started with the Bridgewater Canal in 1760, and continued up to the Second World 
War. 

' Videotaping Local History• - Brad Jolly , American Association for State and Local History. 
The success of the Society ' s  film show last October brought forth the suggestion that we should 
videotape mining sites, and then let members enjoy seeing t 1 owd man ' s  handiwork without all the 
hassle of getting cold, wet and dirty. Perhaps this i s  the handbook we need! 

These are just a few of more than forty titles reviewed by the AIA - for further details, 
contact Andy Gillings. 

AIA Abstracting Service. 

As well as reviewing books, the AIA are introducing an Abstracting Service to collect 
together any references to Industrial Archeaology in news-papers, magazines, periodicals, etc. 
If you come across such items, make a few brief notes about them and whe�e they came from, and 
pass on to John Powell at the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Library. John can also supply standard 
Abstracting forms which will make the job even easier. 

Andy Gillingo. 

ALPORT MINING COMPANY SMELTER. 

Officers of the Peak Park ' s  Management Committee have recently agreed to consider a 
suggestion, put forward by Youlgreave ' s  Councillor Norman Wilson, that the smelter of the 
Alpert Mining Company should be included in the Conservation Area and preserved. 

MATERIAL FOR THE APRIL EDITION OF 'l'HE NEWS-LETrER. 

The 1 dead-line1 for material to be included in the next edition of the News-letter, due 
for publication the first week of April 1984, is MARCH 9th. 1984. 

Copy, articles, photographs, etc,  etc, should be sent to either: 

Adrian Pearce ,  34 Madison Avenue, Chaddesden, Derby. Tel: Derby 670721 

or 

Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham. Tel: Sandiacre 398069 
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