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NEWS-LETTER No. 31 

The Chairman's Letter 

Dear Members, 

I am often rendered speechless by the achievements of this society. I mention, elsewhere, 
Lynn Willies1s achievements as the P.S.G. Convenor; the unblocking of lfagpie Sough; the raising 
of the Wills Founder engine; the creation of the museuo, and lesser but equally important acts 
of exploration, preservation, publication, etc. 

A few months ago it was <mggested that as part of our Silver Jubilee Celebrations, sixty 
members and friends should sit down to a three course meal in Temple Nine. My reaction was 
predictable, 1You1re Crazy•. I should have known better, for it· was arranged, and it worked, and 
not sixty but eighty-five people sat down to a very adequate meal. I was asked to arrive fifteen 
minutes late� littie realising that a special reception had been arranged for my wife and I. We 
were serenaded by a female duo (Violin and Guitar) and assailed by the press. My thanks to all 
who made t�1is a memorable evening, especially Adrian Pearce for the organisation, and Terry 
Worthington as 'chef de partie1; and all the others who waitered, cooked, set up, cleared up, etc. 

I have oi"ten said that the entreprenerial spirit of the 1old man' was a thing of the past. 
The faith that supported the drivint:; of a sough, at considerable cost, over r:iany years, in the 
belief that it would repay itself. I am wrong, for we have two members at least who have this same 
faith and who are willine; to put it to the test. 

One of these is the Rev. ·:rom Hodgson. He appeared on a recent T.V. progranl!le dedicated 
to his work with the poor and the disabled. Ile comr.iits himself to a course of action, without 
finance or the promise of help, but the help and money arrive. Rememoer those remarkable field 
meetingn that Tom led at Matlock !:lath and Dudley? I commend his 1·rnrk to you, he is a wonderful 
and remarkable man. 

The other member I had in mind is Andrew Pugh. He has invested his faith and a lot of 
money in the now famous cable car at Eatlock Bath. The spirit of the t i owd l:JOugher is still ali vel 

One recent event which 
demonstro.tion on explosives at 
at hio craft. Whan the expert 

cntnralled 
Nottingham 
is a world 

acquires a now dimension. Thanks arc due 
over 240 people, :�laG not all members. 

those >·.'ho attended was Dr. B.D. Shaw's lecture and 
University. It is always a pleasure to watch an expert 
authority on explosives, anci aged eir,hty-six, a 'lecture' 
to Iain Butler for arranging this lecture which attracted 

My gratitude also to Harry Parker for his pictorial and nostalgic look at the affairs of 
the society over the past 25 years. !Iow very young some of you appeared, but 25 yeo..rs is a long 
tine. Harx·yv s show was delivered with his usual panache and profesGionaliGm. I cannot remember 
an event or happenine; when Harry wasn't present, recording with his magic camera and atte::iding 
the injured 1:1i th his usual expertise. 'l'hank you Harry. 

Here's looking to more exciting and rewarding events in the future and in saying this the 
'Groove Fest• is only a week away! 

Sincerely, Peter Naylor, Chairman. 

Apology 
COALJi'IEIJJ NOR'l'H VISI'l' - 2nd. June 1984. 

My apologies for the last minute cancellation of this visit. 

This was entirely due to reasons beyond ny control, and I could not find an alternative 
accessible venue for a substitute. 

'rhank you, to those who turned up, for your patience and understanding. 

Peter Naylor. 



PRESERVATION STUDY GROUP CONVENOR. 

It is difficult to write about the achievements of a member without making it sound like 
an obituary. 

Lynn Willies has been a member of the society for many years, of late, an honorary member. 
For much of this time Lynn has been our Preservation Study Group Convenor, taking over from Jim 
Rieuwerts. It is interesting to note that both are now in possession of a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree. 

Lynn has been responsible for the rescue on many sites from certain destruction and 
consequent loss. His achievements are numerous, but mention must be made of the Magpie Mine site, 
completely preserved as an act of rescue archaeology, the unblocking of Magpie Sough, an undertaking 
which required skill and courage, Stonedge Chimney, and his greatest monument, the Museum at Matlock 
Bath, where in the face of numerous difficulties and set-backs, he created an impressive ·and 
monumental interpretation of our favourite subject. 

We thank you Lynn, for your energy and enormous interlect which has made all this possible, 
and which has earned you the promotion that has caused you to resign this post. 

What of the future? This office, within the society, is an importa!ft one and it MUST be 
fitted, for if we cannot preserve the heritage that we stand for we have lost our way. 

Is there a memijer who will take this on? I realise that to follow in Lynn's footsteps is 
daunting. But we do need someone; and we seek a volunteer. Such a person will have the full 
support of the committee, and as much help from Lynn as time permits. 

The convenor is also co-opted onto the committee. 

If you, or anyone you know, is willing to take this on please write to me, I will respond 
by return of post to arrange an informal meeting. 

Peter Naylor, Old Noah's Ark Inn, Wirksworth Moor, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 

MINES ACCESS. 

Most members of the Society will be aware of the ever-present conflict between 'access' 
and 'preservation' at mines and caves. On the one hand, there are those who see mines and caves 
as a leisure resource that should be freely available to all: others, aware of the damage caused 
by hordes of cavers invading the popular sites, would like to seal up the entrances and throw the 
key away. Articles and comments in the Derbyshire Caving Association's News-letter shows just 
how heated the arguments can be, and there is no doubt they will continue for years to come 

.
• 

One has to respect the wishes of the mine owner and the owner or farmer of the land under 
which the mine or cave lies. They will be concerned with the damage to the surface environment -
crops, livestock, gates, fences, etc.,.and will be worried about legal liabilities in the event 
of any accidents befalling a visiting caver. Over the years, numerous access agreements have been 
reached with farmers, landowners and mineowners, sometimes as a result of negotiations by 
individuals, sometimes through negotiations by societies such as PDMHS. 

A new Act of Parliament, the 'Occupiers Liability Act, 19831, became law on May 14th. 1984, 
and this considerably eases the problems of negotiations. The Health and Safety at Work Act and 
other legislation has meant in the past that any landowner or occupier was liable for any injuries 
sustained by a visitor to his land. For example, if a caver got hurt, he ·could sue the landowner 
for his injuries, even if it was no fault of the landowner. Not unnaturally, landowners have, 
ther efore, sought to limit their liabilities by keeping all cavers off their land. The effect of 
the new Act is to permit the visitor to sign an indemnity that exonerates the landowner (or other 
occupier) from his liabilities. 

The exact format and wording of this indemnity is being discussed by representatives of 
NAMHO (National Association of Mining History Organisations), and we will publish further details 
in future News-letters. 

Notwithstanding the passing of the Occupiers' Liability Act, negotiations with farmers, 
landowners, and mineowners have always been - and always will be - delicate, to say the least. 
Months and years of very patient discussions on an agreement, persuading an occupier that cavers 
(including all explorers of the underground world) are responsible people who can be trusted, can 
be thrown away by the action of one thoughtless person. 

Therefore, before visiting any mine or cave, find out what the arrangements are for access, 
and stick to those arrangements. If access is prohibited, please respect it, rather than prejudice 
future negotiations. If in doubt as to who owns a particular hole, ASK! Ask local inhabitants, 
members of PDMHS and other societies involved in mining or caving, or look in the various guide 
books, bulletin articles and news-letter items. Don't wait to get caught by an irate farmer! 
And, please, be polite and be honest when explaining who you are or who you represent: don1t use 
the Society's name if you are not.representing the Society but merely making a private visit. 
If you wish to make a trip an official Society event, please contact the Secretary first: 
permission to use the Society name is rarely refused for a bona fide meeting, and indeed, 
the more field meets the better. 

Andy Gillings, Hon. Secretar:;. 
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Society Dinner - A.G.M. 
The Annual General Meeting' of the Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd. will be held 

in the 'Pump Room1 of the Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, on Saturday December 1st. 1984. 

SOCIETY DINNER. 
The Society Dinner will be held at The Fishponds Hotel (opposite the Museum and Car Parks) 

Matlock Bath following the Annual General Meeting. 

Please assemble in the Bar (NOT at the top of the stairs as this causes inconvenience to the 
Hotel Staff) of the Fishponds Hotel at 6.45pm. for Dinner at 7.oopm. 

Prawn Cocktail 

Soup of the Day 

Turkey, Stuffing, etc. 
Chef's selection of Vegetables 

Dutch Apple Pie with Cream 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Coffee 

PRICE: £6.85 (Wine is not included in the price) 

GUEST SPEAKER: To be arranged. 

Please note: We have requested the same seating arrangement as last year, ie individual tables 
each seating eight. If you arrange a party of eight we will reserve a table for you and your party. 
This will ONLY apply to a party of eight - no less. If you wish to avail yourself of this service 
please contact Evelyn Dixon at the Museum well before the Dinner date. 

LATE BOOKINGS: No Dinner Bookings will be accepted, under any circumstances, after 12.00am on 
Thursday, November 29th. 1984. 

New Members 

Once again we have to apologise to all new members who have applied to join the society 
since the publication of the last News-letter. 

We did not receive the necessary copy for insertion in this edition - this will be 
rectified in the October edition. 

VANDALISM TO SHAFT CAPS. 

During the last five years Derbyshire County Council and other organisations such as. 
ourselves have capped some 2000 old lead mining shafts, in order to improve public safety. 
This has throughout been done in close consultation with local caving and mining history· 
organisations, and in most cases in such a way as to allow access for exploration. 

Generally capping has been done with concrete (ex railway),sleepers, or with a steel 
grid, or in a few cases with concrete rings with a mesh ipsert. It is a relatively simple 
matter to lift off the cap for access. Indeed the County Council have made the materials 
available free to caving or mining societies, which in many cases has allowed them to gain 
approval for access from landowners as a quid pro quo for actually placing them over the shaft. 
In all it has been a highly beneficial policy for all concerned. 

Recently, however, there have been several instances of thoughtless (?) behaviour which 
threatens to destroy a great deal of goodwill: covers have been tipped down shafts, sleepers 
have not been properly replaced, and recently a steel grid has had a large hole cut in it -
this last for no purpose whatsoever, since the grid was made to lift up. The safety and legal 
implications of this need little imagination. 

We are fortunate in Derbyshire to have access with the consent of landowners to many 
hundreds o f  mines and caves. May we ask cavers and mine explorers everywhere' to take utmost 
care to replace shaft caps carefully, and to conserve our current excellent relationships. 
And please spread the word to others who may not read the usual publications. 

Lynn Willies. 
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Obituary 

Eric Richardson of Nenthead, Cumbria has died at the 
age of 75. He suffered a stroke in the early hours 
of Monday, 11th. June 1984 and died in Alston Cottage 
Hospital in the early hours of Wednesday, 13th. June. 

Eric, a member of the society, was known all over the 
world as an authority on the mines and minerals of 
the Alston Moor field and had been a guide and mentor 
to many mining enthusiasts who visited the area. 

His name will be particularly linked with the Smallcleugh 
mine on which, with others, he held the leases for a 
number of years and was always willing to allow 
enthusiasts to explore at will. Or, if preferred, to 
act as guide generously sharing his detailed knowledge -
all quite free of charge. 

He had a varied career working as a miner in the mines 
of Alston Moor, Teesdale and the Lake District and later 
as washing master at various treatment plants. Towards 

� the end of his working life he was works engineer at 
Alston foundry. 

An early retirement due to injury set him off on his . 
last and certainly favourite career - that of passing 
on his great knowledge of the mining history and 

, mineralogy of the area. It is a proven fact that the 
world beat a path to his door and almost any day could 
find a geologist from Europe or university professor 
from the American continent being entertained and 
invariably informed. 

His splendid mineral collection was envy of all, although 
he modestly claimed 'not to have a great interest' this 
statement was patently contradicted by its variety and 
quality. 

Now he is gone, Nenthead has lost a remarkable son. We 
have lost a very good friend and a tangible and 
invaluable link with the past. Those of us who knew him 
and particularly those who were privileged to call him 
friend will miss him sorely. The mould has been broken 

Eric Richardson, deceased. Photo: Harry Parker and we are all the poorer. 

Harry Parker. 

Society Meeting� 

. Abseiling / Ladder Climbing / Ropework Sunday 15th July Leader John Poulter. 

Meet at Millers Dale station (G.R. SK/1357)4) from 10.JOam onwards.Bring packed lunch 
plus helmet and belay belt if you have one.If you come late,walk up the disused railway 
track towards Buxton and you will find us at the first bridge. 

All the equipment and training will be provided by John and the Ed.ale Mountain Rescue 
Team.We will be using a )Oft cliff face for beginners and the 75ft railway viaduct for the 
more adventurous. 

Underground Photography Sunday 19th August Leader Paul Deakin. 

Meet in the Pumproom of the Mining Museum at 10.JO am.Paul will give a talk on the 
techniques of taking photos underground and will give a number of useful tips for operating 
in those low,wet,nai,ty places .This will be followed by a trip underground to practice some 
of your new-found knowledge. 

Bring undergro1J!.K� gear and yoµr cp.mera if you vrish to join in the afternoon session. 
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Lathkill Dale Sunday 23rd September Leader Jim Rieuwerts. 

Meet at Over Haddon Car Park (G.R. SK/203665) at 10.JOam.Jim will lead a tour of the 
surface remains and explain their history in detail.This is a repeat of a field trip first 
held in 1959.Bring packed lunch,stout walking gear and waterproofs. 

Abseiling, etc Sunday ?th October Leader John Poulter. 

This is a repeat of the event held on 15th July and the' same time,etc applies.It is a 
chance for those who missed the first one and for those who want to have another go. 

Meet ReQorts 

P.D.M.H.S. through 25 years z8th April. Harry Parker. 

A packed pump room was royally entertained by Harry in his usual style.Harry has the 
most comprehensive collection of photos of society events over the years and these were 
dragged from his files for our delight.We saw again most of the Society projects both large 
and small together with a rogues' gallery of Society characters. 

Harry has also put together a static display of black & white photos which is currently 
on display in the museum. 

Underground Dinner 28th April 1984 

Despite the somewhat damp conditions in certain parts of Temple Mine, this was a :i..opular 
event and the minE: seemed crowded with tables,diners and rushing waiters.We were pleased to 
see some brave souls appear in 'fancy' dress and the Chairman,Peter Naylor,sat down to a 
fancy table after booki1'1g the 'Lovers' Nook' which was bedecked with hearts,etc. 

Des pit·� some misgivings before the event, the administration w.ent like clockwork and the 
food was rushed from Terry's Kitchen in the Museum tc the tables without getting cold.The 
cake was a masterpiece and it was a shame to eat it. During the meal the diners were t1:eated 
(or is it subjeeted:) to background rock and roll music and the more personalised touch of 
our violinist and guitari:o,t who serer:aded every table. 

Following the meal,awards were presented to the following: 

Pam Diamond - Greatest Feat of Bravery (helmet with a halo) - for )•.itCng up with Lyn Willies 
for so long as museum curator. 

Harry Parker - Greatest Feat of Ingenuity (helmet with built-in flash bulb) - for having the 
perfect excuse to make other members stand in uncomfortable positions underground while 
he stayed dry. 

Dave Warriner & Norman Birkett - Greatest Feat of Perseverance (helmet with built-in brick 
to beat head against) - for such dedicated work in thP opening and curveying of Youd's 
LPvel. 

Terry Worthington - Greatest Cock-Up (helmet built back to front and inside out) - for 
leaving his landrover in a garage that burnt down. 

The success of this event could never have been possible without the help of many 
members who laboured to rig the mine out and clear it up afterwards.As well as these,special 
mention must be made of the following : 
Chefs : Terry Worthington and Linda Gourlay. 
Food Carriers and Washers Up : John Watson and Valerie Taylor. 
Waiters : Steve Pearce,John Poulter,John Simpson,Mick Straw and Wes Taylor. 
Musicians : Helen Cann and Rachel Watson and Tony Lewis. 

Finally,thanks to all the members and guests who attended this unique event. 

Adrian Pearce. 
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Meet ReQorts 

Silver Groovefest 26th. - 28th. May. 

Despite some atrocious weather we were lucky that at least the rain held off on the 
Saturday. Some 100 members turned up at Magpie Mine and most took part in the various activities 
that were offered. The highlight of the 'Magpie Games' was the tub pulling competition where 
4 teams were put forward after a lot of 1shanghaing1 

Winners of the special Silver Groovefest Medals, which had again been struck by the Crich 
Crowd, were: 

Tub Pulling Team: Dave Warriner, Norman Birkett, Mike Luff, Don Cambridge, John Peel, Andy Gillings. 
Greasy Pole: Mike Luff. 
Greasy Pole (Juniors): Helen Benison, Margaret Luff, Rachel Peel. 
Skittles: Norman Birkett, Jane Rose, Daniel Rose. 
Welly Wanging: Brian Miller. 
Apple Ducking: Ian Clucas. 
Fancy Dress: Geoff Rose, John Wilmot. 
�ar Rally: Chris Bull. 

Following the galllf!s, the bonfire was lit and we sat down to eat the Sheep Roast and be 
entertained by an excellent folk duo. Thanks go to the Crich Crowd for organising the folk duo 
and providing refreshments during.the whole day. The Magpie Lads for organising the bonfire, 
lighting and loos. The Mouldridge Team for setting up the activities. Alan Mutter and Keith 
Gregory for their expertise in Roasting the Sheep. Finally a big thankyou to all members who 
turned up to make it a reasonably successful day. 

Most of the underground trips on Sunday and Monday were well attended despite the rain 
and the whole event seemed to be a success. 

Book Reviews 

The Lead Miners of the Northern Pennines in the 18th. and 19th. centuries. 
Hunt, C.J. 1984 (reprint of the 1970 edition). Published by Davis and Kelsalll, Newcastle. 
pp 282 plus ix. Price £15.00. 

Following hard on their reprint of Raistrick and Jennings, this reprint is if anything even 
more welcome, since it was not widely advertised at the time of publication. Although social 

. histories of coal mining are relatively common, with the exception of the valuable but now somewhat 
dated Hamilton Jenkin's Cornish Miner, metal mining has not been well treated. 

Hunt's book tackles the problem very successfully indeed, examining systematically the 
economic and social life of the miners and related tr&des such as washers, smelters and carriers, 
taking us through their work, the bargain system, their earnings, and occasional disputes. Their 
settlements, food supply, health, and religious, educational and social life are all considered -
indeed all the questions we get put to us when the technological aspects of mining have been 
described. As the title makes clear the book limits itself to the northern area only, but in 
reading it we can get considerable insight into mining in other areas, and the variations which 
occu��d. Do we for instance have the transition to tight managerial contra! of the miners' entire 
envhonment in the Peak which is described here.for the north? If not, why not. 

Above all, however, this book is the clearest account of mining and miners I have read. It 
is a limited edition again of 500, so buy it whilst you may - at the Museum of course. And 
congratulations again to the pu blishers - we all stand to gain if they are successful in this 
difficult market. 

Lynn Willies. 

Collieries of Western Gwent by J.Cornwell.Published by D.Brown & Sons Ltd,Eastgate,Cowbridge, 
Glamorgan,1981.Price £5.50 hardback (postage extra ). 

John Cornwell is the only freelance coal mining photographer in Britain. He has perfected 
a method of obtaining pictures of immaculate clarity underground by a system of 'painting 
with light'.The lights being powerful enough to penetrate hundreds of feet along tunnels 
and down shafts.His long experience,historical interest and freedom of acce�s to collieries 
have enabled him to accumulate a fine collection of both contemporary and hlotorical l:'hotos. 

This book,No 3 in the Coalfield Series,covers some 20 mines in the Sirhowy,Ebbw and Aber 
!Myd valleys,giving a brief history of each followed by a collection of very high quality 
photos showing both underground and surface.All the features that make South Wales so rich in 
industrial archaeology are shown; water balances;pre-18)0 arched roadways,Glyn Pirt's engines, 
miners' housing and headframes galore.The 98 pages include 76 full page plates,2 location 
maps and the remainder is historical text.There is a forward by the director of the Big Pit 
Mining Museum.This is a well produced book of very high class,a must for all interested in 
old mines and mining photos. 

Other books in the Coall: ield Seri�s include: 
No 1 The Great Western and Lewis Merthyr Collieries. 
No 2 Collieries of Kingswood and South Cloucestershire. 
No 4 hhondda Collieries. -6--

Dr I.Brown. 



Guests at the Underground Dinner Photo: Harry Parker 

Guests at the Underground Dinner Photo: Harry Parker 
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Underground Dinner - The Grich Crowd. 

Silver Groovefest - Greasy-pole, Ma&pie Version. 
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Silver Groovefest - Wellie Wanging, an attempt at the Height Record? Photo: Harry Parker 

J 

Silver Groovefest - Alan Mutter carves up the Sheep Roast Photo: Harry Parker 
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Silver Groovefest - Greasy-pole Competition Photo: Harry Parker 

Silver Groovefest - Skittles (the other two balls went 
straight through alsol) Photo: Harry Parke! 
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Forest Miner by A.Ma.rfell.PublishP.d by The Front Bookshop,32,Ma.rket Place, Coleford,Glos. 
GL16 SAA.Paperback A5 size,16 pps,4 photos.Available from publisher at 95P + Zlp postage. 

A small but interesting book consisting of the memories of a Forest of Dean miner in the 
1920's.Mr Marfell worked at 'Strip and at it Colliery' and 'Trafalgar Colliery' ,the latter 
being well known for its early but extensive use of electricity underground.The methods of 
working were primitive, with sledges for the transport of coal from the face. The old photos 
are very helpful but the book would have been of greater value if there had been a location 
plan for the colliery sites and the shafts and workings referred to. 

Dr I.Brown. 

Miscellany 

GOODLUCK CONSOLIDATED LEAD MINES 

Silver Eye,Black Rake,Goodluck,Moor Jepson,Balls Founder,Bakers Venture,Godbers Scrin. 

Gentlemen, 

Your Adventurers wish to announce that with the anticipated completion of re-driving the 
entrance level the mine shows every prospect of success.The run-in has been cleared,forepoles 
driven,wall packs rebuilt and roof arches set. 

Development of the mine is proposed by driving a new crosscut from the Goodluck forefield 
to Godbers Scrin along the line of the Gulf Fanlt.Your Underground Captains,however,have 
recommended the following actions to secure the mine before undertaking further development 
work. 

Clear the first crosscut of deads.These to be trammed out of the mine,lifted by aerial 
ropeway and used to consolidate the broken ground above the entrance.Continue sinking the 
winze at Warl Gate junction to prove the lower levels.Locate and clear the blocked shaft 
from the upper levels at the Goodluck forefield some 40 fathoms to grass.Secure the shaft 
collar and install pitwork.The upper levels are reached by ladder and chains set in the old 
ore shute.The Silver Eye Escape Shaft,some 25 fathoms to grass,is already operational as is 
the tramway from the entrance to the Goodluck forefield.The tramway along Warl Gate can 
again be used,the unstable roof sections have been made secure.In order to maintain the 
efficiency of the Dressing Floor,your Surface Captain recommends that the ore jigger be 
repaired and the buddles rebuilt.The surface tramway layout is complete although some 
re-gauging of the track is necessary.The aerial ropeway linking the dressing floor tv the 
road is fully operational. 

WANTED 

Experienced miners. 
Loaders. 
Trammers, 
Sinkers. 
Pitmen. 
Winchmen. 
Masons. 
labourers. 

WANTED WANTED 

Bargains set at the mine on the first Sunday of the month at 11.00 a.m. 

J.D.Blyth 
P.Kemp 

WANTED 

(Agents) 

Seriously though,help is wanted on the Goodluck project.Any member wishing to help can 
turn up at the times stated or contact hon Arnner T. Chesterfield 72375. 

Collieries in Staffordshire 1984 

The.Daily Telegraph of 17/2/84 gives an account by Mr C.J.Smith,a 20th Century Mining 
Entrepreneur. 
"In September 1977 I aquired Parkland Colliery, a private coal mine requiring modernisation, 
and in January 1978 I aquired Podmore Hall Colliery,which had a licence to mine substantial 
reserves.The combined purchase consideration for these two aquisitions amounted to £250,000. 
By 1981,Podmore had become the largest privately owned coal mine in the U.K. and in that 
year both companies were sold to Anglo International Mining Corporation Ltd for a consideration 
equal to £1. 875 million." 

These collieries are near Chesterton and Leycott respectively. 
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Miscellany 
OOTALLACK ENGINE HOUSES PRESERVATION PROJECT. 

We have recently heard that at long last the above project is about to commence in earnest. 

Carn Brea Mining Society have now signed a 21 year lease for the site with Lord Falmouth and 
they have obtained charitable status. They have raised £12,000 from private sources, the JX)E are 
providing a £6,000 grant, and the Country"side Commission are also giving a grant. In terms of 
cash available this still falls well short of the £40,000 required, and so the Carn Brea Mining 
Society has formulated a MSC (Manpower Services Commission) Scheme which has been recently accepted. 
There are still some minor details to be sorted out with the Health and Safety.Inspector, but all 
is scheduled for a start in late June. ECLP, (the china clay producers) have promised to provide 
scaffolding free of charge, and the County Council are sponsoring the scheme in terms of insurance 
and administrative back-up. 

Mr. Lawrence Holmes, Chairman of the Working Party, reports that there is a lot more good
will and assistance forthcoming now that people can see that something is happening. 

Last year, PDMHS promised a donation of £500 towards the project - this will now be sent off 
to get the ball rolling . 

Andy Gillings. 

HOME COMPUTERS IN MINING. 

Many members of the society probably own, or have access to, a home computer: a straw 
poll of the committee and co-opted members reveals 1 in 4 owning a computer, (predominanty BBC) 
and if this is extended to the whole society, there must must be about 100 computers lurking 
somewhere. The manufacturers advertising material suggests one can use a computer in one's 
hobbies, so presumably some of those 100 computers are being used in connection with PDMHS or 
some aspect of mining history. Already some copies of the News-letter are being addressed by 
computer instead of the old spirit duplicator: more will follow in the near future. Word processing 
packages are being used for preparing articles for the Bulletin and the Newsletter, and for 
produci�g Minutes of the Committee meetings. Other obvious applications include indexing mines 
and mine sites, cataloguing articles, etc. 

The Hon. Secretary would be interested to know what members are using their computers for: 
possibly there is some duplication of effort, and like-minded members can be put in touch with one 
another. You may have some ideas, but lack the skill to write the n ecessary programs: perhaps 
another member can help you. 

So, all you computer owners, let1s know what you are doing, what programs you are writing 

or using, what programs you would like to see, and what ideas you have for how computing could 
help the society. Write to Andy Gillings, 8 Bernard Avenue, Hucknall, Nottingham. NG15 8DH. 

· 

(If you have your own machine, or access to one, let's have details, please) 

Andy Gillings. 

LES ALPES DE MATIDCK BATH. 

Easter week-end saw the opening of the Matlock Bath Cable Car, which takes visitors from 
near Matlock Bath station to a new visitor centre at the Heights of Abraham. Costing over £1 
million to build, it is claimed to be the only ride of its type in England. There are twelve 
gondola cars in four groups of three: the rope never actually stops, but slows down to let 
passengers on and off. While two sets of cars are at stations, the other two sets are suspended 
in mid-air, with fantastic views up and down the Derwent Valley. Its construction was featured 
several times on television, the French engineers who installed the mechanical equipment considered 
the terrain to be some of the most difficult they had ever had to contend with. There was no road 
access to· the pylon sites, necessitating the use of helicopter to bring parts in. Shand, the 
civil· engineers for the project, enlisted the help of Terry Worthington to blast out the foundations 
for 1he pylons. 

Hopefully, the increased tourism in Matlock Bath will bring about increased trade to the 

Museum and Temple Mine - we will have to wait and seel 

Andy Gillings. 

WANTED TO COMPLETE A PERSONAL LIBRARY 

PDMHS Special Publication No.1, 1Ecton Mines' 1961 (FIRST EDITION) 

Do you have a copy of the above publication you wish to sell? If so, there is a customer 
waiting with ready cash. Peter Challis is willing to pay a reasonable or even an unreasonable 
price for this special publication, which he finds he is missing from his library of Society 
Publications. He has a copy of the SECOND EDITION, he needs a copy of the FIRST EDITION. Peter 
may even pay an extortionate price - providing the copy in pristine condition. If you can help 
Peter please contact him direct at: 43 Fieldway, Liverpool 15. Tel: 051 7229754. 
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HERE AND THERE. 

Holidaying in the North-East this summer? Don1t forget to visit the North of England 
Open Air Museum at Beamish, just south of Newcastle. 'Museum' is hardly an adequate description 
for this 200 acre site that includes a reconstructed railway station; an old colliery, complete 
with steam winding engine, and a chance to go underground down the 'Mahogany Drift1; a row of 
pit cottages; the Home Farm; tramcars; etc. etc. 'Ihe organisers suggest you'll need three hours 
to do justice to Beamish. Admission charges for the summer season (open daily 10am. to 6pm.) 
are £2.00 adults, £1.00 children, with discounts for senior citizens and parties booked in advance. 
Further details from the lion. Secretary, or direct from Beamish, tel. Stanley 3·1811 

BAKEWELL. 

Bakewell and District Historical Society have recently published •Source Material for a 
History of Bakewell', edited by J.T. Brighton. This book catalogues published sources and 
manuscripts from a variety of archives relating to the Capital of the Peak. It is invaluable as 
a check-list on the very rich material relating to Bakewell, much of which was recently transferred 
from the Parish Church to the Derbyshire Records Office. 'Ihe book contains 141pp., and is 
available, price £5.50 inc. FOstage, from the Treasurer, Bakewell and District Historical Society, 
32 Castle Mount Crescent, Bakewell, Derbyshire. DE4 1AT. 

Copies of the Society's last three Journals are also available from the Treasurer at the 
same address. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

The Gloucestershire Society for Industrial Archaeology has just published the third edition 
of their gazetteer of 126 IA sites and 18 museums under the title 'Industrial Archaeology in 
Gloucestershire'. Edited by Rev� w.v. Audry, (well known for his railway and children�s books) 
the 36 page booklet contains numerous photographs and maps, and is available from their Secretary, 
Dr. H. Wilson. Oak House, Hamsill, Coaley, Dursley, ·Gloucestershire, GL11 5EH, price £1.75 inc. 
postage. 

MUSEUM REPORT. 

The Mu:;;eum is now in its busy season, with numerous school parties arriving each week • 

. The display of photographs, by Harry Parker and Axel Chatburn, showing the various aspects 
of the Society during the first 25 years was enjoyed by members of the Society, as well as the 
general public. 

During June we have mounted an exhibition relating to the five Danelaw towns - depicting 
a little of their development. 

From July 20th. to September 3rd. the Pump Room will be staging 'Down to Earth' - a 
travelling exhibition about soil. This is an excellent exhibition and will prove of particular 
interest to 'A' level geography students and teachers. 

In the Museum, from August 8th. to September 12th. we will have a North Sea OiJ, Production 
display - complete with a large model of a North Sea Oil Production Platform. This is being 
provided by Shell UK Ltd. and is an excellent display about one of our major industries. 

All the exhibitions are well worth seeing, so come along. 

Tbe following books are still available in the Museum Bookshop:-

'A History of Lead Mining in the Pennines' by Raistrick & Jennings (reviewed April) Price £15.00 

'Lead Miners of the Northern Pennines' by C.J. Hunt (reviewed in this News-letter) Price £15.00 

'Lif'e and Work of the Northern Lead Miner' by Raistrick & Roberts. Price £12.95 

De Re Metallica Price £17.95 

These are all limited editions - so buy now whilst stocks last. 

Evelyn Dixon 

JOURNALS OF 'THE ASSOCIATION OF MINING ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS' 

During the course of his annual 'spring cleaning', our South Wales correspondent, Chris 
Bull, has discovered a pile of journals of the above association lurking away in the back of 
a cupboard. The journals cover a period from Septe�ber 1962 to January 1966. 

If any member would like these journals Chris would be more than willingly to give them 
away, free, gratis, for nothing. Transport can be arranged to the Annual Dinner or a Field Meet. 

Interested? Contact Chris, most evenings, on 0792-864534, or write to: 9 Lon Catwg, 
Gellinedd, Pontardawe, West Glamorgan. 

Miners Way 

There are �till some booklets and badges left.Anyone interested should contact hachel 
Watson at her new address - Flat 4,108,Huddersfield Rd,Shelley,Huddersfield,W.Yorks.Please 
enclose a large stamped addressed envelope and a cheque/postal order for £1-25 payable to 
Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd. 
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NAMHO NOI'ES 

The request in the January newsletter to keep away from Smallcleugh Mine no longer 
applies as the ' furore ' ·appears to have died down. 

Negotiations with the Forestry Commission on access to certain Welsh mines is still 
continuing. The F . C .  are awaiting the passing of the Occupiers Liability Bill and will then 
study their responsibility. NAMHO has been asked for guidelines on which mines can have free 
acces s , et c .  

The engine house o f  Llanrwst Mine is t o  be preserved . Open shaf'ts are t o  b e  grilled but 
accessible and others capped . 

A planning application has been submitted to open Sygun Mine to the public. Members who 
attended the recent NAMHO Field Meet had the opportunity to explore it with the owner. 

The threat to remove the waterwheel from the Ystrad Einion Mine has now been removed . It 
is to be scheduled as an Ancient Monument and the Forestry Commission have allowed the 
preservat ion of surface remains . 

Members are reminded that Cwm Orthin Mine is being worked and permission should be sought 
from the owners before entering . A  recent illegal party were lucky to escape injury when they 
were in close proximity to shot firing! A  compressor inside vents its exhaust gases down the 
incline and nobody should . be down there when it . iis opr�rat ing. _ 

The plan to disseminate Mine Abandonment Plans to local authorities had a set back when 
it was discovered that this was illegal :The ' Mineral Working Bill ' is to be put before 
Parliament to remedy this . In the meantime ,the plans stay with the H .  & S . E .  in London. 

Shropshire County Council has placed a temporary gate on the Somme Tunnel near Snailbeach. 
This was originally to protect the public but now bats have taken up residence and it is 
proposed to make the gate permanent . NAMHO is to oppose this without s�me kind of access. 

Lake District Special Planning Board have asked Cumbria Amenity Trust to put a secure 
gate on the Glencoynedale entrance to Greenside Min e . The land is subject to an ownership 
dispute between the Board a.nd. the National T11;st so the future access position is unknown. 

The shaf't capping operations on Alston Moor are nearing complet ion.The next move would 
be the gating of adits near fcotpaths but these would be unlocked top-pivoting devices. 

The CccupiE;IS ' Liability Act 1984 became law on ll:.:/5/84. The text of the Act is now 
being stud ied to see how we can best use it to improve acces s .  

Medieval Handwriting and Latin for local Histori ans 

A course of 8 monthly meetings is being planned by Keele Univers ity, from 22nd September, 
to assist in research of documents from the l}th to 16th Centuries. Anyone interested can get 
details from Brian Threlfall , Adult E:iucation , The Univers ity,Keele , Staffs ST5 _5BG. 

Mines and t ' Miners by J . M. D ickins on.Published by author , 81 pps , 7  maps , 8  prints. Available 
from Bingstead , J8 , Main St ,Sutton in Craven ,Ke ighley, Yorks BD20 ?RD. Cost £2 . JO ( including 
postage ) . Cheques payable to 'B ingstead ' .  

This is a re-publication of a handy pocket guide t o  the mining area of the Craven dales . 
The original run was so popular that it soon ran out . 

n. Gill. 

Please Note 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1984� .  

Your subscription for the period 1984/85 i s  payable on the 1st September 1984. 

Please note the new rates of membership: 

ORDINARY MEMBER 
JOINT MEMBERS 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
JUNIOR MEMBERS 
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 

£ 7.50 
£ 8.50 
£ 10.00 
£, 4.00 
£ 12.00 

-14-



Mine Registry Cards 

We apologise for not enclosing these in the last newsletter as stated and you should 
find them with this one instead. Please help out our Recorder by filling them in as shown 
in the last newsletter. 

MATERIAL FOR THE OCTOBER NEWS-LETTER. 

The final date for material to be included in the next edition of the News-letter, due 
for publication the first week of October 1984, is September 17th. 1984. 

Copy, articles, photographs, etc . ,  should be sent to either : 

Adrian Pearce, 34 Madison Avenue , Chaddesden, Derby. Tel: Derby 670721 

or 

Iain Butler, 19 Albany Court, Stapleford, Nottingham. Tel: Sandiacre 398069 

Silver Groovefest - Medal
.

Casting Photo : Harry Parker 
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Silver Groovefest - Tub Pushing - action shot of the eventual winners of this very, very 
popular event! Photo : Harry Parker. 

Silver Groovefest: Start of the evening6 entertainment. Photo : Harry Parker 


