
Pea� 'DistricttJAiries Cflistorical CSociety-GLtd. 
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PLEASE NOTE! 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1984 - 1985 

If an "X" appears in the following box you have NOT renewed your Subscription for 1984/85 • 

This will be the last publication that you will receive unless you forward your 
subscription to the Membership Secretary IMMEDIATELY!!! 

� 
The subscription rates are as follows:
Ordinary Members f.7. 50 

f.8.50 

f.10.50 

f.4.00 

f.12.00 

Joint Members 
Family Members 
Junior Members 
Institutional Members 

The Membership Secretary is:-
Mrs Sue Riley, The Mount, Boon Hill, Bignall End, Audley, Staffs, ST7 8LA 

Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers, please enclose a SAE if 
a reply is required. 

NEW MEMBERS - elected 16th November 1984 

Mr K B Ward 
Mr A Vet ta 
Mr L 0 Burch 
Mr G William 
Mr D Hayns 
Mr w Balmer 
Mr D Balmer 
Miss S M Vetta 
Mr J Roberts 
Mr G.Howell 

8 Underwood Court, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 3HX (FM) 
16 West Fryerne, Parkside Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3 2BY (M) 
73 High St, Harriseahead, Stoke on Trent, ST7 4JS (JM) 
Kirby House, Main St, Winster, Derbys, DE4 2DU (FM) 
Stoke Cottage, Church St, Malpass, Cheshire, (M) 
28 Rowan Ave, Lowton, Warrington, Lanes, WA3 2DD (M) 
28 Rowan Ave, Lowton, Warrington, Lanes, WA3 2DD (M) 
3 Riverside, Churnet View Rd, Oakamoor, Staffs, STlO 3AE (M) 
220 Dale Rd, Matlock (M) 
6 Albany St, Belper, Derbyshire, DES lDA (M) 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS - as of 16th November 1984 

Dr & Mrs J Black 
Mr P W Barton 
Mr M Vine 
Dr N Dickinson 
Dr & Mrs M F Critchley 
Mr p C Hammond 
Mr R P Shaw. 
Mr J Stott 
Mr & Mrs A Edwards 
Inst Member 

53 Ashby Rd, Donisthorpe, Burton on Trent, Staffs, DE12 7QF 
3 Bradman Gardens, Arnold, Nottingham, NGS 6QR 
16 High Tor Rd, Starkholmes, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3DG 
20 Caulklands Rd, Boyton Hill, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 OEA 
E R A, 18 7 Pearse St, Dublin 2, Ireland 
25 Fabian Close, Basingstoke, Rants, RG21 lAX 
26 Garendon St, Leicester, LE2 OAR 
549 Shaw Rd, Royton, Oldham, Lanes 
32 Kenilworth Rd, Macclesfield, Cheshire 
Site Librarian, Rockside Hall, Derbyshire College of Higher 
Education, Matlock, Derbyshire 
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MATERIAL FOR THE APRIL EDITION OF THE NEWS-LETTER 

This is the first edition of t�e Newsletter to be edited by Wes Taylor and Dave 
Williams. We hope that we can maintain the standard set by our predecessors but the 
contents of the Newsletter are controlled by the copy and photographs that you, the 
members, pass on to us. 

If" 
We are always looking out for news of members, details of the act1v1t1es, visifs or 
projects carried out by groups or ind'ividuals, as well as items of general interest. 
If you do not feel like writing a formal article, then still pass on the details and we 
will compile the copy. 

In addition, any interesting black and white photographs are required for consideration 
for publication. The photographic subjects can be anything from "candid camera" shots of 
members to technical subjects. 

Are there any cartoonists amongst the members? If anyone wishes to produce cartoons for 
the Newsletter will they please·get in touch with the editors.· If you are not 
conversant enough with the Society act1v1t1es to produce cartoons have no fear, we can 
supply plenty of details of plenty of situations and events that could form the basis of 
a cartoon. 

The 'dead line' for material to be included in the next edition of the News - Letter, 
for publication the first week of April 1985, is March 8th 1985. 

Copy, Articles, Photographs etc should be sent to:-

Dave Williams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Road, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8LX. Tel. Tideswell 871909 

or 

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton-on Trent, 
Staffs, DEl 2 8NA. Tel. Barton under Needwoo.d 3315 

SOCIETY MEETINGS 

Sunday 24th February 1985 

Slayley Sough and Dunsley Spring Level, Via Gellia 
Meet at the layby below. Goodluck Mine (Grid Ref 269566) at 10.30am 
Slayley Sough contains some 2500f t of dry easy walking making it an ideal trip for the 
novice mine explorer. Some caplamps, helmets etc are available if the guide is notified 
before the day. 

Dunsley Springs Level can be visited if there is time. 

Leader : Andy Porter 

Sunday 2lst April 1985 

Walk round Ashover. Meet in the car park in Ashover village near to the playing field at 
llam. Please bring suitable clothing and a packed lunch. 

Leader: Stuart Band 

Sunday 23rd June 1985 

Walk around the Stony Middleton area. 
Meet at Eyam Square at 11.00am. 

Leaders: Doug Nash and John Beck 
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PROVISIONAL MEETS 

May Day Bank Holiday Weekend 

Forest of Dean area. Surface and underground trips. 
Leader: Chris Bull 

Visit to Knotlow Mine, Monyash 
Leader: John Pickin 

Further details in the next News-Letter 

COURSE AT LOSEHILL HALL 

The Peak Park Study Centre at Losehill Hall is running the following course, which may be 
of interest to Society Members. 

22nd - 24th February "Mines of the Peak District" run by Trevor Ford and Jim Rieuwerts. 
This course is an annual event but it has been reshaped since last 
year and will visit different sites and have a slightly different 
emphasis. 

Full details of this, and all other courses at Losehill Hall, may be obtained from : 
Mr P Townsend, The Principal, Losehill Hall, Castleton, Derbyshire, S30 2WB. 
Tel 0433-20373 

CORNISH TIN (Abstract from the "Guardian") 

It was recently announced that RTZ Corp had acquired the remaining 60% share in Wheal 
Crafty Holdings that it did not already own. This share was pu'rchased from Charter 
Consolidated for t8.5 million and gives RTZ ownership of South Crafty Mine, Pendarves 
Mine and Tehidy Minerals. This is in addition to the fact that RTZ already own Wheal 
Jane Mine and Mount Wellington Mine through their control of Carnon Consolidated Tin 
Mines. 

The ore from the mines will be processed at RTZ's Capper Pass smelter in North 
Humberside. 

Meanwhile, the International Tin Council has recently estimated that, for the first time 
since at least the turn of the century, the UK had mined more tin than it had consumed 
(4900 tons mined against 4100 tons mined 1983 and 4600 tons consumed). This could lead 
to the UK being designated a "Producer" rather than a "Consumer" nation by the ITC. 
This type of designation could be bad news for the Cornish tin mining industry as 
production would be curtailed by a quota system. 
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THE CHAIRMANS'S LETTER 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all members a Happy New Year and to welcome 
the new co-editors of the Newsletter - Wes Taylor and Dave Williams. My personal belief 
has always been that 3 years is enough for any Society office and Ian Butler and myself 
were ready to relinquish the job. It.is often a thankless task and the deadline for copy 
arrives all too soon with nothing in the tray. There follows a period of• telephoning and 
arm twisting but the editors usually end up by doing all of the work. Please support the 
new editors by sending in material (if only complaining letters!) no matter what. 

Ian Butler has the thankless task of arranging the printing of Society publications 
and devotes many hours to this unseen and unappreciated job. I would like to thank him 
here for his past work on the Newsletter and his work in the future. While I am being 
profuse with the thanks - there are many Society officers who do great work for us and on 
your behalf; I thank them for both the past and future work. 

So what of the future? I hear many members say that the Society is wallowing in a trough 
and no trips or projects are being organised. What you have to remember is that we are 
not here to spoon-feed you on a diet of exciting underground trips. It is a two way 
relationship and you have to put something back, The Society is here to provide backing 
for any specialised services that you require whether it be engineering expertise, legal 
or whatever. It is set up so that small sub-groups can do their own projects and come to 
'mother' when they need help. 

We are prepared to organise underground and surf ace trips to train new members and keep 
others in touch, but it is up to YOU to join in with one of the sub-groups or form your 
own and do something. There are plenty of things to help with - Crich, Goodluck, Temple, 
Holmebank, Mining Museum (both at weekends and on Monday night preservation work) , 

The Mouldridge Mine project, which you can read about in the current edition of the 
Bulletin, was a classic example of how the Society works. A small group of members got 
together and did some exploration, surveying and preservation work. The Society experts 
gave them guidance on references etc and a 

·
history was produced, 

There are plenty of mines and plenty of you -
something to do, advertise in the Newsletter. 
go to for help, please contact me. 

go to it. If you need helpers or need 
If you want advice on what to do or who to 

Adrian Pearce 

SOCIETY DINNER 

Ninety six members and friends sat down at the Society Dinner that was held at the 
Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath on lst December 1984. 

The Guests of Honour were Mr and Mrs Micheal Cockerton. Mr Cockerton is the Steward of 
both the Wirksworth and High Peak Barmote Courts. 

Dr Trevor Ford presented the Society Annual Awards. The PDMHS Award for the most 
stimulating ·paper on a Peak District mining subject to be published in the Bulletin 
1n the current year was awarded to Jim Rieuwerts for his paper "Derbyshire Lead Mining 
and Early Geological Concepts, 

The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines Preservation in the Peak Distr ict was made to the 
"Mouldridge Team" (Bob Ludditt, Ady Pearce, Mick Straw, Wes Taylor, John Watson, Rachel 
Watson) for their research and preservation work at Mouldridge Mine. 

A further Harold Sarjeant Award was made to Frank Jackson and Bill Clegg for the 
construction of a model of the Water Bucket Engine that was installed in Ecton Mine. 

The formal proceedings were completed by an illustrated talk by Dr Lynn Willies on 
"Mining Relics and Preservation i'n the USA" 

Our sincere thanks are extended to all who contributed to this successful evening. 

WT 

-4-

r 

r 



THE THREE MINES CHALLENGE 

On a dark night in October 1984, nine unkempt individuals piled into a Fiat van in the 
Mining Muse= car park and disappeared up the road. This was the start of the "Three 
Mines Challenge. 

Most members will be aware of the event where the three peaks of Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike 
and Snowdon have to be scaled within 2 4hrs. Well, a few years ago I dreamed up the 
underground equivalent as part of the first Groovefest celebrations and, although we had 
several teams ready to go, due to factors outside our control, it had to be cancelled. 

The event was gone but not forgotten. It kept rearing its head on occasions which 
generally coincided with convivial gatherings in the local hostelries. What sounded like 
a good idea at the time usually foundered i� the sober light of morning. Eventually we 
weakened, a firm date was agreed and by getting a potential team of 9 people we would 
still have a viable team when members dropped out as expected. 

The Challenge became "Three Mines, Three minerals, Three Countries". The mines in 
question were to be:-

1. Jugholes Mine, England (Fluorspar) 
2. Barjarg Mine, Scotland (Limestone) 
3. Cwm Ystwyth Mine, Wales (Lead) 

As proof that the trip had been completed, a small logo would be painted on the wall 
underground at each mine and a group photograph taken. It was decided to take plenty of 
sandwiches and flasks of coffee as well as a support 'groupie' to make breakfast etc. By 
having a number of named drivers for the hired van it would be possible to make frequent 
changes of drivers whilst the other members of the party slept in the back of the van. 

In the event, nobody backed out of the team (much to our amazement) and the team 
consisted of Steve 3ooth, Bob Ludditt, Adrian Pearce, Steve Pearce, John Simpson, Mick 
Straw, Wes Taylor, John Watson and Linda Gourlay (support groupie). 

Friday 12th October arrived and the back of the van was fitted out with a large mattress, 
food, coffee, eqipment and bodies. At 8.30pm off we went. 

First stop was at Jugholes which presented no problems since we all know this mine quite 
well. By 9.30pm we had completed the visit to Jugholes and we were on our way to Bonny 
Scotland. 

The traffic was light and we got through Stockport and the motorway maze around 
Manchester and on to the M6 without any hold ups. This was a boring part of the journey 
and everyone in the back of the van took the opportunity to get some sleep. The was no 
problems with getting cold with so many bodies in the back. A minor navigating error at 
Gretna cost us some time but by 2.00am we had arrived at Barjarg. 

Now came the first hiccup. I had been to this mine during the NAMHO meet in 1980 and the 
party had been led to the mine down sunlit rides through a newly-planted fir plantation. 
It all seemed a little different now! The trees had grown a bit, it was pitch dark and I 
couldn't remember the way. This was not the time to suggest to the others that we call 
off the whole thing so we spread out in line abreast and scoured the area. A welcome 
call from Steve Booth ended our misery and we gathered at the entrance. Of course, this 
was when it was discovered that we had forgotten to bring the paint from the van and I 
had to go and fetch it (at least I now knew the way). 

By 3.20am we had finished our wanderings in the wood, obtained the mandatory photographs 
and were on the road again, this time bound for Wales. 

The journey to Wales was fairly uneventful apart from a toilet stop in Welshpool where a 
bus load of locals thought we were going for a Guinness Record when the van disgorged its 
contents. At 10.lOam the bleary-eyed group staggered from the van at Cwm Ystwyth and 
entered the level. 

An unpleasant surprise awaited us in the entrance level, the water was virtually waist 
deep - at least it woke us up! We emerged to marvellous bacon and sausage butties 
prepared by Linda and, after wolfing them down, we were on our way back to Matlock by 
11.lSam. 
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The trip back to Matlock was done in a leisurely manner and we eventually rolled into the 
Museum car park at exactly 3.00pm, some 18.Shrs after setting out. 

CHALLENGE 
We now challenge any group to repeat this event and to beat our time of 18.Shr. We will 
supply them with the grid reference for each mine and a surface plan of where to park 
and how to find the entrances. In addition, an underground plan will be provided to 
the position of the logo. 

For further details, send a SAE to A.Pearce, 34 Madison Av, Chaddesden, Derby, DE2 6JA 

Members of the Three Mines Challenge team at Jugholes and Barjarg Mines 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The lOth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd (the 
25th of the Society) took place at the Pump Room, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath on lst 
December 1984. 

Following the adoption of the Report of the Directors and Accounts for the year ended 
30th June 1984, the retiring Chairman presented his report. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 1984 

1984 has been more of consolidation than progress. We have not witnessed any major acts 
of conservation, no great acquisitions or projects to boast about. 

However, your committee and many members have been carrying out small and largely 
unnoticed tasks, which when all added together, contribute greatly to our knowledge. We 
are all wiser for their efforts, which we easily overlook when viewed within the 
shadow of the Museum, Magpie Mine, Temple Mine and other smaller, but no less important, 
Society ventures. 

The level of membership remains more or less static, which at these times of economic 
restraint, is an acheivement in itself. 

Subscriptions had to be increased for 1985, due to the pressure created by the economic 
climate. It is my opinion, and one shared by most of the members, that this represents 
excellent value for money when one considers the range of facilities open to them and the 
acheivments made on your behalf. The standard of the Bulletin is maintained at its usual 
level, and is a most welcome sight on the doormat twice a year. Full credit for this 
excellent publication must go to Trevor Ford as editor, and to Iain Butler for 
supervising the printing. Trevor has established a bulletin which is now a leader in its 
field. He will, I have no doubt, be appealing for contributions, an appeal that I 
endorse. 
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The Newsletter has also appeared regularly, packed with news and information. This is a 
vital link between members, many of whom are resident outside our area of operations, 
including a few overseas. 

Field mee tings took place and proved to be as popular as ever, and in this context I 
plead for members to volunteer to lead these excursions in the future. Con t�ary to 
popular opinion, the leader does not have to be an expert in the subject of his choice. 
The ability to lead a short ramble with some added comments is all that we look forward 
to. Volunteers are asked to come forward and impart their knowledge to the rest of us. 

The Museum has had its problems this year, mostly financial with some difficulties with 
staffing. In an endeavour to balance the budget, selective winter closing is being 
undertaken. Your museum will open every weekend throughout the year and again volunteers 
are important at weekends for stand-in duty, Without them the Museum would have to 
close, because every penny that they take is profit to balance the outgoings at other 
times. Please arrange your tour of duty ton�ght with the agent, Evelyn Dixon. 

Temple Mine at tracts many visitors, and provides numerous people with their first, and 
some would say their last, taste of the subterranean world. It is hoped to increase the 
length of the accessible workings in the future. 

Unheard of acts of research continue, being of incalculable importance to us all. In 
instances such as these, it is difficult to suggest names to you for fear of causing 
offence to the unnamed. One name must stand out, and that is Roger Flindal, whose 
research into the Barmaster's Collection at Chatsworth of recording the information and 
constructing a calender has been a monumental task undertaken to the precise and exacting 
standards that we associate with Roger's work. 

Geof Rose continues with his survey of the mines, which he is now bravely extending to 
underground workings. This great work deserves your support and if you wish to spend a 
pleasant day walking and recording some useful information at the same time, then this is 
to be recommended. Geof will be only to happy to show you the ropes. 

Our gratitude must also extend to other committee and ordLnary members who have 
undertaken much work on your behalf. With�ut them the Society would not function in the 
form expected of it. People like the Secretary and the Recorder have already been 
mentioned, project leaders who invest much time and trouble into various schemes; Jain 
Butler at Crich; Evelyn Dixon at the Museum; Terry Worthington and Geof Holt as cottage 
wardens; the list could go on. Our thanks to them all. 

We must also remember the groups such as the Monday Night Group at the Museum. They 
undertake useful and often surprising tasks, witness the model of the flip-flop engine. 
If you have not yet seen this working model, you must do so today. 

In commending those who are in office, I must not overlook those who have reliquished 
office during the year. Special mention must be made of Lynn Willies who had to resign 
as Preservation Study Group Convenor due to pressure of work. He undertook this job for 
many years, since 1972, with his customary vigour, We enjoy the benefit of a number of 
sites which would have been lost had it not been for his intervention. 

The Newsletter flourished well under the editorship of Iain Butler and Ady Pearce. Our 
thanks to them for a job professionally done. 

Sad though this may be, we are seeing new blood taking over new roles, and I look forward 
confidently to seeing these activities advance to the benefit of us all. On a personal 
note, I am completing my first year and last year as Chairman, and my last year in office 
after 12 years. I am taking a back seat and I hope to enjoy the activities of our 
Society in the future years. 

This is your Society and your involvement does not stop when you pay your subscription. 
Let 1985, the year when we host the NAMHO coference, be the year when new ideas are acted 
on, new faces come to the fore and new challenges faced. This Society is an active one, 
and is at its best when it has a challenge. Let new faces find a new future. Let those 
of us who are entering middle age and who have held office for too long, make way for the 
younger ones, 

I commend your new committee to you and I beg your support for them and their new 
Chairman. Let this be the dawn of a new era within the Society. 

Peter Naylor Chairman 29th November 1984 
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The following members were elected to serve the Society for 1984/85. 

Chairman A J Pearce, 34 Madison Ave, DERBY, DE2 6JA 
Tel Derby 670721 

Deputy Chairman L J Riley, "The Mount", Boon Hill, Bignall End, Audley, STOKE ON TRENT 
ST7 8LA Tel Stoke on Trent 722754 

Hon. Secretary A M  Gillings, 8 Bernard Ave, Hucknall, NOTTINGHAM, NG15 8DH 
Tel Nottingham 635497 

Hon. Treasurer R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, MATLOCK, Derbyshire, DE4 5GQ 
Tel Dethick 775 

Hon. Editor Dr. T D Ford, Dept of Geology, University of Leicester, University Rd, 
LEICESTER, LEl 7RH Tel Leicester 55445 Ext 121 

Hon. Recorder G M Rose, 25 Ratcliffe Rd, Sileby, LOUGHBOROUGH, Leics, LE12 7PU 
Tel Sileby 3402 

Ordinary Members D Clucas, "Moorsight", 4 Macclesfield Rd. BUXTON, Derbyshire, 

Tel Buxton 6436 

A J Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, MATLOCK, Derbyshire, DE4 3HJ 
Tel Matlock 4468 

M J Straw, 14 Friars Court, ILKESTON, Derbyshire, 
Tel Ilkeston 322023 

W J Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, BURTON ON TRENT, Staffs, 
DE12 8NA Tel Barton under Needwood 3315 

J Watson, 138 Ladywood Rd, Kirk Hallam, ILKESTON, Derbyshire, DE7 4NS 
T�l Ilkeston 325855 

D Williams, "Clovelley Cottage", Lower Terrace Rd, Tide swell, BUXTON, 
Derbyshire, SK17 8LX Tel Tideswell 871909 

HAVE A FUN SUNDAY AT BAKEWELL !. Mix work with pleasure at the Holmebank Chert Mine (a 
Society approved project) where everybody who is anybody comes to see and to be seen. 

Workers (and hangers-on) are required throughout the winter, the second Sunday each month 
from 11.00am for packwalling and general maintenance work. 

Bring your own helmets and lamps, packed lunch too (unless you are on a diet). The local 
pubs are reasonably handy if required. 

All of the levels are large ad dry and, if you get fed up with working, there's a lovely 
big mine to explore - miles of galleries etc. Bring mother-in-law and loose her. 

Helpers can park at the mine, which is in the quarry at the end of Holme Lane, off the 
Baslow-Bakewell road opposite the Newholme Hospital. 

You will meet a better class of miner at Holmebank so come in droves (but not if it is 
snowing like 'ell). 

Phone enquiries: Ann Laidler, Chesterfield (0246) 75461 or Harry Parker, Sheffield (0742) 
305113 (home) and 78585 Ext 3409 (work) 
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NAMHO MINING CONFERENCE May 3lst - June 3rd 1985 

The Fourth Biennial Mining Conference will take place at Matlock Bath on the above dates. 
The first conference took place at Beamish in 1979. This was the birth of the National 
Association of Mining History Organisations and two subsequent conferences have taken 
place with great success at Ironbridge and Leeds. This time, we are the host.Society and 
we can guarantee that it will be the biggest and the best yet. Please keep the dates 
free and attend the event either as a delegate or helper. 

As in previous years the main programme of lectures will take place on the Saturday and 
the Sunday, but we will also be providing activities on the Friday and the Monday for 
those who wish to extend the weekend, If you want to stretch it to a full week, you will 
be in an ideal area for many activities and we can of fer suggestions, if not an actual 
arranged event. 

EVENTS PLANNED 
The events planned for the weekend are:-

a) LECTURES for those who have paid the Delegate fee. These lectures will cover a 
wide range of interest s. 

b) A selection of SEMINARS, again for those who have paid the Delegate fee, to run in 
parallel with the lecture programme. This is a new idea and we hope to provide a forum 
for discussion on topics which are, perhaps, a minority interest. 

c) UNDERGROUND trips, which with the other events, are open to both Delegates and 
families, will cover a cross section of mines and abilities. A winch access will be 
provided on 3 seperate trips. Arrangements will be made for lamp charging as well the 
loan of both lamps and helmets, 

d) SURFACE visits to some of the marvellous remains that are in the area. This will 
be an opportunity to have guided tours as well as the chance to visit a working lead 
smelter. 

e) FAMILIES are not being forgotten, Trips will be arranged to local attractions and 
places of interest for the wives and children who are not interested in all that boring 
mining talk. Don't forget that you will be in the middle of a tourist area anyway 
and that you can do your own thing if you so wish. 

· 

f) FREE ADMISSION to the Mining Museum and to Temple Mine is available to all 
Delgates and their families. 

g) Many SOCIETIES, MUSEUMS etc will be mounting DISPLAYS and this will be a chance to 
look at their work and to chat to enthusiasts from other areas. If you are a mining 
bibliophile (book collector) here is the chance to add to your collection. Don't forget 
that the Museum stocks a large selection of books anyway. 

h) A SPECTACULAR SOCIAL EVENT is planned for the Saturday night. This will be for 
Delegates and families and will include a barbeque, bonfire, bar, entertainment etc. 
This is an optional extra and will be subject to a seperate charge. Further details will 
be sent out with the booking form. 

The planned lectures are Botallack Mine Preservation, Economic Development of Mines, Coal 
Mining Memories, Glydwr Forest mine interpretation, Discussion on Access and the Law, 
South African Mining, Mining techniques, Artefact recovery, Radon in mines, Coniston 
Mines, Mineral Kingdom, Mine Tip Reclamation, Rio Tinto Mines. 

The planned seminars are Mining Law, Underground photography, Bibliographies, Central 
Disciplines in Mining History. 

The planned underground trips are to Bage Mine, Spar Mine, Youds Level, Mouldridge Mine, 
Jugholes Mine, Mandale Mine. 

The planned surface visits are to Magpie Mine, Millclose Mine and Enthovens Smelter, 
Lathkill Dale, Abseiling, Wirksworth and Meerbrook area, as well as a social gathering at 
the Lathkill Head Hotel 

ACCOMMODATION 
There is a wide variety of accommodation in the area, ranging from hotels to camping 
sites. An accomodation list will be sent with the booking form. 

r.QQ.U 
There is also a wide range of eating establishments to cater for all tastes. A food 
guide will be sent with the booking form. 

CAR PARKING 
Car parking facilities will be provided for delegates and their families. 

-9-



kO.il 
The

.
Delegate fee will be [6.00 and this will entitle the person to attend all events 

during the weekend except the Social Event. The cost of the Social Event will be advised 
later. Delegates families will be entitled to join in everything except the lectures and 
seminars (unless they have paid the Delegate fee in their own right). 

BOOKING 
Full details of the events, accommodation and food guides, booking forms etc will be 
available from lst FEBRUARY 1985 . Bookings will be accepted after this date. 
Send NOW for a booking form from Mr A Mutter, c/o Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire, DE4 JNR. BE SURE TO ENCLOSE A LONG STAMPED ADDRESSED 
ENVELOPE - DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY YET, 

The booking details will be sent out on lst February 1985. Remember that this is likely 
to be a popular event so make sure of getting a place by sending for the details no�. 

ENQUIRIES 
Any queries regarding bookings should be made to Hr A Hutter, Tel Matlock 4468 
Any other queries should be directed to Hr A Pearce, Tel Derby 670721 

NAMHO NOTES 

Following reports of the presence of radioactive Radon gas and its breakdown products 
(daughters) in mines, it was decided to initiate a research project amongst the NAMHO 
organisations to find out what the danger really was in disused mines. Radon is said to 
be especially prevalent in unventilated headings and recently opened sections. A check 
of mines in the Matlock/Via Gellia area by John Simpson has revealed that the radiation 
count underground is actually LESS than on the surface, but this may be an isolated area. 
Anyone who is interested in assisting with this project or who has any relevant 
information should contact the NAMHO representative. 

The Association has now become a member of the Outdoor Pursuits Division of the Central 
Council for Physical Recreation. It was felt that our act1v1t1es were sufficiently 
specialised to warrant representation by our own member rather than by the National 
Caving Association. 

Dr Burt, of the University of Exeter, is planning to produce a national bibliography of 
mining publications. Very few mines have not had at least something written about them 
and it is intended to gather all references for ease of research. Dr Burt requires 
volunteers to process entries in their particular area. If you are interested, please 
write to Dr Burt, c/o Department of Economic History, Amory Building, University of 
Exeter, Exeter, EX4 4RJ. 

The Snowdonia National Park wishes to open· access to No 4 Level at Pare Mine for mine 
explorers. The Mines Inspector has been satisfied with the safety of the level and it 
remains for the National Park and the Forestry Commission to sort out the legal position. 
In the meantime, please keep away or you may prejudice the negotiations. 

An access agreement has been arranged in respect of Warton Crag Mines, Arnside, Cumbria. 
Anyone wishing to gain access should contact the Cumbria Amenity Trust, c/o E Holland, 
q1d Stainton Hall, Stainton, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria. 

A summary of the position regarding access and liability following the Occupiers 
Liability Act 1984 is being drawn up and will be published soon. In the meantime, if 
anyone has any queries, please contact the NAMHO representative. 

Adrian Pearce (NAMHO representative) Tel Derby 670721 

Meet at Carsington Pastures llth November 1984 

Some 20 members turned up for a misty wander around the Pastures. After v1s1t1ng the 
Nickalum Mine the party examined a number of surface remains around Wester Hollow. A wet 
lunch was taken near the Carsington Pastures cave and the walk resumed by way of Wester 
Head Mine which has now all but been destroyed, without recording, by opencast barite 
workings in the last few months. The scale of destruction at this site provoked some 
lively discussion on the role of the Society in the recording of old surface workings 
prior to new mineral extraction. It was generally felt that this was an area of work 
that the Society should actively involve itself in. The party returned to Brassington by 
way of the King's Chair, Harborough Cave and the silica sand brick works. 

John Pickin - Leader 
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MUSEUM REPORT 

For the first time the Museum has had to close for part of the winter. The number of 
visitors in December and January is very small and so the Museum will close on Monday to 
Friday. With the help of volunteers the Museum will, however, be open at weekends. Full 
opening will commence again on 9th February 1985. 

On 24th November 1984 the Museum played host to a B CRA meeting. This was a very 
successful meeting with a few more people than the PUUJp Room could comfortably hold. The 
main attraction was the presentation of some special slides of Mulu Caves. My thanks to 
everyone who helped to tidy up afterwards. 

Please remember we do keep a good range of books, if you have any money from Christmas 
presents and don't know what to spend it on, then come and see what we have, De Re 
Metallica, Raistrick and Jennings "A History of Lead Mining in the Pennines" and C J 
Hunt "Lead Miners of the Northern Pennines" are all still in stock. 

Evelyn Dixon 

BOOKS 

''THE MINERAL STATIST ICS OF THE UNlTED K INGDOM" 1845 - 1913 

The latest volume of the above series has recently been announced by The Mining Research 

Group, The Department of Economic History at Exeter University. This covers t�e Devon 

and Somerset mines for the above period and follows the same format as the previous 

volumes on Derbyshire, Yorkshire, Cumberland, Lancashire and Westmorland, and 

Northumberland and Durham. 

"The British Lead Mining Industry" by Dr Ri;igei- Burt 

In his introduction to the British Lead Mining Industry, the author makes clear the 
long-standing need for a full account of this subject : "the development of the 
non-ferrous metal mining and manufacturing industries in the UK has long been one of the 
most neglected areas of modern economic history". 

In undertaking to remedy this, Roger Burt has drawn upon the mass of material produced 
by local historians and industrial and mining archaeologists. This he has combined with 
an authoritative text that covers a great deal more ground than the title alone suggests. 

This, then, can be taken as a definitive work on the subject and will prove to be an 
invaluable source for students, researchers and historians. It covers all aspects of the 
lead miniilg industry, from its earliest developments, through the significant changes of 
the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; outlining mining techniques; 
management and capitalisation; uses and methods of manufacture. Detailed appendices 
provide a year by year breakdown of production, prices, etc and, with maps and graphs and 
tables, give a clear picture of the evolution of this major industry. 

The book is priced at ll0.95 

- MINING FACSIMILES'' 

This privately funded venture has been set up with the intention of making available once 
again mining and geological books that have long been out of print. 

Some of these titles are extremely rare, if not unobtainable, whilst those that can be 
located are collector's items and consequently very expensive. 

Relatively speaking, workers in the field are small in number so that the reprints will 
be of very limited editions, 

The success and continuance of this venture largely depends on the initial response but it 
is hoped that if sufficient interest is evident, further much sought after works will be 
produced. 

All facsimile reprints will be produced by offset lithography and be available in soft 
covers only to keep the selling price to an absolute m1n1mum. 
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The first title offered is designed to test the appeal of this scheme and is of a general 
nature. The book is "The Principles of Metal Mining" by J H Collins published in 1895 
The size is 4.5" x 6.5", 150pp, with 76 line drawings and has an index and glossary etc. 
There are xvii chapters dealing with Introduction; Geology of the Mining Districts; 
Minerals and rocks; The nature of mineral veins; "Heaves" etc; Dead work in vein mining; 
Productive work in vein mining; Mining of beds and irregular deposits; Open works and 
hydraulic mining; Tools used in breaking rock; Dead work in shafts etc; Conveyance and 
raising stuff; Machinery for raising stuff; Drainage of mines; Machinery for working 
pumps; Ore dressing operations; Ventilation and lighting. 

This book should be available early in 1985 

"THE GEOLOGY OF THE NORTHERN PENNINE OREFIELD" by K C Dunham 

Members will be interested to know that both volumes of this work should be available 
sometime in early 1985. Volume 1, which covers the area from Tyne to Stainmore, has been 
out of print for some years, whilst Volume 2, which covers the area from Stainmore to 
Craven has never been available before. These two Volumes provide a definitive account 
of the Geology and Resources of this major lead mining area. 

The prices of the two books are not yet known. 

"THE METALLIFEROUS MINING REGION OF SOUTH WEST ENGLAND" by H G Dines 

HMSO has listed the above both volumes of the abov-e book for reprinting. 

"THE PEAK DISTRICT : PICTURES FROM THE PAST" by L Porter 

128 pp.,189 photographs, published by Moorland Publishing Co Ltd, Station St, Ashbourne. 
Hardback £7.95 

The old adage that a picture is worth a thousand words is a well-used phrase but the only 
one which adequately describes this book. The author has used the popular for�at of 
photographs backed up by a brief description to present a picture of Derbyshire in the 
late 19th Century and the early years of this century. He has obviously spent much 
time on tracking down old photographs and many of them have not been published before. 

The book is divided into different subjects and the first is town and village scenes in 
both the Dark and White Peaks. If you think that you know Derbyshire, well, this section 
is a challenge if you

' 
try to identify the places without reference to the text - you will 

be amazed at how much things have changed! The thing that strikes you about the old 
towns is the sense of space, empty roads with people walking along them. The motor car 
has got a lot to answer for in destroying a relaxed way of life. You tend to think that 
the motor cars have been with us a long time, but this book shows just how late into this 
Century horse drawn transport was being used. The text is full of interesting snippets, 
for instance did you know that the material Viyella took its name from the Via 'Gellia? 

The section on industry shows that mining was not the only work in Derbyshire and there 
are action photographs of farming, nail making and many othe� trades that were carried 
ou�. Of particular interest to us are a few mining scenes at Bage, Watergrove and 
Millclose as well as an excellent scene of Lathkill Dale with the aqueduct pillars at 
their full height. Carters Mill in Lathkill Dale was just a name on the map to me until 
I saw a photograph of the old mill that used to be there. There are two photographs of 
an old incline railway from Crich quarries to the Ambergate limekilns which I never knew 
existed. Of special interest to me was a scene of the building of the Ladybower dam on 
which my grandfather worked. 

There is a section on steam for the railway enthusiasts and it includes scenes of the 
building of Monsal Viaduct and the High Peak Railway. I had read in the past about a 

small mineral line at Foolow with a locomotive called 'Spar Queen' and, sure enough, here 
was a photograph of the engine in question. 

Other sections show scenes of various social gatherings, stately houses (some of which 
have now disappeared) and the tourist industry which was so prevalent in Victorian times. 
In all, this is an excellent book which gives a fascinating insight into the past by 
showing all of the minor details of social history which put flesh onto the bones of 
historical records. I would recommend it to anyone, whatever their interest. 

A. Pearce 

All of these books will be available from the Museum Bookshop and Evelyn Dixon would be 
pleased to receive advance orders so that she order sufficient copies to fulfill demand. 
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