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NEWSLETTER No. 36 OCTOBER 1985 

Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers, please enclose a SAE if 
a reply is required, 

MATERIAL FOR THE DECEMBER EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The dead-line for material to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter, for 
publication during the first week of January

-
1986 is 2nd Decemb� r 19S 5. 

Copy, Articles, Photographs etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station L ane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, 
Staffs, DE12 8NA. Tel. Barton under Needwood 3315 

or 

Dave Williams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Road, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8LX. Tel. Tideswell 8 7 1909 

Irrespective of what is said on the back page of the Bul letin Vol. 9, No 3, published in 
September 1985, this publication is edited by Wes Taylor and Dave Williams. 

To ALL Members: 

Notice is hereby given tbat the Eleventh General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Limited will be held at 5.30 pm on Saturday, 7th December 1985, in the 
Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

The Agenda and Balance Sheets will be distributed at the commencement of the meeting. 

By Order 
A. M. Gillings 
Hon. Secretary 

(Please note the later start time than has been the custom in the past.) 

THE COMPANIES ACT, 1948 

As required under Article 24 of the articles of Association of the Company, the following 
Directors will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon. Secretary 
2. The Hon. Editor 
3. The Hon. Recorder 
4. One third of the remaining Committee Members 
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The Committee elected at the Tenth Annual General Meeting held on Saturday lst December 
1984, was as follows: 

Chairman 
Deput y Chairman 
Honorary Secretary 
Honorary Treasurer 
Honorary Editor 
Honorary Recorder 

Ordinary Members 

Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 

Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 

A. J. Pearce 
L.J. Riley 
A. M. Gillings * 

R. Paulson 
T. D. Ford * 

G. M. Rose * 

D. Clucas + 

A. Mutter + 

D. Williams + 

J. Watson 
M. J. Straw 
w. J. Taylor 

Those whose names are marked (*) are reti r ing as required by the Articles of As sociation 
and are eligible for re-election. Those marked (+)) are retiring and are not eligible 
for re-election. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society who are aged 18 or over are invited to nominate 
Members of the Society (who themselves are fully paid up and consent to the nomination) 
for the vacant positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of: 

Honorary Secretary 
Honorary Editor 
Honorary Recorder 
Three ordinary members 

A nomination form is enclosed for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that it is in the form indicated. All nominations must be in the hands of the Hon 
Secretary py 23rd November 1935. Nominati,ons must be accompanied by a w ritten curriculum 
vitae for inclusion in the Agenda to be issued at the Annual General Meeting. 

ANNUAL DINNER - Saturday 7th December 1985 

The Society Annual Dinner will be held at the Fishpond Hotel, Matlock Bath, (opposite the 
Peak District Mining Museum), following the Annual General Meeting. 

Please assemble in the Lounge of the Fishponds Hotel at 6.45pm for Dinner at 7.00pm. 

M E N U 

Prawn Gocktail 

Soup of the day 

Roast pork, Apple sau ce, Stuffing, with wine jelly 
Chef's selection of vegetables 

Sherry Trifle 

Cheese and biscuits 

Coffee 

PRICE: t7.00 (exclusive of wines) 

Please send remittances to Mrs S Riley, "The Mount", 13 Boon Hill, Bignall End, Audley, 
Stoke on Trent, ST7 8LA. 
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Tickets for the dinner WILL be issued. Please allow 21 days for the receipt of your 
tickets and this means that postal bookings require to be made by 12th November l98S. to 
ensure your place. (Personal bookings can be accepted, provided that space is availabe, 
up to Wednesday 4th December,, but remember, N O  MONEY = NO TICKET; NO TICKET = NO 
DINNER). 

We have requested the same seating arrangement as in previous years - ie, individual 
tables each seating eight persons - so if you arrange a party of eight, a table can be 
reserved for your party. Sorry, but it is not practical to do this for a party of less 
than eight. 

If you wish to avail yourself of of this service, please advise Mrs Riley when you book 
your dinner. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for �he year 1985/86.fell due 
Subscription rates are: 

Ordinary Members 
Joint Members 
Family Members 
Junior Members 
Institutional Members 

on 1 September l-98S. 

[ 9.00 
U0.00 
1:11. so 

[ 4.00 
us.oo 

Subscriptions not paid now will receive only one further Newsletter and no Bulletin until 
the subscription is paid. If you have not already paid your subsciption for 1985/86, 
please do so immediately. Remember, your Membership Card gives you free access to the 
Mining Museum and Temple Mine. 

We accept that some past members may not wish to renew, and if you are one of these, we 
would like to know. Not only does it help us in planning how many Bulletins etc to 
print, (and, hopefully; keep our costs down), but we would be interested to know why you 
are not renewing your membership. 

Please send your subscription cheque/postal order (payable to "Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltd") to the Membership Secretary:-

· 
Mrs· S E Riley, 'The Mount', 

Boon Hill, Bignall End, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST7 8LA 

Abstracted from the "Dundee Courier" 14 June 198S, by our correspondent in Scotland, Pam 
Diamond. 

Goldrush in Tay Waters? 

A modern day "goldrush" may be in the offing on the banks of the Tay. The age-old lure 
of gold has once more got prospectors heading for the hills in search of the glittering 
price. 

A far cry from the hardy prospectors of the Yukon panning for the precious metal, 
Fynegold Exploration Ltd intend using modern technology to see if it is economical to 
mine for gold in Scotland. 

They are undertaking test bores at anumber of sites north of the border and intend 
sinking boreholes to the west of Cononish Farm, Tyndrum, on the headwaters of the River 
Tay. Their optomism may not be misplaced- the largest nugget found in Perthshire weighed 
in at SS grammes. This find last century in Glen Quaich, 11 miles west of Dunkeld, is 
something of a mystery, nothing more having been found since then. 

Gold mining in Scotland stretches back many centuries and present day prices may make it 
worthwhile excavating large quantities of rock to be crushed to extract the gold. It is 
believed that gold mining may have began in Scotland with the Romans at Crawford Moor in 
Lanarkshire-the site where the heaviest nugget ever was found in Britain turned up. This 
2lb 3oz monster was discovered in the lSOO's. The earliest official mention of Scottish 
finds was in 112S, when a charter granted a tenth of all gold found in Fife and Kinross 
to the Abbey of Dunfermline. 

But beware, a goldrush happened in Kinross last century with hundreds of people making 
for the Lomond Hills in search of their fortune-only to find pyrites, the famous fool's 
gold. 

-�-



NEW MEMBERS elected on 12th July 1985 

Mr & Mrs T Holmes 

CHANGE OF ADDRE SS 

Mr K Makin 
Mr M Greatorex 

Mr C Bull 

S ten Ha Caber, 4 Penpont Road, Roseland Gardens, 
Redruth, Cornwall, TR15 lPY 

c/o 12 Boardman Street, Todmorden, Lanes, 0114 5JG 
8 Helmerby, Brookvale, Wilnecote, Tamworth, Statfs, 
B71 4LP 
117 Pen y Dre, Margaret St, Am manford, Dyfed, SA18 2NN 

A group of members, who attended the May Day Bank Holiday meet in the Forest of Dean, on 
their visit to the Big Pit Museum at Blaenavon. 

Photo by "Memory Photo's" 

THE MAKING OF THE FIVE TOWNS 

1985 is the 75th Anniversary of the Fe deration of the Six Towns making up the modern City 
of Stoke-on-Trent. As part of the celebrations commemorating this event Stoke-on-Trent 
City Museum and Art Gallery is putting on a ma jor exhibition telling the story of the 
Potteries from prehistoric times to the present day. On display is geological study 
ma terial, the results of archaeologi cal excavations, early maps, documents, prints and 
paintings and material made available by the Stoke-on-Trent Historical Buildings Survey. 

The exhibition will continue until December 20 1985. 

For further information con tact Cameron Hawke-Smith at the Museum in Bethesda Street, 
Hanley, STl 3DE. Phone Stoke on Trent 273173 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

At the recen t Special General Mee ting, held at Eyam, to discuss and vote on a proposal to 
raise the Society's subsriptions, a lot of emphasis was put on the quality of our 
publica tions and the need to maintain that s tandard. The only way to achieve this was, 
according to the Secretary - one of the very few Council members to a t tend the meeting -
to raise the subscriptions. 

I have recently received the lates t Bulle tin and wonder what has happened to the standard 
that we are trying. to main tain. The firs t article is so set out that it looks as though 
it has been extended to fill the available space and it has "justified" margins. The 
other ar ticles have been reduced as if to cram them into the space left and they have 
un tidy margins. 

I know that this varia tion has occurred in o ther Bulletins but this time i t  is so much 
more obvious that it looks messy and badly produced. It does little to just ify the 
increase in subscriptions. 

Evelyn Dixon 

PDMHS M INES REGISTRY 

Dear members, 

Please don't waste yer valuable time readin this item. 

I've bin got a t  to remind you about the PDMHS Mines Registry. I was hopin to kip it all 
to mesen. It's all very borin really you know. You after wander like a drunk allover 
ills and dales, lookin a t  ode mines, shafts, levels and other such rubbish in lovely 
sunny weather tha t turns into a downpour when yer a t  yer furthes t fom yer car. 

Then you af ter rite about it. You put wot you've seen on a bit a paper and a 25" map 
which covers nearly a circular mile. To get this info yoa after ge t from between the 
wheels. 

If yer daft enough to read this far and avn't fell to sleep, jus t try an ge t a map 
from me, cos I'm not gonna tell you from were to get un. (I will reveal all later - Ed). 

Many thanks to all who have comple ted maps and underground index cards. I still have a 
few left if you need them. 

Geof Rose 

PS Somewhere around there are about ten bodies who have had maps for over five years, 
(one or two edit this rag). Would they, or their relatives, please send them back. 

Ed Note: Anyone who would like to help Geof complete this thankless, but vital task of 
recording the location and other details of mining ac tivities please contact him. 
Geof's address is: 25 Ra tclif fe Road, Sileby, Leics, LE12 7PU. 

THREE MINES CHALLENGE 

A group of members, Adrian Farrel, Colin Faulkner and Dave Gordon, took up the chal lenge 
that appeared in the December 1984 edition of the Newsle t ter (No 3 3  edition). A repor t 
of their successful attempt appears elsewhere in this Newsle tter. They now hold the 
trophy. 

If anyone else is interested in the Challenge, please contact Adrian Pearce, 34 Madison 
Ave, Derby, DE2 6JA, enclosing a SAE. 

-5-



MEET REPORTS 

The Caves and Mines of Stoney Middleton Dale - 23 June 1985 

Leaders: John Beck and Doug Nash. 

In the shadow of the Glebe Mine headstocks in Eyam Square, a party of 30+ members 
gathered for a walk around the surface remains of the Gaves and Mines of M1ddleton Dale. 

Leaving Eyam, the party fol lowed the line of the Moorwood Sough towards S toney Middleton 
village. Along the footpath there were the surface remaihs of several mines and shaf ts 
which gave access to the sough. 

After descending into the dale was via The Grip, a very steep path1and studying the Upper 
Monsal Dale Beds, which are well exposed on the cliffs, the walk continued in a 
westerly direction. The various caves and assorted mine workings were noted as we walked 
up the dale. Emerging on to a terrace, after passing· the Gliffstile Vein, more small 
caves and mine workings were seen. A t  the western end of the terrace is the now popular 
"Gin Entrance" to Carlswark Gavern and the "Resurgence Entrance" -was visited at road 

level. 

On the south side of the road, opposite Cuckle t Delf, lies the mysterious Ha-wkenedge 
Well. Further up the road, at a sharp bend, Wa tergrove Sough tail -was examined. There 
are several small caves on the north side of the road, including Streaks Pot. The 
Watergrove Sough crosses the road immediately upstream of the tail and the Well 
Shaft, an open shaf t, is right by the north side of the road. 

The lunch stop was made in Furness Quarry where remnant caves can be seen in the north 
east face. White Rake also cuts across this quarry. 

Leaving the quarry, the party followed the line of Needham's Rake -wes twards, past 
Earnshaw Shaft, to the road. The .road -was then fol lo-wed up to Watergrove Mine. Whilst 
vie-wing the mine area from the Longstone Edge road there -was considerable discussion and 
speculation on the past mining activities in the area. 

I t  -was soon time to head back to Eyam. The route to Eyam -was along the road via Foolow, 
-with a diversion to visit Waterfall S-wallet. 

Many thanks to John Beck and Doug Nash for organising and leading this meet in an area 
that is so rich in mining history yet does not normally get the publicity that it 
deserv.es. 

Wes Taylor 

Introduction to abseiling - 8 September 1985. Leader: John Poulter. 

On a damp, overcast morning, a group of hardy members met at Millers Dale S tation for an 
abseiling training session on a quarry face. The abseiling experience of the members 
ranged from nil to a lot and the ages ranged from 10 years to a bit older. 

Three sets of tackle were rigged -with varying degrees of difficulty. Over the course of 
the day, everyone progressed to the most difficult, but most enthralling, descen t. It 
surprised me how many merr.bers madP the ef fort to vie-w the cou·ntryside from an upside do-wn 
position. 

All too soon it -was time to pack up and go home at the end of this very enjoyable day. 
Thanks are extended 
the the equipment. 
the novices to lean 
abseiling. 

Wes Taylor 

to John Poulter for organising the even t and for providing mos t of 
Thanks also to the other members -who instructed and finally persuaded 
back and take the firs t tentati ve do-wn-ward steps to the pleasures of 
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CHAIR MANS LETTER 

This is always a quiet time of the year due to holidays etc, but I presume that members 
have been doing their things underground. So how about letting us know all about it. 
Have you got a project? Do you need help? Use your Newsletter. 

Now for the new members. It is always a bit awkward when you join a Society since it 
takes time to meet people and get involved in the Society activities. We do have 
organised meetings but much more takes place behind the scenes. If any members, new or 
old, have not been underground and would like to learn the techniques, Andy Porter is 
willing to show you. Similarly, if you fancy exploring a few mines in addition to the 
official trips or you would like to find out what projects you can help with, contact 
Andy - Telephone: Chesterfield 850303. 

Many Members probably have a moan at the Committee from time to time. Well, there are 
vacancies on the Committee to be filled at the AGM and we need fresh blood. If you think 
that you can, and wish to, do the job, get someone to nominate you NOW. 

Adrian Pearce 

THREE MINES CHALLENGE 

Saturday, August 3 1985. 

6.00am. Dawn. The sun's early rays 
rain-splattered panes and find their 
the faces of three slumbering forms. 
the morning. 

push tentatively, almost apologetically, against the 
way through the grime and dust-laden air to light on 

The figures stir and groan out their curses against 

8.30am. Finally forced to admit that they were awake, the three erstwhile dozers allow 
their sleeping bags to disgorge them and set about preparing for the latest attempt on 
the Three Mines Chal lenge; 

The team, considerably smaller than Adrian Pearce's original mammoth crew, consisted of 
Adrian Farrel, Colin Faulkner and Dave Gordon, all PDMHS members and all certified in 
one way or another. 

9.36am. In the museum car park equipped only with a Renault 18, so�e coffee and a tew 
Mars bars, we bought a parking ticket to prove that ·we had be€n there and set off on the 
first leg to Jugholes. As Evelyn Dixon had warned us of a strange, lingering smell in 
the mine Ca remnant of the previous Three Mines Challenge pa rty?), we limited our 
explorations to a quick through trip. Pausing only to pick up a small grey seal who was 
also attempting the challenge, we took the required photograph (rivalling Harry Parker's, 
if not in quality then certainly in artistic content) and climbed back up the hill to set 
off for Scotland. 

Four and a half hours, 203mls, one toilet stop at a pretty Rank service area and two 
traffic jams later, we arrived at the point where Adrian Pearce's map said the track to 
Barjarg Mine started. Finding the track in the unbroken wall of roadside rose-bay willow 
herb was not as simple as the map seemed to suggest, but after mu.eh cursing of our 
Chairman and several abortive forages into the rose-bay "Willow herb we found it. From 
now on it was a trivial matter of less than a quarter of an hour's blind stumbling to 
find the deceptively small entrance to tbe mine. 

After what seemed like endless wanderings in the vast caverns of w hat must once have been 
a drive-in limestone mine we found and photographed the second logo. We returned to the 
car for coffee and fresh gooseberries. 

The long slog down to Cwm Ystwyth was uneven tful but the m ine more than made up for it. 
Even the cold water in the entrance level and the wicked wind outside should not be a 
deterrent to anyone wanting to see a very nice mine complete with a magnificent and 
extremely long incline. Unlike the Pearce brigade, we did not have the soft option of 
hot food prepared by a groupie awaiting us when we emerged into the darkness. However, 
there were two charming Welsh policemen waiting and they wanted to know if we were 
responsible for lighting a fire in one of the other adits. Just in case we needed 
rescuing, they asked us where we were staying! 
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Back in the car park at Matlock Bath, we leapt from the car and bought another parking 
ticket. Whipping out our camera we found that we had run out of film, we therefore 
jumped back into the car and drove off to bed. All this activity at one 01clock in the 
morning seemed to cause some confusion amongst the "bright" young things who were just 
leaving the disco being held in the Community Centre. 

In total, the challenge took us 15hr 34mins and we are sure that no-one, no matter how 
insane, can possibly beat our time, 

Adrian Farrel 

"A GREAT FUTURE FOR LAXEY" 

So ran the headlines in the Manx Star in March of this year. Anyone who has visited the 
Isle of Man will surely be familiar with the Laxey Wheel, although it may take someone 
with an interest in the mines to appreciate it1s full significance as an item of 
industrial archaeology. The 72ft diameter wheel was built in 1854 to pump water from the 
Great Laxey Mine, and fell into disrepair when the mine finally closed in 1929. It was 
then restored for it1s Centenary in 1954, and has turned ever since as a tourist 
attraction. The pump rods were never reconnected and the remainder of the surface 
buildings, (housing at least two turbines and a beam engine), decayed further. 

There was obvious scope for developing the area into a Museum/Interpretive Centre but, 
alas, lack of finance, doubts over land· ownership, and possibly a tailure to appreciate 
the potential of the site, meant that nothing was done. However, all that has now 
changed. 

The Manx Government Property Trustees have earmarked [200,000 over the next three years 
to develop a tourist attraction to rival the Ironbridge Gorge Museum or the Ffestiniog 
Slate Mines - or, dare we say it, our own Peak District Mining Museum and Temple Mine. 
Initially, the scheme provides for the clearance and renovation of the whole above ground 
area around the Wheel and up the valley to Glen Mooar. During the first phase, workers 
uncovered an unsuspected "tholtan" ( the Manx equivalent of a Scottish crofters cottage), 
which gives some indication of how dense the vegrtation wa�. A network of footpaths and 
a picnic area have now been created. 

A team of five archaeologists from Birmingham University1s Institute of Industr ial 
Archaeology at Ironbridge have just spent a fortnight excavating the remains of the beam 
engine winder house and they will be reporting on the potential tor developing the whole 
area. Stuart Smith, t�e Ironbridge Director, has also given preliminary advice following 
a visit earlier in the year. 

Messrs Dorothea Restorations Ltd have been commissioned to prepare a feasibility 
reconstructing the T-shaped rocker at .the haed of the Engine Shatt to the Wheel. 
would involve the re-commissioning of some 200m of flat rods on top of the stone 

study on 
This 

viaduct. 

The most intriguing part of the GPT plan is ultimately to open the underground workings 
to the public, "possibly on a small underground train system". The experience of PDMHS · 

visitors over the past ten years or more suggests that the collapses in the main adit 
will make this a very long term project indeed. 

Much of this information has been gleaned from·newspaper reports and correspondence. If 
any Society Members have recently visited the Island, (or intend to visit 1t in the near 
future), we would be pleased to have a first hand report. 

Sources: Manx Star; 1/3/85, 8/3/85, 19/7/85 
Correspondents: K H Ba:·ber, Dr D Hollis, Manx Govern111ent Property Trustees 

A M Gillings 

ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 

Mr B Boden of 3 Garden Ave, New Houghton, Mansfield, Notts, is interested in learning 
about nis ancestors, Joseph Boden and William Boden. These men owned the Hollins Sough 
"Mine at Grich. If anyone has any information, or knows of any reterences, please contact · 
Mr Boden at the above address. 
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Madame Brule-Garcon of Le petit breil, Montreuil sous Perouse, 35500 VITRE, France, is 
preparing a thesis on the History of Silver-Lead Mines in 19th Century France. She has 
written sating that she hopes the study will concentrate more on machinery and ouildings 
than on the economic plan. She has already completed her work on the history of the 
silver-lead mines of Pont-Pean in Ille et Viliane. 

Madame Brule-Garcon asks for information relating to any research concerning sil ver-lead 
mines in Britain which may have been done, or is proceeding. The British connection is 
of special interest because it was British engineers and capital that was used to re-open 
the Pont-Pean mine in the 1850's. 

GEOLOGY AND MINING - THE SCIENCE OF TECHNOLOGY 

A one day seminar at the Ironbridge Gorge Museum, Shropshire, on Monday 11 November 1985. 

The British Geological Survey is 150 years old in 1985. It developed as much as through 
a concern to promote mining and other exploitation, as for the academic purs uit of 
s cience. The relationship between the study of geology and the working of minerals 
raises important questions concerning the links between science, technology and industry, 
and of scientists with entrepreneurs. 

This seminar will present some of the most recent research into geological survrey and 
discovery, and coal and mineral prospecting in the eighteenth and nineteenth century. 
will also provide guidance tor further studies within this area, so that the programme 
should be of great value to both historians and curators involved with geology and 
mining. 

Further information is available from Janet Markland, Institute of Industrial 
Archaeology, Ironbridge Gorge Museum, Ironbridge, Telford, Shropshire, TFS 7AW. 

INDUSTRIAL ARCH AEOLOGICAL VIDEOS 

It 

A range of videos on Industrial Archaeological subjects have recently been produced, with 
further titles available soon. The titles, that are available in either VHS or Betamax 
formats, are:-

l. "Hand Rolling of Steel." A record of the last Black Count.ry hand steel rol long mil 1. 

l 2.5mins, f.28 .7 5. 

2. "Hand Made Bricks." Follows the raw clay through to the f1nished bricks at a 
brickyard which still employs women hand moulders. 30mins, f29.75. 

3. "Tel fords Last Canal." Describes the building of the Birmingham and Liverpool 
Junction Canal. 30mins, f29.75. 

4. "A Crooked Ditch." The history of the Birmingham Canal Navigations. 30mins, f29.75. 

5. "The New Dudley Tunnel." A record of the 1984 construction of the underground canal 
link to the intriguing "Singer" cave.·n. 40mins, f29.75. 

To order cassettes, or for other information, please write to: IA Recordings, Unit 3, 
Maws Tile Works, Jackfield, Telford, Shropshire, TFS 7LS. 

SOCIETY MEETING 

Sunday 13 October 1985 

Black Country Museum - Dudley 

Meet outside the Black Country Museum at 10.30am. The morning will be spent at the 
Museum and after lunch there will be an oppurtunity to go underground into the limestone 
workings. 

Please bring a helmet and lamp. There will be a charge for admission to the Museum. 

Organiser: Adrian Pearce. 



OBITUARY 

Dr John Mathews 

Members who have not already heard will be sad to learn that John Mathews died suddenly 
on 6 July 1985. 

John was brought up and educated in Sheffield where after, completion of his National 
Service in the RAF, he took BSc and PhD degrees in phys iology. 

He joined PDMHS in 1959 at the inaugural meeting and was elected to the Executive Council 
and the Commit tee for Underground Exploration. He was a keen caver and involved himself 
in preservation work. He wrote an account of an exploration of Magpie Sough and Mine for 
the Society's b ulletin. 

After obtaining his PhD, John went south to commence h is career with the Medical Research 
Council and later moved to Ciba. He later returned north to a post with Boots at 
Nottingham and again took up an active role in PDMHS, this time in the company of his 
wife to be, Hazel. 

In the following years John put much work �nto PDMHS, from the purely manual (digging on 
the Magpie Sough project), to drawing up detailed propo sals for consideration at meetings 
with the Peak Park Planning Board regarding the then proposed development of Magpie Mine 
as an interprative centre. He remained a keen underground man taking part in, and 
leading, many explor a tions. He was again elected to the Society's Council and for 
several years held the of fice of Cottage Wardenn a post which he (and Hazel) took on with 
considerable enthusiam. 

As the seventies drew to a close, John's interests diversified. None the less, he 
maintained his links with the Society and remained an active, although less frequent, 
caver. 

Recently John and Hazel had attended several Society meetings with their daughter, 
Cerian, and they camped at the Fores� of Dean meeting in May this year. 

Our sympathies go to Hazel and Cerian in their untimely loss. 

E.A. C 

The late Dr John Mathews (right) with a party of friends at Swinhope Mine, 
Nr Allendale in July 1969 Photo by H M Parker 

-10-



OFFICIAL OPENING OF TEMPLE MnrE 

The late Harold Sarjeant was one of the founder members of the Society and it's third 
Chairman. His wife, Margaret, was also an enthusiastic supporter. When Harold died in 
1980, to be followed by his wife a year later, their son, Dr Bill Sarjeant, decided 
that as a memorial to his parents he would give a donation to the Society to further the 
work in which they were so involved. 

Bill, who is now Professor of Micropalaeontolo gy at the University of Sascatchewan in 
Canada, donated £500 to the Society and this money was used to help re-open Temple Mine 
to the public. 

Temple Mine, a lead/fluorspar mine, was driven in the 1920's and worked up to the 1950's. 
The Society cleared tons of silt from the workings, installed electric lighting and built 
a flight of concrete steps underground to facilitate easy acces s. Guided tours now take 
place throughout the year. 

Although the mine was· opened to. the public in the Spring of 1982, the official opening 
was postponed until Bill was in the UK and could perform the ceremony and unveil a plaque 
to his parents memory. The plaque has been placed just inside the mine entrance. 

On Sunday, 2& July 1985, Bill performed the official opening of the mine by unveiling the 
memorial plaque. The ceremony was done in the presence of many of his old friends who had 
made their way to the mine in a typical Derbyshire downpour. At the unveiling Bill 
said: "I think they (his parents) would be pleased with this. It is better than a plaque 
in a crematorium and it has served a good purpose." 

H M Parker 

Bill Sarjeant (left) and Dr Trevor Ford admiring the plaque. Photo by H M Parker 
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OWLET HOLE MINE, MATLOCK BATH 

In 1976 the Society "nicked" and consolidated the ti tles of two adjacent mines in the 
Upperwood of Matlock Bath. Th ese were Temple Mine and Owlet Hole Mine. 

From 1982, with work being concentrated on t h e  opening of Temple Mine to visitors, 
attempts were also being made to find on the surface the locations of the several 
shafts which were known to give access to the Owlet Hole workings. Th e search was 
carried out intermittently over a period of time and on 13 December 1984 one of the 
Owlet Shafts was found. 

This particular shaft (85ft deep) was securely capped with a steel lid and was used for 
access whilst carrying out the initial explorations of the mine. 

As is so often the case, after so much effort had be expanded to find one shaft, we soon 
found two other ways in. Both of these other entrances h ave now been secured and provide 
a 30ft shaft access into stope workings and an adit entrance. 

Although Owlet Hole was once popular with "cavers" visiting Matlock Bath , it developed a 
reputation as one of the less interesting mines in the area. So far our brief 
explorations have shown this to be far from the truth with several old passages being 
found beneath heaps of deads. One of the passages contained two "Onion-style" glass 
bottle candle holders (cira late 18th C�ntury). Owlet is also unique in containing quite 
a long section of "fire-set" level and shaft. 

As this project has gathered pace over the past year, most of th e work has been carried 
out by a regular team of four. An invitation is now made to interested persons to join 
us in the preservation work being carried out. If you can help, please ring me on 
Chesterfield 850303. Caplamps and helmets are available if you have not got your own. 

Andrew Porter 

Jim Roberts by the ore sh ute, Owlet Hole Mine. Photo by Andrew Porter 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

" Driving the Clay Cross Tunnel" by C Williams, published by Scarthin Books, Cromfor<l, 
1984. Soft covers, size AS, 82 pages, 22 illustrations and 3 maps. £2.85 

The mile long tunnel beneath Clay Cross was the greatest challenge o n  George Stephenson's 
chosen route for the Derby/Leeds Railway. It required hundreds o f  navvies and nearly 
three years (1837-1839) to complete. This book tells the story of this great work. 
Topics covered include chapters on The Contractors, The Navvies at Work , The Navvies at 
Home, Law and Order and The Work Co mpleted. It is a fascinating story showing the best, 
and worst, of a specialist, but mo bile, group of Derbyshire m iners. More than 20 lost 
their lives and the descriptions o f  incidents involving explosives are quite 
hair-raising. 

It is interesting to surm ise how many, if any, lead miners left their mines for the 
higher wages of the tunnel contract. The book gives no clue. 

This is a book well worth having. 

I J Brown 

"Ironsto ne Quarrying at Easton on the Hill, Northants" by E S Tonks and J Scholes, 
published by Rutland Railway Museum, 1983. Soft covers, size AS, 56 pages. U.00 

This book covers the story of the attempts at working po o r  quality ironsto ne ore over 
a period o f  about 50 years (1871-1922), The major technical problem was that the quarry 
was on the top of a hill, 200ft above the railway, which was the only means of moving 
the o re economically. The atempts at getting the ore down to this railway form a m ajor 
part of the story. Ho wever, there is also much personal interest on the working and 
social conditions of the time. 

These "mines" never went underground as other ironstone m ines did, but the book wil 1 make 
for completeness on every m ine-historian's boo k s helf. 

I J Brown 

Other books published by the Rutland Railway Museum include:-

"Ironstone Work ing in the Co ttesmore Area" 75p +·postage 
"The Great Walk" (A large dragline walk s 13 miles in 2 m onths) SOp + po stage 
"The Quarries" (A reprint of Hewlett's classic) 

"INDUSTRIAL HISTORY FROM THE AIR" by Kenneth Hudson. Cambridge University Press - £12.9 5 

Th is is the first bo o k  to explo re the ex. ·e�,t :i"ona 1 oppor tu nit ies offered by aerial 
photography to unravel the physical complexities and historical development o f  the 
industrial landscape of Britain. 

A wide range of industrial sites are illustrated - from qnarries, m ines and car factories 
to airports, railways and new towns. The general nature and significance o f  their 
history and development is discussed while the detailed commentaries accompanying each 
photograph indicate the kind of histo rical and technical info rmatio n which cannot be 
easily obtained in any other way .. There is excellent geographical coverage of the sites, 
with examples from England, Wales and Scotland drawn from the twentieth century as well 
as the eighteenth. 

Through a combination of fascinating narrative detail and imaginative presentatio n of 
photographic evidence, in the fo rm of over 100 half-tones, this book pro vides a unique 
insight �nto o ur industrial past and present. 
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LIABILITY AND ACCESS AN INTE RPRETATION 

The problem of restricted access to disused mines (and to a lesser extent caves) in 
recent years has been due to a growing fear by landowners the they would be liable f or 
legal damages in case of accident. Following pressure trom a number of organisat ions, 
recent legislati on has been passed to resolve this problem. The following is a summary 
of the legal interpretations from a number of sources. It should be noted that the 
legislati on applies to other activities, e g  climbing, as well as underground exploration. 

l. HISTORY 

The liability of an occupier has always depended on whether the person involved is a 
visitor or a trespasser. A VISITOR is defined as a person who is invited onto the 
premises by the occupier or is permitted to be there. A TRESPASSER is def ined as a 
person who comes onto the premises without the authority of the occupier and can vary 
from the person who innocently strays from a right of way to the person wno Knowingly 
comes onto the premises with some criminal intent. 

a. Vis it ors 

O·ccupiers Liability Act 1957 - in1posed a duty of care upon an occupier to ensure that a 
visitor would be reasonably safe in using the premises for the purpose tor wnich he was 
invited or permitted to be there. The occupier was entitled to absolve nimself of all 
liability to care by a verbal or written indemnity from the visitor (the old 'blood 
chit'). 

Unfair Contract Terms Act 1977 - ammended this situation in respect of business premises 
only. It prevented an occupier of business premises from directly contract ing out of his 
liability to a visitor in respect to death and injury caused by the occupier's 
negligence. This negligence had to be as a result of things done in the course of his 
business or the occupation of the premises for the business purposes of the occupier. 
BUT it allowed the occupier of a business premises to make reasonable indemnity 
arrangements with a third party in respect of any individual visitor. Thus the third 
party could, via a legally binding contract, totally assume any liability of the occupier 
including that resulting from negligence. 

Most of the countryside has a business use in either agriculture or forestry and this 
unf ortunate wording of the 1977 Act meant that the land on wnich a mine lay could be a 
business premises. Whether a disused mine could be held to be part of, say, a tarmer's 
business was a moot point, but the Law wasn't clear on this situation. Disr.ussion in the 
House of Lords recognised that the 1977 Act was not meant to cover such eventualities and 
it was accepted that clarificati on was required. 

Occupiers Liability Act 1984 - amended the 1977 Act by stating that where access to 
premises was granted for recreational or educational purposes only, it was not a business 
li ability of the occupier UNLESS allowing access to the premises was part of the 
occupier's business (eg show mine). The Lord Chancellor summed up the spirit of this 
section by stating that an occupier could restrict his liability if he grauted access for 
recreati onal purposes as a matter of peighbourliness and go odwill, but not where access 
was granted in the way of business. It should be noted that this exclusion applies to 
liability for the state of the premises and not in respect-of activities carried out on 
the premises by the occupier. 

b. Trespassers 

Common Law - depended on two tenets, viz "Volenti non fit injura" (if you voluntarily 
take a risk, you cannot complain about an injury resulting from it) and "Ex turpi causa 
non oritur actio" (no ri!:,ht of acti on stems from a wicked cause). Thus an occupier nad 
no liability in respect of a trespasser UNLESS the occupier had done some act with the 
deliberate intenti on of doing harm to the trespasser or had reckless disregard for the 
trespasser's presence. 

British Railways B o ard v Harrington 1972 - was a case which arose from a child being 
injured on a railway line after wandering through a broken fence. BRB had been aware that 
their fence was in disrepair and were held to be liable. The House of Lords declared 
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that an occupier had a liability towards a trespasser where there was a substantial 
p robability of his presence and the liability depended upon whether a conscientious 
human man, with the knowledge, skill and resources of the occupier could reasonably be 
expected to have done, or refrained from doing before the accident something which would 
have avoided it. 

Occupiers Liability Act 1984 - stated that an occupier owed a duty to a trespasser when:-

i. the occupier was aware of a potential danger 
ii. he had reasonable grounds to believe that a trespasser might come into the vicinity 

of the danger 
iii. the risk was one against which the occupier might reasonably be expected to offer 

protection. 

The duty was to take reasonable care to se that the trespassers did not suffer injury on 
the premises due to the danger concerned. NO duty was owed:-

i. in respect of loss or damage to the trespasser's property 
ii. where a trespasser had willingly accepted a risk 

i ii. where an occupier had taken reasonable steps by warning of the danger, discouraging 
people from taking risks or erecting a physical barrier. 

2. PRESENT LIABILITY TO VISITORS 

a. Private land 

Where the mine is on land that is not used for any business purposes, eg garden or 
private grounds, the 1957 Act applies. The occupier can be absolved of ALL liability 
(including negli_gence) by a verbal or written indemnity from the visitor. 

b. Business land unconnected with the mine 

Where the business of th� occupier is unconnected with the mine, eg farming, forestry, 
and granting access to the mine forms no part of the occupier's business, eg no admission 
charge is made, then the 1984 Act specifies that the occupier can be absolved of ALL 
liability (including negligence) by a verbal or written indemp1ty from the visitor. 

c. Land owned by mining concern but not being worked 

Where a disused mine is owned by an occupier (whose business· is mining or the ownership 
of mineral leases) but the occupier is carrying out no work at the mine, the 1984 Act 
applies if access is granted for recreational purposes and the granting of such access 
forms no part of the business. The occupier can be absolved of ALL. liability (including 
negligence) by a verbal or written indemnity from the visitor. 

d. Land where the business includes the granting of access 

Where the granting of access forms part of the occupier's business, eg show mine, the 
1984 Act does NOT ap ply. Where a small access charge is made by an occupier (even if 
their main business is unconnected, eg fanning), then it becomes a business activity and 
the 1984 Act does NOT apply. Ho"\iever, in t�e event of a claim in the latter example, the 
occupier MIGHT be able to demonstrate und�r the terms of the 1977 Act that the small 
access charge represented merely re-imbursement for inconvenience and was not a profit. 
Certain occupiers, eg National Trust, are in the business of owning land for the purpose 
of allowing access to the public. Thus, even though they make no charge for access, they 
are not covered by the 1984 Act. 

In all these cases, the occupier CANNOT be absolved of his liability by a visitor in 
respect of death or injury arising from the occupier's negligence. However, the occupier 
CAN make reasonable indemnity arrangements with a THIRD PARTY whereby the third party 
assumes total liability of the occupier including claims for negligence. Thus, a 
mining/caving club or a regional/national association could indemnify an occupier in 
respect of it's members. It must be remembered that the third party is itself liable for 
any claim and suitable insurance cover is advisable. 

e. Land where activities are carried out in connection with the mine 

This is where the premises are being actively used for a business purpose, eg working 
mine, mushroom growing, source of water supply (but NOT for private use), or they have an 
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anc il lary purpo s e , eg d i s u s e d  m ine workings be ing u s e d  by a working mine t o r  ven t i l a t ion 
or d r a inage purpos e s .  If a c c e s s  is g r an t ed for the purpose o f  recreat ion o nl y ,  eg 
conducted tour around a working m in e ,  and the granting o f  a c ce s s  is not pa rt o f  t h e .  
b u s ine s s ,  eg p r iv a t e  t r i p in a show min e , t h e  oc cupier can b e  a b s o l ved b y  t h e  v i s i t or o f  
a l l  l i ab i l i t y  i n  respect o f  t h e  STATE O F  THE PREMISES ONLY , e g  t h e  s t ab i l i t y  o f  the 
working s . The occupier CANNOT be a b s o l ved by the v i s i t o r  of any l i�b i l i t y  for injury or 
d e a th resul ting from the o c c u p i e r ' s  neg l igence in r e s pe c t  o f  the bu s i n e s s  act iv it i e s  
being c a r r ied out , e g  sho t f iring . 

Norma l l y ,  any vis itor to s u ch premises wou ld be covered by t h e  occupie r � s  own in s u r an c e .  
Howeve r ,  a third party CAN under take to ab s o lve t h e  occupier o f  a l l  l i ab i l i t y , i n c l u d i ng 
neg l igence , in respect of i t ' s  membe r s  ( s e e  para d . ) .  

f .  Where work i s  b e i ng c a r r i e d  out on b e h a l f  of the oc cupier 

I f  a v is it o r  is carrying out work at the requ e s t  of the occup i e r ,  eg explor ing or 
surveying o l d  workings for a mining company , the v i s i t or is not being gr an t ed a c c e s s  for 
r ec r e a t iona l purpo s e s  and the 1 9 8 4  Act does NOT app l y .  The v is i t o r  cannot persona l l y  
absolve the oc cupier of any l iab il i t y  and would n o t  norma l l y be covered by the o c c up i e r ' s  
own insuranc e .  However , i f  i t  wished , a third party , as in para d . , could indemnify t h e  
oc cupie r ,  e g  in t h e  c a s e  o f  a farmer asking a cl ub to cap a s h a f t  f o r  t h e  saf e ty o f  h i s  
ca t t l e . Where t h e  c lub i t s e l f  of fers t o  cap a shaf t in r e t urn f o r  gooaw i l l ,  t h e n  the 
t e rms o f  para b.  appl y .  

3 .  PRESENT LIABILITY TO TRESPASSERS 

The l iab i l i t y  of an o c cupier towards t r e s pa s se rs is the same wh e t h e r  the mine is pa r t  o f  
h is bu s i n e s s  o r  no t . · Bas ica l l y  t h e r e  are f o u r  types o f  t r e s p a s se r : -

a .  C r iminal t r e spa s s  

I f  a person knowihgly en ters a mine for c r im inal purpo s e s , eg thef t ,  then t h e  o c cupier 
has no l i ab i l ity unless the o c c u p i e r  has purpo s e l y  done ( or n o t  don e )  s ome th ing in order 
to cause injury t o  that t r espas se r ,  eg s e t t ing trap s .  

b .  Voluntary t r espa s s  

I f  a person vo l u n t a r i l y  enters a mine without asking pe rm i s s io n  of t h e  o c cup i e r ,  then 
that person has w i l l ing ly accept ed the r i sks involved and the oc cupier has no l i ab i l i t y  
towards t h a t  p e r s o n .  T h i s  a p p l i e s  in c a s e s  where t h e  mine exp l o r e r  knows t h a t  permis s ion 
wil l be refused if asked f o r ,  cannot be bothered to ask or d o e s n ' t  know who the o c cupier 
i s .  

c .  A c c i d e n t a l  t r e spa s s  

I t  wou l d  be very d i f f ic u l t  for a n  a d u l t  t o  c l a im that h e  had a c c id e n t a l ly e n t ered a level 
entrance without rea l i s ing the dangers invo l v e d .  There might be a c a s e , howev e r , where 
t h e  t r e s pa s s e r  c l a imed t o  have me r e l y  t aken she l t e r  from the weather in t h e  ent rance and 
was inj u r e d . The great danger i s  from someone who s t r ays from a r ight of way and f a i ls 
down an open shaft or open working. 

I f  an o c cupier knows that he has a mine on h is l an d , he can avoid l i ab i l ity b y  e r e c t ing a 
n o t i c e  warning of _ the danger or phy s i c a l  barr iers such a s  fences , g a t es or shat t c a p .  
Sho u l d  such de terrents be removed b y  p e r s o n s  o th e r  than t h e  occupi e r ,  he wi l l  have no 
l iab i l i t y  u n l e s s  he knew of the s i t u a t i o n  and had not t aken s t ep s  to repl a c e  them as s o o n  
a s  po s s ib l e .  

d .  C h i l dren 

The Law recogn i s e s  that ch i l dr e n  do not have the same sense of r espons i b i l i t y  for t h e i r  
act ions as adul t s .  Therefore t h e  m e r e  erect ion o f  a warning s ig n  would probably be 
insuf f ic ient i f  a young c h i l d  a c c i d en t a l l y  or w i l l i n g l y  entered a mine . In t h e  case o f  
young c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  occupier w o u l d  have t o  e r e c t  some phy s ic a l  b a r r i e r  t o  avoid 
l iab i l i ty .  

Where ch i l dren were in the company o f  adul t s ,  it wou l d  be up t o  the a d u l t  t o  take 
res po n s ib i l i t y .  for the ch ild ' s  a c t i o n s  and paras b .  and c .  would appl y .  

A J Pearce 
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