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Peak._ GJJistrict c!Jvf iries CJ/istorical �ociety-GLtd. 

NEWSLETTER No 43 JULY 1987 

Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers, please enclose a SAE if 
a reply is required. 

The PDMHS Newsletter does not run a regular advertising service, but such items are 
included on an occasional basis. No chec k is made on their authenticity and readers who 
take up of fers of books or other items for sale are recommended to keep details of what 
they have ordered, what payment they have sent and the address to which they have sent 
it. In the event of difficul ty, they can then pursue the matter directly with the 
advertiser. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year 
renewal form enclosed with 

Ordinary Members 
Joint Members 
Family Members 
Junior Members 

1987/88 fall due on lst Sep tember 1987 and you will find a 
this Newsletter. Subscription rates are: 

f. 9.00 
£.10 . 00 
f.11. 50 
f. 4. 00 

Institutional Members f.15 . 00 

Please find the form NOW, fill it in NCM and send it off (with your money) NCM, before 
you forget! Members who have not paid after lst September will receive only two further 
copies of the Newsletter and no Bulletins until the subscription is paid. To save 
postage, it is intended to distribute membership cards with the October Newsletter, but 
if you want to receive your membership ca�d before then, please enclose a SAE with your 
subscription. 

Remember, your membership card gives ou free access to the Peak District Mining Museum 
and Temple Mine. 

We accept that some past members may not wish to renew their membership, and if you are 
one of these, we would like to know. Not only does it help us in planning how many 
Bulletins etc to print, (and hopefully to keep our costs down) , but we would be intereted 
to know why you are not renewing your membership of the Society. 

Please send the completed form and ·your cheque/postal order (payable to the "Peak 
District Mines Historical Society Ltd") to the Membership Secretary:- Mrs S Riley, "The 
Mount", Boon Hill, Bignall End, STOKE ON TRENT, ST7 8LA. 

DEED OF COVENANT 

Do you pay income tax? If so, you may make your subscription to the Society worth more. 
For instance, if you pay the Ordinary Member's subscription of [9. 00, the Society can 
claim a further [3.86 from the taXInan, and proportionally more for the higher 
subscription rates. All you need do is to agree (or Covenant) to pay your 
subscription for a minimum of four years, and there is a form enclosed with this 
Newsletter for this purpose. Members who already pay under Deed of Covenant will receive 
individual reminders when their current Covenant expires. 
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MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY 

This year the Annual Dinner will be held at the Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath, on 
Saturday, Sth December 1987. The dinner will be preceeded, as usual, by the AGM to be 
held in the Pump Room '-bf the Peak District Mining Museum. 

Full details of the AGM and Dinner will be published in the October edition of the 
Newsletter. 

"DERBYSHIRE SOUGHS" 

Members who have,,ordered Jim Rieuwerts book on "Derbyshire Soughs" should collect their 
copies from the Peak District Mining Museum, if they have not already done so. 

A few additional copies have been produced and anyone who wishes to purchase a copy 
should contact Evelyn Dixon at the Peak District Mining Museum. 

BRITISH COAL EXHIBITION 

The Peak District Mining Museum has established a tradition of staging special 
exhibitions in the Pump Room and this summer it will be host to British Coal, formerley 
the National Coal Board. 

The start of the exhibition has had to be delayed due to the need to use the Pump Room 
as a polling station for the 'General Election and so there has been no hance to review 
the exhibition before this Newsletter goes to press. However, British Coal has a 
reputation for excellent and comprehensive Public Relations displays so this one should 
be worth seeing. By the time you read this, the exhibition will be in full swing and 
should run for about three months. 

"GOVERNMENT MINISTER REFERS TO PDMHS IN PARLIMENTARY SPEECH" 

In the Couurt of Tynwald, (the Isle of Han Parliament) on 15th April 1987, 
Mr A A Crellin, Minister for Highways, Ports and Properties, sought approval for the 
expenditure of E75,000 on Phase IV of the development of the Laxey Wheel/Glen Mooar area. 

At the centre of the plans for Phase IV is the most ambitious part of the project so 
far, the creation of an "underground experience" for the visiting public by the opening 
up of the Old Adit. This will involve clearing out several falls and stabilising the 
strata to open some 60m of passageway, terminating in a viewing platform in the Engine 
Shaft. From this platform the visitors will be able to see the pump rods and the 
fend-off being operated by the Lady Isabella Water Wheel. 

During his speech, the Minister referred to the survey carried out by PDMHS members 
during the summer of 1986 and the subsequent report which recommended the Old Adit as 
being the most suitable of the several options in which to create the underground 
experience. 

The application for the funds was approved by Tynwald and the work starts in June 1987. 
Terry Worthington will be acting as consultant for the mining work. 

Andy Gillins 

KNOTLOW BARN 

The farmer at Knotlow Mine has pointed out that the Barn at the Triangle near to Knotlow 
Mine is not for use as a changing room. He has also asked tht cars be parked sensibly 
in this area so that tractors etc can get past to gain access to the fields. 
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THE "QUO WARRENTO" OR INQUISITION OF 1288 

May 1988 sees the 700th Anniversary of the Quo Warrento - believed to be the earliest 
documentary record of the Derbyshire lead mining laws - and the Society and others hope 
to celebrate the occasion in a number of ways. Obviously, we are still in the early days 
of planing, but here are a few ideas to whet your appetite. 

1. BARMOTE COURT - The regular Courts will be held in April at Wirksworth and Eyam, and 
there will be a traditional "nicking" ceremony. 

2. LIMITED EDITION MEDAL - A limited edition medal will be struck in lead that is 
guaranteed to have been mined and smelted in Derbyshire. There will be 100 of these 
medals produced and provisional reservations have been made for half of them. 

The proposed design will have King Edward I's head on the obverse, with the 
Derbyshire stowes and "Derbyshire Barmote Courts 1288-1988" on the reverse. 

The price will be about tl6, including presentation case, and if you are interested 
in obtaining one of these unusual medals, please contact the Hon Secretary. Do not 
send any money now, he will contact you later to confirm your order and request 
payment. 

3. COMMEMORATIVE PLATE - A 10" diameter plate, similar to the popular range of plates 
recording' coal mines past and present, is planned. The design is not yet finalised 
but will have a main centre-piece surrounded by small sketches of Derbyshire lead 
mining scenes. A brief historical explanation will be given on the reverrse. 

The plates will be on sale in the Peak District Mining Museum, and other outlet�, and 
we would like some indication of the possible demand. The price will be about tlO. 

Please contact the Hon Secretary if you are interested. Again, there 1s no need to 
commit yourself or to pay any money at this point of time. 

4. SPECIAL PUB LICATIONS - Jim Rieuwerts has written a booklet on the History of the 
Barmote Courts and this will be on sale in the Peak District Mining Museum and 
elsewhere. Also, Derbyshire County Council will be publishing a facsimile of the 
1653 edition of Manlove�s poem. 

5. SEMINAR - On Saturday 28th May 1988, which is the nearest weekend to the actual 
anniversary of the Inquisition, the Society will be organising a Seminar on Mining 
Law. Guest speakers have been invited from Germany and America who will be 
describing the mining laws in those countries. In addition, we hope to include 
sessions on mining law that is applicable to parts of the UK other than 
Derbyshire, eg the Stannery Law of Cornwall, the Coal Mining Laws of the Forest of 
Dean and ancient Roman Mining Laws. 

The Seminar will be held in the Pump Room at the Peak District Mining Museum and the 
day will culminate with a Dinner to be held at the Fishponds Hotel in the evening. 

This is probably the first time ever that such an international seminar has been 
held, and so it is likely to attract a lot of interest from outside the Society. 
Watch out for further information in the next edition of the Newsleter. 

In connection with theis Seminar we may arrange some field trips on the following 
Sunday, the 29th May 1988, to show off our Derbyshire mines to our international, 
and more local, visitors. 

6. EXHIBITIONS - The Peak District Mining Museum will be joining forces with the 
Derbyshire Museums Service to produce material for two travelling exhibitions. One 
of these exhibitions will comprise of "two dimensional" di splays (photographs, 
diagrams, etc) and this will be initially exhibited at the Barmote Court. It will 
then be circulated around the local libraries. 

The second exhibition will be 1n "three dimensions" and will include artifacts and 
more substantial displays and is aimed at such venues as the Peak District Mining 
Museum. 

The dates, and location, for each of these exhibitions will be published in due 
course. 
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So, May 1988 may seem a long way off yet, but book the date in your forward planning 
diary. The big weekend coincides with the Spring Bank Holiday. Do please let me know 
if you are interested in buying any of the commemorative items, attending the Seminar or 
Dinner or helping in other way - indeed, let me know if you have any comments 
whatsoever on the planned celebrations. 

Andy Gillins, Hon Secretary, 8 Bernard Ave, Hucknall, Nottingham. Tel� Noltingham 
635497 

SOCIETY MEETINGS 

Sunday 23rd August 1987 

Carlswark Cavern, Eyam 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

Meet at lOam in the lay-by just north of the "Lovers Leap" cafe in Stoney Middleton. 

A full trip around Carlswark will be made visiting the Big Dig series etc. A wet suit is 
required and there are one or two tight sections plus two ladder climbs. 

For further details contact Paul on Chesterfield 864304. 

Saturday 3rd October 1987 

Middleton Limestone Mine, �iddleton by Wirksworth. 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

This visit to the working limestone mine has been arranged with the kind permission of 
Mr R E Smith (the Mine Manager). 

The party is limited to 25 persons. Please bring suitable clothing, helmet, belt and 
cap-lamp. 

Meet at 9am in the car park opposite the mine in Main Street, Middleton by Wirksworth. 

For further information and to book your place, please contact Paul on Chesterfield 
864304. 

Saturday 3rd October 1987 

An illustrated talk on the "Nenthead Mining Area" and Social Evening 

Location: The Pump Room at the Peak District Mining Museum. 

Time: 7pm. 

Speaker: John Compton of NORPEX 

The illustrated talk will be followed by a Pie/Peas/Pint supper, allowing time to 
adjourn to a local hostelery across the road. 

John Comptom is a member of NORPEX who have done a considerable amount of research work 
on the mines in the Nenthead Area of the Northern Pennines. John has an extensive 
photographic record of the area from which to draw the illustrations for his talk. 

There will be a charge of E2.50 per head, including supper, for this event. 

The number of tickets is limited so please book early. Tickets are available from 
Andy Gillins, 8 Bernard Avenue, Hucknall, Nottingham, NG15 8DH. Tel: Nottingham 635497. 
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MEET REPORTS 

Brightgate Cave and Tearsal 1 Cavern s No2 "Pool Series" - l st March 1987 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

On a wet Sunday morning some 11 members turned out for this meet. 

Brightgate Cave was visited f irst and this was found to contain some tight squeezes and a 
fairly complicated entrance series. Whilst exploring Brightgate Cave the members found 
the names, dates etc which have been smoked on to the rock by the old lead miners. 

After this section pf the meet the weather had improved and after a break the party was 
down to 10 who then entered the "Pool Series" Teasall Pipe Cavern's No2. "Pool Series" 
is a mineral/natural system containing a small stream and some very pretty formations, 
but there is very little mineralisation. 

All of the members present had an enjoyable time around the passages of the "Pool 
Series". A number of photographs were taken by one of the members. A couple of passages 
were pushed by two of the slimmer members of the party to find a iimited amount of new 
passage. 

One humorous incident, certainly for those watching, was when one of the members coming 
through a squeeze got part way through, made a sudden thrust to get through the rest of 
the squeeze but he had not noticed the drop just beyond the squeeze and thus ended upside 
down in the passageway beyond, much to the amusement of the rest of the party. 

"Just like pulling the cork out of a bottle" was the comment of one member, other 
comme-nts were requests for "action replays"etc. The replies from the member concerned 
are not for publication. 

All in all, the day was enjoyed by all of the members who attended 

Paul Chandler 

West Mine, Alderley Edge - 26th April 1987. Organiser: Paul Chandler 

The party for the visit to this very extensive old copper mine consisted of 13 members. 
The mine has been worked on at least four dif ferent levels, thus making it very complex. 
The mine still contains a small amount of copper and small amounts of other minerals, 
including some lead. 

The party was split into two groups, one being lead by Phil lnghams and the other by 
Richard Platt. 

An enjoyable trip was had by all. 
underground and she did very well, 
confident manner. She enjoyed the 
again! 

For one member of the party, this was her first trip 
negotiating the climbs and traverses in a very 
day and stated that she will be coming underground 

Thanks to Phil and Richard for guiding us around this complex mine. 

Paul Chandler 

Giant's Hole, Castleton 17th May 1987. Leader: Paul Chandler 

A party of 15 members attended this meet. 

A strenuous, but enjoyable, trip was had by all. Most of the party rPachPd the bottom of 

the cave, the East Canal. The party also visited the Mogines Rift and the Poached Egg 
passage, both of which are off the Giants Hole Upper Serie&. 

The party spent some six hours in the cave. 

Thanks go to John Allan (Jackpot Caving Club) for assisting and supplying all of the 
caving tackle used on the trip. 

Paul Chandler 
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Alport Smelting Works - lOth May 1987. Leaders: Dr Lynn Willies & Richard Lamb. 

About thirty members attended this visit. We are grateful to Haddon Estates for 
granting permission for the visit and to Mr Phillip White, the water bailiff, for his 
co-operation. 

The works was built sometime after 1840, mainly to cope with the actual and hoped for 
output fom the Alport Mines, then operating under John Taylor. Bankers, who owned the 
works, were major shareholders in the mines. We are fortunate that John Percy(l870) in 
his "Metallurgy of Lead" described the key features of the works since al 1 of the 
buildings which contained the reverbatory and blast furnaces have long since disappeared. 
However, the complex system of flues used to condense the fllIIle or smoke survive almost 
intact, together with the combined condenser and stack. The major part of the flues 
were probably built after 1850, when the Spanish Slag Hearth (a shaft-type blast 
furnace) was introduced. This yielded a great deal of fume, with up to 30% of the lead 
passing into the flue. The resultant dust was periodically brushed down, collected and 
resmelted; a horrifyingly dangerous task which must have led to lead poisoning for the 
unfortunate labourers. It was agreed nem com that the flues were much more interesting 
than better known varieties up north. 

Two of the younger members of the PDMHS party, Clare(8) and 
Kirsty(7) Simpson, are dwarfed by the large flues on the 
site of the Alport Smelting Works. 

Photo by H M Parker 

A
_ 

smaller party visited two more sites in the afternoon under the tutelage of David 
Kierman. These were the boles on Harland Edge and the Nether (lead smelting) Mill at 
Lodes, near Chesterfield. A few members also went into Meerbrook Cupola, which also has 
an impressive flue surviving. 

Thanks to David Kierman for his contribution and, of course, Harry Parker for his 
photographs. 

Lynn Willies 
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Sylvan settingfor the "official photograph" at Alport. The 
joint leaders were Dr Lynn Willies (centre of party with 
the "hard hat" under his arm) and Richard Lamb (fourth from 
the right with the camera round his neck). 

Photo by H M Parker 

RECORDER'S NOTES 

A new PDMHS library catalogue is in the course of preparation. The catalogue is being 
expanded in a number of directions, including the listings of mining documents deposited 
in the Derbyshire Records Office in the name of PDMHS, BCRA(BSA), Dr J Rieuwerts and 
others. 

If any member has any suggestions on improving the format of the existing catalogue, 
please let me know. 

Members can positively help expand the PDMHS library if they would care to donate, or 
exchange, any surplus mining or caving literature. I have large stocks of literature for 
exchange or sale for the Society's benefit. These stocks include over 80 copies of the 
Bulletin of the Institution of Mining and Metallurgy (Transactions), mainly volumes 
65-70 inclusive. I would invite offers to purchase these Bulletins, the monies 
received would be used to purchase further goodies for our library. 

Mr P J Naylor has donated a recently J_"esearched work entitled "The Derbyshire Connections 
of the Stokely Family of Iowa (USA)". This document records the relationships between 
many local families with interests in lead mining. 

Over 40 "folders" containing large scale OS maps of Derbyshire that had been sent out on 
loan by Geof Rose have still not been returned - could we have them back please? 

Roy Paulson 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs V Turnbull 
Mr S F Murphy 

30 Elmwood, Astley Village, Chorley, Lanes, PR7 lUR· 
7 Dorking Grove, Wavertree, Liverpool, Ll5 6XR 
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FOR SALE 
' 

The following magazines are available for sale (or barter) from Roy Paulson, ''Holt House" 
Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ. Tel: Dethick 775 

,. 

Gems and Minerals 
The Lapidary Journal 
Gem Craft 
Gems - British Lapidary and Mineral Magazine 

Anyone interested, please contact Ray direct. 

ARE YOU ....... ? 

1. Are you an active member, 
The kind that would be missed, 
Or are you just contented, 
That your name is on the list? 

2. Do you attend the meetings, 
And mingle with the flock, 
Or do you stay at home, 
And criticize and knock? 

3. Do you take an active part, 
To help the work along, 
Or are you satisfied to be 
The guy who jus� belongs? 

4. Do you work in Committees? 
To do this is no trick -
Or leave the work to just a few 
And talk about the "clique" ... ? 

1974 - 76 (30 copies). USA 
1972 - 75 (18 copies). USA 
No 1 1974 - 79 (59 copies). British 
Vol 1 No 3 (1969) - Vol 12 No 4 (1980) 
(60 copies) 

5. So come to meetings often, 
And help with hand and heart. 
Don't just be a member 
But take an active part. 

6. Think it over, member 
You should know right from wrong. 
You can be an active member 
Or you can just belong. 

COMMUNICATION TO MEMBERS 

1. A copy of the French publication '�a Groupe d'Histoire des Mines et de la 
Metallurgie" has been received and included in the extensive bibliography of English, 
French and German publications, there is reference to two articles from the PDMHS Winter 
1984 Bulletin. 
2. The report of the Survey of the Great Laxey Mine in the Isle of Man by PDMHS members 
has now been submitted to the Isle of Man Government. 

3. The Society is a fully paid up member of: 
a. Association for Industrial Archaeology(AIA) 
b. Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation(DCRO) 
c. Derbyshire Caving Association(DCA) 
d. National Association of Mining History Organisations(NAMHO) 

4. An Index of Authors to all of the Society Bulletins is to be published with a future 
edition of the Bulletin. 

-8-
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THE ROBEY GAS ENGINE 

Further to the reference to the recovery of a gas engine from the Miltown Quarry at 
Ashover in the last edition of the Newsletter, additional information has become 
available. The following is an update of the situation, together with a description of 
the recovery ooeration. 

THE ROBEY GAS ENGINE 

)!ESSns. ROBEY AND CO., Ll�COL�, ENGINEERS 

Copy of drawing in The Engineer, 14th October 1892 

On Saturday, 2lst February 1987, about a dozen PDMHS members gathered at the Miltown 
Quarry at Ashover to try and split 3.5 tons of gas engine into smaller parts for removal 
to the Peak District Mining Museum. The task looked very formidable as the engine was 
covered in a conglomerate of mud and limestone dust which had set like concrete. 

We eventually got most of the outer crud off the engine by using a variety of scrapers, 
chipping hammers and wire brushes and this revealed a very well preserved engine with 
some of the original paint" still visible. Most of the nuts and bolts unscrewed quite 
easily, they had been been well oiled when the engine had been originally assembled. One 
of the fly wheels proved to be a bit obstinate but this succumbed to the ministrations of 
a practised engineer!!! The parts where then loaded onto the back of the lorry and 
transported to the Museum. 

It has now been established that the· engine, which was used in the 1920's to drive a 
generator for light and power to the Lead and Spar mills at Miltown, was made by Robey Co 
of Lincoln. 

The history surrounding the engine is somewhat vague. We know that it was purchased, as 
a secondhand machine, by the Clay Cross Co in the early 1920's but at this stage we do 
not know from whom the engine was purchased. However, the engine is what can only be 
described as a "rare find". 

Robey, famous for the manufacture of steam prime movers, made this type of gas engine 
for only 17 years, (circa 1892-1909) . The power rating of these engines varied from 
15 to 880 BHP with the recovered engine having the smallest power rating. 

The chance of there being another gas engine of this type still being in existance is 
extremely small, as the Lincoln Archives and the Lincolnshire Life Museum were only too 
quick to point out. 
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Restoration of the engine is progressing. The engine base and block have been cleaned 
down and are being painted in primer ready for re-assembly. There are a few fundamental 
problems to be solved before the engine can run again. Some bits are missing, namely 
the Governor and the Hot Tube. These problems are not insurmountable and if, and when, 
a place can be found for the engine to run under it's own "gas" it may be possible for 
the missing parts tol'.'·be made using dimensional data from drawings and other references. 

The Monday Night Lot 

"CAVEMAN" IN EVICTION BATTLE 

The last caveman in the Peak District, Mr Doug Moller, has protested against plans to 
move him from his home. 

Mr Moller lives in a cave at Upper Hulme, near Buxton. He has no gas, electricity or 
running water but he is fighting plans to move him to a modern house nearby. He has 
staged a sit-down protest outside the Peak District Planning Board of fices at Bakewell to 
publicise his fight. He is prepared to move into the house if a long list of 
requirements are satisfied, including the fitting of a pink bathroom suite. 

A spokesman for the Board said that although it was thought that Mr Moller's present 
home was unsuitable for habitation, he would not be forcibly evicted. The spokesman 
added ''we even provided him with firewood to help him get through the winter". 

Abstracted from the Yorkshire Post 

PROFITS BOOM FOR FIRM 

Major Peak employer Laporte Industries is flourishing, according to the company's annual 
report. 

Britain's largest independent chemicals company, Laporte, which has mines at Stoney 
Middleton and Eyam, says it has started 1987 "from a good platform". 

Chairman Mr Roger Bexon announced a pre-tax profit in 1986 of E64.2M - an improvement 
of more than 15% on the previous year. 

With the benefits of several new and technically advanced plants which were commissioned 
late in 1986, the company looks forward to another year of progress. 

Abstracted from the Derbyshire Times 

FOR SALE 

Cap-lamp consisting of a 3 Cell "NIFE" battery and Oldham 2 Bulb Headset. The headset 
and NIFE casing is in good condition but the battery only lasts 3 hours on main beam. 
The battery needs some attention. £12 ONO. 

3 off Premier (Carbide) cap-lamps all of which have recently been refurbished, complete 
with 4" diameter reflectors. All of these lamps are in full working order. 
The cost of these lamps (new) is El2.55 each but they are ofered for sale at £7.50 each. 

All of these lamps are offered for sale by Paul Chandler who should be contacted on 
Chesterfield (0 246) 864304. 
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LEWIS UNCOVERS TIIE TRUTII BEHIND "FOOL'S GOLD" 

Television's April Fool's Day prank this year involving a Matlock Bath tourist operation 
was closer to the truth than the viewers realised. 

Incredulous viewers of Central News were informed by an over-excited reporter that gold 
had been discovered in a mine at the Heights of Abraham. To illustrate the ready 
availability of the precious metal, the reporter went down to the banks of the River 
Derwent and, within minutes, found a lump of gold. Heights of Abraham managing director, 
Mr Andrew Pugh, took the role of actor, hamming up an angry pose to tell the camera crew 
to get off his land where,�we were told, gold mining had been going on for some time. 

It was just a bit of light-hearted nonsense. Or was it? 

Darley Dale man, Lewis Jackson, has uncovered a local newspaper cutting from 1935 which 
claims that there is gold in the Matlock area! 

Deposits found in five locations near Matlock in that year were confirmed as gold by the 
chief analyst to the Sheffield Smelting Company. Analysis showed 3oz of gold to a ton of 
quartzite, richer than at many mines in the Rand. 

Although none of the gold sites is revealed in the report, Mr Jackson is confident, from 
the description of the mines, that one is situated at the Heights of Abraham. 

"I heard a lot of people laughing about the television report, but it seems that the 
people responsible for it could have been nearer the truth than they realised" said 
Mr Jackson. 

Abstracted from the Derbyshire Times 

CRUSHING WHEELS FROM MOSS RAKE 

At the end of last year, mel!)bers of the "Monday Night Group", assisted by a ''Hiab" lift 
fitted lorry, removed two large gritstone crushing wheels from mines on Moss Rake, 
Castleton and transported them to the Peak District Mining Museum. 

Both of these crushing wheels were donated by Mr Jack Edison. They had ended up at his 
processing plant as a result of opencasting operations. 

The larger of the two wheels once stood on a gritstone block circle close to the plant 
(Kitty Cross Mine?), whilst the smaller, much cruder, wheel originates from a mine 
that was located westwards higher up the Rake. 

Recently, the smaller wheel was securely mounted in the entrance hall to the Peak 
District Mining Museum. The t�sk was carried out using modern lifting equipment but 
even so, it made us appreciate how difficult the transportation of such an article must 
have been a century or so ago. 

The larger wheel has been stored until a suitable outdoor site can be found. 

Andy Porter 

RECENT MINERAL APPLICATIONS IN DERBYSHIRE 

Shuttle Rake, Tideswell - S ·Benett, Holmes Vale Farm, Tideswell Moor. 
The extraction of fluorspar and associated minerals at Shuttle Rake. 

Dirtlow Rake, Castleton - Laporte Industries Ltd. 
Temporary stockpilling of waste stone on land consented for mineral working. 

White Rake, Great Longstone - Peak Contracting Ltd. 
The extraction of fluorspar and associated minerals by opencast methods. 

Dirty Rake, Stoney Middleton - Laporte Industries Ltd. 
The extraction of fluorspar and associated minerals. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

J H Rieuwerts 1987 "History and Gazetter of the Lead Mine Soughs of Derbyshire" 
Published by the autW:Or, Sheffield. 
Hardback, AS size, xiii + 143pp. 

Produced as a limited edition of only 2 0 0  copies, a lot of people will, in years to 
come, be annoyed not having subscribed to this book. Jim Rieuwerts is, above all, known 
for his work on soughs, and this is an improved and highly readable version of p�rt of 
his PhD thesis. It is a standard work that is unlikely to be surpassed by even the author 
himself. 

It treats the mining field area 
an excellent map, or maps, with 
material is brief but adequate. 
thesis. 

by area. Each area has a short introduction, followed by 
details of known or suspected soughs. The introductory 

If you need a more detailed breakdown, then go to his 

Mining and local historians will value this compilation for decades to come and the 
purchasers of the book should congratulate themselves on their accLU11en. The binding and 
production is attractive and the price is reasonable. The method used to raise the 
pre-publication capital deserves to be more widely used, and supported. 

Lynn Willies 

Ron Slack 1986 "Pauper's Venture, Children's Fortune: The Lead Mines and Miners of 
Brassington, Derbyshire" 
Scarthin Books, Cromford, Derbyshire. AS paperback - S2pp 

The author has previously prlvately published a history of his family who lived in 
Brassington, together with two related articles in the PDMHS Bulletin. This is his 
first commercial venture. 

The title is taken from two mines in the liberty. The mines of this liberty, with a few 
exceptions, generally produced livings, rather than fortunes, for the inhabitants. The 
particular value of the author's work is that he relates the mines and mining to people, 
which, in general, is a much neglected approach and is a refreshing change from "yet 
another mine" syndrome. 

The author has used the wide range of what fragmentary sources are available and, despite 
an occasional odd mis-interpretation (see water-leading on page 34) has produced a 
careful, readable and accurate account of the mining affairs of the village over several 
centuries. 

Attractively produced, well deserving of a place on your bookshelf. 

Lynn Willies 

All books reviewed are available from the Peak Distict Mining MuseLU11. 

MATERIAL FOR THE OCTOBER EDirioN OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The dead-line for material to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter, for 
publication during the first week of October 1987, is lst September 1987. 

Copy, articles, photographs etc should be sent to: -

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, 
Staffs, DE12 8NA. Tel. Barton under Needwood 331S 

or 

Dave Williams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Road, Tideswell; 
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8LX. Tel. Tideswell 871909 
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