
Pea� CVistrict <3Vf ifles Gflistorical C-Society�td. 

NEWSLETTER No 44 OCTO BER 1987 

Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers, please enclose a SAE if 
a reply is required. 

The PDMHS Newsletter does not run a regular advertising service, but such items are 
included on an occasional basis. No check is made on their authenticity and readers who 
take up offers of books or other items for sale are recommended to keep details of what 
they have ordered, what payment they have sent and the address to which they have sent 
it. In the event of difficulty, they can then pursue the matter directly with the 
advertiser. 

Jo ALL Members 

Notice is hereby given that the Thirteenth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District 
Mines Historical Society Limited will be held at 5.30 pm on Saturday, 5th December, 1987 
in the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. 

The Agenda and Balance Sheets will be distributed at the commencement of the meeting. 

By Order 
A M Gillings 
Hon. Secretary. 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1948 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of Association of the Company, the following 
Directors will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Secretary 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. One third of the remaining Committee Members 

The Committee elected at the Twelth Annual General Meeting held on Saturday, 6th December 
1986, was as follows: 

Chairman Mr L J R iley * 

Deputy Chairman Mr J Poulter 
Hon Secretary Mr A M G illings * 

Hon Treasurer Mr R Paulson 
Hon Recorder Mr R Paulson * 

Hon Editor Dr T D Ford * 

Ordinary Members Mr M J Straw + 

Mr w J Taylor + 

Mr C D Bull 
Mr J K Gregory 
Mr A W  Porter 
Mr J C Stott 

Those whose names are marked (*) are retiring as required by the Articles of Association 
and are eligible for re-election. Those marked (+) are retiring and are not eligible for 
re-elect ion. 
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Fully paid up Members of the Society who are aged 18 or over are invited to nominate 
Members of the Society (who are themselves fully paid up and consent to the nomination) 
for the vacant positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of: 

Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Editor 
Hon Recorder 
Two Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that it is in the form indicated. All nominations must be in the hands of the Hon 
Secretary by 2lst November 1987. 

Nominations must be accompanied by a written curriculum vitae for inclusion in the Agenda 
to be issued at the Annual General Meeting. 

Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 

To save postage, nominations for the Committee may be sent with your dinner booking to 
Mrs S Riley who will pass them to the Hon Secretary - please do NOT send dinner bookings 
to the Hon Secretary! 

ANNUAL DINNER - Saturday Sth December 1987 

The Society Annual Dinner will be held at the Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath, (opposite 
the Peak District Mining Museum), following the Annual General Meeting. 

Please assemble in the lounge of the Fishponds Hotel at 6.45pm for Dinner at 7.00pm 

M E NU 

Egg Mayonnaise 

Soup of the Day 

Roast Sirloin of Beef and Yorkshire Pudding 
Chef's selection of veg�tables 

Sherry Trifle 

Cheese and biscuits 

Coffee or tea 

PRICE: t7.75 (Exclusive of wine) 

Please use the book ing form enclosed and send remittances to Mrs S Riley, "The Mount", 
13 Boon H ill, Bignal End, Audley, Stoke on Trent, Statfs, ST7 8LA. 

Tickets for the Dinner WILL be issued. Please allow 14 days for the receipt of your 
tickets and this means that postal bookings require to be made by 2lst November 1987 to 
ensure your place. (Personal bookings can be accepted, provided that space is available, 
up to Wednesday 2nd December, but remember, NO MONEY c NO TICKET = NO DINNER). 

AUCHENHARVIE ENGINE HOUSE 

This Newcomen engine house at Saltcoats, Ayrshire, was built between 1717 and 1719 and is 
believed to have held the second steam engine to be erected in Scotland. It is also 
believed that it may be the oldest surviving remains of an engine house anywhere in the 
British Isles. Information on the site, or counter claims regarding any older engine 
house, are invited by R N Forsythe, Curator, Cunningham District Council, Cunningham 
House, Friars Croft, Irvine, KA12 8EE. 
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PEAX DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM AND TEMPLE MINE - FREE ENTRY PRIV ILF.GE TO SOC IETY MEMBERS 

Many members of the Society now pay their subsrciptions under Deed of Covenant, by which 
means the Society can reclaim the Income Tax already paid by the Member. This amounts to 
an additional 37% on each subscription, which is obviously of considerable advantage to 
the Society. However, it is a condition of all Covenants that the person making it 
"shall receive no personal or private benefit" and H M Inspector of Taxes has interpreted 
that free admission to the Mining Museum or Temple Mine is a benefit to the Member. 

The Society does not wish to lose the considerable extra income, and since the nlllll.ber of 
members claiming free admis$ion is very small, it is felt that the easiest way to comply 
with this interpretation of the law is. to withdraw the privilege. Unfortunately, it is 
not possible to differentiate between Members paying their subscription under Deed of 
Covenant and those who do not. The privilege must therefore be withdrawn equally for all 
Members. 

We have taken this course of action with reluctance, and are not satisfied that this is 
a permanent solution. Further discussions are being held with Inland Revenue 
officials to find alternate ways in which the legal requirements can be complied with. 

The new rule only applies to those members who are visiting the Peak District Mining 
Museum or Temple Mine to "look" in the same way that the general public visits. Anyone 
visiting on official So�iety business, eg to carry out volunteer work, is not expected to 
pay an entry fee. 

We hope that members are not unduly inconvenienced by the change in the rules and ask 
that if visiting either the Museum or the Mine they still identify themselves as Members 
at the ticket desk so that we can establish how many (or few) Members are affected. 

A Gillings, Hon Secretary 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year 1987/88 fell due on lst September 1987. 

The subsription rates are: 
Ordinary Members 
Joint Members 
Family Members 
Junior Members 
Institutional Members 

f. 9.00 
f.10.00 
f.11. 50 
f. 4.00 
f.15.00 

Subsriptions not paid now 
the subsription is paid. 
please do so immediately. 

will receive only one further Newsletter and no Bulletin until 
If you have not already paid your subsription for 1987/88, 

We accept that some past members may not wish to renew and if you fall into this 
category, we would like to know. Not only does it help us in planning how many Bulletins 
etc to print, (and, hope fully, minimise our costs) , but we would be interested to know 
why you are not renewing your membership of the Society . 

Please send your subscription cheque/postal order (payable to "Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltd") to the Membership Secretary, Mrs S E Riley, "The Mount", 
Boon Hill, Bignall End, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST7 81.A. 

FR ONGOCH MINE 

A public meeting in Aberystwyth in July brought together a number of local people who 
were concerned at the disappearing remains of the lead mining industry in the area. 
They were especially interested in the Frongoch site which has recently been offered for 
sale and is being considered for Scheduling. A steering committee has apparently been 
set up to consider options for the site and the conception of a Mines Preservation Group 
for the area. 

Industrial Archaeology Review. 
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MINING MUSEUM SAVED 

A loan of £700,000 has secured the future of the mining museum at the site of the 
former Caphouse Colliery at Wakefield. Doubts about the future of this scheme were 
raised when Kirklees Council, one of the partners in the project, decided not to put any 
more money into it. 

Wakefield Council has provided this loan to guarantee the future of the Yorkshire 
Mining Museum. 

The underground section of the museum has recently been completed and the first party of 
paying visitors visited the mine on 30th July 1987. 

(abstract from the Yorkshire Post) 

THE MOST SOUTHERLY DERBYSHIRE SOUGH? 

I am carrying out a project on the Archer Wood Limestone Mines near Battle, Sussex. 
These mines seem to be unique to the South East in that, apart from the deep gypsum 
mining nearby, they are the only mines operated in a traditional manner with deep shafts 
and pumps operated by an overshot waterwheel. Old references state that they were first 
sunk towards the end of the 18th Century and that the owner, the Earl of Ashburton, 
brought down ''miners and ·artificers" from Derbyshire to set the mine up. 

Surface recording is difficult since the area has been planted with conifer forest and 
most of the mines have disappeared. No obvious open shafts are present but there are 
many collapsed shafts in the area. Since there were many earlier bellpit workings, it 
is difficult to differentiate between them. 

We have, however, discovered the remains of an igenious system of dams and sluices to 
conserve a water supply which was diverted into a leat. This is very similar to the 
set-up in Lathkill Dale and f!l:_�Y not be a coincidence. The three feeder streams are all 
"Gills" which is a northern name and unique to th� area. The leat ends next to a small 
collapsed cutting from which water emerges to flow down a channel, eventually 101n1ng 
the stream. This has all the markings of a collapsed sough tail and would be completely 
out of place in Sussex were it not for the reference to Derbyshire miners. 

The only possible place for an overshot waterwheel is in the sough cutting itself where 
the nearby leat gives sufficient head of water. This is a logical site since the power 
from the wheel could be coupled to flat rods up the sough until the shaft was reached. 
The pumps in the shaft would only need to raise the water to this level. The sough 
theory becomes more feasible if one wonders why it specifically Derbyshire miners who 
were brought in - they were experts in the driving of soughs and had the expertise to 
install pumpwork etc. We are about to carry out a dig in the cutting to prove the theory 
and, hopefully, gain entry to the workings. 

There is an obvious Derbyshire connection here and there is very likely to be some 
archival references at the Derbyshire end. 

1. If the Earl wanted soughers, the obvious person to contact would be the Duke of 
of Devonshire - is there any reference. in the Devonshire r.ollection? 

2. Pumps and pitwork were required for this work as well as the wheel - is there any 
record of sale of such items destined for the South East in the 18th Century? 

3. The miners lived here at the outset at least, possibly staying on to work the mine -
are there any records of miners moving south? 

I cannot check these references myself and I would be grateful for any help and/or 
information from any members to prove this ·theory. 

Could this hypothesis be eligible as another entry in Jim's list of soughs? 

Adrian Pearce 

(If any member can help Addie, please contact him directly at:-
162 Kingston Crea, Lordswood, Chatham, Kent. Tel. (0634) 686523) . Ed) 
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FIELD MEET IN CANADA 

In the January 1987 edition of the Newsletter, a notice was published relating to a 
proposed Field Meet in Canada in 1988 that would be organised by Chris Bull. 

The response to the notice was encouraging and Chris is now actively developing the 
programme although, at the time of writing this note, no firm details are available. He 
is, however, contacting all of the members who showed an initial interest in this Meet. 

If there are any other members who may wish to join the party on this International 
Meet, will they please contact Chris as soon as possible at the following address:-

C D  Bull, 28 Firtree Close, Flitwick, Bedfordshire. Tel: (0525) 713710. 

FUTURE MEETS 

PEAK ·CAVERN, CASTLETON. Sunday 25th October 1987 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

This is a private trip to which PDMHS members are invited. There are only five places 
available. Anyone interested should contact Paul Chandler (Tel (0246) 864304) as soon as 
possible. 

OXCLOSE MINE, MATLOCK. Sunday 8th November 1987 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

The maximum size of the party will be twelve and there will be an equipment hire charge 
of 50p per person. 

Oxclose Mine is an extremel� interesting and complex old mine. The trip will be very 
strenuous and will last for about 6 hours. There a·re a couple of moderately 
awkward/small-size crawls to be negotiated. 

The access to the mine will be rigged in two ways. The Main Shaft (300ft deep) will be 
rigged for SRT to the 200 foot level, where there is a large landing. The Climbing 
Shaft, which has a 60 foot pitch followed by a 25ft pitch, will be rigged for abseiling, 
and ladder/lifeline access techniques. 

The Climbing Shaft is a little damp as it contains a small steam but the rest of the mine 
is relatively dry. 

Meet 10.30am at Matlock Railway Station. 

Please ring Paul Chandler (Tel (0246) 864304) to book you place on this meet. 

MEET REPORT 

CAR.LSWAR.K CAVERN, EYAM. Sunday 23rd August 1987 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

There were nine members who braved this Meet. The party visited the Big Dig Series, the 
Stalacti.te Passage and many other parts of the well-known Carl swark Cavern. 

The trip lasted about 4 hours and was enjoyed by all who attended. 

Paul Chandler 

DOLAU COTHI GOLD MINE 

It is reported that the University College of Cardiff has spent about ll00,000 since 
1978 in developing this mine as a tourist attraction. The steel headgear from the Hendre 
Mine has been erected on the site. It has also been claimed that Roman chisel marks .have 
been found on tunnel roofs. 
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THE TIGER 

Peak District Mining Museum Agent, Evelyn Dixon, pictured 
with the "Tiger Certificate" presented to her after a 
recent holiday in Cumbria with a party of PDMHS Nenthead 
regulars. Photo by H M Parker 

Evelyn Dixon earned her commendation after undertaking a 11hard11 trip underground, 
including a long wade in well-above-the-waist cold water without a wet (or even a dry) 
suit. 

Normally the holiday divides into two groups. The "Tigers" who do things like the above 
and the "Chickens" (usually led by myself) who suffer attacks of "altitude lassitude" 
when faced with such conditions and have to return to the "day" for transfusions of hot 
sweet tea etc. 

All members of the group agreed that Evelyn had displayed courage above and beyond normal 
standards (especially for one just slightly over 21) and gladly signed her certificate 
as a token that the Plimsoll Line is there to be broken. 

Harry Parker 

INVITATION TO A SLIDE SHCM 

The MASSON CAVING GROUP will be holding a show of Caving/Mine slides in the Pump Room, 
Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath on an evening in December. 

Members of.PDMHS are invited to attend this show. 

The details have not been finalised as this Newsletter goes to press, but anyone 
interested in attending this event should contact the Hon Secretary of the Masson Caving 
Group (Paul Chandler) , Tel (0246) 864304. 
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BRITISH GEOLOGICA L SURVEY LIBRARY 

Following the introduction of admission charges for the Geological Museum, special 
arrangements have been made for free access to the Information Off ice by persons who 
only wish to carry out research. Researchers will have to ask for a Visitors Pass at the 
main entrance and must go straight to the Information Office, the pass will not give free 
access to the museum. Opening hours of the Information Office are 10.00 - 17.00 on 
Monday to Friday. 

PLANNING APPLICATION FOR ''BAR POT11 

The Craven District Council has recently received a planning application relating to a 
proposal to fix ladders in Bar Pot to enable easier access to the Gaping Gill system by 
adventure parties. The application is in the name of Mr R Jarman. 

Th application is as follows:-

Ref No YD/5/18/ 156. 
The erection of scaf fold structures underground to allow access for adventure caving 
purposes. Outline Application. 

Notes to ac company the outline planning application for adventure caving at Bar Pot:-

"The accompanying application for out 1 ine planning permission is unusual and some notes 
to assist in interpreting the scheme may help the council reach a decision on the 
application. 

The application is for permission to erect underground scaffolding structures in Bar 
Pot, a pothole on Ingleborough, to allow access for groups of people to enjoy adventure 
caving. This is an increasing popular recreational and educational activity for all 
ages which will allow the. ineY-perienced to enjoy the sport of potholing or caving in 
safety. Similar schemes are also operated commercially by the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority, operating from Whernside Manor in Dentdale. 

The structure will comprise two major elements, a 40ft high access scaffolding structure 
to negotiate the first part of the pothole, along with a further lOOft structure for the 
major vertical section of the pothole. The scaffolding will be of aluminium with 
intermediate platforms constructed so as to avoid corrosion problems and enclosed in 
wire mesh for safety purposes. It will be secured against unauthorised use. Other 
minor works such as a safety handrail will be needed at the top of t·he lOOft vertical 
section and rope hand lines here and there for general assistance. 

No surface buildings or structures will be required. Underground there will be lit tle or 
no environmental damage whatsoever apart from securing holes drilled into the limestone 
and miscellaneous support work for the scaffolding. The works will not be visible from 
the surf ace. 

It is envisaged that small pre-booked groups, 15 to 20 in number and suitably equipped, 
will be conducted down the pothole by an experienced guide for a two or three hour caving 
trip. The facility should be very useful for educational groups and for local hotels 
and guest houses wishing to offer caving or potholing activity to their guests." 

There have been many objections to this proposal from caving clubs and indi viduals but it 
is considered that the weight of opposition can be increased by many more objections 
being raised by more clubs and individuals. 

As Bar Pot lies within the Yorkshire Dales National Park, the final say on this planning 
application will rest with the National Park authorities. Members are urged to support 
the cav ing fraternity in opposing this application, which could set a detrimental 
precedent if it is allowed to succeed, by writing to object to:-

Chief Planning Officer, Craven District Council, Council Offices, Granville Street, 
Skipton, N. Yorkshire and sending a copy of the letter of objection to -

Chief Planning Officer, Yorkshire Dales National Park Office, Colvend, Hebden Road, 
Grassin2ton. Skioton. North Yorkshire. BD23 5LB. 
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PRESERVATION OF ACCESS TO MINES 

A recent case of how the resources of PDMHS and NAHHO can react to the threatened loss of 
access to a mine is illustrated by a report from an observant PDMHS member of an article 
in the Manchester Evening News. 

"Joe" Turner wrote to me about this matter. He gave an illuminating description of the 
mines in question and described the threat to access. An abstract from "Joe' s11 letter is 
published below. 

''Whitwo�th Mines are in the hills above Rochdale and were the scene of a major search by 
the Cave Rescue Organisation a few years ago after three youths entered the mine with, I 
believe, only one light between them. They got lost and their light failed and they were 
burning pound notes in an effort to find their way out! The CRO found them after a 
long search. 

The mines were worked for building stone and are, therefore, on one horizon and are 
between 10 and 20 feet high inside. The fine grained sandstone was removed to leave 
pillars on a nominal grid pattern, the workings extending into the hill from an existing 
quarry. There are two entrances, about SOO metrs apart, and a good through trip can be 
done between the entrances. The mines are a lot more interesting than might be 
imagined from a single-horizon working. The pillar pattern is not very regular, there 
have been falls and the floor and ceiling are not flat due to the better stone being 
followed in an irregular fashion . .  The place is an amazing maze and no survey exists. 
I have been through three or four times but I have only seen a small part of the 
workings, never having, for instance, established where the boundaries lie although two 
sides are bounded by open quarry faces, the other boundaries being underground. The 
place is full of marker arrows (all conflicting) and there must be hundreds of metres of 
string and tape that previous explorers have left in-situ. It is unbelievably easy to 
get lost and I have rely on laying rope markers whenever I go into the mine. 

The place has, understandingly',. a bit of a reputation and also happens to be surrounded 
by a lunar landscape left by the normal surface quarrying operations, whish has attracted 
the usual activities of tipping and people roaring around on motor bikes. In an effort 
to rid themselves of all of this, the local authority has, I understand, given a quarry 
company permission to extract roadstone on the understanding that they landscape the 
area and obliterate the mines. There was an article in the Manchester Evening News 
that this would be happening. 

Short of quarry rng the mines away, I don't think they could be destroyed as such as 
there 1s about 60 feet of rock cover, but the entrances would presumably be lost. 

This mine is, perhaps, not unique, but it is worth preserving the access as it is the 
only remaining underground quarry of any size that is accessible 1n the Rochdale area. 
Could you, as NAMHO rep, raise this matter so that something can be done to safeguard 
the access to the mines?" 

Mines around Rochdale are certainly not well known and it came as a surprise to many to 
hear of Whitworth Mines. This strengthened the case for preservation. 

NAHHO made representations to the appropriate authoriti!!s, including the "bee-people", 
and it emerged that this threat to the mine was a false alarm. The local press 
reporter had got his knickers in a twist, as usual, and the quarries that were to be 
landscaped were nowhere near to Whitworth Mines. 

So this one was a false alarm but what about the next? It is considered that the access 
to Whitworth Mines are still under threat if the local authority expand their policy of 
tidying up quarry sites, along with many other sites around the country. If access is 
to be safeguarded, all members must keep their eyes and ears open and report any 
threatening rumblings, not only in Derbyshire but anywhere in the country, so that the 
resources of PDMHS and NAHHO can join forces to protect the access to mines. 

Many thanks to "Joe" Turner for bringing the Whitworth Mines question to my attention. 

W J Taylor 
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ARCHAEOLOGY DAY SCHOOLS 1987 - 1988 

The University of Sheffield - Division of Continuing Education - is running a series of 
day schools at various locations over the coming winter and spring. One in partic�lar 
will be of interest to members. 

This is ''The Drainage of Derbyshire Lead Mines" and it will be held at the Peak District 
Mining Museum on Saturday, 7th November 1987. 

The speaker's are:-
Dr Jim Rieuwerts - Sough Drainage 
Dr Jennifer Tann - Steam Engines in the Peak 
Dr Lynn Willies - Water Pressure Engines 

Full details of this school may be obtained from David Crossley, Division of Continuing 
Education, 85 Wilkinson Street, Sheffield, SlO 2GJ quoting Ref No 87/430DS 

Other day schools are:
l 7th October 1987 
2lst November 1987 
13th February 1988 
2Sth March 1988 
14th May 1988 

The Conservation of Industrial Buildings 
The Anglo-Saxon Helmet - in Archaeology and Literature 
Recently di�covered films of Sheffield Industry 
The Yorkshire Glass Industry 
Water Power on the Sheffield Rivers 

Details of these schools can also be obtained from David Crossley. 

WANTED 

Members who have visited Magpie Mine during the summer will, no doubt, be impressed by 
the pristine state of the cottage back garden. This was levelled by Terry Worthington 
and his tractor, rotavated by Andy Gillings and generally cleared and seeded by all and 
sundry. There is now an actual back lawn suitable for taking tea on (once we get a 
nice day) . 

However, we are short of a lawn mower. What we could do with is a "Flymo" type mower, 
not too large or too small and preferably powered by electricity. 

If you have such a mower that you do not use and you would be willing to pass it on to a 
good home, I would like to hear from you. 

Dave Williams (address on back page of this Newsletter) 

OPERATION ENGINE HQUSE 

This bas been set up by Carrick District Council in Cornwall after finding that only 28 
engine houses survive out of the 300+ that were built in the District. They have drawn 
up a priority list of sites worthy of preservation. These are. \fbeal Rock, East Wheal 
Rose, Taylor's Console, West Kitty, Wheal Friendly, North Treskerby, Hallenbeagle and 
Wheal Unity Wood. They intend to preserve two engine houses per year with a budget of 
tlS,000 each, which will also provide a car park and some interpretation facilities. MSC 
labour will be used • 

The council is also considering the tourist potential of the County Adit which is 38 
miles long and once drained about 50 mines, but now only drains Wheal Jane. A 
feasibility study and history are being prepared by Dr R Burt and A Bradley, both of 
Exeter University. 

Industr&al Archaeology Review 

GOLD MINING IN WALES 

A recent re-working of old mines, including the investment of a great deal of money, 
appears to have come to nothing. The Clogau Mine closed last year after the production 
of only 40 ozs of gold. The Gwynfynydd Mine has recently gone over to a "care and 
maintenance" basis despite reports of good reserves. 
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BOOK RF.VIEWS 

"A technical history of the Rio Tinto Mines - some notes on exploitation from 
pre - Phoenician times to the 1950' s." Salkield, Leonard Unthank. 1987. 
Edited by Maurice J Calahan, Institution of Mining and Metallurgy. 
A4 paperback X+ll4pp. [15. 

Leonard Salkield had a considerable hand in most of the books and papers on historical 
aspects of Rio Tinto published in the last two decades and it is extremely un fortunate 
that he died two years ago before finally completing his own technical notes. He first 
went to Rio Tinto in 1930 and, with the exception of the war years, remained there for 
the rest of his career. He continued as a consultant after his retirement in 1962. He 
was r.esponsible for metallurgical operations and, importantly for historians, he became 
fascinated with the technical history of the mines. He thus walked the ground as a 
specialist and was able to consult Spanish archival sources over a long period. 

Hie notes cover a wide range, including general history, metallurgy, ore classification, 
hydro-metallurgy, sulphur and acid production, surface and underground mining operations, 
together with details of production. Much of the material is not available elsewhere 
as be was in a position to record his own, and others, experiences. 

Maurice Calahan, as a colleague of Salkield, became involved with his notes before his 
death and this edited version is the result of Calahan's determination to see the many 
years of work published. The IMM, who have been helped by a bulk order for the book from 
RTl, are to be congratulated on the highly presentable, but economic, format of the 
production. Not all of Leonard Salkield'e notes have been included but a copy of his 
full work has been deposited at the IMM. He also collected a large number of 
photographs and it is hoped to present an edited version of these in the near future. 

Thie volume contains a few photographs and several plans, including a large scale 
fold-out of the Rio Tinto area in 1935. It forms one of the most important sources for 
the history of Rio Tinto whi�r., for over a century, has been Europe's most prestigious 
metal mine, as it was for se�eral centuries about .two thousand years ago. 

Lynn Willies 

"The Romans in Derbyshire - Lead Mining and the search for Lutudarum.." Lane, Harry. 1986 
Veritas Publications, Bolsover, Derbyshire. 
AS paperbck 128pp. [5.9 5 

An assessment of Roman lead m1n1ng in Derbyshire is long overdue. This_ .. production seems 
to be intended for a wide local readership rather than a limited, but more scholarly, 
audience in a learned journal. Even so, it is a mass of material drawn from many 
sources that needs more critical attention than given in this publication. The material 
is gleaned from a variety of sources on Derbyshire. The author has used his own work at 
excavations at Scarcliffe and Carsington, together with comparative material from 
mining publications from other countries, notably Iberia. He discusses several 
possible sites for Lutudarium, some likely, some less so. He uses place-name ev idence 
to locate sit·es of possible Roman age. The book does not generally give individual 
sources of information used but it does include a substantial bibliography. 

Part of the motivation to publish this work seems to have been to provide an alternative 
hypothesis to Ling and Courtney's suggestion in the Derbyshire Archaeological Journal 
(1981 pg 58-87) that the best site for Lutudarium is Carsington. It would have been 
better if the author had fully referenced this important cogently argued case, 
especially since an alternative suggestion by Smithand years ago, with no supporting 
evidence, for Rainster Rocks is so referenced. More attention could be paid to either 
of these two sites. The Portway, which intersect s with The Street (Roman Road) in the 
area, passes almost every lead vein of note until it reaches Brough (Navio) , should also 
have been considered. 

Unfortunately Lane did not have access to Kiernan' s ( 1986 Sheffield University) thesis 
before this book was published. This thesis gives a much better base for consideration 
of bole-smelting than is given here. It is, however, not necessary to invoke 
bole-smelting at all for these times, the three hearths found in Derbyshire (Scarcliffe, 
Hazlewood and Carsington) are all in positions where hand or foot-blast are necessary, 
as is true for Spanish and Greek lead mining sites. 'Why is there no mention of the 
Hazlewood hearth that is now preserved in the Peak District Mining Museum? 
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Although High Tor is an excellent prospect for Roman period working, it has been 
established for some time that the claims of·l952 by various mining engineers were 
based on ignorance and hope, the workings they located were of recent centuries. Care 
needs to be taken, too, of oral traditions of Roman working, there is a suspiciously high 
correlation with the perceived needs of tourism. 

Care needs to be taken in transfering the complex socio-legal circumstances in Iberia to 
Derbyshire. The Iberian mines were worked for silver rather than for lead and copper and 
the state would have had much more reason to be closely involved. The scale of working 
was also much larger. 

On a more positive note, a postulated connection of the East Anglian tribe of the Icenic 
with Derbyshire is likely to be soon dramatically demonstrated, in direct connection 
with the lead industry, following discoveries in France. 

The "Romans in Derbyshire", despite my critism, has much to offer as an introduction to 
lead mining in the Roman period. One thing is certain, there is more to be found out 
yet. 

Lynn Willies 

STOLEN CAVING GEAR 

Have you had any caving gear stolen from your vehicle in South Wales during the last 
3 years? 

Thanks to a local caving club, the police have charged a number of persons with theft 
and they have recovered caving gear and other outdoor equipment worth over £50,000. The 
gear had been stolen from vehicles at places like Dinas Rock, Llangattock, Little Neath 
area car parks, Porth yr Ogof, etc. Some of the gear is marked with names or initials 
but much of it is unmarked. 

If you think that there is a possibility that any of this recovered equipment belongs to 
you, you should contact the police at Merthyr Tydfil, Tel (0685) 2541. 

NEW ATTRACTION AT MASSON CAVERN 

Easter saw the re-opening of the newly refurbished Masson Cavern in the Heights of 
Abraham at Matlock Bath. Up until last year visitors were conducted around by the light 
of traditional ''Tilley" lamps; now the cavern can be seen with the benefit of modern 
electric floodlights that have been installed throughout the show cavern. 

The work, which took place over last winter, bas also included the re-opening of the old 
''Back Entrance" and the installation of a flight of steel stairs, once again al lowing 
visitors to do through trips along the showcave route. 

At the entrance to the Cavern a modern audio-video auditorium has been constructed to 
give the visitors an insight into the history of the Cavern and the Heights of Abraham, 
prior to their conducted tour underground. 

PIT KJSEUM MAY MOVE 

Shortage of money has led to fears that the National Mining Museum at Lound Hall, 
Nottinghamshire, may be forced to move elsewhere 

It has been proposed to transfer the museum to a site at Snibston in Leicestershire. Dr 
Allan Griffin, the.curator, has stressed that the collection has to be kept in one piece. 

Dr Patrick Boylan, Director of Museums and Art Galleries in Leicestershire, is looking 
forward to having the museum transferred to a new multi-pound complex in the county. He 
said "Al though we do not have any date set yet, we are pretty certain to be having the 
Lound Hall collection with us in the near future. We have the space and the resources to 
expand the collection and to develop it as a major tourist attraction". 

(abstract from the Yorkshire Post) 
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UNIQUE QUARRY BECOMES A NATURE RESERVE 

Brown End Quarry. a unique geological site near Waterhouses. is the first new reserve 
announced since the launch of the Staffordshire Wildlife Appeal. Of national . 
importance for it's sequence of rocks and rich selection of fossils, the quarry is also 
an area rich in plants, insects and birds. Already more than fifty different plants have 
been recorded, including an extensive patch of cowslips. Butterflies spotted include the 
colourful Painted Lady, whilst birds like Redstarts and Garden Warblers have been heard 
singing from the bushes. It is the first geological reserve to come under the control of 
the Staffordshire Nature Conservation Trust and only the 46th County Trust Geological 
Reserve in Britain. 

Purchase. of the quarry has been made possible by contributions from a range of bodies, 
including the Nature Conservancy Council, Peak District National Park, Staffordshire 
Moorlands Council and various geological groups. A further t5000 must now be raised to 
enable the Trust to complete the purchase and to carry out essential management and 
public interpretation projrcts, including the removal of debris from the site. 

Brown End Quarry is of great importance to the understanding of geology in Britain and 
has an important role to play in geological research and education. In an area which has 
suffered much limestone quarrying, the purchase will ensure the survival of features 
uncovered by earlier working. 

It is intended that the reserve will be open to visitors, by appointment. by next 
summer. Some time after.this the public will be able to visit freely. Interpretation 
facilities will be installed to aid their understanding of the quarry. 

Hampsancora brownendensis is just one of the many extinct animals represented on the 
site by fossil remains. Its minute, slender fossilized body was found on the reserve a 
few years ago and is named after the site. 

Brown End Quarry is rich in fossils of marine organisms, including corals, brachiopods, 
crinoids and trilobites. Brach_iopods are also known as lamp shells because many look 
like early Roman oil lamps� Oace the most abundant forms of life, they are now much 
rarer, although some modern-day descendents still live around the British coast. 
Crinoids sported five tentacles on the end of their long bodies. They were important in 
the formation of limestone and are today represented by about 700 species worldwide. 
Among the trilobites found at Brown End were a cluster of a previously unknown species 
belonging to a rare genus. 

Brown End Quarry exhibits a sequence of steeply dipping limestone beds thought to be in · 

the region of 335 million years old. They are the oldest rocks in the Derbyshire and 
North Staffordshire region and are unusual in that they are entirely surrounded by 
younger ones. How the rocks on the reserve came to be exposed is not fully understood. 

Due to it's past history as a working quarry, the wildlife interest of the site is still 
developing. More species of wildlife are likely to move in as time goes by, forming an 
increasingly important part of the reserve. 

Brown End Quarry is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

All enquiries re the site should be referred to John Drewett on Sandon (08897) 534. 

MATERIAL FOR THE JANUARY EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The dead-line for material to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter, for 
publication during the first week of January 1988, is 2nd December 1987. 

Copy, articles, photographs etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, 
Staffs, DE12 8NA. Tel. Barton. under Needwood 3315 

or 

Dave Will�ams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Road, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8LX. Tel. Tideswell 871909 
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