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NEWSLETTER No 46 APRIL 1.988 

Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers, please enclose a SAE if 
a reply is required. 

The PDMHS Newsletter does not run a regular advertising service, but such items are 
included on an occasional basis. · No check is made on their authenticity and readers who 
take up offers of books or other itP.ms for sale are recommended to keep details of what 
they have ordered, what payments they have sent and the address to which they have sent 
it. In the event of difficulty, they can then pursue the matter directly with the 
advert! ser. 

QUO WARRANTO 

The last few Newsletters have carried advance information about the celebrations planned 
for the 700th Anniversary of the "Quo Warranto" - the Inqusition of 1288 that wrote down 
for the first time the basic rights of miners and which have since become embodied as 
Barmote Law. This W·ill be the last Newsletter before the main celebrations so please book 
the events in your diary, book your tickets and come along and enjoy yourselves. 

The events start at 10.00am on 20th April with the traditional "knicking" of a mine at 
Gorseydale Mine, Bonsall Moor, CGrid ref: SK250595 or thereabouts>. It is expected that 
there will be a lot of interest in this event, including the press and television, and you 
are advised to get to the site early. At 12.00 noon on the same day the Barmote Court 
will sit at Wirksworth Moot Hall for the customary court proceedings. 

The Winster 700 Courts Society has organised an extensive programme of events from 15th 
to 24th April. These will include a "Hiner in Residence" (thinly disguised as Brian 
Woodall> at the Wirksworth Heritage Centre <Tuesday - Thursday), a talk by the Wirksworth 
Mines Research Group at the Town Hall on Wednesday evening, and a Mayor's Procession, 
Banner Carnival and a Town Crier Competition on 23rd April. And lots, lots more. 

There will be exhibitions during this week at the Library and at the Moot Hall with 
educational activities and a competition for the children. For further information, 
please contact Mrs Leslie Law, Wirksworth Heritage Centre, Wirksworth Town Hall. 
Tel: Wirksworth 5206 or 5225. 

Other events are spread over a longer period of time and include the new Barmaster's 
Office display in the Peak District Mining Museum. This has involved a considerable 
re-arrangement of the ground floor display area to extend the section on Mining Law, the 
work being carried out by the Monday Night Group of volunteers. A formal inauguration 
will take place in Hay although the work in progress can be seen at any time. 

The Derbyshire Museum Service is producing a "travelling display" on the theme "So you 
want to be a Miner". This will explain in wor�s and pictures the varied aspects of a 
miner's life, including, of course, how he was affected by the Barmote Law. The display 
will be on show in the Wirksworth Moot Hall in April, the Peak District Mining Museum in 
May, Derby in July and Buxton in the autumn. Other venues will be announced later. 

The Quo Warranto limited edition medal has almost been fully-subscribed. There are only a 
few left out of the 150 that are being minted. The first medals wil be formally 
presented at the Wirksworth Court on 20th April, the remainder being circulated to other 
subscribers after that date. All orders received up to lst March have been accepted. If 
you have not yet placed an order but wish to aquire one of these medals, please send a 
cheque for £15.00 <payable to PDHHS Ltd> to the Hon Sec, A 'Gillings, 8 Bernard Av, 
Hucknall, NOTTINGHAM, NG15 8DH as soon as possible. 
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INTERNATIONAL MINING LAW HISTORY CONFERENCE 

The conference, to commemorate the 1288 Inquisition of Ashbourne and the confirmation of 
the Derbyshire Lead mining Customs, will be held at the Spring Bank Holiday weekend, 28/29 
May 1988. The programme for the conference is:-

Saturday 28 Max 

0930 James H Rieuwerts 
1 OOO Mi k e G i 1 1 
1030 Lynne Willies 

Coffee 
1130 Robert R Pennington 
1210 Cyril. Hart 

Lunch 
1400 David Elkington 
1440 Gerd Weiserber 

Tea 
1600 
1630 
1700 
1730 

Speakers from the American) 
Society of Mining Law > 

Antiquarians 

Sunday 29 May 

The Derbyshire Laws and Customs 
Grassington and the Customs 
Decline of Derbyshire Customs 

Stannary law 
Freeminers of Dean 

Roman Mining Law 
German Medieval Mining Law 

The Spanish Ordinances for Mexico 
California and the Forty Niners 
Extra-lateral Rights 
Concluding remarks 

There will be excursions to sites of mining law interest, namely: The Barmoot Court at 
Wirksworth, Mandale Mine in Lathkilldale which concerned the 1288 Inquisition, and the 
site of the Magpie Mine murders. 

Own transport will be required but sharing can be arranged. 

There will be a registration fee of £8.00 and this will cover the conference, excursion, 
tea and coffee but NOT accommodation or meals. It will also include entry to the Peak 
District Mining Museum and Temple Mine. 

Early booking is essential. Camping and caravan sites are available in the area and a 
list of accommodation and eating places will be sent on request. 

To book your place at the conference, send your name and address, together with a cheque 
for £8.00 per person (made out to the Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd) to:
Mining Law Conference, Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire, DE4 3PS. 

QUO WARRANTO CELEBRATION DINNER 

The Celebration Dinner will be held at the Fishponds Hotel on Saturday 28th May. The 
Guest of Honour will be the Duke of Devonshire, <The Lord of the Field). 

The dinner will be at 7.30pm for 8.00pm and tickets are available at £9. 00 each. 

Please send cheques for the Dinner tickets, (payable to PDMHS Ltd), to Peak District 
Mining Museum, The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, Derbys, DE4 3NR 

GROOVERS FESTIVAL 

A "Living History" event, the Groovers Festival, is being organised by the Peak Park 
Planning Board at the Magpie Mine Field Centre, <Grid ref SK172682) on Bank Holiday 
Monday, 30th May. 

· 

There will be a variety of displays acting out the everyday stor·y of mining folk 
including, in graphic and gory detail, the Magpie Murders of 1833. There will be 
exhibitions by PDMHS, the County Museums Service, the National Trust, the Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust, local industry etc. The lead miner will be in residence again, there will 
be displays of lead casting and blacksmithing, Bakewell Siver Band will provide the 
musical interludes and there will be the opportunity to join in such traditional 
interludes as welly-wanging, skittles and the greasy pole. A licensed bar has been 
applied for. Refreshments will be available throughout the day. The day will conclude 
around a "Magpie" Bonfire. 
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As far as posible, each group participating will provide their own resourses, the whole 
event being co-ordinated by the Peak Park Planning Board and the Society. There should 
not be too great a work load for any individual but there will be plenty of jobs for 
volunteers, particularly setting up in the morning. There will be an entrance fee to the 
site, <charged on a "per car" basis>, so bring your membership card or this Newsletter 
with you if you want to prove that you are a working volunteer and thus gain free 
admission. 

I. Andy Gillings 

DESIGN FOR THE FUTURE - THE MINING MUSEUM 

The Peak District Mining Musefim opened in June 1978, since when some 300, 000 visitors have 
passed through the doors. 

"Give me your money • • . . .  " 

Alan Mutter launching the "Design for 
the Future" appeal for the 
refurbishment of the Peak District 
Mining Museum during the AGM. Photo by H M Parker 

Some features of the the museum need refurbishing whilst other areas need development. We 
are not short of ideas, which include a new adventure tunnel that emphasises the haz�rds 
of minirig - a tunnel of death - with simulations of dreaded mininig situations. Then there 
is the entrance hall to the museum. This requires a major face lift to attract even more 
visitors. Further displays are also required within the museum to interpret our mining 
heritage. We have the ideas, what we are short of is the money to translate the ideas 
into action. 

A budget estimate for this project is £50,000. We have mamaged to raise this amount 

before and we feel that we can do it again by addressing ourselves to the members of the 

Society, seeking the aid of our co-partners in the Museum <Derbyshire Dales District 

Council and Derbyshire County Council>, Communuity Programme help, M SC assistance, local 

industry, the lead industry as a whole, the Area Museum Service, the Tourist Board and not 

targeting EEC participation. 

We have already started fund raising by approaching Society Members, many of wham have 
given generously. Donors are asked to give a sum of, say, £100, <greater or smaller sums 
would be no less acceptable> in a lump sum or spread over four years, and it would appear 
that an initial target of £2, 000 is realistic. Once a basic fund has been establishedit 
will be possible to generate grant aid finance. 
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" • . . .  and I' 1 1  doub 1 e it!" 

Dr Lynn Willies speaking on "Grant Aid" 
when, with Alan Hutter, he helped 
launch the "Design for the Future" Photo by H H parker 
appea I. 

Member donations can be covenanted over four years. This will attract Inland Revenue 
support and a suitable form ha� been prepared to satisfy the tax authorities and a copy is 
enclosed with this Newsletter. 

Therefore members, dig deep, invest in the future and return the completed form to:
A Hutter, 72 Wolds Rise, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3HJ 

Rowland Smith, the Peak Park publicity 
chief, who, with his wife, was the 
Guest of Honour at the 1987 Annual 
Dinner, proposes the toast to the 
Society. Photo by H H Parker 
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Museum Agent, Evelyn Dixon, collecting 
the Preservation Award on behalf of 
Steve Gould and the Robey Engine 
Preservation Team from Dr T D Ford at 
the Annual Dinner. Photo by H M Parker 

For once Dr Trevor Ford was speechless <well almost! > .  A bewildered but delighted Trevor 

on receiving a surprise conferment of Honorary Life Membership of the Peak District Mines 

Historical Society from the Chairman, Les Riley, at the Annual Dinner. 
Photo by H M Parker 

-5-

I 



Award of Honorary Life Membership to 
long-time member, Neville Gregory. 
Neville <right> could not attend the 
Annual Dinner due to ill health, so 
Chairman Les Riley Cleft) and Secretary 
Andy Gillings presented the certificate 
to Neville at his home. Photo by H M Parker 

MAGPIE FIELD CENTRE 

The Magpie Field Centre is available f or use by all members of the Society. The 
f acilities of f ered, while still primative, are gradually being improved, with f urther 
improvements planned over the next few seasons. 

For security reasons, the Cottage must be kept locked when no-one is on site. The number 
of keys has been kept to a minimum to avoid them being "mislaid" or getting into the wrong 
hands. Members may borrow a key on a short-term basis by contacting one of the f ol lowing: 

T Worthington, 198 Dale Rd, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, Derbys, DE4 3PT 
Tel: Matlock 3907 

L Riley, 

A Gillings, 

13 Boon �ill, Bignall End, Audley, STOKE ON TRENT, Staf fs, ST7 8LA 
Tel: Stoke on Trent 722754 

8 Bernard Av, Hucknall, NOTTINGHAM, NG15 8DH 
Tel: Nottingham 635497 

Peak District Mining Museum 
The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, Derbys, DE4 3NR 
Tel: Matlock 3834 

Please give ample notice of your visit so that arrangements can be made f or you to collect 
the key. If you intend bringing a large party it helps to know well in advance so that we 
can try to avoid overcrowding. 

Non-members of the Society may also use Magpie as guests of members. The members will 
remain responsible f or the key and the security of the cottage. 

Members who use Magpie regularly may request a key on long-term loan from T Worthington. 
All keys remain the property of the Society and a deposit will be charged. This deposit 
is ref undable on the return of the key. 

Andy Gillings 
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SOCIETY MEETINGS 

OLD ASH MINE 

The Management Committee of the Society apologise to Paul Chandler 
the proposed meet at Old Ash Mine, Wensley on 24th January 1988. 
caused by the late receipt of the Newsletter from the printers and 
of the Newsletter by members. 

for the cancellation of 
The cancellation was 
subsequent late receipt 

It is hoped that the meet will be re- arranged later in the year. 

Sunday 19th June 1988 

Clatterway Level and Sough, Bonsall 

Leader: Paul Chand!er 

Meet at 10.30am outside the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath. 

Clatterway Level This section contains "stooping" siz� passage as well as hands and 
knees crawls. It is dry but muddy in places. There are no ladder pitches. 

Clatterway Sough A wet suit is essential for this part of the meet. 
the sough is extremely wet and there are three places where the air 
inches!! There is an optional 30ft ladder pitch within the sough. 

The first part of 
spaces is very low - 6 

Programme for the day It is proposed to visit Clatterway Sough first, have lunch and 
then visit the Clatterway Level. Clatterway Level is the longer of the two trips. A 
change of caving gear is recommended. 

For further information, please contact Paul Chandler on Chesterfield (0246) 220773. 

NEW MEMBERS 

R Joel 
R A  Fellows 
R A Straw 
P L Fairbrother 
D Gale 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

D Cranstone 
N Hardie 
R P H Lamb 
B � M Tildesley 

20 Wrenpark Rd, Wingerworth, Chesterfield, Derbys, S42 6RZ 
"Greengables" Stafford Rd, ·Gt Wyrley, Walsall, WS6 SAX 
"Brookfield" Browning St, Mansfield, Netts, NG18 5PH 
23 Stewart Av, Narborough, Leics, LE9 5LN 
"Westwinds" Lyth Bank, Shrewsbury, Salop, SY3 OBE 

28 Roberts St, Scotswood, Newcastle on Tyne, NE15 6BH 
202 Eccleshall Rd, Sheffield, S11 3SD 
6 The Parklands, Scruton, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, PL7 OQT 
"Penarth" 23 Shrewsbury rd, Egmond, Newport, Gwent 

HAGGS BANK STEWARDSHIP GROUP 

The Haggs Bank Stewardship Group has recently been formed to take care of the 5 acre 
hillside site at Haggs Bank, Nentsberry. Located between Alston and Nenthead, the 
ownership of the site cannot be traced. Local people have always enjoyed access to the 
site. It is much loved for its undulating and varied features and, particularly, for its 
rich flora of over 100 species. 

The site is threatened by the apparant intention of Eden District Council to compulsorily 
aquire the site and institue a reclamation scheme. The intention of the Haggs Bank 
Stewardship Group is to act as a protecting body to look after the interests of the site 
and the public's traditional rights of access. 

For further information contact Dick Phillips CActing Chairman>, Clog Hall, Nentsbury, Via 
Alston, Cumbria, CA9 3LJ. Tel: Alston 81440 
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KNOCKERS ARE ALIVE AND WELL . .. AND LIVING IN BOLIVIA 

We are all familiar with the Derbyshire "knockers". These are the spirits of the mine who 
can lead the way to a new vein and bring good luck to the miner. But if annoyed, and who 
would dare to whistle underground - they can make the vein disappear and threaten the 
miner's very life. To keep the knockers content the old man would leave offerings of 
food and, even today, mine explorers have been known to leave behind a few flakes of Mars 
Bar - just in case. 

I have always thought of knockers as part of an essentially European folk tradition, 
cousins of the Cornish Spriggans and the German Kobolds. A recent exhibition at the Museum 
of Mankind in London that was devoted to "Bolivian worlds - the Art and World Views of a 
Bolivian Mining Community" introduces the knockers South American relation, the Supay. 

The exibition focuses on the beliefs and superstitions of the miners of Oruro which is 
located in the Bolivian Highlands. The modern miners believe implicity in the existance 
of malevolent underground spirits called Supay. Supay, like the knockers, can guarantee 
the miners safety and show them new deposits of ore. Constant offerings have to be made 
and, to this end, images of supay are erected in the underground levels. At the start of 
the shift offerings of cocoa leaves, maize beer and cigarettes are left before the image. 
In times of great hardships a white llama is sacrificed to Sµpay. Supay is the natural 
enemy of Pachamama, the earth spirit, and both are derived from Inca mythology. Today 
they have become incorporated into Bolivian Catholicism as local representations of the 
Devil and the Virgin Mary. 

A sketch of one of the Supay images erected underground. The 
face is brown and the eyes are orange glass. Orange glass 
discs have been set into the cheeks and horns and there is a 
hole in the mouth for cigarette offerings. The torso is draped 
in an orange cloth. The horns belong to the Christian Devil 
but Supay remains an Inca spirit. 

The constant offerings to Supay and the benefits that these may bestow upon the miners 
are summarised by one miner whos says "we eat the miner and the miners eat us". In other 
words, the balance must be maintained and you can't take without giving something back. 
Half a world away the offering of a Mars bar to a Derbyshire knocker echoes the same 
belief. 

John Pickin 
- a -
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NAMHO NOTES 

SRT TRAINING SESSION 

The Cumbria Amenity Trust is organising a SRT Training Session between 8th and 10th July 
1988. The session will be based in Coniston and the aim is for individuals to improve 
their basic SRT techniques. It will be assumed that participants have already had some 
basic experience of the technique. 

Following a session on a climbing wall the techniques will be put to the test on an 
underground visit to one of the Coniston Copper Mines. 

Accomodation is available at the Barrow Mountaineering Club hut or at the adjacent Youth 
Hostel, or the Coniston Camp Site. 

Any persons wishing to attend this session (and to book a place at the bunk house> should 
contact Dave Blundell, 7 Rawes Garth, Staveley, Kendal, Cumbria, LAB 9Qh. Tel: 0539 
821750. 

BIENNIAL FIELD MEETING 

The Biennial Field Meeting is being held in 1988. , The meet will be jointly hosted by the 
Kent Underground Research Group, Subterranea Britannica and the Unit 2 Cave Research and 
Exploration Group. 

The meet will be held in the Kent/Sussex area on the 10th and 11th September 1988. 

Full details will be given in the next edition of the Newiletter. 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1989 

The NAMHO Conference in 1989 is to be jointly hosted by Cumbria.Amenity Trust and Lakeland 
Mines and Quarries Trust. The Conference will be held in the Lake District from the 14th 
- 17th July 1989. 

In addition to the formal presentations it is anticipated that there will be a number of 
visits to mining sites in the area. 

Full details of the Conference will be published as they become available. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM BOKSHOP 

Recent new titles avaible at the Museum Bookshop include:-

"Chalk Mining and Associated Industry of Frindsbury" by A J Pearce & D Long. 
"Lead Mining in Swaledale" by E R Fawcett. Ed Brian Lee. 
"A History of Sygun" by David Bick. 
"The Mines of Newent and Ross" by David Bick. 
"The Copper King" by J R Harris. 

£ 3. 00 
£ 2. 00 
£ 1. 50 
£ 6. 95 
£ 3. 00 

"The Minerals of Cornwall and Devon" by P Embrey & R Symes. <Paperback>£ 9.95 
<Hardback) £19.95 

"Glossary of the Minerals of the Lake District and Adjoining Areas" by BGS. £ 8. 50 
"Views of the Collieries in the Counties of Northumberland and Durham" 

by T H  Hair. <1844> 
"Stone Circles of the British Isles" by Aubrey Burl. 
"Percy's Metallurgy - Vol 1 11 - Lead" 
"A History of the Laws and Customs of the Derbyshire Lead Miner" 

Please add 10% to total cost for packaging and postage. 

£20. 00 
H 1. 95 
£30.00 

Please send a SAE for a full list of the books that are currently available from the 
bookshop. 

Evelyn Dixon, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavil.ion, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, Derbys, 
DE4 3PS 
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PLOUGHING YOUR WAY THROUGH A LIBRARY - THE DEWEY SYSTEM 

Many members who start reseach projects have difficulty in finding their way around the 
mass of books available in public libraries. In an atemot to ease the way for beginners 
the following article was prepared by Hazel Martell BA ALA <Northern Mines) as an 
introduction to the Dewey sytem of classification, with a pointer to the area of mining 
history. The list of references is not complete but it should be enough to get you 
started. 

Melvil Le Dewey, the inventor of the system which carries his name, was
' 

an American who 
lived in the last century. This is why some of the spellings and priorities seem to be 
somewhat strange to us and why his allocation of classification numbers to certain 
subjects seem either over-generous or sadly too few. In the society in which he lived it 
would seem logical to allocate 100 numbers each in PHILOSOPHY and RELIGION and only 10 
numbers to the whole of ENGINEERING. 

His idea was to seperate books into 10 main groups according to subject as follows:-

000-099 
100-199 
200-299 
300-399 
400-499 
500-599 
600-699 
700-799 
800-899 
900-999 

General Works !includes Encyclopedias �Bibliographies) 
Philosophy 
Religion 
Social Scienc!=ls 
Languages 
Pur·e Sciences 
Applied Sciences 
The Ar·ts 
Literature 
Geography/Biography/History 

Each group is then split onto 10 again (and again and again and again!) to give narrower 
and narrower subject groups until eventually specific numbers are allocated to specific 
subjects. For example, the class number for COAL MINING is 622.33, which is made up as 
follows:-

600 
620 
622 
622.3 
622.33 

Applied Sciences 
Engineering 
Mineral Industries 
Mining 
Coal Mining 

Class numbers for other types of mining are made up in a similar way. Examples are:-

Copper Mining 
Lead Mining 
Zinc Mining 
Tin Mining 
Quarrying 
Mines Inspectorate 

622.343 
622.344 
622.3452 
622.3453 
622.362 
622.80902 

Mining History has its own classification and its references will usually be further 
refined according to the county, as in the following examples:-

MINING HISTORY 622.09 

Mining history of Devon 622.094235 
Cornwa 1 1  622. 094237 
Shropshire 622.094245 
Derbyshire 622.094251 
Yorkshire 622.094274 
Argy! I 622.094138 
Dumfries 622.094148 

If you find nothing at these numbers, don't despair. Dewey also allocated numbers for the 
Economic aspect of mining and these are as follows:-
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ECONOMIC HISTORY OF MINING 338. 27 

COAL mining 
GOLD mining 
COPPER mining 
LEAD mining 
ZINC mining 
TIN mining 
LIMESTONE 

338. 272 
338. 2741 
338. 2743 
338. 2744 
338.27452 
338. 27453 

quarrying 338. 2751 

The examples given are not exhaustive and further delving into the DEWEY SYSTEM will 
identify the location of the subject matter which is of interest to you. Do not be too 
surprised if the first library that you go in is not fully conversant with the finer 
points of the system, but persevere, you will eventually succeed. 

Other sections of the Dewey system that may be of interest to Mining Historians include:-

309. 142 
330.942 
331. 7622 
331. 7622344 
331.88 
338. 0942 
385 
383. 5 
553 
554 

609 
609. 42 

658. 922 

Industrial Revolution - Social 
Economic History of Britain 
Ecomonic History of the Working Classes 
Lead Miners in the Northern Pennines 
Union History 
Industrial Revolution - Economic 
Railway History and Economics 
Narrow Gauge Railways 
Economic Geology 
Geology of Specific Areas 
eg 554.245 Geology of Shropshire 
History of Inventions 
Industrial Archaeology of Britain 
eg 609. 4237 IA of Cornwall 
Mining Business Management 

Finally, if you want a specific book which doesn't seem to be in stock, try and give the 

librarian as many appropriate details as po�sible. Thes�_
include Author, Title, Publisher 

and Date of Publication. The
�

fact that it has a red/green/purple cover doesn't matter to 

anybody. 

Hazel Martel 1 

REVIEW OF AIA BULLETINS 

Val 14 No 3 <Summer i987l 

Included in the bulletin is the news that the excavation and restoration of Moira Furnace 
in Leicestershire has won three awards from various bodies. It is good to know that David 
Cranstone, the site archaeologist at Moira Furnace, is now engaged in the excavation·of 
the remains at Killhope Mine Dressing Floor in Upper Weardale. 

There is also a list of twenty six IA societies describing some of their aims and methods. 
PDMHS is included in this list. 

There are various items of news including an account of the opening of the Blists Hill 
Ironworks which is part of the lronbridge complex and is the only plant in the UK actually 
producing wrought iron. There is also details of a working 600hp Cross Compound mill 
engine preserved at Bancroft Mill near Barnoldswick. Details of the Scottish Maritime 
Museum, the Summerlee Blast Furnace project at Coatbridge in Scotland and the Whitchurch 
(Hampshire> Silk Mill project are included. 

Val 14 No 4 <Autumn 1987> 

The major proportion of this Bulletin contains book reviews on such subjects as: 

"Stone and Steam in the Black Mountains" 
"The Merthyr, Tredegar and Abergavenny Railway" 
"Historic Farm Building Study - Sources of Information" 
"Some early Robey Steam Engines" 
"Medieval Engineering in Salisbury Cathedral" 

- 11-
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"Haltings at Salisbury" 
"Swindon Works - Apprentice in Steam" 
"Gloucester & Cheltenham Tramroad and the Leckhampton Quarry Line" 

"The Old Churches of Snowdonia" 
"Preserved Steam Traction" 
"200 years of History and Evolution of Woodworking Machinery" 

"Fencing, a Practical Handbook" 
"A History of the County Surveyor's Handbook" 
"International Register of Historic Ships" 
"Channel Crossing" 
"The Museum Trading Handbook" 
"Dictionary of Leather Working Tools, c1700-1950, and the tools of Allied Trades" 

"Somerset Roads, the Legacy of Turnpikes" 

" Images of Labour" 

There is also a note that work will shortly start on the restoration of the And�rton Boat 
Lift at Northwich. 

Another note details the appointment of the Curator of the National Waterways Museum at 

Gloucester whilst there are mentions of the refurbishment of Scott of the Antartic's ship, 

'The Discovery'
' 

for display at it's original port at Dundee and the opening of yet another 

open air museum project at Summerlee, Coatbridge, Scotland. 

Whilst on the subject at open air museums, there are details at the award of the "European 
Museum of the Year Award" to Beamish Museum. Beamish won the award against over 70 other 
museums from all over Europe. 

The Bulletin terminates with a note requesting information concerning an egg dispensing 
machine at The Wharf, Godalming. 

Anyone requiring any further information on any of these items should contact the author. 

Dave Williams 

PDMHS CANADA TRIP - 1988 

Due to a lack of interest by members, the proposed PDMHS trip to Canada will not take 
place on a party basis. 

Many thanks to those members who returned the questionaires etc to me. 

Chris Bul 1 

OPEN DAYS AT THE BRITISH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY : MAY-OCTOBER 1988 

Following the overwhelming success of these events in 1985 and 1986 Cat Keyworth in 1986 
over 10, 000 people attended the Public Open Day) further Open Days are planned in 1988. 
The theme will be "Geology and You". 

The proposed dates and locations for the Open Days are: 

Aberystwyth July 14, 15 & 16 
Edinburgh October 28, 29 & 30 
Exeter May 12, 13 & 14 
Keyworth May s, 6 & 8 
London <Grays Inn Road) May 20 
Newcastle May s, 6 & 8 

The opening times are 10. 00 - 17. 00 

Described as "splendid examples to the public of geology in action" and as "immensely 
valuable to the profession as a whole", the exhibits, displays and demonstrations on view 
should excite, enthral I, entertain ans enlighten all who attend - and all are welcome. 

For further deatails, <including confirmation of the above timetable) , please contact Dr 
Brian J Taylor, Tel: Keyworth (06077) 6111, Ext 3392. 
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8001< REVIEWS 

"HISTORY OF THE LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF THE DERBYSHIRE LEAD MINERS" by Dr J H Rieuwerts. 
1988, AS paper, 38pp, X1.60 plus 30p post and package. Available from the Peak District 
Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, Derbys. 

1988 marks the 700th Anniversary of Qua Warranto, the inquisition held at Ashbourne by 
order of Edward I to examine the rights and priviliges claimed by the lead miners. It ls 
the first written record of their rights, which had been established, probably in 
Anglo-Saxon times, and which in modified form survive today, complete with the Barmaster, 
th� Barmote Court and Jury. 

Jim Rieuwerts has spent a considerable time researching the early development of the laws, 
as a look through past PDMHS Bulletins will testify, and this is the best summary 
available so far though the topic as a whole still awaits its historian. 

The contents include an outline of the lead industry prior to 1288, and the examination of 
the events which led to the inquisition. A great corpus of detailed law and customs 
developed which can only be summarised - this was the basis of two Acts of Parliament in 
1851-52. 

Also included is a reprint of Edward Manlove's "poem" of 1653 in which the liberties and 
customs were "composed in meeter" for the benefit of the miners. Members of PDMHS will be 
well aware of what "nicking" means - here can be found the origins of the word together 
with a vocabulary that is unique to local industry. The dozen or so illustrations include 
the standard bronze dish that is used for measuring lead ore, presented to the miners by 
Henry VIII, the 18th Century Barmoot Hall, mines and miners and, of course, a photograph 
of a nicking ceremony that was taken earlier this century. 

Lynn Willies 

"THE LEAD MINES OF THE ALYN VALLEY" by C J  williams 1987. 240m� x 185mm paper. 40pp. 
Flintshire Hisorical Society, £2. 50 <£3. 00 by post> , available from the Clwyd Record 
Office, Harwarden or The Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, Derbys. 

This attractively bound booklet is a reprint from an article published by Flintshire 
Historical Society in 1980 and includes some minor additions. It should reach a much wider 
readership. 

The Alyn Valley has been the scene of a great deal of mining activity, involving such 
famous names as John Wilkinson and John Taylor, and famous mines such as Llyn-y-pandy and, 
later, the consolidated Maid Mines and, this century, the Halkyn Deep Level and the sea 
level tunnel to the Halkyn Mines. Steam enthusiasts will find six pirated engines under 
Wilkinson and a further seven engines under Taylor. Water power was also much used, the 
concentration of power was necessary to cope with some of the wettest mines in the UK. 
Smelting only receives a brief mention though a fine illustration on the cover shows both 
mining and smelting works. 

This is a well researched and readable account as befits a professional archivist and is 
illustrated with some well chosen photographs and useful maps, one of the latter for 
Pen-y-fron Mine shows an astonishing use of water power. Mining has given many words to 
the language - the Alyh Valley donates "Loggerheads". 

Lynn Willies 

THE CORNISH ENGINE - A CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF STEAM 

Around 1948 the Cornish Engines Preservation Society helped the Shell Film Unit produce 
this black and white film with sound commentary. It is one of the few films of Cornish 
Engines at work on the mines and it runs for about 30 mins. 

Video copies from an almost brand-new film are now available. Price per copy is £25. 00, 
including p � p and are available in U-Matic; VHS or Betamax format. 

The video is available from: Publications Secretary, Trevithick Society, "Newlands", 
Tarrandean Lane, Perranwell Station, TRURO, Cornwall, TR3 7NW. 
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ACCOMMODATION IN NORTH YORKSHIRE 

Richard Lamb, a PDMHS member who lives in North Yorkshire, has recently started a Bed, 

Breakfast and Evening Meal business catering especially for those who enjoy the study of 

industrial archaeology, ancient monuments and mineralogy. He specialises in lead smelting 

mills and can offer slide shows, detailed intineries, and guided tours at a nominal extra 

cost. 

Richard prides himself on .varied, tasty and wholesome food, served with the appropriate 

wines if required, and he will allow a 10% discount to PDMHS members stayJng more than two 

nights. Please book early to avoid disappointment. 

There are two other B & B establishments in the vilage so parties could be accommodated if 
necessary. 

Anyone wishing to avail themselves of this facility, please contact:- Richard Lamb, 
6 The Parklands, Scruton, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 OQT. Tel:- <0609) 748359. 

PLAQUES, C2ILING ROSES, MOULDINGS ETC FOR SALE 

If any member requires plaques, mouldings, ceiling roses etc for decorative or publicity 
purposes and made from plaster and polyester resin, then contact Richard Lamb. 

These products are guaranteed to be unique, made to order and to the customers own 
design/choice of subject. 

Send details of your requirements to Richard Lamb, 6 The Parklands, Scruton, 
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 OQT. Tel:- <0609) 748359. 

WYTHBURN MINE AND THE LEAD MINERS OF HELVELLYN 

This book, by Alen McFadzean, is the initial publication in what is hoped to become a 
series of works dealing with the the history of the mining and quarrying industries of the 
North West of England. The aim of the publishers, Red Earth Publications, is to publish 
original material relating to mining and quarrying history. 

The book describes how for over forty years the mine was worked from the Thirlmere Valley 
into the flanks of Helvellyn. The author recalls the story of the miners and the manager 
who fought nature and financial hardship only to see their achievements torn down by 
Manchester Corporation and the controversial Thirlmere Reservoir project of the late 19th 
century. 

The book is available to PDMHS members at a 12% disco4nt price of X3.40 +SOp p&p from the 
publishers, Red Earth Publications, 7 Silver St, Marton, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 ONQ. 
Please state that you are a member of PDMHS when purchasing the book to get the benefit of 
the discount. 

IT'S GOING TO BE A GOLD MINE <Abstract from the Cambrian News> 

It is proposed to develop the Clogau Gold Mine complex at Bontddu in North Wales into a 
tourist attraction. 

At a recent public meeting Mr William Roberts, the developer behind the El.SM scheme to 
re-open the workings at Bontddu, the mine which supplies gold for the royal wedding rings, 
outlined his proposals. 

A 30-bedroomed hotel annexe will be built behind the Half Way House together with a 
museum, craft shop, traditional gold and silversmiths and a tourist information centre. 
There would be a 200 space car park and the roadway to the Clogau St Davids mine would be 
improved to allow mini-buses to take tourist up to the mine where they would have the 
opportunity for an underground visit. 

Planning applications had been submitted to the Snowdonia National Park authority. 
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BAR POT 

Following the recent planning application that has been made to install fixed ladders in 
Bar Pot and thus provide a simpler method of entry into Gaping Gill, an informal meeting 
has recently been held between the applicant and other interested parties. 

The meeting was constructive and a number of alternative proposals, in line with the 
intention of the original proposals, were discussed. The applicant tabled an idea for 
6onsultation, the wording of which is: 

"That the feasibility of constructing a new entrance, away from Bar Pot, be investigated. 
This would have the aims of avoiding interference with the existing natural caves and 
caving routes, but allow access to the main chamber, and have minimum effect on the 
underground environment" 

Further talks are to be held in the near future between the Council of Northern Caving 
Clubs, the BCRA and the applicant. In the interim, the applicant has agreed to a deferal 
of the existing application for Bar Pot. 

COURSES AT LOSEHILL HALL. CASTLETON 

Courses being held at Losehill Hall in 1988 and which may be of interest to PDMHS members 
include:-

"Canals around the Peak District" 
"Discovering the Past - Archaeology of the Peak District" 
"Canals and Connections" 
"Caves of the Peak District" 
"Minerals, Rocks and Fossils" 

30th May - 3rd June 
13th - 20th August 
27th August - 3rd September 
23rd - 25th September 
28th - 30th October 

For details of these and other courses, please contact Peter Townsend, Peak National Park 
Centre, Losehill Hall, CASTLETON, Derbys, S20 2WB. Tel: Hope Valley 20373. 

--- - --- ------ --

AT RLSK: A MINER TRADITION <Abstract from the Daily Mail) 

There is more to the proposed closure of the Dilke Maternity Hospital in the Forest Of 
Dean than the loss of a local amenity. It will also mean the end of a 700 year old 
tradition. 

Since the days of Edward I, babies born within the Hundred of St Briavels have inherited 

the right to become Freeminers and to claim and dig for coal on the local Crown land. 

The only maternit� hospital within the Hundred is the seven bed Dilke Hospital at 
Cinderford. About 60 potential Freeminers a year are born at this hospital. 

If mothers have to move out of the area to have their babies it will virtually be the 

end of the Freeminer·s. Only the few babies born at home wi 1 1  qua! ify. The Charter cannot 

be changed. 

In addition to the birth qualifications, the Freeminers have to be more than 21 years old 
and to have worked for a year and a day in a �oal or iron mine in the area. They also have 
to have been registered in the Books of the Gaveller. The Gaveller is the Queen. 

FOR SALE 

MINING, GEOLOGICAL AND MINERAL COLLECTION FOR SALE 

Barrie Macdonald has a collection of books, magazines, guides etc relating to mining, 

geology and mineralogy for sale. He is also selling his collection of minerals (complete 

with cabinets>, binocular microscope and other equipment. 

The collection is very extensive and anyone interested in purchasing any part of thi.s 

collection should contact Barrie to get a copy of the list of books and equipment that is 

tor sale. The address is: 49 Kirkland Road, Leicester� LE3 2JQ and the telephone number 

is Leicester (0533) 827106. 
-15-
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Gas causes near fatality in Welsh Lead Mine CAbsract from Descent Magazine> 

A recent incident with bad air in Cwmystwyth Lead Mine in Mid Wales should be a warning to 
cavers and mine explorers. 

A roof fall in the eastern passage from the first junction on Taylor's Level had sumped 
the passage since the mid 1970's. This fall was dug out in August 1987 and there was a 
slight outwood draught from the blind workings. There was a slight sulpherous taste to 
the air. 

The passage was entered 24hrs after the dig was completed and after 200ft a furthe� fall 
required the explorers to crawl. The leader entered the crawl and after a minute or two he 
became unconscious. The uncoscious man was dragged out of the area and he regained 
consciousness after four or five minutes. 

It is believed that the bacterial action on the iron and organic materials used up all of 
the oxygen in the area. The resultant carbon dioxide dissolved in the water, leaving only 
nitrogen behind. The 24 hours between desumpinge and the entry into the passage allowed 
the atmosphere to mix as far as the constriction. 

Lying in the crawl, the caver would be breathing the atmosphere from beyond the fall and 
this atmosphere consisted of mainly nitrogen. If he had �ot been removed to fresh air 
quickly he would have died in a matter of minutes. 

Diggers in ·both caves and mines should be aware of the danger of encountering oxygen 
depleted atmospheres which give no warning, unlike the presence of carbon dioxide which 
causes panting even at low concentrations. 

"NUCLEAR DUMP" ALARM ON GEOLOGICAL SURVEY <Abstract from the Cambrian News> 

Fears have been raised that a I i I b geo og ea survey now eing carried out in Mid-Wales could 
be used to establish a site for a dump for nuclear waste. Despite a denial that the 
survey had anything to do with the search for dumping sites it has been decided to re-form "Madryn", the anti-nuclear 2roup which opposed nuclear waste dumo orogop�tino in 1QA1. 

--- --- -

AT RlSK: A MINER TRADITION <Abstract from the Daily Hail) 
----

There is more to the proposed closure of the Dilke Maternity Hospital in the Forest Of 
Dean than the loss of a local amenity. It will also mean the end of a 700 year old 
tradition. 

Since the days of Edward I, babies born within the Hundred of St Briavels have inherited 
the right to become Freeminers and to claim and dig for coal on the local Crown land. 

The only maternit� hospital within the Hundred is the seven bed Dilke Hospital at 
Cinderford. About 60 potential Freeminers a year are born at this hospital. 

If mothers have to move out of the area to have their babies it will virtually be the 
end of the Freeminefs. Only the few babies born at home will qualify. The Charter cannot 
be changed. 

In addition to the birth qualifications, the Freeminers have to be more than 21 years old 
and to have worked for a year and a day in a coal or iron mine in the area. They also have 
to have been registered in the Books of the Gaveller. The Gaveller is the Queen. 

FOR SALE 

MINING, GEOLOGICAL AND MINERAL COLLECTION FOR SALE 

Barrie Macdonald has a collection of books, magazines, guides etc relating to mining, 
geology and mineralogy for sale. He is also selling his collection of minerals <complete 
with cabinets> , binocular microscope and other equipment. 

The collection is very extensive and anyone interested in purchasing any part of thi.s 
collection should contact Barrie to get a copy of the list of books and equipment that is 
tor sale. The address is: 49 Kirkland Road, Leicester, LE3 2JQ and the telephone number 
is Leicester <0533> 827106. 
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