
Peak CVistrict c3Jiries G/f istorical �ocietyGLtd. 

NEWSLETTER No 48 OCTOBER 1988 

Should you have occasion to write to any of the Society Officers, please enclos� a SAE if 
a reply is required. 

The PDHHS Newsletter does not run a regular advertising service, but such items are 
included on an occasional basis. No check is made on their authenticity and readers who 
take up offers of books or other items for sale are recommended to keep details of what 
they have ordered, what payments they have sent and the address to which they have sent 
it. In the event of difficulty, they can then pursue the matter directly with the 
advertiser. 

To ALL Members 

Notice is hereby given that the Fourteenth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District 
Hines Historical Society Limited will be held at 5. 30 pm on Saturday 5th November 1988 in 
the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. 

The business to be transacte g will include the ordinary business that is normally 
conducted at the Annual General Meeting and the consideration, and if thought fit, the 
passing o f  the following Special resolution:-

"That Article 4 of the Articles of Association of the Peak District Hines 
Historical Society Ltd shall be ammended such that the Annual Subscriptions 
shal I be:-

Ordinary Member 
Joint Members 
Family Members 
Junior Member 
Institutional Members 

£11. 00 
£13. 00 
£15. 50 
£ 5. 00 
£18. 00 

and shall have effect from the lst September 1989. " 

The Agenda and Balance Sheet will be distributed at the commencement of the meeting. 

By Order 
AM Gillings 
Hon Secretary. 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of Association of the Company, the following 
Directors will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Treasurer 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. One third of the remaining Committee members 

The Committee that was elected at the Thirteenth Annual General Meeting, that was held on 
Saturday 5th December 1987, was as folows: 
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Chairman Mr L J Riley + 

Deputy Chairman Mr R A Chat burn • 

Hon Secretary Mr A M Gillings 
Hon Trea9urer Mr· R Paulson It 

Hon Recorder Mr R Paulson II 

Hon Editor Dr T D Ford II 

Ordinary Members Mr c D Bui l + 

Mr D Cambridge 
Mr J K Gregory 
Mr A \J Porter 
Mr J C Stott 
Mr N G Willers 

Those whose names are marked (11} are retiring as required by the Articles of Association 
and are eligible for re-election. Those whose names are marked <•> are retiring and are 

not eligible for re-election. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society who are aged 18 or over are invited to nominate 
Members of the So�iety Cwho are themselves fully paid up and consent to the nomination) 
for the vacant positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the positions of: 

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
One Ordinary Member 

A nomination form is enclosed for you to use. Any nomination wil I be accepted provided 
that it is in the form indicated. All nominations must be in the hands of the Hon 
Secretary by 22nd October 1988. 

Nominations must be accompanied by a written curriculum vitae for inclusion in the Agenda 
to be issued at the Annual General Meeting. 

Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 

To save postage, nominations for the Committee may be sent with your dinner bookings to Mr 
R. Paulson who will pass them to the Hon Secretary - please do NOT send dinner bookings to 
the Hon Secretary '. 

Andy Gillings 

�EIJ MEMBERS 

8 T Woodhal I 
D M Ward 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Lower Terrace Rd, Tideswel l, Derbys, SK17 8LX. 
62 London Rd, Coalvil le, Leics, LE6 2JA. 

20 Temple Court, Bengeo, Hertford, SG14 3LY. A Farrel 1 
N Laffoley Ashanti Goldfields Corp CGH> Ltd, Diamond House, PO Box 2665, Accra, 

Gwana, West Africa. 
N R Southwick 
C Laidler 

50 Court St, Madeley, Shropshire, TF7 SGD. 
20 Glinton Rd, Creswell, Derbys. 

JUGHOLES MINE WARNING 

Members contemplating a visit to the natural stream passage series in 

be aware that there has been a serious fall at the top of the incline 

pagsage. The area can be by-passed with great care but the whole area 
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down to the stream 

is very unstable. 



ANNUAL DINNER - Saturday Sth November 1988 

The Society Annual Dinner will be held at the Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath, <opposite the 
Peak District Mining Museum), following the Annual General Meeting. 

Pl�ase assemble in the lounge of the Fishponds Hotel at 6.4Spm for Dinner &t 7.00pm 

H E N U 

Egg Mayonnaise 

Soup of the Day 

Roast turkey, chipolata sausage, cranberry sauce 
Chefs selection of vegetables 

Sherry trifle 

Cheese and biscuits 

Coffee or Tea 

Price: E8.75 (exclusive of wine) 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your remittances to Mr R Paulson, 
Holt House, Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 SGQ 

Tick�ts for the Dinner WILL be issued. Postal bookings must be made by 22nd October 1988 
to ensure your place. Per9on&l booklngg can be accepted, provided that 9pace is 

available, up to Wednesday 2nd November, but remember, NO HONEY - NO TICKET - NO DINNER. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year 1988/89 fell due on lst September 1988. 

The subscription rates are: 

Ordinary Members 
Joint Members 
Family Members 
Junior Members 
Institutional Members 

E 9.00 
U0.00 
UL 50 
t 4.00 
U5.00 

Subscriptions not paid now will receive only one further Newsletter and no Bulletins until 
the subscription is paid. If you have not already paid your subscription for 1988/89, 
please do so immediately. 

We accept that some past members may not wish to renew and if you fall into this category, 
we would like to know. Not only does it help us in planning how many Bulletins etc to 
print, Cand, hopefully, minimise our costs>, but we would be interested to know why you 
are not renewing your membership of the Society. 

Please send your subscription cheque/postal order <payable to "Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltdl to the Membership Secretary, Hrs S Rl ley, "The Mount", 13 Boon 
Hill, Bignal End, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST7 8LA. 

WANTED!! - A copy of: "LIFE AND WORK OF NORTHERN LEAD MINER" 

If anyone has a copy of "Life and Work of Northern Lead Hiner" by Raistrick and Roberts -
1984, would they ple�se contact Alan Scragg, 90 Ian Road, Newchapel, Stoke on Trent, 
Staffs, ST7 4PW. Tel: <07816) 5541. 
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FUTURE MEET 

OLD ASH MINE, NEAR WENSLEY Sunday 20th November 1988 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

Old Ash Mine is a relatively easy trip and is almost completely dry. 
but tightish, crawl to be negotiated, a traverse and a short climb. 
optional 20 feet ladder climb to a lower level. 

Meet at 10.30am at the Matlock Railway Station. 

MEET REPORTS 

GLATTERWAY SOUGH AND LEVEL, BONSALL Sunday 19th June 1988 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

There is a short, 
There will be an 

The sough was visited first, the entrance to �hich is in the middle of a pretty flowered 
garden. Eight members braved the very wet Sough Level and fortunately, due· to & recent 

dry spell, there was plenty of airspace in the wet section, namely 6 inches of air space. 
ln wet weather the airspace reduces to 2-3 inches. 

Beyond the wet part of the Sough, the Sough level eventually dries out. Numerous upward 
shafts are passed under before the level ends at a backfilled forefield. 

Just before the forefield is reached there is a passage to the left which, after crossing 
one shaft in the floor, continues on to end at a further shaft in the floor. This shaft 

was descended by a number of the people in the party to a short lower level. A side 

passage, which was situated between the two floor shafts, was explored for about 100 feet 
to a dead end. 

After lunch the Clatterway Level was visited by 7 members. The Clatterway Level is quite 
complex consisting of about 1000 feet of pipe workings. The party entered the level by 
the lower entrance and emerged at the upper entrance which had been laddered beforehand. 

Paul Chandler 

KNOTLOW MINE, MONYASH Sunday 17th July 1988 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

Fifteen members and gu€sts attended this underground meet. The meet was split into three 
different trips, namely Knotloww Mine Climbing Shaft, Knotlow Mine Engine Shaft and 

Hillocks Mine. 

The leader, Paul Chandler, and three members went down the Knotlow Mine Climbing Shaft 

route. After negotiating the first and second pitches the third pitch reached. This 

third pitch lands in the Waterfall Chamber and is very wet on the bottom half of the 
pitch. From the Waterfall Chamber, where the Knotlow Hine Engine Shaft comes in, all at 

the water flows off into a superb 500 feet long coffin level, which gets quite wet towards 
the end. The coffin level ends at the bottom of the Crimbo Hollow Engine Shaft and from 

this point three passages radiate off. 

Firstly, a short but quite large passage leads to a further large diameter engine shaft. 
Secondly, a further coffin level, which takes all af the water, which leads to the Crtmho 
Swallow and Crimbo Pipe. Thirdly, the very large Chapel Dale level. All three passages 
were visited before we made our way back to the surface, climbing back up the three l&dder 

pitches. 

The largest party went down and up the Knotlow Mine Engine Shaft (210 feet deep) using 
Single Rope Technique CSRTI. During the day there were three SRT ropes hung down the 

engine shaft. This party also visited the passages off the Waterfall Chamber. They also 
visited Heccano Passage which, when it is not collapsed, connects with Hillocks Hine. 

The third party of four members visited Hillocks Mine. 

Paul Chandler 
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JUGHOLES MINE Sunday 14th August 1988 

Leader: Mick Straw 

A party of 21 members and friends gathered at "Jug holes lay-by" for a scramble In the mud 
of this popular mine. Included in the party was a New Zealander who was holidaying In the 

UK.and who had been invited on the trip as a result of a visit that he had made to the 
Peak District Mining Museum. 

Having rigged the exit, the party entered the mine via the "oil drums" and began threading 
their way through the various boulder chokes and along slippy traverses between the main 

chambers. Eventually everyone surfaced in the main entrance cavern. 

Host of the party then prepared to descend into the stream passage section of the mine. 
Unfortunately, after the short ladder pitch descent into the system a major fall and area 
of unstable ground was encountered. The trip was aborted at this stage. 

Hany thanks to Hick for organising this meet and to the members and friends who turned out 

to ens-ure the success of the meet. 

\oles Taylor 

CHANGED TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Please note the following new telephone numbers for the Peak District Mining Museum and 
Committee Members. 

Peak District Mining Museum 
R Paulson 
T D Ford 

T J lolorthington 

L H lolillies 

A J Hutter 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Office 

Home 

Matlock 583834 
Matlock 534775 

Leicester 523812 
Leicester 715265 

Hallock 583907 
Matlock 584322 
Hallock 584468 

Congratulations to our Chairman and Membership Secretary, Les and Sue Riley, on the birth 
of their second son, Samuel John, on 12th July 1988. 

DCA HANDBOOK 

The new DCA Handbook, "Derbyshire Caving 87" has now been published. It includes 
information on site ownership, legal and insurance matters, conservation and SSSl's, and 
the Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation. It also gives details of access arrangements for 
selected mines and caves in Derbyshire and the nearby Alderley Edge area. The booklet 
costs £1.00 and is on sale in caving shops and similar outlets. 

CLATTERWAY LEVEL 

Paul Chandler has recently established a through trip for Clatterway Level. This through 
trip was used for the recent PDHHS meet at Clatterway. 

The Grid Ref for the Clatterway Upper Entrance is SK282578 and that for the Clatterway 
Lower Entrance is SK283577. 

The Upper Entrance is a 40 feet d eep shaft which is blocked at the bottom but has a !eve: 
off about half way down. This level leads to a free climbable shaft of 12 feet which, in 
turn. leads into Clatterway Level pipe workings and which eventually lead through to the 
Clatterway Level iower entrance. 

1n� throu�h trip can only be undertaken one way unless the upper entrance is ladder0d 
betorehand. 

For more inrorir.ation, please CDritart. f'au: Chandler, Tel: Cheslerfie!1 '024oi 22')T!3. 
-
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COURSES 

Minerals, Rocks and F'ossils 

This course is being held at the Peak National Park Study Centre at Losehil I Hall, 
Castleton from 28th to 30th October 1988. I t  is introduced ac• 

"The Carboniferous Limestones, Sandstones and Shales found in the Peak District produce a 
wealth of minerals, fossils and con�rasting landforms. This residential course looks at 

the limestone area in detail. F'ield visits, evening talks and practical work will offer 
the opportunity to discover much about the geological story of the Peak District. Al I 

sessions will be led by experienced tutors. The weekend is designed for anyone with an 
interest in geology, or lapidary or just in love with the Peak Distrlct." 

Further information is avai !able from Peter Townsend, Losehi l l Hal l , Castleton, Derbys, 
S30 2\JB. Tel: <0433> 20373. 

Lead Mining and Smelting in the Castleton Area 

This is a day school to be held at the Hope Valley College on 19th November 1988. I t  is 

being organised by the Division of Continuing Education at Sheffield University and the 

speakers and guides wi I l be Dr T D F'ord, Dr J Rieuwerts and Dr L I.Jill ies. 

The morning session will discuss the state of current research on this area of great 
geological and mining interest. The afternoon wil I be spent touring the area. 

The fee will be £7.00, including a buffet lunch. Bookings, quoting Course No 88/431DS and 

making cheques payable to "The University of Sheffield", may be made to The University of 
Sheffield, Division of Continuing Education, 85 Wilkinson St, Sheffield, SlO 2GJ. Tel: 
(0742) 768555 Ext 4920. 

THE GEOLOGISTS ASSOC I ATION NORTH STAF'FS GROUP 

The Group organise many field trips and meetings. A Bulletin is also published on a 

regular basis. 

Far further information please contact the Secretary, Jill Smethurst, 11 The Dingle, 
Haslington, Crewe, CIJ1 1RT. Tel: <0270) 582818. 

BULLET I N  REV I EWS 

Bulletin ot the Association for I ndustrial Archaeology - Vol 15 No 2 

This contains a major essay entitled � I ndustrial Archaeology &s Historical Archaeology� 

which is illustrated by photographs depicting the author's <Marilyn Palmer) interest in 
Mineral Processing. 

There is reference to the closure of the colliery and workshops which once served the Earl 
Fltzwil Iiams collieries at Elsecar near Barnsley. This are& contains the 1794 Ne wcomen 

eni:i i ne whi eh i
'
s the last to surv 1 ve in s itu. I t  was damaged 1 n 1953 and may have been 

deteriorating since. English Heritage are believed to be 1ve�tigatin£ it's conservation 
and possible restoration. 

There are also references to the Museums of Framework Knitting at Ruddington <Notts) and 
at Wigston Magna !Leicsl, the Heritage Brewery Museum at Burton on Trent and the Etruria 

I ndustrial Museum at Stoke on Trent. 

There is also & small article on the 250th Anniversary of Wilsons and Co of Sharrow, 
Sheffield. This is a company which specialises in the grinding of snuff and, apparentlv, 
the best results are obtained on mills which are still powered by a waterwheel. 
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Bulletin of the Association for Industrial Ar chaeology - Val 15 No 3 

The main article in this edition is on cast iron gravestones. 

There is a report that cuts in the budget of Sheff ield City Council mean that there is a 
danger that Shepherd \Jheel, a cutlery grinding workshop dating from 1584, wi 11 be for ced 
to close to the public. Also at risk is the continued steaming of the River Don Engine at 
Kelham Island Museum. The River Don Engine, at 12, 000 HP, is an impressive sight. 

The Globe I.larks, Penistone Rd, Sheffield, one of the last sooty black buildings in 
Sheffield, has been given a grant by English Heritage to enable it to be r estored. It was 
built in the 1820's and has a listed facade. 

lt is reported that the Dudley Canal Trust is preparing plans to use par t of the Dudley 
Limestone Mines as a r esturant. This was last done by the Earl of Dudley who held lavish 
parties underground in the 19th Century. 

ln Scotland the Birkhill Fireclay Mine at Bo'ness has been opened to the public. Tel: 
(0506) 825855. 

There is a report on the continuing activities of David Cranston in the North of England. 

Further infor mation on the AIA Bulletins may be obtained from Dave \Jil Iiams. 

Technical Speleological Group Journal No 13 

This edition contains articles and surveys which are of interest to mining historians. 

There 19 an article and survey on ttNeptune" Mine in Cressbrookdale. The name "Neptune" 
for this mine has been used in PDMHS Bullet in Vol 7 No 2 Pg 113 and Jim Rieuwerts ref ers 
to Neptune Vein in his r ecent book on Derbyshire Soughs. There never was a Neptune Mine 
in any of the production fjgures from 1735 to 1868 nor does it appear in the Mineral 
Statistics. However, a freeing of the llth november 1845 in Br ooke-Taylor L 18 describes 
the four veins and forty three meers of Ney Green title which fits the area exactly. 

A f urther article and survey relates to Within Wall Mine near Silly Dale at Great Huck low, 
which also r efers to the nearby Who Can Tell Mine. 

Further details can be obtained from John Beck, Glebe Cottage, Eyam. 

OLDHAM T3-CELL SAFETY VALVES 

Some Oldham type T3 eel Is issued since i986 may have a f aulty vent plug, 

The cells have a smokey-grey transparent body and may have "Oldham Type T3" embossed on 

the casing. The faulty valves are a one-piece construction with a black top standing 
proud of the cell body. If the 0 - r ings become unseated one may block the vent and this 
could cause the cell to explode when it is being charged. 

Replacement valves are available and these can be r ecognised by the opaque white top with 
a small black rubber blow-off cap fitted. These should be available from any caving shop 
which sells the eel ls. 

It should be noted that the valves are fragile and should not be over-tightened or they 
may break. 

HAZLEBADGE CAVE, BRADWELL 

It has r ecently been announced by Leicestershire Speleological Association, who control 
access to Hazlebadge Cave, that due to the severe deter ior ation of the condition of the 
mine in recent year·s, the mine will remain closed to all for the for eseeable future. 

_--,_ 



MUSEUM REPORT 

Following the excitement earlier In the year with the Royal visi t and the Hini112 Law 
Seminar, we can now cume down to earth again hoping for a very busy summer. 

We hope that the re-development of the entrance hall will start in the autumn and the 
regular volunteers will be busy completing some of the work which was started earlier In 

the year. 

The Lead Development Association has provided several panels of photographs which show the 
modern use of lead and some additional items for the display cabinets. 

The Museum is becoming known worldwide although this does not help to increase the number 
of visitors. The Mining Magazine published a report of the Mining Law Seminar In �he July 
1988 edition. The report mentioned that the Museum stocked the paperback version of De Re 
Metal Ilea with th� result that requests for copies have been received from Australia. 
Chile and Norway. 

The bookshop continues to have a good stock of mining and geology books. We always like 
to hear of new titles which might interest members. 

We are losing weekend volunteers faster than we are getting new helpers. If you would 
like to help and live close enough to the Museum, please let me know. It is a good way to 
meet members who often drop in at the weekends. 

Evelyn Dixon 

BOOKS IN THE PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM BOOKSHOP 

The following is a selection of specialist books available from the bookshop: 

Mining Facsimiles reprint of Geological Survey Memoir Vol viii - Iron Ores - Haematites ot 
West Cumberland, Lancashire and the Lake District. £15.50 

Ob9e�vations of the West of England Mining Region by J H Col I ins 1912, a reprint by 
Cornish Mining Classics. 

Twelve Parts of Derbyshire - a long descriptive poem by Edward Boeden Thomas 

E17.95 

£ 9.95 

A Bibliography of the History of British Metal Mining by Roger Burt and Peter Waite � 0.95 

BOOK REVIEWS 

"The Abandoned Hines of West Carbery" by D Cowman and TA Reilly 177pp, 40 figs. 
Published by Geological Survey of Ireland. Cost £7.00. 

At long last the old metal mining areas of Ireland are starting to receive the detailed 
attention of mining historians. This wel 1 researched book covers the fascinating 
histories of the numerous small copper mines of the West Carbery district in Cork, SW 
Ireland. 

After touching on the Bronze Age m1n1ng pedigree of the area the bulk of the book deais 
with the nineteenth century history. The sincere early pioneering efforts of Colonel Hal I 

soon gave way to the frauds and swindles which characterised al 1 too many of the mining 
ventures. The districts place within Irish metal mining history is clearly described but 
greater reference to the strong parallels in Wales and English mining history, which a1so 
suffered greatly from fraud, would have been a useful addition. 

The authors have dealt with the difficult task of dealing with the overlapping histories 
of many small and medium sized mines Interest ls maintained In many of the compsnv 
histories by lively aescr1ptions or various colourful persona!ilies a� well as th� 

tragedies of the tamine years. 
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The book contains numerous ii lustrations of mine plaDS and sketches of mining remains. 
The excel lent hibliogrpphy shows the depth ot the research. Although the book contains 

items aimed at the general r-e.ader, the bulk ot thi:- te11t will have gr·eat <1ppi:-<1l to ;:iii 
mining historians who wish to broaden their horizons. 

RA Williams 

"The Hidden Side of Swaledale" by Jahn Hardy Published by Frank Peters, Kendal. £9.95 

This is a beautifully produced book, as one would expect from Frank Peters. Its large 
format and quality paper does justice to the colour photographs of surface scenes around 
the mines� These superbly convey the sul Jen somnolence which is Swaledale. 

The aut�or's style is in the genre of �nid Blyton's "Famous Five <Go Hine Exploring>" 
books. What a pity that he did not trouble to research his subject properly. Jn the 
second sentence, one is amazed to learn that in 1778 "the Swaledale orefield • . .  appears 
to have been leased to the London Lead Company". Nonsense. Despite his acknowledgement 
of Raistrick and Jennings, the author has clearly failed to comprehend their work. He is 
oblivious to the existence of other published mining history and his poor grasp of the 
wider subject manifests itself in the misuse of very specific terms such as broadgauge and 
watered-out. Another example is the claim that Water Blast Shaft got its name from an 
accident when 24 mineres were killed after blasting into underground water! 

The list of misinterpretations is long, but those associated with the Hard Level - Brandy 
Bottle complex disregard previous writers almost completely, even when his explorations 
may have something to add. 

Whilst the book does not pu�port to be a detailed m1n1ng history, it does recount, in 
graphic detail, the exploration of Swaledale Hines. The author admits that he and his 
brother had no experience of this and the narrative makes it clear that they never gained 
much. The book carries no warning against emulating their follies - and there are many. 
There is no mention of common hazards, such as bad air, and their first descent, o·f an 
eighty foot winze, on a rope ladder was done without a lifeline! 

The tenor of this book is, therefore, highly irresponsible, but its high qua! ity 
production will give it a spurious authenticity which will make it attractive to the 
public. What is worse, after reading it, they too may be tempted to indulge in such 
fantastic trips. It is to be hoped that no respectable stockist of mining history books 
will give "The Hidden Side of Swaledale� shelf space. 

Mike Gill 

"Observations on the West of England Mining Region" by J H Collins Reprinted by Cornish 
Mining Classics, Redruth. Case bound, 700 pages, price £17.95. 

This book, which has become a standard reference work since its' publication in 1912, is a 
comprehensive record of Geology, Mining History and Mineralogy in Cornwall, Devon and 

Somerset in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Long out of print and sought after by 
students and collectors alike, it is divisible into three distinct sections. 

1. A discussion of the general aspects of geology, granite intrusions, faulting, 
different types of lodes and their characters, detrital ore deposits and so on. 

2. Descriptions of the mining districts with accounts of the history of the more 
important mines. 

3. An important alphabetical list of mines containing details of the histories, 
production statistics etc. 

The price of this reprint makes one wonder as to why some other recent reprints have been 
so highly priced. 
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"A Bibliography of the History of British Metal Mining" by Roger Burt and Peter Waite. 
Published by the University of Exeter in conjunction with the National Association of 

Mining History Organisations. Price: £0.QS 

This is the first complete bibliography of recent literature relating to the history of 

metal mining in Britain. It includes references to around five hundred books, a hundred 
university theses and nearly two thousand articles drawn from over three hundred different 
journals and periodicals. It is arranged on a regional basis and there are sections for 
all of the ma jor mining districts of England, Wales, Sc otland and the Isle of Man. 

The volume provides an invaluable guide tor newcomers to the subject as wel I as 
established researchers. This bibliography contains the only complete listing of PDMHS 
pub I i  ea ti ons. 

WANTED - A TROPHY CLEANER 

I am sick and tired ot the sight of the Three Mines Chai lenge Trophy. It is an 

inconvenient shape that gathers dust and retains it in a most obstinate way. Wor·se still, 

perhaps, than that, it bears a strange resemblance to a certain Adrian Pearce. 

In October 1984 a group of PDMHS stalwarts, with Mr Pearce partiall y at the helm, realised 

a life-time ambition and founded the Three Mines Chai lenge. The ob ject was to visit three 
mines, Jugholes in England, Barjarg in Scotland and Cwmystwyth in Wales, all wittiin 24 
hours. 

In August 1985, (exactly three years ago>, rising to the bait at fame and glory, three 
other lunatics, <Adrian Farrel, Dave Gordon and Colin Faullrnerl, knocked three hours off 

the previous modest time and thus "captured" the trophy. It has plagued us ever since. 

The rules have always been that you should complete a round trip from the Pavilion at 

Matlock Bath by visiting all three mines faster than the previous record to become holders 
of the trophy. This is, perhaps, inadvisable in view o f  speed limits and safety. ln any 

case, it would be nice to be able to spend some time exploring the mines rather than 

dashing in and out again. 

Consequently, we <or rather ll, have decided that it is only necessary t o  complete the 
challenge within 24 hours to acquire the trophy. This will make the cha I lenge easier and 
more pleasant. 

For details of the mine9 and how to prove that you have completed the challenge, please 

contact me, Adrian Farrel, 20 Temple Court, Bengeo, Hertford, SG14 3LY. 

Apart from being fun and a fairly silly thing to do, you will get to visit three 
interesting and .thoroughly different mines. Surely there is someone with a �park o f  

adventure out there. 

Adrian Farrel 

BAR POT 

It is now 12 months since a planning application was submitted to the Craven District 
Counci 1 relating to a proposal to fix permanent ladders in Bar Pot, which ig part ot' the 
Gaping Gill System, to enable easier access to be gained into Gaping Gill by adventure 
parties. There was a tremendous amount of opposition to this proposal, not al l of the 
opposition coming from the caving fraternity. 

Fol lowing much debate between all of the interested parties it has been announced that the 
planning application has been withdrawn by the applicant. No reason for the withdrawal 
has been given and no assurance has been given that a similar application will not be made 
in the future. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO CAPTAIN QUIRK? 

One of the characters who emerged at the NAHMO Conference that was hosted by PDMHS in 1985 
was Davia Quirk. David Quirk went on the underground trips every day o f  the conference 
and claimed notoriety by his ab!lilty to almost get left underground when winches were 

dismantled or other accesses were closerl off, It was at this time that he was nickname� 

�aptain Uu!rk as it was believed t�dt he had supernatural powers that wouiJ enable n1� �o 

be beamed up to the su.ta·::e if he had beeri. locked uno�rgr-.:iund, as haopf'nt?ci �c some f-'�, ·� 
members �t •he iollowtng N���U �onferenc? i� Corn•d' l. 



A sharp- eyed member, Liz Bates, spotted the f ollowing reference to David in a motorcycle 
racing magazine: 

David Quirk PhD, a geology lecturer from Cheltenham, joined the 80cc club this season 

after leaving his former sport of Kart racing for two wheels. Although he is a lecturer, 

he is about to take up a post with Shell in Holland and wil I commute each weekend to race 
his 80 in the UK. 

WELSH INTERLUDE 

Back in the days of the Three Mines Challenge we, that is Colin Faulkner, Adrian Farrel 
and myself, had had a brief glimpse of the glories of Cwmystwyth. This year we decided to 
take a closer look and so we set out for a couple of days sightseeing. The odd thing 
about Wales is that although most of its CAVES are jealously locked and guarded, its mines 
just seem to have be�n left alone for the casual visitor to marvel at. 

We had some mouthwatering descriptions of a number of trips suggested by Rob Jones of 
Aberystwyth Caving Club. Apparently ACC are about two thirds of the way through a survey 
of Cwmystwth which they hope to publish soon. We also had the very useful ttQld Metal 
Mines of Mid- Walestt series by David Bick. 

Arriving in Brecon rather late on Sunday, we decided to ease ourselves in with a little 
cave. Craig-y-nos Quarry Cave, picked almost at random from the book, is a nice little 

phreatic collection exposed in a quarry near Dan-yr-ogof. This cave contains the nastiest 
squeeze I have yet negotiated, together with a lot of rabbit bones. 

On Monday we decided to really get to grips with Cwmystwyth Mine (GR SN8074l. We started 
by setting out on a surface walk, complete with Rob Jones' itinerary. The complex is so 

vast that we didn't really cover half of the ground. The small hippy colony in residence 
seemed to be looking after the site quite well, although some of the pits are filling up 
with �nteresting sections of cut-up cars. We wasted a lot of time trying to identify the 
timbered adit which was on fire the last time we were there. We think it was probably 
Mitchell's Level, since run in. By 3. 00pm we felt sufficiently embarrassed by our own 
lethargy to want to go underground. 

We went back into Bonsal I's Lefel Fawr, the main adit and the scene of our Three Mines 
dash (do not confuse with Lefel Fawr mines f urther down the valley). ln five hours we 

probably saw about half of this one section. It is a dry trip except for the entrance 
which is knee deep in water. We spent three hours in the East Stopes, a complex of false
f loored stopes with some fixed ladders, a plank bridge and a number of scree slopes of the 

sort yours truly prefers to avoid. There are several routes, al I of which interconnect 
in unexpected ways. As time was progressing I was volunteered to go and look for 

accommodation whilst Adrian and Colin descended the famous timber incline to the 1200 feet 
of large, fairly boring passage below. Apparentl y there are more delights for those 
prepared to climb UP the incline but we declined this attraction. 

The first visit on Wednesday was to Ys trad Einion <GR SN709939l. From the thoughtfully 

provided car park it is up to the adit and, suddenly, the well-preserved underground water 
wheel, (illustrated in TOMMMW, part 3, Page 44>, is revea·Jed. Theere is not a lot else to 
see underground but the nearby surface remains are quite impressive. A through trip ts 
possible by following the f orestry road for about lOOm to a shaft and then abseiling down 
into the mine. 

The adit to this mine is "gatedtt with wire mesh - bend it back into place after passing 
the ttgate". 

Onward now to Bwlch Glas <GR SN710876l. The mine buildings, modern, fairly extensive and 
interesting, are not shown on some editions of the OS Maps and care should be taken to 

take the correct access track to the site. (Use the now metal led valley road). As the 
party was now down .to two members it was decided not to explore underground. The workings 

contain an interesting underground headgear and cages, (illustrated in TOMMMW, part 3, 
page 35). 

From this site there is a superb view up the valley to Hafan, with !ts striking incline. 

- 1 1-



It was now back to Cwmystwyth to do some more surface exploration. The map of the 
Cwmy�wyth Surtace ln TOMMMW, part 1, page 2i ls now rather out-of-date, although still 
very helpful, and we wanted to check some of the details. One of the tent-dwellers on 

the site is very interested in the mining activities of the site and he pointed out 
features which we may have otherwise missed. 

The additions to the map of Cwmystwyth in TOMMMW, part 1, page 21, that we noted are:-

1. The obvious incline up the west bank of the stream close to Adit N 
2. Adit N run in 
3. Adit M run in 
4. Promising adit to west of OH uphill from Adit M 
5. Adit GL run in 
6. -Adit KS run in 
7. Adit PE also known as Crossroads Level 
8 . . .  Adit T (brick arch> scene of the recent Nitrogen poisoning scare - right hand 

passage at first crossroads had bad air resulting in unconr.iousness without 
warning 

9. Adits to the east of Nant-yr-onnen stream not examined 
10. All other adits appear to be open 

Wednesday was a gentle "tourist" day as we made our way out of Wales on route to home. 
First it was Strata Florida Abbey where the Abbey Consols Mine is located just across the 
river from the uninteresting ruin of the Abbey. On the mine site there are four shafts, 
two of which look very unstable, a wet adit and an interesting wheelpit. 

At the National Trust's gold mine at Dolaucothi there is an interesting underground tour 
and a marked trail around the surface remains. There are also extensive exhibits near to 
the entrance <winding gear, cages etc) moved to the site from a "metal mine in North 
Wales" in 1987. 

There ls a lot to see in this part of mid Wales and it would be all ta easy to spend a 
week at Cwmystwyth itself. There is plenty of accommodation in the area, ranging from 
primative camping at Cwmystwyth, through proper camp sites in the nearby valley to 
numerous B�B establishments in the area. 

David Gordon 

THREAT TO THE "BLUE JOHN" JEWELLERY BUSINijSS (ab�traot from the Sheffield 
Star) 

I t  thas been stated that the reserves of Blue John, the semi-precious stone that is.unique 
to the Castleton area of Derbyshire, could be exhausted within 20 years. 

The mineral is only found at the Treak Cliff Cavern and the extraction is limited to about 
half a ton per year due to it's scarcity. As a result, it is believed that recent thefts 
ot Blue John jewellery from shops in the Castleton area have been taken for the mineral, 
not the gold mountings as was first thought. 

Despite the unique appearance of the mineral, which means that any item of jewellery can 
be traced back to any of the 14 veins from which it is mined, one school of thought is 
that the jewellery was stolen to order and that someone is building up a collection of the 
stone. 

MATER I AL FOR THE JANUARY ED I T I ON OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The dead-line for material to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter, due for 
publication during the first week of January 1989, is 4th December 1988. 

Copy, articles, photographs etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, 
Staffs, DE12 8NA. Tel. Barton under Needwood 713315 

or 

Dave Wil I iams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Road, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8LX. Tel. Tideswel I 871909 
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