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NEWSLETTER No 51. JULY 1989 

GOOD NEIJS 

Some time ago, <Newsletter No 44), we had to publish the unpleasant news that w� could not 
let members into the Peak District Mining Museum or Temple Mine free of charge if we were 
to benefit from the tax re covered from covenanted subscriptions. 

lt is with particular pleasure that we can now announce that the 1989 Finance Act has 

altered the rules. Members of conservation and heritage organisations <such as PDHHS> 

will be allowed to visit their properties free of charge, without this being regarded as a 

"benefit" by H M Inspector of Taxes. 

so roll up all members. Corne and visit the Museum and Temple Hine! 

The rule applies equally to members who don't pay their subscription under a Deed of 

Covenant and those who do. If you pay Income Tax and have not already signed a Covenent, 

then do so now. It will cost you nothing but it will add a further £3.67 - or more - to 

the Society funds. There is a covenant form with the subscription renewal form enclosed 

with this Newsletter. 

DEVELOPMENT OF DERWENT GARDENS, MATLOCK BATH 

The Derbyshire Dales District Council are becoming increasingly concerned at the heavy 

maintenance costs of the Pavilion building. They are, therefore, looking at ways of 
mitigating these costs. They olso feel that the Derwent Gardens to the south of the 
Pavilion do not realise their potential as a prime site near to the centre of Matlock 
Bath. The Council have decided to invite proposals from commercial developers for a 
redevelopment scheme for the whole of the Derwent Gardens and Pavilion site. 

A development brief has been drawn up and this is being distributed to interested 
developers. It is intended that the development should be a prestige leisure/tourist 
oriented scheme, aimed at improving the image of Matlock Bath. The brief is quite clear, 
however, that certain facilities must be retained, (either on the existing site or 
elsewhere), and the Peak District Mining Museum is one of these facilities that must be 
maintained. 

In view of the major impact that any such development will have on the Museum, the 
Society's other activities on the site and at the nearby Temple Mine, a sub-committee has 
been established to oversee the effects on the Society's interests of this proposed 
development. One of the first tasks of this sub-committee was to draw up a list of 
facilities that the Society would want to see in a revamped or rebuilt Museum to ensure 
that when the development is complete the Society has a Museum that is as good as, or 
better than, we have at the present time. It is essential that it has the potential to 
carry on and remain a financial success. The Society will be engaging professional 
legal representation to ensure that we negotiate on equal terms with the developers. 

At present, potential developers are submitting outline designs to the Council. The 
Council wil then select a suitable scheme. Following the necessary legal precedures, 
including planning consent, construction work could start next year. 

Obviously, it would be foolish to start work on the Museum Development that was proposed 
at the 1987 AGM. Money promised to the Museum Development Plan has, therefore, been held 
in reserve until it is clear what will happen to the Pavilion building. The sub-committee 
has made it c 1 ear that this money will be used to enhance the Museum, it will not be used 
to finance any work which should be paid for by the development company concerned. 

Andy Gillings 
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DRY STONE WALLING 

The weekend of 22nd/23rd April was a busy one for Magpie Mine Field Centre. A group from 
Amersham paid one of their regular visits, using the cottage as a base for walking and 
mine exploration trips, and Northern Mine Research Society included Magpie in their 
Derbyshire intinerary on the Saturday. 

The biggest impact, however, was made by members of and students of the Dry Stone Walling 
Association. Some 20 w�ll builders started work by totally demolishing a twenty yard 
length of boundary wall - not a dificult task considering the state of the wall! The 
awesome task of rebuilding this wall in a straight line and standing upright was achieved 
by Saturday evening and the team left, eager to return and complete another twenty yard 
stint on the Sunday. Unfortunately the tra ditional Magpie weather took over with four 

inches of overnight snow completely burying the spare stones and making wall building 
impossible. 

The Magpie site has nearly three -quarters of a mile of boundary stone wall. This gives 
plenty of scope for budding wall builders (and experts!) to practice on. 

Another visit by the Derbyshire branch of the Dry Stone Wal ling ABsoctatlon Is planned tor 

30th September/lst October so why not come along, learn a skill and help towards the 
upkeep of Magpie. There will be no charge but please contact me <Tel: Nottingham 635497) 
to confirm the date etc. 

Our thanks go to everyone who helped, particularly to the instructors who made sure that 
even complete novices chose the correct stone for each part of the wal 1, thus ensuring 
that the wal 1 will stand for years to come. 

Andy Gillings 

NEW MEMBERS 

R K Stevenson 
G Lowe 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

501B Caledonian Rd, London, N7 9RN 
46 Callis Rd, Bolton, Lanes, BL3 SQA 

R 1 Birkett 
D Gadsen 

1 1 1  Chesterfield Rd, Staveley, Chesterfield, Derbys, S43 3QJ 
37 Cambridge St, Wymington, Rushden, Northants, N N 10 9LG 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for the year 1989/90 fall due on lst September 1989 and you will find a 

renewal form enclosed with this Newsletter. Unfortunately, it is necessary to increase 

the subscription rates to keep pace with rising costs, mainly the cost of printing and 

circulating the Newsletter and Bulletin. The new rates, approved at the AGM last 

November are: -

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

Ul.00 
£ 13.00 
£15. 50 
£ 5.00 
£ 18. 00 

Please find the form now, fill it in and send it off (with your money) before you 
f orget! Members who have not paid after 1st September will receive only two further 
copies of the Newsletter and no Bulletins until the subscription is paid. To save 
postage, it is intended to distribute membership cards with the October News � etter, but if 

you want to receive your membership card before then, please enclose a SAE with your 
subscription. 

We accept that some past members may not wish to renew their membership of the S�ciety. 

If you fall into this category we would like to know. Not only does it help us in 
planning how many Bulletins etc to print, (and hopefully to keep our costs downl, but we 
would be interested to know why you are not renewing your membership of the Society. 

Please send the completed form and your cheque/postal order (payable to the "Peak District 
Mines Historical Society Ltd") to the Membership Secretary, Mrs S Riley, "The Mount", Boon 
Hi! I, Bignall End, STOKE ON TRENT, Staffs, ST7 8LA. 
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Institutional members will be invoiced seperately in due course. 

The subscription rates shown are for UK members and for overseas members who pay in 
E sterling. Overseas members who wish to pay in local currency should add 20% to cover 

the additional administration costs. 

DEED OF COVENANT 

Do you pay income tax? If so, you may make your subscription to the Society worth more. 
For instance, if you pay the Ordinary Member's subscription of £11.00, the Society can 
claim a further £3.67 from the taxman, and a proportionally larger amount for the higher 
subscription rates. All you need to do is to agree <or covenant> to pay your subscription 
for a minimum of four years, and there is a form enclosed with this Newsletter for this 
purpose. Members who already pay under Deed of Covenant will receive individual reminders 
when their current Covenant expires. 

SOCIETY MEETS 

Saturday/Sunday 22nd/23rd July 1989 

North Yorkshire Weekend 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

A Hasson Caving Group meet to which PDMHS members are invited. 

Intinary is dependent upon the weather conditions. 

Saturday - If it is fine there will be a guided walk in the Malham Area. If it is wet, 
then there will be a suitable underground trip. 

Sunday - Two underground trips have been booked for caves on Leck Fell. These are Lost 
John's Cave and Link Pot/Minstral Hole. Both of these trips are graded as very difficult. 

For the Lost John's Cave a full set of SRT equipment is required, In the case of Link 
Pot/Minstral Hole ladder and abseil techt'ques will be used. A wet suit is also advisable. 

For more details please contact Paul Chandler, Tel: Chesterfield 220773 <evenings only). 

Sunday 3rd September 1989 

Coach Trip to Beamish Open Air Museum, County Durham 

Organiser: Don Cambridge 

There is a special Steam Weekend and Commercial Vehicle Event at the Museum on this 
weekend. 

�OaQh dc:iparts: Ha tic.ck BR Station (I ong stay car park) 07.00 hr 
Chesterfield (front of town hal 1 > 07.30 hr 

Coach returns from Beamish at 18.00 hr 

The cost <including entrance to the Museum> is: Adult £8.50 each 
Chi Id £5.00 each. 

Full remittance with bookings <cheques payable to PDMHS Ltd) to:- Don Cambridge, 11 
Welbeck Close, lnkersall, Chesterfield, S43 3EN. Tel: Che sterfield 474532. 
Please send a SAE for confirmation of the booking. 

Saturday 17th September 1989 

Tideswell Moor to Eyam 

Leader: Dr G B Greenough 

Meet outside the cemetery just West of Lane Head, NE of Tideswell. Grid Ref: SK 158763. 
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This is a surface, car and walking meet. There will be about 2 miles of walking with 
about 10 miles of driving from location to location. Please bring walking footwear, wet 
weather gear <just in easel and a packed lunch. 

Various mine sites from White Rake on Tideswell Moor to Eyam will be visted. 

MEET REPORTS 

Doe Lea Colliery Saturday 6th May 1989 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

The group of PDMHS members gathered in the shadow of Junction 29 of the Ml on a sunny 
morning ful I of enthusiasm for a visit to an operational privately owned coal mine. They 
were not to be disappointed. 

Access to the mine was down a drift and the first signs of problems, floor heave, were 
pointed out by the guide. 

The method of working is to drive stalls off roadways. The stalls are each worked by two 
men. In some cases they loaded the coal directly into i2cwt tubs at the face, whilst in 
others the coal is loaded onto conveyors for loading into tubs at the entrance to the 
stall. The tubs of coal are hauled to the surface by a series of rope haulage systems. 

The mine has been working for a number of years and there is a long walk to the working 
area. The guide set a �cracking� pace and it was not long before the party was strung 
-out. The height of the roadway varied considerably with many sections being very low due 

to the problems of floor heave. Besides an ongoing programme of dinting the floor, there 

were examples of emergency work to provide clearance for the tubs to travel the road. 

After visiting the working faces it was a relief to some members of the group to find that 
there was an easier way of getting out of the mine than traversing the roads that had been 
travelled earlier. It was only a short distance along the good return airway to a shaft 
to the surface. This shaft is equipped with fixed ladders and soon the party was back in 
the sunshine enjoying a walk across the fields back to the main mine surface structures. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler for organising such an interesting meet. 

Wes Taylor 

Amber Valley C Pen trich l Colliery Thursday llth May 1989 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

A dozen PDMHS and Masson Caving Group members spent a very interesting evening with Mr 
Glyn Hartshorne, a director of the Company which owns the mine, both in the mine and at a 
social gathering later in the evening. The evening consisted of an underground visit to 
the mine, a buffet supper <kindly provided by Mr Hartshorne), fol lowed by a talk and slide 
show relating to the mines in the Amber Valley, past and present. 

The Amber Valley Colliery is currently being developed and should be available in about i2 
months time to replace the mine being operated by the Company at Stretton. The 
development costs of the mine are significant for a company the size of Amber Valley 
Colliery. The cost to date being about £ 100, 000. When in production the colliery will 
have a life of about 25 years. 

The underground visit lasted about 1.25 hours during which time we visited all parts of 
the mine. 

After the buffet Glyn Hartshorne gave a talk on the history of the family m1n1ng business 

which went back to the lead mining days. The talk was illustrated with slides which 
showed the old, now mainly landscaped, sites of the old mines in the Amber Valley which 

had been worked by the Company, together with current activities. A let of the latter 
slides had been taken in the Strathfield Mine at Stretton and these included some 
excellent examples of the skills of the miners employed in that mine'. 

Many thanks to Glyn Hartshorne for providing us with such an enjoyable evening. 

Paul Chandler 
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A walk in the Ashover Area Sunday 14th 1ay 1989 

Leader: Stuart Band 

Some 30 members, friends and a dug turned up for what was to be a very interesting day in 
the Ashover Area. 

After a briefing by Stuart the party set off across the fields towards Hilltown. The deep 
open-cut, with its fine exposure of Ashover Tuff, was visited. All traces of old shafts 
and previous mining activity in the area have been destroyed by the recent re-working of 
the vein. 

Leader, Stuart Band, briefs the party before the start of his Ashover 
Area meet. Photo By H M Parker 

Across the road and on to the recently restored water mill at Fal !gate. The mill was last 
u�ed in the mid 1960's to grind fluorspar but had fallen into a bad state of repair. It 
is to be hoped that a water supply can again be provided to the site so that the milling 
equipment can be made operational. 

After crossing the River Amber and the line of the Ashover Light Railway the party went up 
the path behind the f luorspar plant weighbridge which crossed, by means of bridges, 
several old and deep rake veins. These rakes included Blacklant, Spencer Rake and Great 
Rake. As the path skirted the now disused Hilltown Quarry the continuation of the Great 
Rake could be seen in the quarry face. 

Lunch was taken at the Miner's Arms before following the line of the Gregory Vein and 
Sough t9 Ravensnest and the Spar Preparation Plant that is now owned by the Society. The 
tips of the Gregory Mine were examined and Stuart gave us a very detailed description of 
the mining activities in the area although there are very few surface remains relating to 
the main production times of the mine. 

On the way back to Ashover the shaft of the Branstone Dyke Mine was passed. 

Many thanks to Stuart for organising such an informative meet in this smal I and isolated 
mining area. 

Wes Taylor 
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SUBMARINE AT MAGPIE MINE 

Fol lowing the disappearance of a 16 year old boy at Eyam and a murder at Taddington Dale, 

members of PDMHS and Operation Mole were asked to assist the Police and Derbyshire Cave 

Rescue Organisation by searching mine shafts in the Sheldon Area which were near to where 

clothing from the victim's car had been found. Over the Spring Bank Holiday week over 20 

people <plus other DCRO members) took part in the search, primarily looking for a .22 inch 

weapon. 

The search involved some dozens of shafts, including the flooded Magpie and Hardrake 

shafts. The programme was as follows:-

Thursday 25th May 1989. 

Request for assistance received and discusions held to decide what could be done. DCRO 

asked to assist. Chatsworth, as mineral owners, gave consent for the search. Teams 

contacted. 

Friday 26th May. 

Winch and other gear delivered to Magpie Mine. 

Saturday 27th May. 

1. The Monday Night Team winched shafts West of Magpie. 

2. DCRO team SRT the Crossvein Shaft and other shafts SW of Magpie. 

3. Magpie Mine winched by Mole and PDMHS members. 

4. DCRO team checked bottom of Magpie Mine and state of the bottom of shaft for 

diving (shaft 595ft deep to water level). The shaft was found to have some steel ladders 

in dangerous state. The platform at 92 fathoms level had collapsed into the water in the 

shaft. It was unfit to dive in the water. 

5. The MOLE/PDMHS team moved to Hardrake Shaft. The shaft was winched and water, 

some 60 feet deep, was found below the 258 foot mark. 

6. Discussions were held with the Police and it was decided to pump Hardrake, and 

possibly also Magpie and Mandale shafts. Mandate shaft had been descended by DCRO. 

7. Flygt Pumps at Colwick were contacted late in the evening. By midnight the 

necessary equipment had been located and would be delivered to site next day. 

28th May. Sunday 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Monday Night team on shafts near Sheldon Church. 

Larger winch brought to Magpie using a tractor loaned by Mr Shinwell. 

The tractor was used to bulldoze a road into Hardrake Plantation <one Police Range 

Rover had already been damaged). 

4. The winch, pumps, generators etc on site by mid-day. 
5. Headgear, winch etc all set up by 17.00 hr. 

6. Two 11HP Flygt pumps in tandem lowered into shaft by 19.00 hr and pumping started 

about 19.30 hr. 

7. The water was lowered by about 17 feet, discharging to the surface, by 22.00 hr. 

Monday 29th May. 

1. By 05.00 hr the pumps were snoring at 52.5 feet below the original level. They 

were lowered to the bottom of the shaft and the water was cleared by 10.00 hr. 

2. The bottom of the shaft was searched in extremely difficult conditions. There was 

a terrible tangle of wood from the shaft, scrap metal, polythene and the obnoxious remains 

of dead animals. 

3. A two hour search failed to find a chrome spanner that had been dropped into the 

let alone a weapon. shaft, 

4. 

5. 

The headgear, pumps, generator etc were moved to Magpie. 

DCRO cave divers, operating in shallow water, searched Manda le Shaft without a 

positive result. 

Tuesday 30th May. 
1. Winches set up at Magpie and the removal of the dangerous steelwork in the shaft 

was commenced. This was a very slow operation. 

Wednesday 31st May. 
1. Work continued to make the shaft safe. 
2. A suggestion to see if a remote controlled submersible that was fitted with a 

video unit could be obtained and thus speed up the work once the shaft was clear was 

accepted. A suitable unit was found in Aberdeen and arrangements were made to transport 

it to Derbyshire. 
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Thursday lst June. 
1. Work continued in the shaft. Loose steelwork was either removed or f astened back 

securely. 
2. "Submarine" and operator arrived on site. 
3. Shaft ready to receive "submarine" at 18.00 hr. 
4. Equipment lowered into shaft and search started at 21.30 hr. 
5. Search continued for about 3 hrs and the "submarine" reached a depth of 105 feet 

below the sough. The water was surprisingly clear, easy to see the walls, blockages etc, 
but no weapon was found. 

Friday 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

2nd June. 
Operation at Magpie over. 
Gear dismantled and returned to base or store. 
The wider search of the Sheldon area almost over. 
DCRO continuing to search other shafts in the area, including Fieldgrove. 

The above activities were not part of a an official PDMHS project. The individual public 

spirited PDMHS members joined members of Operation Mole, DCRO and other organisations to 
look for a weapon that had been used to carry out a vicious crime. 

Lynn Wi 11 ies 

Dr Lynn �ii lies (left) directs operations as a submersible pump is 
lowered down the 300 foot deep Hard Rake shaft. 

Photo by H M Parker 

It was a sunny day on the Wednesday of the Bank Holiday week with the 
search operations well under way at the Magpie Main Shaft. 

Photo by H M Parker 
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Scene at the Magpie Main Shaft. 

The Friday afternoon of the Bank Holiday 
week was inclement as evidenced by John 
Wilmot <left) and Andy Porter having a 
chilly conversation on the Magpie Main 
Shaft top. Photo by H M Parker 

Photo by H M Parker 

Dave Warriner <left> and Norman Birke t t  are 
wound down the imposing Magpie Hain Shaft. 

Photo by H M Parker 
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MUSEUM NO TES 

The Monday Night Group continues to alter and improve the Museum displays. They have 

almost finished the display on "Transport" and the two displays on Ml! !close Mine. One 

of the Millclose Mine displays is permanent but the other will be portable and it will be 

displayed in the local villages. Robin Hall and the other volunteers have worked at the 

Museum longer than me and I hope that they will be encouraged to stay Jong after I go at 

the end of the year. 

The longer I stay at the Museum, the stranger people appear. One Saturday recently 
someone walked into the toilets, which aren't labelled, and stole all of the toilet rolls. 

The annoying thing about this incident is that they had not paid to go round the Museum. 

We do need more volunteers for weekend work. I f  we have a few more names on the list the 

ones that we have will not groan so loudly when they hear my voice on the phone! 

Some recent additions to the bookshelves are: 

Metallurgy - Val 3 <Lead) by John Percy 

Metalliferous Mining Region of SW England by Dines <2 volumes) 

Two Centuries of Industrial Welfare by Arthur Raistrick 
Elizabethan Copper by MB Donald 

MacDonald Encyclopaedia of:-

Evelyn Dixon 

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY 

Rocks and Minerals 

Fossils 

Precious Stones 

£29.95 
£30.00 
£16.00 

£25.00 

f 9.95 

f 9.95 

f 9.95 

Thi& year the Annual Dinner will be held at the Flshponds Hotel, Matlock Bath, on 

Saturday, 2nd DECEMBER 1989. The Dinner will be preceeded by the AGM to be held in the 

Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum. 

Ful I details of the AGM and Dinner will be published in the October edition of the 
Newsletter. 

HISTORICAL METALLURG I STS SOCIETY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The above Society is holding their annual conference at the Peak District Mining Museum on 

23rd-24th??September 1989. 

There will be several special talks on the subject of lead and on the Saturday there will 

be a Field Meeting. 

For further information, please contact Dr Lynn Willies, Tel: Matlock 584322. 

WEEKDAY MEETS 

The Masson Caving Group has a programme of underground meets until the middle of 

October. These meets are held on Tuesday evenings. 

Members of PDMHS are invited to attend these meets. 

For more details please contact Paul Chandler, Tel: Chesterfield 220773 (evenings only>. 

LAKELAND MUSEUM 

The proposed mining and quarrlng museum at Threlkeld in the Lake District took a step 

nearer realisation recently when the Lakeland Mines and Quarries Trust and the landowners, 

ARC, held a press launch of the project. The 70 acre disused quarry will not be just a 

museum as there are plans to use part of the site for rural workshops and houses. 
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ASSISTANCE REQUESTED BY DERBYSHIRE POLICE 

The f ollowing correspondence has been received from Derbyshire Police. If any member can 
help, will they contact the police directly. 

Buxton Division - Derbyshire Constabulary. 

"We are currently making enquiries into the disappearance of Micheal Boulton. 

We would be grateful if any of your Society members who were in the Eyam area of 
Derbyshire on Sunday 7th Hay 1989 would contact the police on Buxton 72100 or Hope Valley 
30950 even if you did not see the missing person. 

J Nichols - Detective Superintendent" 

Attached information: 

MICHEAL ANDREW BOULTON 16 YEARS 

Description 

5 feet 4 inches tall, slim build, pale complexion, short black hair. When last seen he 
was wearing a white T shirt with red piping around the collar, black shorts, white socks, 
black "High-Tee" trainers. 

Circumstances 

Mr Boulton was last seen at approx 15.30 hr on Sunday 7th Hay 1989 walking from the 
village of Eyam along the A623 towards Stony Middleton. 

He lives in the small village of Eyam which is situated in the Peak District National 
Park, Derbyshire. This area attracts a large number of tourists and is renowned for 
countryside activities including walking, climbing and pot -holing. 

His disappea�nce is of concern to the investigating officers as there appears to be no 
apparent reason why he should not have returned home. Despite extensive enquiries and 
searches over a 5 mile radius of his home, no information has been forthcoming. 

COMPUTERISING THE PRODUCTION OF THE PDMHS BULLETIN 

The production of the PDMHS Bulletin is now being managed by Lynn Willies whilst Trevor 
Ford still retains the editorial function. 

The last edition of the Bulletin was produced using new computer techniques for the 
preparation of the copy for the printers, with the consequent problems of using such 
equipment for the first time. It is hoped that all of the problems have been resolved and 
that the future editions will be produced with the real benefits that are accredited to 
"computerisation" 

rt is planned to produce the masters by using a laser printer, rather than by means of a 
daisy-wheel printer. This will give a much improved style, both in the font and the page 
layout. It will also be quicker and cheaper to produce the masters. 

The occasional article is being set directly from f loppy discs supplied by the author of 
the article. This has obvious economies over re -typing, it enables rapid setting and 
reduces the number of typing errors. If you are using a word processor to produce an 
article for publication in the Bulletin, then please contact me as soon as possible to 
discuss the format. Trevor Ford will still need "hard copy", ie on paper, for editing -
preferably in the standard f ormat as used in past editions of the Bulletin, but for 
production purposes a disc may be preferable. 

The preferred form is a 5.25 inch floppy IBM type 360K as is produced on the Amstrad 1512 
or 1640 or other IBM clone. Do NOT use commands such as "Centre", "Indent", "Under·line11, 
"Bold" etc and please place all headings and paragraphs at the left margin. This avoids 
some word processor compatability problems. Supply, if you can, both a normal file 
(f ilename = yourname) and as ASCII file (filename = ASCyournamel. · It is possible to 
handle discs of double density and quad density (with a little bit of trouble) . 

It should be feasible to handle 3.5 inch discs of I B M  type f ormats and 3 inch discs from 
Amstrad machines. BBC B or Master produced work using View or �ordwise on most disc types 
or tape, or in ASCII f orm, can be used. 
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If you have seen changes in journal size of a publication produced by "another society", 

have no fear, there are no such plans for the PDHHS Bulletin. 

Lynn Uillies CTel:- Matlock 584322> 

PROBLEMS UITH OLD LIMESTONE MINES IN THE BLACK COUNTRY 

There are recent reports of further investigational and remedial work to be carried out in 
the Black Country to overcome the problems with old limestone workings in the area. 

The Dudley Policy Limestone Workings sub committee has earmarked some £25, 000 for a 
"desktop study" to investigate a 32 acre site in the Hurst Hill area of Coseley. A f ur ther 
£ 100, 000 has been made available for a drilling programme in the area. 

The possibility of underground caverns had come to light when Wolverhampton Council had 
carried out test drilling just over the boundary and had found evidence of old limestone 
mining. Older members of the Coseley community had in the past pinpointed many old 
mines and shafts in the area but these were not in the the Hurst Hill area. 

The Government has increased it's contribution to the cost of the continuing 
investigations and the making safe of these old workings to £6, 000, 000. The al location of 
this money to the various councils involved in the project has not yet been announced. 

SUBSIDENCE NEAR LINCOLN 

Lincolnshire is not generally regarded as a mining county but there was some iron ore 
mining in a few locations. 

A hole recently opened up under a combine harvester that was working in a field about 10 
miles north .of Lincoln. Investigation revealed the top of a chamber but it was impossible 
to explore due to previous infill. The original adit entrance to the mine was found in a 
nearby cutting which had been filled with rubbish - again demonstrating the short 
sightedness of filling in the entrance and hoping that the mine will go away. 

KILLHOPE VISITOR CENTRE 

The reduction in the numbers of the Community Task Force pro jects had raised a question 

mark over the proposed visitor centre at the Killhope Wheel in County Durham but the 
County Council has now agreed to provide the finance to allow the project to continue. 

The Brunton Water Wheel has now been installed and ls operational and progress is being 
made to clear out the Park Level to allow members of the public to go underground. Some 
20ft of the level has been cleared and 140 feet of rail has been relaid. 

A NEU BLACK COUNTRY HINE 

On 28/8/88, a Councillor in a JCB carried out a "turf cutting" ceremony at the Black 
Country Museum to mark the start of a project to provide an underground experience. A cut 
and cover mock-up of a coal mine will be formed with a walk-in drift entrance. 

There will be an underground roadway, longwall workings, a pit bottom and & representation 
ot how the Staffordshire Thick Coal was worked. It is hoped to open the display to the 
public early next year with realistic sounds and (intriguingly) smells! lt is also hoped 
that & nearby real shaft and level that has recently been excavated by a group of Mining 
Friends of the Black Country Museum wil I also be accessible for the public. 

GREAT ORME 

Aberconwy Borough Council has completed a reclamation scheme in which the mine sites at 
Great Orme, Llandudno, have been partly landscaped and shafts capped. 
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GOLD FOUND IN DEVON 

The British Geological Survey have been carrying out an exploration programme in the area 
between the Rivers Erme and Avon. They have found traces of gold but it is not known if 
the finds are sufficient for commercial exploitation. 

BATS IN CLWYD 

During the winter of 1987/88 the Clwyd Bat Group carried out a survey of about 50 
underground sites in the county, ranging from extensive mine workings to short natural 
caves. Of these, some 23 sites were found to be used as hibernaculae and 294 bats were 
found. The most common bat found was the Lesser Horseshoe Bat and the most populated site 
was Hendre Mine were over 100 bats were counted. 

NATIONAL TRUST 

Following the success at Dolaucothi Mine, the Trust is encouraging people to study the 
prehistoric landscape of West Penwith ln Cornwall and the local tin-mining industrial 
history through a series of guided walks. 

MATERIAL FOR THE OCTOBER EDITION OF THE NEWSLE TTER 

The dead-line for material to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter, due for 
publication during the first week of October 1989, is 4th September 1989. 

There is always a demand for news of members, details of the activities or projects 
carried out by groups or individuals, as well as items of general interest. Members can 
also use the Newsletter as a correspondence forum, subject to editorial acceptance, on any 
subject associated with the Society and/or mining archaeological subjects. 

If you do not feel up to writing a formal article, then pass on the details to the Editor 
and he will complete the copy. 

In addition, any interesting photographs are required for consideration for publication. 
Black and white photographs are preferable but colour photographs having good contrast are 
acceptable. The photographic subjects can be anything from "candid camera" shots of 
members to technical subjects. 

Remember, the Newsletter can only be published on a regular basis if articles, photographs 
etc are provided by you. It is up to you, the members of PDHMS including elected officers 
and members of the Specialist Groups and Sub Committees, to provide the copy required to 
maintain the high standard which has been achieved in the immediate past, and to ensure 
that the Newsletter continues to be published on a regular basis. The Editor can only 
col late copy and organise publication. He cannot write all of the articles from scratch 
although he will "tart up" articles and get them ready for publication. 

Copy, articles, photographs etc should be sent to the editor: -

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, 
Staffs, DE12 8NA. Tel. Barton under Needwood 7 13315 

or to 

Dave Uil Iiams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Road, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8LX. Tel. Tideswell 87 1909 

PEAK DISTR ICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 122793 1 <Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Off ice: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, Ma tlock Bath, 
Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel: Matlock (0629) 583834 
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