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Pea� CJJistrict �iries GJ/istorical CSociety-CLtd. 

NEWSLETTER No 52 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

OCTOBER i989 

Notice is hereby given that the Fifteenth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District 

Mines Historical Society Limited will be held at 6.00 pm on Saturday 2nd December 1989 in 

the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 

Derbyshire. 

The Agenda and Balance Sheet will be distributed at the commencement of the meeting. 

By Order 

A H G i 11 i ngs 

Hon Secretary. 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of Association of the Company , the fol lowing 
Directors will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Secretary 

2. The Hon Editor 

3. The Hon Recorder 

4. One th1rd of the remaining Committee members 

The Committee that was elected at the Fourteenth Annual General Meeting, that was held on 

Saturday 5th November 1988, was as folows: 

Chairman Hr R A Chat burn 

Deputy_ Chairman Mr w J Taylor 

Hon Secretary Hr A M Gillings g, 

Hon Treasurer Mr R Paulson 
Hon Recorder Mr R Paulson * 

Hon Editor Dr T D Ford ll 

Ordinary Members Hr D Cambridge 

Mr D J Clucas 

Mr J K Gregory + 

Mr A \J Porter + 

Hr J c Stott + 

Mr N G \Jil lers 

Those whose names are marked <•> are retiring as required by the Articles of Associwtion 

and are eligible for re -electiun. The person whose name is marked (I!,,) is retiring and is 

not seeking re -election. Those whose names are marked (+) are retiring and are not 
eligible for re -election. 

Fully paid up Members of the Society who are aged 18 or over are invited to nominate 
Members of the Society Cwho are themselves fully paid up and consent to the nomination) 

for the vacant positions on the Committee. 
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Nominations are required for the positions of: 

Hon Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Three Ordinary Members 

A nomination form ia anQloaad tor you to uaa. Any nomination will be accepted provided 

that it ia in the form indicated. All nominations must be in the hands of the Hon 
Secretary by 24th November 1989. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery. 

Nominations must be accompanied by a written curriculum vitae for inclusion in the Agenda 
to be issued at the Annual General Meeting. 

To save postage, nominations for the Committee may be sent with your dinner bookings to 
Mr R Paulson who will pass them to the Hon Secretary - please do NOT send dinner bookings 

to the Hon Secretary. 

AM Gillings 

Hon Secretary 

ANNUAL DINNER - Saturday 2nd December 1989 

The Society Annual Dinner will be held at the Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath, (opposite the 
Peak District Mining Museum), following the Annual General Meeting. 

Please assemble in the lounge of the Fishponds Hotel at 7.00pm for Dinner at 7.30pm 

M E N U 

Florida cocktail 

Soup of the Day 

Roast beef with Horseradish sauce 
Chefs selection of vegetables 

Sherry trifle 

Cheese and biscuits 

Coffee and Mints 

Price: £9.75 <exclusive of wine) 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your remittances to Mr R Paulson, Holt 
House, Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 SGQ 

Tickets for the Dinner will be issued. Please allow 14 days for the receipt of your 
tickets, which means that postal bookings must be received by 18th November 1989 to make ._ 
sure of your place. Late bookings, subject to space being available, can be made up to 
29th November Clate bookings must be paid for at time of booking). • 

Andy Gillings 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

"The Cornish Mineral Industry 1937-1951tt Edited by Roger Burt and Peter Waite. £9.30 

This book commemorates the work of Jack Trounson, who was one of the leading 
twentieth-century authorities on Cornish Mining and the greatest exponent of its future 
potential. He had an unparalleled ability to marshal I a wealth of detail on the past 
working of mines and use it to point to places where mineral might still be worked at a 
profit. The articles collected here were first published during the Second World War but 
remain an up-to-date guide for historians, prospectors and planners alike. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 

aub�Cfiptions tor the year 1989/90 fell due on 1st September 1989. 

The subscription rates are: 

Ordinary Members 

Joint Members 
Family Members 

Junior Members 

Institutional Members 

£ 11. 00 
£13.00 

f:15.50 
£ 5.00 

£18.00 

Subscriptions not paid now will receive only one further Newsletter and no Bulletins until 
the subscription is paid. If you have not already paid your subscription for 1989/90, 

please do so immediately. 

Please send your subscription cheque/postal order (payable to "Peak District Mines 

Historical Society Ltd) to the Membership Secretary, Mrs S Riley, "The Mount", 13 Boon 

Hill, Bignal End, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST7 8LA. 

NE\rJ MEMBERS 

J S Beck & D A Nash 
H Smith 

Glebe Cottage, The Hillock, Eyam, Derbys, S30 lRB. 
19 Mornington Rise, Matlock, Derbys. 

\rJ A Edwards 3 Bingwelle Cottages, Orchard Rd, Matlock Bath, Derbys. 
Environmental Geochemistry Research, Royal School of Mines, 

Imperial College, South Kensington, London. 

J Cotter-Howell 

Mr & Mrs D S Barrie 

P J Holmes 

21 Hawthorn Rd, Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield, \rJest Midlands. 

37 Mynors St, Hanley, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST1 2DJ. 
B Marple 6 Hi l lview Rd, Banchory, Kincardineshire. 

C B Marshall 6 Pendlebury St, Bolton, Lanes, BL1 8LW. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

M 

M 

G 

D 
M 

p 

E Leighton 

McKay 

Fletcher 

C Castledine 
Gadsden 

Earle 

Thompson 

RIO TINTO VISIT 

5411 Vine St, Suite 701, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada, V6M 3Z7. 

16 Bui lamoor Close, Northallerton, North Yorks, DL6 1HE. 

109 Barker Lane, Brampton, Chesterfield, Derbys, S40 1EQ. 

2 Ashmount Rd, Langley Mill, Notts, NG16 4DW. 

37 Cambridge St, \rJhymington, Nr Rushton, Northants, NN10 9LG. 

38 Dunlin Rd, Grovehill West, Herne! Hempstead, Herts, HP2 6LY. 

32 Green Lane, Buxton, Derbys, SK17 6PD. 

Another tour is being arranged to visit the Rio Tinto Mines. Details have not yet been 
finalised but it will be based in Rio Tinto and will include tours to the main working and 
abandoned mines in S\rJ Spain and Portugal. 

A 7 and/or 10 day itinerary is planned, depending upon demand and people's wishes. The 
cost will be about £400-£470 and will include air fare, half board accommodation, 

transport etc. The tours will take place in May/June 1990 and will each be limited to 7 
people. 

Anyone interested in joining these tours should contact J amie Thorburn, Ceinionfa,Penglais 
Terrace, Aberystwyth, SY23 2ET as soon as possible so that a final programme can be drawn 

up. 

VISIT TO MINES IN THE HARZ MOUNTAINS 

Mike Savage is interested in visiting m1n1ng sites in the Harz Mountains around Goslar 
sometime next year. He is looking for 4 or 5 persons with similar interest to join him on 

the visit. 

Anyone interested should contact Mike Savage, Dept of Bacteriology, St Mary's Hospital 

Medical School, Norfolk Place, Padington, London,\rJ2 1PG. Tel No: 01 993 0902. 
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MASSON HILL SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST 

The Nature Conscervancy Council <NCC) have given notice that the area of Masson Hil I is of 
Special Scientific Interest, and various activities likely to damage flora, fauna or 
natural features may only be carried out with their agreement. 

Such activities include cultivation (or changes in cultivation methods), damage to or 

removal of animals, the introduction of animals (wild or domestic), damage to or removal 

or destruction of plants, trees etc, various construction or engineering activities, and 
of particular relevance to mine explorers and cavers - modifications of natural or 

man-made features including cave and mine entrances, and recreational activities likely to 

damage features of interest. This list is not exhaustive, there being 28 seperate clauses 
of prohibited activities listed in the Notification. 

The area covers some 230 acres. There is a very large area centred on Masson Hi! l 

extending from Greenhills Farm to Devonshire Cavern. ln addition there are four smaller 

areas which include such mines as Jugholes, Speedwell and Cumberland. 

The NCC will consider any representation or objections, which must be received before 15th 
December1989, before deciding whether to confirm or withdraw the Notification. Anyone 

wishing to do virtually anything on or around Masson Hi! l would be well advised to make 

themselves familiar with the Notification. A copy is available for reference at the Peak 

District Mining Museum. Further information can be obtained by writing to the Hon 
Secretary, or directly to the NCC. 

TOURIST AND HERITAGE CENTRE AT SHALLEE MINE, CO TIPPERARY, IRELAND 

Dutin� the past year a Dublin b&sed company <Sllvermines Heritage Ltdl has been 

undertaking a detailed study of the old Shallee Mine, near Silvermines, Co Tipperary. The 

aim of this study has been to record the history and heritage of the site and also to 

assess it's suitability as a tourist development. 

The area has a long history of mining dating back to 1289, when the oldest known records 

detail the working of the mines by Italian miners. Shallee Mine was worked in the 
nineteenth century for lead and silver with an extensive period of re-working in the 

1950's. The nearby Mogul Mine commenced operations in 1968 and closed in 1982, at one 
time being the largest lead-zinc mine in Europe. 

There are extensive surface remains at Shallee, including a nineteenth century beam engine 

house and mine captain's house. Most of the accessible underground workings date from the 
period of re-working during the 1950's. The workings were on two levels, but the lower 

level is now flooded. There are several large and spectacular stopes within the mine, 
some pierced by shafts of daylight from openings in the roof. 

Plans for a tourist development at Shal!ee are well advanced and will include an 

underground visit as we! l as surface attractions. It is expected that the underground 
visit will not only highlight the mine workings but will include realistic displays of 

mining throughout the centuries, emphasizing the sounds and sights of miners at work. It 

is hoped to commence development work at the site early in 1990. 

In July of this year a weekend seminar was organised by Shannon Development as a 

celebration of the 700th anniversary of the first recorded mining at Silvermines. A short 

publication is being prepared which will describe the history and mining remains, both 

surface and underground, in the Silvermines area. More details of this publication will 
soon be available. In the meantime, anyone requiring more information on the Shallee Mine 

or the Silvermines area can contact me at Silvermines Heritage Ltd, 5 South Leinster St, 
Ou b I i n 2, I re Ian d. 

Dr Martin F Critchley 

BOOK REVIE\JS 

"Limekilns and Limeburning" by R williams, 1989. Shire publication, price £1.75. 

<No 236 in the Shire Alburnn Series) 

This is an excel lent little handbook fully in the tradition of the series which also 

contains titles on the mining of lead, copper, tin as well as coal mining and quarrying. 
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I t  contains nearly 50 photographs and figures in it's 36 pages. I t  covers a surprising 

range of ki I ns, some dating to Roman times, often showing, by means of line diagrams, how 

the different types of kiln worked. 

The book also discusses the development of lime burning. I t  describes the chemical 
process, the source of the raw materials and the types of fuel used. 

Kilns 

built 
mines 

for making mortar for building were more widespread than many suspect, often being 

alongside buildings being developed, large houses, industrial undertakings, even 

(as at Magpie?). 

This little book is most useful since, although lime burning is referred to in some 
regional publications, there is, as yet, no general work in print dealing solely with this 

subject. I t  is well worth having. 

\ !vor J Brown 

l 

J 

"Lady I sabel la and the Great Laxey Mine: Official Guide" - The Manx Experience and the 

Manx Museum & National trust. 19 x 21cm, pp36, card bound, £1.75. Available from:
The Manx Experience, 10 Trodmode Close, Douglas. Isle of Man. Postage extra. 

On a visit to the Isle of Man some 18 years ago, your reveiwer invested one shilling, <or 

5 new pence in then recently invented decimal currency), in a little guide booklet 

entitled "Lady Isabella - the World's Greatest Waterwheel". The author of that booklet 

cold not avoid mentioning the mining activity associated with the wheel. but he warned the 

visitor, " ·  . .  under no circumstances should the path be left". 

At that time too much attention was paid to the Wheel itself and too little as to why the 

it was there. Fortunately, this omission is being rectified with the whole area around 
the wheel being opened up, made safe for the public and a short underground visit 

established. The Manx Experience and the Manx Museum and National Trust have joined 

forces to produce this new guide book that reflects this change in emphasis. 

Not only does the book describe the Lady Isabella Wheel itself, <or should we say 

�herself"?>, it's construction in the 1850's and it's chequered career to the present day, 
but it also describes the corresponding mining history. Reports by 19th Century visitors 
describe the underground conditions and the methods of mining, as well as the social and 

economic climate in which the miners and their families lived. 

The book is sub-titled "Official Guide", and indeed it guides the visitor around Mines 

Trail, sketches identify the various features and their inter-relationship, finishing with 

a clear invitation to go underground along the "Old Adil" near the Engine Shaft. 

Having read the guide, no visitor need be confused into thinking that the balance bob 

alongside the Wheel is the top of the shaft and the pumps. Regrettably the technical 
diagram and the explanation of the pumps in the Engine Shaft are not as clear as they 
could be. 

Numerous old photographs and drawings are complemented by some excellent recent colour 
photographs taken below ground. 

I nflation may have played a part in increasing the cost of the guide, but the increase in 
the range and detail of information contained within the publication more than justifies 

the price. 

If you have never visited the I sle of Man and seen the Lady Isabel la, you would do wel 1 to 
bwy this book - it will cert&inly whet your appetite to go �overseastt to see a different 

mining area. 

Andy Gilings 

BRITISH COAL MUSEUM MOVES TD STOKE ON TRENT 

British Coal is transferring its national collection of mining artifacts from Lound Hall 
to the Chatterley Whitfield Mining Museum at Stoke on Trent where it wil I be known as the 

British Coal Collection. 
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Work is already underway to transfer the memorabilia from Lound Hall Museum to it's new 
home. This work will take three months. The largest exhibit at Lound Hall, a tandem 
headgear from Brinsley Colliery where D H Lawrence's father was once employed, will stay 
at Lound Hall. This centur� old timber structure is the sole survivor of this type of 
headgear. 

The Lound Hall Museum was opened in 1971 and became British Coal's official national 
mining museum in 1976. Prized possessions include an early Davy lamp owned by Sir Humphry 
himself, firebaskets from the early days of coal mining and the last of the starvationer 
barges that were used to transport coal from the underground Briugewater canal system 
workings at Worsley. 

THE DAY THE BALLOON WENT UP AT MAGPIE MINE 

As dawn broke to herald another fine, sunny and almost windless day, Harry Parker and Wes 
Taylor met a BBC presenter, Sue Beardsmore, and film crew at Magpie Mine. The BBC team had 
come to Magpie Mine to film sequences for inclusion in one of a series of programmes that 
are to be transmitted on BBC2 next April. 

Harry was to be interviewed by Sue Beardsmore and Wes was to try and emulate Harry's 
skills as photographer whilst Harry was otherwise engaged. 

During the interview Harry described the basic history of Magpie Mine, including reference 
to the conflict between the Red Soil and Magpie miners. 

An essential feature of the programme is the filming of the areas from the air and for 
thi� a hQt air ballQon is used. The balloon wa9, therefore, duly inflated and at 06.45am 
the balloon and it's crew took off from Magpie Mine. It was last seen drifting towards 
Over Haddon and, hopefully, Chatsworth House. 

Wes Taylor 

Harry Parker is interviewed by Sue Beardsmore 
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The BBC balloon lifts off from Magpie Mine 
<Photo by H M Parker) 

SOCIETY MEETS 

Sunday 15th October 1989 

Surface and showcave meet - Bonsall Moor and Masson Hill 

Leader: Dr Lynn Willies 

Meet at MATLOCK BATH railway station car park - the one near the cable cars, NOT Matlock 
Town - at 11.00am. 

NB On arrival at the car park do NOT pay a full day's fee as some car sharing will be 
necessay for this meet. Pay for car parking when your movements have been decided. 

The meet will consist of 2 to 3 miles walking on Bonsall Moor and Hasson Hill. Transport 
to Bonsall Moor will be by car. The meet will conclude with an optional VIP guided tour 
through Masson Cavern (underground gear is NOT required> and a descent to the valley by 
cable car. There will be a fee of f1.00 per head for this optional extra. 

The optional extra is where the "two car" trick comes in to recover the cars that have 
been left on the hi 11. Al I wi 11 be explained on the day. 

This meet will be a stimulating, informative and enjoyable excursion both above and below 
ground. It will be guided by an enthusiastic and most informed expert. 

Sensible walking gear, waterproofs and packed lunch required. 

Sunday 12th November 1989 

Surface walk in Lathkill Dale 

Leader: Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

Meet at the Pay and Display car park CGrid Ref SK205666) at Over Haddon at 11. 00am 

An enjoyable stroll of 2-3 miles in one of Derbyshire's favourite beauty spots that has a 
fascinating mining history. The leader is an author and the acknowledged expert on the 
area. 

Sensible walking gear, waterproofs and packed lunch required. 
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HliliT REPORT 

Beamish Open Air Museum Sunday 3rd September 1989 

Organiser : Don Cambridge 

About 50 PDHHS members and friends left Matlock and Chesterfield for the journey t� 

Beamish in Co Durham. This large and very "open air" museum has very little under cover 

display but we were fortunate with the weather which stayed fine and pleasantly warm all 

day. 

There ls plenty to interest all members of the family so everyone wandered around at 

their own pace. The museum covers many aspects of past life and industry of NE England 

with coal mining being well represented. There is a reconstructed colliery site with an 

authentic tip and a working steam winder which, unfortunately is not lifting a load up a 
shaf t . The coal mining scene is completed by the presence of a small drift mine (which 

visitors can enter), a small steam locomotive hauling coal wagons and a pit pony pulling a 
small coal hutch. The social aspects of coal mining are represented by a reconstructed 

row of colliers cottages which have been furnished in various styles. 

In another part of the site there is a Co-op store, a local pub serving drinks, a row 

of houses, and other business premises. The Museum staff, a 11 in costume, are kept busy 

and are always willing to talk to the visitors. The longest queue to visit one of these 
establishments was the dentists! 

A steam train was busy all day and the trams and an open-topped bus were available to 
transport visitors around the site, The working farm was a popular attraction and the 

"farmer's wife" was busy cooking with a large number of visitors sitting in her kitchen in 

front of the large coal fire. 

The weekend had been advertised as a Steam Weekend and Commercial Vehicle Event and so 

there were a lot of small stationary steam engines, buses, lorries and fire engines but 
not as many large steam traction engines as were expected to be present at such an event. 

Thanks from everyone who attended this outing to Don Cambridge who organised the event. 

Evelyn Dixon 

MATERIAL FOR THE JANUARY EDITION OF THE NE�SLETTER 

The dead-line tor material to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter, due for 

publication during the first week of J anuary 1990, is 4th December 1989. 

Copy, articles, photographs etc should be sent to the editor : -

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, 

Staffs, DE12 BNA. Tel. Barton under Needwood 713315 

or 

Dave Williams, Clovelly Cottage, Lower Terrace Road, Tideswell, 

Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8LX. Tel. Tideswel l 871909 

PEAK DISTRICT HINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 ( Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, 

Matl ock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel: Matlock (0629) 583834 
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