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NEWSLETTER No 57 JANUARY 1991 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The SiMteenth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical Society was 

held at Matlock Bath on tst December 1990. 

The Dirctor's report and the Acounts for the year ending 30th June 1990 were accepted. 

Chairman's Report to the Society for 1989/90 

The past year has, once again, been a year of continuing activity in our Society and I 
would like to mention some of the salient points which come to mind. 

The Museum has continued to operate satisfactorily but unfortunately with a falling number 

of visitors, particularly school parties. Some new exhibits have been built by the Monday 
Night Group and alterations have been made to the steps in order to imptove the flow of 

visitors through the shop area. A special exhibition on Millclose Mine has been run for a 

period of time. 

The proposed re-development of the site on which the Museum stands appears to be in limbo 

for the time being. A few months ago the Society was approached by a potential developer 

and our requirements were discussed but we are still no further forward. Our feeling is 

that this will remain the position, at least as long as the present high interest rates 

exist. Nevertheless, we are considering the merits of alternative sites as the 

opportunity arises in case the development eventually goes ahead. In the meantime the 

Museum still suffers from "planning blight� and it is difficult to foresee serious 

improvements and expenditure at the present site unless there is a marked change in the 

situation. However, there are plans to improve certain exhibits without incurring too 

much expense and to attract more people into the sales area. 

The work carried out on the Magpie Mine site during the year includes the making good of 

the top of the main shaft and the rebuilding of the 1950's engine house. 

The refurbishing of the cottage at Magpie Mine is starting and the Directors have recently 
sanctioned the expenditure for the installation of a septic tank and the conversion of the 

existing chemical toilet system. Our cottage warden, John Stott, tells me that donations 

and grants totalling about £8000 have so far been received for this project. John is 
continuing with his search for further funding. 

Temple Mine continues to be a useful asset to our Society and although admissions have 

dropped this year, it has continued to make a useful finacial contribution. After John 

Poulter's stop-gap spell as mine manager earlier in the year, Alan Mutter has now taken 

over this position. I wish to record our thanks to both members for undertaking this 

responsibility. 

Over the past year our Society has continued with an active programme of field meetings. 

Starting in March with a Mendips Mines �eekend, Paul Chandler and Harry Parker have 

arranged and co-ordinated activities for some 10 days of the year. 

The highlight of the field meetings was undoubtedly the underground conducted tour of Old 
Millclose Mine, held on two days in September. This mine has been explored and surveyed 

over a number of years by Society members, principally Dave Warriner, John Peel and Norman 

Birkett, whom you recall were presented with the Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 

Conservation last year. The mine is substantially as the "Old Man" left it and rewarded 
those who scrambled through the maze of tunnels with a fascinating collection of 



artifacts, minerals (including plentiful lead orel, and even a blacksmith's hearth 
complete with bellows and the coke remains from the last fire. The organisation of the 
event was something of which our Society can be very proud and our thanks and 
congratulations go out to all involved, including Op Mole tor the loan ot a winch and 

In my address last year I mentioned two areas, namely tinance and membership, in which 

intended to ask our Directors to consider the situation and to formulate appropriate 
policies. This work has picked up momentum as the year has passed and I am pleased to be 
able to report on the progre s s  that has been made. Amongst other things, it has been 
agreed that an annual budget should be instituted and that a continuous review of 
membership should be maintained. Additionally, as a result of the discusions on these two 
topics it is thought that our Directors could probably enhance the effectiveness of our 
Society by holding special Directors only meetings from time to time without the burden of 
the day to day business of the normal management committee meetings. It is intended to 
hold a small number of such meetings in the coming year. 

At this point I would like to mention those volunteers who work for the Society. Our 
Society relies very much on the voluntary contributions of time and effort from its 
members. Many names spring to mind and I would particularly like to record my personal 
thanks to our Secretary, Keith Gregory, who, new in the job last year, has established 
himself admirably and has never failed to instantly provide me with the appropriate papers 
when 1 have mis-placed mine. There are many others and to all of them 1 offer my, and 1 

am sure your, deep and sincere thanks. 

Axel Chatburn 

Officials in action! from the left: Treasurer Roy Paulson, Chairman Axel 
Chatburn and Secretary Keith Gregory 

Photo by H M Parker 

Fol lowing the election to fill the vacant posts the Directors of the Society for 1990/1991 
are:-

Chairman 

Deputy Chairman 

Hon Secretary 

Hon Treasurer 

R A  Chatburn, "The Bahn", Thornhill Lane, Thornhill, Bamford, Sheffield, 
S30 2BR 

Tel: Hope Valley 51694 

'oJ J Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, Staffs, 
DE12 BNA 

Tel: Barton under Needwood 713315 

J K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: Matlock 55400 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ 
Tel: Matlock 534775 
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Hon Editor Dr T D  Ford, 21 Elizabeth Drive, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4RD 

Tel: Leicester 715265 

Hon Recorder R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ 

Tel: Matlock 534775 

Ordinary Members N Birkett, 12 Francis St, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 2NW 

D J Clucas, "Moorsight", 4 Macclesfield Rd, Buxton, Derbys 

Tel: Buxton 6436 

E Dixon, 2 1  Marlborough Drive, Belper, Derbys, DES 1LB 

Tel: Belper 823020 

L J Riley, "The Mount", 13 Boon Hill, Signal End, Stoke on Trent, 
Staffs, ST7 8LA 

Tel: Stoke on Trent 722754 

D Warriner, 40 Francis St, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 2NW 

Tel: Mansfield 661127 

D Williams, "Clove! ly Cottage" Lower Terrace Rd, Tideswell, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK17 8LX 

Tel: Tideswell 87 1909 

Discussions on "Any other Business" were: 

1. Alan Mutter outlined the expenditure on the Museum in the coming year. 

2. Mrs Follitt raised the problem of reduced school visits to the Museum and suggested 
that the Society write to the Dept of Education highlighting the educational 

advantages to school parties who visit the Museum and the consequent loss to the 

children by not having the opportunity to visit the Museum. It was agreed to send a 

suitable letter to the Dept of Education. 

3 .  Andy Gillings explained more about the Magpie Cottage Project and asked for practical 

help for the building work. 

ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held at the Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath an Saturday 

lst December 1990. The Guest of Honour was Mr Ken Smith, Archaeologist for the Peak Park. 

The Toast to the Guest was proposed by the Chairman, Axel Chatburn. Mr Ken Smith replied 

and proposed a Toast to the Society. 

Dr Trevor Ford presented the Society Awards. These were:-

1. The Peak Mines Award to Evelyn Dixon and Dave Penny for their article on 

Horsebuttocks Mine, Winster. 

2. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines Conservation was awarded to John Stott for his 

ongoing maintenance work at Magpie Mine. 

A special award was made to Trevor Ford by Dave Warriner. Dave explained that over recent 

years he, together with John Peel and Norman Birkett, had carried out Trevor' s instruction 

and gone down Old Millclose Mine and come up with a report for the Bulletin. After many 
weeks of frustrating seaching, they eventually found the report. Dave presented this 

first part of the report to Trevor for future publication. Trevor was so touched by this 
personal presentation that he allowed himself to be photographed without his jacket on. 

The Chairman introduced Chris Heathcote who, on 16th December 1990, is doing a sponsered 

wal k in aid of the Magpie Cottage Restoration Fund and asked members present to support 
the walk. 

The formal part of the evening ended with Ken Smith, working for his supper, giving a very 

interesting and enthral ling ii lustrated talk on Archaeology in Derbyshire. 

Wes Taylor 
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Evelyn Dixon receives the Peak Mines 
Award from Dr Trevor Ford 

Photo by H M Parker 

Dr Trevor Ford presents the Harold Sarjeant 

Award for Mines Conservation to John Stott 
Photo by H M Parker 

"Surprise, surprise!" In response to his many and oft pleas for Bulletin 

material, Editor Trevor Ford, dumbfounded, jacketless and too surprised 

to be able to stand up, receives the first part of the Old Millclose 

magnum-opus from Dave Warriner 

Photo by H M Parker 

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL STUDIES 

The Department of External studies at Leeds University offers a wide range of evening 

classes and day schools covering the whole range of academic disciplines. The Department 
offers a number of courses which address topics related to minerals and mineral 

processing. 

Courses currently on offer include: 
1. Gold Prospecting Weekend (15th and 16th June 1991) 
2. Minerals of Britain (12 week course starting September 1991) 

Anyone interested in these, or other courses, should contact Dr Rob Chapman, Dept of 

External Studies, The University, Leeds, LS2 9JT. 
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NEi.J MEMBERS 

p Goodliffe 
K D Russ 
J D Gi l mour 
M J O'Donoghue 
R N i.Jood 
A c Thorpe 
G M O'Sullivan 
J p Hennessey 
p R Smith 
s Edwards 
H B Boot 
p Greaves 
F H J Sheen 
Mr t. Mrs D E Hibbert 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

S J Joyce 
D 1-1 Crossley 

D A L Cranstone 
A Scarfe 
Legal Deposit Office 
R A Clark t. P R Diamond 

142 High St, Old i.Jhittington, Chesterfield, Derbys, S40 9LF 
7 Barnfield Rd, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 2AY 
69 Peascroft Rd, Norton, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST6 BHG 
7 Hi 11 ington Av, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 3RB 
The Sycamores, Sandwich, 1-lhitehaven, Cumbria, CA28 9UG 
309 Narborough Rd, Leicester, LE3 2RB 
24 Alma Rd, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7PA 
13 Scarborough Close, North Anston, Sheffield, S Yorks, S31 7DS 
71 St Norbert Drive, Kirk Hal lam, I lkeston, Derbys, DE7 4EF 
7 Hain St, Middleton by i.Jirksworth, Derbys, DE4 4LQ 
49 Sunnyhil l Rd, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP! 1SZ 
23 Church St, Bonsall, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2AE 
"Rosebank", 1-Jorrall Hi! l, Lydbrook, Gloucestershire, GL17 9QF 
54 Queens Rd, Slough, Berks, SL1 3QP 

224 Queens Rd, Clarendon Park, Leicester 
Division of Continuing Education, University of Shef ield, 
Sheffield, s Yorks, S10 2TN 
59A Dartmouth Ave, Low Fel I, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, NE9 6XA 
c/o The Bungalow, Wheel Hill, Laxey, Isle of Man 
The British Library, Boston Spa, i.Jetherby, W Yorks, LS23 7BY 
10 Millar Place, Falkirk, Stirlingshire 

REPLACING OF CAPS ON SHAFTS 

The fol lowing letter has been received from Derbyshire County Council, and which has also 
been sent to other like minded organisations in the County, is self explanatory and 
members are asked to take note and ensure that they replace al I caps that they may remove 
to gain access to any shaft. It is very easy to loose access but very difficult to 
regain. 

"We have yet again had complaints from members of the public via a District Councillor 
that lead mine shafts made safe by the County Council have had pa rt of the caps removed 
for access purposes and then not being replaced. These occurances are mainly in the 
Matlock Bath/Upperwood areas. 

I am well aware that it may be non-members who are involved but request that a reminder be 
published in the next edition of your Newsletter asking that whenever caps are disturbed 
or removed for access purposes, they are replac�n as they are found. 

The County Council have no wish, or right, to deny access to any shaft, the only criteria 
is that the shaft is made safe, with the landowners permission, in order that no-one can 
fall down a shaft accidentally. If landowners are aware of shafts being lett open and 1n 
an unsafe condition access may be denied to all in the future. " 

BOLT FAILURE 

There have been an increasing number of problems experienced with Bmm self drilling 
anchors ( "splits") in the northern caving region and one complete failure has resulted in 
an accident. A caver had a rebelay strip out completely causing him to fall a short 
distance. This resulted in a crushed vertebrate. 

It is vital that all such bolts are checked carefully before use and care taken, 
especially with worn threads, mud etc. 

Companies, such as Rawl, were horrified to find that their products were being used for 
this kind of activity and so the NCA has been seeking a safer alternative "standard" 
although it is recognised that the Bmm anchors will always be used in pushing new routes. 
Cavers are, to some extent, worried that this latest scare will result in an outbreak or 

"bolt rash" at pitch heads where perfectly good bolts are backed up by others. 

Chris Jones CNAMHO Equipment Officer) 
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OLD H!LLCLOSE HINE FIELD MEET - 15th/16th SEPTEMBER 1990 

During my time at the Museum l often worked on a Sunday and it was always delightful when 
Norman Birkett, John Peel and Dave Warriner came to the Museum in the evening after 

exploring more of Old Hillclose Hine. They always had so much to talk about, the 

comlexity of the passages, the difficulty of surveying the place with a survey so long 

that it ran off the drawing board, the large number of artefacts in the mine including a 

lot of "fairy rings" and so many pairs of boots and, possibly the most oustanding feature, 
the smithy complete with hearth, bellows and anvil. All this talk made me envious and I 

longed to go and see it for myself but electron ladders are not my scene and I have not 

quite mastered SRT. "One day", they said, "we will put a winch on a shaft just for you." 

For the weekend meet they went one better, they put winches on two ot the shatts snd 

everyone who was interested could go and see for themselves the wonders of part of Old 

Millclose Hine. About 60 people turned up each day, probably making this the biggest 

turn-out for a PDHHS field trip for many years. With two winches, one borrowed from Op 

Hole, and a large number of helpers, the organisers faced the mammoth task of getting so 
many people down the shaft, through the mine and back up another shaft with oustanding 

vigour. 

On the Saturday everyone went down the "dry" shaft and only encountered the mud and water 

at the end of the trip and as most people seemed to have arrived wel I before "kick off" 

time, this meant a long wait for some of the visitors. It is not a quick and easy job to 

get people underground on winch trips. On the Sunday both of the available shafts were 

used to get visitors down and and it must have been fun when groups crossed over in one of 

the low, narrow passages. 

To say that the mine came up to my expectations is an understatement. It is an amazing 
place with the term "maze" being an appropriate word. The passages go round, down, up 

under and over, through large stopes and along flat out crawls. After a short period of 

time it was impossible to say ln which direction one was heading or whether one was above 

or below the level from where one had started. There was so much to see, so many 
artifacts <why did miners leave their boots underground?>, the writing on the wall, the 

names, the dates, with some names occuring in several places or names of boys and their 
ages, often inscribed in mud with a very fine point and almost copperplate writing. The 

smithy was worth all of the effort necessary to get there. It really was amazing to see 
something like this located underground. 

Dave, John and Norman, thank you for organising such a wonderful day. To all of the 

helpers , guides, winch operators, etc, thank you for everything that you did. The trip 

took about four hours but I have the feeling that we only saw a small proportion of what 

there is to see in this mine. I, for one, look forward to another visit to see some other 
part of the mine. Everyone who attended this field meet thoroughly enjoyed the priviledge 
to vist the mine and wish the explorers well with their continued exploration and the 

preparation of a mammoth report for publication in the Bulletin. 

Evelyn Dixon 

Dave Warriner passes on some tips on 

practical surveying at the recent meet 

at Magpie Mine 
Photo by H H Parker 

Putting surveying theory into practice at 

Magpie Mine 

Photo by H H Parker 
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SOClETY MEETS 

Sunday 27th January 1991 

Surface walk in the Axe Edge Area, Buxton 

Leader: Chris Heathcote 

Meet at Grin Quarry Car Park (SK047721) at 10. 00am 

The walk passes Grin Tower, Stanley Moor before climbing to the summit of Axe Edge. The 

return to the car park is via Burbage. ln addition to beautiful countryside, the walk 
passes the remains associated with limestone extraction/burning, together with coal and 
lead mining. 

The distance is about 8 miles and sensible footwear and clothing is esential. A packed 

lunch should be taken. 

In the event of bad weather a more sheltered alternative route will be taken. 

Although the leader is a new member of the Society he is an experienced walker with a keen 

interest in industrial archaeology. An informative and enjoyable day out is promised. 

A good turn-out wil I be an encouraging start to the years activities, so be sure to be 
be there. 

Saturday 9th March 1991 

Forest of Dean - Old Ham to Old Bow 

Leader: Jim Cooper 

This is a through trip linking three different systems. It will be about a mile long and 
will take about 1 1/2 hours to go through. The mines are gated and there is an access fee 

of about £2 per head, dependant upon the number in the party. 

The party must stick together for the through trip but there will be ample time for 

individuals to explore each of the systems after the through trip. Bring your own 

markers. 

The system is dry so bring boiler suit and underclothes only, otherwise you will be too 
hot. A few spare lamps are available but book these when you contact Jim for further 

details 

For further detai 1 s contact Jim Cooper, 74 \ilatersmeet Rd, l.lyken, Coventry, \ilarwicks, CV2 

3HT. Tel: Coventry 453220 (Home) or Tamworth 711101 (l.lork) 

Sunday 17th March 1991 

Visit to St Aidans Flooded Opencast Site and Caphouse Mining Museum 

Leader: Dr lvor J Brown 

Meet at 10. 30am at the lay-by on the Wakefield-York road just north of Junction 30 on the 

M62. 

The itinary is to tr avel by car to the site of the breach to see the flooded area 3/4 mile 

x 1/2 mile x 250 feet deep, view the canal oil transport arrangements and the proposals 

for diverting the canal and river to recover the opencast coal site. After travelling to 

the other side of the site to see the road diversions over the over burden mounds and, from 

the official "viewpoint", the laid up draglines and other machinery, as well as the 

twichers (birdspottersl at work. 

There wil 1 then be a walk of about 2 miles through the opencast site area viewing the 

nature reserve lakes, bridge-works over the canal ("Iron-Bridge") and River Aire (Caroline 

Bridg�l . . The recently
.

constructed Caroline Staithes <the last coal-barge loading depot to 

be built in :he UK?l will be passed, as will be the now closed Saville Colliery. Near·by 

are the subsidence flashes, now a SSS! for the partly saltwater life they contain. 
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Lunch will be taken at Caphouse Mining Museum before a 3 mile walk in the area to see 
mining re�ains, including the world's first tramway viaduct and tramway tunnel. 

At this point there will be a choice of either going underground at the Caphouse Mining 
Museum or visiting the nearby Bentley Grange, Emley, to see the "listed" classical bell 
pit mounds. 

For any further information please contact lvor Brown. Tel: Wakefield 257137 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Sir, 

Old Millclose Meet 

"On behalf of the hundred and more "Millclose Tourists" CSept 15/16> I would like to 
thank all of those connected with the running and organising of this very rewarding trip. 
From the car parking, signposting, stile manufacture! etc, it was obvious that a grest 
deal of work had been put in for our benefit. 

Dave, Norman and John have been working on Mil !close for years and they deserve thanks 
for sharing their treasure with the rest of us. 

Personally, I have never seen before such an array of the old mans belongings and his many 
inscriptions made him seem very close. " 

Brian Woodall 

Sir, 

Rebuilding of Magpie Cottage 

Members of PDMHS will have read in the last Newsletter CNo 56> of the proposal to rebuild 
Magpie Cottage, and have seen drawings of the proposed rebuild. It appears to be a very 
attractive idea. But the building was not insured and all of the cost has to be raised 
somehow, this amounts to an estimated E15, 000, around 3x the total annual subscription of 
the Society. It is therefore essential that the membership as a whole considers all 
aspects of the proposal; E15,000 could be spent on many other projects to preserve mining 
relics which might be considered more worthy. No debate involving the general membership 
has yet been held. 

The Magpie Site Lease from Chatsworth Estates includes a requirement for the structure 
that the buildings should be preserved against further decay. After 23yr there is little 
doubt that some action should be taken. The building is of some modest importance as a 
part of the Magpie Mine site, and the Society's objectives include the preservation of 
such items. Thus restoration of the external appearance of the buildings, and perhaps 
restoration of the interior to a state it had as part of Magpie Mine, is a worthy Cduse 
which should be tackled as soon as finances (from internal revenue or donated by firms 
wishing to help industrial archaeology groups) permit. Probably many members agree so 
far. 

But the internal arrangements proposed appear to be in a very different category. In no -t 
way can they be regarded as of archaeological significence, they are clearly designed for 
the benefit of members who use the cottage. But which members The design gives the 
impression that it is for weekend jollifications, although the labelling of the rooms is 
chosen to impress the uninitiated that it is for serious study of mining archaeology. But 
what sort of mining archaeology, essentially an outdoor, underground or library activity, 
could be done, particularly in the two upstairs "workrooms" Why the diesel/electric 
generator if my recollection is correct that overnight occupation is contrary to the terms 
of the lease How many members use the cottage (or would use the improved version>, how 
often and for what purpose. 

The purpose of this letter is to stir up members to think about the value of this very 
major project and, if they have opinions on whether the money involved should be spent on 
the scheme, make their views known to the Management Committee. 

Greenhough 
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HELP NEEDED TO IDENTIFY A MINE 

Having been a caver for 15 years and a member of PDMHS for the last four years I could do 
with a little assistance in identifying a smal I mine in Warwickshire. 

The NGR of the site is SP309958 <Sheet no 140). The local people seem to believe that it 
was a tungsten mine. The mine was gated in 1974 by the fire brigade to prevent young 
people from entering the mine. 

The entrance is through an oil drum and the way that it has been mined leads one to think 
that there are more tunnels yet to be uncovered. Currently there is about 900ft of 
passage accessible. The mine may well be of historical interest to the Society, or to 
individual members. 

Jim Cooper, 74 Watersmeet Rd, Wyken, Coventry, Warwicks, CV2 3HT. 
(Or contact David Wykes, 93 St Georges Rd, Atherstone, Warwicks. 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1991 

Tel: Coventry 453220. 
Tel: Atherstone 716907. l 

The 1991 NAMHO Conference wi l l  be hosted by the Welsh Mines Society in Association with 
Llechwedd Slate Caverns between 3rd and 6th May 1991, the May Day Holiday Weekend. 

The Conference will be held at Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd. As wel I as slate, Blaenau 
Ffestiniog is central to other mining activities in Snowdonia, notably gold, copper and 
lead. Both surface and underground field trips are planned to eKamine further this 
diversification of mining. 

It is intended that the Conference wll l also cater for family needs. Reduced rate� for 

delegates and their families have been negotiated on the Ffestiniog Railway, Portmeirion 
and Llechwedd attractions. There will be free entry to Sygun Copper· Mine. 

There will be a full programme of lectures on Saturday and Sunday. On Friday evening 
there will be a short welcoming ta l k, to introduce the area, at the "Plas" at the entrance 
to Llechwedd S l ate Caverns. Coffee and bar facilities will be available until 10.30 pm. 

The Plas will form the focal point for registration, information and Conference Displays. 

The lectures wil l be held in the W l Hall at Blaenau Ffestiniog, about a mi l e  away. 

The Saturday night social will be unusual. Bread and soup, accompanied by music from a 
local folk group, will be served at the bottom of the incline into the slate workings and 
after returning to the surface, there wil I be a buffet and further entertainment in The 
PI as. 

The cost of the Conference wil be about £7.00 per head. The Saturday evening social will 
be about £8.00 (£6.00 for children). There wi 11 be a smal I discount available for 
bookings made before 31st March 1991. 

Please contact Mrs M CBool Vernon, 78 Oakenshaw Lane, Walton, Wakefield, W Yorks, WF2 6NH, 
Tel: C0924l 257017, to get your booking form. 

"THE MINES OF SHROPSHIRE � MONTGOMERY YITH CHESHIRE AND STAFFORDSHIRE" 

This is the ninth book in the series of "The Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom 
1845-1913" by Roger Burt, Peter Yaite and Raymond Bramley. It completes the coverage of 
the major English non-ferrous mining districts and continues that for Central Wales. 

Drawing on official Government records, details are provided of the output, ownership, 
management and employment at over 250 mines. Ordnance Survey Grid References have been 
added to provide a guide to the mines' location and their often still impressive remains. 
The counties covered by this volume include some of the oldest and largest mining sites in 

Britain and stand witness to a once thriving, but now totally defunct, industry. 

Copies of the book can be obtained from Dr R Burt, Dept of Economic History, Amory 
Building, University of Exeter, Exeter, Devon, EX4 4QR. Cost £7.95 inc p�p. Please make 
cheques payable to Dr R Burt. 
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OLD LEADMINE SITES 

No longer now do miners pace the paths 

that lead to grove 

No change of clothing hang in coe, now empty 

of tools and open to the sky 

No whimsey now within tal 1 walls, to wind 

grey gold from sump to eye 

No engine now, rag, hand or horse, to pump 

from sole to sough 

No Jagger waits with pack horses by the 

buddle overgrown with shrub 

No! Ghostly silence now guards the place where hillocks 

sink and buildings crumble back to earth 

S L Gar I ic 

HAD MlK6 ADV� �N CAVE: RESCUE: 

GOi�1�VI� �\ � 

PART I (\ 
-

' 

GtOOD CAVl� 

GULDE_, 

PAY<r I[_ 

Cartoons by Damon Mitchell 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

"2000 Years of Zinc and Brass" edited by P T  Craddock <1990), British Museum Occasional 

Paper No 50. A4 paperback, 266pp. 

This book contains eight very substantial papers following the quite amazing mining and 
metallurgical discoveries made by Paul Craddock and others in India. These, in effect, 
caused a major re-appraisal of the history of zinc and brass. As well as the paper on 
India, <Cradock, Freestone, Gurjar, Middleton and Willies), there are others on zinc and 
on brass in classical antiquity Cby Craddock and by Bayley) and in the Islamic world 
<Craddock, La Niece, Hook). 

Zinc is still made In China by the ancient processes CXu Li translated by Peter5on>, and 

the spread from India and China to Europe from medaeval times onwards is conslder�d by 
Day. For the most recent period, there is a review by Almond on zinc production 
technology from 1801 to 1950, and an account by Morgan of the development of the Zinc/Lead 
blast furnace, the Imperial Smelting Process at Avonmouth. 

This publication is the most up-to-date account available of these everyday, but highly 
sophisticated metals and alloys, in which it is pleasing to record that PDMHS played lts 
part. 

Lynn Willies 

"Force Crag - The History of a Lakeland Mine" by Ian Tyler. Published by Red Earth 
Publications, 7 Silver St, Marton, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 ONQ. Softback, 120 pages with 
44 plates, sketches and maps. Price £6.99 plus £1.00 postage CUKl. 

This book is a good quality production. The print is clear and wel I laid out but not all 
of the photos are of such a high standard. Many of the photos were taken by amateurs 30 
or more years ago although they are, in most cases, lacking a clear date. The book is 
very readable and whilst it does pass quickly over the geology and early years Cpre 

1860'sl of the mine, it gives a fascinating insight into the last century of working. 

The author has amassed a large amount of material on smal I happenings at the mine and then 
ties this inf ormation carefully together. 

The book is unusual in that the mine is still working and the activities of the present 
day operators are given in some detail. Very recent incidents are recorded as ilustrated 
by reference to the blowing off of part of the mill roof during the February 1990 gales. 

Force Crag is now the last working mine in the Lake District. This book ls a fine 
memorial to the great efforts put into the mine by miners, both past and present. It is a 
book which everyone with the slightest interest in mine history wil I find difficult in 
putting down once opened. 

I J Brown 

RIO TINTO AND THE IBERIAN PYRITE BELT 

Once more Jamie Thornburn is organising a study tour to this fascinating m1n1ng area. The 
tour wil 1 take place from the 17th to 27th May 1991. The cost, which includes air fare, 
accommodation and meals, travel and medical insurance, local transport, ferry and entrance 
fees etc, will be about £570. 

Would anyone who is interested in joining the group and would like more details please 
contact Jamie at Atalaya Tours, Ceinionfa, Penglals Terrace, Aberystwyth, SY23 2ET. 
Tel: C0970l 625137. 

WATER STRIKE TO REVITALISE MATLOCK BATH! 

Deepwood Mineral Company has been granted planning permission to build a bottling plant to 
produce bottled water on the Ball Eye Quarry site. They have claimed to have found the 
source of Matlock Bath's therapeutic water and believe that the village can be restored to 
its former glory as a spa resort. 
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It is claimed that the source at the spa water was found when the Company was t�st 

drilling for fluorspar some 180 feet underground when they struck a reservoir which sent a 
gush of water 150 feet into the air. 

Additional development plans include building 200 chalets and linking a series of grottoes 
and caverns for people wanting to take the sulphur-rich waters. 

Daily Telegraph 

Archaeological Excavations at Copa Hill, Cwmystwyth 

Excavations continued this summer at the wet and windy site at Copa Hill where Simon 
Timberlake has previously shown Middle Bronze Age mining activity. The work consisted of 
sinking a wide shaft through scree to expose a firesett and stone -hammered opening on the 
side of the vein. Peat was found overlying the base of the working so it will be possible 
to determine a terminal date, whilst a working date may be obtained from stemple-like 
timbers found underneath. The photograph, taken during a "weather window", shows the shaft 
at about three metres depth: it eventually went down to almost five metres. 

Lynn Willies 

Excavations at Surrender and Old Gang Mills, Swaledale 

Last summer the Yorkshire Dales National Park employed David Crans tone to' supervise the 
removal of debris from these well-known smelting mills prior to consolidation as part of a 
preservation programme. 

At Old Gang, trowelling exposed several features belonging to the later use of the main 
building for a barites mill. The trowel ling also enabled the ore hearths to be mare 
effectively defined. Behind the main building; a very reddened section of flue was 
exposed which suggests high temperature flue gasses from a reverberatory or shaft-type 
furnace, rather than the usual ore and slag hearths. 

At Surrender debris was removed and this exposed the curved backwal 1 of a reverberatory or 
roasting hearth which was yellowed by a litharge glaze. This connected with the back and 
sidewall of the fire-hearth, easily distinguished by a reddened glaze. Part of the iron 
straps ot the furnace are still in situ· so it will be possible to asertain its size. Such 
hearths, often placed in a lean-to, were a common adjunct to Yorkshire smelting mills 

after about iSOO, They were used la roast !oxidise> the ore prior ta smelting in the are 

hearth. 

MATERIAL FOR THE APRIL EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter, due for 
publication during the first week of April 1991, is 5th March 1991. 

Copy, articles, photographs etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, 
Staffs, DE12 8NA. Tel:- Barton under Needwood 713315. 
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