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NEWSLETTER No 58 APRIL 1991 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Magpie Cottage 

In his letter regarding Magpie Cottage (Newsletter No 57), I fear that Dr Greenhough has 
entirely missed the point of the exercise. We are not just restoring a building but 
refurbishing our Field Centre which is the hub of many Society activities. 

No organisation can function properly if it does not have a firm base and Magpie is that 
focal point that has kept the active section of the Society together for so many years. A 
perusal of past Newsletters will reveal the many activities that have taken place at 
Magpie. These include open days, lectures, training sessions, photographic instruction, 
stone walling, Groove Fests and, as featured in the last Newsletter, a days practical 
surveying. 

Where can members meet if not at Magpie? The Peak District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath 
is jusL that, � museum that is open to the public. Whilst the Management Corrunittee meet 
at tl.e Mu-;eu.u 1.n winter monthe, gerieral gatherings on an ad hoe basis are just not 
pos�iLle. Hdve yoJ ever tried to get into Matlock Bath, let alone park a vehicle, on a 
tJusy summer weekend'? 

One should also bear in mind the possible relocation of the Museum. This fact could 
r<>c;•il+- ; • •_1.2 '1u0C'lll n•Yt beirg available JS our official headquarters, thus making Magpie 
even more vital to the Society dS our centre of operations. 

Many important projects are planned and prepared at Magpie. One of our most successful 
preservation and access agreements resulted in the recent event at Old Millclose 
(Newsletter No 57) which was only made possible by the fitting of shaft grids. These 

grids were designed and fabricated at Magpie over many weekends of hard work. This work 
was only possible because of the availability of electric power on site, hence the 
generator! Additionally, why should members who give their time and effort for the 
benefit of the Society have to endure unnecessarily spartan conditions whilst spending 
days working on the site? 

As to the question of how many members use, or would use, the improved version of the 
Field Centre, the answer is simply any and every member of the Society who cares to do so. 
Everyone will be welcome, as they are now. 

Dr Greenhough also states that " ... it is essential that the membership as a whole consider 
all aspects of the proposal (expenditure) and that no debate involving the general 
membership has, as yet, been held ... " 

NOR SHOULD IT BE. That is what the Council is for. It is elected to run the Society and 
act in the best interests of the Society. The provision of suitable facilities at Magpie 
for field activities and all that that entails is a vital aspect of their duty to the 
Society. 

For years Magpie has been held on a short lease and we have done wonders from such 
primitive conditions. Now that we have a long lease we can make Magpie a Centre of 
Excellence for lead mining studies and an essential contact point for all of our members. 
To ensure that the Society thrives and has a continuing active membership we need the 
facilities of this Field Centre, so why not make it attractive, efficient and as 
comfortable as possible? 

Remember, any fool can rough it - the wise man makes the best of what he has. Every penny 
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spent on Magpie will be a sound investment for the future of the Society and the 
continuing pursuit of its aims and objectives. 

Harry M Parker 

NEW MEMBERS 

4 Park Lane, Allestree, Derby, DE3 2QR Mr & Mrs S J A Curr 
Mr M H Elston 4 Boulton Close, Burntwood, Walsall, W Midlands, WS7 9LD 

CHANGE or ADDRESS 

Mr J D Knowles 144 Conunonside, Hanging Eaton, Batley, W Yorks, WF17 GEE 

SOCIETY MEET 

Sunday 28th April 1991 

Surface walk in the Chelmorton/Wye Dale area 

Leader: Chris Heathcote 

Meet at Wye Dale car park (Grid ref SK104725) at 10.30am 

The route is Deep Dale, Bullhay Dale, Chelmorton, sough Top, Blackwell and Wye Dale. The 
walk passes through dales that contain old mine workings and natural caves. 

The length of the walk is about 8 miles. Bring a packed lunch suitable clothing and 
footwear. 

LKVAMT BNGIR APPEAL 

The Levant Mine Engine House, near St Just, is familiar to many mining historians who have 
visited the area. It is the oldest steam engine in Cornwall and was saved by the 
Trevithick society in 1935. It was later handed over to the National Trust. 

There are now plans to build a boiler house and restore the engine to an operational 
condition. It is estimated that this work will cost £75,000 and the Trevithick Society 
has launched an appeal to raise the funds for the project. Any contributions should be 
sent to:- The Trevithick Society, c/o Mr S Thomas, 2 Trevarnon Close, Connor Downs, Hayle, 
Cornwall, TR27 5DJ. Cheques should be made payable to the Trevithick Society. 

FOREIGN MIRING HISTORY GROUPS 

There are a number of mining history groups in Europe and several of these groups have 
formed themselves into associations. Paul Sowan has been appointed by NAMHO to act as a 
liaison officer for these foreign groups and to prepare a list and brief description of 
those groups who are currently active. The list will be available to members in the 
future. 

BOOK REVIEW 

"Minerals of Cornwall and Devon" by P G 
£3.95) and "Minerals of the English Lake 
Stanley (1990), (160pp. Cost £14.95). 
(Natural History), London. 

Embury and R F Symes (1987), 
District - Caldbeck Fells" by 

Both books are published by 

(vi+154pp. Cost 
M P Cooper and C J 
British Museum 

These are beautifully produced and contain many full colour photographs. In addition to 
having detailed descriptions of the minerals, they also contain a brief sununary of the 
local geology and mining history. 
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Both of these books deserve a place on our bookshelves. 

Lynn Willies 

SERIOUS ACCIDENT - CONISTOR COPPER MIRES 

At the end of last year there was a serious accident in Coniston Copper Mines during a 
through trip from Levers Water to Hospital Level. The cause of the accident would seem to 
be clipping onto the wrong side of a doubled rope, 

Several safety points came out of this accident. They were:-

a) Recognising which side of the rope to clip onto on a through trip where the rope 
is to be pulled through 

b) A good caving helmet. This factor undoubtedly contributed to the survival of the 
casualty and it would seem unlikely that a "construction" type helmet would have 
taken that sort of punishment. Coupled with that is the importance of a "Y" 
shaped chin strap. 

c) A proper first aid pack. The colleagues of the victim in this incident were 
undoubtedly able to stabilise his condition and await rescue due to them having a 
good first aid kit. 

d) Spare clothing. The victim was prevented from becoming exposed whilst awaiting 
rescue by there being available some extra clothes available and a "bivi" bag. 

Chris Jones {NAMHO Equipment Officer) 

MAGPIB MIRE PBATURED IN TELEVISION PROGRAMME 

BBC TV recently showed a 
parts of the Midlands and 
air balloon. One of the 

series entitled "Balloon". These programmes featured various 
included reports linked by a journey across the area in a hot 
areas featured was the Peak District and Magpie Mine was 

prominent in the programme. 

The programme includes a sequence in which Harry Parker is interviewed by the presenter, 
Sue Beardsmore. 

The series is being repeated shortly and the episode that features Magpie Mine will be 
shown on BBC-1 on Monday 22nd April 1991 at 11.0Dpm. 

MAGPIE COTTAGE REFURBISHMENT 

The New Year saw the Magpie Mine Field Centre acquire a new facility. For the first time 
in its history it has a permanent flush toilet The official opening ceremony was 
performed on 20th January by the Cottage Warden, John Stott. 

John was concerned that this new luxury would deprive him of one of his duties, that of 
emptying the old Elsan. Nature, however, soon provided him with an additional duty. That 
of thawing out the pipes, cistern and U Bend after the coldest weather for four years. 
Fortunately there were no burst pipes. 

Indeed, nature seemed to be intent on giving us a hard time. It was originally planned to 
bury the septic tank on 8th December but the severe snowstorms and blizzards made it 
impossible to get out of the cottage and so no work was done until the following week. 

The completion of this phase of the work, together with the previously completed mains 
water project now makes Magpie Cottage a much more attractive location for members and 
their families to meet. 

The new generator is now being installed. This machine is a replacement of the old 
generator which has given such good service over the years. 
simpler to start and produce a more stable power supply. 

The new generator will be 

Thanks go out to all of those members who have helped on this stage of the refurbishment. 
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Anyone who wishes to assist with other sections of the refurbishment of the 

Society's Field Centre should contact Andy Gillings. 

The security arrangements at the Field Centre have recently been modified. Would any 

member who wishes to have access to the cottage please contact John Stott, Bolton 21843 or 

Andy Gillings, Nottingham 635497. 

Work in progress to install the septic tank 

at Magpie Cottage. 

Photo by H M Parker 

John Stott, Cottage Warden, about to 

make the first "flush" of the newly 

installed w c at Magpie Mine Field 

Centre Photo by H M Parker 

Lrl'TER FROM CANADA 

History in the making as the flush 

toilet is officially opened at the Magpie 

Mine cottage Field Centre, all made 

possible by the installation of mains 

water and the septic tank. 

Photo by H M Parker 

John Peel working on the 

installation of the new generator 

at the Magpie Mine Field Centre 

Photo by H M Parker 

Dr W A S (Bill) Sarjeant, the first Chairman of the Society and a continuing member, has 

recently written to say that although he is not able to be deeply involved in miming 

history in Saskatchewan, he is developing other interests. 

The mines of Saskatchewan are mostly opencast uranium mines which, due to to the paranoia 

about uranium, are obliterated as soon as they are closed. 

It is pleasing to record that Bill's outstanding work on the history and bibliography of 

the earth sciences was rewarded last June when he was presented with the Sue Tyler 
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Friedman Medal of the Geological society of London. In the address by the President at 

this presentation, specific reference was made to Bill's association with the formation of 

PDMHS. The only previous recipient of that medal was by Stephen Jay Gould of Harvard. 

We all congratulate Dr Sarjeant on being honoured by this presentation. 

Bill Sarjeant is now developing his talents as an author by getting involved in writing 

endeavours external to his geological work. The subjects on which Bill is now writing may 

intrigue members of the Society, if only to show them onto what strange paths their former 

Chairman has strayed, especially those who know him of old. 

The first published novel is "MS Holmes of Baker Street - The truth about Sherlock" by 

Alan Badley and William A s Sarjeant, available from W A  s Sarjeant at £16.00 (including 

surface postage). This is the startling truth about the world's greatest detective, 

already exposed on radio and television and now set forth in full for the first time. 

The other novels, written under the "nom de plume" of Antony Swithin, constitute the first 

two of an initial quartet of historical science fantasies. Two more are under editorial 

consideration, in the first of which there are strong "echoes" of the Peak. They 

are under the general title of "The Perilous Quest for Lyonesse". The first novel, 

already published, is called "Princes of sandastre" and is set in the early lSth Century 

and describes a young man's quest that will change his life and reshape a land forever. 

The sequel, to be published in April 1991, is called "The Lords of the Stoney Mountains". 

All of these books are being published by Fontana Paperbacks. 

HAGPIZ COTTAGE RJ:FURBISHMBNT FUND 

Laporte's have recently donated £100.00 to the Magpie Cottage Refurbishment Fund. 

Chris Heathcote recently completed a sponsored walk in Derbyshire to raise funds for the 

Magpie Cottage refurbishment. The walk raised £231.00 for the fund. 

Many thanks to all those persons who have contributed to this fund since it's inception. 

Chris Heathcote displays the route 

prior to signing up sponsors at the 

Annual Dinner 

Photo by H M Parker 

STONE WALLING AT HAGPIZ MIRZ 

Ready for the off from Mam Nick 

Car Park. The walk was 

completed in four hours 

Photo by H M Parker 

Once more the Society is hosting a "Stone Walling" weekend at Magpie Mine. This event is 

to be held on the 29th and 30th June 1991 under the auspices of the Derbyshire Branch of 

the Drystone Walling Association. 
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These weekends are becoming an annual feature of our calendar but the last two "stone 

walling" weekends that have been held at Magpie Mine have been spoilt by the weather. In 

1989 it snowed and last year it rained heavily. It is hoped that this year the members of 

the DWA and the Society can have a more constructive weekend. 

All Society members are invited to come along to Magpie to watch, or even to try their 

hand at, the art of stone walling. There is still nearly a mile of walls to be rebuilt. 

DIMMINGSDALE QUARRY 

Leicestershire Museum and Art Gallery has, at last, acquired the well known painting of 

Dimmingsdale Quarry. This quarry was located on the Ferrer's Staunton Harold Estate near 

Melbourne, Leicestershire. 

The painting was completed in 1810 and shows the quarry at the height of activity. 

Limestone was first dug from shallow workings in the 13th Century. By the early 18th 

Century it had become a full-scale commercial operation. Lead ore was mined and smelted 

until the 1840's but the quarry itself was worked until just before the First World War. 

The quarry was flooded when the Staunton Harold reservoir was developed. The surrounding 

area has been planted with trees and the valley is now a nature reserve. 

It is expected that the painting will eventually be displayed at the Snibston Industrial 

Heritage Centre at Coalville. 

NAMllO CONFERENCE 1991 

Full details of the 1991 NAMHO Conference, to be hosted by the Welsh Mines Society at 

Blaneau Ffestiniog on 3rd to 6th May, have now been released. 

In addition the conference itself, there is a programme of surface and underground meets 

that are designed to provide interest to all who attend. The Saturday evening social will 

be centred on the Llechwedd Slate Caverns, both underground and on the surface. 

Full details are available from the Newsletter Editor (Wes Taylor) or Mrs H (Boo) Vernon, 

78 Oakenshaw Lane, Walton, Wakefield, W Yorks, WF2 6NH. (Tel: (0924) 257017). 

THJ: FIRST SOCIETY MEET OF 1991 

The first Meet of the Year was an eight mile walk round the Axe Edge 

area near Buxton. Leader Chris Heathcote points out the route to 

Tony and Evelyn Dixon, John Poulter and Keith Gregory. 

Photo by H M Parker 
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HAIG PIT WHITEHAVEN 

British Coal have applied for planning permission to scrap the steam engines at Haig Pit 

and to demolish the Engine House. Attempts are being made to save both the engines and 

the Engine House. 

HllALTH AND SAFETY LEGISLATION 

The HSE has recently issued a consultation document in respect of two proposed sets of 

regulations for mines. These proposals include reference to activities in abandoned mines 

and may impact onto the activities of mining historians. 

The first document relates to "Shafts & Winding in Mines" and the second to "Management of 
1 Mines" and includes first aid and surveying practice. 

UNDERGROUND SPACE IN THE ISLE OP MAii 

The Isle of Man Government has recently claimed ownership of ALL underground cubic space 

in mine shafts and abandoned workings. Prior permission has now to be obtained from the 

Department of Industry to explore an abandoned mine on the island. This permission is 

only given on a disclaimer basis and where, in the opinion of the Department, a request 

for entry to a mine is a genuine and acceptable request by a responsible person. 

Anyone proposing to visit the mines on the Isle of Man should contact the local mining 

history groups for advice. 

CLOGAU MINE - WALES 

The new owners of Clogau Hine intend to start mining operations at the site rather than 

turn it into a show mine. 

ALLENDALE SMELT MILL CHIMNEY 

The chimney of the smelt mill to the west of Allendale was struck by lightning last June. 

The top half of the chimney has been destroyed and there is a blackened gash down one side 

of the remaining stonework. Debris from the chimney was scattered over a large area. 

COPA HILL, CWMYSTWYTH AND SURRBIWZR AND OLD GANG MILLS, SWALEDALE 

It was not possible to publish the photographs associated with the above articles in the 

last edition of the Newsletter. They are now included below. All of the photographs are 

by Lynn Willies. 

... 

�(. 

Archaeological dig at Copa Hill Roasting Hearth at Surrender Hill 
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Old Gang Smelt Hill (1990) Surrender Hill (1990) 

DERBYSHIRE CAVING ASSOCIATION 

DCA haa arranged several training events for the current year. These will cover various 

aspects of caving technology and practice as well as Cave Leader Training courses. For 

further information please contact Nigel Atkins. Tel:- (0283) 216507 or (0831)449919 (car 

phone). 

The situation over access to Oxlow Mine is still sensitive. It is essential that all 

persons treat the farmer, Mr Rowlands, with consideration and courtesy. If anyone finds 

anything amiss in the area would they please advise Pete Mellors (Tel:- Mansfield (0623) 

882515), as soon as possible. 

NORTH STAFFS GROUP OF THE GEOLOGISTS ASSOCIATION 

Thie active group hold meetings in the North Staffs area and field meets both locally and 

in other parts of the UK. Anyone interested in joining the group and taking part in their 

activities should contact the secretary, Jill Smethurst, 11 The Dingle, Haslington, Crewe, 

Cheshire, CWl lR�. Tel:- Crewe 582818. 

ACKNOKLEDGEMENTS 

Thanks are extended to the following members who have provided copy for this edition of 

the Newsletter and who have not been credited for specific articles within the text. They 

are Andy Gillings, Keith Gregory, Mike Luff, Harry Parker, Adrian Pearce and Bill 

Sarjeant. 

COPY FOR THE JULY EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the Newsletter is 4th June 1991. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, Staffs, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- Barton under Needwood 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Company No 12279331 (Registered in England) Liability limited by Guarantee 

Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 

Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- Matlock (0629) 583834. 
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