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NEWSLETTER No 59 JULY 1991 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Forest of Dean - Old Ham to Old Bow Trip on 9th March 1991 

"On behalf of the party who attended the above meet we would like to formally thank Jim 
Cooper for organising such an interesting event. In particular, as two of the more 
"geriatric" members of the Society, we record our appreciation of the patience and good 
humour displayed by Jim and his helpers whilst negotiating the more awkward sections of 
the trip. We also greatly appreciated the provision of the chocolate biscuits and soft 
drinks at a point in time to recharge our flagging spirits." 

Margaret and Brian Tildesley 

Black Engine Mine, Hucklow Edge 

"Laporte Minerals are tunnelling from the Milldam Mine at Great Hucklow to connect with 
the Black Engine Mine and Ladywash Mine. As we are now only 120 metres away (April 1990) 
I am sure that you will understand my concern when I was recently told that unauthorised 
entry into the Ladywash Mine was made some time ago by persons unknown. Entry was made 
via the Black Engine Mine shaft. 

The Black Engine Mine will shortly become an integral part of the Milldam/Ladywash complex 
and for obvious reasons access cannot be permitted. 

The Company has reinstated a locked cover on the Black Engine Mine shaft and erected a 
warning notice on the shaft top because future blasting will expose any weakness in old 
shafts and old workings. 

Would you please give as much publicity to this situation, informing as many people as 
possible of the extreme danger of attempting to repeat the earlier foolhardy venture." 

F E Smith, Chief Surveyor, Laporte Minerals. 

DIMHIRSDALB QUARRY 

The article relating to the Dimminsdale painting in the last edition of the Newsletter was 
abstracted from a local newspaper source which contained a number of errors. Dr Trevor 
Ford has kindly provided the following correction. 

"It is wrong to say that the quarry was flooded by the construction of the Melbourne 
Reservoir. The quarry was flooded about the mid 19th century, long before the reservoir 
was thought of. The present water level in the quarry is a few feet above reservoir level 
and a small stream overflows from the quarry into the reservoir." 

MAGPIE MI.NE 1950'& ENGINE HOUSE 

The 1950's Engine House at Magpie Mine has recently been rebuilt. The original engine 
house was damaged in recent storms and one part had been completely destroyed by the wind. 
The original engine house was "listed", (probably the only listed tin shed in the 
country), and so it had to be rebuilt to the original design and clad with corrugated iron 
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sheet and timber. The cost of the work was part-funded by English Heritage. 

The building contains the winding engine that was used when Magpie Mine was last worked as 
a commercial venture in the 1950's. This engine is a slightly modified winch off a ship. 
The power source was a diesel engine but this was removed before the society had an 
interest in the Magpie Mine site. 

The reconstructed engine house at Magpie Mine 
Photo by H H Parker 

SATURDAY OOBRUJICI: - TID GEOLOGY or TID PBAJt DISTRICT 

A "Saturday Conference" is to be held at the Peak District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath 
on Saturday 12th october 1991. The subject is "The Geology of the Peak District" and the 
speakers are Dr Trevor Ford, Dr Lynn Willies, Dr Richard Ineson and Dr David Quirk. 

The conference starts at 10.30am and will end at about 5.30pm. There will be a charge of 
£2.00, payable at the door, to cover expenses and refreshments. 

The programme is:-

10.30 
11.30 -
11. 4 5  -
12.45 -

2.00 -
3.00 
3. 15 

4.15 -
S.15 

11.30 
11.45 
12.45 

2.00 
3.00 
3.15 
4.15 

5.15 

"The Geology of the Derbyshire Dome" by Dr Trevor Ford 
Coffee 

"The Minerals and Mineral Veins" by Dr Trevor Ford 
Lunch (Make your own arrangements) 

"Ore-forming Processes" by Dr Richard Ineson 
Tea break 

"The Structure and Genesis of the South Pennine orefield0 by Dr David 
Quirk 

"Benef iciation of the Ores through the ages" by Dr Lynn Willies 
Closing remarks by Dr Trevor Ford 

COAL HIRING IR YORKSHIRR 

on Sunday 17th March 1991 some seventeen members and a dog joined Dr Ivor Brown for a 

circumnavigation of the St Aidian's opencast coal site near Castleford. Thie was followed 
by what almost amounted to a car rally to the Caphouse Colliery later in the day. 

The opencast site was viewed from four different locations which required a circuitous 
route to be taken and this would have been simplified if the party had been able to "take 
to the boats". In 1988 the area had been inundated with four billion gallons of water, 
which had broken through a 100 metre breach in the bank of the nearby River Aire, to form 
a lake some 70 metres deep. 
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The mechanics of this mind-boggling disaster, and the breath-taking plans to put the 
matter right, were explained in detail by Ivor in hie superbly researched and graphic 
manner and included the presentation of fact sheets on the hour every hour. The recovery 
will involve the diversion of the River Aire and adjacent Aire and Calder Navigation away 
from the flooded site. Ivor also explained the plans to make part of the area a nature 
reserve. 

Following this first phase of the meet there was a short trip down the Ml to the Yorkshire 
Mining Museum that is based on Caphouse Colliery. After lunch there was a walk around the 
area to see the mining remains that include the world's first tramway viaduct and tunnel. 

It was now time for the party to divide. One group took the "tripper-trip" underground at 
Caphouse. This worthwhile venture includes a descent of the shaft to the underground part 
of the museum. The remaining members motored on to see the "listed" classical bell-pit 
mounds at Bentley Grange, Emley. 

The well supported meet was extremely interesting, informative and enjoyable. It had been 
led by one of our real experts on the subject of ancient (and modern) coal mining in 
Yorkshire. 

Harry M Parker 

J. 

By a babbling brook • • •  - The Aire and Calder Navigation - with 
the flooded St Aidan's opencast in the background, Dr Ivor Brown 
(front right) briefs the group at the first location. 

Photo by H M Parker 

OBITUARY - Dr ARTHUR RAISTRICIC 

Industrial archaeology has lost one its greatest protagonists with the death on Bth April 
1991 of Dr Arthur Raistrick at Skipton in Yorkshire. He was 94 years old. 

Born in Yorkshire, he was educated at Bradford Grammar School and Leeds University where 
he gained a MSc in Civil Engineering and a further MSc and PhD in Geology. From 1925 
onwards he published many articles and research papers on such subjects as glaciation, 
lead smelting, coal and iron working and the wool trade. His work "Dynasty of Iron 
Founders - The Darbys and Coalbrookdale" published in 1953 created the climate that lead 
to the founding of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum. Society members will know him best for 
his definitive "A History of Lead Mining in the Pennines" which he co-wrote with Bernard 
Jennings, "Two centuries of Industrial Welfare" - the story of the London Lead Co and it's 
operations in Weardale and Teesdale, and "Lead Mining in the Mid-Pennines". 

Amongst Arthurs many other interests were the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science and the Yorkshire Archaeological society. He was a past president of the Ramblers 
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Association, the YHA and the Holiday Fellowship. He also took a close interest and had a 
deep involvement with the Yorkshire Dales National Park, an area of the country which he 
loved. 

He was a man of strong principles. A life-long socialist and pacifist caused him to be 
imprisoned in Wormwood Scrubs and Durham Jail as a conscientious objector in the First 
World War. During the Second World War he left paid employment to avoid paying taxes that 
might be used to finance the war effort and again became a conscientious objector. 

Arthur Raistrick was a scholar and enthusiast but his meticulous research, dedication and 
simple philosophy of life made him the most approachable of men. He will be sorely missed 
but he will be remembered for his great contribution to the story of industrial 
archaeology. 

Harry M Parker 

Dr Arthur Raistrick 
Photo by H M Parker 

FORTHCOMING SOCIETY KEETS 

1. Surface Meet at Dene Quarry, Cromford Hill, Cromford 

Date: Sunday 14th July 1991 

Leader: Don Harris 

Meet at the car park on cromford Hill (85036 Cromford to Wirksworth road), Grid Ref 
SK292563, at 11.00am. 

Dene Quarry is 
party will see 
working faces. 

an active quarry and Don Harris worked at this quarry for 47 years. The 
current quarrying practices and old mine workings intersected by the 

The meet will last about 2 hours but it can be extended if required. 

SAFETY HELMETS ARE ESSENTIAL and must be brought by all visitors. There are a few helmets 
available for loan from the Peak District Mining Museum but it is best to bring your own. 
Remember, NO HELMET, NO VISIT. 

Outdoor clothing, appropriate footwear and packed lunch required. An indemnity form may 
have to be signed. 
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This is an opportunity to study the geology, quarrying techniques, old mine workings (from 
the surface only) and to learn from the lifetimes experience of an expert in the subject. 

2. Yatestoop Sough - Darley Dale 

Date: Tuesday 23rd July 1991 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

Meet at Matlock Railway Station approach road at 7.30pm. 

This is a joint meeting for PDMHS and Masson Caving Group members. It is an easy/moderate 
through trip and requires wading in water, probably up to thigh depth. There are fixed 
ladders to be climbed down to the sough level. 

For further details, please phone Paul Chandler (Chesterfield (0246) 220773), evenings 
only, 

3. Surface walk in the Peak Forest/Wheaton area 

Date: Sunday 28th July 1991 

Leader: Chris Heathcote 

Meet on the lane from Peak Forest to Old Dam (Grid Ref SK114795) at 10.30am. 

The walk, which will be about 8mls of easy walking, will be over countryside which 
contains mining remains and dales that also contain evidence of mining. 

Outdoor clothing, appropriate footwear and packed lunch required. 

4. surface walk in the Monyash/Alport area 

Date: Sunday lst September 1991 

Leader: Chris Heathcote 

Meet at Chapel Lane Car Park, Monyash (Grid Ref SK149666) at 10.30am. 

This will be a moderate lSml walk with several steep climbs out of the dales. It will 
pass through both Lathkill and Bradford Dales, each of which are of interest to the mining 
historian. 

outdoor clothing, appropriate footwear and packed lunch required. 

S. Channel Tunnel Exhibition - Folkstone 
Date: Sunday 8th September 1991 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

This is a joint PDMHS/Masson caving Group/East Midlands Electricity outing. It is a coach 
trip, that is suitable for all of the members of the family, that will leave from 
Chesterfield (06.30am) and Matlock Bath (06.SOam). The coach will arrive at the Channel 
Tunnel Exhibition at noon. It will leave Folkstone for home at 04.00pm and it is expected 
to be back at Matlock Bath at 09.00pm and Chesterfield at 10.00pm. 

The coach fare will be abo1•t £10.00 per head, depending upon the number travelling, and 
the entrance charge to the exhibition will be at the group rate of £2.20 for adults and 

. £1.10 for under 16's and OAP. 

PDMHS members are welcome to make their own way to Folkstone and meet the rest of the 
group at the exhibition. They should be at the exhibition at 12.00noon to take advantage 
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of the admission rate. 

Please contact Paul chandler to book your places BEFORE 21st 
intending to make your own travel arrangements to Folkstone. 
(0246) 220773) in the evenings only. 

ALTERNATIVELY 

Date: Friday 6th September 1991 to Monday 9th September 1991 

Provisional progranune: 
Friday Travel down to Folkstone 

July 1991, even if you are 
Telephone (Chesterfield 

Saturday Underground visit in the Folkstone area, possibly to include the 
"Original" Channel Tunnel. Easy trips but probably wet. Bring your own 
equipment. 

Sunday Channel Tunnel Exhibition 
Monday Return home 

If this weekend appeals to you, please contact Paul Chandler before 2lst July 1991. 

6. Lead Smelting Hille of Swaledale 

Date: Sunday 15th September 1991 

Leader: Richard Lamb 

Meet at 10. 00am at the Burgoyne Arms on the Green at Reeth. Grid ref: SE 083993. 

Following a visit to the Grinton Mill (SE 049064) where a somewhat different 
interpretation to the current published version will be made, the party will concentrate 
on the Surrender and Old Gang Hills. After lunch the Arkengarthdale mills, octagon and 
CB, will be visited together with the spectacular hushes on the hillside above the mills. 

The emphasis will be placed on the extensive physical remains coupled with the leader's 
researches in the North Yorkshire County Records Office at Northallerton. 

The Dales can be inhospitable at any time of the year so please bring warm clothing, 
waterproofs, boots and a packed lunch. The OS Outdoor Leisure Hap No 30 is virtually 
indispensable and a background knowledge can be gleaned from Raistrick "The Lead Industry 
of Wensleydale " Vole l & 2, and Clough "The Lead- Smelting Mills of Yorkshire Dales (and 
Northern Pennines)". Members requiring illustrated explanatory notes should contact the 
leader (Richard Lamb (0609) 748359) prior to the meeting. 

Subject to demand, further meetings will be arranged for less accessible sites where 
permission to visit is required. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS POR 1991/92 

Members are reminded that their subscriptions for the year 1991/92 become due on let 
September 1991. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. 

The subscription rates are:-

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£11. 00 
£13.00 
£15. 50 
£ 5.00 
£18.00 

The subscription rates are for UK Members and for Overseas Members who pay in sterling. 
Overseas members who wish to pay in local currency should add 20% to cover the additional 
administration costs. 

Please renew your subscription before you forget. send the completed forms and your 
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cheque/postal order (payable to "The Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd) to the 
Membership secretary, Mr R Paulson, Holt House, Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 SGQ. 

DBBD OF COVENANT 

If you pay Income Tax you can make your subscription worth more to the Society. As a 
Registered Charity the Society can claim a rebate from the Inland Revenue of the Income 
Tax that you have already paid on the value of your subscription to the Society. All that 
you need do is to agree to pay your subscription to the society for a minimum of four 
years. A form is enclosed with this Newsletter to enable you to make this declaration. 

Members who already pay their subscription under a Deed of covenant will receive an 
individual reminder when their current Covenant expires. 

1RW MDOHERS 

Mr N R Burne 
Mr J Hewkin 
Dr & Mrs P T Craddock 
Dr s Howell 
Mr R Marsh 
Mr K Anderson 

CBAllG• OF ADDRESS 

Mr A J Edis 
Dr A Lyons 
Mr A W Porter & Ms s M J 
Smith 
Mr & Mrs R E Prime 
Mr I c caatledine 

SOCIBTY PROJECTS 

72 Winchester Rd, Brielington, Bristol, BS4 3NH 
33 Hathersage Drive, Leabrooks, Derbys, DBSS lLR 
56 St Margarete St, Rochester, Kent, MEl lTU 
253 Brasscroft Village, Hadfield, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 7HQ 
5 Brookside Glen, Chesterfield, Derbys, S40 3PG 
Stowthere Farm, Edmundbyers, Consett, Co Durham, DHB 2NL 

233 Glenville Grove, London, SEB 4BT 
9 Northbridge st, Robertebridge, East Sussex, TN32 SNY 

Rossington Cottage, Matlock Moor, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 SLP 
The Hill Farm, Longford, Derbys 
3 Ridgedale View, Ripley, Derbys, DES 3UW 

It is the Policy of the Society to encourage individual members to identify and pursue 
projects that they wish to develop. These projects, however, must not be advertised, or 
construed as Official Society Projects unless they have been approved by the Management 
Committee of the Society. In particular, the name of the Society must not be used as a 
means of gaining access to land or mines, nor should it be used as a means of placating 
angry landowners, farmers or mine owners. 

The Society will endorse and support, by all available means, those projects that have 
been approved by the Management Connittee. All applications for society support must be 
submitted to the Management Committee via the Hon Secretary, Mr K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR. 

Before a project will be approved the applicant will have to satisfy the committee that 
all necessary permissions, eg from farmer, mineral owner etc, have been, or will be, 
obtained and that the project will be carried out in a safe and responsible manner. 

TBS •WD or AR BRA 

on Thursday 6th June 1991 all of the mining plant and equipment at The Wheal Jane Tin Mine 
was sold by auction. 

The mine had been kept open on a "care and maintenance" since production stopped several 
years ago. The owners, Carnon Consolidated Ltd, have now decided to close the site and 
all of the equipment has been sold. 

The only tin mine still being "worked" in Cornwall, albeit on a very small scale, is south 
Crofty at Camborne. 
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WALX IR THI: CHBLHORT01' ARJ:A 

On Sunday 28th April 1991, Chris Heathcote gathered up the nine members who had turned out 
for this walk on a bright and sunny day. The walkers passed the large Topley Pike 
limestone quarry before entering Deepdale with its selection of natural caves and old lead 
mining workings. The large adit in Bullhay Dale was explored by some members of the party 
before the climb up Grove Rake. 

After lunch it was on to Sough Top and Blackwell before descending to the Wye Dale and a 
relaxing stroll alongside the river back to the Wye Dale Car Park. 

This was a very pleasant day out, thoroughly enjoyed by the small and enthusiastic group 
which attended this meet. Many thanks to Chris for organising the walk. 

PD.MBB MDIBSRS CLEAR OUT A LOCJt BYWASH FOR THB CHBSTBRPIRLD CARAL SOCIIETY 

PDMHS members who are also associated with the Chesterfield Canal Society spent a very 
cold day in February unblocking and cleaning out the canal bywash at the lock which is 
located at Newbridge Lane, Brimington. As it appeared that PDMHS members spend their 
leisure time grovelling about underground, Dave Penney, Don Cambridge and Stephen Rodd 
were asked to clear this underground channel. 

The bywash was filled with an assortment of bricks, tyres, slate, stone, road gravel and a 
roll of sheet lead. All of this debris lay on a 6" layer of black slime. The rubbish was 
shovelled into half of a 5 gallon drum which was pulled from the bywash by a rope, emptied 
and then pulled back to the working area to be refilled. 

Not a difficult job! Wait for it. The bywash proved to be 2'6" wide, 1'6" high and 60 
feet long. In the middle there was a 30 foot brick arched section which has a bricked 
floor and this has a slight hollowing to aid the flow of the water. This is the original 
bywash and this has been extended at both ends sometime in the past. The southern end has 
been extended by about 10 feet whilst the northern end has been extended by about 20 feet. 
These extensions have been constructed by laying large stone slabs on the floor, building 
up dry stone walls up from these slabs and then using more slabs to form the roof. The 
northern extension has a sharp right hand curve to allow the water to return to the canal. 

Dave Penney 

BOOK RKVIBW 

-· 

The lft 6in high original bywash (left) and extension 
that was cleared out by PDMHS members 

Photo by D Penney 

,...,,. 
_.,,. ·• 

"Stone - Quarrying and Building in England AD 43-1525" edited by David Parsons, published 
by Phillimore & Co. Ltd, Shopwyke Hall, Chichester, Sussex, for the Royal Archaeological 
Institute, 1990. 244pages. £40.00. ISBN 0 85033 768 2. 

Those of us interested in metal mining all too rarely give much thought to the parallel 
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extractive industry of stone quarrying, yet it is an important part of our heritage and 
has greatly affected our landscape in many locations. 

Studies of the history of quarrying are all too rare yet most of our cathedrals, churches, 
castles, public buildings and homes, both stately and plebeian, necessitated large 
quantities of stone being obtained and shaped to order. This book, which is collected 
papers of a conference held in 1988, goes a long way towards filling the gap in our 
knowledge. It covers the period from Roman to Tudor times and looks at the problems of 
identifying the stones used, their properties in terms of carvability or simple 
rubble-infilling, their sources at home or abroad and their frequent re-use. (Roman ruins 
were a useful "quarry" for Medieval building stone.) 

The transport of large quantities of stone, often for many miles, was a constant problem 
and this was discussed in some detail in connection with Brixworth Church in 
Northamptonshire. 

The north of England gets rather thin treatment except for two chapters dealing with the 
use of thin fissile sandstones from the West Yorkshire Millstone Grit and coal Measures 
for roofing "slates", and the use of various stones for building around the middle Trent 
Valley, west of Derby. Mining for Chalk and Flint in and around Norwich provided the 
material for dressed flints in lime mortar, but little is said about the details of the 
mines. 

The book emphasises the need for much more research, both in 
identification and dating of ancient quarries - and archival 
the provenance of stone for buildings, both large and small. 
with much food for thought. 

Trevor Ford 

aooo .as UD BAD .as 

the field - the 
- the extraction of data on 

A book well worth reading 

The good news is that the old powder house at Millclose Mine has recently been scheduled 
as a Grade 2 building. The bad news is that the building collapsed during the winter. 

A proposal has been made that this building be rebuilt. 

PEll DISTRICT MIDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIBRARY 

The PDHHS Library ie located in the Local Studies Library at the Derbyshire County Offices 
in Matlock. 

The "books" and "reprints" section of the Society Library have recently been separated and 
a new and extended library catalogue has been produced to reflect both the change and 
recent acquisitions. Copies of the new catalogue are available from the Hon Recorder at a 
nominal cost of £3.85. 

A list has been compiled of all of the caves and soughs and some of the mines in the 
Ordnance Survey grid square "SK". Thie list contains about 1000 names that are all cross 
referenced against the OS grid reference. Copies of the list are available to members at 
a nominal cost of £1.00. 

Following "Rate Capping" of Derbyshire county Council the Local Studies Library has 
introduced a charge for postal and telephonic enquiries that require a written reply 
and/or photocopies of material to be supplied. The charges for this service is £1.70 plus 
copying costs plus postage plus VAT • • • • •  Society members may well find that it is cheaper 
to route their enquiries via the Hon Recorder, Roy Paulson, Holt House, Holt Lane, Lea, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 SGQ. Tel:- Matlock (0629) 534775. 

Please make all cheques for library catalogues etc payable to "PDHHS Ltd". 
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DATZ FOR YOUR DIARY 

Please note that the AGM and the Annual Dinner will be held at Matlock Bath on Saturday 
7th December 1991. Full details will be published in the next edition of the Newsletter. 

IUlfTHEAD LEAD MIJfING CZlfTRB 

A feasibility study by Cumbria County Council and The North Pennine Heritage Trust to 
develop the Nenthead area into the Nenthead Lead Mining Centre has recently been 
completed. A meeting of interested parties was recently held at Nenthead to discus the 
report and it's implication on the area. The outcome of this meeting was not available as 
this edition of the Newsletter went to press. 

The basic proposal is that the Nenthead site be developed in four phases so that it will 
compliment the other lead mining sites in the area at Killhope and Allenheads. The 
proposed phases in the development are:-

1. Heritage Centre 

Some of the existing Rampgill buildings are to be converted to form a Heritage Centre that 
would be complimented by the Assay House. The Heritage centre would be operational by 
March 1993 and this would form the base for The North Pennine Heritage Trust. 

2. craft Workshops and Cate 

The other existing Rampgill buildings that are currently used as a battery hen house would 
be converted to house an unspecified number of small workshops that could be used by local 
craft related industries. During this phase a cafe would be provided on the site. 

3. Underground Hine Workings 

Smallclough Mine has been identified as the ideal site to provide a "tourist underground 
experience". Extensive work would be done on the mine to make it safe for use as a 
tourist mine. This work would include the provision of a second means of egress and the 
installation of electric lighting within the mine. 

Visitors would only be admitted into Smallclough Mine as part of the official guided 
tour. It is proposed that Smallclough mine would be opened to tourists in 1995. 

4. Long Term Restoration Programme 

A long term programme to conserve and maintain the other major features on the site has 
been proposed. This would include putting other existing buildings on the site to 
"imaginative" use. 

It is expected that the cost of implementing all of these proposals would be El.IM and 
that it would be spread over ten to fifteen years. The bulk of the work, and money spend, 
would, however, be carried out in the first few years of the development. 

RECZlfT PUBLICATIOlf 

"Kent and East Sussex Underground" by the Kent Underground Research Group, published by 
Heresborough Books, Gillingham, Kent. ISBN 0948193 581, Cost ES.95. 

It will surprise many people to discover that South-East England has a huge variety of 
underground features ranging from simple pits dug for agricultural chalk (deneholes) to 
extensive subterranean quarries from which thousands of tons of stone were excavated. 
There are also natural caves, old military tunnels and shelters and countless wells and 
cess-pits. 

This book describes and explains many of the types of underground sites found in Kent and 
East Sussex. 
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RECOVERY 01' A VI1'TAG2 CHAIOUL TUlfllEL TUNN2LLI1'C MACHINE 

A TML (Transmanche-Link) employee and PDHHS member, Tony Paulson, was recently involved in 
a piece of mining history with a difference. He was a volunteer member of a team that 
recovered a unique vintage channel tunnel tunnelling machine. 

This machine had been designed and manufactured by Douglas Whitaker of Union Street, 

Leicester for the 1906 Channel Tunnel Scheme. Nothing became of this particular project 
but the Channel Tunnel company of 1919 did purchase a Whitaker machine. This was machine 
No 12 in a aeries and was purchased at a cost of £6150. 

The machine was 32 feet long and it was powered by a 90 kw SOO volt DC electric motor. 
The power supply was provided by a steam driven generator that was located outside of the 
tunnel. The cutting head was 5 feet in diameter and a 128 metre long exploratory tunnel 
was into the cliff face at Folkstone. The machine was withdrawn to the tunnel portal and 
then it was "mothballed" in a timber shed. 

Parliament took until 1930 to reject this tunnel project by a majority of only 7 votes. 

During the Second World War a landslip demolished the shed and the machine was covered 
with the debris. Here it lay undisturbed until September 1990 when the THL group cleared 
the site and recovered the machine. The machine is now being fully restored and ownership 
has now been transferred to the Science Museum. It is currently on display at the the 
Channel Tunnel Exhibition site at Cheriton alongside a present day landward running tunnel 
machine that has been recovered after completing it's work on the current tunnel. 

-�he other two landward machines have been cut up and the three British seaward machines 
are being entombed for posterity in mid-channel. 

"Today's smile • • • • • • • •  " 

The Pit Head Baths at Magpie Mine 

Photo by H M Parker 

PD.MRS MEMBERS SHROPSHIRE WSSURD 

Paul Chandler organised a very successful joint PDMHS/Masson Caving Group/Shropshire 
Caving and Mining Club weekend in Shropshire over the weekend of 27th/28th April 1991. 

Visits were made into Snailbeach Lead Mine and the Clive Coppper Mine. Both trips were 
well supported and they were thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended. 

The Saturday was spent in snailbeach Lead Hine where access was via five pitches down to 
the 40 yard level. This level was explored and a number of artifacts were found. These 
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artifacts included a well preserved tub, copper tipped rammers, scrapers and even the 
remains of the black powder and fuses used during the last days of working the mine. The 
level, together with some of it's hazards, was photographed before it was time to climb 
back to the surface via either ladders or the use of SRT after an enjoyable and sporting 
trip. 

The Clive Copper Mine was visited on the Sunday. Access was, once more, via a shaft but 
it was easier than on the previous day. The traverses and stqpes were still spectacular 
and there were a number of areas where there was superb copper and other mineral staining. 
A nice hand picked level was also encountered. At the bottom of a 70ft winze there was a 
crawl which deteriorated into a couple of tight sections before a wellshaft containing 
water at about 80ft was found. Another enjoyable day ended with the climb back to the 
surface. 

WBIL'S DISEASE 

Following the confirmation that cavers have contracted Weil's Disease on Mendip and in 
Stoney Middleton, the NCA has produced a pamphlet warning cavers of the danger of 
contracting this disease and recommending simple methods of protection. 

Weil's Disease is transmitted by rats excreting an organism which can affect humans and 
which has been known to result in death in about 10% of cases. The incidence of Weil's 
Disease is increasing. 

Rats commonly live near water and the leptosplra organism is passed into the water where 
it continues to live. Anyone who gets in contact with contaminated water is at risk. Any 
skin wound or blister, old or new, may be infected if immersed in water polluted by this 
organism. Cavers can very easily get small cuts and abrasions on their hands etc, 
especially when "digging", and it is considered that the wearing of protective gloves will 
provide the most effective protection. 

The disease is curable if detected in time and if your believe that you have been at risk 
you should draw your doctor's attention to this fact. The early symptoms are fever, 
muscular aches and pains,loss of appetite, vomiting with prostration. Later symptoms may 
include bruising of the skin, sore eyes, nose bleeds and jaundice. 

The incubation period is 7 - 13 days. The fever lasts for about 5 days and may be 
followed by significant deterioration. 

Thanks are extended to the following members who have provided copy for this edition 
the Newsletter and who have not been credited for specific articles within the text. 
are Roger Burt, Paul Chandler, Keith Gregory, Chris Heathcote Harry Parker and Roy 
Paulson. 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBIR EDITION OF THIE NEWSLETTER 

of 
They 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the Newsletter is 4th September 1991. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wee Taylor, 18 station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- Barton under Needwood (0283) 713315. 

PBAK DISTRICT MIMBS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Company No 12279331 (Registered in England) Liability limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 JNR. Tel:- Matlock (0629) 583834. 
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