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NEWSLETTER No 61 JMUARY 1992 

AlfJWAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Seventeenth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical Society w.as 
held at Matlock Bath on the 7th December 1991. 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the year ending 30th June 1991 were accepted. 

Chairman's Report to the society for 1990/91 

I am pleased to be able to report on a year of considerable progress and activity. 

Our Museum is continuing to hold its own in these times of economic recession. Despite a 
reduction in adult visitors, the number of school parties has increased and the overall 
situation is satisfactory. work is in progress to improve the entrance and sales area 
although the museum continues to exist in the shadow of the possible redevelopment of the 
site by the Derbyshire Dales District Council. 

During the winter the accessible area of Temple Mine was extended, thus improving the 
appeal to the visitors to Matlock Bath. The Mine continues to produce a significant 
income to the society. 

The work to refurbish the cottage at our Field Centre at Magpie Mine has continued. A 
septic tank and flush toilet has been installed. A new electric generator, with remote a 
remoter start facility and a very impressive set of controls and meters, is now working. 
Work has progressed towards the installation of a shower. The contract for the pointing 
of the inside and outside of the cottage, together with the rebuilding of the chimneys, 
has been executed. This work at Magpie Mine is being funded jointly by grants we have 
received and by monies that have been allocated from our reserves. We look forward to the 
further benefits to the Society when all of the work is_ complete. It will be an excellent 
field centre. I would add a special thanks to Andy Gi~linge for organising and 
co~ordinating the work at Magpie Mine. 

Those of you who were at the the last annual dinner will remember the sponsored walk then 
to be undertaken by Chris Heathcote. I am pleased to be able to state that this walk 
raised the sum of £232 towards the Magpie Cottage refurbishment fund. Chris went on to 
lead four more walks during the year. 

During the year conservation work has been carried out at Horse Buttocks Mine, Old Mill 
Close Mine and New venture Mine. In addition an exploration survey was made in Hill Carr 
Sough to inspect a roof fall. 

Our links with the Peak National Park were confirmed when I had the pleasure to represent 
the Society at their 40th Anniversary Celebrations last April. 

During the year we have had a substantial number of field and indoor meetings. There were 
some 15 events held during the year, including a full day conference on the Geology of the 
Peak District. The visits took members to places as far apart as Folkstone and Reeth. I 
look forward to this level of activity continuing and I wish to thank those who have done 
so much work i n plann i ng and organising these mee tings. 

I wo uld al s o like t o thank a ll o f those me mbe rs who have worked in whateve r wa y o n o ur 
Soc i ety' s behalf d ur i ng the past y e ar. Many names come t o mi nd and I wi sh t o thank the m 
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all. To those with whom I personally have had the privilege of working over the past 
three years, I would like to say what a pleasure it has been. It has been a stimulating 
experience. 

Finally, I would like to extend my best wishes to my successor. May he find the 
experience to be equally rewarding. 

Axel Chatburn 

The Society's "engine room" in action at the AGM. From left, 
Treasurer Roy Paulson, Secretary Keith Gregory and newly
elected Chairman, Wee Taylor. 

Photo by H M Parker 

Elec tion of Directors 

.-....__ 
Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the Directors of 'the· Society for 1991/92 
are: -

Chairman 

Deputy Chairmap 

Hon Secretary 

Hon Treasurer 

W J Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbya, 
DE12 8NA 

Tel: Barton under Needwood (0283) 713315 

A Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3HJ 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 584468 

J K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 55400 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ 
Tel: Matloc k (0629) 534775 

Hon Editor Dr T D Ford, 21 Elizabeth Drive, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4RD 
Tel: Leicester (0533) 715265 

Hon Recorder R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Oerbys, DE4 5GQ 
Tel : Matloc k (0629) 534775 

Ordinary Members N Birkett, 12 Francis St , Mansfield, Notte, NG18 2NW 

- 2-



.. 

P Chandler, 24 Central St, Has1and, Chesterfield, Derbys, S41 OSE 
Tel: Chesterfield (0246) 220773 

E Dixon, 21 Marlborough Drive, Belper, Derbys, DES 1LB 
Tel: Belper (0773) 823020 

L J Riley, "The Mount", 13 Boon Hill, Bigna1 End, Stoke on Trent, 
Staffs, ST7 8LA 

Tel: Stoke on Trent (0782) 722754 

D Warriner, 49 Francis St, Mansfield, Notte, NG18 2NW 
Tel: Mansfield (0623) 661127 

D Williams, "Clovelly Cottage", Lower Terrace Rd, Tideswell, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK17 9LX 

Tel: Tideswell (0298) 871909 

ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held at the Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath on 7th 
December 1991. The Guests of Honour were Mr & Mrs Ian Thomas and Mr & Mrs Paul Deakin. 

The Toast to the Guests was proposed by the Chairman, Wes Taylor. 
of the National Stone Centre, replied proposed a Toast to the 

Newly elected Chairman, Wee Taylor, introduces Ian Thomas at the 
Annual Dinner. Also pictured (from left) are Mrs Valerie.Taylor, 
Ian Thomas (Director of the National Stone Cent r e) and Mrs Thomas. 

Photo by H M Parker 

The society Awards for 1991 were presented by Dr Trevor Ford. These were:-

Director 

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines Conservation was awarded to Andy Gillings for 
his dedicated work on the the Magpie Mine development project. 

2. The Peak Mines Award was made to Dr Jim Rieuwerts and Ron Slack for their 
contributions to t he PDMHS Bulletin in 1991 . Unfortunat ely neither of recipient s were at 
the function to receive their awards. 
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A special award was presented by Dave Warr i ner. As Dave introduced the award, Harry 
Parker, the Society's Publicity Officer prepared to photograph the presentat i o n and it 
slowly dawned on him that he, Harry Parker, was the recipi~nt . It was left to Chris Bull 
to take over Harry's camera to record the presentation of the "Golden Glow Stoker Award 
1991" in recognition for keeping the Magpie Cottage stove so well fed that the heat forced 
members to go outside in search of jobs that required t o be done. Harry was also 
presented with cigars and a gift voucher in appreciation of the complimentary photographs 
supplied to members on the various Society activities. 

" .. 

•'•I 
. • . r~ 

Andy Gillings (left) receives the Harold Sarjeant Award for Hines 
Preservation from Dr T D Ford 

Photo by H M Parker 

Harry Parker (right) receives t he " Golde n Glow Stoker Award" f r om 
Dave Warri ner 

Pho t o b y Chris Bull 
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To round off the evening an excellent selection of "snaps" was presented by Paul Deakin 
during the evening. Moat of the "snaps" were recent photographs of underground locations 
in Cornish Mines, many of which have now been flooded . 

) 

1UW MBMBERB 

In festive mood (note the hat), the leading 
underground photographer, Paul Deakin prepares 
to delight the audience after the dinner with 
a show of magnficent scenes from mines in 
Cornwall and Derbyshire 

Photo by H M Parker 

Mrs J R Adetunji & Family "The Old Meeting House", Toadhole Furnace, 
Oakerthorpe, Derby , DES 7LL 

Mr R Mainwaring 
Peak Park Joint Planning Board 

Mr & Mrs H J Martin 

Mr D L Ambler 
Mr & Mrs D A Wilkinson 

Mr & Mrs A M Hibbert 
Mr N J O'Reilly 
Mr P H Riley & Family 

5 Sheather Av, St Ivea, Sydney 2075, Australia 
"Aldern House", Baslow Road, Bakewell, Derbys, 
DES 7LL 
37 Chepstow Drive, Leegomery, Telford, Shropshire, 
TFl 4UP 
9 Croft Av, Mansfield, Notte, NG18 4SR 
"Roach Side", Goldsytch 1-foss, Quarnford, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK17 OTE 
12, The Nur series , Ea s t wood, Nott ingham, NG16 3EL 
" Pennine View", Wooton, Ashbourne , Derbys, DE6 2GW 
68 Whitecoates Lane, Chesterfield, Derbys, S40 3HL 
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CHJUfGB OF ADDRBSS 

Mr A J Farrel 
Mr B E Webb 
Mr & Mrs T J Worthington 

"Ty du", Abbey Rd, Llangollen, Clwyd, LL20 8EB 
10, Peel St, Langley Mill, Nottingham, NG16 4DR 
30 Prospect Drive, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3TA 

FUTURE SOCIETY MBETS 

Sunday 9th February 1992 

Mines in the Via Gellia, Cromford 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

Meet at the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath at lO.lSam 

This is the second meet in the series to explore all of the accessible mines in the Via 
Gellia. The mines visited will be the easy mines of Slayley Sough and Jacobs Dream. 

Saturday 22nd February 1992 

An illustrated talk on "Blue John" by Peter Harrison 

To be held in the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum and will start at 7.30pm. 

The talk, to be given by the proprietor of Treak Cfiff caverns, is suitable for persons of 
all ages and of either sex. It will last for about 1.5 hours. 

Sunday 22nd March 1992 

Mines in the Via Gellia, Cromford 

Leader; Paul Chandler 

Meet at the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath at 10.15am 

This is the third meet in the series to explore all of the accessible mines in the Via 
Gellia. On this meet the mines to be visited are Old Gells and Silver Eye. 

The degree of difficulty is moderate. In Old Gells there is a shaft to be crossed. In 
Silver Eye there is a tight section and a number . of free climbs. 

Sunday 29th March 1992 

Lead smelting mills of Wensleydale and Swaledale ( Leader: Richard Lamb 

Meet at Leyburn Market Place at lO.OOam. Do not forget the change to BST. 

This further trip to the Dales will enable the partly-buried remains of Keld Heads Mill to 
be explored, together with the entire industrial c omplex o f the area . The site is now 
covered by trees and dense scrub, hence the desirability to visit the area before the new 
vegetatio n obscures the details again. 

The flue running to Cobscar Mill, where the mill chimney is still standing, is two miles 
long. At the mill the extant building, ore hearths and roasting furnace will be studied. 
After visiting Marrick Cupola the day will end with a visit to the Arkengate Mills, 
Octagon and CB, once very impressive buildings. 

Please take warm clothing, waterproofs, boots and packed lunch. The OS Outdoor Leisure 
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Map No 30 will be useful and bac kground informat i on can be gathere d from Clough, Raistrick 
and L o Tyson (British Mining Nos 29 and 38). Notes will be available at the meeting for 
those who contact Richard Lamb, Tel: Northallerton (0609) 748359, by mid-March. 

PROPOSED SOCIETY VISIT TO GERMANY - MARCH 1992 

Ther'e are still vacancies on the proposed visit to Bochum, and other locations, in 
Germany. It is proposed that the visit will take place in March 1992. Anyone who is 
interested in joining the party, and who has not already done so, should contact Dave 
Wiliams as soon as possible at " Clovelley Cottage", Lower Terrace Rd, T i deswell, Buxton, 
Derbys, SK17, 8LX. Tel: Tideswell (0298) 871909. 

i 
SOCIAL HISTO~~ OF CLAI CROSS 

Cliff William•, who is an authority on the history of the Clay Cross area of Derbyshi re , 
rece ntly gave an illustrated talk on the Social History of Clay Cro se to PDMHS members . 
The talk illustrated the development of the area from a rural community to the 
industrialise d area that we all know today. 

PEAK CAVERIIl AND YOUDS LEVEL 

David Arthur has recently lead Society Meets to Peak Cavern and Youds Level. 

Thirteen members attended the Peak Cavern meet on 17th November and they all all 
thoroughly enjoyed the event. The party visited the Main Rising, beyond which cave divers 
have made substantial discoveries. At the end of Lake Passage the party arrived at Ink 
sump, an area that is' allegedly affec ted by contamination from the Hollandtwine Opencast. 

Only one member joined David for the trip into Youds Level on let December. The 
conditions were considered to be even wetter and more strenuous than those remembered from 
previous visits. The small party reached the Gentlewomans wo rkings before returning to 
day. 

David Arthur 

JOINT MEETING TO YATESTOOP SOUGH 

Last August there was a joint meet between PDMHS and Masson Caving Club at Yatestoop 
Sough . About two dozen members from these organisatio ns gathered at Enthovens Ltd at 
Darle y Dale for the visit into the sough. The access to the sough is via one of the 
Millclose Mine engine shafts that is maintained by Enthoven for access to a water supply. 
This shaft i s equipped with three flights of fixed ladders and substantial wooden stagi ng. 

After a very civi lised desc ent past the foundat ions o f the old engi ne house the group 
picked their way over wooden stemplea which had supported a rais ed (dry) catwalk. First 
sto p after getting i nto the knee d eep water was at a sha l e col laps e which had water 
gushing through i t. It was then bac k alo ng a very high, but narrow, s hale l evel t o the 
j unctio n with the sough and another lined shaft whic h had a thunde ring spray of water 
coming from it . Upstre am on the sough there were more s hale collapses and old PDMHS d i gs. 
Downstream there was about 500 metre s of surprisingly stable shale tunnel with emelle and 
brightly colo ured iron formations that were r eminiscent o f a North Pe nnine level. 

All too soon we were pas sing through the dressed grits tone arching at the tail of the 
s ough and into t he River Derwent. I t was then a p l easant walk over the old tailing dumps 
bac k t o the starting po int. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler for organising the evening and to Enthoven Ltd for granting 
access f o r the trip . 

Keith Anderson 
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THE KINES OF THE VIA GELLIA 

For the first meet in the series at the Via Gellia, Cromford, a small group of members 
gathered to visit a series of "easy" mines. The party were lead by Paul Chandler and the 
mines visited during the day were Dunsley Spring Level, Henstocks Mine, Spencers Level, 
Bonsall Leys Level and the Road Adit. 

Many thanks to Paul for organising and leading this meet. 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 5th February 1992 

An illustrated lecture entitled "The Construction of the Channel Tunnel" will be given by 
Tony Knowles at the Winding Wheel, Holywell St, Chesterfield on the 5th February 1992. 
Tony is the Public Relations Officer with Trans Manche-Link, contractors for the Channel 
Tunnel. 

The talk will start at 7.30pm and there will be an admission charge of £1.50 per person. 

DR WILLIAM A S SARJEMT 

Dr William A s Sarjeant has recently gained two further awards . In May 1991 he received 
the Founder's Medal of the Society for the History of Natural History, presented in the 
Linnean Society Chambers of Burlington House, Piccadily, London. In October 1991 he 
received the History of Geology Award of the Geological Society of America at the meeting 
of the Society at San Diego, California. 

The Society congratulates Bill Sarjeant, the first Chairman of the Society and currently 
with the Department of Geological Sciences at the University of Saskatchewan, Canada, on 
being the recipient of these merituous awards . 

TBB SMELTING KILLS OF SWALEDALE 

A small band of kindred spirits met at Reeth on Sunday 15th September 1991 to embark on a 
day of sheer unmitigated pleasure brought only to a close by the fading light. 

The meeting was ably lead by Richard Lamb and the subject of lead smelting was briefly 
introduced before examining the peat house and recently consolidated mill at Grinton. 

Lawrence Barker, of Healough, who has an enormous wealth of local knowledge of mining and 
smelting, showed the party the remains of several bole hearths that are located in the 
vicinity of Grinton Youth Hostel. 

After lunch Surrender Mill came under scrutiny where David Cranstone was able to discuss 
the recently discovered structures on the site. The final site visited was Old Gang which 
is a very complex site. Once more David Cranstone was able to explain the finer details 
of. the site. 

All of the sites visited provoked a lot of discussion and speculation which was enjoyed by 
all. All to soon the day was over without the planned excursion to Arkengarthdale being 
carried out . Thanks to all who attended and who made the meeting so memorable, 7.ith 
special thanks to David and Lawrence for their contribution without which we ~uld have 
been somewhat poorer. \ 

Richard Lamb I 

POLLOTIOII IN K!IOTLOW KIRB 

Members are advised that there is still serious pollution of the water in Knotlow Mine. 
Derbyshire Caving Association are trying to get this level of pollution in the mine 
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reduced. 

OXLOW KI III'B 

There ar~ extremely unstable areas at the bottom of the First Pitch and at the head of the 
Second PL·~ch in Oxlow Mine. Be very careful if you go into this mine. 

/ 
NAMBO I!Kmts 

COME TO SHROPSHIRE IN 1992 

DO YOU WANT TO 

WHEN 

WHAT 

WHO 

COST 

HOSTS 

DETAILS 

.Explore local mines? 

.Learn underground surveying? 

.Attend seminars on preserving mining sites? 

.Have a conducted surface tour local mines? 

.Learn single rope techniques? 
.Buy books? 
.Buy equipment? 

WHATEVER YOUR INTEREST, WE CAN CATER FOR YOU 

June 27th - 28th 1992 

This is the biannual field meet of the National Association of Mining History 
organisations 

Anyone with an interest in mining history or underground exploration 

E5.00 per person for the weekend 

Shropshire Caving & Mining Club 

Send A5 SAE to Adrian Pearce, 72 Hopkins Heath, Telford, Shropshire, TF5 OLZ. 
Tel: Telford (0952) 253310 

MINING HISTORY HANDBOOK 

A few copies of the Mining History Handbook are still available. The handbook contains 
details of all NAHHO members and includes contacts for these organisations. 

The handbook also contains addresses of many organisations which are of use to mining 
historians as a source of information. It also contains guidance notes for anyone 
starting to research a particular project. 

The cost of the handbook is £3.50 and is available from the Peak District Mining Museum. 
For orders of 3 or more the cost is £2.00 per copy from Adrian Pearce, address as above. 

BOLES AND SKELTKILLS 

The Historical Metallurgy Society is organising a seminar on the subject of "Boles and 
Smeltmills" in order to stimulate work on the archaeology and metallurgy of the lead 
industry. 

This seminar will take place at Low Row, Swaledale, North Yorkshire on 15th -17th May 
1992. Provisional costs are £10.00 n on-residential o r £35.00 r esid e ntial. 

Full details are available from David Cranstone, 59A Dartmouth Ave nue, Low Fell, 
Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, NE9 6 XA. Tel: 091 482 2004. 
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CONSERVING BRITAIN'S MINERALOGICAL HERITAGE 

A meeting on the above subject is to be held from the 31st March to 2nd April 1992. It 
will held under the auspices of the Mineralogical Society, the Geological Society 
Conservation Committee and the joint Nature Conservation Committee. The meeting will take 
place in north west of England and will include field trips as well as discussions. 

It is hoped to address the need to conserve mineralogical sites as features of 
considerable national, regional and local importance and as a resource for future 
mineralogical research, study and recreation. 

Further information is available from Dr Des O'Halloran, Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee, Monkstone House, City Rd, Peterborough, PEl lJY . Tel: Peterborough (0733) 
62626. 

BROWlf 21m QUARRY - WATERHOUSES, ASHBOURNE 

The North Staffs Group of the Geologists Association have recently held working parties at 
Brown End Quarry to tidy up the area prior to the official opening of the quarry as a SWT 
reserve. 

A NOTE AND QUERY FROM LEADHILLS - CRIPPS LEVEL 

Grippe Level, the drainage level for the mines at Leadhills, Lanarkshire, is at this 
moment of time choked at a point about 570 metres from the portal. The water has backed 
up to produce a head of about 34 metres. 

The tail of the level has a number of shafts along its length and the blockage is at the 
penultimate shaft. water is issuing through the (backfilled) spoil at the shaft head and 
at one beyond, (Grid Ref NS8850170S). A strong flow of water is also issuing through the 
spoil filling of the portal of a horse level that is located a short distance away, (Grid 
Ref NS88551640). The difference in height between the Horse Level and Grippe Level is 34 
metres. There is water flowing from Grippe Portal but the rate of flow is very much 
reduced. 

Grippe Level drains all of the Leadhills Mines via an estimated 8 kilometres of levels. 
The level was started in 1768 by the Earl of Hopetown to drain the Susanna and adjacent 
mines. It was taken over in 1772 by o ne of the Earl's lessees, the Scots Mines Company. 
Susanna was reached in 1790 and by 1859, when the operations were greatly reduced, Grippe 
had been extended into Brown's Vein but at this time it had not overtaken the older 

I 

Poutsheil Level. Poutsheil Level was driven in the 1860's as part of a programme to us' 
this level as a tramway out to an adjacent dressing floor. It seems probable that th~ 
water now flowing from it is rising via the Borlaise (wembley) shaft and/or old shafts lh" 
the Hill a nd Glasgow veins. Short of digging o ut the portal there is no way of examining \ 
the situation below ground. 

The landowner, Hopetown Estates, is aware of the situation. Messrs Johnson, Poole and 
Bloomer, who were involved in grouting old workings below the village in 1989 , and more 
recently with the capping of shafts, are also aware of the situation. The Clyde River 
Purification Board is also mo nitoring the situation and the author of this article is 
liaising with their Inspector on this problem. 

Do any PDMHS members know of similar situations elsewhere in the country? If there are, 
or were, any similar situations, what happened? The topography at Leadhills makes it 
unlikely that there could be a "blow out" such as occurred at Magpie Sough but there must 
be potential for other problems. 

Any comments would be gratefully received. Bill Harvey, 86 Beechwood Drive, Broomhill, 
Glasgow, Gl 7HS. 
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SOURCES OF COPPER FOR THE BRITISH BRONZE AOJ: 

A project has been set up to determine the origin of the ores that were used in the 
manufacture of copper artifacts during the British Bronze Age. The work will be carried 
out at the Isotrace Laboratory, at Oxford University. 

Lead Isotope and Trace Element analysis will be used to characterise the artifacts and ore 
samples. It is hoped that by using this technique it will be possible to match the 
artifacts to regional ore sources, thus providing a wealth of information on the trading 
routes in Bronze Age Britain. 

To enable this work to proceed it is necessary for samples of lead and copper ores to be 
made available for analysis. The samples of ore required for analysis must not be 
weathered or oxidised and detailed information relating to the source of the ore is also 
required. 

~rs of assistance with this project, and requests for further information, should be 
addressed to Brenda Rohl, Isotrace Laboratory, Dept of Nuclear Physics, Oxford University, 
Keble~ Rd, Oxford, OXl 3RH. Tel: Oxford (0865) 237489. 

SNAILBBACB - THE HOVIB 

I A Recordings has recently released a new video entitled "Snailbeach". This 20 minute 
tape tells the story of Snailbeach lead mine in Shropshire, once described as " •• the 
richest mine per acre of ground in Europe .• " 

The long and varied history of snailbeach is illustrated with photographs and 
computer-animated plans and sections. Unique underground footage shows the exploration of 
the large stopes that ' still remain above water level. Many artifacts are shown, including 
the famous "underground workshop" 

The video is available in VHS and Beta formats. The cost is El4.95(incl VAT & delivery) 
and may be obtained from I A Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, Shropshire. animated 

BRITISH COAL RBCORDS 

The Royal Commission on Historical Monuments is talking to British Coal with a view to 
establishing a procedure for saving the British Coal Archives. There are grounds for 
disquiet, however, as British Coal have given the matter a very low priority in its 
accelerated closure programme. The loss of monuments caused by the rapid clearance of 
abandoned colliery sites is also giving cause for concern. 

THB BIG WHEEL TURKS 

A number of Peak District Mines Historical Society members were at the Killhope Lead 
Mining Centre, Weardale, Northern Pennines, when the newly restored water wheel was 
officially run for the_ first time since restoration. 

The wheel was constructed in 1877 and has a diameter of 33ft Sin. It is 6ft 2in wide and 
has 72 buckets, 32 spokes, 7808 rivets and weighs 18 tons. It can generate 47 horsepower 
and uses some 6,000 gallons of water per minute to drive it. The water wheel has not 
worked for over 80 years. 

This special event was on Sunday 8th September 1991 when "Friends of Killhope" day was 
staged. Supporters of the project were given a preview of the mo ving water wheel before 
the official opening later in September. 

The day was a gala occasion with many of the guests turning up in period costume. There 
were stalls, choirs, bands, horse rides, vintage cycles, refreshments etc. There was 
dancing in the evening. 
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The turning wheel - Killhope 
Photo by H M Parker 

Photographic note: Sadly a turning wheel looks very much like a stationary wheel in still 
photography. The trick to show the movement is to use a slow shutter speed to introduce 
some blurring of the spokes. Unfortunately, even the 1/JOth sec used here (the minimum 
possible when hand-holding the camera and with people in the frame) did not give 
sufficient movement. I was hoping for clouds of spray but an efficient water wheel does 
not do that sort of thing! 

Harry Parker 

SATURDAY CORFERBRCK - TH1 GEOLOGY OP THI PEAK DISTRICT 

On Saturday 12th October 1991 the Pump Room at the Peak District Mining HusJum housed a 
comfortable audience of some 40 enthusiasts for what turned out to be a verifiable feast 
of first class information expertly presented by four of the top specialists in their 
academic field. 

The conference was chaired by the Society Chairman, Axel Chatburn. It was opened by the 
doyen of Derbyshire geologists, Dr Trevor Ford, whose initial subject was "The Geology of 
the Derbyshire Dome". He followed this with "The Minerals and Mineral Veins". 

After lunch Dr Dick Ineson spoke of the "Ore-Forming Processes" and he was followed by Dr 
David Quirk who presented a session entitled "The Structure and Genisis of the South 
Pennine orefield". 

The day was rounded off by Dr Lynn Willies who spoke on "The Benefication of Ores Through 
the Ages" (ore-dressing to the uninitiated like mel). 

We (the Society) should count ourselves most fortunate to have such talent amongst our 
members (three of the speakers are PDMHS members) and all four gave us such a splendid and 
informative day. I can only sympathise with those members who were unable to attend and 
quote Shakespeare's Henry the Fifth: "··· and gentlemen in England now abed shall think 
hemselves accursed they were no t here •.• " It was a memorial oc casion and thanks go to 11 
who helped make it all possible, including such tedious, but so vital, tasks as 
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setting up, clearing up, serving the refreshments and washing up. 

Harry Parker 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The Magnificent Four - Dr's Ineson, Ford, 
Willies and Quirk. 

Photo by H M Parker 

"Lands and Lead Miners: A History of Brassington in Derbyshire" by Ron Slack (1991). 
Published by the author, Chesterfield. A4 pb, 197 pp, £6.00. ISBN 0 95097 46 2 5 

Ron Slack's interest in Brasssington has been reflected in his PDMHS Bulletin articles and 
this book consolidates the work of the best part of a decade. It is a very substantial 
contribution to the local history of the White Peak, particularly for the seventeenth 
century. Much of his research has been done in the Public Records Office where he has 
been able to recover and decipher material such as the 1642 Petition which is c laimed to 
contain the names of twenty thousand miners - well several thousand anyway. 

Ron is able to communicate his enthusiasm of the subject in 
work. In view of the prices charged by by many publishers, 
by author-publication the price can be kept down to £6.00. 
every respect. 

Lynn Willies 

this sizeable but readable 
it is of interest to see that 
It is extremely good value in 

"Innovation and the rise of the Tunnelling Industry" by Graham West. Cambridge 
University Press_ 1988; xiii + 355 pp. ISBN 0 521 33512 4. Cost £40.00. 

There are times when mining history, as practised in some quarters, seems to take as 
narrow and blinkered course as some of the worst sorts of railway history. Foe good work 
to be done it is necessary to take a wider view than that which can be had from within a 
mine and, indeed, from within the mainstream mining archives and publications. 

In tunnelling the objective is the creation of underground space rather than the 
abstraction of valuable material but the techniques employed are often identical, or 
c losely related. This is especially true in t he case of hard rock tunnelling. West's 
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carefully researched work studies the historical development of the tunnelling industry, 
with emphasis on the technical innovations on which advances in that industry have 
depended. It covers the period from 1825, when Marc Isambard Brunel. invented the 
tunnelling shield, to the 1980's. 

An introduction surveys pre-1825 tunnelling. This is followed by chapters devoted to the 
history and development of compressed air rock drilling machines, nitroglycerine 
explosives, tungsten carbide drill bits, hydraulic rock drilling machines, tunnelling 
shields, compressed air tunnelling (ie miners working IN compressed air), prefabricated 
tunnel linings, pressurised face tunnelling shields, immersed tube tunnels, hard rock 
tunnelling machines, soft ground tunnelling machines and other developments . 

Each chapter has copious notes and references with several of them being potentially of 
considerable interest to the serious student of 19th Century mining. 

Paul W Sowan 

PROGRESS AT CORNOMLEY LEAD MINB 

The Connonly Project has gone well this summer and many of the major pieces of work that 
were necessary for site safety have been completed by the Friends of Connonly Mine . 

The work has included a reinforced concrete retaining wall that was built into the tip 
alongside the bob-pit at the Engine Shaft. This wall will relieve the pit and shaft top 
of any pressure from the dump. The dump has been replaced and landscaped to hide the 
wall. 

The area around the top of the Engine Shaft and over the stone arched bob-pit was also dug 
out and backfilled with concrete to consolidate the area. As the new collar was kept 
close to the shaft, no trace of the poppet-headframe (used for lifting pitwork) was found. 
It is intended to replace the concrete sleeper cap on the shaft with a grille. The 
material which had collapsed into the bob-pit has also been removed. Sadly, however, the 
only traces of the pitwork were two holding-down bolts near to the shaft edge. 

The large thorn bush growing from the top 
dug out to the clay sub-soil. The shaft, 
about 30 metres depth, is stone lined and 
raft of concrete sleepers was laid across 
was incorporated in the cap. 

of Taylor's Shaft was removed and the ground was 
which is in good condition but is flooded at 
has an oval profile, about 1.8 by 1.3 metres. A 
the shaft and cap~d with concrete. A vent plug 

\~--...... 

The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers spent a second week on site during the 
summer when they built a section of drystone arched culvert which carried the beck under 
the dumps. Sadly, however, due to lack of stone, much of which had been denatured by the 
acid in the spoil, and major damage that was done by a dragline that was used to reclaim 
barytes in the 1950's, it will not be possible to rebuild all of the culvert. It is 
proposed to pipe the middle section of the culvert and arch both ends. 

The overflow to the mine reservoir was breached and this has now been repaired and a 
spillway has been built in to prevent erosion. It is proposed to reopen the original 
outlet which has collapsed and silted up. This will provide a means of draining the 
reservoir if required. In the meantime t he reservoir has filled with water and it is no 
longer in danger of drying up. 

The portal of the Inclined Shaft had been filled with old cars and "chicken exhaust". 
This has been cleaned out but it needs a handrail around the area and the stonework 
requires some repair work to make it sound. A start has been made to repair the pointing 
to the Magazine and Smithy buildings. 

The site roads have been scraped clean and dressed with (limestone) quarry waste. This is 
not in keeping with with the mines's geology (grit, shale and mudstone) but it makes 
better roads and is recognised as foreign material. Moreover, it matches the whiteness of 
the dumps whereas crushed sandstone would not be compatible. 

Work will continue through the winter and next year it is intended to erect notice boards 
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to guide visitors around the site. Anyone is welcome to visit the site but PLEASE leave 
cars on the road and walk up the private track. 

Mike Gill 

CITY .OF DERBY MUSEUM DEVELOPMENTS 

The City of Derby Museum has announced that it is purchasing three rare and important 
Derbyshire minerals from the Ralph Sutcliffe Collection. The minerals are:-

Matlockite (Lead Fluorochloride) 
Phosgenite, also known as Cromfordite, (Lead Chlorocarbonate) and 
Anglesite (Lead Sulphate) 

The specimens were originally found at Bage Mine at Bolehill, Wirksworth in the 1860's. 

In addition, the first phase of the Museum's Natural History Gallery recently opened. The 
theme of this gallery is "On the Rocks" and incorporates "hands on" experience of 
specimens etc to give a new and exciting look at the geology of Derbyshire. This gallery 
is open during the normal opening hours of the Museum. 

HISTORIC LANDSCAPES 

on 14th October 1991, English Heritage announced that it will be consulting interested 
parties about proposals for a Register of Historic Landscapes. Through the Chairman, 
NAMHO has been urging for this proposal as an option for protecting mining landscapes such 
as the Upper Nent Valley, Grassington Moor and the Hungry Hushes in Arkengarthdale. 

COLZOR'l'OR - A LARDSCAPB WITH COAL MIRBS 

- ' The large opencast coal mine site in the par£sb- of Coleorton, Leiceaterahire, has_~oyided_ 

a remarkable opportunity to investigate the working life of Medieval and later miners. A 
seminar, to report on recent discoveries and to look at the many surviving clues to the 
past elsewhere in the parish, is to be held at Nottingham University on Saturday 15th 
February 1992. 

The seminar will be held in Room 12, Centre for Local History, Orc hards Annex at 
Nottingham University. It will start at 10.30am and will last abOut two hours. There 
will be an admission fee of £2.00 per person. 

MARRICK HIGH AND LOW SMELT MILLS 

Due to the deteriorating condition of these important monuments and a problem with the 
landowner regarding access, English Heritage has, for the first time, used the provisions 
contained within Section 5 of the 1979 Ancients Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act. 
This Act gives English Heritage the power to enter land and do emergency repairs to a 
monument which is under serious threat. 

The work being done under the Act includes the consolidation of the chimney at the Top 
Mill and a gable wall at the Bottom Mill. The cost of these emergency repairs is £80,000. 

TAIL-END TAIL 

As an ardent follower of TV medical programmes I was fascinated to learn from a recent 
broadcast that surgeons have now adopted a modern mining technique to cure an age-old 
complaint. 

A problem that is experienced by some elderly gentlemen is the enlargement of the 
prostrate gland and this causes a constriction of the uretha, thus restricting the passage 
of urine from the bladder to t he outside world - a dangerous and painful condition. 
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The traditional remedy was an intrusive operation cutting into the patient under a general 
anaesthetic to remove the gland and with all the attendant risks of such a serious 
procedure. 

The latest micro-surgical techniques now allow surgeons to insert a spring-like mesh tube 
into the patient using the natural passages of the body (use your imagination) with long, 
thin and delicate instruments, micro cameras and optical fibre lights. The mesh tube is 
positioned in the uretha where it is surrounded by the prostrate. When the mesh is 
released from the positioning -instruments it opens out and hold the passage open, thus 

. counteracting the pressure from the prostrate and relieving the problem. 

Where does the mining connection come in you may ask. As members of the Society you will 
know that miners nowadays use semi-circular ring arches to support the roofs of their 
levels. The new surgical device is a full circumference ring arch in miniature, doing the 
same job as a full size version. 

We do not know if the developer borrowed the idea from the mining fraternity but we do 
know that in the near future there will be a large number of elderly gentlemen walking 
about with part of their anatomy ring arched! 

Harry Parker 
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COPY FOR THE APRIL EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

I The deadline for material for the next edition of the Newsletter is 29th February 1992. 

Members are advised that a start in the set-up of the Newsletter is made before the 
deadline quoted above. As the Newsletter can only be published in units of four pages 
material received towards the deadline may have to be held over to the next edition or, as 
in the case of the last edition, a specific effort has to be made to produce a "stop 
press" page. 

It is in everyones interest to get any copy to me as soon as pos sible. If anyone has 
something in preparation that will not be available until close to the deadline, then 
space may be reserved by contacting me at an earlier date. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to: -

Wee Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel: - Barton under Needwood (0283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

company No 12279331 (Registered in England) Liability limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office : Peak Dist rict Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 JNR. Tel:- Matlock (0629) 583834. 
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