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NEWSLETTER Ro 64 OCTOBER 1992 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

Notice is hereby given that the Eighteenth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District 
Mines Historical Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday Sth December 1992 in 
the Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the meeting. The Balance Sheet is included 
with this Newsletter. 

By Order 
J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of Association of the Company, the following 
Directors will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Treasurer 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. One third of the remaining Committee members. 

The Committee that was elected at the Seventeenth Annual General Meeting, that was held on 
Saturday 7th December 1991, is as follows: 

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 

Ordinary Members 

Mr w J Taylor 
Mr A Mutter 
Mr J K Gregory 
Mr R Paulson* 
Mr R Paulson* 
Dr T D Ford* 

Mr N Birkett 
Mr p Chandler* 
Mrs E Dixon 
Mr L Riley 
Mr D Warriner+ 
Mr D Williams+ 

Those whose names are marked (*) are retiring as required by the Articles of Association 
and are eligible for re-election. Those whose names are marked (+) are retiring and are 
not eligible for re- election. 

Fully paid up members of the Society, who are aged 18 years and over, are invited to 
nominate Members of the Society (who themselves are fully paid up and who have consented 
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to the nomination) for the vacant positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the position of: 

Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
3 Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for you to use. Any nomination will be 
accepted provided that it is in the format prescribed. All nominations must be received 
by the Hon Secretary by 2let November 1992. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a written curriculum vitae that will be included in 
the Agenda of the Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required to elect Directors. 

To save members postage coats, nominations for the Committee may be sent with Annual 
Dinner bookings to R Paulson who will pass the nomination forms to the Hon Secretary -
please do NOT send dinner bookings to the Hon Secretary. 

J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

ANNUAL DINNER - Saturday Sth December 1992 

The Society Annual Dinner will be held at the Fishponds Hotel, Matlock Bath, following the 
Annual General Meeting. Please assemble in the lounge of the Fishponds Hotel at 7.00pm 
for the dinner at 7.30pm. 

The Guest of the Society will be Mr Tony Heggs, Chief Executive, H J Enthoven & Sona, but 
the after dinner talk has yet to be arranged. 

M Z 1' U 

Melon Boat 

Soup 

Roast Chicken, stuffing, Chipolata Sausage and Bacon 
Roast and Duchess Potatoes 

Chef's Selection of Vegetables 

Black Forest Gateaux 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Tea or Coffee 

Cost: £10.00 (excluding wine) 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your remittance to Mr R Paulson, Holt House, 
Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 SGQ. 

Tickets for the dinner will be issued. Please allow 14 days for the receipt of your 
tickets. Arrangements can be made for tickets, paid for in advance, to be collected from 
the Peak District Mining Museum but the booking must be made with R Paulson. 
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Postal bookings must be received by 20th November but late bookings, accompanied by full 
payment and subject to availability, can be received up to 2nd December. 

ANIWAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SOCIETY 

Members annual subscription to the Society for the year 1992/93 became due on let 
September 1992. 

The subscription rates are:-

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£11. 00 
£13.00 
£15. 00 
£ 5.00 
£18.00 

The subscription rates are for UK Members and for Overseas Members who pay in sterl~ng. 
overseas members who wish to pay in local currency should add 20% to cover the additional 
administration costs. 

Please renew your subscription before you forget. Please send your cheque/postal order, 
payable to "The Peak District Mines Historical society Ltd, to the Membership Secretary, 
Mr R Paulson, Holt House, Holt Lane, Lea Matlock, Derbye, DE4 5GQ. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr E A Blackburn 

Mr R Clayton 

Mr J W Bowers 
Mr & Mrs J Worewick 

Mr K J Nolan 

Mr H Schoen 

CHARGE OP ADDRESS 

Mr c D Bull 

Mr & Mrs G I Madden 

MEMBERS CAR BOOT SALE - MAGPIE MID 

Rookhope Nurseries, Rookhope, Bishop Aukland, 
Co. Durham, DL13 2DD 
15 Ruehleigh Court, Dore Road, Dore, Sheffield, 
Sl7 3HB 
129 sunny Bank Road, Bury, Lanes, BL9 BLL 
29 Aston Green, Preston Brook, Runcorn, Cheshire, 
WA7 3BP 
West End Cottage, Woodhall, South Duffield, Selby, 
North Yorke, Y08 7TG 
23 Rue de Pasteur Gerold, 67100 Strasburg, France 

"Old Orchard", English Bicknor, Coleford, 
Gloucstershire, GL16 7PD 
23 Redland Drive, Laughton, Milton Keynes, Bucks, 
MKS 8EJ 

Thie event was held on Sunday 7th June 1992 and whilst it rained all week before the 
event, the Sunday turned out to be the ideal English surruner day, sunny but not too hot. 

Sadly, only four vendors took advantage of the opportunity to dispose of goods which they 
no longer required. There was, however, a steady trickle of lookers and buyers throughout 
the morning and a goodly number of interesting bargains changed hands - your writer 
obtained a long sought after copy of the famous Yorkshire Dalee mining novel "Adam 
Brunskill" for a quite modest sum of money. 
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Modern activity - ancient monument! Another first for 
Magpie Mine, the members car boot sale gets underway 

Photo by H M Parker 

Books, wet suite, lamp spares, an ammo box, a twin lens compact camera, household 
artifacts and many other items changed hands. Alan Mutter and his wife added a patriotic 
touch to their stall by flying the Union Jack and garlanding the cottage with streamers on 
mini union flags. All who attended agreed that it was an enjoyable event and, if not a 
runaway triumph, it was certainly worth the journey to Magpie. 

Harry Parker 

CAVE ~ MIRE LEADERSHIP ASSBSSMZ•T 

Guidelines have been agreed between NAMHO/NCA and the Mines Inspectorate to introduce a 
Mine Leadership Assessment for leaders of novices from Outdoor Pursuit Centres, schools 
etc. This does ROT apply to clubs within NAMHO/NCA either for their own exploration or 
the training of their own novices. Currently, NCA offers cave Instructor's Certificate 
(CIC) and a Local Cave Leadership Assessment (LCLA). 

The Training Conunittee of the NCA now intends to replace the LCLA with a new scheme, the 
Local Cave & Mine Leadership Assessment, (LCMLA). It is hoped to introduce the scheme by 
the end of 1993. 

Although this was a limited number event, leader Paul Chandler deserved better support 
than the six who joined him and his wife for a fascinating and enjoyable trip round and 
under this impressive Elizabethan mansion. 

The hall now houses natural history and industrial museums which include agricultural and 
mining machinery. The extensive grounds with their lake and herd of deer are spectacular 
but our special treatment included a visit to the cellars and caves excavated below the 
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building in the Bunter Sandstone of the area. We were accorded a privileged viewing of 
the workrooms of the masons who maintain the fabric of the building and the taxidermist 
who prepares and restores the exhibits in the natural history section. 

In the wine - cellars cum caves underneath Wollaton Hall. 
The barrels were all empty which perhaps explains the 
glum expressions on the faces of the PDMHS party. 

Photo by H M Parker 

A massive iron door guarded the entrance to the nether regions of the house with wine 
cellars, a network of passages, a well and the "Admiral's Bath" - a rocky excavation in 
the shape of a small swimming pool full of water. It is unlikely that any admiral ever 
bathed there, the location being dank, dark and muddy. An incongruous note was struck by 
a depth gauge rising from the water that had been installed by the local water board to 
measure the height of the surrounding water table. 

A number of the passages were walled off for reasons better known to those who did it. 
Perhaps Paul can arrange another visit for a party equipped with helmets, lamps, picks and 
shovels! An excellent meet - pity about the attendance. 

Harry Parker 

FUTURE SOCIETY MEETS 

Would anyone who proposes to attend the meets organised by Paul Chandler to the Lake 
District on 17th/18th October and to Wood Mine, Alderley Edge, on lst November, please 
contact Paul (Tel: Chesterfield (0246) 220773) to obtain final details. 

The provisional programme for the Lake District meet may be modified to suit members 
requirements and experience . 

The number of members attending the Wood Mine meet has to be advised to DCC a week before 
the event. Members should, therefore, advise Paul of their intention to join the party as 
soon as possible. There will be a small c harge, levied by DCC for insurance purposes, for 
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this meet. 

llOTZS FROM THB LAULMm MIDS AllD QUARRIES TRUST 

Work is progressing on the museum site at Threlkeld but delays with DoE grant application 
has delayed the work such that the site will not be open to the paying public until 1993. 
The basis of the display is equipment that has been removed from the Force Crag Mine. 

As a result of an initiative by the National Parks Planning Authority, the Mines and 
Quarries Committee has been formed. The committee consists of representatives from 
English Heritage, NPA, LMQT, CAT and MOLES and the objective is to develop a scheme of 
access and control for mining sites in Lakeland and to make comments on planning 
applications which involve a mine or quarry site in the area. 

A proposal has been made to by CAT and MOLES to re-open the Lucy Level at Greenside Mine. 

PDMHS LIBRARY ARD RECORD OPPICE HOLDINGS 

The Society Library is housed alongside the British cave Research Association (BCRA) and 
Derbyshire caving Association (DCA) libraries in the Local Studies Department of the 
Derbyshire County Library within the Derbyshire county Council Offices at Matlock. 

All three libraries are available as a reference source to members of the respective 
organisations and to the public at large. Visiting Society members are asked to introduce 
themselves to the DCC staff with their membership cards and oblige by signing the visitors 
book •• Study of the documents should be conducted in the department where full copying and 
other facilities are available. Do not use congested book storage area for study. 

The library is open 0900 - 1700 hrs on Monday to Friday. The contacts within the 
department (Tel: Matlock (0629) 580000, ext 6840) are Mrs Jean Radford and Mrs Ruth 
Gordon. 

Catalogues of all three collections can be consulted in both the library and at the Peak 
District Mining Museum. Copies of the PDMHS catalogue can be purchased for £3.85 (cheques 
payable to PDMHS) and for the BCRA catalogue the cost is £5.00 (payable to BCRA). The 
catalogues are available from the Hon Recorder. 

The PDMHS catalogue also lists the deposits of mining interest made at the Derbyshire 
Records Office by the Society and other persons or organisations. These. items may be 
inspected under the usual Records Off ice conditions at Matlock. 

You may also make literature requests, general enquiries, comments and donations of 
material for the collections to the Hon Recorder, Roy Paulson, Holt House, Holt Lane, Lea, 
Matlock, Oerbys, DE4 5GQ. Tel: Matlock (0629) 534775. 

FOR SALBs- BCOROMIC GBOLOGY - TWO SBTS or BOU1'D VOLUMES 

i) Economic Geology Volumes 49 (1954) to 57 (1962) inclusive. These nine bound 
volumes, each with +1500 pages each, contains papers mainly on North America, Non -
European and East European minerals. 

ii) Annotated Bibliography of Economic Geology Volumes 26 (1953 to 38 (1965) inclusive. 
These thirteen bound volumes, of about 350 pages each, have a similar subject - matter 
coverage to the the previous set. 

Offers, to Paul Sowan, c/o CNHSS Ltd, 96a Brighton Rd, South Croydon, Surrey, CR2 6AD, are 
invited and the rescuer would would accept, say, £3 per volume. To minimise the potential 
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expensive postal charge Paul could deliver the volumes in installments via IMHA or NAMHO 
meetings. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS OF CORlnfALL 

A series of 26 photographic prints of the main mining districts in Cornwall (dated 1819 -
1871) are available from the Cornwall Record Office. These prints vary in size from 21" x 
20" to 60" x 42" and the cost varies from £7.50 to £20 . 00 each plus p&p and VAT. 

For full details please contact Cornwall Record Off ice, County Hall, Truro, Cornwall, TRl 
JAY. 

THREAT TO DIMAS MIRES, SOUTH WALES 

There is a proposal to seal Dinas Silica Mines "for public safety". If this involves 
blasting in the entrance and entry subsequently regained by unauthorised tunnelling, just 
how safe will it be? When will these short-sighted do-gooders understand the potential 
problems they may be creating rather then solving problems that really do not exist? 

These mines are, by and large, some of the safest workings known and the recent death of 
an explorer, from heart failure, was unlikely to have been caused by any hazard within the 
mine. 

It is hoped that a gate will be fitted to keep members of the public out of the mines and 
that the keys would be available to genuine mine historians. 
WCMS 

ANOTHER MAMHO MEMBER ACHIEVES CHARITABLE STATUS 

It is announced that the Wealden Cave and Mine Society has is now a Registered Charity 
WCMS 

HOIWMBNTS PRO'l"BCTION PROGRAMME 

English Heritage is undertaking a review of the criteria which it uses to assess the 
suitability of a monument for scheduling. This is being done under a new system, called 
the Monument Protection Programme, which is intended to ensue that there will be a 
reasonable representation of all types of site scheduled. This programme is taking a long 
time to establish because it involves producing Assessment Criteria for each industry's 
monuments. English Heritage is, nowadays, reluctant to Schedule new sites until that site 
has been assessed. 

If a site is threatened, however, detailed written submissions may be made to English 
Heritage or the appropriate District Council which has responsibility for Listing Sites. 
For convenience, District Councils often pass this task to the county Archaeology Unit 
wh i ch is responsible for maintaining the Sites and Monuments Register. The latter is a 
list of sites, which may, or may not, be Listed or Scheduled, which is consulted as part 
of the Planning Procedure . The Register is the lowest level of protection but it ensures 
that the existence of a historical site is not overlooked. 

English Heritage has invited NAMHO to submit detailed proposals relating to the Criteria 
for Scheduling underground sites associated with Non-Ferrous Metal Mines. These proposals 
have been submitted to English Heritage, together with a report on the surface features 
which has been prepared by David Cranstone, but an adequate overview of the industry has 
not yet been c ompleted. 
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NF\MHO has also prepared draft reports on coal, fireclay, ironstone, and miscellaneous 
(stone, sand, gangue materials etc) mines ready for future submission. 

Mike Gill 

ADOPT A HOJWMERT 

The condition of most archaeolqgical sites and monuments in the Yorkshire Dales is not 
systematically monitored. In Scotland and parts of Devon, however, "adopt a monumeat" 
schemes have been introduced whereby volunteers undertake to visit a particular site on a 
regular basis and report on it's condition and any potential threats or management 
proposals. These visits are made in liaison with the landowner/farmer on whose land the 
site is situated. In some cases the volunteers undertake some limited maintenance of the 
site, eg scrub clearance. 

The Devon scheme has now been running for over a year and there are now some 45 volunteers 
involved with the project. The scheme has been successful and their is obvious scope for 
such a scheme to be considered for the Yorkshire Dales. The National Park is considering 
the matter and will shortly be submitting it's own proposals to local Societies. 

Mike Gill 

VIA GELLIA MEET 

The last in the series of meets, organised by Paul Chandler, that were held in the Via 
Gellia took place earlier in the summer. On this meet the mines visited were Hallicar 
Wood Sough, alias Groaning Tor Adit and Good Luck Sough . 

The original name of the Hallicar Wood Sough (Groaning Tor Adit) is unknown but the mine 
is easily found at the foot of Groaning Tor cliff, adjacent to a large tip near the bottom 
of Hallicar Wood. There are remains of a coe at the entrance to the mine and it is 
believed that the mine was worked from at least 1640. A fall had blocked the adit at 
about 40ft but this had been dug out in the late 1950's to give access to the rest of this 
small mine. 

The mine is very muddy, especially in the areas were the level passes through the 
decomposed Upper Lava. The original vein was abandoned after about 300ft but a short 
cross cut joins another poor vein. Beyond another toadstone collapse the passage is wet 
for a short distance before it ends. Thie is the known extremity of the mine but some 
surveys suggest that it may be considerably more extensive. There are a number of shafts 
on a projected line from the Hallicar Wood Sough to the south west. 

on to Good Luck Sough, which is not connected to the mine of the same name. It is located 
some 150yde to the ESE of Hallicar Wood Sough and surveys indicate that the sough is 
heading towards the present known limits of Hallicar Wood Sough. 

The Good Luck Sough is located just above the Lower Lava and was worked from 1750 to 1820. 
The original level has run in at the entrance and access is now gained from a hole that is 
located up the hillside. At the bottom of the elope there is a rift that can be descended 
easily in short stages. There are several rises in the main level an after about lOOft a 
short passage on the left leads into a high stope. 

The floor contains evidence of there being a railtrack in the mine. There are also 
examples of cave pearls which were all carefully avoided. Near the end of the level 
someone is in the process of digging out a backfilled shaft and have so far reached a 
depth of about 20ft. 

The return to day was delayed when it was found that the easily descended rift was much 
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more difficult to climb. This was a fitting end to this series of meets that had been 
held in the Via Gellia over the last few months. 

Many thanks to Paul for organising this series of meets in a very interesting old mining 
area. It has served as an introduction to mine exploration to a number of new members of 
the society and the mines visited ranged from simple dry mines through climbs and crawls 
to experiencing to joys of a wet mine. 

Further details of the mines visited in this series of meets in the 
available in PDMHS Bulletins Vol 4 Part 6 pp 429 - 449 Dec 1971 

Vol 5 Part 1 pp 61 - 80 April 1972 
Part 3 pp 137 - 148 May 

Vol 6 Part 6 pp 263 - 279 Dec 

David Arthur 

OBITUARY - .JOHJI McNEIL 

John Henry McNeil (39) was found dead at his home in Flixton, 
Manchester in August. 

John was a long-time member of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society. He was secretary of the Northern Mines 
Research Society for many years and latterley was it's 
President. He was also a member of the Earby Mines Research 
Group. 

A graduate electrical engineer working in the railway 
locomotive traction industry, John was a keen mining 
historian, fell walker and caver. In recent years he also 
developed an interest in the scientific study of arachids 
(spiders etc) • 

The esteem and affection in which John was held was 
demonstrated by the very large number of people who attended 
his funeral service at Nelson on 24th August. The service 
was followed by cremation at Burnley. The Peak District 
Mines Historical Society was represented on this sad occasion 
by Dr Richard Ineson, Harry Parker, David Pollitt and Dr 
Lynn Willies. 

John's many friends have lost a good companion and mining 
history a devoted, energetic and knowledgeable enthusiast. 

1973 
1977 

Via Gellia are 

John McNeil 
Photo by H M Parker 

.,.. Harry Parker 

CORSBRVATIOR IR THB GWYDYR FOREST 

The Nant Uchaf Tailing Lagoon is being landscaped and the surface water which was flowing 
into the Pare Mine has been diverted. A large stope on the Reservoir Lode has been 
capped. Several adits in the area have been grilled. 

At Hafna Mine and Mill all of the open shafts and adits have been "bat grilled" with 
minimal damage to the site. The fine soil has been grassed over and several blind stopes 
have been filled. Work has started on repainting the mill and a route around the site, 
complete with interpretation panels, will be established. The smelter chimney is also 
being repaired. 
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The spoil areas at Cyffty which are not at features of importance have been seeded without 
the need to alter any tip profiles. The eastern shaft, the engine house of which was 
demolished in the 1960's, has been located and capped. The ginging of the Eastern Engine 
Shaft with the balance bob is 'being repaired before the shaft is grilled. The balance bob 
and pump rods will remain visible to the public. It is expected that an interpretation 
trail will eventually be set out around the site. 

The Vale of Conway Mill is to be surveyed by the Gwnedd Archaeological Trust before the 
structure is repainted. 

R W Vernon 

BOOK RBVIZWS 

Please note that all books that are reviewed or advertised in the Newsletter are available 
from the Peak District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath. Any titles that are not in stock 
can be obtained at short notice. 

"Xing•ley Eviction• - 1905" This book by Pat and Rennie Pickles is available from the 
Wakefield Art Gallery, Wentworth Terrace, Wakefield, WFl 3QW and costs £4.95 plus £1.30 
p&p. 

In 1905 the whole of Great Britain was made aware of the conditions of miners and their 
families living in colliery-owned housing. In the village of Kingsley, near Hemsworth in 
Yorkshire, over a hundred families were evicted from their homes in a dispute between the 
miners and the coal owners. 

This exceptional collection of photographs documents the events as they happened -
families turned into the streets, furniture piled high in storage, life in the tented 
village set up in the fields, the support of Keir Hardie and the early labour movement. 
Poignant images are combined with contemporary newspaper reports to give a fascinating 
account of a landmark in labour history. 

I J Brown 

"The COlllbe Martin Mine•" by Peter F Claughton (1992). Published by the Combe Martin Local 
History Group, Devon. ISBN 0 9509917 6 4, AS paperback, 32pp, cost £1.95. 

Combe Martin is famous, with the Bere Ferrera, for its lead-silver mines worked in the 
late 13th century and this forms an important part of this booklet. There were further 
outbursts of activity in the 16th and 17th centuries which, of course, included th~ 
importation of "German" miners who appeared to contribute little to the success of the 
mines. There was rather more success after their departure from the area. 

There was little mining activity in the lBth century but large scale mining began at the 
end of the century. This activity continued sporadically into the l9th century with the 
mining of iron ore, lead a'nd silver. 

Peter Claughton's researches into the area is extensive and this booklet is a small sample 
of that work. It is well worth buying. 

Lynn Willies 
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"The Iron•tone Quarriea of the Midlanda. Bi•tory operation and railway•. Part V - The 
Kettering area." by Eric Tonks (1991). Published by Runpast Publishing, ISBN 1 870754 050 
256pp, cost £18.95. 

Seven parts of an intended total of eight or nine part series on the Midlands iron mines 
have now been published. The previous published volumes are a general Introduction (Pt _ 
I), The Oxfordshire Field (Pt II), The Northampton Area (Pt III), The Wellingborough Area 
(Pt IV), Rutland (Pt VI)and South Lincolnshire (Pt VII). Further titles will cover the 
Corby Area and Leicestershire. 

All of the works described in this volume were opened during the period 1866 to 1905 and 
some continued being worked until the 1960's. Sixteen sites are described in detail, 
being located both to the east and west of Kettering. 

The majority of the works were opencast but underground mining is reported at Cranford, 
Woodford and !slip. 

The numerous photographs include a generous share of views of buildings, fixed plans; 
excavating machinery, civil engineering structures and working faces alongside the 
inevitable wealth of shots of steam locomotives. Carefully prepared sketch maps convey 
detail of dates of working and development of the working faces, locations of adits and 
shafts, layouts of railway tracks etc. 

Quarry machinery, including navvys, draglinea, shovels, caterpillars, transporters etc is 
described and listed, together with rolling stock used on the railway systems. Details 
and locations are given for bridges, tunnels, embankments and cuttings for the various 
railway lines. Both cable-operated and horse drawn systems are noted. 

Contemporary records held by the British Steel Corporation and the Northamptonshire 
Records Off ice have been used extensively as the basis for the research. Other published 
sources of data include the official Mineral Statistics, Lista and Geological Survey 
publications. In all cases the document references and bibliographical details have not 
been included. In addition, no reference is made to the trade press although catalogues 
for quarry machinery have been consulted. 

Paul W Sowan 

"Beneath the Lakeland Fella - cumbria'• Mining Heritage" produced by the Cumbria Amenity 
Trust Mining History Society, (1992), published by Red Earth Publications, Ulverston. 
Hardback 192pp, cost £14.99. 

Despite the title, this book does include a variety of surface scenes, but a goodly number 
of the 128 black and white photographs are of underground locations. The book has an 
introduction by Mike Mitchell and is divided into sections dealing with apecif ic minerals 
that have been mined in the area. Each section has been written by a member of CAT. 

The publication uses a square fornat, (205mmx205mm), which allows for an attractive layout 
for the mix of old and modern photographs. A few of the photographs are rather dismal to 
all but the most enthusiastic readers but most of them are of considerable interest. The 
accompanying text forms a useful introduction to the sections and which is not readily 
available elsewhere. It might have been more prudent not to include comments such as 
"there is ore in plenty for the enthusiastic collector", or to have at least added that 
the casual removal of ore is theft. 

This is a most useful addition to the bookshelf. It is the best general work from the 
area so far, and good value to boot. 

Lynn Willies 
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"The mine• of Llanymynech Hill" by DR Adams (1970). 
(1992). Shropshire Caving and Mining Club Account No 
plus 50p p&p. 

Edited and updated by A J Pearce 
14. Paperbound A4 61pp. Cost £4.00 

This update of Adam's work is very welcome. The main interest at Llanymynech is the Roman 
copper mine, reached from the golf course, though there was medieval silver mining and 
further activity from the 17th· Century onwards. Roman coins and other artifacts have been 
found, together with several skeletons . The book contains a series of very useful plans 
of the workings which would form a basic starting point for further investigation of the 
site. 

This publication is good value and it is a very good read. 

Lynn Willies 

.NAMHO CO.NF!!RJ:lfCK 1993 

Members are reminded that the 8th Biennial Conference will be held in the Isle of Man from 
the 23rd to 26th April 1993. The conference will be hosted by the Laxey Mines Research 
Group. 

The conference will be centred on the Manx Museum, Douglas. There will also be a series 
of field tripe, both surface and underground, designed to cater for all who attend the 
conference. The Saturday evening function will involve a ride on a Manx Electric Railway 
tram from Douglas to Laxey for a meal and entertainment at the Laxey Glen Gardens 
Pavilion. 

Booking forms, and details of travel costs, are available from the Newsletter editor. 
Booking forms and further information is available from the conference organiser, Rachel 
Robertson, 11 Western Ave, Ballabrooie, Douglas, Isle of Man. Tel: Douglas (0624) 
674702. 

ACJClfOWLBDGEMElfTS 

Thanks are extended to the following members who have provided copy for this edition of 
the Newsletter and who have not been credited for specific articles within the text. They 
are NAMHO and R Paulson. 

COPY' POR THE JA.NUARY' EDITION OP THE RBWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the Newsletter is 5th December 1992. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- Barton under Needwood (0283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MIRES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 JNR. Tel:- Matlock (0629) 583834. 
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