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AHIWAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Eighteenth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical Society was 
held at Matlock Bath on the Sth December 1992. 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the year ending 30th June 1992 were accepted. 
A copy of the accounts is included in this Newsletter. 

Chairman's report to the Society for 1991/92 

As 1992 draws to a close so the Peak District Mines Historical Society continues to 
develop. The last year has had its ups and downs but the Society has consolidated its 
position in the field of mining exploration, conservation and research. 

The level of membership has remained more or less static, which in the present economic 
climate is an achievement in itself. I am, however, not at all complacent about our 
membership numbers and from the the number of people we take into membership each year you 
can assess how many we loose. I am very conscious of this annual lose and speculate as to 
why it occurs. Is it because we do not offer the membership enough activities to 
stimulate their active participation in the Society or is it just apathy? I hope it is 
not the latter. 

The Society has organised a number of underground, surface and evening events during the 
year but, sadly, they have not all been well supported. The organisers put a lot of 
effort into preparing for these events and deserve more support than they sometimes get. 
Having commented on the support for meets I ask for more members to volunteer to organise 
and lead meets, not just leave leave it to a few willing persons. Perhaps new faces will 
draw a larger crowd. 

The Society is far from stagnant and the on-going projects have progressed through the 
year. 

Since the refurbishment of the entrance to the Museum, in conjunction with the extension 
of book sales, more people have visited the Museum and the future looks good. The long 
term future of the Museum at the Pavilion appears to be more secure than in the immediate 
past but there is still a nagging doubt about it's future and contingency plans are still 
being formulated. 

A start has been made to refurbish Temple Mine and make it more attrac tive to visitors. A 
small spar treatment plant has be en recovered from Stoney Middleton and this wi ll be 
erected, to a working conditio n, at the entrance to the mine. 

The improvements to the Museum and Temple Mine, coupled with a more aggressive marketing 
policy, bodes well for the future . 

The dev elopment o f the Magpie Cottage is progressing. The internal ablutions fac ility is 



almost complete and then a start can be made to complete the interior of the existing 
shell. The work at Magpie Cottage is being done for the benefit of all members and to 
make it all worthwhile the Cottage must be used by more members than those who do at 
present. 

There are a number of conservation projects that require to be done at Magpie Mine. 
Authority has been received from the appropriate statutory body to carry out this work but 
the existing band of members who work at Magpie Mine is not large enough to do all of the 
work required. Any member who would take responsibility for the organisation and 
completion of a specific project would be most welcome. 

The Horse Buttocks Mine project in the Winster area is progressing. The exploration work 
is being extended to other mines in the valley. 

The Old Millclose Mine project is on-going and with more areas being found, it is likely 
to go on, and on and on. The highlight of the year at Old Millclose were the open days in 
September when the mine was visited by about 100 persons. 

on the conservation scene it has been a year of good and bad news. The good news includes 
the conservation work carried out by H J Endtovens at Millclose Mine. The original 
proposal to clear and landscape the site alarmed Society members but, following meetings 
between the society and the Company, a compromise was reached and the finished work has 
satisfied all interested parties. 

With the need to divert the road around the Blue Circle Quarry near Castleton, the site 
of New Venture Mine was put at risk. To safeguard the site the Society took on the lease 
of New Venture Mine from Blue Circle. Some conservation work has been done on the site 
during the year. 

One item of immediate concern is the status of our Mining Display at the National Tramway 
Museum at Crich. There is a serious shortage of volunteers to maintain and operate the 
site and there are doubts about the long term future of the display which gives valuable 
support and publicity to the Society. Help is urgently needed for this project. 

The worst news in the field of conservation concerns the serious cracks that have 
developed in the structure of the Magpie Engine House. The cracking has been caused by 
rain getting into the top of the walls, washing out the infill, thus causing the walls to 
crack. I am advised that the building will not collapse in the near future but plans are 
being made to repair the building. The repair of this building will be a major project 
and will have to be done by specialist contractors. 

During the year the society has published two editions of the Bulletin and four editions 
of the Newsletter. The objectives of these publications are very different in that the 
Newsletter is intended to keep members up to date on Society and related activities. The 
Bulletin is a technical publication and is produced in a very different style. Both of 
the editors have been criticised in the past because of the apparent restriction on the 
number of members who have articles/reports published. The simple fact of the matter is 
that the editor can only publish copy that is provided by the membership and if only a 
limited number of members submit copy, then only that limited number of members can be 
credited. So everyone, let us broaden the scope of our publications by more members 
putting pen to paper and providing copy for the editors to use. The standard of both of 
the publications is high, let us maintain, or better still improve these standards. 

From this resume of the year's activities you can see that the society has been very 
active. Unfortunately only a very small proportion of the membership has been involved in 
these activities. Whilst I will be the first to admit that there will always be members 
who can never take an active part in Society activities due to where they live, personal, 
career or health limitations, I do believe that there are many who could take a more 
active part in the management of the Society and/or participation in our functions. I 
know that taking a more active part to the benefit of our society will give you a lot of 
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personal satisfaction. 

Finally, I cannot end this revue of the year without passing on my thanks to everyone who 
has made this year so successful. I warmly thank my fellow Directors and the ex-officio 
members of the Management Conunittee for all the work that they have done in managing the 
Society. To the Editors of the Newsletter and the Bulletin for producing these 
publications from a very limited amount of copy. To the Project Leaders and their teams 
for furthering the aims of the Society and to the Members without whom the Society could 
not exist. 

Chairman Wes Taylor makes his report to the society at the AGM 
with Hon Sec Keith Gregory (left) Photo by H M Parker 

Election of Directors 

Following the election to fill the vacant poets, the Directors of t ,he Society for 1992/93 
are: -

Chairman 

Deputy Chairman 

Hon Secretary 

Hon Treasurer 

Hon Editor 

Hon Recorder 

W J Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbys, 
DE12 8NA 

Tel: Barton under Needwood (0283) 713315 

A Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 JHJ 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 584468 

J K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 JJR 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 55400 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 534775 

Dr T D Ford, 21 Elizabeth Drive, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4RD 
Tel: Leicester (0533) 715265 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 534775 
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Ordinary Members N Birkett, 12 Francis St, Mansfield, Notte, NG18 2NW 
P Chandler, 24 Central St, Haaland, Chesterfield, Derbys, S41 OSE 

Tel: Chesterfield (0246) 220773 
E Dixon, 21 Marlborough Drive, Belper, Derbys, DES lLB 

Tel: Belper (0773) 823020 
J Peel, "Truncliffe House", Smithy Lane, Parwich, Ashbourne, Derbys, 

DE6 lQD 
Tel: Parwich (0335) 25448 

L J Riley, "The Mount", 13 Boon Hill, Bignal End, Stoke on Trent, 
Staffs, ST7 8LA 

Tel: stoke on Trent (0782) 722754 

Magpie Engine House 

The Chairman, Andy Gillings and Alan Mutter gave a presentation to members showing the 
problems that are developing with the structure of the building, the steps that are 
necessary to stabilise the walls and the means by which we hope to finance the project. 

AlllWAL DIJDUR 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held at the Fishpond Hotel, Matlock Bath, on 5th 
December 1992. The Guest of Honour was Mr Tony Heggs, General Manager of Billiton UK. 
H J Enthoven & Sons is a wholly owned subsidery of Billiton UK. 

The Toast to the Guests was proposed by the Chairman. Mr Tony Heggs replied and proposed 
a Toast to the Society. 

Dr Trevor Ford presents the Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Preservation to Mr Tony Heggs, General Manager, Billiton UK, 
for conservation work at Millclose Mine. Photo by H M Parker 

The Society Awards for 1992 were presented by Dr Trevor Ford. These were: -

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines conservation was awarded to H J Enthoven & 
sons of Darley Dale for their work in protecting the Millclose Mine site. 
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2. The Peak Mines Award was made to Dr D T Kiernan for his paper "Twenty Thousand 
Miners can't be Wrong" that was published in the Bulletin Vol 11, No 5. Dr Kiernan was 
not at the dinner to receive his award. 

The formal part of the evening was completed by Dr Lynn Willies giving a short, but very 
interesting and entertaining, illustrated talk on "Ancient Mining". 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr A D Smith 

Mr M J Spencer 

Mr I Stafford 
Mr & Mrs P Westmacott 
Mr & Mrs W D Jackson 
Mr R H Deakin 
Mr L Kirkham 

Mr A J Standen & Family 
Mr G Stone 
Mr J R Thomas & 

Mrs C Wheeler 
Mr R R Vernon & Family 
Mr D I Green 
Mrs M L Howard & Daughter 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Dr J D cotter-Howells 

Mr N Gregory 
Mr M McKay 
Mr S B Bence 
Mr D A L Cranstone, 
Dr R J King 
Dr R P Shaw 
Mr N d'A Laffoley 
Miss E A Spencer 

Mr N R Eley 
Dr M F Critchley 
Mr C C Faulkner & Family 

Swan Industrial Minerals Ltd, 76 Dale Rd, Matlock, 
Derbys, DE4 3LT 
27 Manchester Rd, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Stockport, Cheshire, 
SK12 6SR 
46 Park Rd, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Stockport, Cheshire, SK12 6LP 
13 Alcester Rd, Studley, Warwicks, 880 7AN 
"Pleasant cottage", Brockweir, Chepstow, Gwent, NP6 7NT 
"Rusty Ridge", Riber Rd, Starkholmes, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5JB 
"African House", Outclough Rd, Brindley Ford, Stoke on Trent, 
ST8 7QD 
29 Belfit Drive, Wingerworth, Chesterfield, Derbys, S42 6UP 
24 Pine Ave, Langley Mill, Nottingham, NG16 4BA 
12 Ryecroft, Two Dales, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2FD 

356 Burton Rd, Midway, swadlincote, Derbys, DEll 7ND 
62 Nowell Rd, Leeds, LS9 6JD 
l Riber View, Oker, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2JN 

Department of Geology, Manchester University, Oxford Rd, 
Manchester, M13 9PL 
20 coast Hill, crich, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5DS 
47 Swain Court, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL6 lEC 
45 Milner St, Acomb, York, Y02 4NJ 
267 Kells Lane, Low Fell, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear, NE9 SHU 
42 Church St, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 5SN 
15 Belvoir Drive, Aylestone, Leicester, LE2 8PB 
27 Barley Close, Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 8SB 
Stableyard Flat, Sudbury Hall, Sudbury, Ashbourne, Derbys, 
DE6 5HT 
158 High St, Langley, Slough, SL3 8LF 
26 Woodcliff Heights, Howth, Co Dublin, Republic of Ireland 
83 Lincoln Rd, North Hykehem, Lincoln, LN6 8DY 

MAINTENAlfCE OF THE MAGPIE MINE SITE 

There is always an on-going requirement for maintenance work at the Magpie Mine site. 
This is well illustrated by the photograph below which shows a collapsed abutment wall. 
There are a number of members who work at Magpie Mine but they are unable to develop the 
site and maintain it as well. A further problem is that Magpie Mine is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument and before any work is done, permission has to be obtained from the 
Secretary of State. Permission has been received for some works to be carried out but the 
Department of National Heritage is reluctant to give more permissions before the existing 
outstanding work has been completed. Further help wi th this work is therefore required. 

It is believed that there are members who do not wish to join the existing group but would 
like to become involved in an independent manner . In order t o promote this individual 
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interest it is proposed to ask individual members to take responsibility for the 
organisation and work required for a particular project. There would be no future 
commitment to do other work when the agreed project is complete. It is hoped that a 
personal interest in projects will develop rather than just being part of a group. Help 
and guidance will always be available to anyone who wishes to assist us with this 
continuing problem of maintenance of the Magpie Mine site. Any materials required would 
be provided by the Society, together with any special tools and equipment. 

Collapsed abutment to an old bridge at Magpie Mine. The repair 
of this abutment is typical of the maintenance work that 
requires to be done at the site. Photo by H M Parker 

Will anyone who wishes to undertake responsibility for a specific project please contact 
Andy Gillings, 8 Bernard Av, Hucknall, Nottingham, NG15 SDH. (Tel: Nottingham (0602) 
635497). Andy will advise you of the outstanding work for which permission to proceed has 
been received and will assist you to plan the work of your choice. 

If you do not wish to run a project at Magpie yourself, you will always be welcome to 
assist the existing group with their work. 

FUTUU SOCIETY MEETS 

1. Long Rake spar Kine, Youlgrave 

Sunday 14th February 1993 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Meet either at the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath at 10.00am or at the car park 
adjacent to Long Rake (Grid Ref SK194645) at 10.30am • 

This is a moderate graded trip with some fixed rope traverses and ladder climbs. It is 
not suitable for young persons under 13 years old. 
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2. Briti•h Gypsum East Leak Mine 

FRIDAY 26th February 1993 

organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This is a morning visit to a working gypsum mine. 
by landrover and the visit will last about l.Shrs. 
south of Nottingham. 

The party will be taken into the mine 
The mine is located close to the Ml 

There is a restriction on the number of persons who can attend this meet with a MINIMUM 
age limit of 18 years. 

To book your place and to get further details, please contact Paul Chandler (Tel: 
Chesterfield (0246) 220773 [evenings only)) as soon as possible. 

3. Cumberland Cavern/Wapping Mine, Matlock Bath 

Sunday 14th March 1993 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Meet at the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, at 10.00am. 

Thie is an easy trip that is suitable for all. 

4. The Lead Smelting Mill• of Greenhaw Hill and Pateley Bridge 

Sunday 9th May 1993 

Leader:- Richard Lamb 

Meet by the school on the minor road leading northwards out of Pateley Bridge towards 
Nidderdale (Grid Ref SE152659) at 10.00am. 

This meet will cover in detail the remains of Coc khill, Prosperous and Providence Mills 
and the well-preserved Heathfield Mill (by kind permission of the owner, Mr Harker). 
Please bring adequate clothing, waterproo fs, boots and a packed lunch. There will be some 
walking from Heathfield o n to Greenhaw Hill along Ashfold Beck and return. 

Background informatio n can be gathered from Clough, Raistric k and Jennings (ed, Hi story of 
Nidderdale). Notes will be available at the meeting for those who c ontact the leader 
(Tel: Northallerton (0609) 748359) by mid- April. 

OLD MILLCLOSE URDERGROURD MEET - STH ARD 6TH SEPTEMBER 1992 

This was a repeat of the successful event that had been held in 1990. Access to the mine 
was gained by using two shafts, Sleeper Shaft near the road by the Red Lion Pub at Wensley 
and Shale Shaft which is loc ated some half mile to the North West in Cambridge Wood. 
Sleeper Shaft is 120 feet deep to the landing point and Shale Shaft is 119 feet deep. The 
Op Mole winch was used on Sleeper Shaft and the Society winch was used on Sha le Shaft 
whic h is in a wood and has diffic ult vehicular access. 

Parties of visitors were divided between the two shafts. The visitors went down one shaft 
and up the other. This method of operation minimised the waiting time before going into 
the mi ne. A checking system was set up t o identify who was in the mine at any point in 
time and six guides were availa ble t o escort the p art ies thro ugh the very c ompl i c ated maze 
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of workings. 

On advance request, visitors had been provided with a detailed and clear information sheet 
which told them all they needed to know about winch riding, movement underground, 
clothing, lighting and the checking system. 

Saturday was an excellent day weatherwise and some 51 visitors missed part pf the sunny 
weather by going underground. on the wet Sunday, however, some 47 brave souls escaped to 
the damp-in-parts shelter of the mine. The last ride down on the Sunday was at 2.lOpm 
with the last person emerging "to the day" at 5.00pm. The site was clear and the shaft 
caps securely replaced by 6.30pm. 

Old Millclose .•••• 
A grassy field, sheerlegs and a small hole 
"Caverns Measureless to Man" was the venue 
Adventure 

in the ground leading to 
for the Great Underground 

Photo by H M Parker 

A most welcome addition within the tented village that had sprung up around the Sleeper 
Shaft top was a refreshment facility run by the Magpie Cottage Warden, John Stott. Thie 
facility provided drinks and food, including some very tasty bacon buttiee, all at very 
reasonable prices. Why did my wife pack me so many cheese sarnies? 

Overall, this was a most efficient and enjoyable weekend. The facilities provided the 
opportunity for many persons, both young and old, to visit the fascinating workings which 
date from the 17th Century to 1939. The visitors were able to explore about lkm of this 
complex mine, leaving some 14km of surveyed passages to do at a later date. The extent of 
the known parts of this mine should ensure a good supply of future events! 

Admiration and thanks to all concerned including Dave Warriner, John Peel, Norman Birkett, 
Andy Gillings, other members of the Project Team, Op Mole and everyone else who pitched in 
to ensure that the weekend was such an enjoyable and memorable event. 

Harry Parker 
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Eager "customers" wait to descend Sleeper Shaft for the 
underground exploration to Shale Shaft 

Photo by H M Parker 

Age is no major barrier to underground exploration, it is done by 
both the young and the old 

Mike Luff "feeds" 12 year old 
Ki rsty Simpson into Sleeper Shaft 

Photo by H M Parker 
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WOOD MINE, ALDERLEY EDGE 

On Sunday let November some 15 members joined organiser Paul Chandler on the meet at the 
extensive workings of Wood Mine . 

The group split into two parties for the tour of this complex mine. After descending the 
laddered 30ft Junction Shaft the party travelled along large passages from which side 
passages radiated. These smaller passages were explored and most of them were found to be 
blind headings displaying good examples of pickwork and large shotholes. 

The party eventually arrived at the part of the mine which has some very beautiful 
formations. These formations of blue and green hues are formed by surface water leaching 
the copper salts out of the native rock. 

It was then on to the chamber containing the Blue Lake. The lake was found to be at a 
very low level but this factor allowed the party to traverse along the edge of the lake 
into the passages beyond. 

The next part of the mine visited was the area which contains the Hough Level. Entrance 
into this level is via a flat-out crawl through a silted up passage that eventually 
becomes a walking size passage. This level was found to be flooded after following this 
passage for a short distance. It is hoped that a further extensive visit to the Hough 
Level can be arranged in the future. 

The party returned "to the day" having completed a very interesting and varied trip in 
this extensive mine. Many thanks to Paul for organising the meet and to the DCC guides 
who led us round this complex copper mine. 

Chris Heathcote 

SOOK REVIEWS 
Please note that all books that are reviewed or advertised in the Newsletter are available 
from the Peak District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath. Any titles that are not in stock 
can be obtained at short notice. 

"Men, Mine• and Mineral• of the North Pennines" by Bryan Chambers (1992). Published by 
Friends of Killhope, Co Durham. ISBN O 9518939 0 4, A4 paperback, 94pp, cost £7.50. 

This is the product of a dozen writers who were asked to contribute to the preparation of 
this book . Some of these writers are well known, (Sir Kingsley Dunham and J R 
Foster-Smith), and most of the others will be familiar to many members . It is dedicated 
to the memory of Eric Ryan who fought hard in the early efforts to make Killhope the 
success it is today. 

Subjects are diverse - geology (a plain man's guide), reminiscences on old mines (by an 
old miner), beneficiation, jagging, social history, smelting, hushing, transport, leases, 
and a level (Nentforce of course). Much of the information provided in this publication 
is difficult to find elsewhere and it makes splendid reading for both specialist and 
general reader. By and large it is well presented and if one or two of the photos are 
rather murky, at least the price is very realistic. The Friends deserve to do well out of 
the publication. 

Lynn Willies 

"Mine• of Plintehire and Denbighshire" by Roger Burt, Peter Waite and Raymond Burnley. 
Published by the University Press of Exeter. Cost £12.95. 

This is the tenth volume in the continuing series "The Mineral Statistics of the United 
Kingdom, 1845 - 1913" and relates to Central and North Wales. It gives details of the 
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output, ownership, management and employment at several hundred mines in the area. The 
data provides an invaluable aid to the interpretation of surviving eite remains and the 
use of the book as a field guide is facilitated by the addition of Ordnance Survey Grid 
References. This is the only publication currently available on this nationally important 
mining area and it provides a brief overview of the development of metal mining from the 
eighteenth century to modern times, together with essential material for future research. 

NMRS 

SOOD FOR EVERYOIOC 

The Peak District Mining Museum has always had a good reputation for it's bookshop, 
particularly for it's collection of Metal Mining titles. Now that the refurbishment of 
the front entrance to the Museum has been completed we have been able to allocate more 
space to the sale of books. 

In addition to our, traditional titles we now have a wider range of titles from Animals to 
Antiques and from Watercolours to Watersports, all at bargain prices. Why not call in and 
see us next time you are at Matlock Bath. I am sure that you will be amazed at at the 
range and value of the books that are available. 

A book liet is available on request and a postal service is provided for members who 
cannot visit the museum. Books are normally sent by return of post. Any book not held in 
stock, on mining or any other subject, can usually be obtained. Just phone us, Matlock 
(0629) 583834, or call in with details and we will do whatever we can to help you. 

Donna Hawkins 

THE BLUE MINE - P'RARCB 

For anyone who may be holidaying in the Western Loire area of France next year there is 
now the opportunity to visit the "Blue Mine" at Noyant- la- Gravoyere. 

This mine, which is unique in France, is a restored slate quarry where retired miners 
guide visitors on a cable car descent of 88 metres into the heart of the quarry. 
Following the cable car descent, the visitor boards a train for a fascinating journey 
through some 600 metres of tunnels. There are audio visual presentations on the route 
which depict the everyday life of French slate miners. 

Further information may be obtained from La Mine Bleue, BP 10, 49780 Noyant-la-Gravoyere, 
France. 

•AMHO CORRRBKCB 1993 

Members are reminded that the Bth Biennial Conference will be held in the Isle of Man from 
the 23rd to 26th April 1993. The conference will be hosted by the Laxey Mines Research 
Group. 

The conference will be centred on the Manx Museum, Douglas. There will also be a series 
of field trips, both surface and underground, designed to cater for all who attend the 
conference. The Saturday evening function will involve a ride on a Manx Electric Railway 
tram from Douglas to Laxey for a meal and entertainment at the Laxey Glen Gardens 
Pavilion. 

Booking forms, and provisional details of travel costs, are available from the Newsletter 
editor. Booking forms and further information is available from the conference organiser, 
Rachel Robertson, 11 Western Ave, Ballabrooie, Douglas, Isle of Man. Tel: Douglas (0624) 
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674702. 

Evelyn Dixon is going to co-ordinate the travel arrangements for PDMHS members going to 
the Conference in an attempt to obtain Group Travel rates on the ferry. 

If you wish to take advantage of group travel rates, subject to them being available, will 
you please contact Evelyn. Her address is:- 21 Marlborough Drive, Belper, Derbys, DES 
lLB. Tel: Belper (0773) 823020. 

GREAT KASSOR CAVED, MATLOCK BATH 

Some ten PDMHS/Masson Caving Group members recently spent a few enjoyable hours exploring 
the inner parts of the Masson Hill workings. The meet was lead by Paul Chandler and 
visited the areas of the mine that the public don't see. 

The area explored contained two "coffin" levels and numerous large chambers. During the 
visit about half of the party enjoyed themselves wallowing and crawling through some deep 
"chocolate" glutinous mud. 

The show part of the mine was open to visitors during the visit and the appearance of a 
group of muddy explorers in their midst aroused some interest. 

Thanks go out to Mike Waiteman of the "Heights of Abraham" for granting permission for the 
visit and to Paul Chandler for leading the meet. 

AllGLSSEr MIRI1'G PLC 

Anglesey Mining was floated on the London Stock Exchange in 1988 with the objective of 
developing a base metal mine at Parys Mountain Anglesey. The major shareholder is 
Imperial Metals of Canada and this would have been the first base metal mine in Britain 
for a number of years . The Company is now trying to raise a further £620,000 t o continue 
the development . 

Work stopped at Parys Mountain at the end of 1991 after the Company failed to raise £25 
million required to reach the full production stage. 

Imperial Metals of Canada would ho ld 43% of the shares after this latest share issue. 
This share issue would consist of 12.4 million new ordinary shares, at Sp per share, being 
made available to Imperial and the Institutions . 

At the beginning of August 1992 the share value was 4.Sp each. 

Financial Times 

THE WELSH MIRES PRBSERVATIOR TRUST 

The Welsh Mines Preservation Trust has been set up in an attempt to preserve some of the 
buildings and surface features of the mines in Wales and the Border counties. These 
buildings and features are disappearing at an alarming rate due to the availability of 
various forms of land grant. It became clear to those concerned that a trust needed to be 
established as a vehicle to obtain grants etc and to work with the local authorities to 
preserve the mining heritage of Wales. 

Several projects are currently under consideration and membership of the Trust is invited 
from all interested individuals. 
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Further details can be obtained from the Hon Sec, Welsh Mines Preservation Trust, 7 St 
Johns Way, Cuddington, Cheshire. 

NMRS 

GSOLOGICAL FIELD MEETINGS ARD STUDY TOURS 

Details of a number of Geological Field Meetings and Study Tours, that are to be held in 
1993, have recently been received. These have been arranged by the Department of Adult 
Education at Nottingham University and the Department of Continuing Education at Bristol 
University. 

Nottingham University is offering Geology, Wildlife and Wilderness of the Yukon and 
Alaska,The Southern and Western Lake District,The South Wales Coast and the Geology of the 
Isle of Mull. Details of the times of the visits and the anticipated costs are available 
from University of Nottingham, Department of Adult Education, 14-22 Shakespeare St, 
Nottingham, NGl 4FJ. Tel: Nottingham (0602) 483838. 

The offering from the University of Bristol is The Geology of Arran, Santorini:Living with 
a Volcano, Geology of Cyprus, Geology and Archaeology in South West USA and Pompeii and 
Herculaneum. Anticipated costs and details of the visits can be obtained from Dr P G 
Hardy, Department of Continuing Education, Wills Memorial Building, Queens Rd, Bristol, 
BS8 lHR. Tel: Bristol (0272) 303624. 

HELP WANTED 

Would any members who have copies of video's/film showing mining activities in the 1920's, 
and in particular a copy of the children's film "Escape from the Dark", please contact 
Peter Geddes at 11 Western Ave, Ballabrooie, Douglas, Isle of Man. 

MINERAL EXTRACTION APPROVAL 

Mineral extraction approval has been given for further mining activities on Dirtlow Rake, 
(subject to stringent pollution control), Old Wham Vein and Hazelbadge Farm. All of these 
consents provide for access to be given if the workings expose any natural caverns. 

WORKING COAL MINE OPD TO THE PUBLIC? 

first working colliery in Britain that will be 
It is proposed that the Bucknall based R P Mine 

top quality coal per week at the Chatterley 

The final stages of a plan to create the 
open to the public is almost complete. 
Search will extract some 500 tonnes of 
Whitfield Mining Museum at Tunstall . 

Initially two mines, the Bellringer and the Ten Foot, will work seams to a depth of 300ft. 
They will use using hand "getting" in the "pillar and stall" method of working in an 
environment that will be seen by the visitors to the Museum. 

DERBYSHIRE RECORD OJ'J'ICB LUlfCH-TIMZ TALKS 

A series of lunch-time talks are being presented at the Derbyshire Record Office in the 
near future. The talks will be held at the Derbyshire Record Office, Ernest Bailey 
Building, New St , Matlock on Thursdays between l.20pm and l.SOpm. These talks are being 
given t o mark the 30 years anniversary of the Record Office. 
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The programme is:-

14/1/93 
28/1/93 
11/2/93 
25/2/93 
11/3/93 
25/3/93 

Resume of lists made available in 1992 
How to use the Search Room 
Preventive conservation 
Records of the Quarter Sessions and County Courts 
Derbyshire Mining Records 
Local Sources for the English Civil War 

Further information is available from Derbyshire Record Office, Education Dept, County 
Offices, Matlock, Derbys. Tel: Matlock (0269) 580000, Ext 7347. 

OLD EBGIJQ! SHAFT - COBISTOB COPPERMIJQ!S 

A restoration project has recently been carried out at the Old Engine Shaft winding. and 
pumping gear at Coniston Coppermine by the Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History Society. 

The shaft, which was sunk about 1850, provided winding and pumping facilities below the 
Deep Level, some 350ft below the head gear. Power was supplied by a 45ft diameter water 
wheel and the leat, wheel pit and stone pillars which carried the launder are still in 
place. The head of the shaft is underground and the original 1850 headgear and winding 
wheel are still in place, together with some 200ft of 6in square timber pump rods. 

The restoration work of the headgear has involved replacing some of the supporting timbers 
for the sheave winding wheel and remounting the seven foot diameter wheel in a vertical 
plane. 

The remaining pump rods, made from imported Canadian Pitch Pine, are estimated to weigh 
about 3 tons and are supported by a catchwing in the Bonser East Crosscut. The pump rods 
have been fastened at intervals to the shaft wall to prevent them falling down the shaft 
in the event of failure of the catchwing. 

ACDOWLEDGEMEBTS 

Thanks are extended to the following members who have provided copy for this edition of 
the Newsletter and who have not been credited for specific articles within the text. They 
are CATMHS, P Chandler, DCA, NAMHO, NSBGA and R Paulson. 

COPY FOR THE APRIL EDITIOB OF THE .NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the Newsletter is 5th March 1993. 

copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- Barton under Needwood (0283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- Matlock (0629) 583834. 

-14-



PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

' 

1991 

INCOME 

4382 
357 
821 
187 
153 

26 
81 

269 
1829 
2538 

~ £ 10643 
I 

INCOME AND EXPENDITUltE ACCOUNT 

Subscriptions 

ror the year ended 
30tb JUNE 1992 

Sale or Publications 
Building Society Interest Gross 
Donations and Miscellaneous Income 
Royalties 
Annual Dinner Surplus 
Ma&pie Cotta&e Fees 
Sale of Shares 
Preservation Grant 
Magpie Cottage Appeal (Pilgrim Trust) 

•. (Temple Mine) 
Geological Seminar (surplus) 

EXPENDITURE 

146 
3461 
150 
453 
104 

3 
591 

3575 
100 
105 

£ 9288 

£ 1355 

Audit Fee 
Cost or Bulletins and Publications 
Prlntln&, Stationery and Postagl' 
Insurances 
Miscellaneous Expenditure 
Bank Charges 
Magpie Site Expenses 
Contribution to PDMM re Magpie Dnelopment 
Library Expenses 
Archival Research Contribution 
Travel Grant 
Contribution (Hist. Mines Proj. Alderley Edge) 
Preservation Expenses 
Contribution (Turkey Tin Project) 

Surplus ror the year 

1992 

4539 
8T7 
963 
281 
341 

8 
180 

5000 
7000 

61 

£ 19250 

129 
3402 
926 
269 
176 

482 
5728 
100 

350 
100 
150 
350 

£ 12162 

£ 7088 

PEAK DISTRICT MINF.S HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

1991 

BALANCE SHEET 

ror the year ended 
30tb JUNE 1992 

Magpie Cottage (Net Assets) 57 
552 Crich Lead Mining Display (Net ~ts) 

609 

CURRENT ASSETS 

2382 Stock or Publications 
32801 Building Society 
1582 Cash at Bank 

37374 

CURRENT LIABILITIF..S 

660 Sundry Creditors 

£36714 NETI ASSETS 

FINANCED BY :-

1361 
200 

29370 
57 

552 

Capital Reserve 
Peak Mine A'llFard 
CAPITAL Temple Mine 

Magpie Cottage 
Crich Lead Mining Display 

REVENUE ACCOUNT:-

Balance 30.6.91 
5174 Surplus for Year 

£36714 

2450 
38456 

298 

41204 

410 

26971 
2 

547 

5174 
7088 

1992 

2 
547 

549 

40794 

£41343 

1361 
200 

27520 

12262 

£41343 



I 
...i. 
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PEAK DISTRICT MINF,S lllSTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

TEMPLE MINE 

lNCOMC: AND EXPU.'DITURE ACCOUNT 

for lh• year en~ 
lOtb J USE 1992 

1991 199! 

7424 Admlsslom (1992 1Jl58 t1<.k.Ul 7151 
(1991 ll358 licktbl 

Shop Seles 777 
Lt:SS cost or 1oods 421 

'°" 356 )56 

U228 £7507 

1000 Contribution to PDMM 
Conlrlbulion to PDMllS Ud. 7000 

107 ConsinKtlon end Maintenance 46 
419 El«trlcity 441 
136 Accoun1anc1 1)9 

14 Ad•<'rtlsln1 1nd Display 
4070 Wiers and NlC )714 
363 Winter Expemes lo Museum 278 
157 lmunnces 180 

1 Bank Cherzes 

£6453 £11798 

£1775 SURPLUS I wss ror YEAR £4291 
.... = 

NOTES TO TIIE ACCOUNTS 

I. CAPITAL GUARANTEED Each a>ember undertakes 10 contribut<' to lh<' 
A.-.wb of th<' Socldy In tb<' <'••nt or the same beinc wound up, such sums u may be 
""lulrtd, not nc.....Sln1 £1. 

2. PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM By an Acrttmtnt dllttd 141h. 
t "chroary 1978, belwttn lht Derbyshltt Couoty Council, lh• Derbysbltt Dales Districl 
Council and the Ptak Dlstricl Mines Historical Society Ltd., certain as.wts, held al no 
hook .. 1ue, whkh •rt •esltd In tbr Ptak District Mines Hlstorical Society Ud. and 
•i•u•trd al tht Peak Dlstrkl Minin& MUS<'Um, r.t.tlock Bath, are cbarztd •calnsi 
l>D'-'il>k dertckncles In th<' operation or said MllSNlll. 

Subject to lht ovtnll control of the Peak Distrkt Minin& MuSNm Joint 
f\t•n•&MMnl Committee, established by lb• said •crttmenl, the l'ak Dbtrict Mines 
llistorkal SocWiy Ud. ad u •c•nts of tbt S11id Commilttt In the esublishnwnt and 
nmnin& or the M161Nm, but hue no other llablllly ••ctpt u above in rtspttl thereof. 

3. TEMPI.I:: MINE The Society Is responsible for lhe ntl tiSets of Tmtplt 
l\lint', which att ~o•n in drbil oo the Sl'paralt Balance Shttl . 

PEAK DLSTIUCT P.UNES HLSTORJCAL SOCLETY LTD 

TEMPLE M1NE 

BA.LANCE SHEET 

for lht yur endtd 
lOlh JUNE 1992 

1991 

CURRF.NT ASSETS 

1'2 Sl~k of Goods 145 
19349 Debtor Pl>MJIS Lid. 27141 

139 Cub •I 8-nk 

29670 2m6 
S..nk Onrdnn 65 

lOO C"dilors lSO 

.CJllJ70 NET ASSl:.TS 

ltepraeDttd by 

SURPLUS FUNDS:-

Balance J0.6.91 29370 
Lem for yar 4291 
Bu Udlnc Society Interest 

rectlnd by PDMJIS Lld. 1892 

£29370 

REl'ORT OF TIIE AUDITORS 

10 lht members or 

PEAK lllSTRICT MtNf.S HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Wt hHt eudoled lhe nnandal staltmtnts and nolt$ attathed htrtlo In accordll11ct 
,.ilh •udilinc •tandards. 

Wt havt not bttn ablt to nrlry nC\lres sho•n as net as.wts or Maeple Cottac• and 
Cricb Laid Mininc Display. 

Subject to lht abon, In our opinion, the accounts, which ban httn prepared 
under lht historical cost convention, 1lve a true and Calr view of the 51alt of the 
Company's elTairs as •t 30lh. J11ne 1992 and or IU i\lrplus for the yar ended on that 
dale and tMlpl,y wilb the Coaipanls Acu 1915. 

1992 

16971 

£26971 

£26971 

B. N. O.RODERTS 
Rt&isttred Auditor 

W .11. llardln& & Co. 
Centried Accountants 

)9 .-riar Line, 
l..eicesltr. 
171h. Oclobtr 1992. 


