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MAGPIE ENGINE HOUSE APPEAL 

By the time that you get this Newsletter you will have received, and digested, the Magpie 
Mine Engine Appeal brochure and other documentation. You will now know the details of the 
problems with the Engine House and how we intend to resolve them. One of the methods that 
we will use to raise the monies required is to hold special Magpie Mine Engine House 
Events. 

The first event of the appeal programme is a sponsored walk and a members car Boot and 
Swap event. Both of these events will be based on Magpie Mine and will take place on 
September 12th 1993. The walk will be about 12 miles long with plenty of opportunity to 
take a short cut back to the start if you so desire. The Car Boot and Swop event will 
give you the opportunity to dispose of your unwanted items, to be replaced immediately by 
other goods. 

Please give both of these events your full support. Go out and get the sponsors for the 
walk and then come along and en)oy yourself in a pleasant walk in the White Peak. The 
Society needs all of the support it can muster if the Engine House is to remain the focal 
point at Magpie Mine for many years to come. 

Full details of these appeal events are given in the programme of Society Meets on Page 3 
of this Newsletter. 

CRICH MIKING DISPLAY 

The situation at the Crich Mining Display is now becoming critical. 

Iain Butler and his very .small group, who have given outstanding support to this project 
over a long period of time, have given notice to terminate the management of this project 
from the the end of 1993. we must have another Project Leader for this extremely worthy 
cause if the display is to continue. 

This compact display provokes a tremendous amount of interest in the history of lead 
mining, and the Society, from the large numbers of visitors who visit the Tramway Museum 
each year. It is an asset that the Society cannot afford to loose, but if it cannot be 
managed, it will have to be closed and the artifacts dispersed to less suitable locations 
elsewhere. 

Iai n Butler, and the other members of the team, have indicated that they are p r epar ed to 
remain part of the group as time and health permits, to support the new leader as a new 
group develops. 

The Crich Project was featured in the July 1992 edition of the Newsletter. 



Would anyone who is prepared to lead this Society project into the 2lst Century please 
contact either Ian Butler, Tel: Nottingham (0602) 398069, or the Hon Secretary, Keith 
Gregory, Tel: Matlock (0629) 55400, as soon as possible. 

SUBSCRIPTIOlfS FOR 1993/94 

Members are reminded that their subscriptions for the year 1993/94 become due on lst 
September 1993. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. 

The subscription rates are unchanged at:-

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£11.00 
£13.00 
£15. 00 
E 5.00 
£18.00 

The above rates are for UK Members and for Overseas Members who pay in Sterling. Overseas 
members who wish to pay in local currency should add 20% to cover the additional 
administration costs. 

DEED 01' COVENANT 

If you pay Income Tax you can make your subscription worth more to the society. As a 
Registered charity the Society can claim a rebate from the Inland Revenue for the Income 
Tax that you have already paid on the value of your subscription to the Society. All that 
is required is for you to agree to pay your subscription to the Society for a minimum of 
four years. A form is enclosed with this Newsletter to enable you to make this 
declaration. 

Members who already pay their subscription under a Deed of Covenant will receive an 
individual reminder when their current Covenant expires. 

1't1TUll SOCIETY MEETS 

1. HORSE BUTTOCKS/DRAKE MIRE COMPLEX 

Saturday 17th July 1993 

Organiser:- Dave Penney 

The meet is restricted to PDMHS members with a maximum number of 10 visitors. The members 
must be experienced in long underground trips involving very wet conditions and long low 
crawls. All of the internal shafts have fixed ladders and are both ascended and descended 
during the through trip. 

The trip starts with a 125ft fixed ladder descent of Shaft No 64 in Horse Buttocks vein. 
There is then about 1/2 mile of narrow, low and wet passage to Shaft No 55 which is on 
Drakes Vein. A winch will be provided on the exit shaft. The trip will take about 4 
hours. 

Permission for the meet has kindly been given by the landowners, Mr Hopkinson and Mr 
Harrison. There will be a small winch fee. 

Please contact Dave Penney, Chesterfield (0246) 451491 after 5.00pm for further 
information. 
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2. MAGPIE MID ERGID BOOSE APPEAL SPBCIAL EVB1llT 
SPONSORED WALK ARD CAR BOOT SALJ:/SWOP DAY 

Sunday 12th September 1993 

a. Sponsored Walk organiser : Chris Heathcote 

Meet at Magpie Mine from 9 . 30arn 

The walk will be Magpie Mine - Sheldon - Nether Dale - Magpie Sough - Deepdale - Monyash -
Lathkill Dale - Over Haddon - Bole Hill - True Blue Lane - Magpie Mine. The distance is 
about 12 miles. 

This is an easy circular walk which starts on the upland and follows several of the well 
known dales and passes several significant mining areas. Drinks and other facilities will 
be available at Magpie Mine. 

The route has been planned to enable anyone who does not wish to walk the complete route 
to have a short direct route back to Magpie Mine from any point of the walk. 

Take as long as you like and enjoy a day out in the White Peak . A sponsorship form is 
enclosed with this Newsletter. 

b. "Members car Boot and swop event" organiser: Harry Parker 

start at Magpie Mine at 11.00arn 

Th i s is the chance to dispose of all of those unwanted items, books, mining gear etc that 
is taking up valuable space at home. conversely, it also gives you the chance to acquire 
any of the aforementioned. If you are not buying or selling then come and enjoy a 
pleasant and interesting social occasion at the Society's Field Centre. 

"Sellers" should provide there own display table and they will be responsible for removing 
any "unsolds" from the site. "Sellers" will be restricted to members of the society due 
to legal implications. 

"Sellers"will be expected to make a minimum donation of at least EC.SO to the Engine House 
Appeal . 

Magpie Mine (Grid Ref SK 173683) is located south of Sheldon vi l lage. Access from the A6 
is either from Bakewell (the road to Monyash) or from Ashford in the Water (the road to 
Chelmorton). From the A515 the access is via Monyash or Flagg. 

3. VISIT TO THE COSFORD AEROSPACE MUSEUM 

Saturday 25th September 1993 

Organiser:- Mac Elston 

Following informal discussions at the Annual Dinner when a number of members showed 
interest in a possible visit to the Cosford Aerospace Museum at RAF Cosford, Shropshire, a 
visit has now been arranged. 

The visit will start at 2.00prn and will consist of a n introduction to the collection, a 
tour of the exhibits accompanied by the technical curator, and access to 2-3 aircraft, 
probably including the Vulcan bomber. 

Ther e will be a c harge of E4.00 pe r adult, E2 . 30 per child and E3.00 per senior c itizen. 
The party will be limited to 25 p e rsons. 
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For further information and to book your place, please contact Mac Elston, 4 Boulton 
Close, Burntwood, Staffs, WS7 9LD. Tel: Cannock (0543) 684985, evenings only. 

MEET LEADERS There is always a need for members to organise and lead society Meets. 
If anyone needs help in organising a Society Meet would they please contact Paul Chandler. 
Paul has a wealth of knowledge and information about the mines and caves of Derbyshire and 
he is more than willing to help others organise such events. 

NEW MDfBERS 

Mr s A Bounds 
Mr & Mrs C Hooley 
Mr R w Westwood 
Mr F Hill & Son 
Mr J R Thorpe, 
Mr D A B Higgins 
Mr B Edwards 

"Cambrils", Cliffash Lane, Idridgehay, Belper, Derbys, DE56 2SJ 
11 Greenway, Hulland Ward, Ashbourne, Derbys, DE6 3FE 
41 Sanforth St, Whittington Moor, Chesterfield, Derbys, S41, 8RS 
15 Packside Drive, May Bank, Newcastle, Staffs, ST5 ONL 
"The Old Bakehouse", Cobden Rd, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
125 Northwood Lane, Darley Dale, Matlock, DE45 lBU 
57 Cumberland Av, Intake, Doncaster, S Yorkshire, DN2 6LU 

Mr D Parsons 
Mr & Mrs M w 

"Ivy cottage", The Green, Froggatt, Calver, Sheffield, S30 lZA 
O'Mealy-Pigot 

Mr K Rinuner 

CHANGE OP ADDRESS 
Dr J D Black 
Mr p Thompson 
Mr s J Edwards 
Mr p Chandler 

POR SALE 

31 Blagreaves Lane, Littleover, Derby 
34 Sleddale, Offerton, Stockport, Cheshire, Sk2 SNQ 

"The Cottage", Nethergreen, Parwich, Ashbourne, Derbys, DE6 lQL 
"Lansdowne House", Main St, Winster, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2DH 
9 North St, Cromford, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3RG 
12 Derwent Rd, Tapton, Chesterfield, Derbys, 541 DUE 

1. The Underground Quarry at Coraham has a large lamp charger for sale. The equipment is 
an Oldham 415 volt, 3 phase, charger for a 102 lamp system that was obtained from Penallta 
Colliery in 1991. This equipment has now become surplus to the quarry requirements and is 
available to a good home at a reasonable price. 

All offers to The Underground Quarry, Park Lane, corsham, Wiltshire, SN13 OQR. 
Tel:-(0249) 716288. 

2. The Shropshire Caving and Mining Club have a number of videos and publications 
relating to Snailbeach and other mines in Shropshire. The videos have been produced by IA 
Recordings, in association with SCMC, and the publications have been written, edited 
and/or updated by SCMC members. 

A price list and order form is available from:- Mike Moore, 14 Greenvale, Church Aston, 
Newport, Shropshire, TFlO 9JD. Tel: Newport (0952) 812252. 

DATES POR YOUR DIARY 

1. The Society Annual Dinner will be held at The Fishponds, Matlock Bath on Saturday 4th 
December 1993. Full details will be published in the October edition of the Newsletter. 

2. A 2-day meeting to celebrate the sooth Anniversary of the birth of Georg Agricola (of 
DE RE METALLICA fame) is to be held on 25th -26th March 1994 at Chemnitz (formerly Karl 
Marx Stadt). 
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Full details are available from Technische Universitat, Chemnitz-Zwickau, Agricola -
Ehrung, Postfach 964, 0-9010, Chemnitz, Germany. 

3. A 2-day conference in honour of Georgious Agricola's SOOth birthday is to be held on 
25th-27th March 1994 at Charlotte Mason college, Ambleside, Cumbria. The theme of the 
conference is "Mining before Powder". 

Further information, and offers to present papers, to Lynn Willies, Peak District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath, Derbys, DE4 3PS. 

4. A conference on Extractive Industry Geology will be held by the Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgy at Sheffield University on 17th-20th April 1994. 

Details are available from the Institute of Mining and Metallurgy conference Off ice, 44 
Portland Place, London, WlN 4BR. 

s. A conference hosted by PDMHS on behalf of East Midlands Archaeology Conference will 
be held in Derbyshire on 7th May 1994. The venue will be the Peak District Mining Museum 
for the morning session with visits to Millclose Smelter (by kind permission of H J 
Enthoven), and Magpie Mine and Sough. 

Further information from Lynn Willies, Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, Derbys, 
DE4 3PS. 

6. A conference on Mining in Latin America (Mineria Latinamericana) will be held at 
Santiago, Chile on the 10th-l4th May 1994. 

Details are available from the Institute of Mining and Metallurgy Conference Off ice, 44 
Portland Place, London, WlN 4BR. 

DEVELOPMENT AT KAGPIB COTTAGE 

The development at Magpie Cottage is progressing rapidly. The downstairs internal walls 
are complete and the upstairs walls are almost complete. The floor joists are in position 
and most of the upper floor is installed. The first fix electrical work is progressing. 
Everyone involved with this project are to be congratulated on the standard of work and 
for their enthusiasm to get the project completed. 

The blocks arrive and the internal walls start to go up. 
progress in re- building the interior of Magpie Cottage. 
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CO'l'HERCOTT MIR, SHROPSHIRE 

Baker Sillivan Ltd have applied to Shropshire county Council for planning permission to 
carry out trenching work to establish the continuity and width of Barytes mineralisation 
at Cothercott Hill, near Church Pulverbatch, Shropshire. (SCMC Newsletter) 

CWMYSTWYTH LEVEL FAWR PLAQUE 

Until the 1970'a a fine slate plaque adorned the entrance of the Level Fawr at Cwmyetwyth. 
Erected by the Cwmystwyth Mining Co Ltd in 1898 when the mine re-opened it named Henry 
Garrunon as Managing Director; the names of two co-directors had been obliterated and 
infilled with lead when Henry Gammon assumed sole ownership in 1905. A glass fibre 
replica was later erected by the North Cardiganshire Mining Club. This also disappeared 
but it was returned in 1978 only to vanish completely. 

The fate of both plaques was unknown until shortly before Christmas 1992 when the original 
plate was anonymously donated to the Welsh Industrial & Maritime Museum. The plaque had 
been well looked after; it is pleasing that its future is now assured as such plaques are 
now rare. To my knowledge, only two entrance inscriptions survive in-situ in mid Wales, 
the 1785 Keystone to Level Fawr at Pontrhydygroes and an 1870 Keystone to the Brommwyn 
Deep Adit. Preserved plaques include one at Treddol Chapel Museum and two or three at 
Llyweog Mining Museum. The Welsh Industrial & Maritime Museum has two other plaques in 
its collections - the small 1842 tablet from Taylors Incline at Goginan, and the huge 
ornate plaque from the van Mine. 

The possibility of unauthorised removal led to a replica, rather than the original Goginan 
tablet being emplaced during restoration work in 1991. With recl amation work being mooted 
for Cwmystwyth it would be pleasing if a similar replica could be funded for installation 
at the Level Fawr as part of the reclamation works. 

Robert Protheroe-Jones 
National Museum of Wales 

ECTON KilO!S 

On 25th April 1993 a full compliment of members met Paul Chandler for the Society Meet at 
Ecton Mines in the Manifold Valley. 

The first part of the meet was to Ecton Pipe via Salta Level. After descending down fixed 
ladders to the base of the dry section where, before going along the crosscut to the water 
engine chamber, we looked down into the flooded section of the pipe. The water engine 
chamber was explored before following the adit down to the atone arching of the tail, all 
the time avo iding tripods and hanging reflectors being used on a survey of the area. 

After lunch the party moved on to Clayton Adit where, after the lock had been cracked, 
there was a wet walk up the adit to the engine chamber. The various levels along the 
adit, including a very old "Loo" chamber, where all explored. Looking around the engine 
chamber and the stone flue proved interesting when trying to remember where the 900ft deep 
shaft lay in relation to the "puddle" in the floor. 

Moving into Bag Level, some members climbed up the wet pipe into Chadwick Mine but the 
level soon found to be flooded to the roof. After returning to the tram gate Bag Level 
was then followed to Waterbank Shaft and the limits of all of the trial levels. 

Many thanks to Paul for leading the trip and for arranging access to a very interesting 
mine complex. 

Bryan Lowe 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

~, .. 
Members who braved a dank, dark and wet day to attend the 
Ecton Meet, pictured outside the Clayton Adit. Leader Paul 
Chandler is right centre of group. Photo by H M Parker 

Please note that all books that are reviewed or advertised in the Newsletter are available 
from the Peak District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath. Any titles that are not in stock 
can be obtained at short notice. 

"United Kinqdom Minerals Yearbook 1991. Statistical data to 199011 edited by G J Lofty & D 
E Highley. British Geological Survey vii+l2+12+34+6+22pp, ISBN 0 852722028. cost £27.50. 

This book contains statistical data and commentaries on British mineral industries, 
exports and imports. In addition to comment on the declining coal mining operations, 
there are paragraphs devoted to "minor" minerals as well as the major working of 
aggregates and limestone. 

It is noted that since the start of production at Clophil in 1987 Bedfordshire has become 
the major source of Fullers Earth in the UK. Also noted are the changes in the Fluorspar 
mining industry and the plans for the underground mining of Barytes in the Farragon Hills, 
west of Pitlochry. The production of crude celestite from Yate, in Avon, ended in 1991 
due to "exhaustion of reserves". 

The Capper Pass smelter in Humberside, operated by RTZ, closed and 1991 saw "almost the 
end" of tin mining in Cornwall. At the end of the year there were six Mines Royal leases 
for gold, together with 32 exploration licences. On Anglesey Parys Mountain will be the 
largest base metal mine ever to operate in the UK if, and when, it is brought into 
successful production. 

Amongst the statistical tables can be found such fascinating figures as UK tungsten 
production (56 tonnes), bismouth imports (449 tonnes), sand & gravel exports (2,317,000 
tonnes), and many more! 

Paul W Sowan. 
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"Cave Art" by A J Lawson, published by Shire Publications Ltd in Shire Archaeology Series 
1991. 64 pages, 49 illustrations and plans. Cost £3.95. 

This unusual book deals with the great variety of cave illustrations and carvings found in 
European caves, mainly in France and Spain. Most of the art is believed to be between 
35,000 and 12,000 years old yet it is often found in remarkable condition. The figures 
depicted include animals long extinct, like mammoth and woolly rhinoceros, as well as 
creatures still intact today. Man and woman (and parts of them) are well represented, 
some features and actual hand and foot parts have been found at considerable distances 
inside caves. 

New caves and fresh examples of cave art are still being found and, the author adds, there 
is no reason why one day cave art of the Upper Palaeolithic should not be revealed in 
some, as yet unexplored, caves in Britain. For the moment however, the only known example 
are some decorated objects found at Cresswell in Derbyshire. 

Although a "saving" book, this publication must be of interest to anyone who studies the 
underground. 

Ivor J Brown 

"The Iona Marble Quarry" by D Viner, published by The New Iona Press Ltd, 1992. Soft 
covers, 24pages, 10 photos, maps and figures. Cost £3.95. 

This is an unusual publication, not only are there very few books on a single, relatively 
small quarry, but it has been possible to describe in detail most of the plant of a pre
First World War quarry because much of it still remains in-situ. 

The equipment seems to have been abandoned about 1915 but much of the ironwork still 
survives, particularly the 1911 Fielding & Platt gas engine. The power supply was made 
from coke, air and water to give water gas, thence producer gas. The stone water tank, 
base of the cutting frame and the derrick, light railway and the jetty can also be 
discerned. Clear plans of both the geology and quarry are included and the whole 
publication is an excellent example of what should be aimed at in all practical surveys. 

It is a book well worth having, even if the reader is unlikely to ever visit the site. 

Ivor J Brown 

RESCUE FROM DIDO'S MID, MATLOCK BATH 

A feature in a recent BBC "999" television programme was the rescue of a young Scout from 
Dido's Mine at Matlock Bath. 

The actual incident occurred a few years ago and the initial search, under the control of 
the Derbyshire Rescue Organisation, was carried out by society members Terry Worthington, 
Nick Butcher and Lynn Willies. The programme showed how the search had failed to locate 
the missing boy and it was believed that he had drowned in the sump. The cave diving team 
was called in and the boy was found, barely alive, in an air pocket beyond the sump. The 
boy was then successfully rescued. 

Parts of the feature were filmed at the Peak District Mining Museum and Terry Worthington 
re-enacted the part he played in the original rescue. 

GWYRFYRYDD GOLD MIRE 

The former manager of Gwynfynydd Gold Mine, Nick Warrell, has bought the mine and has 
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started working it again. The first major task is to pump out the old workings and then 
to install new equipment. For security reasons all of the processing plant is based 
underground. 

The mine was first worked in 1863 by William Pritchard Morgan who discovered the Chidlaw 
Lode in 1887 from which some 12,000 ounces of gold was produced. A second bonanza yielded 
another 10,000 ounces. 

The mine closed in 1916 after failing to locate any fresh reserves. Apart from recent 
small scale working at Clogau St David's and exploration at Gwynfynydd during the 1980 1 0, 

there has been no substantial gold mining in Wales since 1914. 

Mr Warrell believes that there are reserves at Gwynfynydd which could bring in £3lm, and 
he could strike another bonanza at any time. 
(SCMC Newsletter) 

95 YEAR OLD MACHINE DISCOVERED IR CLIFTON COUNTRY PARK 

Members of the Wet Earth Colliery Exploration Group have recently been working on the 
final stage of an excavation at a colliery which provided 178 years of continuous 
employment in Clifton, Greater Manchester, after being drained in 1750 by James Brindley. 

Hav ing spent two years tracing the elusive route by which Brindley had drained water from 
the mine workings, the group commenced a search for more recent industrial remains in 
order to illustrate answers to questions posed by the many visitors who had already been 
fortunate enough to view the excavations in detail. 

A much asked question was "How did the miners get fresh air?" 

To those concerned with the project the answer was simple but the means of explanation in 
layman's terms was a little more difficult until October 1992 when a ventilation house was 
finally located. 

Initially, the find consisted of nothing more than a brickwork outline but the whole of 
the fan chamber has now been excavated to a depth of 8ft to reveal stone engine beds, air 
tight chambers, a semi-circular air inlet and the remains of a Walker Bras Indestructable 
Fan. Little had been known about the engineering practice at the colliery but finally 
armed with the identity of the company which constructed the fan, group members were able 
to search archives and locate details of the very equipment which had been purchased by 
the mine owners in 1898. 

Located adjacent to one of the main shafts, the ventilation house excavation provides 
visitors with a self explanatory answer to the question posed above. Over the coming 
months of this Heritage Year it is hoped that the "hands on" approach of the wet Earth 
Colliery Exploration Group will continue to enable both adults and children to fully 
appreciate the vital role that Industrial Archaeology has to play as a recreational and 
educational discipline. 

Mark Wright (Wet Earth Colliery Exploration Group) 

CAVERS FAIR - 10/llth JULY 1993 

This event will be held in 
and technical activities. 
Manager, 1 Wyelands Court, 

the Derbyshire Peak District and there will be numerous social 
It is sponsored by BCRA and NCA. Further information from Fair 
St Johns Rd, Buxton, Derbys, SK17 6XA. 
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HI1'B EXPLORATIOll LEADER PROSECUTED 

The Forestry Commission has warned that the prosecution of Steve Boydon by Llanrwst 
magistrates for taking a 16 strong party into Rhiw Bach mine near CWm Penmachno could be 
the first of many. The magistrates did not consider that ignorance of land ownership 
and the absence of any signs denying access to be an adequate defence to the charge . Mr 
Boydon was fined £90 plus £20 costs. 

The illegal visit into the mine was highlighted after a member of the party was injured 

and had to be rescued, eventually being flown to hospital by RAF helicopter. The Forestry 
Commission District Manager has stated that the Commission was determined to .close off ALL 

the old Gwydir Forest mines and will prosecute anyone found entering any mine. 

The case was brought to court under Forestry Commission by-laws which say that nobody can 
enter a mine on their land unless there IS a sign "permitting or implying access". 
(SCMC Newsletter) 

SOCIETY MEET AT THE CUMBERLA!lfD/WAPPING COMPLEX AT MATLOCK BATH 

This meet was led by Paul Chandler on 14th March 1993 and 28 members attended. The group 

included a small, but very enthusiastic, boy, complete with helmet, cap-lamp and a sample 
bag very nearly as large as himself. 

The entrance to Cumberland cavern is through a very low "run i n" adit after a short uphill 
walk from Matlock Bath. After the initial crawl into the mine the height increases to 

comfortably walking height. The route descends a spiral staircase to the Pool Chamber 
before continuing to the so-called "Wishing Well". It is speculated that this small pool, 

held back by a dam, may have been used for ore washing. 

The next large chamber encountered is generously adorned with graffiti, mainly done with a 

candle flame and sometimes cover i n g the whole ceiling. This is a relic of the vandalism 
caused by the "troglodytes" who l ived in the mine in the 1950's but, no doubt, sometime in 

the future it will be claimed to be "Prehistoric Art". 

The party then continued towards Wapping Mine. 
detour was then made into the "maze" which is 
junctions and ramifications. Fortunately our 

This was entered via Funnel Cave. A 
a complex arrangement of passages with many 
guide knew the way o n and no one was lost. 

An attempt was made to locate some Selenite crystals in Funnel Cave but, alas, the 
crystals appear to have been vandalised. 

The party then continued through the large stopes of Wapping Mine to exit the mine via a 
tight squeeze over the top of the wall . This exit provided a fitting climax to a very 
enjoyable trip . Many thanks Paul. 

John Martin 

HISTORICAL METALLURGY SOCIETY - 1993 CORFBRBNCB 

The 1993 Annual Conference of the Historical Metallurgy Society will be held at Durham 
University on 3rd-5th September 1993. The theme of the conference will be "North Pennine 

Lead and Tyneside Industry". There will a tour on the Saturday to Killhope, Nenthead and 
other sites in the North Pennines. 

Accommodation will be in Durham Castle and the programme will include a Conference Dinner 

in the Castle Hall. The cost will range from £25.00 (non-residential) to £81.00 (fully 
residential including the Conference Dinner) for non-members. There will be reductions 
for members and students. 
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Booking forms, provisional prograrrune and further information is available from the 
Conference Organiser, David Cranstone, HMS Conference, 267 Kells Lane, Low Fell, 
Gateshead, Tyne & Wear, NE9 SHU. 

PULVERISED FLY ASH (PFA) CEMENT 

It has now been decided to fill sections of Snailbeach Mine, Shropshire. The fill that is 
most likely to be used is PFA and cement. It is stated that when mixed with water the 
"grout" can be injected or pumped underground to fill cavities and when it hardens it 
consolidates the ground. This fill then, in theory, prevents any further migration of 
underground voids to the surface. 

Recent research by Subterranea Britannica suggests that PFA is not the universal "void 
removal" panacea that it may seem to be. Subterranea Britannica have been watching the 
erosion of such grouting underground over the last 20 years. There is clear photographic 
evidence of the deterioration, but nobody seems to be bothered. It is a case of "once the 
hole has been filled and is out of sight, it is also out of mind"! 

Subterranea Britannica makes the point that while they have been monitoring the 
deterioration of PFA grouting over the last 20 years, the engineers who placed the grout 
have not monitored the effectiveness, or otherwise, of the process. 
(SCMC Newsletter) 

JOHN McNEIL MEMORIAL SEAT APPEAL 

The friends of the late John McNeil have suggested that as a memorial to John that a seat 
be placed in one of the many areas that John had visited. 

The seat will be placed at the junction of Flintergill and Occupation Road, 1/4 mile from 
the village centre of Dent. From this spot there are fine views of Dentdale, the Howgills 
and the Lake District. 

The seat will be made in teak hardwood by a local joiner to give, hopefully, 25 years of 
service. It will be inscribed as being a gift from the "Friends of John McNeil". 

Any friends of John who wish to contribute to this memorial should send their contribution 
to Bernard & Janet Bond, 1 Beech Terrace, Ingleton, carnforth, Lanes, LA6 3HT. Cheques 
should be made payable to the "John McNeil Memorial Seat Appeal". 

ACCESS TO SOCIETY PROPERTY ARD PROJECTS 

The society only controls access to Temple Mine and Owlet Mine. Temple Mine is a show 
mine and whilst members have free access during opening time to the section open to the 
public, they do not have access to the other parts unless they are part of a working party 
in the mine. 

Members are free to visit Owlet Mine and the key is kept at The Peak District Mining 
Museum. 

Keys are also kept at the Peak District Mining Museum for the Bear Pit at Cromford Sough 
and for Youds Level. The society does not formally control access to these sites. 

The Society holds the lease to Magpie Mine but this specifically PROHIBITS access 
underground at the Magpie Mine site and the Magpie Sough. Members are always welcome to 
this site which is used as a Field Centre. 

The Society also holds the lease to New Venture Mine. Whilst there is no specific 
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restriction on underground access, the Manager of the adjacent Blue Circle Quarry must be 
advised before such a visit is made. 

There are a number of Society sponsored projects that are ongoing. The projects and 
leaders are listed below and anyone wishing to join a project should contact the leader. 

a. Crich Mining Display, contact Iain Butler. Tel: Nottingham (0602) 398069 
b . Old Millclose, contact John Peel. Tel: xxxxxxxxxx 
c. Horse Buttocks/Drake Mine, contact Dave Penney. Tel: Chesterfield (0246) 451491 
d. 

Any group of members who are carrying out projects not shown above, and who wish to have 
assistance from other members, should contact the Newsletter Editor who will publish the 
details in a future edition of the Newsletter. 

ARCHITECTURE OF THE COAL INDUSTRY 

As part of its continuing programme of recording the monuments of industry, the Royal 
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England has embarked on a principally 
photographic survey of the surface structures associated with coal mining in the United 
Kingdom. Unfortunately, many of the historically interesting buildings have already been 
destroyed in the rush to annihilate colliery surface remains when the pit is closed. Let 
us hope that there are sufficient remains to enable a constructive record to be produced. 

It is proposed that the Commission will shortly publish a book on the buildings of the 
coal industry. 

DERBYSHIRE UNDERGROUND WEEKEND 

This recent meet was a joint meeting between PDMHS and CAT organised by Paul Chandler. 
Sadly, this meet was not well supported by PDMHS members. 

On the Saturday the party were in the Castleton area to visit Odin Mine and Peakshole 
sough. The Sunday saw the group in the southern part of the party at Old Millclose Mine 
at Wansley. 

Thanks are extended to Paul for organising the weekend and to members who led the party 
through the various mines. 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the Newsletter is Sth September 1993. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- Barton under Needwood (0283) 713315. 

PEAX DISTRICT MINBS HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Register ed Of fice, Pea k Di stri c t Mining Museum, The Pavilio n, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Mat l ock, Derbys hire , OE4 3NR . Tel: - Matlock (0629) 583834. 
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