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NEWSLETTER No 72 OCTOBER 1994 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

Notice is hereby given that the Twentieth Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday 3rd December 1994 at the Blue Bell Inn, Tissington. 
Derbyshire. 

The Agenda and Balance Sheet will be distributed at the start of the meeting. 

The following Special Resolution will be included in the agenda:-
"The Articles of Association of the Peak District Mines Historical Society be amended to delete the 

Junior Member from the classes of membership that are available within the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society". 

This resolution is being tabled by the Directors because it is considered to be appropriate that this class of 
membership be deleted at this point in time. There are currently no Junior Members of the Society.- . 

The above gives the necessary Notice of the proposal to amend the Articles of Association of the Society. 

By Order 
J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of Association of the Company, the following Directors will 
retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Chairman 
2. The Deputy Chairman 
3. The Hon Treasurer 
4. The Hon Editor 
5. The Hon Recorder 
6. One third of the remaining Committee members. 

The Committee that was elected at the Nineteenth Annual General Meeting, that was held on Saturday 
4th December 1993 is as follows: 

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Ordinary Members 

Mr W J Taylor+ 
Mr A Mutter+ 
Mr J K Gregory 
Mr R Paulson* 
Mr R Paulson* 
DrTDFord* 
Dr I J Brown* 



Mr P Chandler 
MrD Clucas 
MrMLuff 
Mr J Peel 
Mr J Thorpe* 

At the last AGM there were insufficient nominations to fill all of the vacancies on the Committee. The 
Board of Directors exercised their right to appoint Directors to fill the vacancies until the next Annual 
General Meeting. Dr I J Brown and Mr J Thorpe were so appointed and will resign at the Annual general 
Meeting and will be eligible for re-election. 

Those whose names are marked(*) are retiring as required by the Articles of Association and are eligible 
for re-election. Those whose names are marked(+) are retiring and are not eligible for re-election. 

Fully paid up members of the Society, who are aged 18 years and over, are invited to nominate Members 
of the Society (who themselves are fully paid up and who have consented to the nomination) for the 
vacant position on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the position of: 
Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
2 Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted 
provided that it is in the format prescribed. All nominations must be received by the Hon Secretary by 
19th November 1994. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a written curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda 
of the Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required to elect Directors. 

To save members postage costs, nominations for the Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner 
bookings toR Paulson who will pass the nomination forms to the Hon Secretary - please do NOT send 
dinner bookings to the Hon Secretary. 

J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THIRTY FIFTH ANNUAL DINNER- Saturday 3rd December 1994 

After last year's Annual Dinner at The Fishponds, Matlock Bath a number of members suggested that an 
alternative venue be used for this year's Dinner. Following a study of the alternative venues available it 
has been decided to hold the Thirty Fifth Annual Society Dinner at the Blue Bell Inn at Tissington, 
Ashboume, following the Annual General Meeting. Please assemble in the lounge of The Blue Bell Inn 
at 7.00pm for the dinner at 7.30pm. 

The Guest of the Society and the after dinner entertainment have yet to be arranged. 

MENU 

Home made Cream of Vegetable Soup 
or 

Chilled melon and Orange Sorbet 

Traditional Roast Turkey 
with 

Chipolata Sausages and Bacon Roll 
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Herb Stuffing and Cranberry Sauce 
served with 

Roast and Parsley Potatoes 
and 

Seasonal Fresh Vegetables 

Christmas Pudding 
served with Brandy Sauce 

or 
Chocolate and Caramel Mousse Bomb 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Coffee and mints 

Mince Pies 
AND 

Christmas Novelties and Crackers! 

Cost: £15 .00 (excluding wine) 

Please use the booking form enclosed, indicating any special dietary requirements, and send your 
remittance to:-

Mr R Paulson, Holt House, Holt Lane, Lea, Madock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ. 
Tel:- Matlock (0629) 534775 

Tickets for the dinner will be issued and must be shown at the door. Please book early and allow 14 days 
for the receipt of your tickets (SAE please). 

The Bluebell Inn is 3 miles north of Ashboume on the A515 (Ashboume - Buxton Road). A list of 
suitable overnight accommodation is available on request. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SOCIETY 

Members annual subscription to the Society for the year 1994/95 became due on 1st September 1994. 

The subscription rates are:-

Please note that:-

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£11.00 
£13.00 
£15.00 

£5.00 
£18.00 

-Junior Members shall be between 10 and 18 years of age onthe due date and that 
parents consent is required for Junior members to join the Society. 
-Family Membership shall be husband and partner and any number of named 
children under 18 years of age on 1st September of the current year. 

The membership rates shown apply to UK members and overseas members paying in £ sterling~ overseas 
members paying in local currency should ensure that their payment will yield the appropriate 
membership dues after the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the previous Newsletter~ if you have mislaid your copy then send 
your name and appropriate cheque/postal order, payable to PDMHS Ltd to:- Roy Paulson, Holt House, 
Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE14 5QG. 

Save postage!! Send a cheque to cover both annual subscription and the Annual Dinner. 
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OLD MILLCLOSE MINE OPEN WEEKEND- SEPTEMBER 1994 

Visitors to the recent meet at Old Millclose included the following persons who were captured for 
posterity on film by Harry Parker. 

It was a busman's holiday for professional mining engineer, Nick Hardie, 
pictured "coming to the day" at Sleeper Shaft. 

Nick is with Laporte's at their Milldam Mine and Cavendish Mill offices. 
Photo by H M Parker 

Frank Sheen, a founder member of the Society and doyen of 
early old mines exploration, "comes to the day" at Sleeper Shaft. 

Photo by H M Parker 
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FUTURE SOCIETY MEETS 

1. St WYSTON'S CHURCH CRYPT, REPTON, DERBYSHIRE 

Sunday 6th November 1994 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

St Wystons Church is located at Repton, near Burton on Trent. The visit will involve a tour of the 
church and crypt with an explanation of the local archaeology. Bring your camera. 

The maximum size of the party is 1 5 persons and there will be a charge of£ 1. 00 per person attending. 
The visit will last about 1. 5 hours. 

For further details and to book your place, please contact Paul Chandler, tel:- Chesterfield (0246) 
220773, evenings only. 

2. St AIDANS FLOODED OPEN CAST IN YORKSHIRE 

SATURDAY 12th November 1994 

Leader:- Dr Ivor Brown 

Meet at 10.30am at the lay-by on the Wakefield-York road just north of Junction 30 on the M62. Travel 
to the St Aidans site will be by car. 

This is a "follow-up" meet to the one that was held at this location in March 1991. Work is progressing 
on the recovery of the site which was flooded to a depth of 70 metres with water from the rivers Aire and 
Calder. The site remains flooded but the remedial measures now being taken include the construction of 
a new 2 mile long by-pass which is a combined river and canal capable of taking 500 tonne capacity 
barges. The new cut crosses the Savile Colliery Yard and Waste Tip and the Lemonroyd Council Tip. 
Other work includes the construction of a 1/2 mile long highway, a large lock and three bridges. Major 
earthworks are underway for the new cut, together with preparation work for the removal of the old 
canal, the river routes, previous bridges and two locks. A brackish water lake (now a SSSI) has been 
protected throughout the works. 

There will be a walk of about 2 miles round the site before transferring to the Caphouse Colliery Mining 
Museum car park for lunch. 

There is a choice of activities for the afternoon. These are:-
1. Walk to see local mining remains 
2. Underground visit at Caphouse Colliery (entrance fee payable) 
3. Other sites on the Yorkshire mining Heritage Trail 

3. PEAK CAVERN, CASTLETON 

Sunday 27th November 1994 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This meet is fully booked. The members attending are, Laura Kay, Charles McQue, John Bowers, 
Derrick Wilson plus 4, John Scaife, John Barnett, John Martin, Veronica Rayne plus I and David 
Walton. If any of the accepted members cannot attend would they please contact Paul Chandler as soon 
as possible so the place can be filled from the reserve list. Would the members listed please contact Paul 
Chandler a week before the visit to obtain the meet details. 

4. MEMBERS SLIDE SHOW AFTERNOON 

SATURDAY 3rd December 1994 

Organisers:- Lynn Willies and Paul Chandler 
5 



Location:- The Pump Room of the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath 

Time:- 2.00pm to about 5.00pm 

Star attraction:- Dick Bird 

This slide show is being held on the afternoon of the AGM and Annual Dinner to provide a gathering of 
members who wish to present their own, or view other members slides. Dick Bird is a well known 
photographer of mining activities and has had a number of illustrated books published, including 
Yesterday's Goncolda. 

Members are invited to make their own presentation, lasting from 5-15 mins. Advance notice of 
members wishing to take the opportunity to show their slides would be appreciated. Please contact Lynn 
Willies at the Peak District Mining Museum or Paul Chandler, tel:- Chesterfield (0246) 220773 -
evenings only. 

5. SLALEY SOUGH, JACOBS DREAM AND HALLICAR WOOD SOUGH 

Sunday 22nd January 1995 

Leader:- Chris Heathcote 

All of these mines are in the Via Gellia at Cromford. They are alJ easy grade and the meet is designed to 
encourage new members of the Society to visit this interesting Derbyshire mineral mining area. 

Meet at the lay-by near the Pig of Lead public house at 10.30am. 

6. OWLET MINE AND YA TESTOPE SOUGH 

Sunday 19th February 1994 

Owlet Mine, Matlock Bath - This is an easy/moderate trip into a mine owned by PDMHS. The trip 
includes climbing fixed ladders and negotiating a number of short climbs. The mine contains a 11fire-set" 
level and a large pipe vein. 

Yatestope Sough, Darley Dale- This afternoon trip is also easy/moderate grade. It is one of the major 
soughs in Derbyshire and includes climbing fixed ladders and wading in knee deep water. Permission 
for this trip has kindly been given by H J Enthoven and Sons Ltd. 

Further details will be given in the next Newsletter. 

MEET LEADERS - Members are reminded that there is always a need for organisers and leaders for 
Society Meets . If anyone needs help in organising a Society Meet would they please contact Paul 
Chandler. Paul has a wealth of knowledge and information about the mines and caves of Derbyshire and 
he is more than willing to help others organise such events. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr P J Appleton 
Mr J Chilcott 
Mr & Mrs C W Morris 
Mr C C Irvine 

"St Jude", Minera, Wrexham, Clwyd, LLll 3DP 
2 The Cottages, Ravensnest,Ashover, Derbys, S45 OJP 
3 Kirks tone Rd, Harpour Hill, Buxton, Derbys, SK 17 9LB 
11The Old Chapel", Weathercock Lane, Timbersbrook, Congleton, Cheshie, 
CW12 3PP 

Mr K A Reedman 107 Curzon St, Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG 10 4FH 
Dr S R Holding 55 Briarwood, Brookside, Telford, Shropshire, TF3 1 TR 
Dr M J T Lewis 60 Hardwick St, Hull, HU5 3PJ 
Great Orme Exploration Society 

c/o Helen Jones, l-Ion Sec 42A Gwydyr Rd, Llandudno, Gwynedd, LL30 1HX 
Mr G W Ball 8 Hillside Drive, Burton Joyce, Nottingham, NG 14 5EE 
Mr I D Bishop 8 Priory Court, Old London Rd, St Albans, Herefordshire, ALI IPR 
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Mr R J Ireland 
Mr APMcGee 
Mr J H Morris 
Mr J Platt 
Mrs J RBird 

Mr AM Hurrell 
MrD ALane 
MrMJMoore 
Mr AS Mousedale 
Ms A J Teare 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

MrRJBowen 
Mr & Mrs R P Shelley 

Dr G RAllen 
DrD CHunter 

Mr & Mrs R K Stevenson 
Mr&MrsRC Gunn 
Mr D J Nicholls 
Mr M C Higgins & Mrs 

G Barker 

24 Kings wood Rd, Leyland, Preston, PR5 1 TX 
16 Bristol Av, Leicester, LE14 OHL 
21 Morfa Lodge, Porthmadog, Gwynedd, LL49 9PF 

57 The Plain, Brailsford, Ashboume, Derbys, DE6 3BZ 
Wrights Farm, Tilbrook Rd, Kimbolton, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, 
PE18 OJW 
36 Hillcrest Rd, Deepcar, Sheffield, S30 SQL 

4 Bramley Close, Swinton, Manchester, M27 ODR 
35 Mason Place, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7JS 
15 Warren Drive, Appleton, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 5BN 
32 Belleville Drive, Bestwood Park, Nottingham, NG5 5PL 

"Sawmill Cottage", Ayot Green, Ayot StPeter, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 9BB 
3 Derwent Terrace, The Green, Whatstandwell, Matlock, Derbys, 
DE45EH 
"The Chapel House", Bumaston, Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LG 
"Moorstones", The Mount, New St, Chagford, Newton Abbot, Devon, 
TQ13 8BB 
31 Parkside Crescent, London, N7 7JG 
"Sunnyside", Herwes Nest, Bewdley, Worcestershire, DY12 2ET 
8 Elms Rd, Bare, Morecambe, Lanes, LA4 6AP 

56 Robin Hood Crescent, Edenthorpe, Doncaster, South Yorks, DN3 2JJ 

CUMBERLAND CAVERN & WAPPING MINE, MATLOCK BATH 

A group of members recently attended an informal meet that had been organised by the Blidworth 
Caving Group. Members of this group are also members of PDMHS. 

Cumberland Cavern was originally opened as a show cave in 1870. The cavern has four large chambers 
which are believed to be of natural formation with inter-linking passages which are mostly above 
walking height and width and which had minimal mineral content. The entrance now shows numerous 
signs of collapse with the original gate to the entrance being some 15 feet away from the current 
entrance. The current entrance is very unstable. 

The group explored the cavern down the spiral route to the Pool Chamber and Wishing Well. In the 
fourth chamber the group split up with half of the members going down the Devil's Pit and into Wapping 
Maze whilst the remainder carried on through Funnel Cave and into the Maze. 

Wapping Mine is a typical early 18th Century rake and pipe vein mine that was, in the early years, 
worked for galena. It was re-opened and re-worked for fluorspar from 1924 until 1956. Wapping mine 
has an overall length of some 4580ft. 
The group spent a long time exploring the mine and observing the different mineral deposits (ochre, 
fluorspar, toadstone clay, selenite and calcite), as well as the wood stempling and propping in the maze 
before_progressing through the Wapping Stopes to the walled adit entrance. The rout out to the day was 
via the hole at the top of the wall. 

This unofficial meet was considered to be a success and consideration is being given to the organisation 
of similar events. For further information please contact Derek Wilson, Mansfield (0623) 796426 or 
Tony Wilson, Mansfield (0623) 798482. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Please note that all books that are reviewed or advertised in the Newsletter are available from the Peak 
District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath. Any titles that are not in stock can be obtained at short notice. 
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"Lewis Morris and the Cardiganshire Mines" by David Bick and Philip Wyn Davies. Published by The 
National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. A4, 89 pages, 31 plans and II plates. hardback 
ISBN:0-907158-65-X. Cost £15.00. 

This book is a study and edition of Lewis Morris's "Account of the Lead and Silver Mines in the Kings 
Manor called Cwmmwd y Perveth". It arose from a suggestion made to the National Library of Wales 
by David Bick and this book is the result of his close collaboration with Phillip Wyn Davies. David Bick 
is already well known for his various publications mainly concerning the metal mines of Mid-Wales. 
Philip Wyn Davies is an assistant archivist in the Department of Manuscripts and records and is an 
acknowledged authority on the work of Lewis Morris. 

The book is divided into four sections. A chapter on mining in Perfedd before Lewis Morris, the 1 
subsequent history and the present state of the mines, a biographical introduction on Morris and the 
transcribed and edited text of the manuscripts. The first two sections have been written by David Bick ) 
and the latter by Philip Wyn Davies. 

The text from the manuscripts is most interesting and is presented in a page for page format, where 
possible, with the minimum of editing, thus leaving the reader with a real flavour for the original 
manuscript. The reproduction of the plans is excellent and there is a large coloured fold-out reproduction 
map/plan of the whole area as drawn by Lewis Morris. 

The two sections written by David Bick are well written and researched and make interesting reading 
with monochrome plates showing the mine sites as they are today, together with a couple of older views. 
It has to be said, however, that most of the text can also be found in his "Old Metal Mines of Mid-Wales" 
series. It does, however, make the book a more complete volume and this is justification enough. 

The book is likely to have a relatively limited appeal but it will be a must for all of those who are 
interested in the Cardiganshire mines and Lewis Morris. 

Damian McCurdy 

"Honister Slate - The history of a Lakeland Slate Mine" by Ian Tyler. Published by Blue Rock 
Publications, 1994. 200pp, 60 plates, diagrams, illust & plans SB, Cost £12.99. 

This book is the third in a series on Lakeland Mines by Ian Tyler and it deals with the most inaccessible 
and windswept mine in England. A mine perched on a cliff ledge high above the Lake District valleys. 

Mining seems to have been pretty well continuous from the 17th C right up to recent years with a wide 
variety of ingenious methods being used to extract and transport the mineral from the working face. 
Sledges, aerial ropeways, steep railway inclines and steam lorries are all shown at work in the most 
surprising range of photos. Working has been both by underground and surface means, the former being 
preferred because of the atrocious weather conditions experienced in the area. The weather conditions 
caused problems of actually getting to work requiring the men to travel through thick snow drifts and 
raging streams. Even in the 1960's it was found more convenient for many miners to live in barracks at 
the mine rather than attempt the journey daily from home. 

Although capable of producing an excellent product, mining problems always meant that the rewards 
were never great and there were a number of changes of owners and managers. The book covers in 
detail the difficult financial periods and times of working difficulties and while it makes for a most 
interesting read. These times could not have been pleasant for either management or workers. 

Despite, or perhaps because of, these problems the mine always seemed to attract visitors and in addition 
to the many visitors listed, from Royalty to local government officials and the "Health & Safety", the 
writer used to visit the mine almost annually during the late 1960's, usually with students. The mine was 
a fascinating place, a real mix of old and new and a taste of what real Welsh slate mining must have been 
like in the last Century. The book brought back many happy memories. It is an excellent book, very 
clear and interestingly presented. It is one of the best produced on a single mine and it is recommended 
to every enthusiast. 

Dr Ivor J Brown 
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"Mineral Planning guidance: Treatment of Disused Mine Openings and Availability of Information on 
Mined Ground", a booklet produced by the Department of the Environment and the Welsh Office. 1994, 
31pp. Published by HMSO, cost £6.25 . 

There is no county in England and Wales which has not had some fonn of underground mining at some 
stage under some part of its area. This booklet offers guidelines to land and mineral owners, planning 
authorities, developers, wildlife and countryside organisations etc on the problems associated with 
abandoned mine openings. These problems may be practical in terms of ensuring safety, land 
reclamation or legal activities. A useful list of addresses of organisations concerned with old mines is 
included and there is a short bibliography. The booklet, in effect, accompanies a countrywide survey of 
instability due to disused mine workings that was produced for the Department of the Environment by 
Ove Arup in 1990. 

} Whilst relatively few of the mine openings concerned are associated with caves, anyone interested in old 
mines or caves in our limestone area should read this booklet, a copy of which is held in the BCRA 
library. 

A parallel survey of Potential Instability due to Natural Cavities Underground has been carried out for 
the Department of the Environment This will be of interest to cavers if, and when, it is published. 

Dr T DFord 

BOOK NOTICES 

"The Mineralogy of Wales- Geological Series No 16" by Richard E Bevins. 146pp, 100+ colour photos, 
12" x 81/4", ISBN 0 7200 0403 9, Cost £25.00. 

Professor M G Bassett has written a Foreword for this book which is for the serious mineralogist It does 
not forget the amateur with its wealth of information. It is very readable 

"Rhosydd Slate Quarry" by M J T Lewis and J H Denton. 1 04pp, 16 photos, maps, diagrams & sketches. 
Cost £9.95. 

This book was originally published in 1974 and is a study of a typical Welsh slate quarry. It relates the 
history of the quarry together with a description and interpretation of the archaeological remains. It is 
now available as a facsimile edition 

The University of Exeter Press is a publisher of a number of Mining History Titles. These books are:-
1. "Bibliography of the History of British Metal Mining" edited by Roger Burt and Peter Waite. 

1988, 192pp, 0 85989 319 7, PB £10.50. 
A guide to anyone interested in the history of British metal mining. 

2 . "The Cornish Mineral Industry" by J H Trounson, edited by Roger Burt and Peter Waite. 
1989 220pp 0 85989 334 0, PB £10.50. 
Past performance and future prospects. Recommended to all who have an interest in Cornish mineralogy 

J and associated topics. 

3. "Cornwall's Future Mines" by J H Trounson, edited by Roger Burt and Peter Waite. 1993, 
180pp, illus, 0 85989 409 6 . PB, £14.95 
This book discusses areas in Cornwall of Mineral Potential. It is the product of a lifetime's research by 
the late J H Trounson, the doyen of metalliferous mining in the West of England. There are grid 
references for all of the locations listed and the book is illustrated with photographs from a unique 
collection. 

4. "The Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom, 1845-1913" by Roger Burt, Peter Waite and 
Raymond Burnley. 

Volume 6- "Devon and Somerset Mines." 1984, 168pp 0 85989 201 8 PB £14.50. 
Volume 8- "Cornish Mines." 1987 632pp 0 85989 287 5 PB £ 14.95. 
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Volume 9- "The mines of Shropshire and Montgomeryshire with Cheshire and Staffordshire." 
1990 144pp 0 85989 343 X PB £10.50. 

Volume 10- "The Mines ofFiintshire and Denbighshire." 1992 199pp 0 85989 371 5 PB 
£12.95 

MOORFURLONG MINE MEET- JULY 1994 

Twelve members met for the visit to Moorfurlong Mine that is located west of Bradwell Village and 
which had been organised by Paul Chandler. 

The fixed ladder down the 40ft entrance shaft was, fortunately, intact and this, via a cross-cut from a 12ft 
winze, led the group to the main workings. These workings are mainly bedding plane chambers 
comprising of low, but extensive, caves with collapsed winzes in the floor. A stone buddle is clearly 
visible and, as the chamber narrows, there is evidence of fossilisation in the roof. The mineralisation 
consists mainly of fluorite, galena, baryte and calcite lined cavities developed in the limestone. 

Towards the end of the trip Paul led a trio of trusting ladies into the final pincer-like stages of the south 
eastern lower pipe workings. 

Thank you Paul for a very interesting day; and to the landowner, not only for permission to visit the mine 
but also for allowing us to park nearby. 

Veronica Payne 

ALDERLEY EDGE MEET 

In mid-May a joint PDMHS/Masson Caving Group meet, organised by Paul Chandler, was held at 
AJderley Edge in Cheshire. The area is owned by the National Trust and access to West and Wood 
Mines is controlled by Derbyshire Caving Club. The mine visited on this meet was West Mine. 

Access to West Mine is via fixed ladders into an immense entrance stope at the top of a I in 6 haulage 
level. The stope was sealed in the late 1950's to prevent access by the general public after many 
accidents, some of them fatal. 

When the party arrived at the bottom of the level it was decided to split into two groups - "sporting" and 
"others". The brave, or foolish, were lead by Paul Chandler through the numerous levels and massive 
stopes which gave one the impression of being in a giant rabbit warren. A young DCC member, who 
gave the impression that to qualify for membership of the club he has to stay underground in West Mine 
until he became of age in 2 years time, joined up with the party and he became the guide. In the next 
hour he made the sporting trip even more sporting by climbing ore chutes out of the levels, fixed ropes 
and chains and a short cut to base which turned out to involve the tightest squeeze in the mine with an 
alternative route that required going up to the neck in water. 

The two groups met up in Sphinx Cavern and exited the mine by the same route that had been used to 
gain entry to the mine. An extremely interesting few hours had been spent in a very dry mine that has 
produced a variety of elements in the ore including silver, lead, iron, zinc, arsenic, antimony and silica 
before closure in 1919. Chris Carlton's "The Alder ley Edge Mines" is a good source of more information 
on West Mine. 

A very enjoyable meet thanks to Paul and DCC. 

David Parsons 

TREVITHICK TRUST TO CREATE A COUNTY-WIDE CORNISH MUSEUM 

The Treverthick Trust has been launched in Cornwall to create a county-wide Museum of the Cornish 
Industrial Landscape. The Trust is supported by Cornwall County Council, several district councils, the 
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National Trust, the Rural Development Programme and many academic bodies. The new organisation 
will enhance and support the marketing of the Cornish Heritage being undertaken by tourist agencies. 

Among the projects the Trust is actively involved with are:-
1. The development of the Mineral Tramways Project in the Cambome-Redruth area. 
2. The opening of the Geevor Tin Mine with an underground experience. The site will also be 

linked to Levant. 
3. The building of an interpretative centre close to the A30 between Cam borne and Redruth. 
4. Re-opening of the King Edward Mine, the Camborne School of Mines Training Mine. 
5. Displaying the secret underground museum at Porthcumo dedicated to the history of submarine 

telegraphy. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM VISIT TO THE BLACK COUNTRY MUSEUM 

This coach excursion took place on 25th June 1994. There were many things to see and do but for me 
the highlight of the trip was the ·boat trip via part of the Dudley Canal tunnel into Singing Cavern in the 
Dudley limestone mines. Why? Because this trip was in complete contrast to an earlier PDMHS trip on 
which I participated some thirty years ago. The previous trip to the area was on 23rd August 1964 and a 
report was printed in PDMHS Newsletter No 18, as was it No19.? 

The Dudley Canal Tunnel (31 72yds long) was then in danger of being closed, because the railway bridge 
above the Tipton portal was unsafe and British Rail were proposing to replace it with an embankment. 
This tunnel connects the Birmingham Canal Navigation at Castle Bank Basin in Tipton to the 
Stourbridge and Dudley Canals at Park Head, Brierley Hill. It was the only surviving example of a main 
canal tunnel from a network of canals that had been constructed to underground mine workings. In this 
case the workings in question were the limestone mines under Castle Hill and Wrens Nest at Dudley. 
This would be a unique, and possibly the last trip for geologists, cavers and canal enthusiasts alike. If the 
tunnel closed, then we would only have our memories to reflect on in after years. 

In 1964 I lived in Hampshire with my former husband (Reg Howard) and we made a very early start 
from home to meet the many PDMHS members who had gathered at Tipton. From memory I can recall 
Trevor Ford (armed with a geologist's hammer), Harry Parker (armed with his camera), Pat and Geoff 
Lunn. I think that the leader of the trip was Trevor Ford. 

We climbed into a metal narrow boat that had been used to transport coal. It was standing room only 
and, cran1med together with other enthusiasts as well as the PDMHS members, all wearing caving 
helmets and lamps, we set sail. The boat was manually pulled to the Tipton Portal. At the portal boards 
were placed across the boat and a call was made for volunteers to "leg" the boat through the tunnel. We 
passed through the tirst part of the tunnel, below the unstable railway bridge, and into Castle Mill Basin. 
From this point we could see a tunnel going into the limestone mine. This tunnel is the route now taken 
by present day electric powered trip boats to Singing Cavern. Our route then was onwards, south west 
through the Dudley Tunnel, "legged" all the way to Park Head. We had a picnic lunch at this location 
and were then "legged" all the way back to the Tipton Portal. I would add that whenever the boat 
stopped all that could be heard was the sound of many hammers hitting the side of the tunnel and many 
rock samples were removed. The trip had reminded me of trips that I made into Magpie and Hill carr 
Soughs when the end of the tunnel was just a pin-prick of light and growing larger by the minute. 

Anyway the tunnel was saved and is now open for navigation. A new tunnel has been constructed so that 
a round trip can be made from the Tipton Portal to Castle Mill Basin and on to Singing Cavern. 
Electricity has been installed below ground and the trip is well worth the effort. You see many caverns 
that were carved out by underground limestone working below the town ofDudley some one to two 
hundred years ago. 

In the Black Country Museum itself there are many interesting exhibits, including tram and trolley bus 
rides plus a drift coal mine to visit. 

If you are ever visiting the Dudley Canal Tunnel, a helpful booklet "Dudley Canal Tunnel 1 792 - 1992" 
is available from the Dudley Canal Trust shop on the site. 

Margaret Howard 
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"POWER FOR INDUSTRY GALLERY" -DERBY INDUSTRIAL MUSEUM 

I was a little puzzled, but none the less flattered, to receive an invitation to attend the official opening of 
Derby Industrial Museum's "Power for Industry Gallery" on 26th August 1994. Could it be, I asked 
myself, that someone somewhere had at last recognised my true worth? Was my fame, like the 
margarine spreading, or was it my imposing office as PRO to the Society? 

Alas, it was non of these things. Somewhere in the "dim and distant" past I had supplied the Museum 
with two pictures, one of the Winster Engine in the underground location and the other a photograph of 
the horse gin at the Crich Project. In addition I had made available a real, live horse on the occasion of 
the visit of the Duke of Gloucester. 

The exhibit is in the Derby Industrial Museum at Silk Mill Lane, Derby and it features displays of 
stationary power sources, including steam engines, horse gins, gas turbines and a water wheel (small and 
~ith no water). The mining aspect is covered by the pictures of the Winster Engine and the Crich horse 
gm. 

As one was invited to bring a guest I was supported by Dr Dick Ineson, an old friend and Society 
member who also doubled up as navigator for the day .Have you ever tried to map read and drive round 
Derby's one way system at the same time - there are those who have grown old trying! 

The event was opened by Mr Alex McDiarmid ofBritish Gas following an address of welcome from the 
Mayor of Derby, Councillor Nirmal Singh Dhindsa. In all, a pleasant, enjoyable and informative event. 

Should you be visiting Derby (and can find your way round the one-way system) the gallery is well 
worth a look-see. 

Harry Parker 

INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE- POST-MEDIEVAL UPLAND LANDSCAPES IN 
NORTHERN ENGLAND 

David Cranstone is organising a conference on the above subject which will be held at Van Mildert 
College, Durham University from 31st March 1995 to 2nd April1995. 

There is a provisional list of sixteen speakers and there will be a field excursion to Cockfield Fell. The 
anticipated cost will vary from £20.00 non-residential to £95.00 for full residential accommodation. 

For further information, and a booking form, please contact Eric Instone, SPMA Conference, The 
Cranstone Consultancy, 267 Kells Lane, Low Fell, Gateshead, NE9 SHU. 

SWAN MINERALS TAKE OVER 

Swan Minerals, the Matlock based company which recently went into receivership, has been bought by 
T&T Broadhurst. T&T Broadhurst, an associate company of Long Rake Spar Co., has acquired the 
Dunsley Mill processing plant at Bonsall, together with several areas of freehold land. 

Dunsley Mill will be used to process, concentrate, dry and grind various industrial materials and it is 
expected to start work at the Mill early in 1995. (Matlock Mercury) 

CASTLETON- TWO LEAD MINING CUSTOMS 

Besides being a member ofPDMHS I am also a member of Derbyshire Family History Society which 
was founded in the mid 1970's. In the early days the membership was mostly drawn from the East 
Midlands coalfield area of Derbyshire and very little was written about lead mining. As the membership 
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increased and members joined from other areas snippets of information relating to lead mining began to 
appear. 

In Branch News, Issue No 69, (June 1994) a member from Bristol, Mrs R M Pratt, wrote about her 
childhood when she lived in Castleton before the Second World War. Her maiden name was "Beverley" 
and her paternal line had lived in Castleton from the 1700's. In the late 1920's her father was a spar 
miner working on Treak Cliff Hill and he was one of the first people to see the wonders of Treak Cliff 
Cavern which were discovered when the spar working took place. Treak Cliff Cavern opened to tourists 
for the first time at Easter 193 5. The spar from this area was used as a flux in Sheffield steel works 

Mrs Pratt attended school in Castleton and she regularly took part in the Garland Day celebrations, which 
are held on 29th May, which celebrates King Charles II hiding in an old oak tree after being defeated at 
the battle of Worcester in 1651 . She gives a good description of the ceremony and says "the local band 
played the Garland Tune which is very similar to the Cornish Floral Dance"- It is said that the Garland 
Tune was brought to the area from Cornwall in the 1700's as Cornish Tin Miners moved to Derbyshire to 
work the lead mines. 

I considered the article to be so interesting and, by coincidence, her name appeared in the "Peak 
Advertiser", a local freebie newspaper, as one of the garland Day dancers in 1935, that I contacted Mrs 
Pratt. 

Mrs Pratt has replied to my correspondence and said that in the 1800's her great great great uncle (Joseph 
Beverley) rented a cottage and land on Dirtlow Rake. She also stated that her father was a bell-ringer in 
Castleton Church and even though the lead mines had not been worked for many years, the bells would 
be rung on the Barmaster's Birthday. This ceremony was terminated at the start of the war when church 
bell ringing was prohibited. 

Does anyone else know of this custom of ringing church bells on the Barmaster's Birthday in any other 
part of the "Kings Field"? This is the first time that I have encountered the event in the many years that I 
have been interested in lead mining. 

If anyone is interested in reading Mrs Pratt's article on Castleton, Derbyshire, they can consult the copy 
of Derbyshire Family History Society magazine, (Issue No 69, June 1994, pp 38-41 ), that has been 
lodged at the Derbyshire Local Studies Library, Bank Rd, Matlock. 

Margaret Howard 

THE PORTREATH TRAMROAD 

The Mineral Tramways Project in Cornwall is making accessible the network of tramroads, mine sites 
and mining harbours of the old Central Mining District centred on Camborne and Redruth. When 
completed there will be 50km of principal route for foot and cycle travel, as well as a further 50km of 
circular routes. 

The Portreath Tramroad is the first section to be completed. It is waymarked and it is the western end of 
the twelve mile route which will link the north and south coasts of Cornwall. The eastern half will 
follow the route of the "Redruth and Chacewater Railway" from Poldice to Deveron and should be 
opened in 1995. 

A pamphlet showing the route of the trail, and the important features on the route, is available from local 
tourist offices. 

HELP WANTED IN RESEARCH OF DISTANT RELATIVE 

Diana Hirst is looking for assistance in her research of her great, great, great uncle, Henry Yeats. She is 
particularly interested in the eight years between 1855 and 1863 that he spent in the Pelion Peninsula of 
Greece in some managerial capacity for an unspecified lead mining company. 
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Henry Yeats was born in Alston in 1807 and married Elizabeth Craig at Whitehaven in 1830. At least 
two children were born in Alston in 1831 and 1832. A further child was born at Westgate in 1835. He 
may well have become a Methodist or Non-Conformist priest later in life. 

He wrote a memoir of his time in Greece. The memoir is general, dealing with day-to-day life rather. 
than with mining and smelting though he is critical at times of the way in which these activities were 
carried out and he refers to some new smelting works in 1855. He is very reserved about the names of 
his family and those with whom he worked. It is clear that the company had been operating in the area 
prior to his arrival in Greece and continued to do so after his departure. He mentions a few names: Mr J 
Barnes, a nephew of the cashier (presumably, but not necessarily, Mr Lafontine); Mr Mathew Lea, the 
engineer at the smelting works; Mr Thomas Stubbs, who in 1870 was "now residing at High Felling". 

There were British, French, Australian and Greek consuls at Volos, the nearest big town and port. Henry 
Yeats and his colleagues called upon the British Consul on their arrival in Thessalonica to submit to his 
notice the agreement between them and the company with whom they were engaged. 

If anyone can give any assistance, will they please contact Diana Hirst, 55 Marmora Rd, Honor Oak, 
London SE22 OR Y. 

MAN DALE MINE, LA THKILL DAL~ 

During the recent dry weather a group of members, guided by Derek Wilson, ventured into the Mandate 
Mine complex in Lathkill Dale. The River Lathkill and the sough were dry, as were most of the 
workings as far as the 300ft deep Forefield Shaft. 

The shaft sump and the surrounding area was dry but it was choked with debris of obvious agricultural 
origin which had been dumped down the shaft. 

The trip was of moderate grade except for two "character building" sections, the second of which 
involved the crossing of a 9in wide flowstone coated ledge above a "bottomless" flooded stope. A short 
way beyond the Forefield Shaft, the polluted water was encountered. See "Sweet and Sour in Mandale 
Sough" in PDMHS Newsletter, October 1993. 

A considerable volume of water is encountered in the far reaches of the sough at about 1 mile from the 
entrance. Progress is terminated at this point, possibly by a "run in" shaft. The level at this point is 
about 4 feet but the last 20 yards was reduced in height because of rock debris. This debris may be due 
to the efforts of some unknown persons trying to clear the fall and thus gain further access beyond the 
collapse. 

Yet another "first" was recorded on this trip as members were introduced to John Skipper's novel fur 
lined knee pads which even upstaged Derek Wilson's oil rig survival suit with inbuilt sharp stone 
protection and waterproof codpiece. 

Thanks Derek from all who attended for another friendly, enjoyable and professionally led meet 

Len Kirkham 

PUBLICATIONS WANTED 

1. Margaret Howard is looking for the following:

a) PDMHS Journals 

Volume 9, 
Volume 10, 
Volume 11, 

Parts 3, 4, 5, & 6 
Parts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6 
Parts 1, 2, 3 , 4, & 5 

b) The Mines of Mass on by Flinders 
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Swops may be arranged, contact Margaret Howard, 1 Riber View, Oker, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2JN. 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 732920. 

FOR SALE 

1. 1 off one piece wet suit to suit small adult. Good condition but has been used for caving. Cost £25. 
Contact Paul Chandler, tel :- Chesterfield (0246) 220773, evenings only. 

2. Margaret Howard has the following publications for sale:-

33 NoCave Research Group Newsletters, December 1962-June 1973 
16 NoCave Research Transactions, December 1963-June 1974 

5 No Cave Research Group Publications, Miscellaneous 
20 NoBritish Cave Research Association Bulletins, August 1973-May 1978 
2 No BCRA Caves and Caving, Nos 1 & 14 
12 NoBCRA Transactions, January 1974-June 1978 
14 NoDescent Magazine, May 1970-February 1974 
5 No Speleologist Magazine, October 1966-Summer 1969 
3 No Mineral Realm, January-December 1983 
1 No Gems Magazine, Vol14 No 1 
1 No Gems and Mineral Realm, Vol16 No 1 
1 No Mercian Geologist, Vol 8 No 3 
1 No Derbyshire Miscellany (Photocopy), Vol IX No 3 

Offers to Margaret Howard, 1 Riber View, Oker, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2JN. Tel: Matlock (0629) 
732920. 

3. Ian Godlington has the following PDMHS Bulletins for sale:-

Volume 1 
Volume 2 
Volume 3 
Volume 5 
Volume 6 
Volume 7 
Volume 8 

COMPLETE 
Parts 1 & 2 
Part 3 
COMPLETE 
COMPLETE 
Parts 1, 2, 4, & 6 

Part 1 

Please contact Ian Godlington, 16 Glenfield Crescent, Mickelover, Derby, DE3 5RF. Tel:- Derby (0332) 
519525 . 

MINERALS IN GWYNEDD 

Gwynedd County Council, as mineral planning authority, is producing a "Minerals Local Plan" as 
required by planning legislation. The plan will cover that area of the county which falls outside of the 
Snowdonia National Park. 

The plan will contain:-
- a careful examination of the county's mineral resources 
- a strategy for the exploration of those resources to satisfy society's needs at the least 
environmental cost 
- taking into account the views of the public, industry and the Government, an identification of 

areas for new mineral working · 
- a consideration in detail of the future working of existing sites 

Mining and quarrying makes a very important contribution to the national and local economy. However, 
minerals can only be extracted where they occur and that can often lead to conflict. It can also present 
difficulties in reconciling mineral working with the conservation of the environment and the preservation 
of amenity. 
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A minerals plan will enable the local authority to protect the environment of the county and the amenity 
and safety of its population whilst at the same time regulating the proper use of the area1s valuable 
mineral resources. 

SHROPSHIRE MINING HISTORY FORUM 

A meeting of representatives of organisations interested in research, preservation, treatment and 
interpretation of mining remains in Shropshire was held earlier in the year. This included county and 
district councils, English Nature, Ironbridge Museum etc. Mining interest was represented by the Welsh 
Mines Preservation Trust, Shropshire Caving and Mining Club and NAMHO. Other organisations, such 
as English Heritage and Forest Enterprise sent apologies but wish to be kept informed. 

It was very apparent that there was considerable duplication of effort being directed into this area with 
separate organisations surveying the same areas and mines. It was agreed to pool the knowledge that had 
been accumulated. 

There was some discussion as to how finance eould be raised to preserve the mining remains in 
Shropshire, especially the several engine houses that are in danger of collapsing. It was agreed that the 
forum would become a permanent body meeting, perhaps, twice a year or as required. Immediate targets 
are:-

- The SMR to act as a central point of reference for aU surveys and references to mining remains. 

-A short list of important sites are to be drawn up and these to be subjected to the criteria adopted 
in the Monument Protection Programme. From this, a list of priorities for preservation can be drawn up. 

- A grant to be sought from the EEC for the preservation ofthe important sites. 

Adrian Pearce 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1995 

The next NAMHO Conference will be held in 1995 and will be hosted by the Shropshire Caving and 
Mining Club. The date, to be finalised, is May/June 1995. 

This will be a very well organised conference with a large cross section of speakers. There will also be a 
large_ range of visits, both surface and underground, as well a very good social event on the Saturday 
evemng. 

A lot of effort wiH go into the organisation of the Conference and the hosting club deserves a lot of 
support from delegates to make it successful. Make a note in your diary now and support SCMC for this 
event. 

In recent years the number of PDMHS members attending the NAMHO Conference and Biannual Field 
Meets has been very poor - lets make 1995 different and tum up in force. 

Further details of these events will be provided later. 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the Newsletter is 5th December 1994. 
Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- Barton under Needwood (01283) 713 315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 122793 1 (Rcgister.:d in England) Liability Limited by Guarnntec 

Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, Soulh Parade, 
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