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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

21st January and 8th February 
22nd January 
19th February 
12th March 
26th March 
31st March - 2nd April 
22nd April 

Open day 
Underground Meet 
Underground Meet 
Underground Training 
Underground Meet 
Conference 

Page 8 
Page 3 
Page 3 
Page 3 
Page 4 
Page 7 
Page 5 
Page 5 
Page 5 

Surface walk 
1Oth June 
14th- 17th July 

Surface walk 
Conference 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Twentieth Annual General Meeting of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society was held at the 
Blue Bell Inn, Tissington on the 3rd December I 994 

The special resolution that would allow the Society 
to take advantage of recent legislation relating to the 
accounting requirements for Small Companies was 
accepted by the members. 

The proposal to appoint a Company Accountant was 
also accepted. 

A Procedural Motion that the Special Resolution to 
discontinue the grade of membership of Junior 
Member be 11Not Put" was accepted by the members 
present 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending 30th June 1994 were accepted. 

Chairman's report to the Society for 1993/94 

This last year has seen our Society continue to 
~ . 

develop but in some areas we have encountered 
difficulties. We are financially sound and with 
Temple Mine continuing to contribute to the Society 
funds there is, once again, no need to increase the 
current subscription rates. 

The membership has remained static even though 
we have had a steady stream of new members. A 
survey of members who did not renew their 
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membership last year showed that there was a 
significant number who had "gone-away" and had 
thus lost touch with the Society. I implore all 
members who move home to advise the 
Membership Secretary of their new address so that 
you will still receive Society Publications and other 
communications. 

Whilst I have been pleased to see many new faces at 
the Society Meets I am still disappointed that we do 
not seem to be able to encourage more members to 
take a more active part in other activities and the 
Management of the Society. 

At the last AGM there were insufficient nominations 
from members to elect the required number of 
Directors as permitted by our Articles of 
Association. The Board, therefore, appointed two 
Directors, as permitted by para 26 of the Articles of 
Association, to act for one year only. I am pleased 
to say that this year we have had sufficient 
nominations to fill aU of the vacant positions. 

Funding to finance the repairs to the Magpie Mine 
Engine House is now becoming available and it is 
anticipated that the contractors will carry out the 
necessary works next summer. 

The major re-development of the Peak District 
Mining Museum is almost complete and the 



"Monday Night" group are continuing to develop 
the displays etc. 

The Crich Lead Mining Display project team have 
continued to represent the Society at the National 
Tramways Museum. The project is secure for at 
least the next 12 months but help from members is 
still urgently needed for the continued development 
and future security of this valuable publicity project 
to the Society. 

Plans are being drawn up to develop Temple Mine 
further and thus make it more attractive to visitors. 
Preliminary work for this development is currently 
being carried out at the mine. 

The end of the refurbishment of the Magpie Mine 
Cottage is in sight but assistance is still required to 
complete the project. 

On the conservation front, however, we have had 
our difficulties. There is still much conservation 
work to be done at the Magpie Mine site and more 
volunteers are required if we are to get on top of the 
work. A major disappointment is the fact that the 
Society was forced to pull out of a proposal to take 
over the lease of the surface remains of the New 
Engine Mine at Eyam because we could not find the 
resources to manage the site. 

Steps are now being taken to develop a programme 
that is intended to make members more aware of 
the conservation aspect of our mining heritage in 
Derbyshire. Conservation does not always involve 
major works being required but it does involve 
people. The programme is aimed at getting more of 
the membership involved in the concept of 
conservation by simple means. 

The Society has organised a number ofwel1 
supported meets throughout the year, both 
underground and on the surface. It is pleasing to 
note the Horse Buttocks Mine Complex an~ Old 
Mill Close Mine, both of which are continuing to be 
explored by Society members, were opened up for 
members to visit during the year. All of these meets 
have been organised on an ad-hoc basis and to no 
regular time scale. We are now trying to establish a 
fixed timetable of dates for a year ahead to form the 
basis of a regular meets programme. This timetable 
would not restrict the number of meets per year and 

additional meets outside the timetable would be 
welcomed. 

Two very well supported conferences were held 
during the year. The "Mining before Powder" 
conference in honour of Agricola's SOOth Birthday 
was held in March. In May the Society provided 
speakers for the East Midlands Archaeology 
Conference which was held at the Peak District 
Mining Museum and Magpie Mine. 

The Society published four Newsletters and one 
Bulletin during the year. In my report last year I 
referred to the eternal problem the Editor has in 
obtaining copy for the Bulletin and I stated that the 
Editor was having to look further afield to find 
contributors for the Bulletin. This fact has been 
illustrated with Bulletin Nol of Volume 12 which 
was a joint publication with the UK Journal of 
Mines and Minerals. The Bulletin currently in 
production consists of the papers that were 
presented at the "Mining before Powder" 
conference. 

It is always difficult to thank individuals for all the 
work that they have put in over the last year to keep 
our Society in the forefront of mining history 
organisation. There are so many people involved 
and every bit of input contributes something to the 
success of our Society. However it would be remiss 
of me not to personally thank Keith Gregory and 
Roy Paulson for their work in the day to day 
running of the Society, Alan Mutter and Andy 
Gillings for the work associated with the 
organisation of the repairs to the Magpie Mine 
Engine House and to Lynn Willies for the 
management of the Peak District Mining Museum 
and Temple Mine. To the other Directors, members 
of the Council, project leaders and their teams and 
every other member of the Society I offer a sincere 
"thank you" for enabling us to make the last year a 
successful one for our Society. 

Election of Directors 

Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 1994/95 are:-

Chairman A Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3HJ 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 584468 

Deputy Chairman Mrs E Dixon, 21 Marlborough 
Drive, Belper, Derbys, DES lLB 
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Hon Secretary 

Hon Treasurer 

Hon Editor 

Tel: Belper (0773) 823020 

J K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 55400 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt 
Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 
5GQ 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 534775 

Dr T D Ford, 21 Elizabeth Drive, 

l. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to Robin and Maxin Hall 
for their work at the Peak District Mining Museum. 

2. The Peak Mines Award was made to Peter 
Claughton for his paper "The Medieval Silver-Lead 
Miner" which was published in the Bulletin Vol 12 
No2. 

FUTURE SOCJETY MEETS 

Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4RD 1. SLALEY SOUGH, JACOBS DREAM AND 
Tel: Leicester (0533) 715265 HALLICAR WOOD SOUGH 

Hon Recorder R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt Sunday 22nd January 1995 
Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 
5GQ Leader:- Chris Heathcote 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 534775 

Ordinary Members Dr I J Brown, 95 Manygates 
Lane, Sandal, Wakefield, West 
Yorks., WF2 7DL 
Tel: Wakefield (0924) 257137 

P Chandler, 24 Central St, 
Hasland, Chesterfield, Derbys, 
S41 OSE 
Tel: Chesterfield (0246) 220773 

D J Clucas, 4 Macclesfield Rd, 
Buxton, Derbys. 
Tel: Buxton (0298) 26436 

M Luff, 11The Coppins", Wash 
Lane, Ravenstone, Coalville, 
Leicester, LE6 2AT 
Tel: Coalville (0530) 810905 

J Peel, "Truncliffe House", 
Smithy Lane, Parwich, 
Ashboume, Derbys, DE6 1 QD 
Tel: Parwich (0335) 25448 

J R Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse" Cobden Rd, Matlock, 
Derbys, DE14 3JR 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 582521 

ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held at The 
Blue Bell Inn, Tissington, on 3rd December 1994 
The Guest of the Society was Mr Richard Bird. 

The Toast to the Guests was proposed by the 
Chairman. Mr Bird proposed a Toast to the Society. 

The Society Awards for 1994 were presented by Dr 
Trevor Ford. These were:-
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All of these mines are in the Via Gellia at Cromford. 
They are all easy grade and the meet is designed to 
encourage new members of the Society to _visit this 
interesting Derbyshire mineral mining area. 

Meet at the lay-by near the Pig of Lead public house 
at 10.30am. 

2. OWLET MINE AND YATESTOPE SOUGH 

Sunday 19th February 1995 

Leader:- Chris Heathcote 

Owlet Mine, Matlock Bath - This is an 
easy/moderate trip into a mine owned by PDMHS. 
The trip includes climbing fixed ladders and 
negotiating a number of short climbs. The mine 
contains a "fire-set" level and a large pipe vein. 

Y atestope Sough. Darley Dale - This afternoon trip 
is also easy/moderate grade. It is one of the major 
soughs in Derbyshire and includes climbing fixed 
ladders and wading in knee deep water. Permission 
for this trip has kindly been given by H J Enthoven 
and Sons Ltd. 

Meet at the Peak District Mining Museum at 
l0.30am. 

3. SRT/LADDERIABSEIL TRAINING DAY 

Sunday 12th March 1995 

Organiser :_- Paul Chandler 

This is a training session that has been organised by 
the Masson Caving Group. There is a fee of £5.00 
per person and the number of places on the meet is 
limited to 6 persons. 



The event will be held underground in the Matlock 
Bath area. Normal underground equipment is 
required. Don't forget your packed lunch. 

If there is sufficient demand there will another 
training day later in the year. There will also be 
"follow up" SRT and ladder trips for those PDMHS 
members wishing to put their newly learned vertical 
techniques into practice. 

For further information and to book or confirm your 
place, please contact Paul Chandler, tel :
Chesterfield (0246) 220773, evenings only. 

4. BINCLIFFE MINE LEVELS, WETTON, 
STAFFS 

Sunday 26th March 1995 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This is an easy grade boilersuit/oversuit trip but 2 
feet deep water will be encountered in one of the 
levels. The rest of the levels are reasonably dry. 
Bring your camera. 

Meet in Wetton Village, opposite the "Pub" (Grid 
Ref: 109553), at 10.00am. 

For further information on Bincliffe Mine Levels 
please refer to the PDMHS Bulletin Vol 5, No 5. 

THE 1994 AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER 

The format of the 1994 AGM and Annual Dinner 
was different from previous years. It had been 
agreed early in 1994 that the Society would hold the 
Annual Dinner at a different venue to the one that 
had been used for a number of years. The number 
of members attending the Dinner has reduced in 
recent years but it was decided that we would look 
for a venue that would hold about 100 persons. The 
selected venue was the Blue Bell Inn at Tissington. 
It was also agreed to hold the AGM at this location. 
Later in the year it was decided to have meeting in 
the Pump Room at the Peak District Mining 
Museum on the Saturday afternoon as a "lead in" to 
the evening events. 

Well! How did it go? 

The afternoon meeting was a members slide show 
where the main presenter was Richard Bird. Other 
presentations were made by Dave Hollis, Harry 
Parker and Lynn Willies. Whilst the meeting was 
not as well attended as hoped, it was a success. 

The AGM at the Blue Bell was not a success. The 
facilities that were available to hold this important 
business meeting were very poor and there were 
some members of the public present during the 
meeting. 
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The Annual Dinner was very good. The service, the 
room. the decor and the bar were very good. The 
food was hot, good quality and, in quantity, more 
than adequate. 

The were no formal presentations after the dinner 
and members were able to talk amongst themselves 
until it was time to go home. 

The Blue Bell had adequate, and easy, car parking 
space. 

At the AGM it was requested that members be asked 
to inform the Management Committee of their 
thoughts on the AGM/ Annual Dinner programme. 
A number of members had already complained 
about the fact that these events had been held 
outside Matlock Bath. So come on! Put pen to 
paper and write to the Committee, via the Hon 
Secretary, and give them your opinions on this 
subject. Don't delay. A decision has to be made 
early in 1995 to book a venue for the next 
AGM/Dinner. 

To start you off, here are my personal suggestions: 
1. Continue with idea of organising a 

weekend of events to encourage members who live 
away from the area to come to Derbyshire for the 

weekend. Keep the Saturday afternoon event in the 
Pump Room but have an underground trip on the 
Sunday. 

2. Hold the AGM in the Pump Room 
immediately following the Saturday afternoon meet. 

3. Use the Blue Bell Inn for the Annual 
Dinner. 

4. Provide transport between Matlock Bath 
and the Dinner venue to reduce the driving of 
members who wish to stay in Matlock Bath or who 
find it too far to get to the Dinner venue. · 

5. Use the Saturday afternoon meeting as 
the "entertainment" for the weekend 

6. Do not have any formal talks etc after the 
end of the Dinner. 

7. Use the time after the Dinner for 
informal communications between members. 

Wes Taylor, Newsletter Editor 

NEW MEMBERS 

MrS C Holt 20 Forth St, Leeman Rd, York, 
Y024YS 

Mr J Nutley 20 Oaklands Rd, Lower Kersal, 
Salford, M7 3PY 

Miss S M Stafford 
88 Langer Lane, Chesterfield, 
Derbys, S40 2JJ 

Mr D Moorby 56 Orford St, Porthill, Newcastle, 
Staffs, ST5 OAQ 

Mr P J Rowsell 5 Abbotshall Terrace, Cults, 
Aberdeen, ABI 9JL 



• 

Mr G R Ward 70 Borwick Rd, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK17 9PE 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

The British Museum Department of Scientific 
Research Great Russell St, London, WCIB 

3DG 
Mr C J Hunt 49 Deepmore Close, Alrewas, 

Burton on Trent, Staffs, DE13 
7AF 

Dr P S Burr Tiroler Strasse, 21f, D-82515, 
Wolfratshausen, Germany 

Dr A Warren & Family 
98 Union St, Harthill, Sheffield, 
S31 8YH 

CONSERVATION 

One of the objectives of the Society is Conservation 
of Mining Sites in the Peak District. Over the years 
the Society has been very successful in conservation 
of such sites. Some projects have been lost but a lot 
have been won. One of the early failures manifested 
itself with the demolition of the Watergrove Mine 
Chimney in 1960. A recent success story was the 
input that resulted in conservation work being done 
at the Millclose Mine site at Darley Dale. 

Conservation work is not limited to surface 
activities and the recovery and display of the Wills 
Founder Pump that is the centre-piece of the Peak 
District Mining Museum at Matlock is a classical 
case of conservation on a grand scale. In addition, 
the Society has built up a rapport with local 
councils, the County Council, the Peak Park Board, 
land owners and farmers which generally works in 
our favour. 

It is the large sites and projects that get the publicity 
but conservation is an ongoing activity that does not 
always hit the headlines. The one thing that is 
common in all facets of Conservation is the human 
involvement, in our case, the involvement of 
members. 

The involvement of persons in the area of 
conservation varies with the type of site being 
looked after. Sites have been graded as to the 
amount of work required. The list of grades is given 
below:-

1. Watching brief This is a site which only 
requires an infrequent visit, perhaps at 3 month 
intervals. There may be a group of these sites 
within a limited area and they can be inspected from 
the roadside but some may involve a short walk. 
Any actual, or perceived damage to be reported 
immediately. 
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All sites fall within this category. Individual 
members could be responsible for a group of sites 
that fall within a limited area. 

2. Low key activity Clearing a mine site of 
accumulated rubbish, renovation of walls, securing 
shafts. The work may be done by an individual but 
it is more likely to be done by a group of members. 

3. Shaft grilling Might be undertaken by 
either Society members or, more likely, Derbyshire 
County Council. 

4. Maior restoration Only to be undertaken 
by a contractor under Society supervision. 

To introduce members to the idea ofadopting areas, 
specific locations, particular activities etc a series of 
Heritage Walks is being organised to different areas 
of Derbyshire during the forthcoming summer. The 
proposed dates for these walks are the 22nd April. 
lOth June and 2nd September. All ofthem will be 
led by Dr Jim Rieuwerts, the Society's Conservation 
Officer. 

Make a note of these dates in your diary. Full 
details of the walks will be published in the next 
edition of the Newsletter. 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1995 

The next NAMHO Conference will be held in 1995 
and will be hosted by the Shropshire Caving and 
Mining Club. The conference will be held on the 
15th- 16th July 1995 but there will be activities 
available for attendees on Friday the 14th and 
Monday the 17th. 

The Conference will be based at the National Sports 
Centre at Lilleshall, Shropshire where there are 
excellent facilities for the lectures, sporting and 
social activities. 

This will be a very well organised Conference with 
a large cross section of speakers. There will also be 
a wide range of visits, both surface and 
underground, as well a very good social event on the 
Saturday evening. 

A lot of effort will go into the organisation of the 
Conference and the hosting club deserves a lot of 
support from delegates to make it successful. Make 
a note in your diary now and support SCMC for this 
event. 

Preliminary details for this Conference are enclosed 
with this Newsletter. 



GATHERING WINTER FUEL 

If Good King Wenceslas had looked out over Harthill Moor near Alpert on a dull and damp Sunday 
last September he would have seen not "a poor man", but a task force of PDMHS members gathering 
winter fuel. 

The fuel was for heating Magpie Cottage Field Centre during the winter months. By courtesy of 
Stanton Estates some fallen timber, including a large tree, was the subject of a well organised operation 
involving manpower,chain saws, wedges, a tractor and trailer and a lorry of impressive proportions. 

By late afternoon a very welcome supply of combustible material had been cut up, tractored to the farm 
road, loaded onto the lorry and transported to Magpie Mine to ensure a warm welcome to visitors to the 
Field Centre in the coming months. 

Thanks are due to Stanton Estates for their donation of the timber, to the farmer who accepted the 
invasion of the Society members on to his land and to the efficient and hard working task force. It 
gives one a wam1 feeling, or it will do, when the Magpie stove is lit 

H M Parker 

Not snow but sawdust sprinkles the site as a giant tree trunk is cut to size 
Photo by H M Parker 

CLOSED COLLIERY NEWS MINES IN THE GWYDYR FOREST 

The two electric winders at Littleton Colliery, 
Staffordshire, are being dismantled by Markham & 
Co. of Chesterfield. 

These winders are bound for the Sellafield Power 
Station in Cumbria. They are to be used in the 
sinking of two shafts that will go down into hard 
rock from which large chambers will be mined out 
These chambers will then be used to store the 
nuclear waste! . One of these winders is scheduled 
to go to site in the very near future and the other in 
1997. 
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At a recent meeting with Forest Enterprise in North 
Wales it was reiterated that there would be no 
change in the attitude of Forest Enterprise to 
granting access to the mines in the Gwydyr Forest 
However, Forest Enterprise indicated that they were 
prepared to consider an "exploration lease" which 
would pass any liability to the lessee. They are 
asking their legal department to assess the 
possibility of granting such a lease for Aberllyn 
Mine and the implications of granting such a lease. 
From the NAMHO point of view this proposal 
raises the problem of who the lessee would be, a 
trust, a local society, an individual. 

Adrian Pearce 
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WATER POLLUTION 

The National Rivers Authority Chairman has 
warned that the prohibitive costs of preventing 
abandoned mines from polluting rivers and 
contaminating water supplies might stop the 
privatisation of British Coal unless the Government 
assumed liability and charged the taxpayers with the 
cost of pumping out the mines. 

PLANNING GUIDANCE NOTES 

The Department of the Environment recently issued 
guidance MPG12, "Treatment of Disused Mine 
Openings·and availability of Information on Mined 
Ground." This document gives advice to planners 
on when to take account of instability and risk of 
subsidence at the estimated 250,000 mine openings 
in England and Wales. 

CIVIL ENGINEERING HERITAGE 
UNDERGROUND 

In 1971 the Institution of Civil Engineers 
established a Panel for Historical Engineering 
Works, whose task is to compile files, deposited in 
the Institution•s library, for structures selected as 
HEWs on the basis of their "technical interest, 
innovation, durability and aesthetic qualities" . The 
Institution•s publishing company, Thomas Telford 
Ltd, has published a series of books under the 
general heading of "Civil Engineering Heritage" 
which, in four volumes, covers the whole of 
England and Wales except the London area. 
Further volumes are in preparation for London, 
Scotland and Ireland. 

The HEW classification predates the Association for 
Industrial Archaeology's Index Record for Industrial 
Sites (IRlS) and appears to ignore the Scheduled 
Ancient Monument status of at least some of the _ 
structures described in the published volumes. True 
to its civil origins, the ICE by and large does not 
deal with military or defensive structures which 
might have been thought to qualify for inclusion, 
e.g. the Western Heights at Dover, Portsmouth 
Forts, the Chilmark and Monkton Farleigh 
ammunition stores and their related railway systems 
etc. 

Approximately 40% of the structures listed in the 
four volumes are bridges and another 10% are 
buildings of one kind or another, including 
lighthouses, and railway stations. There are 44 
tunnels listed but less than six are mines or 
underground quarries. It is noted that Hillcarr 
Sough, Yatestoop Sough and Meerbrook Sough, all 
in Derbyshire, are included in the list. 

The published volumes are :-
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"Civil Engineering Heritage: Northern England" 
edited by M F Barley, 178pp, 1981, ISBN 0 7277 
0098 7. 
"Civil Engineering Heritage: Eastern & Central 
England" edited byE A Labrum. 282pp, 1994, 
ISBN 0 7277 1970 X. 
"Civil Engineering Heritage: Southern England" 
edited by R A Otter. 293pp, 1994, ISBN 0 7277 
1971 8. 
"Civil Engineering Heritage: Wales & Western 
England" edited by W J Silverman. 230pp, 1986, 
ISBN 0 7277 0236 X. 
Paul Sowan 

INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE- POST 
MEDIEVAL PLAN LANDSCAPES IN 
NORTHERN ENGLAND 

David Cranstone is organising a conference on the 
above subject which will be held at Van Mildert 
College, Durham University from 31st March 1995 
to 2nd April1995. 

There is a provisional list of sixteen speakers and 
there will be a field excursion to Cockfield Fell. 
The anticipated cost will vary from £20.00 
non-residential to £95.00 for full residential 
accommodation. 

For further information, and a booking form, please 
contact Eric Instone, SPMA Conference, The 
Cranstone Consultancy, 267 Kells Lane, Low Fell, 
Gates head, NE9 SHU. 

RADON IN MINES 

West Devon Borough Council have started putting 
Radon notices at the entrance to mine which are 
located close to public footpaths. The intention of 
these signs is to warn members of the public that 
radon is present in the area. 

Radon readings from a few sites in Devon and 
Cornwall (particularly in the mines that were once 
worked for Uranium), are at levels many times 
greater than those recorded from any cave. While 
there is potential of immediate health risk to anyone 
who spends a considerable amount of time in this 
environment, the risk to the average mine explorer 
is probably no higher than for someone who 
regularly goes caving 
SCMC 

MINEWA TER POLLUTION: THE REVENGE 
OF OLD KING COAL 

A paper in the Geoscientist, Vol. 4 No. 5, discusses 
the implication of the closure of coal mines and the 
effect on surface water when pumping ceases. The 



first paragraph from the paper sums up the situation 
in a graphic manner. 

"Blood from a stone?'' 
Britain is still a world leader in at least one aspect of 
coal mining: the speed with which we can entirely 
demolish colliery headgear. However, as the 
winding gear comes down, water often starts to rise: 
Old King Coal has the last laugh. Like some 
macabre scene from Agatha Christie, the corpses of 
the once-great coalfields are lying prostrate from 
their death-blows, but the blood is only just 
beginning to ooze from within. And the metaphor 
of blood is indeed apt, for the waters which ooze 
from abandoned coalfields have a particular 
propensity for reddening their receiving waters". 

The paper discusses the fact that oxidisation of 
pyrites has been ongoing since the mineral was 
exposed to air. These oxidised products have not 
been subject to major leaching by water whilst the 
mines are working. When the mine is closed the 
build-up of water that occurs when pumping ends 
allows the oxidised salts to be dissolved with the 
result that when the mine overflows the water 
coming out of the mine is very contaminated. 

The conclusions are very pessimistic and see no 
simple action to solve the problem. Perhaps the 
easiest solution, but very expensive and really 
impractical in the long term, would be to continue 
pumping old mine workings and thus preventing the 
water having access to these products of oxidisation. 

RESURRECTION OF CHATTERLEY 
WHITFIELD MINING MUSEUM!!! 

A consortium of some nine members are proposing 
to set up a Trust to:-

a) re-establish the Chatterley Whitfield 
Museum 

b) preserve a valuable part of the heritage of 
North Staffordshire 

c) provide a valuable underground experience 
for visitors 

d) facilitate interesting links with learning 
establishments 

e) be self financing 
f) be a non profit making charity. 

Support for the proposal has been received from a 
number of persons, including the local MP. It is 
hoped that financial assistance would be provided 
by the tourist industry, surrounding industries and 
interested businesses. It is interesting to note that a 
likely source of income to the museum would be a 
royalty from a drift mine that it is hoped to set up on 
the site. 
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Further information is available from Fred Leigh, 
"Rose Bank", 11 Church Lane, Oulton, Stone, ST15 
8UL. 

LLANDUDNO IN PREHISTORY 
The latest edition of the Great Orme Exploration 
Society, 1994 Supplement 2, is devoted to an 
account of the Cave Archaeology in the area around 
Llandudno. 

The paper has been written by Tom Stone wherein 
he describes the cave archaeology of the Great Orme 
and surrounding area, together with his findings 
during cave digs conducted between 1973 and 1983, 
together with his hypotheses of his findings. 

The specimens that were excavated from these digs 
have all been recorded by the National Museum of 
Wales but they have, fortunately, been retained in 
the Llandudno area. They are currently on display 
at the Great Orme Bronze Age Mine Centre. 

Copies of the this Journal are available from Helen 
Jones, Hon Secretary of the Great Orme Exploration 
Society, 42A Gwydyr Rd, Llandudno, Gwynedd, 
LL30 lHX, at a cost of £2.00 each. 

SATURDAY OPENING AT THE NMRC 

The National Monuments Record Centre at Swindon 
is opening on one Saturday per month for a trial 
period until February 1995 _ 

This service is designed to help people who are 
unable to visit during the w0rking week, especially 
those whose research has to be fitted around other 
jobs and commitments. Opening hours will be from 
lO.OOam to 4.00pm on 21st January and 18th 
February. 

Visitors will be able to use all of the open-access 
materials but material stored in the archive will only 
be available by prior arrangement. 

Anyone intending to use this facility on a Saturday 
is advised to phone in advance to ensure that as 
much relevant material as possible is available on 
the day of your visit. Tel:- (01793) 414600. 

Facilities are also available for a personal 
introduction to the facilities of the NMRC at 
Swindo.n. For further information please phone Jon 
Cannon, (01793) 414617. 

EXCAVATION AT COPA HJLL, 
CYMYSTWYTH 
(Extracted from "Archaeology in Wales", 1993) 

The 1993 excavations on the Comet Lode revealed 
evidence of areas used for working with stone tools 
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(pounding) and, as at the Great Orme, it is clear that 
a number of parallel veins had been worked within 
the opencut. "Fireset" debris was also revealed. 

The most important discovery was a number of 
wooden objects that were found amongst the early 
mining sediments, apparently associated with tool 
flakes and charcoal. Foremost amongst these were 
two wooden "launders" made of split, and carefully 
hollowed out, tree trunks, probably of oak. One of 
these appeared to be in-situ lying on the floor at the 
entrance to the mine. The maximum internal 
diameter was 18-20cms and it is difficult to see how 
effective this would have been in carrying water out 
of the mine. A wood sample was carbon dated to 
3690 years before now, plus or minus 90 years. 

Further work is planned for 1994. 
Simon Timberlake for Early Mines Research Group 
-abstracted from the Grosvenor CC Newsletter 

"GUIDE TO THE IDSTORY OF 
TECHNOLOGY IN EUROPE 1994" 

The second edition of this book that has been 
compiled by Bahr, Boon, Wyatt and Bud has 
recently been published by the Science Museum at a 
cost of £9.95. There are 195 pages and the ISBN is 
0 901805 73 4. 

It is a well constructed annotated directory of 
European Researchers with well-constructed name 
and subject indexes, together with guides to 
institutions arranged by subject. 

Disappointingly, mining history and archaeology are 
under-represented. Ivor Brown, Peter Burgess, Paul 
Craddock, Joep Orbons, Marilyn Palmer, Rod le 
Gear, Owen Ward and Paul Sowan are IN but a 
great many people doing excellent research work in 
the UK and the rest of Europe are NOT listed. 
There is no charge for entry and the volume is an 
invaluable source for research contacts. This 
publication is an ideal, and cost free, way to make 
your own researches and your Society and its 
publications better known. Entry forms are included 
in the book but anyone who wants to see sample 
entries and acquire entry forms should send a 
stamped addressed envelope to Paul W Sowan, c/o 
Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society Ltd, 
96A Brighton Road, South Croydon, Surrey, CR2 
6AD. 

FOLLOW UP VISIT TO THE ST AIDENS 
FLOODED OPEN CAST SITE IN YORKSHIRE 

A Society meet had been lead by Dr lvor Brown in 
March 1991 to see the flooded St Aidens Opencast 
Site near Pontefract Yorkshire. The 75 metre deep 
opencast had been flooded when the land between 
the River Aire and the open workings had given way 
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and the river had run into the opencast pit and 
flooded the whole site. The Aire and Calder canal 
runs within a few feet of the River Aire at this point 
and the canal and lock were put at risk by the breach 
of the river bank. This latest visit to the site was to 
see the progress in the civil engineering work that is 
taking place to recover the site so that the extraction 
of the coal can be completed. 
On 12th November 1994 lvor Brown lead a further 
meet to the site. Some 15 members attended and 
although it rained steadily for most of the morning 
the programme, described in the last Newsletter, 
was, more or less completed. The following sites 
were visited:-

a) The weir that was constructed across the 
River Aire when the river was straightened in the 
1980's to allow the working at the NW end of the 
site. This area has been restored to a nature reserve 
lake with two islands and a hide .. For 2 miles 
downstream of this weir a new river bed is being 
constructed and the river will then act as a 
replacement canal for a similar stretch of old canal 
that is being removed to make remedial work 
possible. 

b) The new canal will be 14ft lower than 
the present canal from the point where the new river 
bed is started so a large 14 foot deep lock is being 
constructed at this point The river will enter the 
new cut at the bottom of this lock. To make this 
connection possible a new breach has been cut 
between the existing river and the opencast at a 
point upstream of the new lock. The old river now 
runs into the opencast site and out through the 
original breach. 

c) The piling for a new marina were noted. 
This marina is necessary to replace 2 miles of 
"constant water level" moorings alongside the bank 
of the old canal. The new river/canal will not have 
a constant water level. 

d) The breach and the adjoining 6 foot drop 
canal lock were visited. The lock keepers cottages 
are now empty and will soon be demolished. The 
inverted syphon of the large stream that passes 
under the canal at this point will also be moved. 

e) The 1/2 mile long new road to Shann 
Hall and the parallel new river/canal were noted. 
The first of the three new bridges is near 
completion. The old Saville Colliery yard and canal 
ann has been restored to agriculture. 

t) The new river/canal bed was seen to be 
very deep and wide. Old mine shafts and shallow 
workings have been grouted up, the excavation 
covered with thick plastic sheeting. The banks are 
lined with broken limestone and the bottom has 
been puddled with clay. Large pipes have been 
placed into the canal side to allow still-water areas 
for fish to spawn and for vegetation to take root. 



g) The high bridge that was recently 
constructed to replace a swing bridge over the old 
canal was seen to be in direct line of where the new 
river line crosses the old canal. 

h) The canal navigation will have to be 
closed for several weeks in Spring 1995 when the 
changeover to the new navigation is made. 

i) The Saville Colliery Tip is now in three 
parts with one part retained to supply salt to the 
Brackish Water SSSI. 

j) The 1980's constructed Caroline Staithe 
will have to be turned around because in future the 
barges will be moored in the new channel for 
loading. 

k) The old, now diverted, route for 
pedestrians across the area was followed alongside 
the old moorings for the tom-pudding barges to the 
course of the old river. The river is crossed by a 
replacement "Bailey Bridge" for the old iron bridge 
that had been manufactured at the Minton Iron 
Works in 1831. 

1) Half a mile downstream of the crossing 
of the old canal, the new river/canal navigations 
joins the existing navigation below the existing 8 
foot lock. This lock will be redundant as it is on the 
course of the canal that is being replaced. 

The civil engineering work is due for completion in 
May 1995. A start can then be made to pump out 
some four billion gallons of water and sludge from 
the opencast pit. 

It has been suggested that a further PDMHS visit be 
made to the site next year to see the completed 
works. 

In the afternoon the party visited the Caphouse 
Colliery Museum and Mining Historical Trail. 
I J Brown 

ST WYSTON'S CHURCH, REPTON 

On 6th November 1994 a group of members met on 
a sunny afternoon to visit the crypt of St Wyston's 
Church in the South Derbyshire village of Repton. 
Although some of the members had come prepared 
with all of their underground gear this was to be an 
underground visit with a difference. 

We were greeted by Mr Colin Kitchen of Repton 
who could not understand why a group of mining 
enthusiasts should be interested in the church and 
the crypt. He outlined the history of the area from 
it's importance as a seat of the Kings of Mercia in 
the 8th Century through to the present day. He also 
described the archaeological dig that had taken place 
between 1974 to 1988 when, amongst other finds, 
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the remains of 200 Viking men and 49 Anglo Saxon 
~omen were found under the lawn of the present 
vtcarage. 

The first building visited was the undercroft of the 
12th Century Priory. This has been incorporated 
into Repton School and is not normally open to the 
public. It is an impressive room with some of its 
original stone columns and massive timber beams. 
It now houses an interesting museum. The only 
other remaining parts of this Priory are the area of 
the cloisters and the base of some of the piers at 
eastern end of the church. 

The Parish Church dates from Saxon times but it has 
frequently been altered over the centuries. The 
crypt, which was the reason for this underground 
trip, has been closed to the public for a number of 
years. It is hoped to open it up to the public in the 
future when further restoration work has been 
completed. The crypt was built as a mausoleum for 
the Kings of Mercia and in 849 AD St Wyston, who 
had been martyred, was buried in the crypt. The 
crypt then became a shrine and two flight of steps 
were built down into the crypt to facilitate the flow 
of pilgrims to this shrine. The large numbers of 
pilgrims also brought great wealth to the church. 

The crypt is quite small and it is divided into nine 
bays, each with rounded arches. The columns 
which support the roof have a spiral rope design 
which is reminiscent of the design on the pillars in 
the church of StPeter in Rome. 

We emerged into the sunlight much cleaner and 
more refreshed than is usual after a traditional 
underground visit. Our thanks go out to Colin 
Kitchen for passing on some of his extensive 
knowledge and enthusiasm for Repton. Many 
thanks also to Paul Chandler for arranging this 
visit with a difference. 
Evelyn Dixon 

BUCKDEN GAVEL MINE, BUCKDEN. 
NORTH YORKSHIRE 

Eleven enthusiasts - not bad for a location far from 
Derbyshire - gathered in Buckden car park on a wet 
and misty Sunday morning in October prior to 
making the steep 900 foot ascent to the mine. 

The rainfall overnight made for some spectacular 
waterfalls as we made our way up the hillside beside 
Buckden Beck. The mist served the purpose of 
hiding just how far we still had to climb as our 
leader, Paul Chandler, kept giving us optimistic 
assessments of how close we were to our 
destination. 

Eventually we arrived at the site of Buckden High 
Smelt Mill were we paused to examine the remains 
of the building which was excavated by the 
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Northern Mines Research Society in 1974. A final 
short slog up the steep bank of the tip in front of the 
mine brought us to the entrance of the mine. 

We set off up Flank Level, commenced in 1804, and 
after some 500 metres of mainly dry and easy 
walking we turned north into Wiseman's West Level 
North and, following a quick look at the collapsed 
Bouden's Cross Cut, we made our way along Old 
Man's Cross Cut. An interesting crossing of a sump 
was made via some springy iron rails . 

A short climb down brought the party into the Main 
Pipe. This was the main haulage route from the 
furthest reaches of the mine. After a damp, but 
mercifully short crawl through a collapse that had 
been dug out by Earby Mines Research Group some 
years ago, we were able to examine some interesting 
features- a wooden water tank complete with a 
filter arrangement and lead pipes, some 19th 
Century initials and dates carved into the wall and a 
pair of clogs. 

Returning along the Main Pipe we paused for 
refreshments at the junction with Bouden's Second 
Cross Cut. One inquisitive member disappeared up 
an adjacent slope but the seated diners quickly 
scattered when a few minutes later a miniature 
avalanche rolled down the slope, quickly followed 
by an embarrassed individual who was moving even 
more quickly as he found himself being hotly 
pursued by a second shower of rocks. 

Setting off again, we followed East Drift and then 
climbed up into a maze of passages that eventually 
brought us into Sunter's North Level and hence back 
into Flank Level. We examined a number of short 
passages on the way out, including one in which a 
number of names and early 19th Century dates had 
been carved into clay deposits on the wall . 

We eventually emerged into considerably drier and 
clearer weather and returned to Buckden after some 
5 hours underground. A most enjoyable and 
interesting time had been had by all - many thanks 
to Paul Chandler for making it all possible. 
Mike Higgins 

VISIT TO OLD MILLCLOSE MINE, 
~ENSLEY,DERBYSHrnRE 

Entry to the mine was achieved by a winched chair 
down Shale Shaft to a level some 120ft below the 
surface. The shaft passes through the shale into the 
limestone strata. At the bottom of the shaft the mine 
was found to be quite dry. The limestone hades 
below the shale at approx 30° and a fault occurs 
around the bottom of the shaft. 

Our Guide, Norman Birket, explained the mine 
geology as we travelled through the mine. he stated 
that the mine consisted of pipe veins which appeared 
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to have contained clay and silt with a mix of 
barytes, galena, and calcite. Leaving the shaft 
bottom we saw huddle floors on which the miners 
had sieved the finings and silt through water to 
retrieve fine particles of galena. Natural water 
sources were utilised on the huddle floors. Various 
mining artifacts were seen, including the remains of 
a wheelbarrow, shovels, picks, drills and boots. We 
also saw two small pot bottles that had possibly held 
oil. 

At the bottom of the original winding shaft stood the 
blacksmith's forge. This consisted of a stone hearth, 
the partial remains of a hand operated leather 
bellows and a small anvil. The forge was used to 
temper and sharpen the miner's picks and chisels etc. 

Moving on from the forge we arrived at a level 
which had a small gauge railway that utilised three 
different types of rail track section, "T" section, 
"Top Hat" and "L" section. There were also remains 
of wagon bogies. 

Continuing through the mine complex we eventually 
reached a boulder chamber which entailed climbing 
some 40 - 50 feet over huge boulders. At this point 
fossil shell beds were evident. 

At different points in the mine names, and dates, 
had been inscribed into the rock, using the point of 
the miners pick. At one location there were three 
names that were legible and neatly inscribed and 
related to the Taylor family. of about 1850. 

Our journey through the mine ended in a wetter 
area. The exit to the day was via a shaft which 
contained stalactites and great care was needed by 
the winch driver to winch out to the surface due to 
the shaft top being very tight. A very welcome cup 
of tea awaited us on the surface. 

Thanks to our guide, Norman Birket, the Old 
Millclose project team and to everyone else 
involved in providing a most interesting trip . 
Harold Bowden 

ATALAYA TOURS IN 1995 

Atalaya Tours are again offering a series of Mining 
Study Tours to the Iberian Peninnsular and in 
Britain during 1995. 

The study tours available are:-
Rio Tinto and the Iberian Pyrite Belt, 

22nd-29th April 1995 
Northern Spain, June 1995 
Mines of Andalucia and Southern Spain, 

September 1995 
Western Britain, Autumn 1995 

Further information is available from Atalya Tours 
Ltd, Ceinionfa, Capel Dewi, Aberystwyth, SY23 
3HR. Tel: (01 970) 828989 



ACCESS NEWS 

I. Long Rake Mine, Youlgreave 
The ladder-way into part of this mine has 

been obliterated by dumping but the ramp entrance 
is still accessible. 

2. Ashford Marble Mine and Holme Bank Chert 
Min~ 

Access involving a locked gate and keys will 
soon be available for both of these sites. 

3. Cumberland/Wapping Mine 
The separate owners of these site are still 

considering options for the future of these mines. 
Meanwhile, neither has taken steps yet to close the 
system . 

Speleoscene provided by H M Parker 

NAMHO FIELD MEET- FOREST OF DEAN, 
AUGUST 1994 

About 90 delegates attended this bi-annual N AMHO 
meet that was held in the Forest of Dean. There was 
a full programme of surface and underground 
events, together with a social event on the Saturday 
evening. Up to 10 activities were available on each 
morning, afternoon or evening session. A lot of the 
trips were repeated on each session so, if a trip was 
missed on one session, there was a chance to go 
later. The working coal mine trip was popular 
throughout the weekend and the car trip seemed to 
have had an increasing interest as the weekend 
developed. 

The "Pig Roast" on the Saturday evening was very 
enjoyable and there was the added attractions of 
music, a film show and trade stands. 

The four local clubs who organised the meet 
provided a most interesting and enjoyable weekend 
that was aided, of course, by the area's fascinating 
history and uniqueness, its forest location and the 
hospitality so kindly given at Clearwell Caves. 

I J Brown 

A PERSONAL RECOLLECTION OF PEAK 
CAVERN 

Sunday November 27th 1994 was my 6Jrd birthday. 
1 celebrated this achievement by accompanying Paul 
Chandler, Veronica, who was celebrating her 
wedding anniversary without her husband and ten 
other friends on a gentle stroll through about twenty 
miles of Peak Cavern. At least it seemed to be that 
far. 

The "Devil's Staircase" is now aptly named. The 
steps are breaking up and are covered in very deep 

slippery mud. Still, the "Mucky Ducks" soon 
washes the mud off, and it also washes everything 
else. 

There was much to see in the cavern. Sections of 
awe-inspiring river passage that, in places, sores up 
almost out of sight. Small fox-holes to slither 
through with difficulty since everything in covered 
in this glutinous mud. There was Boulder Hall 
where one picked a delicate path over loose rocks. 
Then a Water Chute into Sqaw Junction which was 
alive with the sound of playful waterfalls. This was 
followed with a stroll along a river canyon which 
was about three feet wide and twenty feet high. One 
ponders as to how many years it has taken for the 
river to cut down so far. 

A climb up a ladder through more falling water is 
followed by a sideways shuffle along another 
canyon, this time in miniature. This time the 
canyon was a foot wide and four feet deep, hence no 
plump people on the trip. On the next short climb 1 
was unable to obtain any purchase on the side with 
my feet but two stalwart friends came to my 
assistance. They leaned down and after grasping my 
raised hands they heaved. l shot up the slot like a 
cork out of a bottle! 

This had been a very memorable day for me. It was 
a fitting climax to a long, but not very outstanding, 
caving career. It also showed me that lam not as fit 
as I was once. Perhaps it is time to hang up my 
boots, or at least stick to easy Grade one or Grade 
two mines and leave the more venturesome trips to 
younger persons. Well perhaps maybe just one 
more big trip. 

Thanks to Paul and the rest of the gang for a very 
enjoyable day 

John Martin 

COPY FOR THE APRIL EDITION OF THE 
N.~WSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5th March 1995. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be 
sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- Barton under Needwood (01283) 713315 . 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
c,,mpan~· No 1 2279~ I (R~gist.•red in England) Liability Limit..-d h~ 

(iuarant~-e 

~~gi~t~red Charity N(' 504662 

R<'g.istered Otlic~. J'eak Jn•ll'lct Mining Mu~eum. The Pavilion. SoUlh Parade. 

Matlo' k Hath. :\fallock. D\-ttlysbir..-. f)f.4 3NR. Tel:- Matlock (01 629) 

583834. 
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