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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

22nd April 
5th May 
7th May 
4th June 
lOth June 
18th June 
14th- 17th July 
19th - 25th August . 
2nd September 

Surface walk 
Surface walk 
Underground meet 
Underground meet 
Surface walk 
Underground meet 
Conference 
Conference 
Surface walk 

Page 4 
Page 3 
Page 3 
Page 3 
Page 4 
Page 4 
Page 9 
Page 7 
Page 4 

CORRECTION TO DIRECTOR'S DETAILS 

In the list ofPDMHS Directors that was published in 
the last edition of the Newsletter the address for Paul 
Chandler was incorrect. His correct address is :-

P Chandler, 12 Darwent Rd , Chesterfield, 
Derbys, S41 OUE. Tel:- Chesterfield (01246) 220773 

MAGPIE ENGINE HOUSE APPEAL 

The Appeal for funds for the stabilisation of the 
Magpie Mine Engine House was launched about two 
years ago and it is proceeding very nicely. Society 
members have contributed in a very generous manner, . 
a fact for which we are most gratefuL Outside the 
Society, the first contributor was the Post Office who 
delivered all of the information packs free of charge. 
When you consider that over a thousand hefty 
packages were sent to addresses both in the UK and 
other locations throughout the world, the Post Office 
contribution was very significant. 

Industry and the privatised utilities were a dead loss -
perhaps our approach was wrong. Derbyshire 
County Council and Derbyshire Dales District Council 
regarded the conservation of this unique Engine 
House to be a project well worth helping despite the 
restrictions on their budgets . They both managed to 
squeeze the money bags in our favour. The Engine 
House stands in the Peak National Park and we have a 

We are also very grateful for a splendid contribution 
from the Pilgrim Trust, a charity which has been a 
staunch friend of Magpie Mine over the last few 
years. 

As the Magpie Mine site is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument it is kept under the eagle eye ofEnglish 
Heritage who have the final say as to which technique 
is to be used for the restoration of the Engine House. 
This organisation will also be making a contribution 
to the cost of the repair. 

Negotiations are currently in hand between the 
Society, architects, and English Heritage to draw up 
an agreed specification for the work that has to be 
done. It is anticipated that these negotiations will be 
completed in the very near future and we can then go 
out to tender from suitable contractors. At this stage 
English Heritage will make a financial award to the 
project. It is hoped that the restoration work will be 
completed before the autumn this year. 
Alan Mutter 

MAGPIE MINE COTTAGE WARDEN'S 
REPORT 

The number of people staying overnight at Magpie 
Cottage has doubled over the last three years with 
some 460 persons staying at the cottage in 1994. 
Unfortunately vandalism, theft and anti-social 
behaviour are also on the increase and this is having a 
demoralising effect on the dwindling number of firm promise from the Peak Park Planning Board that 

we will not be forgotten. members who willingly give their time to this project. 
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The development of the "New" Cottage continues. 
The staircase has been installed and the upper flooring 
is now complete. Work on fitting out the kitchen is 
currently in progress. The "Old" Cottage kitchen is 
also being improved. 

Several other major jobs around the site are waiting 
for better weather and willing hands to get them 
going. The two sheds need re-roofing, the collapsed 
tip embankment needs rebuilding and the horse gin 
cries out for completion, but half a dozen members 
can only do so much! We work at the site on most 
Sundays and volunteers are always welcome to help 
maintain and develop this Scheduled Ancient 
Monument. 

Unwelcome visitors have robbed us three times this 
year. The goods that have been stolen are a kibble, 
various other metal items from the site and six cast 
iron radiators from inside the Old Cottage. The 
police and National Park Warden have been informed 
of the thefts. Closer to home, a fine specimen of 
galena was stolen from the Cottage Collection on a 
weekend in February when some m~mbers and friends 
were staying at the cottage. In addition, on several 
weekends visitors have left the site leaving washing 
up, food and other mess for others to clean up. 

I appeal to all Society members to use the Magpie 
Mine Field Centre, to stay there, to work there, and to 
keep an eye on the place when passing through the 
site. The busier the cottage, the more secure and safe 
the site. 

Please note the Cottage Warden's new address and 
telephone number:-
John Stott, 38 Callis Rd, Bolton, Lanes, BL3 5QA. 
Tel :- Bolton (01204) 659154. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

The following DRAFT guidelines and guidance notes 
have been received from the Department ofthe 
Environment for comment by NAMHO 

1. Mineral Planning Guidance Note No 13-
Peatworking (Draft) 

2. Mineral Planning Guidance Note No 14 -
Silica Sands (Draft) 

3. Mineral Planning Guidance Note No 1 
(Revision) - Development Plan System (Draft) 
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4. Planning Policy Guidance Note No 14, 
Annexe 1 -Development on Unstable Land: 
Landslides and Planning (Draft) 
(NB: Mineral Planning Guidance Note No 12-
Treatment of disused mine openings - was published 
in 1994) 

Loan copies of these draft documents are available 
from Dr I J Brown, NAMHO Chairman. Tel: (01924) 
257137. 

PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED 

If you fancy your chance ofbeing another Lord 
Snowdon or David Bailey, then the Peak District 
Mines Historical Society wants you! 

For a number of years I have supplied pictures to the 
Newsletter and I hope to continue doing so in the 
future. However, a damaged knee and general wear 
and tear on the person now limits the scope of my 
activities. The spirit is more than willing but the 
bones are getting on a bit. The result is that there is a 
need for some new blood that is able to scale the 
heights and plumb the depths to go boldly into the 
places that are no longer in my repertoire. 

Black and white prints (6" x 4" minimum size) are 
preferred but not everybody has their own darkroom 
and commercial processing is not readily available. 
Colour prints are usable provided that they are sharp 
and have good contrast. Full supporting details 
should be supplied with each print. Pictures of 
surface and underground activities, meets and other 
Society functions will be gratefully accepted with a 

. view to being used in the Newsletter. 

The rewards are many, but they exclude fmancial 
reward. You will, however, have the satisfaction of 
seeing your work in print and all pictures will be 
acknowledged. In addition, you will have the 
knowledge that you are helping to record history and 
furthering the aims and aspirations ofPDMHS. You 
will be doing that extra bit for the benefit of our 
Society. 

So don't wait to be asked. Have a go, it could be the 
start of a whole new interest and make you ap even 
more valuable asset to the Society. Send your 
offerings to the Newsletter Editor- the address is at 
the end of this newsletter. 
Harry M Parker 



COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHS 

A number of colour photographs have been used in the Newsletter in recent years but the major 
cause for rejection of those submitted is the lack of contrast . The following photograph is an 
example of what can be done with a very good, high contrast colour photograph. 

This photograph was taken by Linda Bussey in Masson Mine at Matlock Bath on a workshop on 
Underground Photography that was directed by Paul Deakin. ln the colour version of this 
photograph there is a sharp contrast between the red oversuit ofPaul Deakin, second from the 
left, and the turquoise oversuits of the adjacent persons. 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. ELDON HILL QUARRY, NEAR 
CASTLETON, DERBYSHIRE 

FRIDAY 5th May 1995 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This is a dry, moderate grade trip with one tight 
section and a short rope climb/traverse. 

Meet outside the Peak District Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath at 10.00am 

3. ASHNOTT MINE, TROUGH OF BOWLAND, 
-~ This is a walk around a working limestone quarry and LANCS 

will take about three hours to complete. AJI visitors 
must have helmets and boots. In addition, waterproof Sunday 4th June 1995 
clothing is recommended. 

The size of the party is limited. For further 
information and to book your place, please contact 
Paul Chandler. Tel:- Chesterfield (0 1246) 220773 
(evenings only) .. 

2. OLD ASH MINE, WENSLEY, DERBYSHIRE 

Sunday 7th May 1995 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 
This is an "oversuit" trip of moderate grade which 
incorporates a 20ft ladder trip. 

A description of this mine is given in "The Yorkshire 
and Lancashire Lead Mines" by MCGill. NMRS 
Publication No 33, Pgs 44-47. 

For further information please contact Paul Chandler. 
Tel:- Chesterfield (01246) 220773 (evenings only). 
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4. OLD GELL'S ADIT, VIA GELLIA, 
CROMFORD 

Sunday 18th June 1995 

Leader:- Chris Heathcote 

This is a moderate grade trip which involves a short 
crawl plus the crossing of several shafts in the floor of 
the level. There is also a short wet section. 

If time permits, several other short levels in the area 
will also be visited. 

Meet at the Goodluck Lay-by (Ref: SK268566) at 
ll.OOam 

CONSERVATION/HERITAGE WALKS 

Leader for all of the walks:- Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

1. THE AREA AROUND ELDON, PEAK 
FOREST 

SATURDAY 22nd April 1995 

Meet at Eldon Lane, Peak Forest, (SKJ 13798) at 
10.30am 

The walk will take in Watts Grove, Jowle Grove 
(shafts, gin circles, ore crushing wheel, water storage 
pond and coes), Portway Mine, Linacre Mines 
(complex scrims and small veins and small bell and 
yard), Two Rakes Head, Windle and Rush Mine 
(untouched surface remains), Burning Drake Mine 
(crushing wheel and belland yard), and Eldon Hole. 

2. CASTLETON AREA 

SATURDAY lOth June 1995 

Meet in Castleton Square at 10.30am 

This walk will cover Oden Sough (small bolt), 
Callarny Mine (zinc workings), Ashton's Mine (engine 
house, boiler installation, chimney and powder house), 
Pindale Scrims (deep handpicked workings), Siggate 
Head Mine (historical geology, crushing circle, and a 
water storage pond), Nether Dirtlow Mine (grilled 
shafts, reinstated crushing wheel and slabbed track) 
and Dirtlow Rake (spectacular opencuts). 
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3. WJNSTER BONSALL AREA 

SATURDAY 2nd September 1995 

Meet at the Miner's Standard, Winster, at 10.30am 

Motor transport will be used to travel to the various 
sites. The locations to be visited are Winster Pitts 
(buddling complex, surface extraction of very low 
grade ores), Gorseydale Mines, Whitlow Mines 
(intensive shallow workings on boxwork of scrims), 
Bonsall Lees (many shafts, coes, buddies; an almost 
unique survival of concentrated area of small 
miner/farmer lead mines), Bonsall Lees Sough Mines. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Please note that all books that are reviewed or 
advertised in the Newsletter are available from the 
Peak District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath. Any 
titles that are not in stock can be obtained at short 
notice. 

"Exploring Cornish Mines" by K Brown & R 
Acton. Soft cover, AS, 144pp, 80 maps, plans and 
photos (old and new). Published in 1994 by Landfall 
Publications, Landfall, Penpol, Deveran, Truro, 
Cornwall, TR3 6NW. Cost £5 .50. 

The book basically describes a series of walks around 
some of the most famous mining sites in Cornwall 
with detailed descriptions of the remaining artifacts 
and structures. There is a wealth of anecdotal 
information, snippets from past journals and 
interviews with old miners. It is a book which not 
only acts as a guide to the Cornish mining sites, it 
whets the appetite for further investigation of the 
subject. It provides an explanation for all ofthe 
technology that is likely to be found on almost any 
mine site. 

A very clear glossary of mining and engineering 
terms, a note for mineral collectors and a detailed 
bibliography is included in the book. All this for 
£5.50 - what more can be said. 
Dr I J Brown 

"Industry in the Landscape, 1700 - 1900" by 
Marilyn Palmer and Peter Neaverson. Published by 
Routledge, London. ISBN 0 41 5 11206 0, 214pp 
HB. Cost £40.00 

These accomplished authors have produced another 
fme book, well produced and virtually free of errors. 



This time it is a general commentary on the way our 
landscape has changed due to the industrial activities 
over two centuries. Numerous examples are cited of 
buildings and other features as evidence of the past 
use ofwhat was once an almost entirely agricultural 
landscape. The eight chapters take different themes 
such as "Location", "The Necessities ofLife", "Fuel 
and PoV(er", "Clothing the People", "Building", 
"Roads, Rivers, Canals and Railways", and of most 
interest to PDMHS readers, "Metals in the Service of 
Man". 

This latter chapter covers iron, copper, lead, zinc and 
tin mining and processing in only 2 7 pages. It is, 
therefore, a bit thin on some aspects of the subject. 
The authors seem to have overlooked the tact that the 
introduction of the reverberatory smelter allowed 
finer-grained lead ores to be treated with the resultant 
retreatment ofwaste heaps 

I have only one criticism of the book - the sparsity of 
illustrations, particularly maps. There are only two 
small groups of maps and neither has a scale nor a 
north point. Otherwise, I enjoyed reading this book 
which kept me quiet on a Majorcan beach. 
DrTDFord 

"The Clay Cross Calamities" by T Judge. Soft 
cover, 112 pp, 40 diagrams, photos, drawings and 
plans. Published by Scarthin Books ( 1994 ), cost 
£8.95. 

This is one of several "disaster" books that have been 
produced following the recent rundown ofthe British 
coal mining industry. It is presented with clear text 
but not all of the illustrations refer to local sites and it 
would have been helpful iftheir source had been 
indicated. The principal map seems to show a new 
town in the mining area called "Tilsley", an 
amalgamation, perhaps, of Tibshelf and Pi Isley? 

The publication is written in "story form" and the 
work has been produced by someone who obviously 
knows his coal mining and the area on which the 
"story" is based. He vividly describes not only the 
"calamities" but also the conditions which are likely to 
have existed at the time of their occurrence. The 
story is told through three disasters that took place in 
the pits of the Clay Cross area between 1861 and 
1882, in particular an inundation in 1861 , an 
explosion in 1865 and a further explo sion at 
Parkhouse Colliery in 1882. These incidents took 
some 76 lives but there must have been many more 
deaths in single and double fatality accidents which 
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are now probably forgotten. A list of six other 
fatalities is given for 1861, the year when 23 men 
were lost in the inundation. 

This is an interesting book which gives a clear insight 
into the conditions suffered by the miners and their 
families in the Clay Cross area in Victorian times. 
Dr I J Brown 

"Les Lampes de Mine" by Michel C Dupont 
and Gil Lebois. Published by Edi Loire Recto, 
distributed in UK by David Aldous-Cook, 1 Love 
Lane, Cheam, Surrey, SM3 8PS. 144pp, size 320mm 
x 240mm, 245 illustrations. The large page size may 
possibly be too large for some bookshelves. It has 
sewn paperback binding, with the addition of a 
laminated dust jacket. 

This book, which was published in collaboration with 
the Musee de Ia Mine at St-Etienne in France, deals 
with the development ofthe miner's lamp. 
The emphasis is on the safety lamp, but it includes 
some acetylene lamps and electric hand lamps. The 
more modern type of rechargeable electric cap lamp is 
excluded. Most of the lamps are European, with a 
large proportion ofthem from Britain, and a few from 
the USA. 

The first chapter discusses the dangers involved with 
mining, especially in collieries, and includes a number 
of historic photographs. The next chapter deals with 
mine illumination before the introduction ofthe safety 
lamp, while the next seventeen chapters detail the 
development of the different types of lamp since the 
inventions of Sir Humphrey Davy and George 
Stephenson. 

This well-designed book is printed in full colour 
throughout, with superb colour photographs ofthe 
lamps, mostly taken by Gil Lebois, with many of them 
appearing to be in a suitable underground setting. 
The colour photographs are interspersed with black 
and white photographs, (many oflamps from the 
London Science Museum), catalogue illustrations and 
more historic mining scenes. 

Although the text is in French, the illustrations form 
the main part of the book. The book is still of great 
value to non-French readers as there are many 
French/English captions. This book will appeal to all 
who have an interest in mine safety, especially 
collectors of old mining lamps - the only criticism is 
that there is no index. 
John A Robey 



INFORMATION WANTED 

Does anyone have any information on the engine, 
known as "Dakeyns Disc Engine", that was installed 
at Lathkilldale Mine? Drawings and/or a detailed 
description of the working of the engine are required. 

If anyone can help, then please contact Derek Wilson. 
Tel:- Mansfield (01623) 796426. 

PEAK CAVERN, CASTLETON 

After getting kitted up, the 13 worthy members 
travelled through the show cave to the "Mucky 
Ducks", a series of pools and canals four feet high 
which contained some three feet deep water. The 
next section was a large and high stream passage 
which lead towards Treasury Sump. This sump was 
visited but there were no takers for a swim. 

The next section was a sporty piece which contained a 
keyhole shaped waterway which could be climbed into 
or traversed. This was followed by a clay lined tube 
which one could only slither through and thus acquire 
a really good coat of mud. The drenching in the 
subsequent waterfall managed to make us look like 
human beings again. 

The party then followed the large stream passage to 
the Far Sump, a preserve for the cave divers. It was 
then back to lake passage where several members · 
dived the small lake sump in order to reach the Ink 
Sump, and that water was cold!! I On the way out the 
group visited the emergency food dump before going 
through the Mucky Ducks again and on to the cave 
entrance. The trip had lasted about five hours. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler tor leading what I 
considered to be the best and most sporting trip this 
year. 
Derek Wilson 

ATALAYA TOURS IN 1995 

Atalaya Tours are again offering a series ofMining 
Study Tours to the Iberian Peninsular and Britain 
during 1995 . 

The study tours available are:-
Rio Tinto and the Iberian Pyrite Belt, 

22nd-29th April 1995 
Northern Spain, June 1995 
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Mines of Andalucia and Southern Spain, 
September 1995 

Western Britain, Autumn 1995 

Further information is available from Atalaya Tours 
Ltd, Ceinionfa, Capel Dewi, Abcrystwyth, SY23 
3HR Tel: (01 970) 828989. 

THE WORKING UNDERGROUND 
WATERWHEEL AT KILLHOPE LEAD 
MINING CENTRE, WEARDALE 

This 18ft diameter water wheel, which was 
commissioned at the end of last year, was constructed 
by five trainees from the Industrial Power Group 
Training Centre. This organisation is part of Rolls 
Royce PLC. 

During the summer the visitors to Killhope will be 
able to go into the mine to see this water wheel in 
operation. It will be the only working underground 
water wheel in Britam. 
(Rolls Royce News R Gosling) 

COMBE DOWN MINES- A TIME FOR 
ACTION 

Last autumn the Bath Chronicle published a 
supplement to highlight the proposed measures to be 
taken to protect the village of Combe Down from 
being damaged by subsidence as a result of mining 
stone from under the village. The stone was used to 
build almost all ofthe famous buildings in Bath. The 
mines were abandoned about 130 years ago. 

The main areas at risk have been assessed as those 
where there is less than 3 metres of cover to the stone 
workings. 

It has been estimated that it will cost some £21.6m to 
stabilise the area by pumping PF A into the voids, 
supplemented by shotcrete as necessary. The 
proposed use of PF A has prompted a reaction from 
some of the inhabitants who are concerned about the 
heavy metals (including arsenic and mercury) which 
are present in the PF A. 

So far, no property has been damaged by wholesale 
collapse into a mine working. Subsidence that has 
occurred has been associated with the failure of caps 
on "air and light" shafts. Even so, there is a 
reluctance for insurance companies to provide 
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subsidence cover and for mortgagees to finance the 
purchase of properties in the area in spite of the 
optimistic statements that are made by local estate 
agents. 
R Gosling 

NOTES from lvor Brown 

1. The Government has written off loans of 
£23.4m made to Carnon Ltd (South Crafty Mine) that 
had been been paid to the Company between 1986 
and 1988 to keep miners employed. RTZ have also 
written off a Joan of £7m that was made for a similar 
purpose. (Planning 8/7/94). 

2. As part of the compensation for the loss of 
British Coal support after privatisation of the Coal 
Industry, the three "national" coal mining museums, 
namely Big Pit, Wales; Caphouse, Yorkshire; and the 
Scottish Mining Museum, have been granted 
£100,000 each for each ofthe next three years to 
allow them to buy in specialised mining assistance. 

3. The French Coal Mining tllm "Germinal" is 
now available with English sub-titles. This film is 
based on the Lewarde Mining Museum in northern 
France and it contains some fantastic mining scenes 
The use of flat rope steam powered winding systems 
is of particular note. It is well wotth seeing. 

4. "Deep underground nudear repositories" are 
the subject of guidelines recently published by the 
Government. The guidelines state that developers of 
such excavations are required to produce statements 
not only on how they are to be formed and used but 
also to show how they will be made safe for "perhaps 
tens ofthousands ofyears" . (Planning 2/9/94). 

5. Derbyshire County Council has made a grant 
of £2,000 towards the cost of a search for old iron 
and coal mining sites in the County, paticularly in the 
Codnor and Ripley areas. The aim of the search is to 
identify the most appropriate areas that should be 
protected from opencast coal mining. (Planning 
23/9/94). 

PUBLICATIONS WANTED AND FOR SALE 

l . Member David Pearsons w ould like to 
purchase a copy of the fo llowing PDMHS Bulletins:-
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Volume 1 Nos I to 6 
Volume 2 Nos I to 6 
Volume 3 Nos 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Volume 5 No 4 
Volume 6 No 2 

Anyone who can help should contact David. Tel:
(01246) 451451 (daytime) or (01433) 631225 
(evenings). 

2. Member Dave Warriner is looking for a copy 
ofthe following PDMHS Bulletins:-

Volume 2 No 6 
Volume 3 No 2 

He also has copies ofthe following PDMHS Bulletins 
for sale:-

Volume 6 Nos 3, 4 and 6 

Anyone who can help, or wishes to purchase the 
above, should contact Dave Warriner, 40 Francis St, 
Mansfield, Notts, NGl8 2NW. Tel:- Mansfield 
(01623) 6()\\27. 

"WELSH GOLD" FLOTATION ON THE 
LONDON STOCK MARKET 

The market price of the gold produced from the 
GwynfYnydd Gold Mine, near Dolgellau in 
Snowdon1a, is some three times the London gold 
price. In order to finance further development of the 
mine the company, to be known as Welsh Gold, is to 
be floated on the l .ondon Stock Market. In the 
prospectus for the notation, Welsh Gold gives no 
profit forecast but suggests that the output would 
increase from the current 980 troy ounces per year to 
some 2,450 troy ounces per year. 

The Gwynfynydd Gold Mine is owned by Roland 
Phelps who has turned the complex into a major 
tourist attraction. It is claimed to be the only working 
gold mine in the UK. 
Abstract from Financial Times, 5/2/95. 

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON 
SOUTERRAJNS 

This symposium will be held at Maastrichtt, The 
N etherlands, from 19th to 25th August 1995 . The 
symposium is all about man- made underground 



structures and there will be a separate theme on each 
day. 

There is a lot of limestone, known as Maastrichen, in 
the Maastricht area. This has been used as building 
stone for many centuries. The Dutch-Belgian border 
crosses the area and the history and mining techniques 
in both countries will be discussed at the symposium. 

For further information please contact:- The 
International Symposium on Souterrains, c/o P J 
Orbons, PO Box 1614, NL 6201 BP Maastricht, The 
Netherlands. 

BULLETIN OF SUBTERRANEA BRITANNICA 

The Winter 1994 edition of the Bulletin of 
Subterranea Britannica contains articles on 
Underground Farming, The Paris Sewers, Hazards 
from Abandoned Mine Workings-A European 
Perspective, Carthouse Quarry Godstone, 
Subterranean Prague, A Survey ofthe Iceland 
Souterrains and The Secondary Use of Subterranean 
Limestone Quarries around Maastricht. 

GOING UNDERGROUND! 

Besides being a question of intent, Going 
Underground is the name of a company that can 
supply all ofyour equipment needs for descending 
into the bowels of the earth . 

In addition to selling equipment the company offers a 
repair and maintenance service for Oldham cap lamps. 
It also has a hiring service for helmets, belts, caplamps 
and oversuits. 

For further information and a copy oftheir catalogue 
please contact Going Underground, 33 Glade Way, 
Shawbirch, Telford, Shropshire, TF5 OLD. Tei:
Telford (OJ 952) 240765. 

CORNISH ENGINES 

Final arrangements are being made for the Trevithick 
Trust to take over the management of the East Pool 
Engines on a short term basis. National Trust 
members will continue to have access to these engine 
free of charge. The package also includes Robinson's 
Engine and Trevithick Cottage but it excludes Levant. 

Access to Robinson's Engine is not currently available 
to the public. 

The ongoing work at Taylor's is now almost 
complete. The chimney is being rebuilt, the buildings 
stabilised, rubbish removed and the creation of 
footpaths give access to considerable, and dramatic, 
archaeological remains. Kerrier District Council 
intends to transfer the ownership of Taylor's Shaft to 
the National Trust, management ofthis site will then 
carried out by the Trevithick Trust. 

MAGNESIUM LIMESTONE CAVES 

The Magnesium Limestone lies to the east of the 
Pennines and stretches from Newcastle on Tyne 
southwards to Mansfield . This Limestone overlies 
much of the northern coalfields and caves have been 
recorded throughout the region but these have either 
been lost or are now under threat Place names on 
maps include "Thunder Hole" and "Hills and Holes". 
There are also spring lines and dry valleys which are 
glimmers of hope for the finding of more cave systems 
in this limestone. 

In the past caves have been quarried away, obliterated 
by tipping, converted into restaurants etc. Currently 
features are being lost at a greater rate than new 
discoveries are being made. 

It has been proposed that in order to draw attention to 

this area of limestone country, and to help protect its 
assets, that-

l. A long distance footpath be established along 
the route of the limestone. 

2. The CNCC be approached for support for 
the footpath . 

3. The NCA be approached by DCA and 
CNCC for support at a higher level. 

It is considered that the establishment ofthe long 
distance walk will encourage a larger number of 
people, walkers and local businesses, to take an 
interest in the area and thus reduce the chance of 
further damage. 
DCA 

OLWYNGOCH 

The Grosvenor Caving Club have, at last, concluded 
prolonged negotiations with Welsh Water to gain 
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access to the Olwyn Goch Shaft which lies on the 
Milwr Tunnel. Although the club now has the right of 
access, there is still a considerable amount of safety 
work to be carried out in the shaft before it can be 
used on a regular basis. 

Access into the shaft and the associated mine 
workings will be STRICTLY CONTROLLED by 
the Grosvenor Caving Club. 
GCC Newsletter 

THE MINES OF THE VIA GELLIA, 
CROMFORD 

One Sunday in late January, a party of about 15 
people met to visit a selection of mines in the Via 
Gellia, near Cromford. The visit, on this cold and 
wintry day, was led by Chr-is Heathcote. 
The climb up the hillside to gain entry to Staley Sough 
was slippery and very hard going, but eventually the 
entrance to the mine was reached. The entrance 
cross-cut to this mine contained thigh deep water 
instead ofthe normal few inches of water. After 
about 500 feet the main level is intersected. To the 
right a winze is encountered after about 40 feet and 
the level can be seen to continue beyond. To the left 
a 6 foot high passage runs for about 1 500 feet. This 
passage passes under four raises and at one point 
there is a side passage which leads to a 1 SO foot deep 
shaft. Traces of mineralisation can be seen in the roof 
of the passage. 

After leaving Staley Sough a pleasant glissade took us 
down to the road, but this was followed by another 
hard climb up the side ofthe valley. The usual trouble 
was encountered of having difficulty in finding the 
remains of the coe which marks the entrance to 
Jacob's Dream Mine. This easy walk-in mine is not 
extensive but it does have a side turning which, if one 
was prepared to wade through the water, lead to a 
small grotto with some very pretty formations. A 
short level otfto the left ofthe main level leads to a 
forefield under a blocked raise. The main route 
passes under a raise, with a mound of green clay 
beneath which contains traces of pyrite. Further on 
the vein in the roof contains a number of nodules of 
galena. 

It was but a short downhill walk from Jacob's Dream 
to Hallicar Wood Sough. There was about 2 feet of 
water in the level which goes for about 850 feet . The 
water was replaced by white sticky mud at places 
where there was no water. The water was getting into 

the level from the roof and a hole in one wall. In 
several places drill marks and shotholes were evident. 

The day was remarkable for the amount of water that 
was encountered in the mines. In addition, a young 
girl in the party was celebrating her eleventh birthday 
and she marked the occasion by offering a piece of 
birthday cake to the other members of the party. This 
was an unusual and pleasant end to the day. 

Thanks to Chris for leading a very good and energetic 
trip. 
H J Martin 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr B Atkinson 106 St Augustines Rd, 
Chesterfield, Derbys, S40 2SB 

Dr D Hallett 4 Westbury Terrace, Halifax, 
West Yorkshire, HX1 4HS 

Mr J Illingworth 99 Broomspring Lane, 
Sheffield, S 10 2FB 

Mr & Mrs C J Allport 20 Thorneywood Rd, Long 
Eaton, Derbys, NGlO 2DY 

Mr P F Claughton "Blaenpant Morfil", Rosebush, 
Clynderwen, Dyfed, 
SA66 7RE 

MrS R Hawley 19 Baker Close, Somercotes, 
Derbys, DESS 4LE 

Professor W E Sharp Dept of Geological Services, 
University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, SC29208, USA 

Mr K Bloor & Ms M Durose 
202 High St, Silverdale, 
Newcastle Under Lyme, 
Staffs, STS 6LR 

Mr M C W Neilson 26 High St, Linton, 
Cambridge, CB 1 6HS 

Mr M P Daynes 16 Swinfield Rd, Quorn, 
Loughborough, Leics, LE12 
8RJ 

Professor P A Young "New Cottage", The Square, 
Parwich, Ashbourne, Derbys, 
DE6 IQJ 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Mrs J R Bird 14 Dartford PLace, Alvaston, 
Derby, DE24 ODA 

The Abstracts Editor Historical Metallurgical 
Society Ltd, The British 
Museum Department of 
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Scientific Research, Great 
Russell St, London, WClB 
3DG 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1995 

The 1995 NAMHO Conference will be held from 14th 
- 17th July 1995. It will be hosted by the Shropshire 
Caving and Mining Club and will be based at the 
Lilleshall National Sports Centre, Newport, 
Shropshire where there are excellent facilities for 
accommodation, lectures, sporting and social ctivities. 

The Conference Fee will be£ 15.00 per person but for 
bookings received after 15th June there will be a 
surcharge of £5.00. 

The Conference will incorporate a full and varied 
programme to include a variety of lectures and 
seminars on mining history related subjects, together 
with surface and underground field trips. The 
underground trips will vary from easy to difficult 
grade with the difficult trips using SR T techniques. 
There will be an informal Social Gathering on the 
Saturday evening 

Very good accommodation, (most rooms with 
en-suite facilities, tea making facilities and colour 
TV), is available on site at a rate of £17.50 B & B. 
All other meals are also available on the site but these 
require booking in advance. A camping and caravan 
site will also be available in the grounds of the hall. 
The cost for the camp site is £3 .50 per person per 
night. 

This is a very well organised Conference with a large 
cross section of speakers and activities. Further 
details of the conference and booking forms are 
available from either Adrian Pearce, 72 Hopkins 
Heath, Shawbirch, Telford, Shropshire, TFS OLZ, 
Tel:- (01952) 405369 or Wes Taylor, Newsletter 
Editor. For further details of the underground trips 
please contact Steve Holding, Tel:- (01952) 417483. 

CLWYD METAL MINES SURVEY 

Clwyd-Powis Archaeological Trust (CPAT) have 
recendy completed a Clwyd Metal Mines Survey that 
was carried out to evaluate the archaeological 
potential of mining sites in Clwyd. The survey 
comprised of rapid fieldwo,rk and recording to 
identify the surviving physi¢al remains of the industry. 

Part of the survey included the taking of a complete 
set of aerial photographs over the mining areas which 
show a mass of detail that is not appreciated from 
ground level. 

In addition, the nature and complexity of the industrial 
remains on Halkyn Mountain and Hollywell Common 
are such that the area has been identified as a key 
historical landscape under an initiative being 
developed jointly by the Countryside Council for 
Wales and CADW. It is hoped that such recognition 
will assist the recording ofthe archaeological remains, 
together with the protection of more significant 
features, as an integral part of future proposals for the 
reclamation or development in the area. 
(Chris Ebbs, Grosvenor Caving Club) 

GREAT ORME BRONZE AGE MINE 

The 1993 excavations NW ofVivians Shaft revealed 
seven passage entrances. Work at these sites, 
together with surface trench excavations, uncovered 
over 1900 fragments of bone, including several almost 
complete tools that showed wear marks and 42 stone 
mauls. 

Further work has revealed a further three 
underground entrances, all interconnected, and which 
lead down to two parallel NW /SE passages. 
(G David, Great Orme Mines Ltd - abstracted from 
the Grosvenor CC Newsletter) 

COPY FOR THE JULY EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5th June 1995. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent 
to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- Barton under Needwood (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Qw-ity No 504662 

Registered Office, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilio11, South Parade, 

Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- Matlock(Ol629) 583834. 
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PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

1993 

INCOME 

4,727 
601 
631 
124 

4 
426 
880 

£7,393 

INCOME AND EXPENDITIJRE ACCOUNT 

for tbe year ended 
30th JUNE 1994 

Subscriptions 
Sale of Publications 
Building Society Interest Gross 
Donations and Miscellaneous Income 
Royalties 
Annual Dinner Surplus 
Magpie Cottage Fees & Publications 
Engine House Appeal 

EXPENDITURE 

153 
2,907 

749 
324 
188 
712 

1,768 
100 

2,267 

£ 1,775 

(£ 1,775) 

Audit Fee 
Cost of Bulletins and Publications 
Printing, Stationery and Postage 
Insurances 
Miscellaneous Expenditure 
Magpie Site Expenses 
Contribution to PDMM re Magpie Development 
Library Expenses 
Travel 
Preservation Expenses 
Engine House Appeal Booklets & Leanets 

(Delicil) I Surplus for the year 

1994 

4,765 
917 
461 

129 

365 
8,985 

£ 15,622 

174 
5,429 

937 
518 
140 
667 
480 
40 

219 
100 

72 

£8,776 

£6,846 

1993 

384 

384 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES insTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

BALANCE SHEET 

for the year ended 
30th JUNE 1994 

Magpie Cottage (Net Assets) 
Crich Lead Mining Display (Net Assets) 

CURRENT ASSETS 

2,190 
34,991 
2,258 
5,000 

£44,439 

Stock of Publications 
Building Society 
Cash at Bank 
Loan to PDMM (Temple A/C) 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

910 Sundry Creditors 

£43,913 NEIT ASSETS 
==== 

FINANCED BY :-

1,361 
200 

31 ,481 

Capital Reserve 
Peak Mine A ward 
CAPITAL Temple Mine 

Magpie Cottage 

1,550 
30,733 
1,798 

25,000 

59,081 

2,430 

37,757 

384 Cricb Lead Mining Display 
Engine House Appeal 

292 
7,526 

REVENUE ACCOUNT:-

10,487 

£43,913 

Balance 30.6.93 
Surplus for Year 

Less Engine House Appeal 

10,487 
6,846 

17,333 
7,526 

1994 

292 

292 

56,651 

£ 56,943 

1361 
200 

45,575 

9,807 

£56,943 



1993 

10,57Z 
23 

431 

£ 11,026 

1,844 
54 

603 
153 
177 

4,094 
N 278 I 

243 

£7,668 

£3,358 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

TEMPLE MINE 

INCOME AND EXPENDITuRE ACCOUNT 

Admissions 
Donations 

9 months ended 
31st March 1994 

Sbop Sales - Profit 

Contribution to PDMM 
Construction and Maintenance 
Electricity 
Accountancy 
Advertising and Display 
Wages and NIC 
Winter Expenses to Museum 
Insurances 

SURPLUS ror the YEAR 

NOTES TO m& ACCOUNTS 

2,717 
1,500 

445 
175 
.'iO 

1,094 
500 

1994 

11,434 
so 

578 

£ 12,062 

£6,481 

£5,581 

1. CAPITAL GUARANTEFD Eacb member undertakes Lo contribute to Lht 
AJo<eU or lbt Society in tbt event or lbe same being wound up, 5Ucb SUIW as mar be 
n:qulnd, nol excecdin& £1. 

l. PUK DISTRICT MJNJNG MUSEUM By an Acr-nont elated 14lh, 
February 1978, between the Derbyshin County Council, the Derbysbin Dal"' Distrkt 
Council ond Lhe Peak District Mines Histnrical Society Ltd., eert.ain .... u, held at no 
book value, wblcb art vested in the l'nk District Mines Historical Society Ltd. and 
situated at the Puk Distri<t 1\fini.ng Museum, Matlock Bath, art cbal'&d aaainst 
pcmible defidencies in the operation or Aid Museum. 

Subjoct to the overaU conlrol or the Peak District Mininl Museum Joint 
Manacement Committee, estabfubed by the 18ld ai"ft''lent, the l'nk District Mlaes 
Historical Society Ltd. act as a&enU or lhe said Committee in the eslablisbmeut and 
nnmlDc or the Museum, but !lave no otbtr liability except as abaft lD rapecl Lhereot. 

3. TIMPLE MINE The Society is respOnsible tor the net ....U or Temple 
Mine, wblcb art sbown in detail on l~e .. parate Balance Sbeet. 

1993 

50 
26,044 
5,000 
1,137 

£ 32,231 
750 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

TEMPLE MINE 

BALANCE SHEET 

as at 
31st March 1994 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Stock or Goods 
Debtor PDMHS Ltd. 
Debtor PDMM 
Cash at Bank 

Creditors 

13,175 
25,000 

342 

38,517 
760 

1994 

37,757 

£ 31,481 NET ASSETS £ 37,757 

£ 31,481 

Represented by 

SURPLUS FUNDS:-

Balance 30.6.93 
Surplus for year 
Building Society interest 

31,481 
5,581 

received by PDMHS Ud. 695 

REPORT OF mE DIRECTORS 

to the mtmbtn of· 

PEAK DISTRICT MINFS HlSTORICAL SOCffiTY LTD £37,757 

For the year ending June 30th 1994 t~e company was entitled to exemption under 
subl.ectlon (I) ot section 249A or the Companie! Act 1985 and no notice ha.'! betn 
dtP<>Sittd under subsection (2) ot sec:tion 249B. 

The diredon acknowledge their responsibUitieo Cor:- (0 on.ruriDa lhot lhe 
rompony keep.< proper accounting records wblcb comply with section lll, and (U) 
pnpari.nc .accounLs 1Nbich give • true and fair ¥•ew oC lht state of affairs of I be tomp.an~ 
ILS at the end or the nnancbl ye:tr and or iLs profit and IOS3 for the nnancial year in 
sc:c:ordance with the ~quiremenls of settion 226, and \thich othtrw\se comply with the 
requirements of the Acl relating to act'ounts, so far as ~pplkable 10 the company. 

The c.omp:tny ac:tountanu, h;n·e issued oo Accounl~nts Cen:iric:~te in which they 
s.:~~y, •we have prep.1red, wlthout carryin, out an Audit, the accounts herein (rom the 
acc:ountinc ruords or the Society :.nd from thll:' inrom~:~tion and uplan~lions supplied 
10 us•. 

39 Fri~r LAne 
Ldcestu . 
28th September 1994 

W .H. Hard inc and Co. R. Paulson 
Cer1iricd Ac:countanls. Hon. TreOlsur~rr 


