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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

5th November 
19th November 
2nd December 
3rd December 

22-24 March 1996 
August 1996 

Notice is hereby given that the Twenty First Annual 
General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on 
Saturday 2nd December 1995 at the Peak District 
Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 

By Order · 
J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the followino 
Directors will retire at the Annual GenerafMeeting: 

1. The Hon Secretary 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. One third of the remaining Committee 

members. 

The Committee that was elected at the Twentieth 
Annual General Meeting, which was held on 
Saturday 3rd December 1994, is as follows: 

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Ordinary Members 

Mr A Mutter 
Mrs E Dixon 
Mr J K Gregory* 
MrRPaulson 
Mr R Paulson* 
Dr TD Ford* 
Dr I J Brown 
Mr P Chandler+ 
Mr D Clucas+ 
Mr M Luff 
Mr J Peel+ 
Mr JR Thorpe 

Those whose names are marked(*) are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are 
eligible for re-election. Those whose names are 
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marked. ( +) are retiring and are not eligible for 
re-election. 

Fully paid up members of the Society, who are aged 
18 years and over, are invited to nominate Memoers 
of the Society (who themselves are fully paid up and 
who have consented to the nomination) for the 
vacant positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the position of: 

Hon Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
3 Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter 
for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted 
provided that it is in the format prescribed. All 
nominations must be received by the Hon Secretary 
by 18th November 1995. Proof of posting cannot 
be accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a written 
curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda 
of the Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required 
to elect Directors. 

To save members postage costs, nominations for 
the Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner 
bookings to R Paulson who will pass the 
nomination forms to the Hon Secretary - please do 
NOT send dinner bookings to the Hon Secretary. 

J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THIRTY SIXTH PDMHS ANNUAL DINNER 

The Thirty Sixth Annual Society Dinner will be 
held on Saturday 2nd December 1995 at the 
Jackson Tor House, 76 Jackson Road, 
MATLOCK. Please assemble in the lounge at 
7.00pm for the dinner at 7.30pm. 

The Guest of the Society will be the Director of the 
Lead Development Association and an illustrated 
after dinner talk will be given by John Jones. 



MENU 

Prawn Cocktail or Melon 

Soup of the day 

Roast Leg of Lamb 
served with 

Creamed and Roast Potatoes 
and 

Seasonal Fresh Vegetables 

Choice of Sweet 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Coffee and Mints 

Cost: £15.00 (excluding wine) 

A wine list will be available and individual orders 
will be taken on the night. 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your 
remittance to:- Mr R Paulson, Holt House, Holt 
Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 5GQ. Tel:- Lea 
(01629) 534775 

Tickets for the dinner will be issued and must be 
shown at the door. Please book early and allow 14 
days for the receipt of your tickets (SAE please) . 

Jackson Tor House lies on the eastern edge of 
Matlock beyond the County Offices. A location 
map and a ltst of suitable overnight accommodation 
is available on request. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE 
SOCIETY 

Members annual subscription to the Society for the 
year 1995/96 became due on 1st September 1995. 

The subscription rates are :-

Ordinary Member £ 11 . 00 
Joint Member £ 13. 00 
Family Member £15 .00 
Junior Member£ 5.00 
Institutional Member £ 18. 00 

Please note that:-

a) Junior Members shall be at least 10 but under 18 
years of age on the due date and that parents 
consent is required for minors to join the Society as 
Junior Members. 
b) Family Membership shall be husband and wife 
and any number of named children under 18 years 
of age on 1st September of the current year. 

The membership rates shown apply to UK members 
and overseas members paying in £ sterling. 
Overseas members paymg in 1ocal currency should 
ensure that their payment will yield the appropriate 
membership dues after the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the previous 
Newsletter. If you have mislaid your copy then 
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send your name and appropriate cheque/postal 
order, payable to PDMHS Ltd to Roy Paulson, Holt 
House, Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 
5QG 

Save Postage I! I Send a cheque to cover both the 
annual subscription and the Annual Dinner. 

MONUMENTS PROTECTION 
PROGRAMME 

In the last edition of the Newsletter, the address 
given at which to contact David Cranstone, as 
supplied by our correspondent, was incorrect. 

Will all members please address any correspondence 
to:- David Cranstone, Lancaster University 
Archaeological Unit, Bolbeck Hall, Westgate Rd, 
Newcastle on Tyne, NEl lSE. Tel:- 0191 221 
0772. 

FIRE AT THE PEAK DISTRICT MINING 
MUSEUM 

A fire broke out in the Pump Room of the Peak 
District Mining Museum at about 1.00 am on 
Sunday 20th August 1995. The cause of the fire 
had not been established at the time this Newsletter 
was prepared for printing. 

The automatic fire detection system activated the 
alarm system and the fire brigade were quickly on 
the scene. The ni(1ht club on the floor above the 
museum was in full swing and the several hundred 
persons in the club were all safely evacuated. 

The Museum itself was not affected by the fire but 
there was considerable damage in the Pump Room. 
Whilst the fire itself was contained to a small area, a 
large number of books and some showcases were 
damaged by heat, water and smoke. There was also 
some structural damage to the Pump Room. It is 
expected that the repalfs and redecoration will take 
several months to complete. 

Some ten members spent the Sunday assessing the 
amount of the damage, tidying up the best that they 
could and making the Pump Room secure. Thanks 
are also expressed to the attendant from the night 
club who attempted to douse the fire before the fire 
brigade arrived. 

SOCIETY EVENTS CANCELLED 

Two Society events that were planned to take place 
during the autumn have had to be postponed due to 
the recent fire in the Pump Room at the Peak 
District Mining Museum. They are:-

1. History of Minor Metals and Minerals 
Conference that was to be held on 18 - 19th 
November 1995. 

2. PDMHS Meets Slide Show. This was to have 
been an evening gathering to show slides of caves 
and mines featured in Society meets over the last 
ten years. It had been planned for this event to take 
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place on 4th November 1995. It is hoped that this 
event will now take place in the spring of 1996. 

TITANIUM KA RA BTNERS 

Members are warned that some of the titanium 
climbing and caving products that are becoming 
available from Eastern Europe should be treated 
with great suspicion. 

Most of the equipment is made from commercial 
grade titanium which has no advantage over mild 
steel other than a small reduction in weight and 
superb corrosion resistance. The most important 
pomt to note is that titanium is VERY prone to 
fracturing from scratches and notches. A very small 
surface mark can make commercial titanium act like 
cast iron. There is also a real problem with heat 
dissipation which could, if you were using a 
titarnum rack, cause the rope to melt before your 
very eyes! 
(SCMC) 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1995 

Once more a very successful NAMHO Conference 
has come and gone. The Conference was hosted 
this year by the Shropshire Caving and Mining Club. 
It was based at the L11leshall National Spo11s Centre 
where the delegates had the benefit of the excellent 
facilities that are available at this location. 

There were about 160 registered delegates but it 
was disappointing to note that a very small 
proportion of the members of the major mining 
history society in the UK, the Peak District Mmes 
Historical Society, attended the Conference. I hope 
that our members will give more support to the next 
Conference in 1997 which will be organised by our 
Society. 

There was a full and balanced programme of events 
to keep delegates fully occupied over the weekend. 
A varied programme of lectures, all of which were 
presented in a very professional manner, was well 
attended in the very impressive, and well equipped, 
lecture theatre. In addition, the underground meets, 
which provided interest for the sporty types as well 
as less arduous trips for the faint hearted, and the 
surface walks were also well supported. It was 
unfortunate that the majority of the sites available 
for these activities were located some 35 miles from 
Lilleshall. 

It had been planned that the Saturday evening 
Social Gatherino would not have any formal 
entertainment. lhe plan was changed at the last 
minute, which was a pity!! I 

An excellent Conference once more. It was well 
supported and the losers where the people who 
stayed away. The SCMC had put a tremendous 
amount of effort into the plannmg and organisation 
of the Conference and deserve the praise and 
rewards for organising such a grand weekend. 

The next NAMHO Conference will be hosted by 
our Society in the summer of 1997. A start has 
already been made on the planning for this 
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Conference. There will be a call to members to help 
to run the Conference in 1997. In the meantime, if 
anyone has any ideas as to what should be included 
in the programme, or wishes to volunteer to help in 
the orgarnsation, would they please contact our 
Chairman, Alan Mutter. Further details will be 
published as they become available. 
Wes Taylor 

SOCl ETY MEETS 

1. MIDDLETON DALE AND STONY 
MIDDLETON MINE LEVELS 

Sunday 5th November 1995 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This is an easy/moderate grade trip with an optional 
short ladder pitch into one of the level.s. Bring your 
knee pads. 

Meet 1 O.OOam in the lay-by just past the "Lovers 
Leap" cafe in Stoney Middleton. (On left hand side 
going toward Eyam). 

2. DALE LEAD MTNE AND HOLLYBANK 
LEVEL, ECTON 

Sunday 19th November 1995 

Leader:- Len Kirkham 

Both of these mines are of easyfurade and are ideal 
for less experienced members. he first 50 yards of 
Dale Mine has about 15 inches of water before 
becoming dry. Access to the Dale Climbing Shaft 
winze will NOT be permitted during the meet due 
to the hazardous conditions. 

Meet on the roadside below Ecton Mines, Manifold 
Valley, Grid Ref SK097583, at 10.00am, 

3. SALTSLEVEL/DEEPECTON,ECTON 
COPPERMINES 

Sunday 3rd December 1995 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

This is an easy/moderate grade trip with fixed 
ladders to be climbed. NOT suitable for children 
under 13 years of age. 

The party is limited to a maximum of 14 persons. 
All participants MUST be PDMHS members - No 
guests. 

To book a place and for further details please 
contact Paul Chandler, tel: (01246) 220773 
(evenings only). 

ACCESS INFORMATION 

1. Masson Quarry, Matlock 

A serious accident recently occurred in Masson 
Quarry, Matlock, to an experienced local mine 
explorer . 



He was scrambling up a rock face and was reaching 
for his next hand fiold on a large boulder. As he 
grasped the boulder, it detached itself from the face 
and fell across the man's legs. Both legs were 
broken. 

As a result of this accident, would-be visitors to this 
quarry are well advised to "Keep Out"! 

BILL SARJEANT 

Our Society's Founder Member and First President, 
Professor William A S Sarjeant has recently been 
honoured by being elected a Fell ow of the Royal 
Society of Canada. We offer him our 
congratulations. 

Apart from a distinguished professional career as a 
m1cro-palaeontolog1st and historian of geology, Bill 
is an expert on fossil reptile footprints and tracks. 
In addition, under the pen-name of Antony Swithin 
(his two middle names), he is a novellist and has had 
four science-fantasy books published in a series 
called "The Perilous Quest for Lyonesse" *. Bill is 
also something of an authority on the works of 
Arthur Conan Doyle and has recently co-authored 
(with Dana Batory) an article in the Journal of the 
Arthur Conan Doyle Society (Vol 5, pp 108-125, 
1994) "The Terror of Blue John Gap - a Geological 
and Literary Study". 

* A set of paperbacks is obtainable from the 
Author, c/o Dept of Geological Sciences, University 
of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sask~7N 5E2, 
Canada. Price is Canadian $30 (or the sterling 
equivalent can be paid to an English bank - details 
from Bill Sarjeant). 
Dr T DFord 

CONSERVATION HERITAGE WALK -
CASTLETON AREA 

The second of the conservation walks lead by 
Dr. Jim Rieuwerts's was held on 10th June 1995. 
It covered an area to the east of his first walk that 
had been held last April. Fourteen people, and two 
dogs, joined the leader in Castleton Square on a 
typical June day - cool, overcast and with 
occasional light rain - for what was to be an 
excellent and instructive day. 

Our first visit was to the tail of Odin Sough, seen to 
be a small, slabbed bolt discharging into a roadside 
stream. The sough was begun m 1816 and took 
five years to construct. Nearby was the former 
candle factory, now renovated as a dwellin~. 
After retracing our steps to the Square in Castleton, 
some members rode, and others walked, up the 
Siggate to its junction with the Pindale road. We 
then walked towards Pindale and saw on the left, 
and parallel with the road, the remains of Calumy 
Mine on the Red Seats Vein . These remains only 
consisted of some hillocks and a storage pond. The 
name is a corruption of calamine (zinc carbonate) 
which was to become more important than the 
galena originally extracted. The zinc ore was 
calcined and used in the brass industries of other 
counties. 
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The point where the hillside meets the relatively 
level area of the valley marks the disappearance of 
the limestone beneath the shale cover. Further 
along the road a prominent shaft on Pindale Sough 
was pointed out. Two other shafts in the verges 
were spotted by members and investigated. Ashton's 
Mine ouildings, which had been saved from ruin 
many years ago largely through the intervention of 
Dr. R1euwerts, consist of a powder house and an 
engine house with chimney. The engine had been a 
combined pumping and haulage engme installed in 
the late 19th century. When tne mme was 
abandoned the shaft had been filled to the top with 
household rubbish and consequently it has proved 
impossible to confirm the local story that tfie cage is 
still stuck in the shaft. As we retraced our way up 
the dale, the owner of the outdoor centre kindly 
opened one of the shafts we had earlier seen and 
showed it to be a beautifully ginged climbing shaft 
with limestone footholds on opposite sides, which 
he had tested. 

At the place where the Si 0 gate formerly ran, before 
the quarrying necessitated' the first diversion of the 
road, we ate our "snap". Afterwards, we scrambled 
down into Pindale to see the Pindale Scrins which 
must have outcropped at this point, leading to their 
working by hand picking, the marks of which can 
still be discerned after several hundred years. 

Back at road level, Siggate Head Mine marks the 
end of Dirt low Rake and the start of Kytle End 
Vein and the Pindale Scrins. The mine has two 
deep shafts which may, or may not, be covered by 
concrete sleepers, two limestone boulders and a 
concrete cap. A water storage pond can be seen 
and there was also a crushing clfcle but little is 
visible. 

A little higher up the road li es the main part of 
Dirtlow Rake. Until about 1989 the Rake was used 
as a rubbish dump. At that time Derbyshire County 
Council, advised by Dr. Rieuwerts amon_sst others, 
cleared away the rubbish, grilled the shans and 
landscaped the ground in a sympathetic way. A 
crushins wheel and track was reinstated and an 
incomplete gin circle mound reconstructed. 

By 1650, the large opencuts were being worked for 
the large ore which could be smelted in boles. A 
hundred years later these opencuts had been 
widened and shafts gave access to the smaller ore 
which was by then useable in the new hearth 
furnaces. By about 1 725 the workings extended 
down 40 fathoms (240 feet), the depth of the lava 
or "cat dirt". Nether Dirtlow Engine Shaft, at 360 
feet was sunk in 1810, whilst the deepest shaft 
sunk, at nearly 700 feet deep, was Hazard Mine. 
Mining at Dirtlow finished in 1890. Still visible in 
the opencuts are the pick marks and the sockets 
formed to hold stemples used as working platforms. 
Also pointed out were several large diameter shot 
holes which are anomalous in the context of the 
hand-picked method of working of the time. 

The official guided tour finished at this point but 
several of the members travelled the short distance 
to New Venture Mine which is leased by the 
Society. This mine is to be the subject of 
conservation and the way in whicli it should be 
carried out was discussed. It is hoped that the 



conservation plans can be implimented before the 
autumn. 

Our thanks to Dr. Rieuwerts for one more of his 
excellent walks and for his work over many years to 
further the cause of conservation of our mmmg 
history. 
Keith Gregory 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr G W Batey 5 Railway Drive, Bircotes, 
Doncaster, DN 11 8BN 

Mr H W Wooley "River Cottage", Oaker, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2JP 

Mr & Mrs D A Galashan 
51 The Avenue, London, 
NW4 7NR 

CHANGE OF A DD RESS 

Mr SC Holt 

MrRRMurphy 

26 Mumby Close, Newark, 
Notts, NG24 lJE 
29 Paget Rd, Lubenham, 
Market Harborough, Leics, 
LE16 9TL 

Dr JD Cotter-Howells 

Mr JC Wright 

Mrs J A Mitchell 

Dept of Plant & Soil Sci enc, 
Cruickshank Building, 
Aberdeen University, 
Aberdeen, AB9 2UD 
"Tower Cottage", High St, 
Newnham, Gloucestershire, 
GL14 lBU 
65 Westleigh Rd, Strelley, 
Nottingham, NG8 6JX 

AJA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES WEEKEND 
1996 

The Association for Industrial Archaeology will 
hold next years Affiliated Societies Weekend at 
Ironbrid~e from 22-24 March 1996. The theme for 
this weeKend conference will be "20th Century 
Industry, Obsolescence and Change". 

PDMHS is an Affiliated Society of the AIA and so 
our members are eligible to attend this event. 

For further information, please contact Mr G 
Knowles, 7 Squirrels Green, Great Bookham, 
Leatherhead, Surrey, KT23 3LE 

GEOLOGICAL TOURS TO THE LAND OF 
YOUR DREAMS 

The Geologists' Association is running the following 
tours in the next two years. They are:- · 

1996 

1997 
1997 

18 Au~ust-8 September. Alaska and 
the YuKon. 
6-17 April. Jordan and Syria. 
August. Western USA 

The tours are planned to the theme of "Geology is 
Fun ... Not too heavy, plenty of the spectacular, and 
wildlife or history included. Non-members of the 
Association are welcome. 

For further details, please contact Dr Tony 
Waltham, Civil Eng Dept, Trent University, 
Nottingham, NGl 4BU. Tel:- 0115 942 8418 ext 
2133. 

THRELKELD QUARRY & MINING 
BRONZE AGE LEAD NECKLACE FOUND JN MUSEUM 
SCOTLAND 

Recent work by the National Museums of Scotland 
has resulted in the discovery of the earliest lead 
objects ever to be found in Great Britain 
Archaeological excavation of an Early Bronze Age 
cemetery at West Water Reservoir, near West 
Linton, Peebleshire, revealed a number of burials 
including the grave of a six year old child who had 
been buned with a two-string necklace. 

The outer string was made from cannel coal beads. 
The inner ring was made of smelted lead beads and 
these beads appear to have been formed by 
hammering and piercing individual globules oflead. 
Lead isotope analysis has so far failed to link the 
beads with a particular ore source but the silver-lead 
mining complex at Siller Holes on Lead Law is only 
3 km from the cemetery site. There are still no 
precise dates for the burial but it is thought to 
belong within the period 2100 - 1600 BC. 

The objects are currently on display in the Museum 
of Antiquities in Edinburgh. 
John Pickin 
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The Threlkeld Quarry & Mining Museum in the 
Lake District is now open to the public. The 
museum is open six days a week (closed Thursday) 
from 11.00am until 4.45pm. At weekends the 
Quarry En~ine House, complete with narrow gauge 
railway, w!ll also be open to the public 

The quarry is located off the A66 at Threlkeld, east 
of Keswick and was originally opened in 1870 to 
supply railway ballast, granite setts, building facing 
stone and granite slabs. It was closed in 1982. Tiie 
artifacts on site include many large machines that 
were used in the quarrying industry. The site is 
unique in that many of the original buildings still 
exist, eg powder house, engine house, weighbridge 
etc. The quarrymen's canteen now houses the 
Museum and Shop. 

The Museum contains the collection from the 
recently closed Caldbeck Mining Museum. This 
collection contains artifacts relating to the coal 
mining, ironstone mining, slate quarrying and 
mineral mining in Cumbria. 

The site has ample free parking space, together 
with a picnic area. 



MAGPIE ENGINE HOUSE RESTORATION 

The scaffolding goes up as a start is made on the restoration of 
the Magpie Mine Engine House. It is expected that the work 

GEEVOR MINE, PENDEEN, WEST 
CORNWALL 

The Cornwall Archaeological Unit has been 
involved in a County Council led project to rescue 
the Geevor Mine site from demolition and to 
develop it as a museum of mining history. 

Geevor Mine site has been used for metal mining 
for some 500 years. The site contains a full range 
of mining site buildings, complete with all the 
associated machinery, instead of the romantic ruins 
that are found elsewhere in Cornwall. 

A visitor centre was opened in 1993. Work on the 
surface has involved capping shafts and making 
areas of shallow workings safe. In addition, the 
surface water drainage system has been repaired to 
reduce erosion of archaeological features. Repairs 
have also been carried out on two chimneys, a 
water powered tin stamps building that is perched 
on the cliff edge and the Levant Arsenic calciners. 

The value of having an Archaeological Watching 
Brief on such a project has enabled features to be 
examined as they have been exposed during the site 
work. A classic example was the " interesting 
stone'1 found by a contractor who gave it to the site 
archaeologist. This stone had clearly once been 
hafted as a hammerstone. Perhaps, given the 
association of these distinctive artifacts with 
prehistoric mining elsewhere in Britain, the concept 
of ancient mining on the site should be reviewed. 
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This is an abstract from "Rescue News" No 65 
(1995) 
Paul Sowan 

NEW DIMENSIONS AND NEW 
UNDERSTANOJNGS OF GROUND 
SUBSIDENCE 

This is the title of an article by Dr Tony Waltham of 
the Civil Engineering Department of Nottingham 
Trent University, that was published in Geoscientist, 
Vol 5 No 4. 

This is a short, but very interesting, article which 
very briefly discusses the basic problems with 
ground subsidence both in the UK and in other parts 
of the world. The article vividly illustrates that 
minin~ is not the only cause of ground subsidence. 
Paul 0owan 

AMERICAN A WARD FOR DR TREVOR 
FORD 

Dr Trevor Ford, the Editor of the Peak District 
Mines Historical Society Bulletin, has recently been 
r.resented with an international award for his 
'outstanding services as editor of the journal of the 
British Cave Research Association, Cave Science." 
He received the Award of Merit from The National 
Speleological Society for his services as honorary 
editor of Cave Science for 30 years. He retired 
from the post in December 1994. 
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Dr Ford is also editor and part author of a series of 
books on the scientific study of caves covering the 
various regions of the UK and of the only 
comprehensive text-book on the Science of 
~peleology. He lectured at the Department of 
Geology at Leicester University for some 38 years 
and he says that his interest in geology grew from 
exploring caves as a teenager. He started caving in 
1942 and has explored caves in the UK, France, 
Spain, China, Australia, New Zealand and the USA 

"I got to know the people who own Speedwell 
Cavern in Castleton, Derbyshire, and, to this day, 
this is my favourite cave, not only from nostalgia 
but because new sections are still being discovered . 

"There are 30,000 active cavers in Britain alone and 
one or two new caves are being discovered in the 
UK every year. The techniques for caving have 
changed a great deal over the years - the 
introduction of the single rope technique and the 
use of wet suits or thermals to replace woollies and 
overalis are examples." 

Dr Ford was recently presented with a large framed 
photograph of Speedwell Cavern by the British 
Cave Research Association and the Certificate of 
Merit from the USA will add to the accolades that 
he has received. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Please note that all books that are reviewed or 
advertised in the Newsletter are available from the 
Peak District Mining Museum at Matlock Bath. 
Any titles that are not in stock can be obtained at 
short notice. 

1. "Seathwaite Wad and the Mines of the 
Borrowdale Valley" by Ian Tyler. Published by 
Blue Rock Publications, Carlisle, 1995. Soft 
covers, 220 pages and over 120 photos, diagrams 
and illustrations. Cost £13 .99. 

Despite the title, the first 60 pages deal with copper, 
lead and silver production with graphite working 
making up the rest, almost as a separate book. The 
whole is full of historical detail but however much 
he is tempted there are few clues to enable the 
reader to find out more. This being said, it is a very 
readable book in good chronological order that 
documents nearly 400 years of production. It even 
includes some lighter descriptions of recent visits by 
the author and colleagues to the early working 
areas. The diagrams and other illustrations are 
clear, well chosen and an added bonus. 

This is the fourth book by the Author in a series on 
the mines of the Lake District. It is valuable to 
anyone interested in these mines an.d an essential 
tool for the full understanding of the sites. 
Dr I J Brown 

2. "EarlkMetal MinintJand Production" by Paul T 
Craddoc . Edinburgh niversity Press 1995, 363 
+xix pp. £45.00 

In the last 15 years a very substantial amount of 
information has been painstakingly gathered on the 
archaeology of early mining ancf metallurgy, often 
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by relatively small oroups of German, French and 
British workers. !Juch is still only available, almost 
hidden, within a wide variety of serial publications, 
or still in the production queue. The virtual sum of 
knowledge about mining at the be$_inn~n_g of this 
time was listed by Healy in his (1918) Mming and 
Metallurgy in the Greek and Roman World, and the 
only substantial general account since then has been 
the disappointing work by Shepherd (1993), 
Ancient Mining, which included only a very tiny 
fraction of recent work, and manifestly was not by 
someone who had actually experienced a wide 
range of early sites. An up-to-date general book 
including early mining is thus especially: welcome. 
Metallurgy, thanks largely to the late Professor 
Tylecote, has had better general treatment, but the 
present work marks a number of considerable 
advances in this area. 

Craddock, as a senior research metallurgist at the 
British Museum, has travelled widely looking at 
early mines, sometimes accompanied by the present 
writer, and has examined an even oreater variety of 
early metallurgical sites. He has afso facilitated the 
work of others by providing advice and laboratory 
back-up, probably no one is better placed to 
produce a book on this topic. It is firmly based on 
his own examination of sites, and indeed one 
criticism, minor within such a wealth of material, 
would be that significant sites he has not directly 
seen, but which are published, are underplayed -
one would include the Roman gold mines of north 
west Spain (well described by Domergue). and 
those in Israel, though both receive a mention. 

It is a considerable piece of work, wide ranging 
both in the variety of metals (including zinc, 
mercury and silver) and in time - rangmg from Early 
Bronze Age tin and copper production to discussion 
of Champion's brass process used at Bristol in the 
eighteenth century, though to be fair such late items 
are usually used for comparative purposes, or 
indeed reflect the late introduction of a metal such 
as metallic zinc. It is better for metallur~y than for 
minin~, but though this partially reflects his own 
specialism, it also indicates the comparative 
amounts of research being carried out. 

It is a well produced book with copious illustrations 
and a wide bibliography, but it is undeniably 
expensive, at a pnce level above what I have 
rejected for several other very desirable works of 
similar size. For general readers of mining and 
metallurgical history and archaeology, in terms of, 
say, three years subscription to your favourite 
society, it certainly does offer reasonable value, and 
for those with a direct interest in early mining, 
metallurgy and metal working it is indispensable. 
At least order it from your library, and hope for a 
"paperback" edition before too long. 
Lynn Wil/;es 

3. "Thomas Sopwith, Surve§or" by Ropert 
Sopwith. Pentland Press 19 4. Hardback, 270pp, 
27 illustrations mainly illustratin~ town /features that 
Sopwith knew well. Cost £15.5u. 

Thomas Sopwith (1803 - 1879) initially trained as a 
cabinet maker but went on to become an eminent 
mining surveyor, engineer and innovator. His 
creation of a levelling staff for use in surveying, his 
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work on geological model making and the advocacy FOR SALE 
of the preservation of mine plans and education are 
all of significance, even today. 

The book, written by Thomas's great-great 
grandson, is surprisingly detailed for a life that was 
rived over 100 years ago. People, places and 
feelings are all recorded here. The list of Thomas's 
mining interests are enough to make any mining 
histonan sit up. He was a mine surveyor in 
Cumbria, the official mine surveyor in the Forest of 
Dean (which concentrated his interest in geology 
and models) and in 1845 he got the plum-job of 
Agent of the then WB Lead Mines in 
Northumberland. The latter appointment resulted in 
the publication of his famous work on that mining 
area. This was not the end, however, for he 
continued his interest in mining and in writin,.g his 
mining diaries for over 30 more years. He also had 
a keen interest in the work of his mining engineer 
sons, in lead mining in Spain and coal mining on 
Cannock Chase, Staffordshire. 

This is a fascinating story of a great surveyor but 
the book is one for dippm,.g into now and again 
rather than a bedtime reaa. 
I J Brown 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

1. "Shropshire Geolog~ - Where to go, What to see 
- A Visitors Guide" by F Phillips and J R 
Stratford. 72 pages, many illustrations with some in 
colour. Published by Phillips Tutorials, Frogs 
Gutte~ Minsterley, Salop. Cost £3. 95 
(SCML') 

2. "Review of the Geolo~ical and Mineral Planning 
Research Programme 19 3-4" Department of the 
Environment. Cost £ 19.00. 

Each year the D of E spends about £2.9m on the 
use of consultants to study problems relating to 
mineral working and geology in order to monitor 
and guide policy in respect of mineral plannin~. 
The projects come under five headinos, namely 
mineral resources, restoration and aftercare, 
environmental effects of mineral working, applied 
earth science information and land instaoility and 
safety. The latter area which deals with mine 
entrances, subsidence, earth movements, tips, gases 
and water pollution is of most interest to members 
of NAMHO. Projects completed, or nearly 
completed, of interest to members include treatment 
of mme entrances, areas liable to subsidence, the 
Black Country Limestone Mines, gases from old 
mines and stability of tailings dams. Results are 
published as they become available. 

The review considers that the following might be 
included in the next few years; gypsum dissolution, 
radon emissions, inland landslipping, effects of 
changing water levels on mine pillars, water quality, 
geochemical effects of mine spoil, seismic 
monitoring and gas emissions from old workings. 

As in the past, representatives ofNAMHO may be 
invited to take part on some Steering Committees 
associated with the individual projects. 
I J Brown 
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1. "Lead and Lead Mining in Derbyshire" by A 
Stokes. This is the PDMHS Special Publication No 
2ofl973 . Price£15.00. 

2. "C" Link ladder spreader. £4.00 

Available from Rick Westwood, tel:- Cliesterfield 
(01246) 200532. 

SOUTH CROFTY SECURES MORE 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

The future of South Crofty, the only surviving 
Cornish tin mine, appeared to be secure with the 
completion of a £4 million financing package that 
was recently completed. This is in addition the 
share sale of August 1994. 

The financial stability of the mine was not secure 
after the share issue but the additional finance 
(£ 1.12 million), provided at that time by two 
Vancouver based Britons, Paul Darch and Gerald 
Wright, enabled the mine to continue to operate. 

These two supporters of the enterprise were also 
involved in a recent deal which saw South Crofty 
Holdings, the mine's parent company, place some 
£4.1 million of new shares on the Vancouver Stock 
Exchange. It was stated that the additional finance 
would enable the development of the mine, 
especially a scheme to deepen the workings, to be 
speeded up. 
(Paul Sowan) 

GOLD IN THE UK 

The British Geological Survey has spent the last 3.5 
xears on the very technical presentation of the 
'Multidataset Analysis for the Development of 
Metallogenic!Economic Models and Exploration 
Criteria for Gold Deposits in Western Europe", 
commonly known as "The Midas Project" . 

This project has proven that gold exists in the UK in 
su.f11cient quantities to justify development by 
mmmg companies. 

The report is currently only available to mining 
companies at a cost of£ 1,500. It is expected to be 
made available to the public in about 2 years time. 
(Daily Mail) 

COAL MINES SUBSIDENCE 

A new quango, the Coal Authority, has been set up 
to spend £50 million on subsidence claims. The 
Chatrman, Sir David White, has no experience of 
mining but will get £ 18,000 per year for one day's 
work per week. Not a bad ltttle earner! 
(WMS) 

ASHNOTT MINE, LANCASHIRE 

It was a lovely sunny day on 4th June 1995 when 11 
intrepid explorers set of up the hillside and after a 
short walk came to a genuine walk-in mine. That is 



"' 

..,, 

~-

... 

..... 

if you don't count climbing over the corrugated iron 
put at the entrance to stop the sheep getting in. It's 
a shame that this barrier did not stop the locals 
getting in and dumping their rubbish down the shaft. 
Anyway, just as I was thinking we had got away 
with it, there was this ladder to negotiate. The six 
steps down weren't too difficult until we had to side 
step to the left. Well, I'm afraid to say, I had to be 
dragged to terra firma. Thanks lads. 

Progression through the 3 level mine was via 
inclines, crawls and spacious chambers . As we 
continued, a rumour went around about a mouse 
hole which was the only way in and out of one spur 
of the mine but, as we were all in tip top condition, 
this proved not to be a problem to anyone, even for 
John. Unfortunately, he was the last to get to the 
end of this particular bit and when he turned round 
everyone efse had gone. What did he do? PANIC! 
It wasn't long, though, before some kind folk came 
to find him. 

The ore had been passed down the shafts from the 
upper levels to the lower levels where there was a 
tramway. Some of the track was still intact. 
Unfortunately, the exit from this level was blocked. 
Some of the more athletic of the group were able to 
get to the more inaccessible parts of the mine. 
Mostly they led to block ends. Eventually we ended 
up back at the ladder but this time when we stepped 
back over we went down about 20 feet . This led us 
to the intermediate level and also gave me some 
well needed practice on the ladder. 

After exitina the mine, a few of the group went 
down the hfi'lside through the trees to the river. We 
followed the river for a few yards and came to the 
entrance to a very straight and deep adit. On entry 
we were immediately in boot deep sluck:x mud and 
water. SLUCKY - a new word derived from the 
sound boots make in mud. Part way in, the 
formation on the walls and roof needed to be seen. 
John thought they looked like saw teeth but me, 
beins more romantic, said they were like a string of 
pearls. After about 60 yards the adit got lower, 
turned sliohtly and split into two. The left was a 
block en! and the ri~ht went on a little further . This 
was a very good ena to a very enjoyable day . 

Our thanks to Richard and Paul for leading us and 
to Paul Chandler for arranging the meet. 
Teresa Oakley and John Skipper. 

TUNNELLING WORK PASSES CHECKS 

The Health and Safety Executive has given 
permission for London Underground to resume 
construction work using sprayed concrete linings -
sometimes called the New Austrian Tunnelling 
Method - on part of the £ 1. 9bn Jubilee Line 
extension. London Underground voluntarily 
suspended all work using sprayed linings last 
October following the collapse of a section of the 
Heathrow Express Rail Link, where contractors 
were also usina the New Austrian Tunnelling 
Method. The l=I & S Executive have said that work 
can resume on large 8. 7m diameter platform tunnels 
at London Bridge Station. 
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However, permission is still awaited to resume 
work on the new station concourse at London 
Bridge and a separate interchange planned for 
Waterloo Station. 
(Financial Times) 

HOPEWELL COLLIERY, FOREST OF DEAN 

This site (S0602114) was one of two pits that were 
worked by 4 Free Mmers which had to close as they 
cannot now compete with cheap imported coal. It 
is hoped to establish a mining museum in redundant 
surface buildings and to open parts of the workings 
for visitors to see the traditional working methods. 
(SCMC) 

CORNISH MINES 

Work at Taylor's Shaft and Engine House is almost 
complete. The chimney has been rebuilt, the 
buildings stabilised, and the area ~enerally cleaned 
up. The present owners, Kerrier uistrict Council, 
plan to transfer ownership of the site to The 
National Trust. 

In a separate arrangement, The National Trust has 
made a short term management agreement with the 
Trevithick Trust to mana~e Robinson's Engine and 
Engine House, Trevithick s Cottage, East Pool 
Engine and Engine House and now Taylor's Shaft. 

THREAT TO THAMES TUNNEL 

The Thames Tunnel that links Wapping with 
Rotherhithe was threatened in March 1995 when 
London Underground announced plans to line the 
ageing brickwork with concrete as a "major flood 
mitigation" measure . 

Construction of the tunnel, known as "the Great 
Bore" was sta11ed in 1825 and it was opened to the 
public in 1843. It was engineered by Marc 
Isambard Brunel, assisted by his son, Isambard 
Kingdom, and is the first tunnel ever built beneath 
the soft bed of a river. 

When first opened the tunnel was a passage for foot 
and horse traffic. It was converted to a railway 
tunnel in 1865-9. 

The tunnel was listed as a Grade II structure some 
24 hours before the concretin_g work was due to 
start. Listing has not ended tne threat to the 
tunnel's fabnc and discussions on it's future are still 
taking place between London Underground and 
conservationists. 
RCHME Newsletter No 16 

TANKERVILLE ENGINE HOUSE, 
SHROPSHIRE. 

The Shropshire Caving and Mining Club have asked 
for support from all mming history organisations in 
the UK to support them in their campaion to 
preserve the Engine House at TankerviT!e Mine in 
S W Shropshire. 



Watson's Shaft at Tankerville Mine is becoming 
very unstable and there is a danger that the engme 
house will fall into the shaft. Officers of South 
Shropshire District Council and English Heritage 
had planned to carry out emergency repairs but the 
elected councillors have refused to consider doing 
any remedial work on the shaft or engine house. 

Support is requested from as many persons as 
possible to write to South Shropshire District 
Council to object to their decision not to save the 
Tankerville Engine House. Anyone writing to the 
council is requested to make the following points:-

a) Even if there are no funds available to take 
permanent steps to preserve the building, remedial 
work should be done on the shaft to prevent the 
building being undermined and falling into the shaft. 

b) Less complete mining remains in other parts of 
the UK have been preserved by local authorities. 

c) South Shropshire wi ll not look oood if it 
deliberately lets this engine house fall down. 

d) How do we explain that in Shropshire we let 
historical structures fall down, or that we even pull 
them down. 

Letters should be addressed to:- Mr Graham Biggs, 
Chief Executive, South Shropshire District Council, 
Stone House, Corve St, Ludlow, Shropshire, SYS 
lDG 

SOClETY VISIT TO ELESCAR, BARNSLEY, 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE 

On the morning of 12th August 1995 no less than 
41 members jomed together in a visit to the living 
museum of "Elescar at Barnsley" that had been 
arranged by Alan Mutter. The last PDMHS trip to 
Elsecar had been on 10th June 1967, followed by a 
visit to the Michelbring Raddles Mines. Ivor Brown 
was the only member of the original party who 
attended this meet. 

Due to the large turnout the party had to be split 
into two groups to be guided round the complex. 
The first stop m the tour was the Power House. 
This was bmlt in 1850 when the site became Earl 
Fitzwilliam's central workshops. This building 
carries the intriguing mottoes "A place for 
everything and everything in its place" and "A stitch 
in time saves nine" on the opposite gable wall s. 
Inside, the Power House has been designed around 
a modern principle of interactive learning, which 
means that it is full of big toys which demonstrate 
the laws of physics and liow machines work. It is a 
good excuse for everyone to have a oood play. My 
favourites were the demonstration of steam engine 
valve gear and the hydraulic digger which shovelled 
up plastic balls. Fortunately for those less energetic 
members, the children in the ~roup were only too 
willing to power the tread mill and line shaft 
demonstration. 

After about 90 minutes we emerged from the Power 
House into glorious sunshine complete, in my case, 
with pen and note pad, to help wnte this report, and 
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the gyroscope that I had wanted since being a boy 
(but for me that was only about 15 years ago). 

After a quick lunch the next stop was a real treat. It 
was a walk over to, and look inside, the Newcomen 
Pumping Engine. This fine engine was built around 
1795 and worked until about 1923. It is the last 
atmospheric that is known to still be in its ori~inal 
building, despite Henry Ford's bid of £500,00u to 
ship it to America. 

Unfortunately the plans to restore the engine to 
running order for its 200th birthday have been 
dashed by English Heritage. They are worried that 
if the the engine runs it will wear out and then have 
to be repaired and so it will no longer be the 
original. It must have been an outstanding machine 
not to have had any parts replaced in a working life 
of some 128 years. I wonder also, does the NCB 
paint and those brass bearings really date back to 
1795? 

Next it was the Elsecar People Exhibition. Elsecar 
People ~ives an insight into the life styles of both 
the Eans and the workino people of the area with 
old photo,sraphs and coaf mining relics set out in the 
former railway station. You may have heard the 
song "The railroad runs through the middle of the 
house" , well, here the railway runs through the 
middle of the Company Offices. Apparently Earl 
Fitzwilliam would travel to Elsecar from Wentworth 
House and then wait in the Board Room until his 
railway carriage was positioned at the platform 
before walking down the stairs and straight into his 
compartment. When Earl Fitzwilliam was not 
travelling, the same railway line allowed trains to 
travel in and out of the Workshop. 

The final activity was the Heritage Walk where our 
~uide pointed out the iron works that started the 
t:lsecar Workshop Site in 1795, Lowood Colliery 
that the Earl kept open to show visitors 
underground, the Canal basin, the picturesque corn 
mill and the rows of stone terraced houses that had 
been designed by the top architects who worked for 
the Wentworth Estate. Being a local lad I could 
easily understand our guide's Barnsley accent but I 
cannot help feeling that some of the Derbyshire 
members of the group had a little difficulty. 

Unfortunately, the steam train ride had to be 
cancelled as the "Man from the Ministry" has still 
not given permission for the railway to operate. 
Red tape strikes again! I, however, took the 
opportunity to photograph the one typical colliery 
and one extremely rare diesel locomotive that were 
parked outside the shed. 

A good day was had by all who attended and our 
thanks must oo to Alan Mutter for organising the 
trip, and to t~ose at Elsecar for making us alf feel so 
welcome. We all hope that the Elsecar Staff and 
members will enjoy their reciprocal visit to the 
PDMHS facil ities m Derbyshire in the near future as 
much as we enjoined ourselves at Elsecar. 
Andre111 Hurrell 
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THE COPPER MINES OF THE 
STAFFORDSHIRE HIGH MOORLANDS 

Our small group is currently involved in the 
excavation, de-waterin~ and gaining entry into the 
above mines. This is a Ion~ term project that covers 
the Mixon Morridge Anticline area as shown on the 
Geological Survey Sheet 111 - Buxton. There are 
about six mines in the area and most of these have 
been discussed by Robey and Porter in PDMHS 
Bulletins between 1965 and 1975. 

To date we have gained entry to, photographed and 
surveyed the following workings:-

1. New Mixon, a l 75yd trial for lead of 1828 
that was driven through a slickensided fault of black 
limestone with calcite but with no sign oflead. 

2. Extensive workinas at Fleet Green. Entry 
to trial levels and the Main \Yater Level. This part 
of the project is temporarily suspended due to lack 
of pumping equipment. It would be most helpful if 
anyone can supp1y us with any information on this 
working for copper. 

3. Royledge-New York Copper Mine which 
was abandoned circa 1858. Thanl<s to the sterling 
work by Robey & Porter we have a plan of the 
mine, PDMHS Bulletin Vol 5, paaes 1-9. Although 
there are two separate mines, the Royledge Water 
Level is shown to serve both mines via a cross cut. 

Permission, with "conditions", to explore the mines 
has been granted by the landowner who, 
surprising1y, still owns the mineral rights to both of 
the mines. He informed us that two other "outfits" 
had tried in vain to locate the mine entrance so, with 
this disconcerting news, we set about excavating the 
Water Sough. Approximately 300 man hours later 
we have been rewarded by being the first persons to 
enter this historically important mine since 1858. 

The current situation is that some safety work is 
required in the Water Level and de-wateri~~ of the 
cross cut to gain access to the New York Mine is in 
progress. 

It is hoped that in due course a paper will be 
prepared for publication in the PDMHS Bulletin and 
that access can be arranaed for other Society 
members. Please note t~at all of the above mines 
are on private property. Trespass could 
compromise our research. 
Len Kirkham 

DEVONSHIRE MINE AND LONG TOR 
GROTTO 

On 30th July 1995 some 15 members and guests 
joined Paul Chandler for this meet. Devonshire 
mine was visited first and on opening the door to 
the mine the group was met by a welcome blast of 
cold air from the mine. 

The large chamber with its superb flat roof was 
visited first. From here we proceeded down dip to 
the lower levels. At the first tight section only six 
members manaaed to squeeze through. Those who 
had squeezed through the tight section soon found 
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themselves at another squeeze. Beyond this lay 
some hands and knees crawling and some more 
generous sized passa~es which led to the end of the 
mine. At the end of t11e mine there is a shaft going 
upwards which, it is reputed, is under the room of 
one of the houses in Matlock Bath. 

After lunch it was time to visit Long Tor Grotto, 
the second trip of the day. For this trip the size of 
the party had diminished to six. This reduction in 
members may have been due to the superb weather, 
the attractions of Matlock Bath or the polluted 
entrance passage to the mine. 

On entering the mine it was found that the water 
had dried up leaving an evil looking mud which we 
had to step throt;.$h. The majority of the passages 
were explored. une or two passages contained nice 
mineralisation and one even had some tub rail track 
in place. 

Once out of the mine we washed off in the adjacent 
river, gathering quite an inquisitive audience in the 
process. 
Paul Chandler 

PRECIOUS MINERAL FOUND JN SPOIL 
HEAPS 

Two overwown spoil heaps, the locations of which 
are being Kept a secret, have been declared as 
SSSl's because they contain the mineral Alstonite. 

The mineral was first discovered in the early l 800's 
but it was discarded by the niiners as it has no 
commercial value. Nowadays, small fragments of 
the rock cost £200 each. Most of the Alstonite 
deposits are found in the North Pennines but the 
mineral has also been found in South Wales and at a 
site in North America. 
(Daily Telegraph) 

LARGEST SAPPHIRE FOUND lN THE 
BRITISH ISLES 

The largest gem sapphire to be found in the British 
Isles has been discovered on the Island of Lewis in 
the Outer Hebrides. 

The 9.6 ct green-blue stone, a lcm cube, was found 
by a member of a Scottish Gemmological Group 
when a piece of rock was cracked open. It was 
found that there were sapphires having a market 
value of some £200,000 inside the stone. The 
contents of the stone included a heavily fractured 
242 ct sapphire and a 39.5 ct fragment which was 
cut to provide the 9.6 ct barrion cushion-cut gem. 

Large single crystals of blue sapphire were first 
discovered on the island in 1984. Sapphires are 
frequently found in Scotland but most of them are 
not of gem quality or gem size. 
(Mining Journal) 

MASSIVE MINING SUBSIDENCE 

Recently there was a reported earthquake, which 
measured 5.2 on the Richter Scale, in south west 



Wyoming. This earthquake caused the death of 1 
person, injured a further 11 persons and severely 
oamaged the Solway Minerals Mine. 

Subsequent investigations showed that there had 
not been a natural earthquake at all. The 
"earthquake" had, in fact, been a massive collapse 
of an area of 2 km square of old mine workings. 
(Mining Journal) 

MINING PRESS SNIPPETS 

1. "Zinc-lead ore mining." Construction has 
started at the Galmory zinc-lead project in County 
Kilkenny, Ireland. It 1s costing 1£37.Sm and 
production is due to start in December 1996. It will 
be the first new metal mine in Ireland for over 20 
years. There are 6.2 million tonnes of reserves 
0 1.4% zinc and 1. 1 % lead) and the rate of 
production will be 650,00 tpy of ore. The mine will 
be one of the biggest zinc producers in Europe. 

Further reserves have been located by rilling at the 
lead-zinc deposit at Keel, Co Longford in Ireland. 
High silver values in this ore is described as 
"particularly encouraging. 11 

2. "Serious accident in South African gold 
mine." News of the horrendous accident at the Val 
Reefs Gold Mine, 150km SW of Johannesburg 
reverberated around the mining world in May 1995. 

Despite several safety devises a locomotive 
somehow jumped a rail and entered the No 2 Shaft 
at the 56 level, 1700 metres below the surface. The 
locomotive then fell 500 metres before striking a 
double deck cage that was full of night shift 
workers. The winding rope broke and the cage fell 
to a depth of 2300 metres with the locomotive and 
carriage on top. 

Everyone in the cage, 100 or so miners, was killed. 
The driver of the locomotive managed to jump 
clear. 
Alan W;//iams 

JAMES WATT ARCHIVES 

The James Watt Archives, which contains some 
4,500 letters to the inventor and 2,500 copies of his 
own letters, has been bought by Birmingham City 
Archives. The archives were described as 11 the 
most important collection of scientific manuscripts 
to come onto the market in Britain. 11 The cost of 
the archive was over £1,000,000. 
(SCMC) 

EXPLOSIVES FOUND NEAR DAM WALL TN 
THE LA KE DISTRICT 

At the end of July 1995 a bomb disposal team was 
called to make safe explosives that were found 
adjacent to a concrete retaining wall at Levers 
Water in the Lake District. 

The explosive was found by mine explorers who 
were investigating the old mine workings in the 
area. It is believed that the explosive was left by a 
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mine explorer who may have been trying to open up 
other olo workings. 
A police spokesman said that the explosives were 
placed next to a piece of wood whicb appeared to 
be blocking off an old tunnel. Behind the wood is 
the concrete which acts as a plug for the lake. If the 
explosives had been ignited the fake could have 
been emptied with millions of gallons of water 
flooding into the Coniston Valley. 
(Daily Telet,rraph) 

ROMAN COINS FOUND AT ALDERLEY 
EDGE 

A caver, who with other members of the Derbyshire 
Cavin~.Club, was exploring one of the Alderley 
Edge Mines, found an earthenware pot full of 
bronze coins. The find was reported to The 
National Trust, who own the land at Alderley Edge, 
and their archaeologists have stated that the find 1s 
of great historical importance. 

The pot was found about eight feet dov,m a shaft 
that was bein& dug out. Init1ally it was'thought that 
the coins had oeen minted by the mine owner in the 
19th century with which to pay the miners. The 
laurel wreath round the head dispelled this idea and 
everyone became excited. 

It has now been agreed that the 400 coms date back 
to Roman times and proves that the copper mine 
was in use more than 1700 years ago. The National 
Trust archaeologist explained that the coins 
themselves were not all that important but their 
context was extremely important. The coins, mainly 
issues of Constantine I and II were minted in Trier 
and London in the 320's and 340's. They may have 
been buried in the shaft during a raid on the Roman 
Province by Picts, Saxons and Scots in the 360's. 
(Stockport Messenget) 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 4th December 1995. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be 
sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- Barton under Needwood (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by 

Guarantee: 

Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Ollie.:. Peak District !\lining ivluseum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 

l\"1tlock Bath. Matlock. Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- Matlock (01629) 

583834. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessar'.\· reflect the O(linion of the 
Society. 
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