
'Pea~ CVistrict <9Jifles Wistorical ~ocietyCLtd. 

NEWSLETTER No 77 JANUARY 1996 

SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

IO February 
11-16 February 
22-24 March 
31 March 
13 April 

Meeting 
Course 
Conference 
U/G meet 
U/G meet 

Page 13 
Page 12 
Page 12 
Page 3 
Page 3 
Page3 
Page4 
Page4 

26-28 April 
12 May 

U/G & Surface meet 
U/G meet 

23 June Meet 
6-7 OR 

20 - 21 July 
27-29 September 
29 September 
25-27 October 

U/G meet 
Meet 
U/G meet 
U/G meet 

Page4 
Page 13 
Page4 
Page4 

11-14 July 1997 Conference Page4 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Twenty First Annual General Meeting of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society was held in the Pump 
Room at The Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbys, on 2 December 
1995. 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending 30 June 1995 were accepted. 

Chairman's report to the Society for 1994/95 

The Society continues to be active in its chosen functions 
of conservation, exploration, interpretation, preservation, 
recording, publications and social activities. Membership 
is constant and our finances are in a sound state. 

How does this happen? It happens only by the efforts of 
our supporters who make individual contributions to each 
and every part of the fabric of our Society. 

Our main conservation achievement this year has been the 
preservation of the Comish Engine House at Magpie 
Mine. This project was instigated by our previous 
Chairman and I know that he is delighted that the project 
is virtually complete and within budget. Andy Gillings, 
partner in the project, has been a calming influence when 
patience was needed to make progress. 

The Engine House is not our sole project at Magpie Mine. 
The cottage is undergoing a transformation which will 
make our Field Centre one of the best equipped in the 
country. Thanks for this work go out to Dave Warriner, 

1 

Magpie Development Officer, John Stott, Cottage 
Warden, and a band of helpers. Spring 1996 should see 
the end of this refurbishment programme when I propose 
to invite the Duke of Devonshire to witness what we have 
done to his property. 

A few other loose ends on the preservation front are being 
tied up. Some of the shafts at New Venture Mine have 
been capped, helped by a donation from the Peak Park. I 
have an interested party looking at the Fluorspar Dressing 
Plant at Milltown with a possibility of relocation to a site 
near Eyam. Enthovens have agreed to consider the active 
preservation of the oldest buildings at Millclose. 

Old Millclose continues to be an attraction to a number of 
members and I understand that there are almost unlimited 
opportunities for willing workers who are not afraid to get 
an occasional boot filled with water. 

Regarding field meets, Paul Chandler, Chris Heathcote, 
Jim Rieuwerts and others introduced many of our 
members to a varied and interesting number of locations 
during the year, not only in Derbyshire but as far away as 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, and the Lake District. Let us not 
forget the first of Jim's three Heritage Trail walks which 
was made all the more memorable by the sub-arctic 
weather near Peak Forest. 

We are currently in the process of purchasing the land 
adjacent to Temple Mine as part of our development plan 
to increase the potential of the mine. Lynn Willies has the 
ideas and an architect is translating these ideas into reality. 
National Lottery money looms large in our funding ideas 



for this project. Temple Mine is still making a substantial 
contribution to the finances of the Society. 
The Museum has the benefit of Robin Hall and the 
Monday Night Group always working on projects to add 
interest and create innovations. A substantial part of the 
Howie Collection of geological specimens, attractively 
displayed and carefully labelled has been a splendid 
addition this last year. 

The fire in the Pump Room last August could have been 
disastrous. Thanks to the salvage efforts of a team, 
encouraged by Evelyn Dixon, the Pump Room was tidied 
up and secured. Extra display space has been arranged in 
the Museum shop area and, although revenue is down, it is 
not harmfully down. Even so, a couple of functions 
arranged to take place in the Pump Room during the 
autumn had to be postponed, chief of which was the Minor 
Metals Conference. This conference will now be held in 
late 1996. 

We broke new ground in October when, alerted by Jim 
Rieuwerts, we found that the Wirksworth Barmote Court 
would not be held according to tradition in the autumn. 
We, therefore, invited the Court members to hold a 
meeting in the Museum in order to preserve the continuity. 
This meeting was an unqualified success. 

The Joint Management Committee for the Museum is 
engaged in talks to arrange the setting up of a new lease 
and to resolve the problems arising from the a severe 
scrutiny by Inland Revenue and Charity Commission 
officials. 

Regarding publications, we have had our usual four 
Newsletters issued promptly by Wes Taylor. Two 
Bulletins and a special publication, "Mining Without 
Powder", have been issued. I personally did not realise the 
amount of work involved with all of these publications in 
collating the information, correcting, setting out, printing 
and sending the finished work to members - and it is all 
done regularly and mostly behind the scenes. 

The Publication Sub-committee met twice this year and 
after a suitable period of gestation will give birth to a 
varied selection of titles. 

Trevor Ford, editor of our Bulletin, has been honoured in 
America for outstanding services as Editor of the BCRA 
publication, "Cave Science". 

Bill Sargeant, our first President and a founder member, 
has been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. 

Our Society will be hosting the next NAMHO Conference 
in July 1997 and it will be based at St Elphins School, 
Darley Dale, Matlock. Many members have already 
volunteered their services for this event but many more are 
needed to assure success for this prestigious event. 

Finally, but not least, the Society has been well served this 
year by all the efforts of its members and Council. The 
Secretary, Keith Gregory, and the Treasurer, Roy 
Paulson, have supported the Society in the necessary work 
that arises in running an organisation such as our Society 
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and Harry Parker has furnished us with photographic 
evidence of our existence. To you all, thank you. 

Election of Directors 

Fallowing the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 1995/96 are:-

Chairman 

Deputy Chairman 

Hon Secretary 

Hon Treasurer 

Hon Editor 

Hon Recorder 

Ordinary 
Members 

Mr A Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3HJ 
Tel: (01629) 584468 

Mrs E Dixon, 21 Marlborough 
Drive, Belper, Derbys, 
DE51LB 
Tel: (01773) 823020 

J K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: (01629) 55400 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt 
Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, 
DE4 5GQ 
Tel: (01629) 534775 

Dr T D Ford, 21 Elizabeth 
Drive, Oadby, Leicester, 
LE24RD 
Tel: (01533) 715265 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt 
Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, 
DE4 5GQ 
Tel: (01629) 534775 

Dr I J Brown, 95 Manygates 
Lane, Sandal, Wakefield, West 
Yorks, WF2 7DL 
Tel: (01924) 257137 

R A Hall, 5 Richmond Close, 
Walton, Chesterfield, Derbys, 
S40 3JH. 
Tel: (01246) 203302 

M Luff, "The Coppins", Wash 
Lane, Ravenstone, Coalville, 
Leicester, LE6 2AT 
Tel: (01530) 810905 

J R Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse", Cobden Rd, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: (01269) 582521 

DJ Warriner, 40 Francis St, 
Mansfield, Notts, NG18 2NW. 
Tel: (01623) 661127 

D Williams, "Clovelly Cottage", 
Lower Terrace Rd, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbys, SK17 8LX 
Tel: (0 1298) 871909 



ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held at Jackson Tor 
House, Matlock on 2 December 1995. The Guests of 
Honour were Dr & Mrs David Wilson. Dr Wilson is the 
Director of the Lead Development Association. 

Dr Wilson gave a short presentation, in which he 
discussed the ancient and modern use of lead (how many 
members are aware that lead is used in the manufacture of 
TV and computer screens to protect viewers from 
radiation). He also discussed the current role of the Lead 
Development Association before he proposed the Toast to 
the Society. 

Chairman Alan Mutter proposed the Toast to Our Guests. 

The Society Awards for 1995 were presented by Dr 
Trevor Ford. These were:-

l. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to Alan Mutter for the work 
that he has done in organising the finance and management 
of the Magpie Mine Engine House renovation. 

2. The Peak Mines Award was made to Richard 
Shaw for his paper "Long Rake Spar Mine, Youlgrave" 
which was published in the PDMHS Bulletin Vol 12 No 5. 

The formal part of the evening was completed by Mr John 
Jones of the Russell Society who gave an illustrated talk 
on "Living in Darkness". This fascinating presentation 
was based on current research that John is carrying out on 
the living forms that are found underground, namely 
spiders, moths, bats, and fungi. 

The venue for the dinner had been selected on the basis of 
the requests by members. The room was warm and 
comfortable, the food was very good and plenty of it, the 
wine and other drinks was realistically priced and the 
hospitality was very good. There was, however, room for 
more members to attend. 

Now that we have found a good venue and format for this, 
the major social event in the Society's calendar, let us hope 
that it is better supported in the future. 
Wes Taylor 

LT COL GERALD HA YTHORNTHWAITE CBE 

It is with regret that the death of Lt Col Gerald 
Haythornthwaite CBE is reported. Gerald 
Haythornthwaite was an Hon Member of the Society. He 
was also a founder member of the Peak National Park 
Authority and a member of that organisation for some 26 
years. 

SOCIETY MEETS 

In order to allow members to plan their activities for the 
coming year, a preliminary list of events for 1996 has 
been drawn up. 
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The list below is not necessarily the complete list of meets 
for the year. It is intended to be a framework to which 
others can be added. All members are invited to organise 
meets, just confirm dates with Paul Chandler to ensure 
that there is no clash with other events. 

1. WATER ICICLE CLOSE MINE, MONYASH 

Sunday 31 March 1996 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This is a moderate grade trip and the I 05ft entrance shaft 
will be rigged for both ladder and SRT. Members 
attending must be reasonable proficient at either SRT or 
ladder climbing. The party size is restricted to 8 members 
(no guests). 

To receive further details and to book your place, please 
telephone Paul Chandler on (01246) 220773, evenings 
only. 

2. CLEVELAND POT ASH, BOULBY MINE, 
SALTBURN,CLEVELAND 

Friday 13 April 1996 (Subject to confirmation) 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This is a visit to a working potash mine. The size of the 
party is restricted to 10 persons who should be berween 14 
and 65 years old. Oversuit/boilersuit and sturdy footwear 
required. No cameras allowed underground. 

The visit will take place after 4pm and the duration of the 
visit is unknown. 

In additon, a visit to the nearby Tom Leonard Mining 
Museum could be arranged for earlier in the afternoon. 

Why not make this a family weekend with the seaside 
resort of Whitby and the North Yorkshire Moors nearby. 

To receive further details and to book your place, please 
telephone Paul Chandler on (01246) 220773, evenings 
only. 

3. ''MENDIP MINES'' WEEKEND 

Friday 26 April - Sunday 28 April 1996 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Programme:-
Friday pm:- Underground Quarry Centre (Bath 

Stone Mine, Corsham). This is a show mine with an 
entrance charge (subject to confirmation). 

Saturday:- Box Stone Mine, Box, Wiltshire. This 
is a moderate grade trip. Bring your camera to this 
extremely complex old stone mine with some 25 miles of 
passage available. There are numerous artefacts including 
jib cranes, saw sharpening benches, inscriptions etc. The 
majority of the passages are very large with very little 
crawling. A trip NOT to be missed!!! 



Sunday:- Sandford Levvy (Mine), Sandford. This 
is an easy/moderate trip which does not require any tackle. 

To receive further details, including details of 
accommodation available, and to book your place (no 
restriction on numbers), please telephone Paul Chandler 
on (01246) 220773, evenings only. 

4. ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE MINE, ASHFORD 
IN TIIE WATER, DERBYSHIRE 

Sunday 12 May 1996 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Easy trip for members only. Further details in next 
Newsletter. 

5. SRT, LADDER AND ABSEIL TRAINING 

Sunday 23 June 1996 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

To be held at Bridge No 75 on the Monsal Trail at Chee 
Dale. All members attending MUST have their own 
personal abseil or SR T equipment and must be able to use 
it without supervision. All members must be reasonably 
experienced in ladder or SR T techniques as "TOT AL 
EXPOSURE" will be experienced. 

The drop from the bridge is 7 5 feet and is not for the faint 
hearted. Numbers restricted to 7 PDMHS members. 

To receive further details and to book your place, please 
telephone Paul Chandler on (01246) 220773, evenings 
only. 

6. ''NORTIIERN DALES'' MINES WEEKEND 
(SWALEDALE AREA) 

Saturday 6 July - Sunday 7 July 1996 OR Saturday 20 
July - Sunday 21 July 1996. Actual dates to be finalised. 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Saturday:- Sir Francis Level. (See PDMHS 
Bulletin Vol. 12 No 4). Wet suit (or small rowing boat) 
essential. Another trip not to be missed. 

Sunday:- Devils Hole Mine/Cave (See Northern 
Caves Vol 1, pp 198-200). Oversuit trip, no tackle 
required. Mine level has intersected natural cave passages 
(a phreatic maze). 

Further details in next Newsletter. 

7. JUGHOLES, MATLOCK 

Sunday 29 September 1996 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This is an easy cave and mine system. 
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Further details in a later edition of the Newsletter. 

8. "NORm PENNINES WEEKEND", 
(NENTIIEAD/ALSTON AREA) 

Friday 25 October - Sunday 27 October 1996 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Mines to be visited will include Smallclough, Rampgill 
and Brownley Hill. 

Further details in a later edition of the Newsletter. 

NAl\ffiO CONFERENCE 1997 

The next NAMHO Conference will be hosted by the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society. It will be held from 11 
to 14 July 1997 and will be based at St Elphin's School, 
Darley Dale, Matlock, Derbyshire. 

The centre will have facilities for camping and caravans, 
as well as residential accommodation. Further 
information, a'nd requests for assistance in the organising 
and running of the Conference will be advised later. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr R J Amies Ty Hen, Beddgelert, Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd, LL55 4NE 

Mr DJ L Davies 15 Jackson Road, Matlock, Derbys, 
DE4 3QJ 

Mr MD Hopkinson "Glen Villa", Wensley Rd, Winster, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2DH 

Mr& Mrs 
AD Bradley 2 Alder Way, Keyworth, 

Nottingham, NG 12 5DX 
Mr B H Deane 37 Dalmeny Rd, London, N7 ODY 
Miss M J Hopkinson98 Wellington St, Matlock, Derbys, 

DE4 3GW 
Mr PM Mustoe "Tynelea", Wymeswold Rd, Wysall, 

Nottingham, NG12 5QH 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Mr DC Gordon 319 Lordship Lane, London, 
SE22 8JH 

Miss R Seston 8 Hawthorn Close, Clowne, 
Chesterfield, Derbys, S43 4SX 

Mr N R Southwick 17 Winchester Rd, Perry Barr, 
Birmingham, B20 3AL 

Dr W D F Smith 26 Carner Sylva Rd, Llandudno, 
Gwynedd, LL30 lEQ 

Mr AN Stubbins 234 Hady Hill, Hady, Chesterfield, 
Derbys, S4 l OBJ 

Mr SE Gould 60 Long Row, Belper, Derby, 
DE56 lOR 

Mr I Cornwall 45 Southside, Patrington, Kingston 
upon Hull, HU12 ORN 

Mr D Nicholls "The Hollies", Haverbreaks Rd, 
Lancaster, LA 1 5BJ 



Mr RP Goodliffe 30 Ridd Way, Wingerworth, 
Chesterfield, S42 6UX 

CONSERVATION HERITAGE WALK-WINSTER 
& BONSALL AREA 

The accounts of all the conservation walks led by Dr 
Rieuwerts in 1995 seem to begin with a weather report. 
The reason is that they have all attracted inclement 
conditions (1 am not even going to mention our meeting at 
Moss Rake when the draught ended with the first rain for 
many weeks). A forecast of heavy rain and possible 
thunder did not deter 14 people from gathering opposite 
the Duty Ore House near the Miner's Standard at W inster 
on Saturday, 2nd September 1995. 

The walk began along Pitts Lane towards Wensley and 
revealed a magnificent view to the north of the Y atestoop 
Vein and the large engine shaft. Leaving the lane and 
crossing the field by the public footpath took us past the 
large winding shaft of Winster Pitts which supplied water 
for the extensive huddling operations that were carried out 
in the immediate area. The stile over the next wall put us 
over the boundary into the Wensley Liberty, where there 
were more remains, mainly 19th century, including what 
may be a pit from opencasting linnet ore in relatively 
modern times, according to Dr Lynn Willies. 

Retracing our path but then heading towards the village of 
Winster, we saw more shafts, "linnet ore pits" and several 
standing huddles. Mrs Dixon described the extent of the 
explorations in Horsebuttocks and Drake Mines, on the 
Winster Pitts Vein, by a group of Society members. 

We drove along Bonsall Lane (a salt road from Cheshire) 
and turned along the gated Bonsal Moor Lane, where we 
parked and ate our food. By kind permission of the 
farmer, Dr Rieuwerts was able to take us past the many 
shafts of the Gorseydale Mines to Hangworm shaft which 
had i)een prepared, with generous allocation of new 
concrete, to accept a galvanised grille supplied by 
Derbyshire County Council. It appeared that two more 
shafts were to be similarly preserved in the vicinity. 
Despite the depredations of hillocking in years gone by, 
there still remain traces of coes among the tips. Returning 
to the cars we passed a fluorspar quarry which formerly 
supplied limestone to the building industry. On towards 
S laley, we then turned into Whitelow Lane which leads to 
Ible. Leaving the cars at the end of this track we walked 
along it and passed through a gate into a field overlooking 
Longcliffe Quarry on the other side of the Via Gellia. 
Every few feet there was a depression of some kind, either 
a shaft or a small trial excavation or cast, dug to find 
openings in the limestone. The shallow shafts (20-30 
feet), we were told, had almost no workings extending 
from the bottom but were sunk to obtain the galena 
washed down into natural cavities from rocks above which 
had weathered away. A large pit was assumed to be at the 
junction of intersecting veins which was suitable for 
opencasting. 

Travelling further along the Slaley road, we visited the 
Bonsall Lees mines in the fields to the north of the road, 
seeing the remains of a presumed cog and rung gin circle, 
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at the side of which were two small bingsteads for rich 
ore. The next field contained an amazing series of parallel 
scrins, perhaps ten or eleven, all with multiple shafts and 
not connected underground. One lengthy scrin had been 
worked "to day", an indication of the shallowness of the 
ore. 

Walking over the fields on the opposite side of the road 
took us to a point above Marl Cottage in the Via Gellia, 
the site of the Bonsall Lees Sough mines. Directly across 
from us was Mountain Cottage, of D.H. Lawrence fame, 
and Goodluck Mine, operated by Society member Ron 
Amner. Plainly visible as a shelf on the valley side was the 
horizon of the Matlock lava, with the early mines above 
and, hidden in the trees, the later adit entrances to win the 
ore from below the lava. Silver Ey~, Bondog Hole and 
several other mines could be seen from our vantage point 
which turned out to be the site of a Romano-British fort. 
Although the field had been scraped clean for fluorspar, 
two fine sloping buddies had been left through the efforts 
of Drs Rieuwerts and Willies. A small walled field 
containing beehive caps and coes was a further example of 
the efforts of Society members some years ago and is now 
a scheduled site. 

An interesting extension to the walk took us down the 
hillside towards Parish Quarry to see an adit which was 
used as a haulage level for the mines over which we had 
just walked. A member of the party knew of a similar adit 
a short distance away and this was inspected by Chris 
Heathcote, who promised to return. 

Our thanks are once more owed to Dr Rieuwerts, from 
whose mouth tumbled names, facts and dates without, it 
seemed, any effort. "I don't learn them", he says, "when 
you are interested in a subject, they stick". One 
prominent member of the Society remarked that he had 
learnt more in the three walks this year than in many years 
of membership. 

And the weather? The ominous black clouds rushed in 
from the west, deposited a little rain at the start of the 
walk but the day finished with those present removing 
layers of clothing in answer to persistent sunshine. 
Keith Gregory 

CARBON DIOXIDE LEAKAGE FROM DISUSED 
COAL MINE 

A 60 year old man and his dog collapsed and died whilst 
walking through a factory at Widdrington in 
Northumberland. The factory was close to the site of a 
coal mine that had been closed some 30 years ago and it is 
believed that carbon dioxide had migrated from the mine 
at a time when the barometric pressure was very low. 

Other persons in the factory were also overcome by the 
gas but they were revived. The Coal Authority are trying 
to identify the source of the gas. 
Daily Telegraph 
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WIRKSWORTH BARMOTE COURT 

The Wirksworth Barmote Court meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of April and October each year. This year the 
Barmaster decided that the October Court would not be 
held. This decision was considered by some to be 
unsatisfactory as it could be construed as the "beginning 
of the end" of the Wirksworth Barmote Court. Dr Jim 
Rieuwerts, a Barmote Juror and Society Council Member, 
suggested that a Wirksworth Barmote Court Event be held 
at the Peak District Mining Museum on the day that the 
cancelled formal Barmote Court should have been held. 

Besides maintaining some of the ritual associated with the 
Court, this function would encourage members of the 
Court to join Society Council Members in an informal 
manner at the Museum. 

The gathering followed the basic format of the Barmote 
Court but, of course, had no legal standing. Some 23 
Jurors and Court Officials attended, together with 13 
PDMHS Council Members. 

The event started with all attendees slaking their thirst in 
the traditional manner with ale and a light snack of cheese. 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts introduced Alan Mutter, the Society 

Society Chairman Alan Mutter (left) and Society and Barmote Court member 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts welcome the guests. Note the ReplicaMiners Standard Dish, 
traditional clay pipes and lead tobacco jar. Photo by H M Parker 

Guests enjoy a puff with the traditional clay pipes and 
tobacco provided to all attending. Photo by H M Parker 
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Chairman, who welcomed the members of the Barmote 
Court to the Museum. The attendees then toured the 
Museum and the exhibits provoked some of the older 
Barmote Court Jurors to start reminiscing about times 
long gone. This tour represented the business part of the 
formal Barmote Court Meeting. 

After the buffet lunch Ian Parson, the Surveyor of Land 
for the Duchy of Lancaster, proposed the Loyal Toast 
and Jim Rieuwerts presented everyone attending the event 
with an inscribed clay pipe. The tobacco that was used to 
charge the pipes was contained in traditional lead tobacco 
jars. 

This event proved to be very successful. It gave the 
Society the opportunity to show off the Museum to the 
Barmote Court and enabled Society members to meet and 
discuss mutual interests with members of the Derbyshire 
mining fraternity. 

Many thanks to Jim Rieuwerts for the idea and organising 
the event on behalf of the Barmote Court and to Alan 
Mutter and Evelyn Dixon for the organisation on behalf of 
the Society and Museum. 
Wes Taylor 

BOOK REVIEWS 

1. "The Ross of Mull Granite Quarries" by Joan Faithfull. 
56pp, 198x2 l Omm, published by the New Iona Press, 
ISBN 0 9516283 6 4. Cost £5.95. 

Histories of the quarrying industry are rare compared with 
mining history books and this attractive glossy little book 
goes some way to fill that gap. 

The remote southwestern corner of the Isle of Mull, facing 
Iona, is largely composed of pink or red granite. This 
material was used for the building of local houses and 
religious buildings on Iona from an early date but it came 
into its own in the 19th century with the demand for large 
shaped blocks of granite in dockyards, bridges and 
lighthouse buildings. In Victorian times about a dozen 
separate quarries were worked by a succession of small 
companies, some of which became off-shoots of bigger 
companies. The red colour was favoured for architectural 
use and the granite was even shipped for polishing at 
Shap, in Cumbria, which is well stocked with its own 
granite. Quarrying seems to have ceased about the time of 
the first World War but it has restarted since 1986. 

After a short geological introduction the book covers the 
history of the various quarrying companies and methods of 
working the quarries. The book says little about the 
quarrymen's living conditions or wages and I found the 
lack of detailed plans of the quarries annoying. An 
appendix lists the well-known buildings where Ross of 
Mull granite was used in the construction, including the 
Albert Memorial, Holburn Viaduct and St George's Hall 
in Liverpool. 

There is a bibliography and a number of colour and black 
and white photographs. 
Dr T DFord 
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2. "Mines of the Gwydyr Forest. Part 6. Pandora and 
Other Mines in North West Gwydyr" by John Bennett and 
Robert W Vernon. AS, 116pp, ISBN 0 9514798 5 7. 
Published by Gwydyr Publications. Cost £6.50. 

This is the sixth and penultimate volume in the series 
"Mines of the Gwydyr Forest". The authors have 
continued with their now recognisable style to produce 
another very readable book. The workings described 
cover a period of activity from the mid 16th Century to the 
early decades of the 20th Century. These were largely 
concerned with lead mining, with a revival for zinc in the 
latter part of the 1800's. The area includes one of the last 
lead ventures in Gwydyr in the early part of the 20th 
Century. 

As the title suggests, the mine which dominates the north 
west of the chosen area is the one which has become 
generally known as the Pandora Mine, although it has 
been known by at least a dozen names during its life. The 
main workings discussed are all based around Llyn 
Gererionedd, mainly to the south with some very small 
ventures to the north of Llyn Cratnant. 

The book is laid out as the earlier volumes and the lesser 
ventures are described first, which takes up some 17 pages 
out of a total of 116 pages. There are 3 fold out plans and 
sections of the Pandora Mine and a fold out plan of Eagle 
Lead Mine (Pandora) Oil Flotation Mill of c 1930. It is 
difficult to see how anyone other than the promoters of the 
various ventures described managed to make any sort of 
return on their investment. It certainly did not take royalty 
owners long to realise that receiving royalties was a much 
safer bet than actually getting involved in "digging". 

There are some fascinating stories of the promotion of the 
Pandora sett over the years and one in particular that is 
based on the disused New Pandora Lead Mill, which 
became known as the Klondyke Mine, needs to be read to 
be believed. The authors have in this case managed to get 
first-hand information on this "classic" confidence trick 
concerning a "mountain" of silver. 

There are 10 fairly recent photographs of the Pandora 
Mine and 21 maps and diagrams, all of which are well 
presented. Unfortunately, as in previous volumes in the 
series, there is a scarcity of photographs that were taken at 
the time of mining activity. This volume maintains the 
standard already achieved and readers will, I am sure, be 
looking forward now to the final edition, Vol 7 Cae Coch -
Coed Gwydyr - Trecastell, to complete the series. 
Damian McCurdy 

3. "Review of the Geological and Mineral Planning 
Research Programme 1993-4" Department of the 
Environment. Cost £19.00. 

Each year the D of E spends about £2.9m on the use of 
consultants to study problems relating to mineral working 
and geology in order to monitor and guide policy in 
respect of mineral planning. The projects come under five 
headings, namely mineral resources, restoration and 
aftercare, environmental effects of mineral working, 
applied earth science information and land instability and 
safety. The latter area which deals with mine entrances, 
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subsidence, earth movements, tips, gases and water 
pollution is of most interest to members of NAMHO. 
Projects completed, or nearly completed, which are of 
interest to members include treatment of mine entrances, 
areas liable to subsidence, the Black Country Limestone 
Mines, gases from old mines and stability of tailings dams. 
Results are published as they become available. 

The review considers that the following might be included 
in the next few years; gypsum dissolution, radon 
emissions, inland landslipping, effects of changing water 
levels on mine pillars, water quality, geochemical effects 
of mine spoil, seismic monitoring and gas emissions from 
old workings. 

As in the past, representatives of NAM HO may be invited 
to take part on some Steering Committees associated with 
the individual projects. 
Dr!J Brown 

4. "British Archaeological Yearbook 1995-96" published 
by Council for British Archaeology, Bowes Morrell 
House, 111 Walmgate, York YOI 2UA. iv+296pp, ISBN 
1 872414 51 6. Cost £24 incl pip. 

This useful publication sets out to be a complete guide to 
archaeology in Britain and includes, amongst other 
subjects, an extensive list of "archaeological 
organisations" clearly intended to include industrial 
archaeology. It includes chapters on internet resources, 
forthcoming events and grants and funds. The book is 
intended to be an annual publication and there is no charge 
for entries in the publication. 

Sadly, yet again, industrial archaeology in general, and 
particularly mines and quarries archaeology, is generally 
overlooked. Mining history societies, industrial 
archaeology societies etc are advised to ensure that the 
details of their organisations appear in future editions and 
so take advantage of the free publicity that is available. 
Paul Sowan 

5. "Comish Mine Disasters .. by Cyril Noall. 194pp, 
ISBN I 85022 032 8. Cost £9.95. 

This is a fascinating book that will be attractive to anyone 
whether or not they have an interest in Cornish mining 
history. Each chapter of this book deals with a different 
type of accident that has occurred both below and above 
ground. These range from flooding, collapses, blasting 
accidents as well as explosions of boiler houses and 
gunpowder works. 

The detailed account of each accident makes it difficult to 
put the book down and the descriptions of the Levant Man 
Engine failure and the collapse in the 412 fathom level in 
Dolcoath are described in horrific detail. 

Whilst there are stories of miraculous escapes, and even 
some humorous tales, the vast majority of the book deals 
with the real dangers and hardships faced by a Cornish 
miner in the last century. 
News of the Weald 
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6. "Blakeney Hill Stone Mine" by David Priddis. The 
Journal of the Forest of Dean Local History Society No 
I 0, 1995. ISBN 0950 - 8256. A4 glossy. Cost £4.50 + 
£0.70 pip from Hon Secretary, Diana Watkins, "Sangria", 
Brockhollands Rd, Bream, Lydney, Gloucestershire, 
GL15 6NB. 

Records show that the Blakeney Hill Quarry produced 
Pennant stone slab and roof tiles from 1875 and that the 
underground workings had started by 1890. The mine 
was closed around 1900 but was reopened briefly in 1928. 

The account describes the rediscovery, exploration and 
survey of the mine. This is followed by a detailed 
description of the working of the mine in 1928-29. There 
are 18 active photographs, including three underground 
scenes, to illustrate this era of working the mine. An 
excellent plan of the mine is included. 
David Pollard 

7. "Cwmorthin Slate Quarry" by Graham Isherwood. 
Published by Adit Publications. 107pp, 202x254mm, 
diagrams, plans, line drawings and 15 colour photographs. 
Cost £11.00. 

This is a revised edition of the book that was first 
published in 1982. 

Cwmorthin is a medium sized quarry which began being 
worked in the 1800's and whose fortunes have ebbed and 
flowed ever since. In recent times it has been worked 
sporadically by two men but in its hayday there where 
nearly 600 men employed at the quarry. 

Cwmorthin is like many other slate workings in the 
Blaenau Ffestiniog area, more of a mine than a quarry. 
The book describes a little of the history of the quarry and 
attempts to explain the physical features that remain on 
the surface as well as describing some of the underground 
ramifications. 

The surface workings can easily be seen from public 
footpaths but the underground is far less accessible. Entry 
into the unstable underground area is only allowed with 
permission of the present owners. 

8. "Health & Safety in Quarries - A Hundred Years of 
Law" published by the Quarry National Interest Group, 
Health & Safety Executive, Brunel House, Fitzalan Road, 
Cardiff, CFl 2SH. Tel:- Cardiff (01222) 473777. Cost -
Free of Charge, 22pp, photographs. 

Earlier this year the Health & Safety Executive published 
this free booklet to mark the centenary of the Quarries Act 
1894 which came into force on 1st January 1895 and 
which only applied to quarries that were more than 20 feet 
deep. 

Quarrying was certainly a dangerous occupation in late 
Victorian times. In the ten years after the 1894 Act came 
into force, some 1, 150 persons were killed and over 
12,000 were seriously injured in quarries. These figures 
were reckoned to be lower than the true figures because of 
under-reporting and the fact that they do not include 
accidents in quarries that were less than 20 feet deep! 
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Although the booklet is only 24 pages long it contains 
much information about the development of quarry safety 
legislation, quarrying practices, incidents, statistics and 
changes in technology over the years. It also contains a 
number of old photographs. It is recommended to those 
with an interest in quarries. 
Graham Bullough 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

1. "Minera: Lead Mines and Quarries" edited by John 
Bennett. 

This volume on the lead mines and lime quarries of 
Minera and the surrounding area has been written by 
members of the WMPT, with additional material from 
local contributors. It was expected to be published in June 
1995 by Maelor Borough Council. 

2. "The Iron Industry of the Weald" by Cleeve and 
Crossley. Published by Merton Press, Cardiff, hardback, 
£24.95. 

A revised and enlarged edition of a classic work. 

3. "Great Western Corris" by Gwyn Briwnant Jones. 
1994 85pp 9 maps 7 diagrams and 86 B/W photos, 
hardback, £9.95. 

Constructed to serve the slate quarries, this is a detailed 
history for the slate buff. 

4. "Senghennydd: The Universal Pit Village 1890-1930" 
by Michael Lieven. 1994 387pp 2 maps 42 B/W illus, 
hardback, £17.50. 

In 1894 Sir William Lewis (Lord Merthyr) sank a coal 
mine in the valley and within 10 years it became one of the 
largest pits in Wales. Over 500 miners were killed in two 
pit disasters at the mine. 

5. "Coal Society: A history of South Wales Mining 
Valleys 1840-1980" by David Egan. 1987 xii+l53pp 21 
maps 140 illus1 softback £36.75. 

Even includes coal mining in Pembrokeshire. 

6. "Power from Steam, a History of the Stationary Steam 
Engine" by Dr Richard R Hills, Cambridge University 
Press. 

First published in 1989, with a subsequent reprint, this 
volume is a definitive work on the history of the stationary 
engine, and is the first comprehensive history of the 
stationary steam engine in 50 years. 
(Trevithick Trust) 

7. "Quarry Fact File No 13" available from the Quarry 
National Interest Group, Health & Safety Executive, 
Brunel House, Fitzalan Road, Cardiff, CFl 2SH. Tel:
Cardiff (01222) 473777. 12 page A4 size. Cost - Free of 
Charge. 
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Outlines the progress made in quarry safety and contains 
some snippets about incidents, problems and prosecutions 
over the years. 
Graham Bullough 

CAVES IN THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, 
BROMSGROVE. 

Five caves and a steep flight of steps have been found at 
Bromsgrove's oldest pub, the 17th Century "Shoulder of 
Mutton". The caves had been carved into the sandstone 
cliff that lies at the back of the pub. 

It is considered that the caves could be 2,000 y~ars old but 
nothing is known of their origin. There are strange carved 
indentations and niches which may indicate where candles 
and bars were placed across the entrances and chiselled 
holes near the roof may have been for beams. There are 
several suggestions as to the use of the caves, including 
cells for monks doing their penance and defences for 
Bromsgrove against the Danes circa 910 AD. 

It is planned to clean out the caves and make them a 
feature of the pub. 
SCMC 

COAL FIRED HEATING IN THE STONE AGE 

Recent research in France, as reported in Nature, has 
indicated that the oldest reported use of coal was to warm 
inhabited caves some 73,000 years ago. 

Evidence from fossil hearths in Les Canalettes and Les 
Usclades in the south Massif Central in France show that 
coal was collected from outcrops when firewood was 
scarce. 
Daily Telegraph · 

LEA BAILEY MINE, NEWTOWN, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

This mine is operated by the owners of the Clearwell 
Caves and is due to become a "tourist attraction". It is not 
yet open to the public. 

The site is an old gold mine which was closed at the turn 
of the century. 
SCMC 

FORCE CRAG MINE, KESWICK 

On 7 October 1995 a group of 19 PDMHS and Masson 
Caving Group members gathered in a small car park just 
north of Braithwaite, near Keswick in the Lake District. 
The final destination, Force Crag Mine, was still two 
miles away and promised to be a tiring walk back to the 
car park after a day underground unless appropriate 
transport could be arranged. Fortunately, several 
members were either coerced or volunteered to take their 
cars on the overgrown track to the mine processing mill. 



Force Crag Mine lies at the head of the Coledale Valley on 
the flanks of Grisedale Pike and was worked for lead, 
zinc, and latterly for baryte. The main vein ranges E - W, 
approximately parallel to the valley, and hades at 1 in 3 to 
the north. Several levels, ranging from the Low Force 
Level on the 950 foot contour to the High Force Level on 
the 1750 foot contour, were driven onto the vein. In 1950 
the internal Laporte Incline was driven to link the upper 
and lower workings. 

Plan "A" - was to climb the fell side and enter the mine at 
the High Force Level. Then, after a series of abseils and 
ladder climbs, the group would emerge at the Number 3 
Level that is located just above the processing mill. The 
large party split into two groups and whilst one group set 
off up the fell to High Force Level, the other group toured 
the processing mill before making their way to the High 
Force Level. After many trials and tribulations Plan "A" 
was abandoned due to the dangerous state of the newly 
collapsed stope which was to be part of our route through 
the mine. 

Plan "B" - was quickly conceived. Enter the mine at the 
Number 3 Level and climb the Laporte Incline to the High 
Force workings. A quick dash, slip and roll down the fell 
side soon brought everyone to the entrance of the Number 
3 Level. Again the first group set off to explore the lower 
workings before being followed by the others. The 
promised less than "welly deep" water turned out to be 
over 2 feet deep but this did little to dampen the 
enthusiasm of the members. 

After a tour of some of the lower stopes, the next objective 
was the steep, and very impressive, Laporte Incline. 
Driven at great expense in 1950 to replace the l 940's 
aerial ropeway, it made the transportation of the veinstuff 
to the processing mill a very much easier operation. Part 
way up the incline a strong stream of water completely 
covered the smooth rock floor, making progress even more 
interesting. Looking up the incline from this point and 
seeing a white cascade of water disappearing hundreds of 
feet above into the darkness was quite a sight. After 
hundreds of feet of the incline we eventually arrived in the 
stopes just below the High Force Level. The huge size of 
of the vein of baryte is very impressive. The pillars of 
solid veinstuff left in situ clearly demonstrates the pillar 
method used to provide stability to the stopes. 

With everyone suitably impressed by the size of the 
stopes, the long descent of the incline began. After exiting 
the mine and touring the processing mill, which still 
contains all of the machinery, it was time to drive back to 
the car park. 

A trip to Honister Slate Mines had been organised for the 
following day and I am sure that many members of the 
group were unaware of the inclines that awaited them and 
the aching leg muscles that were in store for Monday 
morning. Many thanks to our guides, John Knowles and 
Mark Simpson of the Cumbria Amenity Trust (CAT). 
Once again Paul Chandler had organised a very enjoyable 
day and the fact that so many had travelled hundreds of 
miles to attend the "meet" bears testament to the quality of 
his trips. 
Jon Scaife 
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PORTLAND QUARRIES 

The Wealden Cave and Mine Society Newsletter (News of 
the Weald) No 16 includes an intersting article on the 
stone quarries at Portland, Dorset. 

The article describes the geography and geology of 
Portland together with descriptions as to how the stone 
was quarried before and after the advent of steam power. 
Up to the early 1900's most of the stone was taken from 
Portland by sea. 

One major local use of the stone was for the construction 
of the Portland breakwater. It is estimated that some 4 
million tons of stone was quarried by convicts to build this 
structure and all of the associated military property. The 
construction of the breakwater was started in 1848 and 
completed in 1904. 

A small amount of stone is sti II quarried but a lot of what 
was once waste material is crushed for roadstone and for 
use in other civil works. 
News of the Weald 

WEALDON CA VE AND MINE SOCIETY 

The July 1995 edition of the News of the Weald contains a 
large list of potential future projects that could be carried 
out in Surrey. The outcome of these projects will depend 
on the enthusiasm of the members doing the research, 
whether it be academic or physical, and the object of 
publishing the list is an attempt to whet the appetite of 
members towards these projects. 

It is good to see a Society giving guidance to members 
rather than just leaving them to independently do their own 
thing. 
WCMS 

PEAK NATIONAL PARK REVIEW 1994/95 

The current edition of the Peak Park Annual Review 
includes a small section on "Leaming to care for the 
Landscape". Besides briefly describing the role of the 
Education Visits Service, which is based on Losehill Hall, 
there is a grand picture of Society member Brian Woodall 
in full flow, giving his well known presentation of the 
Derbyshire T' Owd Man to a group of school children. 

THE CHESTERFIELD CANAL 

The plan to restore the long abandoned section of the 
Chesterfield Canal from Worksop to Chesterfield is now 
progressing apace. A recent initial £3m grant, supported 
by various local councils, has been negotiated to allow 
work to start in earnest. The 46 mile long canal was 
opened from Chesterfield to Stockwith, on the River 
Trent, in 1777 and had the financial backing of certain key 
figures in the Derbyshire lead mining industry, especially 
Alexander Barker and the Wilkinsons, whose Gregory 
Mine was particularly productive at this point in time. 
When the canal had been completed, at a cost of about 
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£150,000, it also served a coal mine owned by the Duke of 
Devonshire which had a one and three quarter mile long 
navigable branch at Hollingwood, near Staveley, and 
which was worked by tub boats. In 1789 the canal carried 
upwards of 3,800 tons of lead and over 42,000 tons of 
coal. 

Before the advent of this canal, considerable quantities of 
lead had been exported via the River Idle at Bawtry and 
this route involved a long and tedious journey from the 
Chesterfield area. The opening of the canal dealt a 
death-blow to this very unsatisfactory transport route. 

The canal is currently navigable to just above the 
Worksop Town Lock and it is the following difficult 
section which is now the focus of restoration work. 

The canal climbs to its summit level through a succession 
of narrow locks to the west of Worksop. Some 48 of the 
canals 68 locks are sited between Worksop and the 
terminal basin at Chesterfield and some of these locks are 
of the "staircase type". The biggest headache for the 
restorers will, undoubtedly, be the 2,850 yd long Norwood 
Tunnel, the sixth longest canal tunnel in Britain. This 
tunnel, like the Butterley Tunnel on the Cromford Canal, 
was constantly disrupted by subsidence and it finally 
collapsed in 1908. There are various proposals as to how 
this bore can be reopened, including opening out the tunnel 
into a cutting, a proposal that has become more practical 
now that the adjacent Kiveton Park Colliery, a one time 
major user of the canal, has now closed. To the west of 
Norwood much of the course of the canal around 
Killamarsh has subsided beneath housing and/or gardens 
and an entirely new route may have to be found. 

A considerable amount of restoration work has already 
been carried out near Chesterfield with the reconstruction 
of locks and the bed of the cut but many problems remain, 
particularly where the waterway has been culverted 
beneath road bridges etc. 

When walking the towpath next to reed choked waterway 
east of Norwood, it is strange to reflect that along this 
sylvan route there once flowed countless tons of coal, lead, 
stone from the Anston Quarries and other commodities, 
including the huge balance ropes from the Sunderland 
ropewalks on their sinuous journey to the seemingly 
distant Ecton Copper Mine shafts. A remarkable amount 
of work has already been accoqiplished to restore 
Chesterfield's water link with the River Trent and, judging 
by the enthusiasm of the Chesterfield Canal Society and 
others, the time is not too far distant before a very 
different type of traffic may once more be able to make the 
voyage from Chesterfield to the River Trent and 
destinations further afield. 
Dick Bird 

MUSEUMS OF MINING IN NORTH 
STAFFORDSIHRE 

Foil owing the closure of the Chaterley Whitfield Mining 
Museum, two proposals have been mooted to acknowledge 
the importance of coal mining in North Staffordshire in the 
past. These are:-
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1. Revamping the Foxfield Pit at Dilhome, near 
Cheadle, and linking this up with the Foxfield Steam 
Railway which runs from Blythe Bridge, 

2. A proposal by Aurora Mining Ltd to convert the 
abandoned Bassey Drift Mine near, Apedale, into a 
walk-in example of a working mine. 
NSGA 

LETTER FROM GERMANY 

The folowing letter was received earlier this year from a 
German mining historian. The letter is published in the 
"as received" form. 

"Besides caving I am interested in mining 
archaeology and underground exploration in abandoned 
mines. In the moment I am working on a somewhat 
difficult topic. 

In 1833 in the Harz Mountains in Germany, a mining 
engineer called Doerell invented a special mechanic to 
transport miners quick, safely and without exhaustion to 
the bottom of the shafts and to the surface again. This 
device was called "Fahrkunst" (known in the UK as a 
"man engine") and it was initially made out of two long 
parallel wooden logs which reached several hundred 
metres deep into the shafts. Every five or six metres there 
was a small board to stand on and a handgrip for the 
miners. Each log was moving alternatively up and down 
with a short standstill in the middle of the movement 
where the miners switched from one log to the other. So 
they were able to climb a 500m deep shaft in about half an 
hours time (amazing for the 1830's isn't it). 

These "Fahrkunst" machines got popular in manyl900 
mining areas as in Haez, Czchechoslowakia, Erzgebirge, 
Britain, Norway, Belgium France etc. They were used 
until the begining of the 20th century when more modem 
techniques were introduced. Nowadays only two (to my 
knowledge) Fahrkunst machines have survived, in 
Kongsberg/Norway and in St Andreasberg/Harz .. 

In almost every book on mining history the principles of 
the F ahrkunst are explained, but more information is rare. 
I am now collecting data on these topic to write eventually 
a paper about. Since now I have found 44 Fahrkunst 
machines, which beside Germany/Austria I have located in 
England (Dolcoath Mine in Cornwall and Silkstone Coal 
Mine in Yorkshire, in Kongsberg/Norway and on 
coalmines in Belgium. 

If you know any other or are interested in these topic, 
please let me know. THANKS". 
Thomas Krassmann, Echternstr.25, 31552 Rodenberg, 
Germany. 
Letter submitted by Phil Marshall 

"SLATE IN SNOWDONIA" COURSE 

These residential courses are held each year and are based 
at the Snowdonia National Park Centre at Plas Tan y 
Bwlch. Led by experts on Welsh Slate, they are highly 
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recommended and consist of field visits during the day and 
lectures in the evenings. 

The next course is devoted to "slab" - the production of 
slate for many purposes other than roofing - and runs from 
Sunday 11 to Friday 16 February 1996. The cost, ranging 
from £ 165 to £210, depends on the type of accomodation. 
It includes all meals, packed lunches and field visit 
transport. 

Further details are available from Snowdonia National 
Park Centre, Plas Tan y Bwlch, Maentwrog, Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, Gwynedd, LL4 l 3YU. Tel:- (01766) 590324. 
Graham Bullough 

LEAD MINES, WINSTER, DERBYS 

During 1995 work has concentrated on the removal of silt 
and debris from a sough or drainage level that had been 
driven during the 17th Century in the mine complex 
formed by the consolidated titles of Shack, Little and 
Drake Mines. This level, which is 1.7 metres high by 0.5 
metres wide, dips at an angle of approximately 30 degrees 
down from the working area. As water cannot flow away 
at the lower end it has become a serious problem. Some 
preliminary work was done in 1993, such as the laying of 
pipes, cables and track for a small railway but this season 
it has been necessary to install pumps and a generator to 
facilitate the removal of the water. The solid material is 
being removed by rail and stacked in worked areas, in the 
manner of the old miners, while the fines and water are 
pumped away to a lower level. Approximately 11 metres 
has been excavated. 

During exploration a wooden floor has been found which 
would have allowed the water to flow underneath while 
giving the miners access. The flowing water would have 
improved the air circulation in the mine. Most of the 
wood is being left in-situ as we have no means of 
preserving it on the surface. Other artefacts which have 
been discovered are parts of a leather boot and leather 
washers from rag and chain pumps. Assistance is being 
sought on the dating and preservation of the smaller items. 

Surveying is done and a photographic record made as the 
work progresses. Further research has been done in the 
Record Office at Chatsworth. 
DPenny 

CBA PRACTICAL HANDBOOK
UNDERGRQUND ARCHAEOLOGY 

The Council of British Archaeology has indicated that it is 
interested in the possibility of publishing a guide to 
underground archaeology as an issue in its "Practical 
Handbook" series. 

The proposed publication would be modelled on Practical 
Handbook No 12 - "20th Century Defences in Britain". 
To be successful, however, the proposed handbook should 
have contributions from a number of organisations/ 
specialist authors. 
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Any organisation or individual who would like to become 
closely involved with this project can obtain details, 
including details of previously published CBA Practical 
Handbooks, suggested topic headings and reading list 
from Paul Sowan, c/o CNHSS Ltd, 96a Brighton Road, 
South Croydon, Surrey, CR2 6AD. 

CIDSELHURST CAVES 

There is talk of the Chiselhurst Caves being closed to the 
public because of insufficient interest. It has been 
suggested that the site could be used for a supermarket or 
for housing. Chiselhurst is the only remaining chalk mine 
in Britain that has safe public access. 
(Subterranea Britannica) 

AIA AFFILIATED SOCIETIES WEEKEND 1996 

The Association for Industrial Archaeology will hold next 
years Affiliated Societies Weekend at Ironbridge from 
22-24 March 1996. The theme for this weekend 
conference will be "20th Century Industry, Obsolescence 
and Change". 

PDMHS is an Affiliated Society of the AIA and so our 
members are eligible to attend this event. 

For further information, please contact Mr G Knowles, 7 
Squirrels Green, Great Bookham, Leatherhead, Surrey, 
KT233LE 

MINING IDSTORY SOCIETY OF IRELAND 

Mining historians from the UK have been visiting Ireland 
for many years and many have said that an Irish mining 
history society was needed to co-ordinate activities on the 
wealth of remains over there. There are a number of Irish 
mining historians but these often worked independently, 
unaware of the existence of others. This has now changed 
thanks to the initiative of John Morris and others, who 
have set up the above society. 

The society will deal with all aspects of the pre-historic to 
recent extraction and processing of metalliferous, 
industrial and other minerals in the whole of Ireland (both 
Eire and Ulster). Objectives will be:-

the general promotion of awareness and 
appreciation of the mining heritage of Ireland 

to create and maintain an inventory of surface and 
underground mining heritage 

to actively participate in, facilitate and promote 
physical surveying and documentation of the 
extant mining heritage 

to create and maintain a catalogue and library of 
information to assist research into all facets of 
mining history and development 

to provide an active programme of lectures, field 
excursions, publications and newsletters 

to initiate, support and/or participate with others in 
the development of examples of mining heritage as 
tourist amenities 
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to promote a "Code of Practice" in relation to 
visiting and accessing sites above and below 
ground 

to provide representation on mining heritage to 
relevant statutory authorities. 

A meeting of interested persons was held at Dublin on 14 
October 1995 and the society was formed with a steering 
group to develop the constitution, etc. Acting officers 
are:-

John Morris (Dublin) 
Iain Legg (Belfast) 
Des Cowman (Waterford) 
Martin Critchley (Dublin) 

[Chairman] 
[Vice-Chairman] 
[Secretary] 
[Treasurer] . 

An inaugural general meeting will be held in Dublin on 10 
February 1996 to formally elect officers and to agree the 
constitution. New members are welcome to join now and 
the first subscription will be valid up until 31 ·December 
1996. 

It is hoped to organise a week long field meet next year, 
probably at two major mining sites. Activities could 
include exploration (hopefully including a winch), 
underground/surface surveying, recording, photography 
and basic preservation work. This will give new members 
the chance to visit some of the Irish mines and, in 
exchange, to help with the above activities. There are 
many mine entrances that have never been explored since 
abandonment and these are crying out for mine explorers. 

A database of information is being built up and the new 
group would appreciate donation of any original 
documents, plans, photographs, etc of Irish mine sites. 
Copies would equally be welcome. 

Further information on the society can be obtained from 
John Morris at :-
c/o Geological Survey of Ireland, Beggars Bush, 
Haddington Rd, Dublin 4 
TEL 00-353-1-604-1473, FAX 00-353-1-668-1782. 

TANKERVILLE MINE, SllROPSHIRE 

The Shropshie Caving and Mining Club sends thanks to 
all those who wrote to South Shropshire District Council 
about the threat to Tankerville Mine engine house. There 
has been a complete change of attitude over the last few 
months and things have changed from doom and gloom to 
optimism. Funds have been found from the council and 
English Heritage to build up the shaft, cap it and underpin 
the engine house - this work is currently taking place. 

The site is being acquired by the council and is soon to be 
transferred to the Shropshire Mines & Building Heritage 
Trust. The latter is being set up with three trustees from 
the local councils and seven from the Shropshire Caving 
& Mining Club. The Trust will be applying to English 
Heritage for a grant to repair the engine house in the 
Spring of 1996. It will then be responsible for the ongoing 
maintenance of the site. Further sites may be acquired as 
appropriate. 
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An application has been made for EEC funds to pay for 
setting up mining trails and interpretation boards in 
Shropshire. 
Adrian Pearce 

WHO IS OUT TO UNDERMINE SCMC? 

The Shropshire Caving and Mining Club (SCMC) is very 
concerned at the activities of unknown persons who are 
entering caves and mines in Wales and Shropshire in a 
very irresponsible manner. 

These persons have recently removed a fence from around 
a shaft at Rorrington Mine and left it unprotected. It took 
delicate negotiations to persuade the landowners that 
SCMC had not removed the barrier and to allow future 
access. In another incident in a Welsh cave, a number of 
clay models containing the initials "SCMC" were left 
underground (no SCMC member was involved). In the 
latest incident, fixed ropes were cut and hangers removed 
from Bwlch-y-Plym Mine. This equipment had been 
installed by a local outdoor centre who used the mine for 
trips and they asked SCMC if they had vandalised the 
equipment. 

SCMC is not just concerned at the irresponsible behaviour 
of these persons but the fact that they seem to be setting 
up SCMC to take the blame. Any information relating to 
the purpetrators of these incidents would be appreciated 
by SCMC. 
Adrian Pearce 

NAMHO FIELD MEET 1996 

The NAMHO Field Meet in 1996 will be hosted by the 
Plymouth Caving Group and will take place on 27-29 
September 1996. The meet will be based at Princetown 
on Dartmoor. "Bunk space" accommodation has been 
prebooked and camping facilities are available. Other 
types of accommodation are available if required. 

For further information, and to make requests for specific 
trips, please contact Pia Benson,7 Marchants Way, 
Meavy, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6PW. 

MONICA MAURICE 

Monica Maurice recently died at the age of 87. She was 
known in Sheffield as "the Lady of the Lamp" because of 
her involvement with family business, the Wolf Safety 
Lamp Company. 

She was an expert on explosive gasses and mine safety 
and she was encouraged in her early life by her father to 
take an active part in running and the development of the 
business. She was an inventive engineer and sound 
business woman and she worked in the business until her 
80th birthday. She revolutionised underground lighting in 
South Yorkshire pits in the 1930's and later developed 
Wolfs expertise in safety lamps for the oil and gas 
industry. Monica Maurice progressed from the research 
department of the company to become chairman and 
managing director in 1951 . She stayed in charge of the 
company for about 30 years. 



MAGPIE MINE DEVELOPMENT 

The restoration work on the Engine House is complete and the scaffolded chimney is 
being worked on. In the foreground, Society members are busy laying drains 

associated with the Magpie Cottage refurbishment. Photo by HM Parker. 

LETIER TO THE EDITOR 

"I feel I must write to show my appreciation of the 
quarterly Newsletter. I a lways look forward to receiving it 
and, after a quick glance through, I "ration" my reading to 
make it last as long as possible. 

I realise that a great deal of hard work goes into it's 
production. However, I also notice that most of the 
articles are submitted by the "faithful few" who work to 
keep the Newsletter alive. Surely in a Society the size of 
ours, there must be many more people who could find 
something of interest to write about . 

Anyway, my thanks go to all of you who work to produce 
such an interesting newsletter" . 
John Martin 

KJLLHOPE VISITOR CENTRE 

On a recent trip to Nenthead, a group of PDMHS 
members took time out to visit Killhope Visitor Centre. 
Whilst most of us had been to Killhope before, the 
objective of this visit was to see the "new" Park Level and 
the new waterwheel. 

There have been several attempts to dig through the 
collapses in the Park Level to give visitors an underground 
experience but it was found that the stopes were in a 
dangerous condition and another alternative was 
looked for. It was decided to construct a concrete box in 
the level and fit it out with features that are found in a 
typical mine of the area. There is a horse level, lined with 
stone from Flinty Fell; a section where the roof is 
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supported; shale beds; high stopes with mineral veins and 
plenty of water running along the level. 

Although the work area is still lit to a high level of 
illumination, due to the work not being complete, it was 
still difficult to see where the "real" stopped and the 
"unreal" began. When the work is complete the light level 
will be lowered and no-one will be able to see the joint! 

The highlight of the visit was the new water wheel which 
will be used to "pump" water from the lower levels of the 
mine. 

It has long been the ambition of Ian Forbes, the Killhope 
Project Officer, to have an underground waterwheel which 
would be large enough to achieve the appropriate dramatic 
effect. Durham County Council, who have backed the 
waterwheel project, had no experience of designing, or 
building, water wheels. The Friends of Killhope were, 
therefore, tasked with designing the new wheel. After a lot 
of research studying working and derelict water wheels, 
both on the surface and underground, a design was 
produced for a 18 foot diameter water wheel which was 18 
inches wide and had 48 buckets. 

The next problem was to get it built and installed. Enter 
Rolls-Royce Industrial Power Craft Training Centre. This 
establishment teaches craft skills to IPG employees on 
Tyneside. Students and graduates work in small groups 
on three month Design and Make Projects. 

So it was, in September 1994, five graduates found that 
they had to develop a method of erecting this 18 foot 
diameter water wheel, transporting everything 40 miles 
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from their base and getting it into position along a wet and 
narrow level in 15 weeks. 

The castings and wood components for the wheel were 
made by members of the IPG team and Durham County 
Council erected the support frame. The project was 
completed some two and a half weeks ahead of schedule 
after a lot of hard work by everyone involved in the 
project. A report on the project is included in the Friends 
of Killhope Newsletter 1995. (See reference to this 
project in PDMHS Newsletter No 74, April 1995) 

Back to our visit, the wheel looks very impressive and 
when it is turning continuously and "pumping" water it 
will look and sound wonderful. 

Do go to Killhope. It really is worth making the effort to 
visit this site. Try and go on a dry day so that you can 
wander about the site and take it all in. Climb up the 
hillside to see the !eats and reservoirs and don't forget to 
look for the rat in the mine shop. The tea room sells 
delicious food at very reasonable prices and there is a 
well-stocked book and souvenir shop. 

Thank you Ian For bes for showing us around the site, 
you should be proud of what you have achieved at 
Killhope. 
Monday Night Group 

REFERENCE SOURCE FOR RESEARCH INTO 
WELSH AND FOREST OF DEAN MINES 

Dr Ivor Brown reports that the Transactions of the British 
Society of Mining Students (1876- 1910) is a valuable 
source of material on mines in Wales and the Forest of 
Dean. 
WMS 

HELP W A.i.VfED 

ISAAC WATT BOWDEN (or BOLTON), ENGINEER 
OF ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, LANCASHIRE (Around 
1884 - 85) 

Does anyone have any information, however small, please 
about the above engineer who had a mining plant and 
equipment business in Ashton-under-Lyne? He dealt in 
winding engines and pumping equipment in 1884/85. 

Anything that can give us a clue to locate records relating 
to his business would be very much appreciated. Does 
anyone know where he conducted his business from in 
Ashton, where was his yard, are there any records relating 
to him in Records Offices? 

With his second name being "Watt" was it an established 
family business, run by his father, with him eventually 
joining the firm? Alternatively, was he engaged as an 
engineer for a similar firm in Ashton or the surrounding 
area? 

If any member can help I would be very grateful. 
Acknowledgements would be given to anyone contributing 
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information that helps us with the article that is currently 
being researched. All letters will be acknowledged and 
postage refunded. 
Margaret Howard, 1 Riber View, Oker, Matlock, DE14 
2JN 

HOLL YBANK TRIAL AND DALE MINE, ECTON 

A group of about a dozen members met at the Ecton car 
park on a glorious sunny morning, studiously ignoring the 
ice floating in the puddles. The walk from the car park to 
both sites was remarkable. It was the first time this year 
that we arrived at the entrance to a mine not gasping for 
breath. Leader of the meet, Len Kirkham, should be 
commended for finding mines to explore which have 
entrances at road level. 

The entrance to Holly bank gave us a hint of what we were 
to find inside. Liquid mud was running out of the mine 
and straight into the river which passes very close to the 
adit entrance. It was not obvious why the site for the trial 
was selected but it was suggested that the curious folding 
of the rocks at the entrance may have influeneed the choice 
of the site of the trial as, apparently, it is often noted that 
mineralisation occurs at such features. 

The bedding plane of the rocks at the entrance to the trial 
was about 60° in two directions from the top of the adit, 
like an inverted "V". As we progressed in bye the angle 
increased to 90° after which all manner of convolutions 
were noted as were a frog and, most amazingly, at the 
innermost forefield several hundred feet from daylight, 
cowpats. This at least explained why the level smelled 
like a farmyard. We can come across some rather dodgy 
cavers underground these days but thank goodness the 
beasts had managed to find their way back to daylight 
before we arrived on the scene. 

At the end of the level it is a turn right for a few yards to 
view the cowpats. If, instead a left turn is preferred, a 
slightly longer branch, one hesitates to use the word 
"vein", takes one to the other terminating forefield. At this 
point you can admir~ the flowstone or study the inlets 
were the stream originates. This water is perfectly clear 
as it enters the level yet within a few feet it has 
miraculously metamorphosed to mud. 

One can only wonder at the persistence of the speculators 
who financed the driving of this trial. It is so lengthy and 
spacious with no evidence of there being any ore 
anywhere. We must presume that ore was present 
somewhere in Hollybank Mine. There is a shaft mound 
some 400 feet north of the adit . 

Back into sunlight, a pleasant walk along the trackbed of 
the old railway soon brought us to the Dale Bridge and 
the entrance to Dale Mine. The very low entrance, 
complete with stream issuing forth, is adjacent to the 
bridge. 

The access was not as bad as expected as the 2 foot high 
entrance level opened up to walking height immediately 
after we had got our hands and knees wet. 
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The adit had been driven in 1805 and judging from the 
direction of the shot holes it had been driven from a shaft 
inbye. Like the Hollybank Level, Dale Mine has its fair 
share of geological curiosities. Not only can excellent 
examples of folding be seen but faults and slickensides are 
abundant. At one point we scrambled up into a 
remarkable chamber to view the folded rock, or synclinal 
axis, which had formed a domed roof and, in the same 
chamber, inverted anticlinal vaulting. 

Various side branches were explored and we had a 
breather at the pool that had been explored by cave divers 
and at the Nol Engine Shaft. This mine is much larger 
than the remains suggest. The No 2 Engine Shaft 
intersected the vein at I 01 fathoms. There was a steam 
engine on the top of the No 1 Engine Shaft, procured from 
the nearby New York Copper Mine (PDMHS Newsletter 
No 76, Oct '95) and this was connected to the No 2 Engine 
Shaft winder by means of flat rods. The level is blocked 
by a fall at what was obviously a trouble spot when the 
mine was worked. 

Dale Mine was identified by Farey as having much lead 
with ore in shale and some copper but he does not mention 
the 500 ounces of silver that were reputed to have also 
been extracted. The Dale Vein re-appears on the other 
side of the river and a short level can be explored as a 
south branch of the Clayton Adit. 

On behalf of the party I would thank Len Kirkham for 
organising such an excellent days activity. His knowledge 
of the mines and his informed running commentary made 
this an enjoyable and entertaining trip. 
David Arthur 

MINING INTEREST TOURS 1996 

Atalaya Tours are once more operating mining interest 
study tours in 1996 to the Iberian Penninsular, Britain and 
India. 

Full details are available from Atalaya Tours Ltd, 
Ceinionfa, Capel Dewi, Aberystwyth, SY23 3HR. 
Tel: (01970) 828989. 

ABSEILING PERMIT 

PDMHS has, for an initial trial period of one year (1996), 
a permit to use Bridge No 75 on the Monsal Trail at Chee 
Dale, Millers Dale, Derbyshire for abseil training and 
practice. Members wishing to make use of this facility 
should initially contact Paul Chandler, who is the permit 
holder. Paul will advise members on the conditions of use 
etc. and provide copies of any relevant documentation. 

Members must NOT use this facility prior to 
contacting Paul. Failure to comply with this rule could 
result in the Society losing the permit. 

Please contact Paul initially by phone, (01246) 220773, 
and then by letter. 

16 

GEOLOGICAL STUDY TOURS 

The Department for Continuing Education at The 
University of Bristof is, once again, organising a series of 
Geological Study Tours in 1996 to locations in Europe 
and the UK. Destinations will be Crete, Santorini, 
Tenerife and NW Scotland. 

Further information is available from Dr PG Hardy, 
Department of Continuing Education, 8-10 Berkeley 
Square, Bristol BS8 lHH. Tel: (01179) 287155. 

ANOTHER ARSON ATTACK NEAR 
CARLSWARK 

On 28 September 1995 another arson attack was made on 
a vehicle used by cavers whilst they were underground. 
Tl)e vehicle and all of their belongings were destroyed. 

The vehicle had been left at the Electricity Sub-station in 
Eyam Dale. This was the third such attack on vehicles left 
in the area in the last two years. On the same day a 
handline that had been left on the Gin Entrance was stolen. 

Members are advised to take special care in this area by 
either leaving a responsible adult with any vehicles or else 
park further down the A623 towards Stony Middleton in 
an obvious and public place. 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY EDITION OF THE . 
NEWSLETTER 

A number of articles submitted for this Newsletter have 
been held over for the next issue of the Newsletter. 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 4 March 1996. Copy can now be accepted 
on computer disc in virtually any popular word 
processing format. Do NOT include any control 
characters (underline, bold, tabs etc) on the disc. If in 
doubt as to whether your system is compatible, please 
contact the Editor. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, I 8 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 
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Registered Office, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 

Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessary reflect the opinion of the 

Society. 


