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12 May 
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23 June Meet - SRT/Ladder training Page 2 
1 July 
20-21 July 

Evening visit to Cromford Mill Page 2 
U/G Meet - Northern Dales Week End Page 3 

13-15 September 
27-29 September 
29 September 
25-27 October 
11-14 July 1997 

BCRA Conference - Sheffield Page 5 
NAMHO Field Meet - Dartmoor Page 3 
U/G Meet - Jugholes Page 3 
U/G Meet - North Pennines Week End Page 3 
NAMHO Conference - Darley Dale Page 3 

CORRECTION TO DIRECTOR DETAILS 

The telephone number for Dr TD Ford, Editor, 
should be (0116) 2715265 and NOT as shown in the 
January 1996 Newsletter. 

PRESERVATION STUDY GROUP 
CONVENOR 

For many years Dr Jim Rieuwerts has given 
outstanding service to the Society in his position as 
Preservation Study Group Convenor. Jim, like many 
other Society officials, is not getting any younger and 
has stated that he wishes to relinquish the post in the 
near future. The Directors of the Society are, 
therefore, looking for someone to take up this 
important position. 

Over the years that Jim has been the Preservation 
Study Group Convenor, he has built up a very good 
rapport with the Peak Park Planning Board, District 
and County Council personnel together with farmers, 
land owners and mineral operators. It is recognised 
that in order to maintain this relationship between 
these persons and the Preservation Study Group 
Convenor it is advisable that the new incumbent 
work with Jim for a period of time to become 
familiar with the job and the people outside the 
Society with whom he/she would be in contact. Jim 
has also recognised the importance of having a "hand 
over/training" period and has agreed to continue in 
post, for a limited period of time, until his successor 
feels competent to do the job. 

The Directors of the Society consider that the post of 
Preservation Study Group Convenor is too important 

for them to "press gang" someone into this post. 
Any member who is interested in becoming the 
Preservation Study Group Convenor of the Society is 
invited to contact the Hon Secretary, Keith Gregory, 
Tel: (01629) 55400, as soon as possible. 

PDMHS FEATURED IN THE NATIONAL 
PRESS 

The 17th February 1996 editionofthe Weekend 
Telegraph featured an article about a visit to the Peak 
Cavern/Speedwell Mine complex by their reporter 
David Walton. David had approached the Society in 
order to go on an underground trip and to feature 
PDMHS in the subsequent write up. He therefore 
joined a party visiting Peak Cavern that was lead by 
Paul Chandler. 

The report took up a complete page of the paper and 
described the visit in explicit detail. The author was 
very complimentary to Paul for both his leadership 
and sense of humour. 

The feature also included a highlighted frame that 
gave details of the Society, the benefit~ to members 
and membership costs. 

Editors Note:- I was in Temple Mine a week after 
the publication of this feature and two of the visitors 
to the mine had a copy of it. They had been to 
Tyneside for the weekend and on their journey back 



south they had diverted to Matlock Bath to visit the 
Museum and Temple mine on the strength of this 
article. I hope the Museum staff managed to provide 
them with an application form to join the Society. 

PRAISE FOR PDMHS BULLETIN 

The PDMHS Bulletin that was devoted to the 
publication of the papers presented at the "Mining 
before Powder" Conference (PDMHS Bulletin Vol 
12, No 3, 1994) has been reviewed in the publication 
"Minerals Industry International", January 1996. The 
reviewer, RA Ixer, was full of praise for the high 
standard of the content of the papers and the 
presentation of the publication. 

The "Mining before Powder" conference had been 
organised jointly by Peak District Mines Historical 
Society and the Historical Metallurgy Society 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. "MENDIP MINES" WEEKEND 

Friday 26th April - Sunday 28th April 1996 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Programme:-
Friday pm:- Underground Quarry Centre (Bath 

Stone Mine, Corsham). This is a show mine with an 
entrance charge (subject to confirmation). 

Saturday:- Box Stone Mine, Box, Wiltshire. 
This is a moderate grade trip. Bring your camera to 
this extremely complex old stone mine with some 25 
miles of passage available. There are numerous 
artefacts including jib cranes, saw sharpening 
benches, inscriptions etc. The majority of the 
passages are very large with very little crawling. A 
trip NOT to be missed!!! 

Sunday:- Sandford Levvy (Mine), Sandford. 
This is an easy/moderate trip which does not require 
any tackle. 

To receive further details, including details of 
accommodation available, and to book your place 
(no restriction on numbers), please telephone Paul 
Chandler on (01246) 220773, evenings only. 

2. "CORNISH MINES" WEEKEND 

PROPOSED dates Saturday 11th May - Monday 
13th May but may be subject to change. 

This event is an invitation from the Masson Caving 
Group for PDMHS members to join them for a 
weekend in Cornwall. 
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The event has been organised by Jim Durr and 
Sophie Eades and will be based in the St Just area. 
The underground trips will be lead by members of 
the St Just Mines Research Group. 

The underground trips will of varying degrees of 
difficulty and will be at Botallic/Wheal Hazard, Cape 
Cornwall/Priests Cove, Morvah/Rosemary, Bellen 
and Hermon. There will be a limit on the number of 
persons on each trip. 

There will also be surface walks available around the 
St Just Peninsular to include Botallic, Levant, 
Kenijack etc. 

For further details of the underground trips and 
accommodation available etc, please contact Jim 
Durr/Sophie Eades, tel:- (0121) 554 6523. 

3. ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE MINE, 
ASHFORD IN THE WATER, DERBYSHIRE 

Sunday 12th May 1996 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Easy dry trip for members only. Party size limited to 
12 persons. For further details and to book your 
place, please contact Paul Chandler on (01246) 
220773, evenings only. 

4. SRT, LADDER AND ABSEIL TRAINING 

Sunday 23rd June 1996 
Leader Paul Chandler 

To be held at Bridge No 75 on the Monsal Trail at 
Chee Dale. All members attending MUST have their 
own personal abseil or SRT equipment and must be 
able to use it without supervision. All members must 
be reasonably experienced in ladder or SRT 
techniques as "TOT AL EXPOSURE" will be 
experienced. 

The drop from the bridge is 75 feet and is not for the 
faint hearted. Numbers restricted to 7 PDMHS 
members. 

To receive further details and to book your place, 
please telephone Paul Chandler on (01246) 220773, 
evenings only. 

5. CROMFORD MILL 

Monday 1st July 1996 

Organiser:- Alan Mutter 

This is an evening visit to the Cromford Mill at 
Cromford. It is a joint meeting between PDMHS, 
The Arkwright Society and the Nottingham 
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Arkwright Society. Meet at the mill at 7.30pm. 
Light refreshments will be provided. 

Wives and children welcome. Please advise the 
Secretary (Keith Gregory (01629) 55400) or the 
Peak District Mining Museum (01629) 583834 two 
weeks before the event if you are attending. 

6. "NORTHERN DALES" MINES WEEKEND 
(SWALEDALE AREA) 

Saturday 20th July - Sunday 21st July 1996 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Saturday:- Sir Francis Level. (See PDMHS 
Bulletin Vol. 12 No 4). Grade moderate with wet suit 
(or small rowing boat) essential. Approx 1 mile 
wade in water to reach the engine chamber. There is 
a short ladder pitch into the mine level. 

Meet outside the Punch Bowl Inn, Low Row 
Village, Swaledale at 10.30am. 

Sunday:- Devils Hole Mine/Cave (See 
Northern Caves Vol I, pp198-200). Oversuit trip, 
no tackle required. Mine level has intersected natural 
cave passages (a phreatic maze). 

Meet outside the Punch Bowl Inn , Low Row 
Village, Swaledale at 10.30am. 

For further details, including details of 
accommodation available, please contact Paul 
Chandler on (01246) 220773, evenings only. 

7. JUGHOLES, MATLOCK 

Sunday 29th September 1996 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This is an easy cave and mine system. 

Further details in a later edition of the Newsletter 

8. "NORTH PENNINES WEEKEND", 
(NENTHEAD/ALSTON AREA) 

Friday 25th October - Sunday 27th October 1996 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Mines to be visited will include Smallclough, 
Rampgill and Brownley Hill. 

Further details in a later edition of the Newsletter 
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NAMHO FIELD MEET 1996 

The NAMHO Field Meet in 1996 will be hosted by 
the Plymouth Caving Group and will take place on 
27th - 29th September 1996. The meet will be based 
at Princetown on Dartmoor. "Bunk space" 
accommodation has been prebooked and camping 
facilities are available. Other types of 
accommodation is available if required. 

For further information, and to make requests for 
specific trips, please contact Pia Benson, 7 Marchants 
Way, Meavy, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6PW. 

Further information is available from Dr P G Hardy, 
Department of Continuing Education, 8-10 Berkeley 
Square, Bristol BS8 IHH. Tel: (01179) 287155. 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1997 

The next NAMHO Conference will be hosted by the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society. It will be 
held from 11th - 14th July 1997 and will be based at 
St Elphin's School, Darley Dale, Matlock, 
Derbyshire. The centre will have facilities for 
camping and caravans, as well as residential 
accommodation. Catering facilities will be available 
to all persons attending the conference. 

The theme of the conference will be "Mud and 
Water" and a number of eminent speakers are being 
invited to give short papers on the subject. 

A full programme of surface walks and underground 
trips, of varying difficulty, will be provided. It is 
expected that the Saturday Evening Social will be 
very informal. 

Further information, and requests for assistance in 
the organising and running of the Conference will be 
advised later. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

1. "Exploring Cornish Mines Vol 2. Seven Guided 
Tours" by K Brown and R Acton. Published by 
Landfall Publications, 1995. Soft covers, A5 size, 
192 pages including over 100 photos, maps, 
diagrams and other text figures. Cost £7.50. 

The book follows very much the pattern laid down in 
Volume 1, which was published in 1994. There are 
not many "old" photos as in Vol I, but there is more 
hard detail about each mine, albeit separated from the 
description of the walk by being boxed in as a 
footnote. This format has been provided following 
requests from users ofVol 1 who found that they 
required more information as their walk progressed. 
The fewer old photos is because they do not exist for 



some mines, whilst for others, the surviving photos 
are readily available in other publications and it was 
felt unnecessary to repeat them. Neither of these 
changes has affected the balance of the book, it is still 
very easy to follow in the field and the plans, 
illustrations and presentation of the information 
makes the sites easy to interpret. 

The standard of photo and book production is very 
high, and the maps are very clear and easy to follow. 
The work is a model for what is desperately needed 
in other mining areas of Britain. Just enough 
information on each mine to whet the appetite, 
together with clear instructions on how to find and 
interpret their remains. 
Dr IJ Brown 

2. "Managing the Industrial Heritage: its 
Identification, Recording and Management", edited 
by Marilyn Palmer and Peter Neaverson. Leicester 
Archaeology Monographs No 2, 1995. 150pp, 
ISBN 0 9510377 5 7. Obtainable from the School of 
Archaeological Studies, University of Leicester, 
Leicester, LEI 7RH. Cost £14.00. 

This nicely produced A4 size soft-back book contains 
the papers presented at a Seminar held in July 1994. 
There are 24 contributions in its 150 pages, six of 
them concentrating on mining or mining related 
topics with several others drawing on mining matters, 
though the titles sometimes give little clue of the 
content, e.g Gary Marshall's "The National Trust and 
Industrial Archaeology" refers to several mining and 
quarrying relics. None of the contributions is 
concerned with the Peak District though many of the 
general points apply. 

Non-mining topics include the Bradford area textile 
mills, Coventry's early motor car factories, 
waterways, brick-making, alum works and 
water-pumping engines. Surprisingly, some churches 
and chapels get mentions in an industrial book. All 
of the contributions are well illustrated, with clear 
reproduction of photos. The theme throughout 
follows the title - a discussion of what can or should 
be done and what is being done to record and 
conserve Britain's industrial heritage. So don't 
expect detailed descriptions of particular sites or 
buildings, though the illustrations go some way 
towards redressing that fact. The editors are to be 
congratulated on getting this all together. 

I have one criticism - the mustard-coloured cover, 
which is based on the fine aerial photo of Hungry 
Hushes in Arkengarthdale, and which is shown on 
page 65, looks like a medical close-up of something 
thoroughly nasty and ulcerated! 
Dr T DFord 

3. "Mines of the Gwydyr Forest. Part 6. Pandora 
and Other Mines in North West Gwydyr" by John 
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Bennett and Robert W Vernon. A5, 116pp, ISBN 0 
9514798 5 7. Published by Gwydyr Publications. 
Cost £6.50. 

This is the sixth and penultimate volume in the series 
"Mines of the Gwydyr Forest". The authors have 
continued with their now recognisable style to 
produce another very readable book. The workings 
described cover a period of ac;ivity from the mid 
16th Century to the early dec'ades of the 20th 
Century. These were largely concerned with lead 
mining, with a revival for zinc in the latter part of the 
1800's. The area includes one of the last lead 
ventures in Gwydyr in the early part of the 20th 
Century. 

As the title suggests, the mine which dominates the 
north west of the chosen area is the one which has 
become generally known as the Pandora Mine 
although it has been known by at least a dozen names 
during its life. The main workings discussed are all 
based around Llyn Gererionedd, mainly to the south 
with some very small ventures to the north ofLlyn 
Cratnant. 

The book is laid out as the earlier volumes and the 
lesser ventures are described first, which takes up 
some 17 pages out of a total of 116 pages. There are 
three fold out plans and sections of the Pandora Mine 
and a fold out plan of Eagle Lead Mine (Pandora) Oil 
Flotation Mill of cl 930. It is difficult to see how 
anyone other than the promoters of the various 
ventures described managed to make any sort of 
return on their investment. It certainly did not take 
royalty owners long to realise that receiving royalties 
was a much safer bet than actually getting involved in 
"digging". 

There are some fascinating stories of the promotion 
of the Pandora sett over the years and one in 
particular that is based on the disused New Pandora 
Lead Mill, which became known as the K.londyke 
Mine, needs to be read to be believed. The authors 
have in this case managed to get first-hand 
information on this "classic" confidence trick 
concerning a "mountain" of silver. 

There are 10 fairly recent photographs of the 
Pandora Mine and 21 maps and diagrams, all of 
which are well presented. Unfortunately, as in 
previous volumes in the series, there is a scarcity of 
photographs that were taken at the time of mining 
activity. This volume maintains the standard already 
achieved and readers will, I am sure, be looking 
forward now to the final edition, Vol 7 Cae Coch -
Coed Gwydyr - Trecastell, to complete the series. 
Damian Mccurdy 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

1. "Gold in the Counties of Cornwall and Devon" by 
Simon Camm. Comish Hillside Publications, St 
Austell 1995. 116pp. Cost £9.65. 

This has separate sections on South Devon, 
Dartmoor and the Crediton area, and is 
well-researched and referenced 

2. "Mining and Quarrying in the Teign Valley" by 
Stafford Clark. Orchard Publications, Dawlish, 1995. 
60pp. Cost £4.50. 

This book includes several previously unpublished 
photographs. 

3. "The Rise and Demise of a Dartmoor Mine: The 
Wheal Friendship Minute Book & Ledgers 
1816-1875" by Mike Brown. Dartmoor Press, 
Lipson Court, Greenbank Rd, Plymouth, Devon PL4 
7JG. 50pp, includes an A3 map Cost £4.95. 

This is Volume 9 in the Dartmoor Archive 
Researcher's Transcripts & Guides 

4. "Ramsley Copper Mine, South Zeal. Dartmoor" 
by Tom Greeves. Lightmoor Press, 120 Farmers 
Close, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX8 6NR. Cost of 
journal £5.00. 

This is a short article in Archive, No 7, June 1995, 
pages 58-65. It contains previously unpublished 
photographs ofRamsley Mine, South Zeal, plus 
identifications of numerous miners. 

SAL TS LEVEL, ECTON 

A very wet December day saw a group of slightly 
bedraggled members gather on the roadside above 
the site of the former creamery and cheese factory in 
the Manifold Valley at Ecton. Deserted by Paul 
Chandler, who had disappeared into Birch's level, we 
listened attentively to Geoff Cox as he gave us a 
detailed and fascinating description of the history, 
geology and mining remains on Ecton Hill . 

Entering Ecton Deep Level, we made our way along 
the crosscut to the main chamber, where we spent 
some time examining the flooded Water Engine Shaft 
and Deep Shaft. We looked at the inner end of Apes 
Tor Sough and Geoff explained the working of the 
bucket operated balance beam engine that had 
pumped water from the workings from 1783 
onwards. 
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Retracing our steps along the Deep Adit, we arrived 
at the Ecton Pipe working and ascended a variety of 
ladders to reach Salts Level, along which we made 
our way out to daylight . 

Grateful thanks are due to Paul Chandler for 
organising this meet and especially to Geoff Cox for 
the guided tour of his mine and his enthusiastic 
explanation of the mine's history. 
Mike Higgins 

FOR YOUR DIARY 

BCRA "National Caving Conference" at Sheffied on 
Friday 13th September - Sunday 15th September 
1996. 

LEAD MINES, WINSTER, DERBYSHIRE 

In the last Newsletter there was a brief description of 
the PDMHS project that is at present being 
undertaken at Winster. As a result of the publication 
of this short article we felt that a more detailed 
description about past and present work is overdue. 

Two years ago the group completed the two 
fore-poling projects that it was undertaking. 
Attention was then focused on unblocking the 
inclined coffin level which lay 60 feet to the east of 
Shaft 55. Shaft 55 is square in section and is hand 
picked, having been sunk by the soughers to gain 
access to the sough that was being driven up the 
valley (from a point not yet known) to intersect 
Shack and Drake Veins, with extensions to Little and 
Mary Veins. We estimate that the sough was driven 
in about 1680. Currently the sough is not active, 
being left high and dry when later drainage levels 
were driven from a lower contour. 

The first attempt we made was to pipe water from 
Little Vein into the sough in the hope that ifthe 
water would flow down the sough and wash away 
the mud etc. it could save a lot of work. This was 
not to be, the sough just filled up to the top and took 
some weeks to subside. After a long debate it was 
decided to dig the silt and mud out, but there was a 
lot to be done in the way of preparation before the 
digging could be started. 

A small gauge railway had to be installed along the 
coffin level, which connected Little and Shake Veins, 
to the point were the inclined level is situated. 
Because the floor was made up of mud and was very 
spongy, a wooden floor had to be laid before the 
railway could be installed. A second railway was also 
installed in the upper pipe working of Shack Vein, 
where suitable space was available for the disposal of 
the more solid waste. Access from the lower 
workings of Shack Vein to the upper pipe had to be 
made, and this entailed drilling and chiselling out 
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large amounts of vein wall. A stow was 
manufactured and installed at the top to enable the 
buckets to be transferred. 

The main problem was going to be the very large 
amount of mud that had run into the sough over the 
years that it was in operation. The solution was to 
move it to a large worked out chamber some 300 feet 
away from the bottom of the shaft. A cistern was 
installed in the shaft with a 4 inch pipe in the bottom 
which then descended down the shaft and on into the 
chamber. To assist the mud flow down the pipe, two 
11 /2 inch pipes were laid, the first was from a dam 
built in Little Vein and the other from a dam in Shack 
Vein. A mesh was placed on top of the cistern to 
separate rock and wood from the silt, this then being 
transferred up into the vein. 

Work started with the removal of silt and rock, 
together with large quantities ofbarites, which was 
moved by tub into the upper part of Shack Vein. 
Every thing went well until we returned for the next 
onslaught only to find that the sough was full to the 
top with water. 

Overcoming this meant purchasing a 110 volt 
generator and pump, and cable which had to run 
down the shaft to where the pump was installed. 
There also had to be a 2 inch pipe laid from the pump 
to the cistern in the shaft. The pipe proved to be a 
nuisance as it had to be removed every time the tub 
was wanted, as there is so little room in the bottom 
of the coffin level. 

The pump worked well at :first but was very slow, so 
a second pump was installed. This improved things 
but the pumps soon became blocked with barites, and 
we could find no cure to this problem. As the sough 
got deeper the water volume increased and the two 
small pumps were taking up to 3 hour to remove the 
water. A large siphon system was tried but without 
success. If the project was to succeed drastic 
measures were needed. 

A 2 inch mono pump and a 1 hp. 110 volt motor 
were purchased and coupled together, but it was 
found that the motor was not up to the starting load. 
The next thing to be tried was a 3 hp. Petter diesel 
engine running at 1500 rpm. This was successful so 
the pump and engine were di,smantled and shipped to 
Winster and reassembled in the coffin level at the top 
of the sough. 

During the time the pump was being assembled and 
tested, a lot of other underground work was needed. 
With a large pump comes large diameter pipes and it 
was obvious from previous experience that there was 
not enough room in the level to accommodate these 
and the railway. The rails and wooden floor were 
removed to facilitate the installation of the pipes 
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underneath. This meant that the mud and rock etc. 
had to be removed then the floor and the rails relaid. 

A diesel engine 200 feet underground has its 
problems as the exhaust has to be dealt with. First it 
has to be cooled before it can be piped to the surface. 
This was achieved by passing it through a coil of 
copper pipe placed in a steel container full of water. 
With the water pumping problem now under control 
we could proceed. A third railway has been installed 
into the sough to reduce the amount of effort that 
was required to pull a drag tray up the 50 foot long 
18 degree sloping level. The transfer of buckets from 
the lower railway to the middle one was also causing 
trouble, so a pulley system has been installed to 
overcome this. 

At the time of writing, (20-1-96), the incline sough is 
now 50 feet long and has just started to· level out. On 
an average weekend we are removing 30 buckets of 
infill and this should now increase. As the work has 
progressed a number of artefacts have been found; 
leather boots, leather washers, (from rag and chain 
pumps), two long wooden handles, a 3 foot long shot 
hole scraper, parts of cloth and wool garments and 
the wooden floor which is still in situ. The wooden 
floor is having to be removed to facilitate digging but 
is being stored safely underground. 

The leather boots have been sent away for dating, 
and the results gave a date of 1843. We are in the 
process of having the dye in the cloth tested with the 
hope that this will also reveal its date. 
Dave Penny & Evelyn Dixon 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr I Forbes 27 Montague St, Lemington, 
Newcastle on Tyne, NE15 8RY 

Mr P S Jackman 116 Gypsy Lane, Kettering, 
Northants, NN16 SUB 

Mr A S Martin 17 Beech Rd, Elloughton, 
Brough, 
North Humberside, HU15 lJX 

Mr C Somerville 3 Simonburn, Oxclose, 
Washington, 
Tyne and Wear 

Imperial College Central Library of London 
Head of Acquisitions, 
Prince Consort Rd, London, 
SW72AZ 

JOURNAL INDEX 

The 1995(3) edition of the Journal of the Great Orme 
Exploration Society contains a complete index by 
author for articles published in the Journal from 1989 
to 1995. It also contains an index by subject for 
articles published from 1991to1995 



NEW HOME FOR COLLIERY HEADGEAR 

The last colliery to be worked in the South 
Derbyshire Coalfield was Cadley Hill Colliery. This 
colliery was closed in 1988 due, it was stated, to the 
coal having a high sulphur content which meant that 
the market for the coal was very limited. The site is 
now part of the Nadins opencast site which is 
operated by RJB. 

When the site was cleared the headgear was left 
in-situ. It has recently been dismantled and it is 
currently stored at the Nadins site. 

South Derbyshire District Council recognises the fact 
that Cadley Hill Colliery was a vital part of the area's 
heritage. It also believes that some monument should 
be erected to commemorate the coal mining heritage 
of the area. 

The Council has, therefore, decided to incorporate 
the Cadley Hill Colliery headgear in the proposed 
Swadlincote Woodland scheme, a scheme which is 
designed to convert reclaimed pit waste tips in the 
town into part of the .new National Forest. 
Wes Taylor 

PORTLAND QUARRIES 

The Wealden Cave and Mine Society Newsletter 
(News of the Weald) No 16 includes an intersting 
article on the stone quarries at Portland, Dorset. 
The article describes the geography and geology of 
Portland together with descriptions as to how the 
stone was quarried before and after the advent of 
steam power. Up to the early 1900's most of the 
stone was taken from Portland by sea. 

One major local use of the stone was for the 
construction of the Portland breakwater. It is 
estimated that some 4m tons of stone was quarried 
by convicts to build this structure and all of the 
associated military property. The construction of the 
breakwater was started in 1848 and completed in 
1904. 

A small amount of stone is still quarried but a lot of 
what was once waste material is crushed for 
roadstone and for use in other civil works. 
News of the Weald 

PLANNING APPLICATION REJECTED 

Staffordshire County Council have rejected plans to 
opencast coal from Rookery Farm, Bentilee, 
Stoke-on-Trent, because the site is in Green Belt 
country and it is adjacent to Parkhall Country Park 
and the Bentilee housing estate. The minerals 
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company H.J. Banks had wanted to extract 60,000 
tonnes of coal over 28 week period. 
NSGGA 

YORKSHIRE WATER PROSECUTED 

Yorkshire Water has been fined £2, 700, for illegally 
abstracting water at a disused mining site on some 27 
occasions last summer. The water was taken illegally 
from its Eagle Level Adit, near Pately Bridge and 
resulted in the water flow in Rash Dike, a 
watercourse fed from old mine workings, being 
noticeably reduced. 
NRA "Catch", Summer 1995 

LOSS OF EXPEDITION FUNDING 

The Sports Council has decided not to continue 
paying a grant of £12,500 per year to the National 
Caving Association to support expedition travel 
costs. Grants were allocated to expeditions by the 
Association on the recommendation of the Ghar 
Parau Foundation Awards Committee. 

The decision follows a change in policy at ministerial 
level, where it is believed that the Sports Council 
should be supporting Olympic and competitive sports 
at the expense of recreational activities. It is a 
complete reversal of Sports Council policy in 
previous years. The Sports Council say that "the 
programme did not accord with the Sports Council's 
definition of excellence, since it was largely 
concerned with geographic and scientific research 
and discovery rather than sporting excellence. 

HONISTER SLATE QUARRY 

The drive up Borrowdale on a Sunday morning in 
October last was nothing short of outstanding. The 
weather was clear, warm and dry, but the view of 
Honister Hause from the road above Seatoller 
revealed nothing of what was in store for us during 
the day to come. 

With preparations complete our guide Alastair 
Cameron, author of'Slate from Honister' and 
co-author of'Beneath the Lakeland Fells', proceeded 
to lead us up the wrong side of the pass! Fortunately 
there was method in his madness as the best place see 
the external remains of the Honister workings is from 
the opposite side of the pass, on the road up to Yew 
Crag Quarry. Honister crag has to be seen to be 
believed, at 2138 feet (648 Metres) AOD it makes an 
impressive sight when the clouds are high enough. 

Walking back to the Hause we passed the mill 
buildings, reputedly still full of the original machines. 
In times past the reduction and splitting of slate was 
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The Honister Tenninous of the Arial Ropeway 
Photo by Andrew Hurrell 

carried out on the crag, usually just inside the 
entrances of the adits, but mechanisation in 1926 
resulted in the mill being built. 

Climbing Honister Crag by the access road, we 
passed the Kimberley EX:temal Incline Drum House, 
which has been conserved by the Mines Of Lakeland 
Exploration Society, before arriving at the Kimberley 
Top Level entrance. The entrance has been partially 
blocked with rubble and large slabs, but it was an 
easy entrance for those used to Derbyshire metal 
mines. Inside, the adit was typical of those in slate 
mines elsewhere, large enough to bring 2 ton stabs 
(the Cumbrians call them clogs) out on rail wagons. 
A short walk along here through a little water, 
brought us to the top of the Kimberley Internal 
Incline. 

The Kimberley incline uses a large carriage to 
transport the smaller quarry wagons. The carriage is 
designed so that although the rails on the incline 
slope at around 30 degrees, the slab bogie is always 
level. The electric winch at the top hauled the dead 
weight of carriage and bogie up the incline. 
Unfortunately anno domini has got the better of the 
wrigley tin shelter which has collapsed over the 
winch. 

During the working life of the quarry, the incline was 
the main access route for man as well as materials, so 
its entire length is fitted out with ladders, allbeit 
wooden ladders with the occasional rung rnjssing. 
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From the bottom of the incline, a level leads out to 
Road End, in its time a busy interchange for traffic 
down to the Hause. The level includes several 
lengths of "Matt Spedding" tunnels of differing 
patterns through back filled chambers, before 
opening out into a chamber at the entrance. 
Although this is the largest and most convenient (ie 
not at the top of the hill) entrance, it is blocked to the 
amateur explorer and inquisitive tourist alike by 
large steel gates. 

The mine tour for us continued underground, along 
the link level to the Honister Vein. Although now 
blocked for about half of it's length, this level had a 
considerable impact in its time. Not only did it 
improve the access to and from the Honister Vein, 
particularly in bad weather, but it also caused the 
introduction of compressed air to the quarry after the 
men had seen the contractors driving the tunnel at 
work with pneumatic drills for the first time. 
Interestingly the centre section of the level, now 
mostly collapsed was formed by 'cut and cover' as it 
is very close to the surface, so much so that at the 
'hole in the wall' there is an iron framed window 
originally giving light in and a view out, but now 
allowing access in to the far side of the collapse and 
shortening a rather precarious walk along the side of 
the crag. 

The link level opens out on to the Bull Gill Incline, 
crossed by a makeshift girder incline up to Lancaster 
No 2 level and the entrance to the Honister Vein 
workings. It is here that there is another of the 



significant remains of the past methods, the aerial 
ropeway terminus. Once used to transport slate 
clogs down to the Hause via Road End, where there 
was an intermediate station, the system was a great 
improvement on previous methods but was plagued 
by the ice and strong winds of a Lakeland winter. 
The link level spelled the end for the ropeway and the 
more accessible parts have long since gone for scrap. 
As with the Kimberley Vein workings, the Honister 
Vein workings are interlinked by a carriage incline, 
but in this case there is no electric winder as the 
incline carriage is balanced by a large iron weight on 
wheels. Unfortunately, the foot of the incline was 
partially dismantled shortly before closure, however 
all the significant parts remain. 

The operation was that the carriage when carrying a 
loaded bogie, would descend hauling up the balance 
weight and controlled by the manual brake. Once at 
the bottom an empty sled would replace the loaded 
one, and the carriage, now two or three tons lighter 
would be hauled back up by the balance weight. The 
only energy required by the system was from the 
poor brakeman who would have to hand wind the 
incline if something went wrong. 

The probably unique and undeniably impressive 
feature of the upper Honister workings are the 
stacked slate waste. It is not uncommon for disused 
chambers and pits to be backfilled with waste 
material but when this tipping endangers a route that 
is still in use, a tunnel is built and then tipped over, 
here however the waste was painstakingly stacked 
into dry stone walls up to 30 feet height and now 
unfortunately in danger of collapse, if not already 
collapsed. 

Our trip took us to the top of the workings at Ash 
Gill and in doing so we passed a number of unstable 
areas and sites of recent falls. Ash Gill is one of the 
oldest areas to be worked and is situated high on the 
crag. The early workers of 300 years ago must have 
endured extreme hardship to make a living from such 
a remote site. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler for, once more, 
organising such an interesting meet. 
Andrew Hurrell 

SOUTH CROFTY SET FOR A LONG LIFE 

The future of South Crofty Tin Mine, the last 
producing tin mine in the UK is looking very 
attractive and further investment is being made at the 
mine. Tin prices have recently reached some 
$7,000/mt with a forecast that the price could reach 
$10,000/mt by the end of the century. 
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It is planned to deepen the Roskear Shaft to give 
better access to higher grade ores on the 445 and 470 
fathom levels. Current access is via a decline. 

It is also proposed to move the mill from the Wheal 
Jane to South Crofty. This action would eliminate 
the current road transport of ore from South Crofty 
and the mill at Wheal Jane. It would also enable the 
tailings to be disposed of underground at South 
Crofty. 
Engineering and Mining Journal 

CONSERVATION OF NEW VENTURE MINE, 
CASTLETON 

In the last issue of the Newsletter, the preservation of 
New Venture Mine was briefly mentioned by our 
Chairman in his report to the Society for 1995. I 
would like to take this opportunity to inform 
members of the Society of the work that was done at 
this site during the latter part of 1995. 

As part of the Castleton Heritage Walk in the 
summer of 1995 that was lead by Dr Jim Rieuwert, 
we visited New Venture Mine. While the members in 
attendance looked around the surface remains of the 
mine, several discussions took place regarding the 
need to make a start on the capping of the various 
shafts on site. It was decided to have some large 
metal grills made to cover the major shafts and to 
make other shafts on the site safe. 

A few weeks later I was informed that the shaft grills 
were nearing completion and so Keith Gregory, my 
son Carl and myself arranged to go to the mine to 
prepare the ground around the two shafts that were 
to be capped. The following week a larger group of 
members assembled at the mine to fit the grills into 
place, hard and heavy work but the task was safely 
completed. 

Two weeks later, the group returned to concrete the 
grills firmly into place, the materials for this part of 
the work kindly being supplied by Blue Circle who 
own the land on which the mine is situated . 

The group have returned to the mine on other 
occasions to make safe two other shafts and fill in a 
small collapsed area on the run of the vein. There is 
still a great deal of work to be completed at New 
Venture Mine, with very dangerous collapses to be 
made safe and years of farm debris rubbish etc to be 
cleared away . 

I am sure that during 1996 more preservation work 
will be carried out at New Venture Mine. I would 
like to thank the others members of the group for the 
effort that has been made to preserve the mine so far. 
Anyone wishing to join the group should contact me. 
Tel:- (01298) 814822 
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WARNING If other members of the Society 
visit the mine to observe the work that the group has 
done, please be very careful in the smaller belland 
yard area because of the numerous and seemingly 
bottomless collapses in the vein that are open to the 
surface. 
Chris Heathcote 

PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM, 
MATLOCK BATH 

The winter season has seen more development of the 
museum with the construction or updating of several 
small, and one large, displays. The larger one, at the 
time of writing, is the mining agent/assaying, 
surveying and mineralogical display. This display 
contains a large number of mineralogical samples 
from the Howie Collection (yes, of Deer, Howie and 
Zussman, authors of the standard mineralogical 
work). 

Upstairs, some glass cabinet displays have been 
refurbished. Additions have been made to show 
more uses of lead. An 18th Century coffin is now 
featured, together with displays that illustrate the 
development of explosives, drilling and the washing 
and dressing oflead ore. Downstairs there is a new 
swish Magpie Mine display. 
There have also been changes to the shop and, after 
the fire, the refurbishment of the Pump Room has 
now been completed. To encourage you to visit the 
Museum, our mining book section, for a long time 
the best available in the UK, is expanding rapidly. 
We look better now than we ever did - thanks mainly 
to our Monday Night Team. 

At Temple Mine we are planning a major expansion 
of the facilities at this site. Some of the preliminary 
work is now being carried out and full plans will be 
available shortly. These plans will be displayed at the 
Museum when they become available. 
Lynn Willies 

LEAD LEVELS IN BLOOD LINKED TO 
FATTY DIET 

An article in USA Today (10 January 1996) details 
recent research in the USA which suggests that 
dietary fat and total calorie intake independently 
control the level of blood lead: the less fat and total 
calories eaten, the less lead in the blood; the fattier 
and more calorfic the diet the more potentially 
harmful lead in the blood. The study was carried out 
on 296 downtown (inner-city) Baltimore 
pre-schoolers by Mary Sexton of the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine 

Poor youngsters living in older, urban housing are 
most vulnerable, but middle class urban children are 
far from immune, particularly if they live in older 
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homes. Studies on animals suggest bile acids secreted 
in the digestion of fats aid absorption. 

A comment from Dr William Dietz at Boston 
Medical School is more cautious, in that the sample 
was restricted to inner-city children and may not be 
true of the broader population. 

The references to older and inner city homes has 
some relevance to this country too and comes 
from the use oflead paints which was once prevalent 
These were, however, much more lavishly 
applied in the US than the UK, where "Dutch Lead" 
paints, based on barite and zinc oxide, 
substituted for white lead to a considerable degree 
(for example, being produced from c.1851 at 
the High Tor Colour Works at Matlock Bath). 

From an historical perspective, the link with fat 
intake is a particularly interesting finding since a high 
fat intake, from bacon or dripping, was commonly 
used as a preventative or antidote to poisoning in 
workers at smelting mills and white and red-lead 
manufactories since at least the 11th Century to early 
this century. A somewhat unfortunate parallel was 
the use of a 1-2% sulphuric acid drink (bolstered by a 
dash of lemon and sugar by the more paternalistic 
employers), which, from around 1880 was taken each 
morning by workers in the lead industry. This was 
intended to convert ingested oxide to insoluble 
sulphate. About 1925 it was found that the sulphate 
was more soluble in gastric juices than the ingested 
material would have been and so the practice was 
discontinued. The collective feeling of those with 
years of acid-drinking has not been communicated to 
us, but it might well be imagined. 
Lynn Willies. 

PLEASLEY COLLIERY, NORTH 
DERBYSHIRE 

Pleasley Colliery is unique. The site contains the last 
two headgears and engine houses in North 
Derbyshire. The headgears are suffering from 
corrosion but they are not in any danger because they 
are not subjected to high loadings which would be 
the case if they were being used to wind loads. The 
two engine houses contain rare steam winding 
engines. The majority of the site has been cleared but 
the remaining structures have been Listed and are 
comparatively safe for the future. 

One of the steam winders was manufactured by the 
Lilleshall Company at the turn of the century, 
although there is a suggestion that it is a rebuild of an 
earlier machine. The other winder is the last 
remaining Markham Steam Winder that had been 
manufactured at Chesterfield in the mid 1920's. One 
of the engine houses is intact but, unfortunately, the 
roof has been removed from the other one. It is 
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believed that the headgears were the first steel plate 
headgears to be manufactured by Stanton Steelworks 
who became owners of the colliery. 

There is a tremendous amount oflocal support for 
the retention of these structures. A number of 
suggestions have been made as to how they can be 
incorporated into other proposals to convert the 
overall colliery site into a country park or similar 
amenity. 

The Pleasley & New Houghton Action Group 
recently organised a public meeting to discuss the 
means of protecting these structures and associated 
equipment. The meeting was extremely well 
supported and was attended by representatives of 
local councils and others who supported the retention 
of the Pleasley Colliery structures. PDMIIS was 
represented at the meeting. 

Following a technical assessment of the structures 
and the winders, a presentation was made of the 
alternative practical methods that are available to set 
up an organisation to fund, organise the restoration 
and the future management of the site. It was 
decided to set up a Charitable Limited Company and 
a small group of volunteers agreed to form the basis 
of this proposed organisation. 

It is still early days and PDMIIS is wholly supportive 
of this venture. 
Wes Taylor 

STONEY MIDDLETON MINE LEVELS 

A group often members met on a pleasant autumn 
day with a view to sampling the delights of some of 
the more obscure mine levels in Stoney Middleton 
Dale. 

Heading west up the Dale, we left the road at the 
lower entrance to Streaks Pot, pausing to lift the lid 
and peer down the short oil drum lined shaft. A steep 
climb up the dale side brought us to the un-named 
mine referred to in Caves of Derbyshire as Level 8. 
A laddered descent of the shaft led to a hundred feet 
of passage which ended in a wallow through the 
usual liquid mu~ that led into a small solution 
chamber. The return journey to the road was 
accomplished quickly by the expedient of sliding 
down the steep hillside, leading in the case of one 
female member of the party to the create a new 
fashion in shredded oversuit bottoms! 

Walking back down the road, we made our way up 
The Delph to enter Delph Hole, which was high up 
on the east side of the dale. From here we headed 
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down the hill to another un-named mine, Level 7. A 
look at the level above established that the 
connecting winze had collapsed at the top, 
compelling us to negotiate a tight entrance squeeze. 

Following a break for lunch, it was another stiff climb 
up to Shining Cliff Mine which is located at the base 
of the top cliff above the dale. The narrow passage 
on Shining Scrin contained a number of interesting 
miniature formations before ending at a collapsed 
wmze. 

Climbing back down to the footpath, we passed the 
entrance to Carlswark Cavern en route to our final 
underground visit at Level 5. A large rift entrance 
led to a climb up into a level followed by a squeeze 
to the base of a short winze. This led to a further 
level through which the by now much (jepleted party 
of five entered a final natural chamber with a low 
passage off to the right that draughts to Ivy Green 
cave . 

Thanks to Paul Chandler for organising and leading 
this interesting meet to some little-visited mines. 
Mike Higgins 

COPY FOR THE JULY EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 4th June 1996. Copy can now be 
accepted on computer disc in virtually any popular 
word processing format. Do NOT include any 
control characters (underline, bold, tabs etc) on the 
disc. If in doubt as to whether your system is 
compatible, please contact the Editor. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent 
to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SW ADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Charity No 504662 
Registered Office, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 

Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessary reflect the opinion of the 

Society. 
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