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20-21 July 
- 28 July 

U/G Meet - Northern Dales Weekend 
Surface Walk- Lake District 
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- 2-4 August Study Weekend- Cotswolds 
10 August 

- 25 August 
Surface Meet - Nottingham 
Surface Walk- Lake District 

- 13-15 September 
- 13 September 

BCRA Conference - Sheffield 
BCRA U/G Meet 

14 September 
,,-- 27-29 September 

29 September 

Reunion - Wills Founder 
NAMHO Field Meet - Dartmoor 
VIG Meet - Jugholes 

--29 September 
25-27 October 

Surface Walk - Lake District 

7 December 
11-14July1997 

VIG Meet - North Pennines Weekend 
AGM & Annual Dinner. 
NAMHO Conference - Darley Dale 

TO RE-TITLE OR NOT TO RE-TITLE 

You will recall that a questionnaire about the future 
title of the Bulletin was included with the last 
Newsletter. The case was presented for changing the 
name to "Mining History, The Bulletin of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society" and the 
disadvantages of such a move were stated. 

About 10% of the membership took the trouble to 
reply, a reasonable number in such an exercise. At 
the time of the last meeting of the Committee of 
Management on 26th April, 73 .5% had reported in 
favour of the change, 17.7% were against and 8.8% 
offered alternatives. At the time of writing (7/5/96), 
answers have almost dried up but the members in 
favour now stand at 73.0%, against 16.2% and the 
remainder 10.8%. 

The comments, some at length, were passed to the 
Editor for his consideration but the final decision was 
not made by him but by the Committee of 
Management at their meeting of 26th April. There 
was some urgency to make the decision because the 
next edition of the Bulletin will be the first of the next 
volume, a good time to change should that be the 
outcome. 

Based both on personal preference, and the result of 
the consultation of the members, the Committee of 
Management voted in favour of the change in the title 
with one abstention. On behalf of the Committee I 
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would like to thank the people who returned the 
questionnaires. 
Keith Gregory 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP FOR ROY 
PAULSON 

In March of this year, Roy Paulson resigned as our 
Honorary Treasurer. His period of office would 
normally end at the next AGM and he would be 
eligible for re-election. To bridge the gap Wes 
Taylor, our previous Chairman and current Editor of 
the Newsletter, has kindly offered to fill the post, 
together with that of Membership Secretary. 

There will be a gradual hand-over of responsibilities 
with the change being completed at the financial year 
end, 30th June. 

The records show that Roy was elected a Director of 
the company on 28th November 1981, became 
Treasurer in 1983 and Recorder in 1986, collecting 
other jobs along the way. Nobody knows how many 
hundreds of hours Roy has devoted to the Society's 
business, but he leaves the finances in a very healthy 
state, a fact remarked on more than once by several 
Chairmen. 

Could this be the end of tales of obscure rulings 
relating to VAT or battles with the water company? 
It will certainly not be the end of Roy's presence at 



meetings of the Committee of Management since he 
retains the post of Society Recorder. 

In recognition of the service that Roy has given to the 
Society he was offered Honorary Membership of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society, which he 
gratefully accepted. The formalities were completed 
at the April Management meeting. 
Keith Gregory 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1996/97 

and caravan and camping facilities are also available. 
Other types of accommodation is available if 
required. 

A programme of four surface walks and 12 
underground trips has been set up. The underground 
trips range from easy to difficult. The difficult grade 
trips will involve the use ofSRT techniques and 
members attending such trips must have their own 
equipment and know how to use it. Attendees at all 
underground trips must provide their own protective 
clothing, helmets and lamps. 

Members are reminded that their subscriptions for the There will be a registration fee of £5.00 per person 
year 1996/97 become due on 1st September 1996. A and a charge of £2.00 per person will be levied on 
renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. persons who are not covered by third party insurance. 

The subscription rates are unchanged from last year 
at:-

Ordinary Member £11.00 
Joint Member £13.00 
Family Member £15.00 
Junior Member £5.00 
Institutional Member £ 18. 00 

Overseas Members should pay their subscription in 
Sterling currency. 

DEED OF COVENANT 

If you pay Income Tax you can make your 
subscription worth more to the Society. As a 
Registered Charity the Society can claim a rebate 
from the Inland Revenue for the Income Tax that you 
have already paid on the value of your subscription to 
the Society. All that is required is for you to agree to 
pay your subscription to the Society for a minimum 
of four years. A form is enclosed with this 
Newsletter to enable you to make this declaration. 

Members who already pay their subscription under a 
Deed of Covenant will receive an individual reminder 
when their current Covenant expires. 

NAMHO FIELD MEET 1996 

The NAMHO Field Meet in 1996 will be hosted by 
the Plymouth Caving Group and will take place on 
27th-29th September 1996. The meet will be based 
at the "Plume of Feathers", Princetown on Dartmoor. 
All meals can be provided at the Plume of Feathers. 
"Bunk space" accommodation has been pre-booked 
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To obtain a booking form and full details of the trips 
and accommodation, please contact Pia Benson, 7 
Marchants Way, Meavy, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 
6PW. Tel: (01822) 855263. 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1997 

The next NAMHO Conference will be hosted by the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society. It will be 
held from 11th-14th July 1997 and will be based at St 
Elphin's School, Darley Dale, Matlock, Derbyshire. 
The centre will have facilities for camping and 
caravans, as well as residential accommodation. 
Catering facilities will be available to all persons 
attending the Conference. 

The theme of the Conference will be "Mud and 
Water" and a number of eminent speakers are being 
invited to give short papers on the subject. 

A full programme of surface walks and underground 
trips, of varying difficulty, will be provided. It is 
expected that the Saturday Evening Social will be 
very informal. 

The Organising Committee are already busy with the 
detailed planning of the Conference and the early 
indications are that a team of about 40 members will 
be required to run the event. Team members will be 
required for duties ranging from car park control, 
manning the information desk to assisting with 
surface and underground trips, plus many other jobs!! 
Would anyone prepared to help at this event please 
contact Alan Mutter as soon as possible. This 
Conference will be a show-piece for the Society and 
its success will be determined by the support that the 
Organising Committee get from our members. 

Further details of the Conference will be advised 
later. 
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SOCIETY MEETS 

1. "NORTHERN DALES" MINES WEEKEND 
(SWALEDALE AREA) 

Saturday 20th July - Sunday 21st July 1996 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Saturday:- Sir Francis Level. (See PDMHS 
Bulletin Vol. 12 No 4). Grade moderate with wet suit 
(or small rowing boat) essential. Approx 1 mile wade 
in water to reach the engine chamber. There is a 
short ladder pitch into the mine level. 

Meet outside the Punch Bowl lnn, Low Row 
Village, Swaledale at I 0.30am. 

Sunday:- Devils Hole Mine/Cave (See 
Northern Caves Vol I , ppl 98-200). Oversuit trip, no 
tackle required. Mine level has intersected natural 
cave passages (a phreatic maze). 

Meet outside the Punch Bowl Inn , Low Row 
Village, Swaledale at l 0.30am. 

For further details, including details of 
accommodation available, please contact Paul 
Chandler on (01246) 220773, evenings only. 

2. VISIT TO THE MUSEUM OF LAW IN THE 
GALLERIES OF JUSTICE AND TO THE 
CAVES OF NOTTINGHAM. 

Saturday 10th August 1996 

Organiser: Alan Mutter 

Meet in the foyer of the Galleries of Justice, Shire 
Hall, High Pavement, Nottingham at 10.20am ready 
for the fascinating tour to begin at 10.30am. Follow 
the road signs for the City Centre and then the brown 
and white directional signs for the Lace Market and 
Galleries of Justice. Parking is available at various 
surrounding multi-storey car parks within a few 
minutes of the Galleries. An excellent Park and Ride 
system operates on the outskirts of Nottingham. 

Peak District Mining Museum badges will be 
provided for visitors. The visit to the Museum of 
Law, usually costing £3.95 per person, is free. A 
cafe is available for all grades of refreshment and the 
Museum shop has a wide range of interesting ways of 
parting you from your money. 

The party will then split into two sections for the 
visit to the caves. The first section starts off at 
l .30pm and the second party at 2.30pm. The visit to 
the caves will be at the special rate of£ 1.25 per 
person. 
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All persons wishing to attend this meet should 
WRITE, as soon as possible, to Alan Mutter, 72 
Wolds Rise, Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3HJ and state 
how many persons will be in your group. No 
telephone messages please. 

3. WILLS FOUNDER REUNION 

Saturday 14th September 1996 

Location:- Magpie Mine Field Centre 

This year it is 20 years since the recovery of the Wills 
Founder Engine, from the Wills Founder Mine at 
Winster. Many people involved in this project, one of 
the largest undertaken by the Society, are still 
members. Many new members are not aware of the 
large amount of work carried out to recover the 
engine and, two years later, the pumps. 

With this in mind, it is proposed to hold a reunion 
and slide show about this enormous undertaking. This 
reunion is to be held on the Saturday afternoon of 
14th September at about 2.30pm at the Field Centre, 
Magpie Mine, Sheldon. Were you there or do you 
know of anyone who was? Let them know of this 
event as it would be nice to meet up again with all of 
the people involved and to show other members the 
work that was carried out. Come along and see how 
you have changed over the years from the snaps 
taken at the time. 

See the best latrines in the county built by Nick 
Butcher and Terry Worthington. Learn the meaning 
of the term Winster Stomp. Hear how Paul Deakin 
had a little accident with his camera. Was the rock 
that fell out of Pete Challis's wheel barrow and just 
missed Jeff Rose an accident, or was he trying to get 
his own back? See electricians working, and learn 
how to not make a drama out of a crisis when stuck 
in the middle of a shaft. Come and find the answers 
to all of these questions, and much more, with 
excellent slides and an informal talk. At the climax of 
the project, the camp would have put any new-age 
travellers camp to shame with people sleeping in cars. 
vans, tents, the generator shed and out in the open . 
Yes. remember it was 1976. 

In the evening it is proposed to go down to the Bull 
at Monyash for a pint and further chat. 
Dave Warriner 

4. JUGHOLES, MATLOCK 

Sunday 29th September 1996 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Meet outside the Peak District Mining Museum at 
Matlock Bath at 1 O.OOam. 



This is an easy/moderate cave and mine system. 
There are three rope climbs to negotiate and 
numerous rock scrambles. Very muddy!! All of the 
system will be explored, ie the cave as well as the 
mine. This trip is not suitable for children under 13 
years of age. 

5. "NORTH PENNINES WEEKEND", 
(NENTHEAD/ALSTON AREA) 

Friday 25th October - Sunday 27th October 1996 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Provisional programme:-
Friday - Rampgill Mine, Nenthead. Meet at 

l .OOpm outside the Miners Arms, Nenthead. 

Saturday - Smallclough Mine, Nenthead. 
Meet at 10.30am outside the Miners Arms, Nenthead 

Sunday - Brownley Hill Mine, Nenthead. 
Meet at 10.00am outside the Miners Arms, Nenthead. 

No tackle required, ie no STR or ladder climbs. The 
trips will be long, expect to be underground between 
3 and 7 hours each trip. Don't forget your camera. 

For further details of the weekend and of 
accommodation available, contact Paul Chandler on 
(01246) 220773, evenings only. 

BCRA "NATIONAL CAVING CONFERENCE" 

The annual BCRA "National Caving Conference" will 
be held at Sheffield from Friday 13th September to 
Sunday 15th September 1996. A choice of 
underground trips will be available on the Friday 
afternoon. The trips available will be to Long Rake 
Spar Mine, Y oulgrave and either Oxlow Mine, 
Castleton or Great Masson Mine, Matlock. 

Both of the underground trips will be led by Masson 
Caving Group leaders, namely Paul Chandler at Long 
Rake Spar Mine and David Webb will lead the other 
trip. 

The meeting times and places have yet to be finalised 
but two of the trips will definitely take place on the 
Friday afternoon. 

For further details of these trips, please contact 
Paul Chandler on Chesterfield (01246) 220773, 
evenings only. For details of the Conference, please 
contact Richard Bartrop on Sheffield (0114) 258 
2383. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Mr V Allkins 3 Nelson Rd, Caterham, Surrey, 
& Family CR3 5PP. 

Dr R K Dunham Dept of Mineral Resouces Eng, 
University of Nottingham, 
University Park Nottingham, 
NG72RD 

Mr PA Wigfull "Mayflowers", Shirley, 
Ashbourne, Derbys, DE6 3AS 

Mr N Baldwin "Star Cottage", Reigate Rd, 
Rookwood, Horley, Surrey, 
RH60AP 

Mr A J Nash 30 Leyside, Christchurch, Dorset, 
BH23 3RD 

Mr R JP Acworth "The Rectory", Newton Tracey, 

Mr&MrsJ 
Bennett 

Mrl Cowburn 
& B Ancel 

Mr SA Raynor 

Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 3PL 
30 Woodland View, Scunthorpe, 
North Lincolnshire, DN15 SBA 
Chateau St Jean 05120, 
L'Argentiere-La-Bessee, France 
61 Gallery Lane, Holymoorside, 
Chesterfield, Derbys, S4 2 7ER 

Mr M J Wagrel 3a South St, Totnes, Devon, 
TQ95DZ 

Mr R G Amott 40 Overcombe Drive, Preston, 

Mr S Cane, 
Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 6QF 
50 St Anthony's Drive, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9EJ 

Mr RM Kinchin- 24 Springfield Av, Bap.bury, 
Smith Oxon, OX16 9HT 

Mr & Mrs J W F "The Farm House", Lidwell, 
Viant Callington, Cornwall, PL 1 7 8LJ 

Mr M A Earle & 85 Sunnyhill Rd, Boxmoor, Hemel 
Miss B Chapman Hempstead, Herts, HP 1 1 TA 

Mr LG McMeeken 32 West Rd, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK17 6HF 

Mr AC Roberts "West Nettlepot", Lunedale, 

Dr AC Smith& 
Ms WMorris 

Mr AL Gibbs & 
Family 

Mr ARedrup 

Middleton-in-Teesdale, Barnard 
Castle, Co Durham, DL12 ONX 
159 Caxton End, Bourn, 
Cambridge, CB3 7ST 
329 Kimberworth Rd, 
Kimberworth, Rotherham, South 
Yorks, S61 lHD 
14 Seven Sisters Close, 
Farthinghoe, Brackley, Northants, 
NN13 5PN , 

Miss K Robinson 19 Meadow Bank, Bredbury, 
Stockport 

Mr D M Wallerstein 49 Brrokhouse Hill, Sheffield, 
SlO 3TB 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Mr J G Gibson 83 Grove Rd, Millhill, Sheffield, 

S72GY 
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MENDIP MINES WEEKEND 

1. Box Mine, Wiltshire 

A group of some 23 members, friends, guides etc 
recently met at Box, Wiltshire for a visit into the 
Bath Stone Company Mine which was to last just 
over six hours. The part of the mine to be visited was 
the western section were the workings lie above the 
level of the Box Railway Tunnel. The rock dips 
gently to the east and at the eastern end of the tunnel 
the rock from the eastern workings was loaded 
directly onto Great Western Railway wagons before 
it left the mine. 

Access to the mine was via Jack's Entrance. 
Underground it was a direction defying maze with 
about 25 miles of passage that has been surveyed. 
The whole area was supported by crumbling rock 
pillars and the minimum of timber support. There 
were, however, well built dry stone packs and walls 
to support the area around the two ventilation shafts 
on the railway tunnel that we passed. The passages 
that we travelled were about 10 feet high but the 
floor had been backfilled as a means of disposing the 
waste material that had been generated. The areas 
that had not been backfilled showed that 20 to 25 feet 
of rock had been removed. 

The basic technique for mining the stone was to cut 
over the top of the stone with hand picks and then cut 
out the blocks of stone with hand saws. The stone 
was then loaded onto 3 foot gauge trolleys for 
removal from the mine. The trolleys were hauled by 
horses although at one part of the mine a small diesel 
loco had been used. There were several examples of 
cranes that were used to handle the blocks of stone, 
together with hand saws, sharpening benches and 
other artefacts. 

The most interesting place was a working area that 
had been stopped by a roof fall out bye. The 
operators had decided not to clear the fall but to 
abandon the area and all of its associated equipment. 
One face had been "holed out" ready for cutting out 
the blocks, the crane was in very good condition and 
there were a couple of trolleys in the area. The 
miners were also in the process of robbing the pillars 
from the area as they retreated from a worked out 
face. 

In an attempt to speed up the rate of mining the stone 
towards the end of the working life of the mine, air 
drills were used to bore a series of holes along the 
line that was to be sawn to release the blocks. This 
method of work did speed up the underground 
operation but all the blocks had to be sawn to shape 
on the surface. This method of work was not 
considered to be entirely satisfactory and the last 
working face we visited was the last one actually 
worked at the mine. It was also obvious that a factor 
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that decided the operators to abandon this face was 
the large amount of faulting in the area which 
reduced the opportunity to mine very large blocks of 
stone. 

Overall, the main feature of the mine was the size of 
the workings, even a trial heading was about 1 Oft x 
1 Oft. There were several entrances to the mine but, 
to enable miners to get into the middle of the area as 
quickly as possible, there was a steep incline from the 
surface that was equipped with a ladder and steps to 
provide access to the distant working areas. 

The last major feature visited was The Cathedral. 
This was a very large chamber that had been 
excavated from the surface, via a short shaft. This 
area had been worked as a separate entity before 
being connected to the main mine workings. In many 
respects it resembled a small scale "Gaping Gill". 
The mine was exited via the Backdoor Entrance, 
which is located in the garden of a house, after a very 
interesting six hours underground. 

This is a mine that should NEVER be entered unless 
you are a member of a party that is lead by a 
competent guide. The route marks on the walls are 
confusing unless you know the mine very well (a 
route marked "out" may not necessary lead to an 
entrance from which the mine can be exited), a fact 
that was illustrated to us by the difficulties a member 
of the local group was having as he was learning the 
route prior to becoming a guide for the mine. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler for organising the 
visit and to Fred for guiding us through the maze and 
explaining the history and method of working this 
mine. 
Wes Taylor 

2. Sandford Levvy Mine 

It was a lovely day when nine of us went into 
Sandford Levvy Mine, which is located on the 
western edge of the Mendips. It was a nice walk to 
the mine through a beautiful wood with lovely wild 
garlic. 

The mine was very short with very few squirms. 
There were nice formations, eg cave pearls. At the 
beginning of the mine there was about IOOft of 
paving slabs and this was because the mine had been 
used by the Home Guard in the Second World War. 
There were two cross cuts, about 1 OOyds from each 
other and various passages going off that ended in 
either a dead end or a shaft. There were a few ropes 
that we might have been able to climb if we had had a 
life line. There was a nice big stope with specks of 
galena and droplets of water on the wall. 

All in all it was a very leisurely mine but a bit short of 
useful minerals. Thanks Paul for showing it to us. If 



you want to know more, it is described in "Mendip 
Underground - a Caver's Guide". 
Sarah Westmacott (aged 12) 

WATER ICICLE CLOSE MINE 

Although the morning was cold, it was to be a day to 
be enjoyed. The appointed meeting place was the 
centre of Monyash and so things started with the 
usual cup of coffee and a chinwag between regulars 
on "who had got a new car since we last saw them" 
and, of course, welcoming those unfamiliar faces. 

It was a pleasure to see a small plaque, similar to a 
locomotive builders plate, to show that the mine had 
been re-opened by PDMHS some 28 years ago. 

As is the normal practice, the shaft was rigged with 
ladders as well as SRT rope so that all tastes could be 
accommodated. It was about this time that one of my 
mistakes came to light, no sit harness. Fortunately I 
was able to borrow an adjustable harness and not be 
forced to suffer the ladders. 

Water Icicle Close is a mined shaft which breaks 
through into natural caverns. It is well worth the 
effort in negotiating the 105 foot drop to see the 

passages and chambers. Whilst exploring 
we also found the signs of cavers digs that 
were hoping to find extensions to the 
mine/cave system but, so far, without any 
success. Once underground my second 
mistake of the day manifested itself - I had 
not charged my flash batteries. Thanks, 
however, to two very generous colleagues, 
I was able to get plenty of photographs. 

Although we were only in a small group, it 
took a over an hour for all of us to 
negotiate the shaft back to the day and a 
late lunch. Once again a thoroughly 
enjoyable trip, even if some people won't 
let others forget their mistakes. If you 
haven't joined in on one of the underground 
trips then I strongly recommend you do, 
you will always be assured of a friendly 
welcome. 
Andrew Hurrell 

OTHEREVENTSFORTHEFUTURE 

1. Society AGM and Annual Dinner 

A black and white photograph does not give due 
justice to the flowstone formations in the shaft 

Photo by Andrew Hurrell 

The PDMHS Ltd AGM will be held at the 
Pump Room at the Peak District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath on Saturday 7th 
December 1996. The AGM will be 
followed by the Annual Dinner which will 
be held at the Jackson Tor Hotel, Matlock. 

Even at 10.00am Monyash can be quite busy but you 
can usually spot the "underground people", as some 
even turn up already wearing their SRT kit. I would 
not like to be the one who suggests that some people 
use their equipment for other things than going down 
disused mines. 

At 10.00am, almost to the minute, our leader, Paul 
Chandler, arrived and so the convoy departed the 
Square in Monyash, down the wrong road! Well we 
all make mistakes and after turning in the first open 
gateway we soon arrived within sight of the shaft top. 
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·2. Cotswold Study Week~nd 

Subterranea Britannica is organising a "Cotswold 
Study Weekend" on 2nd-4th August 1996. It will be 
based at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester. 
Details are available from:- Jonathan Maisey, 5 
Isbourne Rd, Cheltenham, Glos, GL52 5QG. Tel: 
(01242) 233400. 
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ACCESS TO MANDALE MINE, LATHKILL 
DALE 

A gate has been fitted to the Mandale Mine Adit. 
This gate is fastened with bolts that require a 24mm 
spanner, or an appropriate sized adjustable spanner, 
to undo them. Any member who goes into this mine 
is advised to bolt the gate behind them as the gate has 
been provided to prevent unauthorised access by 
members of the public. 

Notices have been erected in Lathkill Dale stating 
that only members of organisations affiliated to the 
NCA are authorised to enter caves and mines in the 
Nature Reserve. PDMIIS is affiliated to the NCA via 
membership ofNAMIIO. 

MINE HERITAGE GUIDED WALKS-1996 
A series of guided walks around mining sites in the 
Lake District is being organised by the Threlkeld 
Quarry & Mining Museum. The programme of walks 
is:-

July 28th - Greenside Mine. Meet at 
Glenridding TIC car park. 

August 25th - Goldscope Mine. Meet at 
bridge car park near Littletown Church. 

September 29th - Roughten Gill. Meet at 
Fellside, near Caldbeck. 

All walks start at 10.30am and boots or strong shoes 
should be worn! Waterproof clothing and spare 
clothing and a packed lunch should be carried. The 
walks are about 6 miles long and will take a minimum 
of 5 hours. There is a charge of £2.50 per person. 

Further information is available from Threlkeld 
Quarry & Mining Museum, Threlkeld, near Keswick, 
Cumbria. Tel: 01768 779747. 

WINCH ROPE FOR SALE 

The rope is 1/4 inch diameter with a hemp core. It is 
1000 feet long and is wound on a winding drum 
which has 1 inch diameter shafts and a brake drum on 
one side. The rope end is already swaged to accept a 
hook. 

The rope was tested when new to a braking strain of 
2.25 tons. Both rope and drum have been in use for 
several years, being tested each year by Barnes 
Lifting Services. 

Offers to Dave Penney, 8 High St, New Whittington, 
Chesterfield, Derbys, S43 2DX. Tel:- (01246) 
451491 after 6pm. 
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WELSH SLATE MINING 

The Welsh slate industry almost died out when it was 
faced with competition from clay tiles earlier this 
century. It tottered on in a much reduced state until 
the last few years when there has been a recovery due 
to the extended use of slate for roofs and walls of 
new buildings. It now appears, however, that they 
are facing competition from an unlikely source -
Canada. Canadian slates are being imported cheaper 
than the home grown ones can be produced (does 
this sound familiar?) and builders facing lean times 
are obviously buying the Canadian ones. It is not yet 
known how badly this will affect the industry but 
there may be closures of slate quarries and especially 
mines where costs are higher. It is now rumoured 
that the proposal to opencast Rhosydd Mine has been 
changed to restrict excavation to mining only. Could 
this be a reflection of the new competition so that the 
whole operation there has been scaled down? Let us 
hope that it means that the artefacts at Rhosydd will 
be saved after all. 
SCMC 

SCIENCE MUSEUM STORE 

Part of the old RAF Wroughton site, south of 
Swindon, has been taken over by the Science 
Museum as a large artefact store. There are several 
large hangers which contain all types of vehicle, 
domestic appliance, plane, etc from the 20th century. 
Of especial interest to mining historians are the 
complete remains of two Comish pumping engines, 
one a 40 inch and another even larger engine. The 
store holds Open Days from time to time but will 
open specially for large groups (as it recently did for 
SCMC) if you pay the overtime costs of the staff. 
SCMC 

THE CLEVELAND MEET 

1. Tom Leonard Mining Museum 

Eight members gathered at the Tom Leonard Mining 
Museum at Skinningrove, Cleveland, for a short visit 
before going on to the Boulby Potash Mine. At this 
museum we examined a range of artefacts devoted to 
the local ironstone extraction industry, which had 
provided large scale employment over many decades. 
The last mine, North Skelton, closed in 1964. It is a 
small private museum, obviously run on a shoestring, 
although very ably manned by volunteers who know 
their subject very well. For anyone remotely 
interested in ironstone mining, this is the place to 
start before exploring further, and indeed, gazetteers 
are available to help the industrial archaeologist or 
mining historian in the field. All tours of the museum 
are guided and our first venture "down the mine" was 
into an old drift, of ample dimensions, that gently 



dipped into the hillside. HM Mining Inspectorate has 
specified the point in the adit that members of the 
public can travel, and at this point is a concrete wall 
to restrain any foul gases has been constructed. The 
gasses behind the wall are monitored regularly. The 
drift still contains one complete set of rails at a higher 
level than the space originally housing a second set 
which is now used as a walkway for visitors, and 
along which the tubs were hauled by a continuous 
wire rope. It was explained that the ironstone, 
although occurring in massive amounts, contained 
only 30% iron, and was eventually superseded by 
foreign imported ore which had a much higher iron 
content. 

Back in the main museum, the site layout was 
explained by reference to a typical before/after set of 
photographs, before descending into a room showing 
mining tools, clothing, explosives etc, while being 
told various anecdotes relating to the industry, 
including the story of the miner who stored surplus 
gunpowder beneath his bed! The upcast shaft 
displayed the remains of two types of ventilation fan, 
originally a Waddle fan powered by steam supplied 
from an old locomotive boiler, and later a Sirocco fan 
capable of reversing the air flow by means of pivoted 
doors and flaps. Through a small opening in the shaft 
cap, water was visible not far below the surface. The 
final part of the museum has a "reconstructed" mine 
designed to give some idea of what it was actually 
like working in such a place. At this point the party 
had, sadly, to terminate the visit to the Museum and 
move on to the Boulby Potash Mine. 

2. Boulby Potash Mine 

Work started on the construction ofBoulby Mine in 
1969 and the first mineral was raised some 7 years 
later. The shafts are the deepest in Europe at 1150m, 
and penetrate the salt deposits laid down during the 
Permian period, over 225 million years ago, from the 
Zechstein sea which stretched from Yorkshire to the 
Continent, reaching Germany and Poland where the 
same deposits are also mined. It is the only potash 
mine in the UK. 

Suitably kitted out we passed through the airlock to 
the cage in the downcast shaft of this force ventilated 
mine. Descending the shaft at an impressive speed, 
scarcely noticeable after the initial acceleration, we 
soon arrived at the pit bottom and walked into 
seemingly spacious caverns with a strong breeze 
blowing at our backs. After a short walk, we were 
driven in a Transit van at apparently breakneck 
speeds (due, it must be said to the close proximity of 
wall and roof) along endless tunnels complete with 
road signs, cross-roads, graffiti, electric cables and 
underground workshops. We travelled quite a 
distance under the North Sea. The temperature 
increased noticeably and we were all sweating 
profusely when we finally arrived at the working face 
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where the rock temperature was about 50°C. Back 
on foot again, we walked past flame-proof 
transformers (within 200m of the working face), past 
booster fans delivering air to the hottest parts, and 
then into the actual production area. 

The machine which drills holes into the working face 
was explained in detail, with the spacing of shot holes 
and size of the much larger relief holes conforming to 
patterns that were based on long experience. 
Blasting is carried out using specially prepared 
ammonium nitrate, with a complex system being used 
to detonate the explosive. Each explosive round pulls 
about 200 tonnes of mineral. 

The mineral is taken by shuttle car to a conveyor 
loading point, transported to the shaft and hauled to 
the surface in 20 tonne capacity skips. After the 
mineral has been removed the roof is immediately 
supported by rock bolts inserted at 1.4m intervals. 
The potash reserves are plotted by geologists using 
boreholes and radiometric techniques to determine 
the direction and angle of advance, leaving a clear 
1.4m of potash in the roof to prevent exposure of the 
dreaded marls above, which have caused so many 
problems in the past due to instability. In general, the 
roadways are 8m wide, leaving a 3m pillar, and the 
height is around 3-4m depending on the local 
geology. Much of the machinery used at the mine 
has been modified or designed by the mine personnel 
to provide effective and unique equipment to deal 
with the special prevailing conditions. 

The product, crude potash, is used for agricultural 
purposes, with a proportion being purified by froth 
flotation and crystallisation to serve the food and 
pharmaceutical industries. 

The whole complex occupies a large site within the 
North Yorkshire Moors National Park and it provides 
considerable local employment. It has its own rail 
link with Teesport. This visit was quite an eye 
opener into modem-day practises in a large and 
efficient mining organisation extracting vast tonnage's 
of relatively low cost material for use all over the 
world. 

Our thanks to Paul Chandler for arranging such a 
splendid day, and especially to the management at 
Cleveland Potash Ltd for allowing our visit and 
providing our admirable guide. I should also like to 
mention the provision not only of the refreshments, 
but also sample bags for the mineral collectors 
amongst us, photocopies of the mine layout, and 
other handouts giving each a suitable reminder of 
such memorable trip. 

Perhaps the most abiding memories were the 
lingering taste of salt and the intense and 
all-pervading heat. 
Richard Lamb 
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ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE MINE, 
ASHFORD IN THE WATER, DERBYSHIRE 

Twelve members and one interested guest gathered 
for this meet. Owing to unforeseen problems in 
getting the key to the Rookery Black Marble Mine 
plan "B" had to be implemented. Instead of visiting 
Rookery Mine first and then moving on the Arrocks 
Black Marble Mine it was a case of visiting Arrocks 
Mine first. 

There are two open entrances to Arrocks Mine which 
are located in a small quarry across the road from the 
old Ashford Marble Works. Entering the larger 
entrance first, the passages were explored as far as a 
collapsed area which had a low crawl heading off 
which connects with the rest of the Arrocks Mine 
system, including the other entrance. The message 
was passed back that there was an easier way into the 
rest of the Arrocks Mine System by way of the 
second entrance. A few "tigers" had followed me 
through the low crawl!! After regrouping the party 
then explored this other part of the mine which has 
about 700 feet of passages. 

The conditions in Arrocks Mine are completely 
different to Rookery Mine in that in Rookery Mine 
the roof is sound and no timber supports are required. 
In contrast, timber roof supports are found 
throughout Arrocks Mine. Some of these supports 
are in very poor condition being both split and rotten. 
The roof rock is also badly cracked and at one of the 
working faces that was visited there had been a major 
roof fall which had stopped production of the Black 
Marble. The beds of Black Marble in Arrocks, as 
seen in the working faces, are much thinner than in 
Rookery. 

There are only a few working faces in the mine, the 
rest of the mine being composed of built-up packs 
with fine stone facings. The need to build such 
extensive packs is an indication of the roof control 
problems that were encountered whilst the mine was 
being worked. 

Once out of the mine it was agreed to go and have a 
look at the tail of the Magpie Sough, passing 
en-route the old Ashford Marble Works and which 
was the subject of an article in the latest edition of the 
PDMHS Bulletin. There was plenty of water 
emerging from the sough, even though the area is still 
very dry, and members discussed the perpetual 
grievance when at this location -Why can't we have a 
trip up the sough, especially in recognition for the 
work that the Society has done on behalf of 
Chatsworth Estates? 

After an early lunch in Ashford in the Water, there 
was another attempt to get the key to Rookery Mine. 
Another failure because the key holder was still not at 
home and no one knew were the key was kept, even 
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though the booking for the visit had been confirmed. 
The party then sadly split up to go their own way 
after most of them had visited Ashford Church to see 
the elaborately decorated Black Marble Table Top 
that is a feature of this church. 

It is hoped to arrange a visit to Rookery Mine in the 
future, probably in early 1997. 
Paul Chandler 

SHARE CERTIFICATES IN MINING 
COMPANIES 

A number of people collect old mine share certificates 
and Bernard Moore has combined his lifetime hobby 
with business by now offering them for sale. He will 
also undertake to search out any particular one. 
Bernard has had quite a career, including owning and 
operating Honister Mine in the Lakes ( 1981-85) and 
Bollihope Mine in Weardale (1983-88). Anyone 
wishing for a list of available certificates, etc can 
contact him at Dolwar House, Dolybont, Borth, 
Cardiganshire SY24 5LX. Tel: 01970-871795. 

WARNING!!! -BURGHAM MINE, 
SHROPSHIRE 

SCMC warn mine explorers that there have been 
reports that the lower adits of Burgam Mine are 
being used by local youths for drug taking and that 
hypodermic needles have been found abandoned in 
the adits. The potential dangers of abandoned 
needles are obvious so people are warned to be 
careful if exploring these adits. There are plans by 
South Shropshire District Council to gate the adits in 
the near future and, if this happens, it will hopefully 
stop these abuses. SCMC will be given a key for 
continued access. 
SCMC 

MONUMENTS PROTECTION PROCRAMME 
- Stone and Lime Industries 

Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (including 
the former Cranstone Consultancy team) are 
continuing their coverage of the extractive industries 
for the Monuments Protection Programme. Our 
Step 3 reports (the specific site assessments and 
recommendations) for Tin and Arsenic have now 
gone through public consultation, and we are grateful 
to all who responded. Step 3 reports on Copper, 
Zinc, and the various minor metals and vein minerals 
should go out for consultation this summer (the 
Step 3 consultation on Iron mining has been held up 
and will probably go out with the rest of the Iron 
and Steel industry.) 



.. 

We are now working on the Stone Industry 
(quarrying, mining, and features such as grinding 
mills), and on Lime, Cement, and Plaster production. 
Our Step 1 reports (the general framework of the 
industries) are being circulated by English Heritage in 
early May, with a deadline for replies at the 
end of June. We are now working up shortlists of 
sites for field assessment, and would be glad to 
consider any recommendation that readers may have. 
Sites should be in England, and there should 
be a serious case for considering them to be of 
national importance (preferably in terms of the 
priorities set out in the Step 1 reports). Ideally, the 
recommendations should reach us by the end of 
June, but if you have not seen this note in time, please 
contact us as soon as possible. The shortlist for 
Stone is being put together by Eric Instone, and for 
Lime and Cement by Mike Trueman; write to us 
both at LUAU (Newcastle office), Bolbec Hall, 
Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NEl lSE. If 
you want to phone, Eric is on 0191-221-0772, and 
Mike is on 01636-812279. 

MINE PLANS FOR NON-FERROUS MINES 

A report on the UK Non-Ferrous Mining Industry in 
1920 makes reference to the fact that it was not a 
statutory requirement to have plans for mines at 
which less than 12 men were employed underground. 
This exemption was eliminated in 1954. 
Dr IJ Brown 

TANKERVILLE MINE, SHROPSHIRE 

People are asked to keep away from the site until 
further notice. Stabilisation work is being carried out 
and the site is still private property until it has been 
transferred to the new trust. Problems are being 
experienced with one particular neighbour and it may 
prejudice negotiations if visitors turn up in the 
interim. Please be patient and wait. 

The contractors, South West Mining, expected that 
the first phase of the work will have been completed 
by mid-February. This phase involved inserting large 
concrete rings in Watsons Engine Shaft from the 
rockhead up to surface level and backfilled behind the 
rings. A concrete cap will then be placed over the 
top of the shaft with a lockable access lid. Another 
horizontal access will be available from the bobpit. 
The foundations of the engine house have been 
stabilised and the building pinned to prevent further 
deterioration. 

It is hoped that the Tankerville Estate, who own the 
mineral rights, will cap Old Engine Shaft by the end 
of the year. It will be necessary to test drill first to 
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ascertain the boundaries of the shaft since it has been 
filled up with farm slurry. 

SHROPSHIRE MINES TRUST 

This new Trust is being set up to acquire and 
preserve the site ofTankerville Mine and, hopefully 
in the future, other mining sites in Shropshire. It will 
work in partnership with the Shropshire County 
Council and South Shropshire District Council, both 
of whom will have nominees as trustees. 

The trust and the councils will be applying for grant 
aid for preserving the buildings, but will need to raise 
a percentage of the cost locally. The trust will thus 
be looking at various ways of fundraising. One 
exciting prospect is that a 40" pumping engine (the 
same size as was originally fitted) is held by the 
Science Museum and they may be willing to release 
this ifthere are satisfactory plans and finance to fit it 
into a re-roofed Watsons engine house. This could 
be an expensive option and the trust needs to check 
feasibility and costings. English Heritage has 
confirmed that they will pay 60% of the costs of 
installing the engine. 
Adrian Pearce 

CWMYSTWYTH MINE 

The local council is making plans to cap shafts and 
gate adits north of the road. A number of people 
have written to object and it is not known what 
access arrangements would be if the work went 
ahead. If you want more information or want to 
object, please write to Mr J Bowen, Director of 
Planning, Cyngor Dosbarth Ceredigion, Aberaeron, 
Dyfed, SA46 OP A. 

INVITATION FOR PAPERS AT A BELGIAN 
SYMPOSIUM 

A two-part Symposium entitled "Development and 
Cultural Influence of Geological Sciences in an Age 
of Technological and Industrial Expansion" will be 
held within the framework of the XX th International 
Congress of History of Science at Liege, Belgium, 
20th-26th July 1997. The two themes of the 
symposium are: (1) Geology and Mining in the Old 
and New Worlds, and (2) Use ofNon-Written 
Sources for the History of Geological Sciences. In 
accord with Congress guidelines, the symposium 
organisers plan to include contributed as well as 
invited presentations. Decisions on proposals for 
contributed papers will be made by Programme 
Committee referees on the basis of submitted 
abstracts. 



Prospective authors of contributed papers under 
either of the two themes are invited to 
contact one of the symposium organisers: Silvia F. 
de M Figueiroa, Instituto de Geociencias, 
Universidade de Campinas, C.P. 6152, Campinas-SP 
13081-970, Brazil (tel. 55-0192-39-1097; fax, 
55-0192-39-4717; email figueroa@ige.unicamp.br); 
Kenneth L. Taylor, Dept. of History of Science, 
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 73019-03 15, 
USA (tel. 405-325-5416; fax. 405-325-2363; email 
ktaylor@uoknor.edu); and Hugh S. Torrens, Dept. of 
Geology, University of Keele, Staffordshire ST5 
5BG, England (tel. 44-01782-583-183; fax. 
44-01782-751-357; email ggalO@cc.keele.ac.uk). 
Anyone planning to take part in the Congress should 
also request the first circular from the Congress 
Office: XXth International Congress of History of 
Science, Centre d'Histoire des Sciences et des 
Techniques, 15 Avenue des Tilleuls, B-4000 Liege, 
Belgium (tel. 32-(0)41-66-94-79; fax. 
32-(0)41-66-95-47; email chstulg@vml.ulg.ac.be). 

HOPEWELL COLLIERY MUSEUM 

It is expected that this m ... seum, located at Coleford, 
Forest of Dean, will open in spring 1996. It will 
include a tour, guided by a "free miner" down New 
Red Adit and back via the early 1800's drainage adit. 
There will be an Exhibiton Room and a Tea Room at 
the Museum. 
NMRS 

HELP WANTED 

1. INFORMATION ON IRISH MINES 

Members of the new Mining l-Iistory Society of 
Ireland have been carrying on research for a number 
of years and it is obvious that a lot of mining was 
done by companies that were based in Britain, 
especially Cornwall. It therefore seems likely that 
information and records relating to Irish mines are 
sitting in local record offices, etc unknown to the 
researchers in Ireland. 

The Irish researchers would be very grateful if 
researchers in Britain would let them know if they 
come across any references to Irish mines in 
collections based in the UK. The contact in Ireland is 
Des Cowman, Knockane, Annestown, County 
Waterford, Ireland Tel: 00-353-51-396157 

2. INFORMATION ON MINING HEAD 
PROTECTION 

We have had a request from Professor Donald 
Simpson, a neurosurgeon of Adelaide University, for 
information on miners' helmets into which he is 
researching. He thinks that Cornwall was ahead of 
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other parts of the world in introducing protective 
miners' helmets, even if only rather primitive. 
Derbyshire also used helmets (the Bradder Hat) and 
he would like to know when these were introduced. 
He believes that the coal industry were late in 
bringing in helmets but would like to know if this is 
so. The earliest reference he has to the use of 
helmets is 1877 but he thinks they were in use before 
this. 

He is also interested in the construction of the 
helmets. He has references to felt hardened with 
resin or shellac but one Australian design appears to 
be papier mache [does he mean compressed fibre?]. 
Finally, does anyone have any information on head 
injuries in both helmeted and unhelmeted miners, past 
and present. He is willing to pay any reasonable sum 
for search or photocopying. 

Contact Professor Donald Simpson, NHMRC Road 
Accident Research Unit, University of Adelaide, 
Australia 5005. Tel +61 (8) 303 5997. Fax +61 (8) 
232 4995. E-Mail unit@raru.adelaide.edu.au. 

COAL MINING MUSEUM IN KENT 

It is proposed to set up a Kent Coal Mining Museum 
on the site of Tilmanstone Colliery. This 
development is being planned by Dover Council. 
The East Kent Light Railway has re-opened the 
railway line between Sheperdswell and Eythorne. It 
now intends to extend this railway to Tilmanstone. 
Ind Heritage, Vol 13 No 3 Autumn 1996 

EUROPEAN MINING SITE ORGANISATION 

An organisation is trying to set itself up to tap into 
EEC funding. It has had two meetings in France and 
Wales and hopes to attract mining museums and 
similar organisations who interpret mining history to 
the public. Organisations from France, Spain and 
Portugal have expressed interest, as well as the UK, 
such as Geevor Tin Mine and Llechwedd Slate 
Cavem An administration charge will be made to 
participating organisations but it is not known how 
grants will be distributed. 

The European Regional Development Fund has three 
programmes under Article 10 and one of these is for 
inter-regional co-operation and regional economic 
innovation. It is hoped that, if a network of mining 
sites can be set up, it would qualify for grant aid 
under this heading. The organisation's aims are:-

- sharing ideas on what exists; opening up the 
underground world of mining to tourism 

- making use of the imagination for cultural 
and artistic approaches to the underground 

world 



- taking an initiative in collaboration with the 
visually impaired. 

Anyone interested in learning more can perhaps 
contact Ivor Jones ofLlechwedd Slate Caverns or Ian 
Martin of Geevor Tin Mine, both of whom attended 
the first meeting. 

EEC FUNDING FOR MINING HISTORY 
INTERPRETATION 

Just in case there is a chance of obtaining grant aid 
for funding mining history interpretation from the 
European Regional Development Fund, NAMHO has 
asked the EEC for details. 

NEW VENTURE MINE 

Work is continuing with the preservation work that is 
required at New Venture Mine, near Castleton. Five 
of the shafts have been permanently capped, with 
access facilities if appropriate. The wall in one of the 
stopes has been stabilised and the rubbish in the 

ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEVON 
MINES 

Plymouth Caving Group have asked us to point out 
the following access arrangements which are 
currently in force. Please comply with these or you 
may cause the landowner to withdraw access. The 
mines affected are:-

1. Devon Great Consols - visitors must be 
accompanied by a Plymouth Caving Group 
member and notice must be given in advance 
to the landowner. This also covers sites such 
as Ding Dong, Wheal Russell, William & 
Mary. 

2. Bedford United - visitors must be 
accompanied by a PCG member. 

All queries about access to the above and requests for 
leaders should be made to Pia Benson. Tel: (01822) 
855263. 

LAKELAND MINES 
AND QUARRIES 
MUSEUM 

The Lakeland Mines & 
Quarries Trust (LMQT) 
was wound up in 1995 
and succeeded by 
Lakeland Mines & 
Quarries Museum Ltd 
(LMQM). LMQM is 
solely involved with 
developing and running 
the museum at Threlkeld, 
near Keswick. The 
Museum is known as the 
"Threlkeld Quarry & 
Mining Museum". 

Some of the group members take a well earned break during a 
recent working day at New Venture. 

The museum site is 
shared with Caldbeck 
Mining Museum which is 
run by Ian Tyler and is 
used as a base for Mines 
of Lakeland Exploration 

Photo by Alan Mutter 

stopes is being removed. There is still a lot of work 
to be done on the site and the working party meets at 
the site on one Saturday of each month. 

Anyone wishing to assist in the preservation of this 
site, which is leased by the Society and who have a 
responsibilty for its preservation, should contact 
either Jim Rieuwerts (Tel: (0114) 237 6988) or Chris 
Heathcote (Tel: (01298) 814822). 
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Society (MOLES). The 
museum is open daily, except Thursday. Tel: 
(01768) 779747. 
Graham Bullough 

HAIG PIT RESTORATION GROUP 

Haig Pit was sunk during the Great War and was 
named after the then Commander-In-Chief of the 
British Forces, General Sir Douglas Haig. Coal was 



raised from this mine until 1984 when geological 
problems forced its closure. 

Mining can be traced locally to the 13th century when 
the monks from St Bees Abbey supervised the 
opening of the coal mines at Arrowthwaite, Kells. 
Major inventions, developments in coal mining 
techniques and safety legislation of national 
importance were initiated in the local coal fields. The 
price paid by the local community was immense with 
over 1000 men, women and children being killed 
while winning coal up to four miles out under the sea. 
Fourteen miners and officials are still entombed in the 
Haig workings after an explosion in 1928. 

After two years of salvage work, the pit finally closed 
and the shafts were sealed in 1986. The site was then 
cleared with the lamproom, showers, washery etc 
being demolished and the area was landscaped to 
form the site of the Haig Enterprise Park. Only the 
winding engine house, headgear and workshops 
remain. The workshops are, however, part of the 
Enterprise Park. Since then the site has lain derelict 
suffering from vandals, pigeons and the worst of the 
Kells weather. Listed building status (Grade II) was 
given to the building, winding engines and headgear 
in 1987. 

Haig Pit Restoration Group have taken over 
ownership of the building and headgear with a view 
to restoring them to their former glory, along with 
the two unique Bever Dorling steam winding engines. 
The eventual aim is to provide a mining heritage 
centre which will not only provide a tourist attraction 
but also benefit the local community by providing an 
interesting and educational trip for local school 
children. Haig is already included in the education 
syllabus but will provide an opportunity for out of 
classroom learning. 

The group is a totally independent volunteer 
organisation. The members will not only undertake 
the restoration of the building and the engines but will 
also act as guides for tours of the building, display 
rooms and cellars. In the longer term, as visitor 
numbers increase, staff will be employed to provide 
day to day cover but members will still remain heavily 
involved, especially the ex-miners. 

Phase One and Two of the development includes roof 
repairs, restoration of the engines, toilets, car park, 
refreshment facilities and the interpretation of the 
many artefacts available, together with displays of 
West Cumbria's long mining history. 

The cellars at Haig are immense and Phase Three 
involves creating a simulated underground trip 
displaying a "mining through the ages" theme. This 
will begin at the entrance with a drift similar to the 
"Bearmouths" that used to exist along the Main Band 
outcrop in Whitehaven during the 1600's, moving 
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through "bord and pillar" workings and onto modem 
longwall techniques. 

Phase Four would depend on the success of the 
project. A narrow gauge railway would compliment 
the museum if the land surrounding the site were 
available. Steam rallies, exhibitions, in fact all kinds 
of attractions and events would be possible if the 
forecast increase in visitors to the town became a 
reality. 

Since beginning work on site in April 1994, many 
thousands of volunteer hours and over £12000, which 
has been raised locally, have been expended. No.4 
Engine Hall is now starting to take shape and is on 
schedule to be in a condition to open to the public 
over the summer holidays . The committee are 
working hard to be ready to open by March 30th 
1996, as this date is exactly ten years since the mine 
closed. 

If the building had not deteriorated to such an extent, 
the members would have been able to open the whole 
building to the general public fairly quickly and 
possibly cover the cost of restoration from its own 
income. This, unfortunately, is not the case with the 
roof causing the committee considerable concern. All 
of the objectives of the committee are possible and 
within our capabilities. 

An application for assistance from the European 
Regional Development Fund has recently been 
-approved and we are awaiting an outcome of our 
application for Heritage Lottery Funding. This will 
allow these works to be completed by outside 
contractors. The volunteers are currently working on 
No.4 Winding Engine which is now almost ready for 
its first steaming in ten years, and creating and 
mounting the displays on the walls. This will then 
complete the workscope for Phase One. 
John Greasley 

(PS. The No 4 Engine Hall was opened to the public 
on schedule, 30 March 1996). 

MINERAL LEGISLATION 

The Mines (Working Facilities and Support) Act is 
now being revised to consider what amendment, 
revision or reform is needed to afford compulsory 
access to minerals (including coal), on any land. 
Mining Technology - April 1996 

DIVERSION OF FOOTPATHS 

A question has recently been raised as to what 
happens to public footpaths around quarries when the 
quarry is expanded. 



Without getting too involved in the minefield of 
planning regulations. the short answer is:-

"A quarry cannot expand beyond the 
boundary specified in the relevant planning consent 
and as such the footpath is safe from destruction. If, 
however. the quarry owner applies for planning 
permission to expand the area of working of the 
quarry. then an application to divert the footpath 
must also be made. It is unlikely that the planning 
consent to expand the quarry would be granted until 
the question of the footpath diversion had been 
resolved." 

HMS/PDM I IS SOUTH WEST CONFERENCE 

This conference was held on the 12th- I 4th April 
1996 at the Seale Hayle College near Newton Abbot. 
Over I 00 people attended, including a substantial 
contingent from local societies. There were 24 
papers presented, so that mentioning them all is not 
possible. 

There was a strong archaeological contribution 
including the quarrying of stone, the Somerset 
Coalfield, a medieval tin smelting site, tin streaming 
sites, engine houses, medieval water power, and 
surveys of Dartmoor and Exmoor. Most memorable 
to me were recent discoveries of Roman Mining at 
C'harterhouse on Mendip. There were also 
metallurgical contributions on iron wire ropes, tin 
smelting, tin ingots, Iron Age and Roman metal 
working and on slags. In addition there was a 
theoretical examination of what evidence for early 
mining might be found, and very substantial evidence 
of copper slag blocks at Hayle. The lively 
commentary on the problems of those few who wish 
to preserve sites and archaeological evidence was, 
presumably, vetted by lawyers before presentation. 
The exhibitions were presented by RCMHE, 
L'Argentiere La Bessee, Iron Mines on Blackdown, 
and the Bigbury Bay Tin Ingots. 

We had a brace of RC'MHE presenters, a pair of Park 
Archaeologists, several from archaeological units and 
other professional origins and, pleasingly as always, 
professional presentations from a range of amateurs 
who dig, delve and research in odd corners for what 
would otherwise be either neglected or totally lost. 

It was a particularly good conference and should 
make a good publication - essential reading for 
anyone of our ilk wanting to know of, or going down 
to. the south west. The proceedings, in a similar 
format to those of the Mining Before Powder 
Conference. will be jointly published by HMS and 
PDMHS and should be out around the end of the 
year. Similar events in other areas are already in the 
pipeline. 
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We can recommend Seale Hayle to conference 
organisers, with its excellent food and 
accommodation. We would also thank the organiser. 
Phil Newman, for, once again, putting on and 
managing such a fine event. 
Lynn Willies 

EXCAVATION OF A PREHISTORIC MINING 
SITE ON COPA HILL, CWMYSTWYTH, 
DYFED 

Excavations were carried out during a period of three 
weeks in July and August 1995, and again for a week 
in September 1995. This was the sixth season of 
work at the site by the Early Mines Research Group. 

The mine is a naturally infilled opencut-working, 
some 40m x 15m in area and up to IOm deep which is 
located at the top of the Comet Lode, a 
lead-zinc-coppper mineral vein which outcrops on 
the brow of Copa Hill at the eastern end of 
(wmy:;twyth Mines. It was first examined by Oliver 
Davies in 1935. Since 1986 it has been the focus of 
more archaeological investigation, providing evidence 
for the mining of copper using pebble hammers 
(mauls) and fire-setting to attack a number of veins 
within the quarry. A sequence of radiocarbon dates 
obtained from overlying peats, mining debris and 
wooden artefacts has provided a reliable chronology 
which indicates that mining commenced in the Early 
Bronze age, sometime before 1900 BC, but had 
finished by about 1400-1300 BC. 

Jn 1995, the excavation of the entrance cutting to the 
mine was completed. The cutting was apparently 
made for the course of a drainage launder, a 
hollowed-out oak log some 4.8m long, which was 
found in-situ here in 1993. The thin sequence of 
sediments immediately beneath it have just produced 
the first two antler tools from the mine, together with 
a possible withy used in the hafting of pebble 
hammers. In addition, brushwood and timber show 
the signs of metal axe-marks and there is evidence for 
in-situ ore-crushing and fire-set mining. 

Work continues on the excavation of a deeper 
working, as does the palaeoenvironmental 
investigation of the site, sampling the pollen and 
macro-plant remains from the mine sediments, 
overlying infill, and also from the moorland peats 
within a 0.5 kilometre radius. 

It is planned to remove the last 2m section of the oak 
launder in ApriVMay 1996. It will be taken to the 
National Museum of Wales where it will be 
conserved and eventually put on display. 
Royal ArchaeologicJ/ lnstilule 



THE FUTURE OF THE BRITISH 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

A recent Government announcement states that the 
British Geological Survey (BGS) is to be the subject 
of a "Prior Options" review by its parent body, the 
National Environment Research Council. 

It is believed that there are four possible prior options 
being considered; namely abolition, privatisation, 
contratorisation and rationalisation. The "Status 
Quo" is not an option. 

BGS is the oldest geological survey in the world, 
having been set up in 1835. It is now the national 
centre for earth science information and expertise. Its 
work relates to minerals, energy, groundwater 
resources, land use and geological hazards. This 
work is increasingly international with several key 
projects being recently carried out in third world 
countries. 

Recently BGS has sought a higher profile and role 
within training and education and its almost "open 
door" policy to the general public when it comes to 
high quality lectures is surely a model for other public 
bodies. 

BGS also makes available affordable geological 
literature by way of guides, memoirs and maps. 
Despite recent price rises on many products, brought 
about by previous financial constraints, BGS still 
produces a wide range of high quality products. 
Recent initiatives have included the popular "Holiday 
Geology Guides" and a brilliant series on Scotland. 

Hints, as to the future price of geological maps, at the 
popular 1 :50,000 scale come from the fact that new 
maps are only available as colour electrostatic copies 
at f75.00 each. Is this what the future holds? 
Down to Earth 

STAFFORDSHIRE EXTRACTIVE 
INDUSTRIES 

a. Planning permission has been granted for the 
opencasting and subsequent infilling of.Knypersley 
Quarry at Brindley Ford by the H.J Banks Mining 
Company. Opencasting will take nine months and 
this will be followed by commercial tipping; the work 
to be completed within a five year period. 

The Planning Committee considered that the proposal 
was the most cost effective way to remove the 
current eyesore that is the derelict quarry. 

b. The life of the sand and gravel quarry at Baden 
Hall, Cold Meece, near Eccleshall, is likely to be 
extended by 18 months so that a further 150,000 
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tonnes of mineral can be extracted. Redland 
Aggregate have the support of Stafford Borough 
Council when the request goes to Staffordshire 
County Council Planning Committee. 

Work started on the quarry in 1991 and the new 
proposals specify that 2001 is the new completion 
date for extraction of the mineral. Once extraction is 
finished, Redland intend to create water lakes to 
improve the wetland habitat of the area. 
NSGA 

EARTH QUAKES 

Tremors from the earthquake that was centred on 
Harmer Hill, eight miles south of Shrewsbury, were 
felt in the Newcastle-under-Lyme area shortly after 
midnight on Friday 8th March, 1996. The quake, 
measuring 3 on the Richter Scale lasted for about 24 
seconds. 

A tremor, measuring 1.9 on the Richter Scale shook 
homes in the Keele area on the 21st February 1996. 
This was probably due to the collapse of old 
mineworkings. 
NSGA 

FLORENCE MINE, EGREMONT, CUMBRIA 

Florence Mine, the only deep haematite mine still 
working in Europe, is open to the public until 
October from 10.00am to 4.00pm. There are 
underground tours at 1030am and 1.00pm. There is 
an admission charge of £6.00. 

TRUE STORIES!!!! 

I. An Inspector of Mines was visiting a small mine 
that was -Operated by two brothers. On checking the 
first aid facilities, the Inspector commented on the 
fact that there was no stretcher available. 

"And who is going to carry the other end?" asked the 
elder brother. 

2. Three men in a rural area were wending their way 
home one fine summer's evening, somewhat the 
worse for wear. In the gathering dusk, one of them 
spotted an open mine shaft by the side of the cart 
track along which they were "walking" and they 
decided to investigate the shaft. 

Having dropped some pebbles into the abyss, one of 
them spotted a railway sleeper a few yards away from 
the shaft top. Working together, the three chums 
picked up the shaft and tossed it down the shaft. 



\_Vhat was so startling about the plummeting baulk of 
timber was not so much the attached steel chain 
which snaked past them, but the sudden appearance 
and disappearance of the unfortunate goat which was 
tethered to the chain! 
DDMS 

CAVING FOR GEOLOGISTS 

The Mundella Community College in Leicester are in 
the process of developing a series of field study 
weekends aimed at introducing geolologists/ 
geomorphologists to the excitement of kilometre 
after kilometre of exposed rock surfaces - below 
ground. These field studies are also aimed at 
improving the basic understanding of geological 
processes for existing cavers. 

The series is due to commence in September 1996. 

Further information is available from Tony Jones, 
Mundella Community College, Wycombe Rd, 
Leicester, LE5 OPR. Tel: (0116) 2762761 or FAX: 
(0116) 2765400. 
News of the Weald 

GUIDE TO MINING MUSEUMS 

A comprehensive guide to mining museums and 
tourist mines of coal, peat and oil appears in one of 
the coal industry's major reference works, Guide to 
the Coalfields 1996. It is published by Coal 
International Publications. The list is too long for 
reproduction in this Newsletter but it is recommended 
as the most up-to-date listing on the subject. It has 
been compiled by Dr Ivor Brown, 95 Manygates 
Lane, Sandal, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF2 7DL, 
who will be pleased to hear of any necessary 
corrections or potential additions. 
TJCCIH Bulletin 

THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF LIBRARIES 
CONCERNED WITH GEOSCIENCES, 
MINING AND METALLURGY 

The International Newsletter "The Cultural Heritage 
of Libraries concerned with Geosciences, Mining and 
Metallurgy" will serve inter-disciplinary functions. It 
will support thinking and apply in the field of cultural 
heritage among libraries of goesciences, mining and 
metallurgy. It will also be a means of information and 
communication for all international symposia on 
cultural heritage which in future will be held by 
libraries of geosciences, mining and metallurgy every 
two or three years. 
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The Newsletter is directed at all those who are 
concerned with the cultural heritage in libraries of 
geosciences, mining and metallurgy. It explicitly 
includes publishers, booksellers, antiquarians or 
second-hand booksellers, restorers and similar 
occupational groups closely connected with libraries. 
Reviews and preliminary information should 
recommend the relevant libraries to purchase 
literature and also to draw the attention of relevant 
historians to these publications. 

The idea of producing this International Newsletter 
was conceived during the preparation of the First 
Symposium on Heritage of Libraries concerned with 
Geosciences, Mining and Metallurgy. The first 
number of this Newsletter is now available. In the 
next few years it will develop into an information 
paper and contribute to planning for the future. 
Please send papers to be published in the desired 
language. It is planned to publish the Newsletter 
annually. 

Volumes 1(1994) and 2(1995) will be edited, printed 
and published in Frieburg. Volumes 3(1996) and 
4(1997) should be controlled directly by those 
libraries which will be invited to the Third 
Symposium on Heritage in Libraries of Geosciences, 
Mining and Metallurgy. The aim and object of the 
new organ of publication are symbolised on the title 
page of the Newsletter. May the new publication be 
successful. 
Dr I J Brown 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 4th September 1996. Copy can now 
be accepted on computer disc in virtually any popular 
word processing format. Do NOT include any 
control characters (underline, bold, tabs etc) on the 
disc. If in doubt as to whether your system is 
compatible, please contact the Editor. 

Copy, articles, photographs, letters etc should be sent 
to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY L!D 
Company No 1227931 (Registered in England) Liability Limited by Guarantee 
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Registered Office, Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, 

Matlock Bath, Matlock. Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- (01629) 583834. 
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