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If there is a cross in the adjacent box, then you have not renewed D 
your membership for the current year. Please renew now!!! 

SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

25 January 1997 
9 February 
21-23 February 
8February 

Surface Meet - St Aidans Draglines?'n 
U/G Meet - Ashford Black Marble 
U/G Meet - Wiltshire 

Page 15 
Page 4 
Page 5 
Page 5 
Page 5 
Page 6 
Page 7 
Page 6 
Page 6 
Page 6 
Page 6 
Page 6 
Page 6 
Page 6 

Slide/Video Presentation 
23 March U/G Meet - Goodluck 
20 April U/G Meet - Alderley Edge 
27 April Surface Meet - Magpie Cottage 
April U/G Meet - Salt Union Mine 
April 
2-lOMay 

U/G Meet • Boulby Potash Mine?'n 
Cornwall Mines 

June 
July 

Surface Meet - Yorkshire Mines 
South Wales Mines 

11·14 July 
October 

NAMHO Conference - Darley Dale 
Lake District 

~AL GENERAL MEETING 
The Twenty Second Annual General Meeting of 

the Peak District Mines Historical Society was held in the 
Pump Room at The Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 7th 
December 1996. 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending 30th June 1996 were accepted. 

Chajnpan's tej)Ort to the Society for 1995/96 

The aims and objectives of the Society continue to be well 
served thanks to the dedication of key members who 
manage to stimulate and enthuse the other members into a 
wide range of activities. 

At Magpie Mine, the preservation of the Engine House has 
been completed and the refurbishment of the cottage 
continues. It is anticipated that the Field Centre will be 
thrown open for a grand celebration in April. John Stott 
relinquished the post of Cottage Warden and Mavis Luff 
and Chris Morris have taken over this role. 

Work continues to preserve the site ofNew Venture Mine 
and a novel method of using plastic drums to fill voids and 
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retain walls should give mine explorers in future 
generations food fer thought Further investigation bas 
lead to more discoveries and even more work for next year. 

Work continues at the lead mines in the Winster area, 
descn'bed by Dave Penney and Evelyn Dixon in the April 
Newsletter. 

Substantial work on the Old Millclose Project was 
impeded by the theft of our venerable generator and the 
Society is exploring how this difficulty may be overcome. 

An exploratory investigation was carried out at a location 
in Stinter Wood and the site bas been reinstated until more 
work can be done on the site at a later date. 

Field meets attracted many members. Paul Chandler 
organised visits to surface and underground sites in the 
Peak District, Cleveland, North Pennines, Northern Dales, 
Mendips and the Lake District. Alan Mutter organised 
trips to Cromford Mill and The Galleries of Justice and the 
Caves ofNottingham. Ivor Brown organised an excursion 
to see the huge draglines at St Aidans opencast, near 
Swillington, Yorks and the underground locomotives at 
Armley Mills at Leeds. The draglines and locos are likely 
to vanish into oblivion • a chilling reminder that 
conservation is an ongoing. and usually expensive, task in 
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which the burden is carried by a small band of enthusiasts. 

Twenty years ago the Wills Founder Engine was recovered 
from the Winster Depths and then installed in what 
became the Peak District Mining Museum. Last 
September many of those members who recovered the 
engine met at Magpie Mine to celebrate this important 
event, recorded on film by Harry Parker. Harry also 
recorded the second Barmote Event that was held in the 
Museum in October and which was attended by Bill 
Erskine, the Barmaster. 

We are still negotiations with our partners in the Museum, 
Derbyshire Dales District Council and Derbyshire County 
Counci~ regarding our status. Society members are 
reminded that the rent has been raised from £1250 to 
£9400. I would point out that these are our friends. 

The Museum Working Party, led by Robin Ha~ continues 
to create exhibits which the Area Museum Service regard 
as very professional and the exht'bits are produced at a 
fraction of the cost of similar products that are 
professionally produced. In particular, the Magpie Exhibit 
makes an interesting corner, the model of the waterwheel 
crusher made by Frank Peel has now been installed, the 
Laporte Minerals exhibit has been brought up to date 
whilst behind the scenes Evelyn Dixon catalogues and 
cleans the acquisitions. 

The undergrowth and trees above Temple Mine which 
were a danger to the perimeter, have been cleared. Internal 
safety work is being carried out during the winter. The 
resulting expenditure will be higher than usual as there 
appears to be rock movements that need to be stabilised. 
The purchase of the surrounding land from the Derbyshire 
Dales District Council ran into several legal problems. 
However, it is better to recognise and to solve the 
problems before the land is purchased. Once again I feel 
that the DDDC have been less than helpful during the 
purchasing negotiations. The future development plans for 
the site are currently on hold until the land is acquired. 

Our association with the Pleasley Pit Project continues. 
Progress is a quick flurry of activity between frustrating 
periods of untangling the complex system to set up a Trust 
and to acquire the site. An Open Weekend in November 
gave members the opportunity to see the immense engines 
and the vast scale of the work required. 

The Publications Committee, convened by our Editor Dr 
Trevor Ford, have produced a splendid publication entitled 
"Derbyshire Black Marble" and a reprint of Stokes "Lead 
and Lead Mining in Derbyshire" has been given to all 
members who have renewed their membership this year. 
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Waiting behind the scenes are "A Glossary of Derbyshire 
Lead Mining Terms", compiled by Dr Jim Rieuwerts, "A 
History of Colliery Ventilation in Britain" by Alan Hill, 
and many others. During the year, after prompting by Dr 
Lynn Willies, it was agmxi to change the title of the 
Bulletin to .. Mining History, The Bulletin of the Peak 
District Mining Historical Society" to reflect the wider 
interests of our Society. It is hoped that a publication with 
a national and international context will attract a wider 
range of contributions leading to a wider readership and 
increased membership of the Society. Over sixty new 
members joined the Society last year, many as a result of 
Lynn's connection with the HMS/PDMHS Conference 
held in April in Devon. The proceedings of this 
Conference will appear as a future edition of Mining 
History. 

Roy Paulson resigned as Treasurer during the year. Wes 
Taylor took over the post as Hon Treasurer as well as 
producing the invaluable quarterly Newsletter. Remember 
the work of running the Society is carried out quietly and it 
is our Secretary, Keith Gregory, who oils the mechanism 
of the Society. 

Roy Paulson was made an Honorary Member for his 
commitment to the Society over the years. 

What of the future? We need a working party to dismantle 
the crusher and jigs at Ashover and install them at a 
possible Laporte site. Next year the Society are hosts for 
the NAMHO '97 Conference that is to be held 11th ·14th 
July at St Elphins School at Darley Dale, near Matlock. 
The success of the event will increase the prestige of our 
Society. I call on all our members to give it their best 
shot! Many volunteers are required to run the show. 

Election of Directors 

Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 1996/97 are:· 

Chainnan Mr A Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 JIU 
Tel: (01629) 584468 

Deputy Chairman Mrs E Dixon, 21 Marlborough 
Drive, Belper, Derbys, 
DE51LB 
Tel: (01773) 823020 

Hon Secretary J K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: (01629) 55400 



Hon Treasurer 

Hon Editor 

Hon Recorder 

Ordinary 
Members 

ANNUAL DINNER 

W J Taylor, 18 Station Lane, 
Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, Derbys, 
DE12 8NA 
Tel: (01283) 713315 

Dr T D Ford, 21 Elizabeth 
Drive, Oadby, Leicester, 
LE24RD 
Tel: (0116) 2715265 

R Paulson, "Holt House", Holt 
Lane, Lea, Matlock, Derbys, 
DE45GQ 
Tel: (01629)534775 

Dr I J Brown, 95 Manygates 
Lane, Sandal, Wakefield, West 
Yorks, WF2 7DL 
Tel: (01924) 257137 

D J Clucas, 4 Macclesfield Rd, 
Buxton, Derbys . 
Tel: (01298) 26436 

R A Hall, 5 Richmond Close, 
Walton, Chesterfield, Derbys, 
S403JH. 
Tel: (01246) 203302 

J A Peel, "Truncliffe House", 
Smithy~ PMWich, 
Ashbourne, Derbys, DE6 1 QD 
Tel: (01335) 390448 

JR Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse'\ Cobden Rd, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: (01629) 582521 

D Williams, "Clovelly 
Cottage", Lower Terrace Rd, 
Tideswell, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK17 8LX 
Tel: (01298) 871909 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held at 
Jackson Tor House, Matlock on 7th December 19%.. The 
Guests of Honour were Mr & Mrs Tony Waltham. 

Chairman Alan Mutter proposed the Toast to The Guests. 
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Tony Waltham replied by proposing a Toast to the 
Society. 

The Society Awards for 1996 were ann~ by Dr 
Trevor Ford. The actual presentations could not be made 
as none of the recipients were present at the dinner. They 
were:-

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to Chris Heathcote fur the 
preservation work that has been done at New Venture 
Mine over the .last year. 

2. The Peak Mines Award was made to Margaret 
Howard and Roy Buckley for their paper entitled 
"Greensward Mine and its Pumps" which was published in 
.BuUetin Vol 12, No 6. 

The formal part of the evening was completed by Tony 
Waltham giving a very entertaining and informative 
presentation on "The Production of Sulphur in the 
Xingwen Area of China". Besides illustrating the 
countryside and the Jabour intensive fanning of the area, 
Tony showed the small scale coal and pyrites mines, which 
are situated just above the limestone, and the method of 
smelting the pyrite to produce the sulphur~ He then went 
on to show the effect of the pollution from the smelting 
operation on both the surface and the massive cave 
systems in the underlying limestone rock. 

The number of members attending the dinner this year was 
very disappointing. Those members who did not attend 
were the losers. The room was warm and comfortable, 
the food was excellent and there wer.e ample portions for 
each of the seven courses. A glass of wine was included in 
the price of the meal and other drinks were realistically 
priced. Once again, the hospitality was very good. 

Now that we have found a good venue and furmat for this, 
the major social event in the Society's calendar, let us hope 
that it is better supported in the future. 
Wes Taylor 

OBITUARIES 
The Society and Peak District Mining Museum 

.bave.tteently lost four vey good members and friends. 

Michael Smith was a Founder Member of the Society. In 
1958,.after spending several years walking in Derbyshire, 
exploring underground, and researching the mines in 
Sheffield Libraries, Mike Smith became concerned at the 
destruction of Derbyshire's mining heritage. Though his 
name is not well known to many current members, he 
played a major rote in the furmation of PDMHS and 
without his help and unfililing enthusiasm the Society may 



never have been born. Mike died whilst on his way to a 
mineral collectors meeting at Cheltenham. Somehow, 
though he was still in mid-life, it seems appropriate that he 
should pass from us whilst on the way to one of his 
favourite pastimes. 

Roy Clayton joined the Society a few years ago, soon after 
his retirement as an engineer, through his involvement with 
the Museum. He was a regular at the desk and loved the 
involvement with visitors, becoming a dab-hand with the 
divining rods. He used much of his time to study geology, 
a hobby which took him all over the country. He died of a 
sudden heart attack whilst indulging this interest at a 
quany in Devon. 

Cyril James joined the Society many years ago. He was 
much involved in local archaeology and the surveying of 
archaeological sites with the late Leslie Butcher, father of 
Nick Butcher. He was also an associate of the late Nellie 
Kirkham. He had a fund of information about mining sites 
in the Peak which had disappeared before many members 
were born. He was also a regular at the Museum desk 
and he loved tinkering - we shall think of him when using 
the band saw that he recently gave to the Museum. 

Dennis Reeve was not a member of the Society but he was 
both a volunteer and casual education assistant at the 
Museum. He had recently taken early retirement from a 
position as a lecturer at a Derby College. He enjoyed 
talking to young people who visited the Museum and 
Temple Mine. His other interests included the Arkwright 
Society and Lumsdale in Matlock. He had recently been 
diagnosed as having a less-serious form of leukaemia, with 
every expectation of a full recovery, but within a week or 
so he suddenly died. 

We will miss them all 

NEW MEMBERS 
Mr RC Metcalfe 

MrNHBroady 

Mr T W Edwards 

Mr S J Armitage 

Miss J Mycock 

4 Tideswell Green, Newhall, 
Swadlincote, Derbys, 
DEll OUX 
Flat 10 Clough Hill, Slack 
Lane, Wittles, Hayfield, 
Derbys, SK12 5NL 
5 Cressfield Road, Lindley, 
Huddersfield, 
WYorks, HD3 3EF 
18 South View Road, 
Hoyland, Barnsley, S Yorks, 
S74 9EB 
914 Downhead, Shepton 
Mallet, Somerset, BA4 4LQ 
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MrG A Wall 8 Tyler Close, Caversham, 
Reading, Berks, RG4 7JQ 

MrPBarsby 44 The Common, Crich, 
Matlock, DE4 5BH 

Mr W J D Parhouse 36 Bells Place, Coleford, Glos, 
GL16 8BX 

Mr R Dingwall 30 Poolway Place, Coleford, 
Glos, GL 16 8DF 

MrNHardie 202 Ecclesall Rd, Sheffield, 
Sll 8JD 

Mr S Timberlake 98 Victoria Rd, Cambridge, 
CB43DU 

MrPABrooks 13 Rigga Lane, Eaton Bank, 
Duffield, Derbys, DE56 4BN 

Miss S A Smith Wickham Green, Coldwell Lane, 
Sheffield, SlO 5TJ 

Mr JHassop 605-105 E 15th St, North 
Vancouver, BC, V7L 4N9, 
Canada 

MrMS Bailey 67 Crantock Drive, Heald 
Green, Cheadle, Cheshire, 
SK83EX 

Mr & Mrs D Parnell 10 Salterford Av, Calverton, 
Notts, NG14 6JJ 

MrDANixon 3 Rose Ciottages, Litton, 
Buxton, SKl 7 8QY 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Mr S J Woodbridge 12 Cedar Drive, Marlow 

Bottom, Marlow, Bucks, 
SL7 3QB 

Dr A C Smith & W Morris 

MrB Saville 

Mr A Scragg 

MrHWhite 

Prof L R Moore 

SOCIETY MEETS 

21 Spring Terrace, Weston 
Colville, Cambridge 
"Silvertrees", 8 Greenaway 
Lane, Darley Dale, Matlock, 
Derbys, DE4 2QB 
22 Wilkin Croft, Cheadle 
Hulme, Cheadle, Cheshire, 
SK8 6SD 
7 Tan Y Coed, Mold, 
Flintshire, CH7 lLS 
c/o 107 Wentworth Rd, 
Harbome, Birmingham, 
B179SU 

1. ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE MINE, ASHFORD 
IN THE WATER - DERBYSHIRE 

Sunday 9th February 1997 
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Leader:- Paul Chandla-

This is the re-manged meet to replace the one that was 
cancelled at the last moment last May. It is an easy dry 
trip and the party size is limited to 15 persons. 

It is assumed that the members who booked ooto the 
aborted trip will attend. However, it is requested that if 
any of those members cannot attend this meet, would they 
please advise Paul Chandler. Other members who wish to 
attend this meet should contact Paul Chandler, Tel:
(01246) 220773 (evenings only). 

2. "MENDIP" MINES WEEKEND 

Friday 21st February- Sunday 23rd February 1997 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Provisional Programme:-
Friday - Monks Park Stone Mine, Corsham, 

Wiltshire. The visit is to be confirmed and it will be a 
unique chance to see a small scale limestone mine. 

Saturday/Sunday - Two trips, the actual days of 
which will be announced later. They are:-

a) Monkton Farleigh Mine. Wiltshire This is an 
ex Bath Stone Mine and Europe's largest World War Il 
underground ammunition depot It is hoped that it will be 
a multi-mile through trip. The majority of the workings 
are concrete lined although old stone workings can be seen 
in places. The mine was opened to the public several 
years ago, complete with conveyors, narrow gauge 
railway, underground power house etc. Unfortunately it 
was closed to the public and the majority of the artefacts 
were removed, although there are enough remaining for 
visitors to appreciate the layout and the enonnous size of 
the mine. The mine covers an area of about 80 acres. 

The grade for the trip is easy/moderate and boiler 
suit/oversuit clothing is required. There will be a local 
leader and a small charge will be payable. 

b) Box Stone Mine. Wiltshire 
This very extensive mine was visited by PDMHS members 
earlier this year. If this visit goes ahead it will be lead by 
Paul Chandler (complete with survey). Only a small 
section of the mine by one of the entrances will be visited 
due to the extreme complexity of the mine. It will be an 
easy grade trip, bring your camera and an extremely large 
ball of string! 
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Confirmation of day/meeting place and time will be 
available approximately two weeks before the meet. 
Please contact Paul Chandler as before. 

3. SLIDENJDEO PRESENIATION 

Saturday 8th March 1997 

Organised by the Masson Caving Group 

Venue:- Devonshire Arms, Hartington 

Time:- 6.30pm for 7.00pm 

Cost:- £5.00 per head, including buffet. 
Vegetarian food available if booked 
beforehand. 

All profits from the event will be donated to the 
Derbyshire Cave Rescue Organisation. 

PDMHS members and guests are invited to this slide/video 
presentation. The slide presentation is be entitled 
"Majorcan Adventures" and tells the story of the Masson 
Caving Group 1996 expedition. It will feature spectacular 
caves and gorges plus a brief over-view of the island itself. 

The video presentation will be the prize winning video 
entitled "Bagshawe Resurgence Cave, Bradwel~ 
Derbyshire". This video includes footage of the Masson 
Caving Group divers digging underwater at the 
resurgence. 

Tickets will be issued and all bookings must be made by 
23rd Febrpary 1997. No late bookings will be accepted 
and there will be NO ADMIT ANCE on the night. Please 
send bookings, making cheques payable to "Masson 
Caving Group", to Paul Chandler, Hon Secretary Masson 
Caving Group, 12 Darwent Rd, Tapton, Chesterfield, 
Derbys, 
S41 OUE. Please enclose SAE for the return of the tickets 
or else they will be available on the night. 

There is ample accommodation the Hartington area for 
anyone who wishes to stay overnight The accommodation 
available is B&B, Youth Hostel and caravan/camping . 

4. 9QQDLUCK MJNE, VIA GELLIA 

Sunday 23rd March 1997 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 
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This is an easy dry trip with optional climbs into stopes. 
To book your place, contact Paul as before. 

5. ENGINE VEIN AND OTHER MINE.LEY.ELS.Al' 
ALDERLEYEDGE.CHESHIRE 

Sunday 20th April 1997 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This visit is by pennission of the Derbyshire Caving Club. 
It is a moderate grade boilersuit/oversuit trip. 
Bring your camera. 

Party size is limited so to book your place, please contact 
Paul as before. 

6. SALT UNION MINE, WINS FORD, CHESIIlRE 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Permission has been granted for an underground trip to 
this working mine. The date of the visit has yet to be 
agreed. It will be a mid week visit sometime in April 
1997. No persons under 16 years old allowed but there is 
no upper age limit. 

To book your place, please ..contact P.aul as before. 

~ CORNWALLMINESMEET 

Friday 2nd May to Saturday May 10th 1991 

The meet will be based in the St Just area. 

This is a joint PDMHS/Masson Caving .Group/ComWllll 
Mines Groups meet. Final arrangements have yet to be 
confirmed. The provisional underground programme 
includes trips of varying difficulty, ranging from easy to 
difficult ladder and SR.T_ .5.w:face walks .ar.e..also included 

No trips are planned on the Tuesday or Thursday. 
Accommodation will be self catering. Members will be 
welcome for the full week or part week. 

For further details of all of this meet, please contact Paul 
Chandler as before. 

8. BQULBYPOI.ASBMINE.LQFTIJs, 
CLEVELAND 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 
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A decision is still awaited as to whether this proposed visit 
will go ahead. March or April have been suggested as 
suitable times for the visit. If permission for the visit is 
fortheoming, it would take place in mid-week and the party 
size would be limited to 10 persons. All participants must 
be under 65 years of age and be reasonably fit. 

For further details, please contact Paul as before. 

9. ADVANCE PROGRAMME FOR 1997 

All events are being organised by Paul Chandler. 
a.~:-

y orkshire Mining Area - guided walk. 
b. July:-

South Wales Mines Weekend. 
c. October:-

Lake District Mines Weekend. 

Further details will be published in future editions of the 
Newsletter. 

..N.AMHQ CONEERENCE 1997 
As previously announced, the next NAMHO 

Conference will.be hosted by the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society. It will be held from 11th-14th July 
1997.and will .be.based at St Elphin's Schoo~ Darley Dale, 
Matlock, Derbyshire. The centre will have facilities for 
camping arui ....caravans, as well as residential 
accommodation. Catering facilities will be available to all 
persnns attending.the Conference. 

The theme of the Conference will be "Mud and Water" ancf 
a number .of eminent speakers are being invited to give 
short papers on the subject. 

A full.pro.gramme of surface walks and underground trips, 
of varying difficulty, will be provided. It is expected that 
the San1rday .Ev.ening..sacial will he v.ecy Jnformal 

The Organising Committee are already busy with the 
detailed_planning of the Conference and the early 
indications are that a team of about 40 members will be 
required.tonmlhe..event. Team members will be required 
for duties ranging from car park contro~ manning the 
information desk to assisting with surface and 
underground trips, plus many other jobs!! Would anyone 
prtpareti..to.help..at..this event please contact Alan Mutter 
as soon as possible. This Conference will be a show-piece 
for the Society and its success will be determined by the 
support that the Organising Committee gets from our 
members. 



MAGPIE COTTAGE FIELD CENTRE 
The Agent's House was burned out on 25th April 

1967, an action which was subsequently proven to be 
arson. Over the last 20 years, but particularly over last 
few years, work has continued to refurbish the building to 
a high standard. This work is nearing completion and the 
refurbished building is ready for use. We now intend to 
transfer our energies to cleaning and upgrading the Smithy 
Area, ie the habitable area since the main cottage was 
burnt out, which may mean that the facilities in the Smithy 
may not always be available. 

It is hoped that we can formally celebrate the 
refurbishment of the Agent's House on Sunday 27th April 
1997. 

The Field Centre Facility is available for use by all 
responsible members and their guests. A member is 
personally responsible for the behaviour of their guests 
and juniors. We hope that all members will enjoy this 
facility which has been upgraded by the continued hard 
work of a dedicated core of members. It is planned to 
have a display to illustrate the work that has been done on 
the Field Centre over the years. 

If anyone can provide furniture (chairs, settee) or 
equipment (Henry type vacuum cleaner), would they 
please contact a Cottage Warden. 

We would remind members of the basic odes for use of 
the Field Centre. 

1. Cleaning 
DAILY - please leave the centre clean and tidy 

before leaving the site 
• Clean all work surfaces 
• Clean cooker 
• Sweep the floor 
• Wash, dry and replace pots and cooking 

utensils 
• remove and take all non-combustable rubbish 

home 
• clean toilet and washing facilities 

These measurers discourage vermin and prever}t disease. 
It is not the job of the volunteer cottage wardens to clean 
up after other people. 

All cleaning materials supplied are specifically for septic 
tank use. Strong bleach/disinfectant can kill 
active bacteria in the tank and inbt'bit the decay process. 

2. Heatig 
• Chop all wood in the Smithy or outside the 

building 
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• Do NOT under any circumstances chop 
firewood etc in the Agent's House because this 
action will damage the expensive bitumen 
flooring 

• It is polite to leave enough ready chopped 
firewood for the next visitors 

3.fm 
• Please note the recommended fees on the 

notice board and pay the appropriate amount 
• Log details of your visit in the book provided 
• The fees are used for the provision of diesel, 

calor gas, washing and cleaning materials etc 
• .Information about the Field Centre is 

provided in the Cottage Usen Manual 

4.Km 
• Keys are available from:-

Mr Chris Morris I.el:· (OU98) 71593 
Mrs Mavis Luff Tel:- (01530) 810905 

who are the Cottage Wardens and who may 
be contacted to discuss any bookings etc. 

5. Security 
It is recommended that personal effects are 
tidied away each day to discourage theft. 

NEW BOO.KS 
1. "Grey Gold" by Samuel Murphy. Published by 

Moiety Publishers. 450pp, 100 illustrations. Cost 
£25.50. 

Men, mining and metallury at the Greenside Lead Mine in 
Cumbria, 1825 to 1962. 

2. "The Geology of the Castleton Area. 
Derbyshire" by T.revor D Ford. Published by Geological 
Society Publishing House. 94 AS pages. Cost £8.50. 

Fully illustrated digest of the geology, geomorphogy, 
mines, caves and mineralization, together with four 
detailed excursion itineraries. 

BARMOTECOVRTEVENTHELDATTHEPEA.K 
DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM 

The second Barmote Court event was held at the Peak 
District Mining Museum on Wednesday, 23rd October 
1996. The day and date were planned to coincide with the 
traditiooal Barmote Court function. 



Twenty-four guests represented the Barmote Court, 
mineral operators..and.the P.eak P.ark.Planning Board. A 
similar number of Society members were also present 
The principal guests were Mr Roy Smith, archivist to the 
Duchy of Lancaster and Mr John Margesson, Agent to His 
Grace the Duke of Rutland. Also present were Mr 
William Erskine, the Barmaster, and Mr David Mort, the 
Assistant Barmaster. Mr Ian Parsons, Surveyor of Lanm 
for the Duchy of Lancaster, Mr Michael Cockaton, 
Steward of the Bamote Court and Mr Edward Tmnant, 
representative of Chatsworth House, could not attend. 

The guests wue welcomed by Dr J Rieuwa'ts..aDd Society 
Chairman Mr A Mutter. The traditional Bamiote Court 
repast of ale, bread and cheese was partaken, .followed by 
a buffet lunch. Mr Smith proposed "The Loyal Toast" 
before the inscribed clay pipes were distn"buted and 
charged with tobacco ffoin two lead tobacco jars. 

The formal proceedings ended with a short, but very 
intaestin$. preseotatioo by Dr TD Ford on.the Sado 
Scrolls which depict gold mining in Japan. 
Jim Rieuwerts 

JUGH~1JSl9 SEPfEMQER 1996 
ix PDMHS members met at Matlock Bath on a 

damp mmiing for a meet to be held at JnghoJes. After 
considering walking over Masson Hill to the mine, the 
party set off by car towards lugbotes. F.or meJt was to be 
a nostalgia trip as I bad not visited this system since the 
year a~ I had left school many moons ago. The trip 
therefore lead to some tests of memory and percepti~ 
together with renewed curiosity about Jugholes. 

The~ chamber is .always impressiv~ no matter how 
many times one bas seen it before, probably more so on 
looking at the flowstone and.sc.alloping and_p]acing in 
context with the other "water caverns" and the system as a 
whole. 

The trip was divided into two_.parts, the.more.recent mine 
workin~ and the natural part of the system. The recent 
mine workings were visited first. The workings are roomy 
and provided the day's first experience of the infamous 
mud that is found in Jugboles. They lead.to .a spectacular 
view from a gallery position high in the rear of the 
entrance chamber. 

The party then headed for the "natural" part of the system 
and were met by a powerful draught as the-OOtrance pitch 
was approached. The entrance to the section is via a short 
mine shaft and it was.noted that the exit from this shaft 
had been driven, or enlarged, from inside the cave. From 
the bottom of this shaft an initial venture into the "boulder 
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maz.e" resulted in at least one energetic, but futile, 
.excursion before the "big stuff" was reached - and even 
more mud. The journey continued along the streamway, 
up the beehive slopes and down to the muddy choke which 
now forms the sump. The last time that I had seen the 
sump it had a pool of green water well backed-up the 
passage from it's present position. The presence of 
formations at the choke raised a further question regarding 
the development of the system. On the return journey, Paul 
offered a "tight crawl" ...as..an alternative route out I took 
advantage of the offer in order to check my own 
understanding of tight. I was relieved to find it accurate 
and wen rewarding. 

The afternoon session was a .through trip from the entrance 
chamber to the adit that is located lower down the hill. 
The "water caverns" encountered in this_part of the mine 
are very impressive and they are well deCorated with 
inactive formations. The trip through .these caverns, mine 
workings and associated passages was quite sporty. Care 
was needed in this part of the mine.as much of the 
timbering could only be identified as black stains in the 
floor and the timbe.r that was left standing seemed to have 
been placed there as a joke. On leaving this section of the 
mine I had ample opportunity to wonder how a blackened 
piece of2"x2" timber could possibly support the six feet 
depth of deads built on the top of .the timber, even when it 
was new, let alone in it's present state. 

Nostalgia trips work best when all of the senses are 
involved. For practical reasoos I used an.acetylene lamp 
on this occasion and dragged my spare equipment along in 
an ammunition box. This .prompted .some questions from 
those in the party who bad not explored this way 
themselves and gave me a total experience of rattling box, 
the warmth, drips and smell of my lamp and the 
scape-ching sound each time my helmet and lamp reflector 
hit the roof. 

As for my memories of Jugholes, the sizes of the tight bits 
and roomy bits seem to have changed.around, .the wet 
parts are now drier and the drier parts wetter and there 
seems to be more mud. Jugholes mud really is something. 
It gets every where, sticks to everything and at one point I 
was totally .fascinated to find that as I tried to remove it 
from my hands even more seemed to appear. If only there 
was a market for this red stuff. 

Jugholes today is well worth a visit. There is plenty to see 
and.plenty _to think about in terms of how it was formed 
and how it has changed over the years. Beyond that there 
are lege.nds about it.and what it used to be like. I have 
even be told that there is a lower, lower, lower series in the 
system. 



Many thanks to Paul Chandler for organising and leading 
this interesting trip and for making the day so enjoyable. 
De"ickHale 

SMALLCLOUGHMINE-26THOCTOBER1996 
A party of 13 (unlucky for some) members and 

friends ~ at the entrance toJ:he.SmalJclongh Horse I .evel 
at Nenthead in the Northern Pennines. In the event it was 
unlucky for Paul Chandler when his lamp failed and he 
had to return to his car to get a replacement. Richard 
waited fqr..Paulto return and the rest of the party. paddled 
up the level as fast as possible, hopin_g to loose Paul and 
Richard. The hard crosscut took us to the North East 
Flats where we wasted so much time licking the natural 
Epsom ¥ts..off.th.e w.alls..that.Paul and R ichaui caught up 
with us. On through the North East Flats, admiring the 
ankerite and galena mineralisation, we quickl__y reached the 
first section of agony in the crawl through the "bunny 
hole". It was then an easy :walk.tbraugh1he..Main.Elats, 
past plastered wans and doors that had been built to 
manage the air flow through the mine. B):'Passing the 
blocked Gullyback Crosscut we dropped down into the far 
north en4 of the WheelF.Jats with its .wonderfol arching 
which had the camera buffs flashing in all directions. 
Access to the main part of the Wheel Flats was ea~ but 
this was followed by the second agony section through 
Heth~on's Crawl By this time you could hardly .he.ar 
yourself think due to the rumbling stomachs so it was a 
quick dash to the Ballroom Flat for lunch. B__y IIlY 

BE11SO's BIRTHDAY PARTY AT ST AIDANS 
OPENCAST SITE - t6m NOVEMBER 1996 

It wasn't long after arriving at the RJB site office 
at the St fJdans Opencast Site in Yorkshire that I 
discovered that I wasn't the only one in our party of twenty 
to have had the .conversation that went along the lines:-

"What are-¥011 doing on Saturday?" 
"I am going to a birthday party" 
"Someone in the family or is it a friend?" 
"No, its a dragline" 
"What's a dragline?" 

Well, we certainly knew after this trip. 

Mr.Alan.Stopher, site manager for R ffi, gave an 
introductory talk describing the events leading to the 
flood~g of the QPencast site, the civil en,gineering works 
required to recovery of the site and the plans for the 
operation .of .the.site when a11 of the water has .been 
pumped out. He also gave a description and history of the 
two dr~ that are on site but have not worked since 
1988 when the site was flooded. 

I was first introduced to the draglines when travelling by 
train to Leeds. Travellin..g to college one morning in 1987, 
I saw through the gloom a large machine working in a 
deep_pit on the other.side of.the riv.er hut llnew .nothing 
more about the site. 

reckoning, we were approximately six weeks late for the In March 1988, all this changed and St Aidans hit the 
95th Anniversary ..of.the original Masonic Dinner that gave .. .headlines. ..The.rock face co11apsexi aloog a .fa.ult.and the 
the Ballroom its name. River Aire broke through. In three days a new lake was 

After lunch, and a game of football, we had a quick look at 
Gypsum ,Corµer and then reversed through Hetherington'.s 
Crawl back to the Wheel Flats. This time we used the Old 
Flat Crosscut to reach the line of the Horse Level and the 
Smallclough Great Cross Vein. It was here that the party 
somehow..got split up -.never go undergrromd in a.party of 
thirteen. Only seven of us managed the side excursion up 
and down walls and down bits of railing to the GulJyback 
Crosscut, the Mini Ballroom and back into the Horse 
Level. A god paddle past the Old Fan Flats, a look at the 
Whim Chamber and we were back in the entrance passage. 

Outside the sun was actually shining! All in all, a very 
good day and our thanks go to Paul for organising the day 
and to the leaders for taking us_round.this m1tstandjng 
mine. 
Trevor Bridges 
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created lOOOm x 600m (150 acres) and 65m deep with th 
lake bed being made up of2.5m tons of coal. Until the 
lake was filled.the..ri:v.er ..downstream nfthe breach actually 
flowed backwards as water from the River Calder also 
helped to fill the_pit. 

Fortunately~ the two .draglines.that w.er:e.in.use..at...the time 
of the flooding were, even with a maximum travelling 
speed of0.1and0.15 mph, able to get to safe_ground 
before the site was completely flooded. To this day, some 
71

/ 2 years later , they have not moved again. 

The smaller of the two draglines is a Bucyrus - Erie 
1150B. It is one of four similar machines that were built 
in Milwaukee and operated for up to 10 years in the 
Unittld States hefure being imported .into Britain The 
11 SOB worked at several other opencast sites in the UK 
before arriving at St Aidans. The larger Ransoms and 
Rapier W2000 was built in the UK for use at St Aidans. 



The W2000 Dragline at St Aidans Openest Site 
Photo by Linda Bussey 

It is hard to give an idea as to how big the birthday girl is, 
her wortsmg weight of 1200 tons is the same as four fully 
loaded jumbo jets. The main structure could have a house 
built inside it with room to spare. The total power output 
of 1750 hp is close to that of a main line railway engine 
and if its electricity supply had a coin·in-.the-slot meter you 
would be putting lOp in every 2.5 seconds. With the 215 
ft boom and 19 cu yd bucket, she could quite easily carry 
both teams in a football match straight over the proverbial 
football pitch. 

As the 11 SOB was built with US electrical equipment she 
requires special equipment to be able to operate in Britain 
and this combined with her .age means that the future looks 
grim. RJB may again use the larger and much younger 
Rapier W2000 dragline. 

Our trip around the site was conducted with th.ellelp of .the 
site's residient Land Rovers. The thick mud and deep ruts 
proved the Land Rovers are very necessary to travel the 
six mile circuit of the site. 

Pumping of the pit started.in July 1995 .andatJl,QOO 
cubic metres (6.8 million galloos) per day, the lake is DOW 

half drained. One quarter of this water is cUITently being 
pr~ and used as drinking water. 

As part of the recovery plan, the river Aire and a length of 
the Aire and Calder Navigation have been moved to a safe 
distance from the pit. This.has required.the building of 3.5 
km (2 miles) of new navigable river and a 4.2m (13.5 ft) 
automated lock. This is the first new inland navigation of 
any length to be built in 90 years. The lock, complete with 
_g1az.ed control tower and the nearby new Marina, are very 
nice apart from being down wind of the local sewage 
works. The nearby original lock is DOW high and dry and 
half filled with the rubble of the old lock keepers cottage. 

Where it has not been cut by the new river or filled in with 
spoil, the old dry river bed is now well grassed over, but in 
being drained it has revealed a number of interesting 
.things. Adjacent to one of the river bridges are the 
remains of two cars, long since lost in the river but now 
the subject of a great debate between the site employees as 
to their make and model Also visible from the same 
bridge is wbat_could possibly be the remains of a wooden 
coal barge 
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Lunch time was not without surprises, for what should be 
produced..by. David Higgins..but...a bitthday_..cake,. complete 
with a dragline on the icing A very nice cake it was too. 

After lunch, our expedition braved the perils .of the.Leeds 
Inner Ring Road to visit Armley Mill Industrial Museum 
and the condemned 'Face to Cage' exhibition in the 
basement area of the mill. This interesting exhibition 
covers underground transport in.the coal mines.and..sta.rts 
with a length of artificial coal mine, complete with wooden 
pit props~ as a setting for both_geniune items and scale 
models. The next area displays underground locomotives, 
both diesel.and battecy electric,in.vacying ~ees of 

Thanks must go to Dr Ivor Brown for orgnaising this 
interesting an<l.informative trip and I imagine that I am not 
the only one who looks furward to the possibility of seeing 
the site again when.it is in foU prodnction,..some time next 
year all being well. 
Andrew Hurrell 

DID YOU-.RECEJV.E . .YOIIR '~QKES"? 
AU members who have renewed their membership 

early in the financial_year will have received a free copy of 
the Society's new edition of Stokes "Lead and Lead Mining 
in Derbyshire" with.their Octob.er . ..edition .of .the 

Newsletter. The normal 
retail price for this 
publication is £5.95. 

If you didllot..re.ceive 
this complimentary 
publication, then you are 
either a new member and 
can purcbas.eJtfrom the 
Peak District Mining 
Museum at a special 
price of £4.00, or you 
had not renewed your 
membership by the time 
the Newsletter was 
distributed. 

0-6-0 .DM "Pioneer" underground loco at Armley Mills Industrial Museum 
Pho.to by Andrew Hurrell 

Members who.have 
renewed their 
membershi_p since the 
publication of the 
October Newsletter will 
have found their copy of 
"Stokes" enclosed with 

restoration, the three main items being cosmetically 
restored to give a colourful, if hard to photograph, display 
of the variety of locomotives produced. 

The final section has had access restricted for the general 
public for some time but shows very well the steel lined 
roadway common in more modern workings and the steel 
wagons many times bigger than the wooden hand pushed 
wagon displayed in the first part of the exhibtion. 

Hopefully, Ivor Brown will be successful in getting some 
of the more endangered exhibits transferred to the Museum 
at Caphouse Colliery for permanent display. 

Proposals have been made for the preservation of the 
draglines at St Aidans, hopefully Ivor will be able to keep 
the Society. informed at thing.s progress. 
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this.Newsletter. 
Members who have not renewed their membership should 
do so as soon as possible to ensure that they get their free 
copy of the book. The free copies will not be available to 
members who do not renew their membership in time for 
the publication to be distributed with the next Newsletter 
in April 1997. 
Lynn Willies 

WILLS FOUNDER RE-UNION 
The afternoon of Saturday 14th September 1996 

proved to be fine and sunny and about 40 members 
gathered at the Magpie Mine Field Centre to celebrate the 
20th Anniversary of the recovery of the Wills Founder 
Engine from the mine shaft at Winster. 



Dave Waniner gave an interesting slide presentation and 
commartary which.cowred the entire project from the 
recovery of the engine to the ro-installation at the Peak 
District Mining.Museum at Matlock Bath. He was ai<kd 
by the many, and various, comments from the audience in 
which there was ftequmt reference to flares. bald.pate~ 
and red bats. Many members of the original recovery and 
restoration teams wr.re present at the re-union to reminisce 
about what had been an obviously arduous, if not fun, 
task. 

The gathering also gave those of us who have not visited 
the Field. Came reaat1y the chatw! to see the aJm<m 
complete rehabilitation of Magpie Cottage and to marvel 
at the superb facilities which are now available to 
members. Similarly, we took the opportunity to study the 
recently restored Engine House and Chimney. All of these 
structures will now stand proud for many more years to 
come. 

The event was rounded off in the customary PDMHS 
fashion with a group photograph that was taken by our 
own inimitable Harry Parker. 
The Simpson Family 

PDMllS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 
The Society has joined the infonnation technology 

age and now hosts its own Web Site which can be found at 
the Mining History Network situated at Exeter University. 
The network is~ by Professor .Roger Burt and 
contains the sites for numerous mining history societies 
from all over the world. 

PDMliS .bas been billed as "Britain's Active Mining 
History Society" and the site contains a growing amount of 
information and data. Details of the Society and its 
services to members are covered by several pages 
including the meets list and an information sheet. .Several 
other pages cover details of projects carried out by various 
groups within the Society. A start has also been made to 
put data useful to mining historians generally on our 
pages. 

Currently we are receiving around 15-20 visits a week and 
from feedback which I have received, the information is 
proving interesting to browsers from all over the world. 

The address for the Mining History Network is :· 
http:/fmfo.exeter .ac.uk/-RBurt/MinllisNet 

I invite members who wish to put details of their work on 
the site, or who have details of upcoming events, or who 

have other mining interests that they would like displayed, 
.to contact me either by E-mail or by PO mail 

The Society acknowledges, with~ Professor Roger 
Burt and Exeter University for providing a home for the 
Society's .pages. 
Dave Williams 
email addres.5:· davew@tid7.8.demon.co.uk 
PO Address:- Clovelly Cottage, Lower Te"ace Rd, 
Tideswell. Derby~ SKJ7 8LX. Tel: (01298) 871909. 

IJiITER IO THE EDITOR 
1. Surfing the Internet 

Perhaps there are some PDMHS members who dwell in 
cyberspace. The following is a selection of Internet Home 
Page Addresses which I have ..come across during my 
surfing trips. 

http://www.sat.dundee.ac.uk/""1U'b/bcra 
http://huizen.dds.nV-mol/ 
http://www.shef.ac. uk/-suss/news.html 
http://ro.com/-n4caveslcaving.html 
http://www.galaxy.net/-trbarton/cavenews/met.html 
http://www . .dhios.demon.co.ulc 
http://www.execpc.com/-nickoven/links.html 

This is just a sample of what is available on the Internet 
and the above sites contain links to related pages. There is 
also a caving discussion group in amon~ the thousands 
of Newsgroup.s which contains messages covering all 
aspects of caving/mining, much of it of an international 
flavour. UK interests are well featured. 
David Artlnu 
email address:-David.R.Arthur@BTlnternet.com 

2. Mine Level Discovered in Beresford Dale 
We are writing to advise you about a small discovery that 
we recently made. Last July we carried out a small 
exploratory dig at a site in Beresford Dale on the River 
Dove. Above the river on the right hand bank (facing 
upstream) is a wooded section containing a crag, known 
(we believe) as.Fishpond Plantation. In the base of this 
crag a narrow gorge runs back into the crag and ends in a 
downwards slope consisting of leaves, earth and rocks. 

After digging downwards_against the wall at the back of 
the gorge it became possible to squeeze feet first into a 
passageway behind. We found we had entered a (blind) 
mined level about 1-2m wide, 2-3m high and about lOm 
long. A vein of pink rock ran along the roof and several 
insects were found on the walls. These looked like brown 
lacewings with long antenna. Bones from some small 
animals were found on the floor but otherwise the place 
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was empty. We propose to call it Bel'esford Dale Level 
Its nearest grid reference is SK 147554. 

We found drill holes in the gorge outside as well as in the 
mined passage w~ think that the gorge may also be 
artificial and that the miners may have been following a 
vein from the surface but it petered out a short way 
underground. We have no previous reference to mining 
along the River Dove. 

We hope you find this discovery to be of some interest and 
if you have any suggestions as to the age and nature of 
these workings we would be grateful to hear them. 
Bill Griffiths and Steve Turnbull 
Stockport Caving Group 

BQQK REVIEWS 
1. "Geologists and the Histoty of GeolQiY. an 

International Bibliogpphy" by W A S Sarjeant. 
Supplement n (1985-1993). Published by Krieger 
Publishing Co, PO Box 9542, Melbourne, Florida, 32902, 
USA 2386 pages in 3 volumes. ISBN 0-89464·880-2. 
Cost$365. 

Our foundef' member, Bill.Sarjeant, has extended his great 
bibliography again. Originally published in 5 Volumes in 
1980 with 6,893 biographical entries for they~ up to 
1979, it was extended with a 2 Volume Supplement I 
covezing 1979-1984. This.had 1,548 entries. Thenew 
Supplement Il has 1,747 biographical entries of geologists. 
With cross-indexing by countriec;, subjects, organisations 
etc he whole bibliography runs to nearly 45,000 entries. 

This is a massive work which Bill Sarjeant has compiled 
as a side-line from his.main.research subjects.of 
palynology and reptile tracks. Over the years he has 
card-indexed the data .contained in these bibliographies by 
scouring other bibliographies, reviews, obituaries and 
histories of science. He also .scoured the many libraries he 
bas visited around the world. It is essentially an index of 
as many of those geologists who have contn'buted to the 
historical growth of the subject as is possible. He has tried 
to cover all languages using the Latin alphabet, but with 
an estimated 30,000 periodicals around the world which 
include some geology, doubtless there are omissions. 
Naturally your reviewer looked up his own name but it 
was not listed but .then, so f3r as he is aware, nobody has 
written up his biography as yet and it is a bit premature 
for an obituary. 

Bill Sarj~s biographical bibliography is a reference 
work which should be in every geological lt'brary. It will 

provide the raw material for many historicaVgeological 
studies in the future. 

The original 5 Volume set is still available at a cost of 
$535 and the Supplemmt Iis~ still available at a cost 
of$195. 
DrTDFord 

2. "John Whitehurst o{Derby: Clockmaker and 
Scientist 1713-1788" by Maxwell Craven. Published by 
Mayfield Books, Ashbourne. 272 pp, 251 illustrations, 
hardback, 248xl 74nun. ISBN 0 9523270 31. Cost 
£24.99. 

As the title indicates, Whitehurst earned his bread and 
butter as a .clockmaker .and .much of the book is devoted to 
this theme, which the author has thoroughly researched. 
However, PDMHS members will.know of.him.more as a 
pioneer sci~ principally as a geologist. His book on 
"An InquiJy .into the Original State.and Formation of the 
Earth" (1778 and 1786) contains the first published 
sections of strata across the Derwent Valley at Matlock. 
These were the inspiration for White Watson's Geological 
Tablets, the first of which was presented to Whitehurst in 
1786. WhitehW'st's sections incorporated information 
obtained from lead miners and so provide us with indirect 
data on the miners' knowledge of practical geology. 

Whitehurst was a member of the Lunar Society, the 
.informal gathering of mid-18th Century scientists, 
philosophers and industrialists, and he was close friends 
with such people as Wedgwood, Erasmus Darwin, 
Boulton, Watt and Priestly. Maxwell Craven has analysed 
the correspondeoce of~ and many others, as little of 
Whitehurst's own papers have survived. He shows that 
Whitehurst ha<Lconsiderable influence on the .others in 
catalysing their ideas on almost anything, architecture, 
hydraulic engineering and minerals to name butafew. He 
presents us with a fascinating picture of Whitehurst as a 
genesous businessman, a philosopher, a maker of clocks 
and other instruments such as barometers, and in later life 
as Keeper of Standard Weights at the Royal Mint and 
Fellow of the Royal Society. Crave.n's coverage of 
Whitehurst's geology is somewhat limited in your 
reviewer's mind, being only one chapter (No. 6) out of 11 
.and much of this is more concerned with White Watson 
and Farey. Craven makes up for this with long digressions 
on the family history and contributions to industry and 
knowledge of Whitehurst's numerous associates and 
descendants, thereby going rather beyond his brief. but 
interesting reading nevertheless. 
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Along with Erasmus Darwin and other, Whitehurst made 
several ~lorations of Derbyshire lead mines and caves, 
but it is a pity that few details appear to have survived. 

The book is nicely printed with many black and white 
illustratiops; .a.few of these arenther. muddy 
reproductions and it is a pity that some are not in colour, 
eg. the frpntispiece..portrait Df Whitehurst and the famous 
painting ·or the Orrery (page 57), both by Joseph Wright. 
Dr TD F.JJTd 

THE WORLDS BIGGEST COAL MINE 
A recent article on the Powder River Basin in 

WyominJandMontana, lISA.(RusselA Carter ..PRB 
Production to reach 360m tons by 2005 Coal August 
1996, PPf3-35).giy.es..some of.the awesmne statistics_of 
modern furge scale open-strip mining. 

The largest mine is the Black Thunder operation which, in 
1995, produced some 36m tons of sub-bituminous coal. 
This is f'9Ughly ei:p1al to..the.annuaLoutpu.t of all British 
opencast and underground mines. All this from 462 men 
employed. Output is set to rise to 44m tons by 1998 and 
possibly to 55m tons by 2025. Employment is likely to 
rise to ~ble this target to..he.a.chiev.ed. The total material 
mined in 1996 was some 119m tons per year, or some 
325,000 tons per day. 

The s~ being workM is .the Anderson-.Wyodak Seam 
and it is 68ft thick which lies under some 156 ft of 
overburden. The overburden is blasted and then removed 
by draglines and mechanical shovels. The output is 
transported by sixteen 170 and 240 ton haulers to a 
near-pit crusher and thence by a 2 mile long conveyor to 
the railh¢ .Aube railhead..tbete.is.a 100,00D.tan 
stock-pile and two 13,500 ton loading hoppers. Usually 
nine trainloads are dispatched daily, each train capable of 
carrying about 12,000 tons of coal. The cost of freight is 
about 75%.ofthe de1ivemi cost.but the.porential for 
export can be seen by the fact that last year some 2m tons 
were exported to Spain via the Mississippi River. 

Two other mines are owned by the Powder River Co, a 
subsidiar)' .of .the Eeahody Holding Co whichis itself part 
of the British company, Hanson Plc. The combined 
production of the Rochelle Mine and North Antelope Mine 
is about 52m tons a year. Hanson decided not to bid for 
British Cpal.p.jts several years ago and it is not hard to see 
why they made that decision. A further separately owned 
mine, Caballo Roho produced just under 17m tons last 
year and boasts of a safety record in which there has been 
no lost-tjme..a.ccidems . .o¥er.theJast 7 y.ears, a pawerfol 
argument in favour of strip-mining rather than 
underground coal mining: 

The coal produced is low grade and, for a specified heat 
rnp1irement, smne 40% more coal has to be burnt than 
would be the case with normal bituminous coal This 
factor obviously. makes ash, .grate size and nther..problems 
at power stations. The coal is low sulphur and in practice 

Jias..caused few..erproblems.than w.ere originally 

anticipated. 
_Lynn Willies 

.MINING STUDY ..TOIIRS 
Atalaya Tours, which has a very high reputation 

in this very specialised field, plans a further series of tours 
for 1997. They are:-

_Sp.ain - Rio Tinto and the Iberian 
Pyrite Belt 

Mexico 
India 

Western 

- Southern Spain including 
Linares and Almeria 
- Northern Spain and P-Ortuwil 
including the Roman Gold 
Mines 
-Real delMnnt.e to Durango 
- Zawar, Rajpura and Kola 
Goldfield 

Britain - Walt~c; and the South W-est 

All enquiries to Atah!ya Tours Ltd, Ceinionfa, Ciwel 
Dewi, Aberystwyth, SY23 3HR. Tel & Fax (01970) 
828989. 

DERBYSHIRE SNIPPETS 
1. Alleged car thieves have been caught near 

Perryfoot Farm. 

2. Quarry.ing.is proceeding at a fast rate.at Eldon 
Hill Quarry before the planning consent expires in 1997. 

3. DCA is concerned at the alleged increase in the 
_dumping of animal carcasses into mine.shafts, .swallets etc. 
Please advice P Mellows, (01623) 882515, of any 
occasion where members find dum_ped carcasses. 

4. Cap lamps, chargers and other mining 
..equipment is..availahle at .competitMuates from Ox.croft 
Engineering Ltd, Chesterfield. Tel:- (01246) 810110. 
Fax:- (01246) 811461. 

END OF AN ERA AT POINT OF AYR 
The last coal was raised at the Point of Ayr 

Colliery in North Wales on 23rd August 1996. 230 jobs 
were.lost as a result of this closure 
RJB had offered to sell the colliery to the workers but this 
offer was rajected Flintshire County Council is 
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considering turning the site into a heritage centre linked to 
a boating marina. 
NMRS Newsletter 

WHEAL JANE POLLUTION 
This year has been the second full growing year 

that reed beds have been used to attempt to control the 
pollutants in the mine water issuing from Wheal Jane Mine 
in Cornwall These reed beds have removed some 80% of 
the iron and 95% of the arsenic from the water. 
Underground, beds of cattle slurry, straw and hay have 
been shown to be capable of removing zinc, cadmium and 
copper. These processes produced Hydrogen Sulphide 
which has resulted in complaints from local residents but 
the Environment Agency state that the level of this gas in 
the atmosphere is well below any danger level from 
prolonged exposure to this gas. 
NMRS Newsletter 

A WEEK OF HOPELESS ADVENTIJRE! 
Residential courses on slate have beenJield for .a 

number of years at Plas Tan y Bwlch, the Snowdonia 
National Park Centre. Led by experts on W.elshSlate.the 
courses consist of field visits and lectures. The next 
course entitled "Slate: A week of hopeless adventure" takes 
place from the 9th to 14th February 1997. The course 
looks at some of the Welsh slate quanies which were 
doomed to be financial failures. Some of the field trips 
will probably include underground exploration. 

The cost ranges from £165 - £210, depending upon type of 
accommodation, and includes all meals and field meet 
transport. Further information from Plas Tan y Bwlch, 
Maentwrog, Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd, LIAl 3YU. 
Tel: (01766) 590324. 

THRELJ{ELD OVARRY .& MINING MUSEUM 
Development of the Museum continues. Projects 

underway are the erection of a waterwhee~ the extension 
of a 2ft gauge railway into the former microgranite quarry 
and the construction of a working gravity operated incline. 
Work on the projects slow down in during the winter but 
the impetous will be be rivived the spring. As our 
numbers are small we need help to make progress. 
Anyone interested in helping in any way please contact Ian 
Hartland, via the Museum. Tel:- (017687) 79747. 

injury to persons. The fall had been predicted after the 
removal of rock buttresses earlier this year. No damage 
has been done to the three remaining Blondin Cranes but 
any attempt to make the working area safe may make 
significant changes to the site. 

The quarry has had several years of poor production, 
caused by geological problems, and this incident may 
result in the total closure of the quarry. 

POSISCRIPf TO mt ST AIDANS DRAGLINE 
MEET 

As this edition of the Newsletter was closing for 
printing, it was announced that the Site Management at the 
St Aidans Opencast Site had been instructed to prepare a 
contract for the scrapping of both of the draglines that are 
on site. As a result of this infonnation, Ivor Brown is 
hoping to arrange another visit to the site on 25th January 
1997 for those members who have shown interest in the 
draglines but were unable to attend the meet in November. 
Anyone interested in this potential visit should contact Ivor 
.as soon as possible. Tel: (01924) 257137. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Acknowledgement is made to the following who 

have submitted copy for this Newsletter but who have not 
hem credited against individual articles. They are Dr Ivor 
Brown, Graham Bullougb, Andrew Hurrell, Mavis Luff, 
Alan Mutter, Dr Jim Rieuwerts and Dr Lynn Willies& 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 1997 EDmON OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 4th March 1997. Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SW ADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SQCIETY LTD 
Limited by Guarante Registered Charity No S04662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 

South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR 

Tel;.. (01629) S83834. 

Web-Site:-http://info.exeter.ac.uk/-RBurt/MinHistNet 

The cootcnts of this Newsletter arc in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without permission providing due 
acknowledgement is made of ttie source. 

PEN YR ORSEDD SLATE QUARRY Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessary reflect the opinion of the 

On 2nd November 1996, a fall of slate occurred at Society. Copy submitted for pablication is not checked by 
the Working Base in the New Pit There are no reports of the Editor for accuracy. 
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PEAK DISTIUCT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

199S 

INCOME 

4,981 
1,344 
1,296 

76 
SS 

619 
4,077 
l,80S 
9,000 

910 

£ 18,031 

?:XPENDITIJRE 

246 
4,928 
1,332 

546 
92 

862 
6,000 
4,500 

25 
(500) 

£24,163 

£ 6,132 

INCOME AND EXPENDITIJRE ACCOUNT 

for the year ended 
30th JUNE 1996 

Subscriptions 
Sale of Publications 
Building Society Interest Gross 
Donations and Miscellaneous Income 
AnmaaJ Dinner Surplus 
Magpie Cottage Fees & Publications 
Engiae House Appeal 
Magpie Cottage from PDMM 
Temple Mine Share of Profits from PDMM 
Temple, Contribution from PDMM 

Accountancy 
Cost of Bulietins and Publications 
Printing, Stationery and Postage 
Insurances 
Miscellaneous Expenditure 
Magpie Site Expenses 
Contribution to PDMM re Magpie Development 
Contribution to PDMM re Temple Development 
Library Expenses 
Traftl 
Peak Award 
Wiota' Expenses to Museum - not paid (Temple) 
Donations 

Surplus for the year 

1996 

5,206 
2,173 
1,285 

140 

488 

£ 9,292 

223 
4,932 

760 

161 
1,542 

90 
242 
25 

1,050 

£ 9,292 

1995 

BALANCE SHEET 

for the year ended 

30th June 1996 

CURRENT ASSETS 

2,500 
59,938 

1,091 

£ 63,529 

Stock of Publications 
Building Society 
Cash at Bank 
Temporary loan to Temple 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

746 Sundry Creditors 

£ 62,783 NEIT ASSETS 
==== 

FINANCED BY :-

1,361 
200 

11,603 

Capital Reserve 
Peak Mine Award 

CAPITAL 
Engine House Appeal 
Receipts in year 

Contribution to P.D.M.M. 

REVENUE ACCOUNT:-

43,487 
6,132 

£ 62,783 

Balance 30.6.93 
Surplus tor Year 

6,000 
47,224 

2,187 
2,937 

SS,348 

1,187 

11,603 
45,036 

56,639 
50,925 

49,619 
267 

49,886 

1996 

S7,161 

£ 57,161 
==== 

1361 
200 

S,114 

49,886 

£ 57,161 
==== 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

NOTES TO TIIE ACCOUNTS 

I. CAPITAL GUARANTEED 
Eich member undcrubs to~ to die AllCb aftbe 
Sociely in the C!'iall of the 91111 beiDt wound lrp, Midi u 
l!lllY be reqwred, not eiu:eeding £ 1. 

2. PEAK DISTRICT MINING 
MUSEUM By an Agrumcal dasod 14th February 1971 
._ tbe Darbyshire Couuty COUDl:il, the Derbylhire 
D.ies Dillrict COUDCil ad tbe Pak DillrKt MiDinc 
Hia:Jncal Socicly Ltd., c:cr1am UICb, bdd at DO book 

value. wlUda - vested. tbe Pak Dillri&:l Mm. 
Hisearical Socidy Ltd.. and siluold a tbe Pak DUlnct 

MiD.iDg M-. Madol:k Bdl, are cbqod apimt 
pa!llible de&-- ill tbe opndoa of the said Msaaum. 

Subject to tbe awnD ccmd al 
Iba Pak Dillrict MiniDa M-1lJom Mn-....... 
CcxnmiUee, allhlishod by the said agrecmenr. the Pak 
D'dllrii:t Mines Hislorica1 Socidy Ltd.tu aptl of the 
u Oxnmjnre in the arahliohmld 11111 ntlllliDs oCdle 
Mmeum, bat baw DO ocher liability IXiClpl U above in 
respect dMnot: 

3. TEMPLE MINE Tiii Pait 
Dillrict Mining Mu.all°""' ~ Tm1'Jle MiDI on 
bebalf af tbe Soacly. Ill)' opeRUlll IUl'plua beilll pUl 
:1WI' to die Socidy llllllllily. Tiii Socidy-m 
rwpo1111"ble iJr tbe ma.-. olTmiple Mm. wlUdl. 
Jbg widl Ill)' !U1piUI. are DOW iDllgiatld ill tbe Socidy 
ICCOWIU. 

£267 

REPORT OF TIIE DIRECTORS 
to the mrmbers of 

vit1i the rcquireme:nu of~ 226. and which otberwlSe comply with the n:quttclDl:Ut! of the As:t relatma to 
ic.:.ounts. as fill as appl.Dble to the <XllllPIJlY. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
:or the year ending June 30th 1996 the company-. entitled to ~oo under sub8ectiai (1) of sect100 

!49A olthe Cooipanies Act 198S IDd DO notic:e bas been deposited under subsectioo (2) ofsec:tioo 2498. 

rhe diseclon aclcnowledge their responsibilities for:. (i) ensuring that the cooipaey keeps propec accounting 
econb whicli comply with soctioo 221, and (ii) preparing ac:counts whkh give a true and fJ.u view of the state 

if the C101I1p1U1y as at the end of the finucW yar and of its profit and loss for the financw year m aa::ordance 

fbe aimpuiy acicowwiats. have issued an Aa:owumaa Certtficate ia which they say "We have p:epared. 
"1tbout ..:anymg OUI an Audit, tbe ac:cowm herein from the 1<m1mtina ra:ords of the Society and from 
nixmatlOD IDd cxp!Ullllon supplied to us•. 

W H Hardmg & Co, Certified Aax111nrant' 

~9 l'rw Lane. Lcit.:csler 
W J Taylor Hon. Treasurer 

13th Sqitembet 1996 


