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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

17th April Steam Engines at Nottingham Page 2 
l st May Extraordinary General Meeting - Magpie Mine Page 1 
29th June Surface Walle - Grassington Page 2 
11th-14th July NAMHO Conference - Darley Dale Page 2 
26th-27th July U/ground meet - South Wales Page 2 
24th August U/ground meet - Ilam Page 3 
13th September Sponsored wall< - Magpie area Page 1 
18th-19th October U/ground meet - Lake District Page 3 
16th November U/ground meet - Derbyshire Page 3 

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS 
An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Peak 

District Mines Historical Society Ltd will be held at 12 
noon on Sunday 11th May 1997 at the Magpie Mine Field 
Centre for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit, 
passing the following Special Resolutions. 

1. "That where the Articles of Association of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited refer to 
"husband and wife" it may also be taken as "two adults 
living at the same address". 

considered prudent to make a modest increase in the 
subscription at this point in time. 

Both of these Special Resolutions have the support 
of the Directors of the Society. All members of the 
Society are invited to attend this meeting. 

K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 
l st April 1997 ' 

EXPLANATORY NOTE (not fonning part of the GENERA TOR REPLACEMENT FUND 
Resolution): This resolution has been made to reflect the The Society's mobile generator was stolen last 
modem practice whereby persons living together may not autumn and a replacement is required. Dr D Thornton 
necessarily be married to each other. proposed the establishment of a Generator Replacement 

2. "That Article 4 of the Articles of Association 
of the Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited shall 
be amended such that the Annual Subscription shall be:-

Ordinary Member £ 13. 00 
Joint Members £15.00 
Family Members £17.00 
Junior Member £ 5.00 
Institutional Member £18.00 

and shall take effect from I st September 1997. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE (not forming part of the 
Resolution): There has been no increase in subscription to 
the Society since 1988 and with the cost of providing the 
services to Members continually increasing, it is 
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Fund and started it off with a very generous donation. The 
Council of Management wish to develop this fund and will 
support any fund-raising activity which will provide 
moneys to be specifically used to offset the cost of 
financing a replacement generator. Donations to the fund 
will be wannly accepted. The cost of a second hand 
generator is £2,800. 

The First Event 
The first event to raise funds to finance this 

project is to be a SPONSORED WALK. 

Are you CURRENTLY below par? 
Do you wish to SWITCH over to SPARKLING 
health? 



Why not GENERA TE funds and fitness by taking detennined by the support that the Organising Committee 
part in a sponsored walk with our LIVE WIRE Chris gets from our members. 
Heathcoate as CONDUCTOR! · 

The sponsored walk will be held on 13th 
September 1997 and will start from Magpie Mine at noon. 
There will be various grades of walk in the vicinity of 
Magpie Mine and each will incorporate many mining 
features. After the walk there will be a social occasion at 
Magpie Mine. 

Help us to help ourselves - if you are unable to 
take part in the walk then sponsor Chris Heathcote or any 
of the other walkers. A sponsorship form is enclosed with 
this Newsletter. Return the bottom slip for registration 
and indi~te the grade of walk on the day. 

All of the proceeds will be used to offset the cost 
of the generator that is to be bought for the use by Society 
members. 
Alan Mutter 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1997 
As previously announced, the next NAMHO 

Conference will be hosted by our Society. It will be held 
from I 1th-14th July 1997 and will be based at St Elphin's 
School, Darley Dale, Matlock, Derbyshire. The centre has 
facilities for camping and caravans, as well as residential 
accommodation. Catering facilities are available to all 
persons attending the Conference. 

The theme of the Conference is "Mud and Water" 
and a number of eminent speakers have agreed to give 
short papers. 

A full programme of surface walks and 

A welcome number of delegate bookings have 
already been received. Don't forget, there is a 25% 
discount on the Registration fee for bookings received 
before 1st May. Each member was sent a booking form 
with the last Newsletter. 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. NOTTINGHAM ARKWRIGHT SOCIETY 
STEAM ENGINES 

Thursday 17th April 1997 

Organiser:- Wes Taylor 

Members, and friends, have been invited to this evening 
steaming of the steam engines at The Industrial Museum, 
Wollaton Park, Nottingham. Anyone .intending to attend 
this event should contact Wes Taylor, Tel:- (01283) 
713315, by the 10th April. 

2. CORNWALL MINES MEET 

Cancelled due to lack of interest. 

3. BOULBY POTASH MINE, LOFTUS, 
CLEVELAND 

Cancelled due to failure of mine owners to reply to 
communication. 

4. GRASSINGTON, NORTH YORKSHIRE 

underground trips, of varying difficulty, will be provided. Sunday 29th June 1997 
The Saturday Evening Social will be very informal. 

The Organising Committee is already busy with 
the detailed planning of the Conference and the early 
indications are that a team of about 40 members will be 
required to run the event. Team members will be required 
for duties ranging from car park control, manning the 
information desk to assisting with surface and 
underground trips, plus many other jobs!! The team is 
slowly being built up but more volunteers are still 
required. Anyone prepared to help at this event should 
contact Alan Mutter as soon as possible. This Conference 
will be a show-piece for the Society and its success will be 
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Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Bring walking gear and packed lunch. 
Contact Paul Chandler, Tel:- (01246) 220773 (evenings 
only), for details of meeting time and place. 

5. SOUTH WALES MINES WEEKEND 

Saturday 26th July - Sunday 27th July 1997 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 



Visits are planned to Dinas Silica Mine, Wainfelin Iron 
Mine and Carno Adit (a man made tunnel). 

All of the visits are "Easy" grade but the iron mine 
contains mud and water that is over wellie depth 

For further details contact Paul Chandler as before. 

6. ROBINS SHAFT, ILAM, STAFFS 

Sunday 24th August 1997 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Grade:- moderate/difficult 

All members attending this meet must have SRT 
equipment and be competent in its use. The shaft is an 
unusual inclined shaft, only part of which is inclined. At 
the bottom of the accessible part of the mine there are part 
natural phreatic chambers. The total depth of the 
accessible workings are approx. 230ft (70m). 

For further details contact Paul Chandler as before. 

7. LAKE DISTRICT MINES WEEKEND 

Saturday 18th October - Sunday 19th October 1997 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This is a joint meet with CATS and Masson Caving 
Group. 

There will be abseil through trips to Greenside (lead) Mine 
and Plumbago (wad) Mine. SRT equipment required. 

Further details in the next Newsletter. 

8. DERBYSHIRE MINE 

Sunday 16th November 1997 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Further details in the next Newsletter. 

9. PROPOSED MEETS IN 1998 

a) East Surrey Mines 
b) Mendip Mines 
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c) North Wales Mines 
d) Northern France 

Further details in future Newsletters. 

DERBYSHIRE MINES AND CAVES 
PDMHS members and guests are welcome to 

attend the Masson Caving Group Tuesday evening meets 
which are held fortnightly from March until October 

For further details contact Paul Chandler as before. 

MENDIP MINES WEEKEND 
The proposed "Mendip Mines Weekend" at the 

end of February had to be cancelled at the last minute due 
to lack of interest. Thanks to those few members who had 
showed interest in the meet. Members are asked to note 
the following points relating to access to stone mines in 
Wiltshire:-

1. Monks Park Stone Mine, Corsham - No access 
due to Quarry legislation. Letter received from mine 
owners denying access. 

2. Monkton Farleigh Mine, Bathford - No access 
to most of the mine due to recent change in ownership. 
Paul Chandler 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1. "Derbyshire Black Marble" by John 

Michael Tomlinson and Trevor D Ford. Peak District 
Mines Historical Society Special Publication No 4. 96pp. 
ISBN O 904334 04 X. Cost £9.95. 

PDMHS is to be congratulated on bringing 
together John Tomlinson (the principal author) and Trevor 
Ford and publishing, to a very high standard, this splendid 
book. 

England has no true metamorphic marble of 
commercial significance but dense polishable limestones 
have been worked, and described as being marble, at a 
number of locations. Many of these had architectural 
applications and can still be found in-situ. 

The Derbyshire Black Marble described in this 
book is a polishable variant of the carboniferous limestone 
and was mined at several locations around Ashford-in-the 



t 

._ _ _ 

Water, some 3 km north west of Bakewell. When cut, 
turned and polished it was used for memorials, table tops, 
mantelpieces, ornaments, vases etc. The polished black 
material, reminiscent of jet, was often inlaid with pieces of 
other coloured stones etc. Being generally small and 

2. "Slate from Coniston. A History of the 
Coniston Slate Industry" by A Cameron - 1996. 
Published by Cumbria Amenity Trust. 15 lpp, illustrated. 
Cost £7.50 + p&p. 

portable, Derbyshire Black Marble objects can now be This substantial book draws on estate papers and, 
found scattered throughout the UK and beyond. largely, secondary sources to present an account of the 
John Tomlinson's great grandfather and two of his uncles openworks and underground quarries for slate and 
had been connected with the black marble trade at Ashford flagstones that are located near Coniston in the Lake 
and his researches have taken in family history as well as District. There are two illustrations of underground scenes 
industrial history. It is known that in 1748 one Henry and 14 surface views, which include several old 

Watson had invented an "ingenious method of sawing and photographs of men at work in the quarries. Nine maps or 
polishing marble by water power from the River Wye" and diagrams include reproductions of early Ordnance Survey 
in 1789 J Pilkinton had reported the "main employment" of products. The bibliography lists mainly secondary 
the 540 inhabitants of Ashford as being the turning and sources. A gazetteer gives extensive details of25 quarries, 
polishing of the marble. This industry appears to have some being underground. There is also a one page 
ceased operation early this century. glossary of quarrying terms. 

Dr Trevor Ford has contributed valuable 
appendices on the marble mines, the marble works and the 
geology of the deposit. Two principal mines are described, 
the Rookery Mine (SK 190696) and Arrock Mine 
(SK191694). Access to Rookery Mine is controlled by 
DCA and there is no access to Arrock Mine. The 
thickness of the beds that were mined was about 7 feet. 
Descriptions of the mines and the mining methods are 
described. Also included are plans showing the 3000 ft of 
passages in the Rookery Mine and about 700 ft of 
passages in Arrocks Mine. Other small-scale workings, 
both opencast and underground, are also mentioned. 

The book contains a detailed plan and description 
of the site of Henry Watson's water-powered marble mill 
with saws, lathes and polishing machinery. There is also a 
useful plan that shows the location of the mines, works and 
other sites in relation to Ashford-in-the-Water village. The 
majority of the illustrations (including 35 in colour) are of 
ornamental objects made of the marble with coloured 
inlaid work. There are two black and white photographs 
of the inside of Rookery Mine, four reproductions of older 
illustrations of and inside the Marble Works and several 
relevant printed ephemers. Two pages are devoted to a 
very full and useful bibliography. 

This is an exceptionally well produced and 
presented book. It has the unusual virtue of treating its 
subject from the mine face to the end-user, a link that is 
too often neglected in the publications of mining history 
organisations. 
Paul WSowan 
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PaulSowan 

3. "The History of the County of Gloucester. 
Volume V - Bledisloe Hundred. St Briavels Hundred. the 
Forest of Dean" edited by NM Herbet. 1966. Published 
by Oxfo~d University Press/Institute of Historical 
ResearchNictoria County Historical series. 440pp + 
xxiii, ISBN O 19722 787 2. Cost £70. 

The book includes numerous references to lime 
burning, stone quarrying, iron and coal mining etc. A 
separate section on the Fore~1 of Dean Industries, pp 326 -
354, includes Mining in the 18th Century, Mining from the 
l 770's, Quarrying, Ironworks, Mills and Tramroads and 
Railways. 
Paul Sowan 

4. "The Building Stone Heritage of Leeds" by F G 
Dimes & M Mitchell. Published by the Leeds 
Philosophical & Literary Society. 112 pages paperback. 
ISBN I 870737 10 5. Cost £9.00. 

Building stones are somewhat marginal to mining 
history but this nicely produced little book by two former 
officers of the British Geological Survey (Frank Dimes 
died during the final stages of production) is a welcome 
addition to the literature. 

It starts with an introduction to the history of 
Leeds and the geology of the surrounding area. In 
particular, it relates to the history of many of the notable 
public buildings in Leeds. Some comments are made on 
the quality and durability of the stones used, which are 
mostly Millstone Grit and Coal Measure sandstones. 



· Comments are also made on imported ornamental stones. 
However, regrettably, little is said on the technique of 
quarrying or of shaping the stones. The main part of the 
book is itineraries for four walks round central Leeds plus 
more extended tours outside the City. 

The book concludes with a classification of the 
stones used and comments on problems of decay such as 
rising damp, sulphation and reaction to acid-rain. A 
glossary and bibliography are appended. 
Dr T DFord 

5. "Abandoned Mines and the Water 
Environment" report of the National Rivers Authority, 
Water Quality Series No 14. Published by NRA. vi+ 
46pp. ISBN 0 11 886520 X. Cost £7.95. 

This report, which has been widely quoted in the 
national press, surveys the legalities of abandoned mine 
and mineral rights ownership and relevant planning issues. 
There is a brief account on the chemistry of mine-water 
which mainly deals with the oxidation of pyrite and 
subsequent reactions. Coal mines as sources of polluted 
mine-water on abandonment are discussed at some length 
and case studies that relate to abandoned mines on the 
River Calder (SE of Burnley), the River Don (Yorkshire) 
and the River Pelenna (West Glamorgan) are presented. A 
further section addresses groundwater pollution resulting 
from the abandonment of metalliferous mines with case 
histories relating to Wheal Jane on the River Camon, 
mines in the Mawddach catchment in Wales and the Devon 
Great Consols on the River Tamar. 

There are ten coloured plates of iron-discoloured 
watercourses. 
PaulSowan 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
"Mines of the Lake District Fells" published by 

Dalesman. ISBN 0 85206 931 6. Cost £8.95. 

The mining oflead, copper, zinc and a variety of 
other minerals was once a flourishing, though not always 
profitable, Lakeland industry. This book is a compact 
comprehensive catalogue and history of the numerous 

BLUE IDLLS TIN STREAM, St AGNES, 
CORNWALL 

This site contains what is probably the last 
operable example of a water driven stamps system. The 
water wheel has been reinstated and the water from the 
stream raises the stamp rods which then crush the ore. 
The crushed ore is fed onto a shaking table where gravity 
seperation of the ore occurs. The site also includes a 
building where pyrite was burnt off to form iron oxide. 
Down to Earth 

GEEVOR TIN MINE 
The museum at the former Geevor Mine is now 

operated by the Trevithick Trust. There is a small 
demonstration mine that has replaced the underground 
trips down the main mine which is now flooded up to 
Level 3. The head gear is now unsafe and is to be 
demolished and the machinery in the Mill Building was 
stripped out during the final days of the mine's operation. 
Down to Earth 

CLAYTON ADIT, ECTON MINES 
A party of seventeen members met outside 

Clayton Adit, Ecton on the day after the AGM & Dinner. 
Paul Chandler had organised a trip that was led by Garth 
Thomas and would take us along Clayton Adit to cross a 
flooded shaft into the underground engine chamber. Then 
it would be along Bag Level to Waterbank, with an option 
of doing the Cascades in Chadwick. 

After climbing through the gate into the level we 
found that we were immediately in knee deep water. We 
then continued treading the same depth of water all the 
way to the engine chamber at the far end of Clayton Adit. 
Two or three workings strike off to both sides adit and 
some of us broke rank to have a look into these short 
trials. 

We soon reached the red and white barrier tape 
stretched across the 1000 feet deep flooded Engine Shaft. 
We looked in awe at the huge size of the worked chamber, 
admiring its height and width, whilst Garth infomied us of 
the working details of these mines. 

mines and trial levels that are to be found on the Lake We left the engine chamber and split up when we 
District fells. It will appeal to the fell walker, geologist, reached the tum into Chadwick, where a flooded shaft had 
industrial historian or anyone else who wishes to know to be crossed into the level. Garth and four others would 
something of the history, nature and extent of these old and tackle the Cascades along Chadwick Level, a steep severe 
fascinating workings. and slippery climb covered in flowstone and blessed with 
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running water. Paul would lead the rest of us along B~g 
Level to Waterbank. 

of the seven, including myself, had not participated the 
previous day, and so were relatively fresh, and eager to go. 

We saw the five intrepid climbers off, then we The mine was begun in 1820, with rich deposits of 
continued along Bag Level to Waterbank. Bag Level galena occurring beneath the levels, necessitating 
shows no signs of mineralisation but is walkable at a expensive working via sumps (see British Mining No. 51, 
stoop. In this level, which holds a foot of water for most 1995). A long drainage level was designed to release water 
of the way, the tub track is still firmly fixed to the floor. from the mine, by which time the bulk of the ore had 
Half way along the level we turned off to the left only to be already been removed, and operations eventually came to a 
immediately turned back by a sudden wall of heavy standstill in 1892. 
sulphurous fumes when a few feet from the main level. 

We soon reached the left fork tum into Waterbank 
which leads to the bottom of the Waterbank Engine Shaft. 
A blockage in the shaft, that was thought to be part way 
up, could not be seen and so it is considered to be blocked 
nearer to the top. We then returned to Bag Level to walk 
the short distance to the forefield. 

We met the climbing party at the engine chamber 
as planned. The "Intrepid Five" spoke of having a good 
climb and all had made it without too much trouble. Some 
members explored the short working behind the engine 
room, which is well mineralised and worth a few minutes it 
took to do it. 

According to Paul, this trip was grade 3, i.e. 
moderate, and access was via a short shaft after the 
temporary covering of planks and corrugated iron had 
been removed. Thereafter for a beginner like me, 
conditions quickly deteriorated into a very muddy crawl, 
actually more like a slither, while expressing great relief 
that I had at least put on waterproof clothing and rubber 
gloves. Fortunately, the level soon opened out, allowing a 
stooped stance, all the more uncomfortable for my 6' 4° 
height, and we then marched along this main tunnel 
towards the first junction, Pearson's Level. Needless to 
say, this was explored right to the forefield, noting the 
boreholes in the walls and roof, the traces of sleepers and 
rail, and the complete lack of any mineralisation. 

Paul Chandler, Garth, and three others did not Continuing further along the main level, a system 
leave the mine with the party. There had been some talk of of natural caves was reached, which had considerably 
climbing the chimney in the engine chamber and they reduced the overall cost of driving the mine. Several 
stayed back to do this climb. They eventually climbed out stalactite formations were visible, but we did not enter this 
of the adit about an hour after we had surfaced, looking phreatic maze due to constraints of time. Paul declared a 
somewhat sooted up but no worse for wear. second field trip would be needed to do justice to these 

caves which he had explored previously. After reaching tlie 
It had been an interesting trip and for some of us main junction, literally a cross-roads, we continued 

our first visit into Clayton, Waterbank, Chadwick and Bag straight ahead to the forefield, then back into the East and 
Mines. I would like to express my thanks from all of us in South East Levels, where lunch was taken. At this point I 
the party to Paul Chandler for organising the trip and to ventured to remove my camera from its protective bag and 
Garth Thomas for leading it. Thanks lads. managed to take a couple of photographs, but the mud and 
Brian Webb damp really mitigated against using it again. I would 

thoroughly recommend that anyone wishing to master 
subterranean photography get well kitted up with 

DEVIS HOLE MINE extremely robust, waterproof and easy to clean equipment. · 1 
I am amazed by the sheer stamina of the members Hom's Level, near our lunch spot, proved to be very wet 

of the PDMIIS. It may be thought that after a day of and was only visited by the keenest members who were 
wading through icy cold, waist deep water to see the adequately attired. This area of the mine displayed some 
hydraulic engine in the Sir Francis Mine, exhaustion interesting features including several sumps, pieces of roof 
would have set in. However, not a bit of it, and on one of that appeared about to fall, some tight squeezes and 
the hottest days of the year, seven of us, including the several passages that invited further exploration. Again 
leader Paul Chandler, met near Grinton smelting mill to mineralisation was remarkably absent, apart from traces of 
sample the delights of Devis Hole Mine. Admittedly some gypsum formed by the action of moisture on shale 

producing in one particular specimen some spectacular 
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transparent acicular (needle like) crystals too delicate to 
contemplate removing. 

The final stage of the exploration involved the 
West Level, eventually blocked by falls, but leading to 
another series of natural caverns the Northern and 
Southern Occidental Series. Returning down the main 
level to tight wet muddy slither seemed amazingly quick, 
and I emerged rather stiff, sore-kneed, tired and short of 
breath, into the blazing sunshine to the incongruous 
spectacle of John actually sitting down bodily in a nearby 
stream washing his gear in situ. 

Don't be put off by my description of events. I 
most thoroughly enjoyed the day out, and would urge 
anyone remotely interested in mining (which must surely 
apply to a large number of members) to try going 
underground. As a mild asthmatic 50 year old I was 
certainly apprehensive when I decided to take the plunge in 
March last year and visited Smallcleugh Mine at Nenthead 
with the Russell Society. However, I quickly followed 
this with trips to Boulby Potash Mine, Florence Mine 
(with the NMRS), and Arrocks Black Marble Mine, a 
pretty representative bunch of mines. Devis Hole was the 
most arduous, difficult and wet, but well worth the effort; 
I can only but say "ifl can do it, then so can you!" 

Following a welcome wallow in the water to wash 
some of the mud away, the party went to the smelting mill 
where I gave a brief outline of the mill's history and points 
of interest. Paul has persuaded me to lead another field 
trip to Yorkshire smelters next year, so watch out for 
details if you are interested in lead smelting (please contact 
me if there are any particular sites you want to visit in the 
Yorkshire Dales). The main features ofGrinton Mill are 
the extant remains of the launder and wooden framework 
for supporting the blowing machinery, the internal 
construction of the flues over the three hearths, the 
magnificent roof trusses, the incorporation of part of a slag 
hearth into a later inserted wall, and the integral flue 
running along one side of the peat house. The whole site 
has been consolidated through the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority and is one of the best sites to 
understand the layout of a smelting mill. 

All I can say is thanks to Paul for an excellent day 
out, enabling me to widen my horizons and gain some new 
experiences. 
Richard Lamb 
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RAMPGILL MINE MEET 
Last autumn, as part of the PDMHS North 

Pennine Weekend meet, a group of six members met at 
Nenthead for a trip into Rampgill Mine but without a 
leader. Fortunately one of our m~mbers was very familiar 
with the mine so the trip went off OK. Firstly we visited 
Brewery Shaft with its marvellous array of pipes which 
were part of the hydraulic compressor system. After this 
we went along the Scaleburn Horse Level passing through 
some notable stopes before reaching an unusual set of 
stone steps which led into higher workings. One feature of 
these workings is the date "1795" cut into the rock. Whilst 
in here we inspected part of the route through to Brownley 
Hills Mine. We returned to the Rampgill Horse Level and 
went along this via Whisky Bottle Comer to the gigantic 
Low Whimsey Engine Shaft which was very impressive. 
After a stop for photographs we went further along the 
level to Rampgill Cross Vein at which point further 
progression along the horse level was barred by a steel 
door (NORPEX) to which we did not have the key. We 
then made a leisurely way back to the entrance examining 
parts of the Sun View Vein on the way. 
Frank Johnson 

NOTE -The staff at the Nenthead Heritage Centre 
would appreciate it if anyone going into these mines would 
infonn them. The reason is that they like to keep a record 
of the numbers of people and which organisations are 
using the mines. 

BROWNLEY HILL MINE MEET 
Brownley Hill Mine is situated to the north west of 

Nenthead with the portal being in the banks of the Gudham 
Gill, a tributary of the River Nent. The history of the mine 
is covered by Ray Fairbaim's "The Mines of Alston 
Moor", British Mining No 47, 1993. 

We entered the mine via the Bloomsbury Level. 
This straight level took us to a cross-roads where we 
turned right along what was to be the short leg of a 
roughly rectangular trip. The water was not very deep and 
the going, even for a person as tall as me, not too difficult. 
Turning left, we entered an area were the ground was of a 
less stable nature. We pressed on under blocks of hanging 
shale, through water and crawling over small collapses. 
Unlike Devis Hole in Yorkshire, minerals were evident in 
the overhead remains of the narrow vein and we were able 
to see some excellent examples of in-situ mineralisation 
later in the day. A blind passage led to a water filled shaft 
at which point the party split into two groups. It was 



rumoured that a member of the group that split off had a 
rope, for what purpose I cannot say, but we did not see 
this group for quite a while, in fact, not until after our 
lunch stop. 

Continuing on through quite deep water which 
filed my wellies, we eventually arrived at the flats. A mine 
wagon had, until recently, stood at the entrance to the flats 
and the removal of this artefact was deprecated by those 
who had seen it on previous trips . There were, however, 
various remains of rail and points to examine. 

The flats, which consisted of several large 
chambers on different levels, were thoroughly explored 
and a synopsis of how the characteristic mass of small 
pieces of rock came to be coated with minerals was 
expounded by Trevor Bridges. There were enough 
specimens for those who wanted to take some home 
without having to resort to hammering. A later 
microscopic examination of my one small piece revealed 
not only sphalerite but also quartz, ankerite, gypsum, 
sulphur and hydrozincite, the last three species being 
typical breakdown products of sphalerite. The sample also 
showed interesting fluorescence under ultraviolet light. 

We took a short break in the flats for refreshments 
and on our way out we met the other part of our group on 
the way in. This was the last time I saw them! I still don't 
know what they wanted a rope for. We soon left the mine 
and returned to the car park. During are trip into the mine 
we had seen some magnificent stopes, several small shafts 
especially in the floor of the flats and examined numerous 
cavities that contained jewel-like black sphalerite (Zinc 
Sulphide) and the duller galena crystals. 

I wanted to photograph the Brewery Shaft in 
Rampgill Mine so I wandered off to this shaft were I duly 
utilised my flash gun. On arrival back at my car and 
having removed some very wet wellies I inwardly 
bemoaned the fact that I had omitted to bring a pair of dry 
trousers and socks! 

This was another very successful visit. Many 
thanks to everybody who contributed towards it. 
Richard Lamb 
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HIGHWAY SUBSIDENCE AT SUTTON NEAR 
MACCLESFIELD 

In the spring of 1996 I was asked by the Cheshire 
Highway Department to inspect and comment on 
suspected mining subsidence on a road south of Sutton, 
Macclesfield. 

Accompanied by Dr Peter Thompson, the 
inspection revealed evidence of mining subsidence 
consisting of large areas of upward migrating voids. The 
largest void that was visible terminated at the surface in a 
crater about 1 metre square and extending onto the 
highway. Feruginous shale bands of minimal compressive 
integrity made up most of the strata under the tarmac. 
These shale bands, we concluded, were probably unmined 
ribs or pillars. 

The reinstatement of the highway was carried out 
by a mining treatment company that is based on the site of 
the Chatterley Whitfield Colliery at Biddulph. The 
affected area has now been stabilised but access to the 
workings has been retained in order to monitor any further 
ground movement. 

This access is via a shallow shaft that is capped 
and locked. A concrete lined conduit along the strike of 
the strata has been provided from the shaft bottom which 
leads to a large chamber that is bisected by what appears 
to be a main cartgate cum water sough. The collapsed tail 
of this level is still evident in the valley bottom above river 
level. The section of the level directly under the highway 
is lined with substantial brickwork that probably post 
dates the mining activity. It is possibly late 19th Century 
and suggests past instability of the area. 

Mining at this geological horizon is unusual. No 
plans or records of mining in the area are known to exist 
and the old maps in the County Highway Department do 
not offer up any clues. 

The questions now raised are:
What was mined? 
When was it mined? 
Who were the miners? 

A search through the Geological Memoir of 
Macclesfield reveals that quartzitic sandstone of the 
Crowther Series (Minn Beds) was mined in the area. An 
extract from the Pocock Survey of 1906 states that a 
"tough and durable stone was mined in the past for 
roadmaking". Current geological information suggests 



that these stones could have been the Middle Churnet 
Shares Group, probably low Rl. According to local 
tradition, stone setts (cobblestones) were produced in 
adjacent quarries and this could be the end product of the 

Mr & Mrs M Walford,21 Woodberry Rd, Shotgate, 

Mr & Mrs T Rivett, 

Wickford, Essex 
7 Warwick Terrace, Crooks, 
Sheffield, S 10 1 LY 

mine. Mr A Roberts, Cooks Hill Barn, Trunch Rd, 
Mundesley, Norfolk, 

Inspection of the extant evidence in the valley side NRll SLF 

below the highway suggests that there several other Mr R G Guthrie, 45 Eccles Rd, Chapel en le 
Frith, High Peak, SK23 9TJ 
13 Cholmeley Court, RNOH, 
Blockley Hill, Stanmore, 
Middx, HA7 4LP 

headings spaced along the strike and passing under the 
road. Egress of water to the stream level is a classic Mr K Barlow, 
example of early mining practice. 

The Sutton Estate passed from the Lamb family to Mr J Wright 
the Earls of Lucal circa 1750. The leases for farm "coal 

ISA Sunny Hill, Milford, Derby, 
DE56 OQR 

delves", stone pits etc in this area are worthy of research. Mr Mark Colledge 12 Market Head, Belper, Derbys, 
DE561GZ Any member who may be interested in researching these 

leases should contact me. Mr B J Mumby 10 Clifton Rd, Matlock Bath, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3PW 

This subsidence incident, which has generated Mr M P Munro 64 Bron Awflon Garden Suburb, 
Barry, S Glamorgan, Cf 62 6PS 
"Nikuana", 23 Belle View 

Terrace, Sandbach, Cheshire, 
CW114NR 

more questions than problems solved, is probably the first 
of other expensive remedial works that will be required to Mr J I Wilson 
this section of the highway. The constant pounding by 
heavy goods vehicles of ever increasing tonnage can only 
exacerbate the problem. 0 Martin 32 Eccleshall Road South, 

Sheffield, S 11 9PE Len Kirkham 

NEW MEMBERS 
Mr G H Thomas, 

Mr S Dunkerley, 

Carol Machin, 

PB Smith, 

M J Breslin, 

P Shaw, 

Mr P Burke, 

Mr A Derby, 

MA Hancock, 

c/o Ecton Educational Centre, 
Ecton, Ashbourne, Derbys, 
DE6 2AH 
72 Mill Hill Lane, Winshill, 
Burton on Trent, Staffs, 
DE15 OBB 
Flat 4, 50 The Gardens, 
London, SE22 9QQ 
21 Lees Hall Rd, Sheffield, 
SS 9JH 
3 Peak View Rd, Loundsley 
Green, Chesterfield, Derbys, 
S404NW 
52 Duke St, Glossop, Derbys, 
SK13 SOU 
5 Greenhill, Church St, 
Bonsall, Matlock, Derbys, 
DE42AC 

4 Mount Av, Chingford, 
London, E4 6SY 

4 Queensway, Pilsley, Derbys, 
S45 SEJ 
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Mr M Harrison- PutmanFlat B, 7 Swinburne St, Derby, 
DE12HL 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Mr N Catford, 13 Highcroft Cottages, 

London Rd, Swanley, Kent, 
BRSSDB 

Mr & Mrs L Dunlop & Family, 
30 Lynwood Rd, Redhill, 
Surrey 

CHANGES AT SOUTH CROFTY 
Mr Kevin Ross resigned as Managing Director of 

South Crofty Mines at the end oflast January. Kevin 
Ross joined South Crofty some 12 years ago and was 
appointed Managing Director in 1991. 

His successor is Mr David Giddings, a business 
executive with 35 years experience in banking and 
construction. 
Carn Brea 



CORROSION OF STUBAI KARABINERS 
Members are advised that there have been a report 

in the Croatian journal "Speleozin" of failures of corroded 
Stubia (Austrian) karabiners. The krabs in question were 
about 15 years old and were subjected to distructive 
testing. Both krabs failed at a lower force than was 
expected. 

Anyone who has examples of this equipment is 
advised to examine them to ensure that they are not 
corroded, especially in the vicinity of the hinge. 
Speleoscene 

WELSH SLATE NEWS 
1. Maenofferen Slate Quarry 
The Narrow Gauge Railway Society have reported 

that underground slate quarrying at Maenofferen ended 
early in 1996. Local sources have confirmed this fact but 
state· that underground slate quarrying may start again in 
the future. The only remaining underground slate quarry 
working in Britain is now Aberllehenni Quarry at Corris. 

2. Rhosydd Quarry 
The slate industry is currently in depression with 

prices being heavily discounted. 

There is good news, however, for those wishing to 
visit Rhosydd Quarry before work starts to extract slate by 
modem capital intensive methods - investment in the 
project is "on hold" until the price of slate recovers. 
Andrew Hurrell 

NEW COAL MINING PROJECT 
RIB Mining has announced a new coal mining 

prospect located in an area bounded by Newark, East 
Retford, Tuxford and Lincoln. The proposed deep mine 
will involve a 10 - 15 year development time span and will 
eventually employ about 500 people and produce 3 million 
tonnes of coal per year. The location of this proposed 
mine is within easy distances of the major power stations 
on the rivers Trent and Ouse. 
Down to Earth 

GEOLOGY COURSES AND HOLIDAYS 
A series of geological study tours and short 

residential courses in the UK and overseas locations are 
being organised by both the University of Nottingham and 

the University of Bristol. Full details of these events are 
available from the organisers. 

a. University of Nottingham - Department of 
Adult Education, 14-22 Shakespeare Street, 
Nottingham, NGl 4FQ 

b. University of Nottingham - Department of 
Continuing Education, 14-22 Shakespeare Street, 
Nottingham, NG 1 4FQ 

c. University of Bristol - Department of 
Continuing Education, 8-10 Berkeley Square, Bristol, BS8 
lHH 

Geological Walking Holidays are available in 
various areas of the UK. Further information is available 
from Paul Wakely, Tyddyn Meistr, Penmachno, 
Betws-y-Coed, LL24 OAQ. Tel: (01690) 760104. 

TOURIST MINE TO BE CLOSED 
Amid allegations that the lives of visitors may 

have been at risk from lethal gas, the Wet Earth Colliery 
Exploration Group have been instructed to close the 
1,000-metre water drainage shaft at the Clifton Country 
Park near Swinton, Manchester. International Mining 
Consultants Ltd have said that the decision to close the 
access to the workings follows a recent survey. 

Salford City Council Health and Safety officials 
are to launch an investigation even though they were 
involved in drawing up a rigorous Code of Practice with 
the Wet Earth Colliery Exploration Group, a group of 
professional engineers, before the workings were opened to 
the public. The Coal Authority has said that no unsafe 
areas had been directly pinpointed although a further 
survey might highlight dangerous spots. 

The drainage shafts were first built as part of 
James Brindley's water wheel complex in 1750. Brindley 
was the mastermind behind the Bridgewater Canal and the 
area is being restored as a potential tourist attraction. 
Manchester Evening News 

LARGE CA VE FOR SALE 
Peak Cavern at Castleton, Derbyshire, is for sale. 

The owners, the Duchy of Lancaster, feel that the time is 
right for someone with experience and flair to invest in the 
cave to exploit the cave's potential. 

The Agent acting for the Duchy sees the 
opportunity to develop a shop, coffee shop and waiting 
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area at the entrance. He also believes that the history of 
the cave could be developed into both static and active 
displays by resurrecting the art of rope making in the 
entrance chamber and using the "orchestra chamber" for 
musical entertainment again. 

The Agent does NOT foresee any alteration to the 
existing access arrangements for cavers and cave divers. 
Sheffield Telegraph 

NIREX LEARNS FROM TIN MINE TESTS 
Rock mechanics monitoring equipment has been 

installed in granite 732m underground on the 400 fathom 
level at South Crofty Mine. The environment at the 
measuring point is comparable with that at the planned 
underground rock laboratory at Longlands Farm near 
Sellafield in Cumbria. 

The data from these tests will enable Nirex to 
select the most suitable equipment and to develop 
techniques for use in the proposed laboratory. The work 
of the proposed laboratory will be part of the ongoing 
research programme to assess the suitability of 
Laonglands Farm as a potential site for a deep repository 
for intermediate and some low-level radioactive waste. 
Geoscientist 

ENGINEERING AND MINING JOURNAL 
ARTICLES 

The September 1996 edition of the EMJ (197. 9) 
has three articles of interest to mine historians. 

1. Cononish Gold Mine, Scotland. The 
opening of this mine, located on the lower slopes of Ben 
Lui near Tyndrum in Perthshire, has recently been 
reported. The ore is associated with SW /NE faults on 
Rannock Moor and was originally located by stream 
sediment sampling. Defined reserves are sufficient to yield 
25K oz per year for seven years at a grade of about 12 
g/tonne which must be considered good by world 
standards. Production is expected to begin in September 
1997. 

The operating company is Fynegold Exploration 
Ltd, a subsidiary of Caledonia Mining Co of Toronto, 
Canada, who have leases of some 261,000 acres in the 
Highlands from Argyle to Sutherland. A further important 
area being assessed is the Strath of Kildonan in 
Sutherland. 

2. Tower Colliery, South Wales. How Welsh 
Miners successfully bought out and operated "Their Own 
Mine" when British Coal was privatised. 

3. Oxygen Flash Smelting. An early history of 
the development of the Oxygen Flash Smelting Process by 
Telfer E Norman who was instrumental in the l 930's 
onward of developing this type of furnace which is now in 
almost universal use for copper melting. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Peak Mines Award 1996 
"On behalf of my co-author (Roy Buckley) and 

myself, I wish to thank the Society for awarding the Peak 
Mines Award 1996 to us for our paper entitled 
"Greensward Mine and its Pumps", that was published in 
Bulletin Vol 12, No 6. The award was greatly 
appreciated. 

We would like to point out, however, that there 
was a cumulative effort by many people to produce this 
paper, without whose help assistance and research (both 
below and above ground) the paper could not have been 
written. 

Full thanks and acknowledgement were given at 
the end of the paper but again we would like to thank Paul 
Deakin for the photographic record, Dave Warriner and 
John Peel for the shaft survey, "Op Mole" for their support 
and winch, Doug Nash for Op Moles's Group records and 
Nellie Kirkham's unpublished Field Notes, Roger Flindall, 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts, Dr Lynn Willies, Rick Westward and 
all of the other people who helped in any way." 
Margaret Howard 

EUROPE'S OLDEST COPPER MINE 
A team .of Nottingham University archaeologists, 

under the leadership of Dr Mark Pearce, have found the 
oldest copper mine and "factory" in Europe. The 5,000 
year old mine is at Monte Lorento, near Genoa, in northern 
Italy. 

The team were doing a "paper investigation" when 
they found reference to the mine. They then went to look 
for it on the ground. They found evidence of the Neolithic 
Age (just before the Bronze Age) mine in the form of blue 
and green minerals, hammerstones and fissures in the 
ground that were up to 4.5 metres deep. 
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Dr Pearce has stated that the only mines in Eurbpe 
that are older than the one at Monte Lorento are in Serbia 
and Bulgaria. 
Nottingham Evening Post 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
John Hamilton, author of "Meo & Mining on the 

Quantocks", asks if any members know of any Derbyshire 
miners who went to Somerset to work in the Marquis of 
Buckingham's copper mines at Dodington, near 
Bridgwater between about 1770 and 1780. 

If anyone can help, would they please contact:
J R Hamilton, Clover Hill, Killorgin, Co Kery, Republic 
of Ireland. 

FUTURE OVERSEAS CONFERENCES 
1. "Centennial Celebration of the Alaskan Gold 

Rush. Fairbanks. Alaska". International Symposium of 
the History of Mining, 9th - 14th September 1997. 

Contact:- Dr William R Wood, Festival Office, 514 
Second Av, Suite 102, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701, USA. 

2. "Medical Aspects of Mining History". A 
theme at the Annual Conference of the Australian Medical 
History Society (no date). 

Contact:- Prof Donal Simpson, NH&MRC Road Accident 
Research Unit, University of Adelaide, GPO Box 498, 
Adelaide, South Australia 5007. Tel: (08) 3035997. 
E-mail: unit@raru.adelaide.edu.au 

3. "Le Charbon de Terre en Europe avant !'usage 
du coke". University of Liege 20th - 26th July 1997. 

Contact:- Prof R Hailleux, Centre d'Historire des Sciences 
et de Techniques, 15 Av des Tilleuls, R-4000 Liege, 
Belgium. E-mail: chstulg@vml.ac.he 

4. "Metals in Antiquity". Harvard University 
10th - 13th September 1997. 

UK Contact:- Dr Paul Budd, Dept Archaeological 
Sciences, University of Bradford, BD7 lDP. E-mail: 
P.Budd@Bradford.ac.uk 

PLEASLEY PIT PROJECT 
This project is supported by the Society. The 

roof on the North Engine House has been replaced and the 
provision of a lightning conductor and repairs to the 
chimney base are imminent. An architects report on the 
work required to replace the South Engine House has been 
prepared and it is hoped to complete this work in the 
summer. 

An application for Charitable Status has been 
made. Morris Cranes have donated chains and pulleys for 
the overhead crane and Markhams, who manufactured the 
south engine and were responsible for maintenance of both 
engines in the latter days of use, are providing support. 
Grants have been obtained from Derbyshire County 
Council, The Groundwork Trust and the Rural 
Development Commission has funded a consultants report 
on the development of the complete project. 

Volunteers are on site every Sunday morning 
when Society members are invited to visit and see-what is 
being achieved. 
Lynn Willies 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Acknowledgement is made to the following who 

have submitted copy for this Newsletter but who have not 
been credited against individual articles. They are Chris 
Bull, lain Butler, Paul Chandler, Trevor Ford, Harry 
Parker, Lynn Willies and other anonymous subscribers .. 

COPY FOR THE JULY 1997 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of 
the Newsletter is 4th June 1997. Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 

South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

Web-Site: -http://info.exeter.ac. uk/-RBurt/MinHistNet 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without pennission providing due acknowledgement is 
made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessary reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 
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