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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

18th-19th October U/ground meet - Lake District Page 5 
Page 5 
Page 5 
Page 2 

1st November Slide show - PDMM 
16th November U/ground meet - Castleton 
22nd November AGM & Annual Dinner - Matlock 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

Notice is hereby given that the Twenty Third Annual 
General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on 
Saturday 22nd November 1997 at the Peak District 
Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 

By Order 
J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Secretary 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4 . One third of the remaining Committee 

members. 

The Committee that was elected at the Twenty 
Second Annual General Meeting, which was held on 
Saturday 7th December 1996, is as follows: 

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 

Mr A Mutter+ 
MrsEDixon+ 
Mr J K Gregory* 
MrW JTaylor 
Mr R Paulson* 
Dr TD Ford* 

Ordinary Members Dr I J Brown+ 
MrD Clucas+ 
MrR A Hall 
Mr J Peel 
Mr J R Thorpe+ 
Mr D Williams 

Those whose names are marked (*) are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are 
eligible for re-election. Those whose names are 
marked ( +) are retiring and are not eligible for 
re-election. 

Fully paid up members of the Society, who are aged 
18 years and over, are invited to nominate Members 
of the Society (who themselves are fully paid up and 
who have consented to the nomination) for the vacant 
positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the position of 



Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
2 Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter 
for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted 
provided that it is in the format prescribed. All 
nominations must be received by the Hon Secretary 
by 8th November 1997. Proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a written 
curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda 
of the Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required 
to elect Directors. 

To save members postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings 
to J Thorpe, who will pass the nomination forms to 
the Hon Secretary - please do NOT send dinner 
bookings to the Hon Secretary. 

J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THIRTY SEVENTH PDMHS ANNUAL 
DINNER 

The Thirty Seventh Annual Society Dinner will be 
held on Saturday 22nd November 1997 at the 
Jackson Tor House, 76 Jackson Road, 
MATLOCK. Please assemble in the lounge at 
7.00pm for the dinner at 7.30pm. 

The Guest of the Society will be ProfR K Dunham of 
the Dept of Mineral Resources Enginering, University 
of Nottingham. The after-dinner speeaker wil be Mr 
W A Holmes of Wirksworth. 

MENU 

Prawn Cocktail or Melon 

Soup of the day 

Carvery of beef, lamb or chicken 
served with 
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Creamed and Roast Potatoes 
and 

Seasonal Fresh Vegetables 

Choice of Sweet 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Coffee and Mints 

Cost: £ 15. 00 (including a glass of wine) 

For further imbibes a wine list is available and 
individual orders will be taken on the night. 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your 
remittance to:- Mr John Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse", 2 Cobden Road, MATLOCK, Derbys, 
DE4 3JR. 

Tickets for the dinner, the reverse side of which will 
have a map showing the location of the venue, will be 
issued. Please book early and allow 14 days for the 
receipt of your tickets (SAE please). Tickets may 
also be collected from John Thorpe at the AGM. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SOCIETY 

Members annual subscription to the Society for the 
year 1997/98 became due on 1st September 1997. 

The subscription rates are: -

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional 

Member 

£13.00 
£15 .00 
£17.00 
£ 5.00 

£18.00 

The membership rates shown apply to UK members 
and overseas members paying in £ sterling. Overseas 
members paying in local currency should ensure that 
their payment will yield the appropriate membership 
dues after the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the previous 
Newsletter. If you have mislaid your copy then send 
your name and appropriate cheque/postal order, 



payable to PDMIIS Ltd to:- W J Taylor, 
Membership Secretary, 18 Station Lane, Walton on 
Trent, SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

PAYMENT OF SUBSCRIPTION BY 
STANDING ORDER 

Would those members who paid their subscription by 
Standing Order on 1st September but who had not 
altered their mandate for the revised subscription 
rate, please forward the balance to the Membership 
Secretary as soon as possible. 

NAMHO CONFERENCE 1997 

PDMllS was the host of the NAMHO Conference 
held in July and which was based at St Elphin's 
School, near Matlock. 

The Conference was the culmination of much hard 
work and organisation carried out by a dedicated 
core of Society members. It was well supported on 
the run up to, and during the four days of, the event 
by the efforts of a substantial number of members and 
helpers. A total of220 delegates ofNAMHO 
Organisations from all parts of the UK attended this 
prestigious event. PDMIIS was well represented. 

The theme of the Conference was "Mud and Water" 
and, in the main, the two days of interesting lectures 
and seminars reflected this topic. Certainly many of 
the underground trips gave those who participated in 
them a satisfying share of the theme. The programme 
included surface walks, works and quarry visits, all 
with the advantage of splendid weather during the 
whole of the Conference period. In addition there 
were the built in advantages of these locations being 
in close proximity to our base, indeed some of the 
sites visited were almost on the Conference doorstep. 
The favourable weather was welcomed especially by 
the large number of campers. 

The Saturday evening dinner was well attended (a 
lesson to be learned in quicker serving!!!) and was an 
informal function, giving the delegates an opportunity 
to meet, circulate, discuss and take advantage of the 
bar. An interesting and entertaining impromptu 
innovation was the auction of mining share 
certificates with a proportion of the proceeds (£55) 
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being donated to the Derbyshire Cave Rescue 
Organisation. A raffle held during the evening 
generated an additional £93.60 for the DCRO. 

As is usual on these occasions, the traders hall was 
well attended. It was a considered policy to restrict 
the number of traders to a competitive minimum and 
they were all well pleased with the amount of 
business transacted. A number ofNAMHO 
organisations also had exhibition stands. 

NAMHO itself took the opportunity to launch the 
new Mining Heritage Guide. This publication is 
available from the Peak District Mining Museum at a 
cost of £5.80. 

To sum up, a very successful Conference. It was 
satisfying to those who contributed so mush in the 
planning and organisation and though the financial 
side is not paramount, a significant profit was 
generated. 

The next NAMHO Conference will be held in the 
For est of Dean in 1999 and it will be hosted by a 
group oflocal Societies. PDMHS wishes them every 
success. 
Alan Mutter 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1. "NAMHO '97" 
Comments received by the editor relating to the 
NAMHO '97 Conference are:-

11 
••••• a great weekend, much enjoyed, well done to 

you, your helpers and all concerned. Look forward 
to future events .... . 11

• Andy Beardmore, 
Masson Caving Group. 

11 
•••• thanks to everybody for the superb organisation 

and NAMHO Conference programme the other 
weekend. Some excellent lectures and very 
comfortable accommodation .... 11

• Paul Sowan, 
Subterranea Britannica. 

" ..... well done for producing a most enjoyable 
NAMHO '97 Conference in Derbyshire. The 
organisation worked out very well and the trips we 
took part in were interesting and enjoyable, and 



clearly some, like Magpie Sough, were specially NEW MEMBERS 
arranged .... ". Paul Thome and Mike Clinch. 

" .... congratulations to all concerned. The 
organisation was excellent. My wife and I both 
thoroughly enjoyed the weekend " Roger 
Gosling 

2. "Flag-stone Mining" 
I am seeking information on Flag-stone Mining in the 
Chinley, Glossop and Cat & Fiddle area which 
became defunct at the tum of the century. 

These mines were used for the purpose of extracting 
flag-stone roof tiles. These flag-stones were, of 

Mr JWatson 

Mr J C Raynor & 
S Hughes 

Messrs G & H Hoult 

Mr A WKeen 

Mr JWood 

course, heavier than the Welsh and Cumbria slate Mr S Plant 
tiles which became more financially viable and caused 
the death of the Cheshire/Derbyshire slate industry. Mr I Smith 
I would like to know how the mining was performed, 
the size and thickness of individual slates, the method Mr K A C Baker 
of splitting the blocks, where such material was used. 
Any old photographs/sketches etc would be Mr J Bennett 
appreciated. 

Mr M Breakspear 
The sites of the mines are known but few visible 
remains are to be seen. An old winding drum and a 
crane used to exist at Kraken Edge. Mr D Gough 

I have made enquiries at the National Stone Centre H Lomas 
but they have little information on the subject. I am 
therefore extending my range of enquiries to 
caving/mining enthusiasts. Mr A Westall 

All I can offer to persons who provide me with Mr J W Cooper 
information is grateful thanks and a mention when my 
book is finished. Mr R V Hervin 

Any information to :- Dr Kiri-Estelli-Suriya Mr P Forster 
Clay-Egerton, 25 Rose Terrace, Moor View Park, 
Newcastle on Tyne, NE5 3AU. Tel: - 0191 242 3076 Mr J Rawson 

GENERA TOR REPLACEMENT FUND -
SPONSORED WALK 

Saturday 13th September 1997 

Due to lack of support by members, this event was 
cancelled. 
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Mr A Ellis 

Mr A Wellon 

Mr M R Tointon 

13 8 Ladywood Rd, Ilkeston, 
Derbys, DE7 4NS 
2 The Meadows, Grisedale 
Road East, Gt Longstone, 
Bakewell, Derbys, DE45 1 TU 
198 High Street, Ecclesfield, 
Sheffield, S35 9XF 
16 Shetland Way, 
Countersthorpe, Leicester, 
LE85PU 
Sunnybank House, Wensley 
Rd, Winster, Derbys, 
DE42DH 
20 Llwyon Close, Energlyn, 
Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan 
Eaton Cottage, Eaton Fold, 
Stony Middleton, Derbys, 
3 Kennall Park, Ponsanooth, 
Truro, Cornwall, TR3 7HQ 
17 Field Lane, Appleton, 
Warrington, WA4 5JR 
1 South View, Quarry Hill, 
Box, Corsham, Wilts, 
SN13 8LW 
26 Lodge Road, Newthorpe, 
Nottingham, NG16 2AZ 
Cedar House, Burton Road, 
Streethay, Lichfield, Staffs, 
WS13 8LS 
91 Oxford Street, Barrow in 
Furness, Cumbria, LA14 5QJ 
3 3 Grange Road, Woodthorne, 
Nottingham, NG5 4FV 
4 Tory, Bradford on Avon, 
Wiltshire, BA15 INN 
8 Moore Street, Cobridge, 
Stoke on Trent, ST6 2HF 
8 Elmhurst Close, 
Broadmeadows, South 
Normanton, Alfreton, Derbys, 
DE55 3NF 
19 Westbrook Drive, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire, 
SKIO 3AQ 
23 Queen St, Clay Cross, 
Chesterfield, Derbys, S45 9EQ 
Hall Lane, West Leal, Spilsby, 
Lines, PE23 4BS 



Mr R Everill 37A CliffBlvd, Kimberley, 
Nottingham, NG 16 2JJ 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Mrs M Howard & 
T Howard 

Mr R A Chatburn 

Mr M J Dootson 

Mr A Hurrell 

Mr R J Robinson 

19 Wellington Street, Matlock, 
Derbys, D E4 3 JP 
Thornhill, Bamford, Hope 
Valley, S33 OBR 
c/o 10 Church View, Todwick, 
Sheffield, S3 l ONW 
36 Hillcrest Road, Deepcar, 
Sheffield, S36 2QL 
7 Sandringham Close, 
Thurlstone, Sheffield, 
S36 9RW 

Mt J Nutley Carel Cottage, Thursby, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA5 6PJ 

T M Rivett & 45 Paterson Close, 
Dr G A Rivett Stockbridge, Sheffield, 

S36 lJQ 
Mr & Mrs C Irvine Old Hall Farm, Church Lane, 

Winmarleigh, Preston, 
PR3 OLA 

Miss M J Hopkinson Glen Cottage, 77 Wellington 
St, Matlock, Derbys, 
DE4 3GS 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. LAKE DISTRICT MINES WEEKEND 

Saturday 18th October - Sunday 19th October 1997 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This is a joint meet with CATS and Masson Caving 

2. MAGNESIUM LIMESTONE IN SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE AND OTHER LOCATIONS 

Saturday 1st November 1997 

Organiser: - Paul Chandler 
An illustrated talk by Tony Gibbs to be held at the 
Pump Room, Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath. 

Meet at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm prompt start. The talk 
will last until about 9.00pm. 

3. OLD TOR MINE AND PEAKS HOLE 
SOUGH, CASTLETON 

Sunday 16th November 1997 

Leader: - Paul Chandler 

Old Tor is an easy/moderate grade dry trip to a 
former Blue John mine. There is a l Oft ladder pitch. 

Peaks Hole Sough (subject to confirmation) is of 
easy/moderate grade. There is "welly depth" water at 
the entrance, otherwise it is dry. There are fixed 
ladders to climb. 

Both trips are photogenic and the number of 
attendees is limited. To book your place/further 
details contact Paul Chandler as before. 

FUTURE PDMHS MEETS 

Are you dissatisfied with the Society meets 
programme? Here is your opportunity to have your 
say. 

Group. What meets would YOU like to see included in the 
programme? 

There will be abseil through trips to Greenside (lead) 
Mine and Plumbago (Wad) Mine. SRT equipment 
required. 

For further details contact Paul Chandler on (01246) 
220773, evenings only. 
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Would YOU like to lead or organise a meet? 

Future meets could comprise of many different 
activities which could include underground trips, 
surface walks, visits to "working mines", mining 
museums, show mines, other industrial archaeological 
sites etc. Any more ideas? Which locations do you 
wish to visit? 



Without your feedback it is impossible to draw up a 
programme to satisfy the wishes of members and not 
be accused of "just doing the trips which interest the 
organiser". The feedback will also enable us to 
organise meets which will generate more support 
from the members. 

Help us to help you. Send your comments, requests, 
suggestions etc to Paul Chandler, PDMHS Meets 
Co-ordinator, 12 Darwent Road, Tapton, 
CHESTERFIELD, Derbys, S4 l OUE. 

Paul Chandler will 
not be available to 
lead Society meets 
from January until 
the end of May. 
This is because Paul 
will be in serious 
training prior to 
walking the "Offa's 
Dyke Long 
Distance path" . 
PDMHS members 
will be welcome to 
join Paul on these 
training walks, 
some of which will 
have a cave/mine 
theme. 

ADDENDUM TO MINING HISTORY Vol 13 
No3 

"The connection of James Hall's Over Engine Mine to 
Peak and Speedwell Caverns" 

Photo plate I (Pg 59), "the digging began to the Far 
Sump Extension" should be credited to Dave 
Arveschoug, not Paul Deakin as stated in the 
acknowledgements. 

Members are 
invited to organise 
and lead meets 
during this period 

Hale-Bopp comet "passes" between the Magpie.Engine House and the 
Cornish Chimney . Photo by Andy Gillings 

of time, plus at any 
other time. This gap in Paul's programme is the ideal 
time for new potential leaders to show their talents. 

After May there will be a number of weekends away 
plus an assortment of Derbyshire mine trips. 

Paul will be leading Derbyshire mine/cave trips on 
Tuesday evenings between February and April and 
PDMHS members are welcome to attend. 
Anyone interested in leading trips, joining Paul on his 
training walks or Tuesday evening trips should 
contact him direct. 
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BRASSINGTON MOOR- WEST YORKSHIRE 

On the one fine day between the series of wet and 
windy days in June, eight members (and five dogs) 
met at Grassington village for what was to be an 
extremely interesting walk around the mining and 
smelting remains on Grassington Moor. 

The start of the walk was at Y arbury, where our 
guide for the day, Paul Dolery, started by showing us 
the old mine buildings, now tastefully restored as 
private. dwelling,. before we moved off onto the 
moorland. We crossed the site of the Low Grinding 
Mill and then set course for Beever's Mine. 



Of special interest at this site is the capped Beever 
Engine shaft. A few feet below the shaft collar there 
is a small adit level which carried the pump rod from 
the waterwheel pit to work the pump rods in the 
shaft. Also on site are a number of well preserved 
"bowse teams" (ore storage bins). The site has been 
damaged in the past when the tips were reworked for 
barytes. 

We then followed the track into Hebden Gill to the 
site of Cockbur Mine, passing the restored Cockbur 
Powder House. 

At the start of the walk our attention had been drawn 
by the chimney on the skyline and we now headed off 
in this direction. The initial destination was the 
remains of the Cupola Smelt Mill. 

to be over 3 miles long and would intersect water 
bearing strata the other side of the Mynydd 
LLangynidr mountain. 

The tunnel was abandoned in 1912, when it was 
3085m long, due to geological difficulties and a 
report that stated that the tunnel would not intercept 
the aquifers as intended. Alternate water supplies to 
the area and steelworks were developed. 

After romping along the tunnel, for the most part 
brick lined and in excellent condition, and looking 
into various side passages, the party arrived at the 
first major obstacle, a deep hole in the floor which 
spanned the width of the passage. The hole was 
about 12 feet long and it was 15 feet deep to water. 
Eventually, after rigging a safety rope, most of the 
party managed to cross this hole. Continuing along 

This mill is in an advanced state of decay but chutes the brick lined tunnel we soon reached our limit of 
and flue outlets can be identified. Behind the mill the exploration. At this point the brick lining was 
flues run up the hill to the chimney. The chimney is replaced by timber supports in shale. We had not 
about 500 metres from the mill but, in addition to the reached the end of the tunnel but this section was in a 
straight flue to the chimney, there are long loops and very poor condition and further progress would have 
condensers incorporated in the flues. The flues have been foolhardy. 
stone flag floors and the direction taken by the fumes 
from the mill to the chimney was controlled by 
flagstone dampers. 

After lunch it was a case of grovelling around on the 
Out Moor area. A Meer Stone was found and 
numerous capped shafts were examined. The area 
had been reworked for barytes and processed at the 
Dale Chemicals Mill that had been erected adjacent to 
the old High Grinding Mill. There was much 
speculation on the rope, and rod, haulage and 
winding systems that had traversed the area. 

All too soon it was time to return to Y arnbury via the 
Duke's New Road at the end of a very interesting and 
instructive day. Many thanks Paul Dolery for leading 
the walk and to Paul Chandler for organising the day. 
Wes Taylor 

SOUTH WALES WEEKEND 

a) Saturday 26th July 1997 

The first site visited was Carno Adit. This tunnel was 

We retraced our steps back to one of the side 
passages which lead into a natural cave system which 
extended for about 7000m. Five members of the 
party decided to explore this system but the rest of us 
made our way back to the entrance of the tunnel. 

The next site visited was the Wainfelin and Tranch 
Iron Mine near Pontypool. This trip ended up as 
being self guided as the planned leader could not 
attend due to illness. The entrance to the mine is 
adjacent to a main road in a built up area with a 
garage opposite the entrance - a somewhat different 
location to the mines we normally visit. 

Immediately on entering the mine we found the 
disgusting nature of the tunnel. Knee deep in 
mud/water in a stooping arched passage! As we 
progressed, the water got deeper until, turning a 
comer, we entered a superb stone lined arched tunnel 
with a number of short passages off to the side. After 
exploring and photographing these passages we 
continued onwards along the main passage which was 
stone lined in places but otherwise unlined. 

driven in the search for water for use in the Ebbw The most picturesque features of the mine are 
Vale area. It was started in 1905 and was expected ironstone stalagmite and stalactite formations. The 
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air became poor in the back of this extensive mine. 
The surveyed length of passages is 1215 metres and 
ends about 200 metres from the valley on the far side 
of the hill . A search of this valley in the area where it 
is likely that the tunnel emerged into the valley has 
yielded tentative evidence of a collapsed stone lined 
tunnel in a largely overgrown embankment. 

b) Sunday 27th July 1997 

The day was spent at the Dinas Silica Mines at Pont 
Wedd Feehan. There are three separate silica mines 
named "lower", "middle" and "upper" . The largest 
mine is the Upper Mine. 

The Upper and Middle Mines were visited. The 
Upper Mine has numerous entrances and the passages 
are generally enormous. We entered via one of the 
lower entrances and explored the lower passages 
close to the lower, still flooded, passages. The mine 
workings run up dip and the upper workings were 
explored, encountering various artefacts enroute. We 
climbed up a steep incline and left the mine at an 
entrance on the top of the hill. 

After taking in the superb view we re-entered the 
mine via another upper level entrance which took us 
into a huge area that had been worked by the "pillar 
and stall" method of work. We worked our way 
down dip and emerged back at the original lower 
level. 

The Middle Mine has two entrances, an upper and 
lower. The upper entrance passage was explored by 
all of the party and most of the party also explored a 
steep shaft that connected with the lower entrance. 
The other members explored the Middle Silica Mine. 
There was a very large open entrance, right next to a 
public footpath, which went on down to a sump. It 
was in these passages that we found the bottom of 
the steep shaft from the upper entrance. 

Silica was mined in Pont Wedd Feehan for 150 years 
and only ended in 1964 with the closure of the Dinas 
Mines. 
Paul Chandler 

BARMOTE COURT EVENT 
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The Barmote Court is again being invited to the Peak 
District Mining Museum this autumn. This is an 
informal gathering and enables members of the 
Society to meet Officials and Jurors of the Barmote 
Court. 

The event is to be held on Wednesday 22nd October 
1997. Attendance is by invitation. Any member who 
wishes to be present should contact Evelyn Dixon, at 
the Peak District Mining Museum, for an invitation. 

PEG LEIGHTON BEQUEST 

The Peak District Mining Museum has received a 
bequest of£ 15, 734 from the executors of the late Peg 
Leighton of Vancouver, Canada who died last year. 
Peg became a PDMI-IS member as a result of her 
researches as a medical librarian at the University of 
British Columbia at Vancouver. She developed a 
convincing hypothesis that Florence Nightingale, who 
was the daughter of a lead smelter who played in the 
works as a child and who was exposed to fumes from 
another near-by smelter, suffered some of the 
symptoms of lead poisoning. 

Peg collected a lot of Nightingalia - some 1800 letters 
she bought at Sotheby's are now in the County 
Record Office. Peg asked that the money be devoted 
to a display on the Social History of Lead Mining. 
Ly nn Willies 

THE BONSALL VILLAGE MAP 

Bonsall village is located, as the crow flies, about a 
mile west of Matlock Bath. The villagers have 
created the "Bonsall Village Map" to highlight the 
unique qualities of this Derbyshire village, and to 
record Bonsall's long and interesting history as a 
centre for lead mining and framework knitting. It is 
thought to be the first time that such a project with an 
input from so many residents has been successfully 
completed anywhere in Derbyshire. 

The Bonsall Village Map is a celebration of the 
village, its architecture, mining history, flora and 
fauna. It has been created by villagers for their 
information and enjoyment, but also to benefit the 
village's businesses and for visitors. 



It has taken 18 months for the Bonsall Village Map 
Project Group to research different areas of interest, 
to interview older villagers and create a 
comprehensive picture of Bonsall past and present. 

The cost of the map is £3 .50 and a poster version is 
also available at a cost of £4.50. Copies are available 
from the Peak District Mining Museum. 

SNIPPETS FROM IVOR BROWN 

1. Convicts go underground 
Hardened convicted criminals in South Africa 

will be incarcerated in converted disused gold mines. 
The underground prisons would be secure and 
cost-effective. A spokesman has said "the conditions 
will be humane, consistent with the constitution and 
will have provision for health care and visitors. A 
ride in a lift down a mine should be a pleasant 
experience for visiting family members." 
Daily Telegraph 

2. Plant holds key to land clean-up 
A research project has shown the Alpine 

Pennycress (Thalaspi caerulescens), a rare plant 
growing on the site of Hafua Mine, Llanrwst, has 
been found to be capable of absorbing high quantities 
of lead and zinc pollutants. It is hoped that cultivation 
and harvesting of the plant could eventually cleanse 
the land of its heavy metal contaminants. 
Daily Telegraph 

3. Mine shaft rescue 
A man who tried, unsuccessfully, to rescue his 

springer spaniel dog from a 50ft flooded mineshaft 
near Helston, Cornwall last January got into 
difficulties and had to be rescued. 
Daily Telegraph 

4. New deep coal mine in South Wales 
NSM, the coal mining group, has plunged to a 

£75.7m pre-tax interim loss after providing for 
expected losses on the sale of its Pennsylvanian and 
West Virginian coalfield business in the US. 

The Chairman, John J ermine, said that he was still 
confident that the new deep mine at Pentreclwydau, 
South Wales had a profitable future. 
Daily Telegraph 
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5. How to get your own back! 
Two Siberian miners blew themselves up in a car with 
20lb explosive because they had not been paid for 6 
months. The blast also wrecked the railway station at 
Kilelyousk. 
Daily Telegraph 

6. Spontaneous heating at Riccall Mine 
A seat of spontaneous heating was recently 

identified and sealed off in an area of old workings at 
the Riccall Mine in the Selby Coalfield. Production at 
Riccall was affected for several days whilst the area 
was sealed off but there will no long term impact on 
Riccall or any other part of the Selby complex. 
RIB ''New Scene 11 

7. Demolition of Hem Heath Headgear 
The massive "A-frame" headgear at Hem 

Heath Colliery in Stoke on Trent is to be demolished. 
Stoke City Council has stated " .. .. the headgear could 
have a detrimental impact in attracting new 
developments into the area ...... ". 

The Coal Authority is funding the clearing of the site 
as the operator, Coal Investments has gone into 
administration with debts of almost £60 million. 
RJB ''New Scene 11 

BM INSPECTORATE OF MINES REPORT 

The latest issue ofH & S E's HM Inspectorate of 
Mines Report of Accidents and Dangerous 
Occurrences shows that in the year 1995/6 there were 
no reported fatalities or injuries in Tourist Mines. 
The last reported injuries were in 1992/3 when two 
members of the public were involved. 

There were two reported Dangerous Occurrences in 
Tourist Mines reported during 1995/6. These were 
the stoppage of ventilation apparatus and an incident 
involving a locomotive. 

HEALTH & SAFETY EXECUTIVE ARCHIVES 

The historical archives of the H & S Executive have 
been registered with the Public Records Library. The 
archive contains documents and books of historical 
importance on the mining industry, some dating back 
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to the early 19th Century. Access can be arranged 
through the Librarian, H & S E Library, Broad Lane, 
Sheffield, S3 7HQ 

RECENT MINING INCIDENTS 
(Reported in Mining Journal) 

1. Two NUM (South Africa) officials and four 
members of their family were killed in a dispute 
between two miners' unions at the Anglo-American 
Platinum Mine in South Africa. 

2. Fifteen miners have been killed and three more 
presumed dead in a rockburst at Hartebeestfontein 
Gold Mine in South Africa. 

3. Eight miners were killed and two are missing 
after a rockburst in Deelkraal Gold Mine, South 
Africa. 

separating the site from the River Aire in the late 
1980's. The major recovery work has been 
completed and the void is being pumped out. 

The void contained 20 million cubic metres of water 
and this volume of water would be a good 
supplement for the local water shortage. In order to 
take advantage of this water source, albeit temporary, 
Yorkshire Water has developed the first reverse 
osmosis treatment plant to provide drinking water 
from the site. The plant has a capacity to provide 4m 
gallons of safe drinking water per day. 
Yorkshire Post 

ABSTRACTS FROM "COAL AGE" 

1. The European Community has authorised Britain 
to provide £891m to its coal industry between 1997 
and July 2002. This is to cover liabilities inherited 
from British Coal, including environmental damage, 

4. A series of explosions in Chinese coal mines which obligations to former workers (pension schemes and 
killed 86 miners has resulted in a management purge. social welfare benefits) and is to ensure that these 
The owners of the privately run mines have all been liabilities do not place a burden on privatised mines. 
arrested. 

THE END FOR SOUTH CROFTY? 

It has been announced that the South Crofty tin mine 
is to close unless further funding is made available to 
see the Company through its current difficulties 
caused by the low selling price of tin and the strength 
of the UK pound. The closure will bring to an end 
the deep mining of tin in Cornwall. 

SOUVENIR OF SOUTH CROFTY 

A proposal has been made to produce a South Crofty 
Commemorative Medal for South Crofty Tin Mine. 
The medals would be made of 100% South Crofty 
Tin and would cost £25.00. 

Further information from Bernard Ballard, (01209) 
714821. 

USE FOR ST AIDAN'S OPENCAST WATER 

The St Aidans opencast site at Swilligton, near 
Leeds, was flooded by a breach in the embankment 

2. In 1996 women made up about 5% ( 6000) of the 
mining work force in the USA with the bulk of the 
women being in coal mining. In 1976 there were 
2,600 female workers and in the peak in the 1980's, 
the figure reached 11 ,600. 

HISTORIC FIND ON OPENCAST MINE SITE 

Evidence of a 14th Century industrial community has 
been exposed at the RJB opencast coal site between 
Stanley Common and West Hallam near Ilk es ton, 
Derbyshire. 

The site is to be the subject of an archaeological 
excavation. It is believed that there are ten iron 
furnaces on the site and it is thought that the 
ironworkers were hired by monks who lived at the 
nearby Dale Abbey. 

The furnaces are thought to be "Bloomer Kilns" 
which pre-date blast furnaces. 
Nottingham Evening Post 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

"Metal Mines of Shropshire" Edited by A J Pearce. 
Shropshire Caving & Mining Club - Account No 22. 
Cost £4.95. 

"English Roots - A Family History" by Nie Madge. 
Cost £4.99. 

For over two centuries, the Ashtons lived in hamlets 
in the Derbyshire Peak District. They were small 
farmers but also engaged in spinning, weaving and 
lead mining. In the 1830's they moved to Manchester 
and their lives were radically changed. 

This is the story of a family from the 163 O's until the 
1950's. The Ashton's lives were peculiar to 
Derbyshire. 

BOOK REVIEW 

"The Castleton Area. Derbyshire" by Trevor D Ford. 
Geologists' Association Guide No 56. 

This Guide is undoubtedly the most comprehensive 
available for this classic area of Geology. All aspects 
are covered, taking the reader through the 
stratigraphy, the development of the reefs and 
palaeogeography, the mineralisation, and the 
subsequent evolution of the cave system and 
topography. The photographs, diagrams and maps 
are of high quality throughout and provide excellent 
illustrations of the topics covered, and the itineraries 
provide ample opportunity for examining almost all 
aspects of the geology in this area. In short, this 
guide is a must for anyone interested in the Castleton 
area. 
NSGGA 

"Man at War: John Gell in his troubled time" by Ron 
Slack. 1997 ISBN 09509746 3 3. Paperback, AS, 
vi, 197 pages, maps, portraits, bibliography, index. 
Cost £8.00. 

When Charles I and his Parliament went to war in 
1642, Parliament found a most unexpected champion 
in Derbyshire. John Gell, the rich squire ofHopto.n, 
near Wirksworth, had spent a lifetime climbing the 
social and political ladder in the King's service, 
making enemies as he went. However, he chose the 

Parliament cause and raised and led a regiment which 
prevented the royalist forces from occupying 
Derbyshire. 

The book examines his background, personality and 
motives and describes the events of his extraordinary 
life. After the war he fell foul of the new government 
and was imprisoned in the Tower, only to gain favour 
of Charles II at the Restoration and spend his last ten 
years m peace. 

MISGUIDED REVIEW 

A review of a BGS publication "Heritage in Stone: 
Nottingham" in Geology Today Jan-Feb 1997 states 
-.... "Hardened professional street-walkers and 
geologists will find this guide satisfying ..... !!!" 

Professional street walkers? On odd tum of phrase, 
or is it my warped sense of humour? 
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Acknowledgement is made to the following who have 
submitted copy for this Newsletter but who have not 
been credited against individual articles. They are I J 
Brown, I Butler, L Willies and other anonymous 
subscribers. 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY 1998 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 4th December 1997. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SW ADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 

South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

Web-Site:-http://info.exeter.ac.uk/-RBurt/Mi.n.HistNet 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without pem1ission provided due acknowledgement is 
made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication ar.e those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 
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PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Accounts to be presented at the AGM 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for year ending 30 Jyne 1997 

lliCQME. 
Subscriptions 
Sale of Publications 
Building Society Interest Gross 
Donations and 

Miscellaneous Income 
Annual Dinner Surplus 
Magpie Cottage Operating Surplus 
Magpie Project from POMM 
Temple Mine Share of 

Profrts from PDMM 

EXPENDITURE 
Accountancy 
Cost of Bulletins and Newsletters 
Cost of Publications 
Postage 
Printing and Stationery 
lrlsurance 
Magpie Cottage Refurbishment 
Temple Mine Costs 
Grich Mihing Display Deficit 
Society Project Costs 
Library Expenses 
Misc, .Ttavel and Admin Expenses 
Peak Award 
Contribution to Generator Fund 
Architeds Fees re Temple Mine 
Donations 
Depreciation 

(OEFICIENCY)SURPLUS 
FOR YEAR 

1fillZ 

5308 
2485 

808 

372 
30 

451 

~ 
17954 

235 
6088 

554 
1356 
173 

3175 
1644 
2108 

203 
1432 

29 
182 
25 

500 
2937 

515 

ll1.Q2 

£(3202) 

~ 

5206 
2173 
1285 

140 

488 

~ 

223 

4932 

760 

1542 

90 
403 

25 

1050 

~ 

£267 

FIXED ASSETS 

Fteehold Land at Temple Site at Cost 
Less: Written off to Capital Account 
Generator & Trailer at Cost 
Less: Generator Renewal Fund 

Less: Depreciation to date 

3134 
3133 
4530 
11QQ 
3430 
ill 

, . 

1fil1Z 

~ 
2fil.2 

BALANCE SHEET as at 30 June 1997 

FIXED ASSETS as per schedule 

CURRENT ASSETS 
Stock of Publications 
Sundry Debtor 
Nationwide Building Society 
Cash at Bank 
Cash in Hand 
Tempotary Loan to Temple 

CURRENT LIABILITll:S 
NAMHO Conference -

Net Receipts in Advance 
Sundry Creditors 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 
NET ASSETS 

l'INANCED BY:
Capital ReseMl 
Peak Mine Award 
Capital Account as at 30 June 1996 
Add: Magpie Project Refund 

from PDMM 
Less: Amounts w ritten off -

Freehold Land 
Revenue Account at 30 June 1996 
Less (Deficiency) for Year 

~ 

5714 
ZQQQ 

12714 

~ 
49886 
(3202) 

19fil: 

2916 

7472 
4500 

40032 
9751 

131 

filfil!§ 

5632 
~ 
~ 

~ 
57826 

1361 
200 

9581 

~ 
ill.82§ 

1996 

6000 

47224 
2187 

~ 
~ 

ill!Z 
ill!Z 

illfil 
ill.fil 

1361 
200 

5714 

~ 
£5l.1fil 

(\J 
rl 


