
NEWSLETTER No 85 JANUARY 1998 

If there is a cross in the adjacent box, then you have not renewed 
your membership for the current year. Please renew now!!! D 

SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

7th February Lead mining introduction - PDMM Page 3 
Page 4 
Page4 

8th February U/ground meet - Bakewell 
2 lst February Slide show - PDMM 
27th February-1st March 

7th March 
15th-17th May 
September 
October 

U/ground & surface meet - Cleveland 
Lead mining introduction - PDMM 
NAMHO Field Meet - Nenthead 

Page 4 
Page4 
Page4 
Page 5 
Page 5 

Overseas meet - France 
U/ground meet - Surrey 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Twenty Third Annual General Meeting of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society was held in the Pump 
Room at The Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 22nd November 
1997. 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending 30th June l 997 were accepted. 

Chairman's Report 

The major event of the year was the Society hosting the 
NAMH0'97 Conference that was held at St Elphin's 
School at Darley Dale, Matlock in July. The conference 
was a huge success and not only enhanced the prestige of 
our Society but generated a handsome profit of£ 1900. 
The small organising committee consisting of John 
Thorpe, Wes Taylor, Evelyn Dixon and myself was 
backed up by the efforts of many members of the Society. 

As usual, the Society held many field meets . Underground 
meets included visits to Ashford Black Marble Mine, Good 
Luck Mine in the Via Gellia, Engine Vein at Alderley 
Edge, Salt Union Mine at Winsford, Robins Shaft at Ilam, 
Greenside and Plumbago Mines in the Lake District, silica 
mines in South Wales and Old Tor Mine at Castleton. In 
addition there was a surface meets at the Grassington 
Mines in Yorkshire and the Industrial Museum at 
Woolaton Park, Nottingham. There was also a welcome 
visit to the Society display at the Crich Tramway 
Museum. The majority of these meets were organised and 
lead by Paul Chandler. 

The refurbished Magpie Mine Field Centre was officially 
opened in April, almost 30 years to the day after the 

disastrous fire that had destroyed the Agents House. 
Following a substantial buffet provided by the Cottage 
Warden, Mavis Luff, Harry Parker presented a nostalgic 
slide show which spanned the time from the fire to the 
present day. The Field Centre was the venue for an 
Extraordinary General Meeting of the Society in May and 
for a meeting with a Principal Inspector of Mines in 
October which was held to discuss the current legislation 
relating to tourist mines and caves . Plans are now being 
drawn up to renovate tfte "Smithy" part of the cottage 
which has been the home of the Society since the fire. 

After six years of faithful duty, running for nearly 
6000hrs, the "cottage" generator is ready for a major 
overhaul. Estimates are being sought for overhauling the 
machine, together with costs for installing mains electricity 
on the site. The large portable generator was stolen last 
year and the replacement machine is performing well. A 
Generator Fund has been set to pay for this replacement 
portable generator and contributions keep coming in. 
Unfortunately, however, a sponsored walk on behalf of the 
fund was cancelled due to lack of support. 

The purchase of a trailer has proved to be invaluable for 
the transport of materials used in conjunction with Society 
projects. 

Work continues on the Society projects : 
1. At Old Mill Close, John Peel, Dave Warriner, 

Andy Gillings, Norman Birket, Dave Clucas, Dave 
Williams, Chris Irvine, John Thorpe, Keith Gregory and 
others continue to clear the Sough. 

2. At New Venture Mine the preservation work 
has been completed. This project had been outstanding 
for a period of time and Jim Rieuwerts was particularly 
concerned that our promises to Blue Circle Cement and to 



the Peak Park Planning Board be implemented. Jim's team 
over the two years taken on the project included Keith 
Gregory, Wes Taylor, John Thorpe, Gavin Hoult, Trevor 
Edwards and Chris Heathcote who contributed two articles 
on the project to Mining History. 

3. At Horse Buttocks, Dave Penney and his 
colleagues are continuing with the exploration of Weet 
Sough near Painters Way Fann. 

4. The restoration of the Engine Houses and 
preservation of the engines at Pleasly Pit is also 
progressing with sufficient funding now available to enable 
the project to move forward. 

5. The relocation of the fluorspar plant at 
Ashover still presents a problem. The building offered by 
Laporte suffered severe damage and had to be demolished 
but other suitable buildings are being investigated. 

The Publications Committee met twice during the year. A 
big problem regarding our publication policy is not the 
lack of material for publication but the lack of marketing 
expertise, a problem that we are addressing. We are now 
in a position to publish "A Glossary of Derbyshire Mining 
Terms" by Jim Rieuwerts. Jim would like to hear from 
any members who would like to purchase a hard back 
copy of this publication. The Bulletins, under the new title 
of "Mining History", and with Trevor Ford continuing to 
be editor with copious assistance from Lynn Willies, 
Evelyn Dixon who "eagle eyes" the grammar, Dave 
Williams who prepares the index and Mike Luff who 
distributes the publication, continues to be of a high 
standard, The Newsletter, whose editor Wes Taylor is 
always looking for more contributions, is the link between 
the Society, members and members activities. 

At the Museum and Temple Mine the working parties 
continue their sterling work in setting up new exhibits and 
maintaining the sites. During the year the Museum 
received a bequest of almost £16,000 from the late Peg 
Leighton of Vancouver which will be devoted to a display 
on the Social History of Lead Mining with references to 
Florence Nightingale, the daughter of a local lead smelter. 
The Museum finances are sound but, as ever, more must 
be done to attract more visitors, especially to Temple Mine 
which is in urgent need of refurbishment and development. 
Temple Mine is regarded as having more potential for 
development than the Museum and, having purchased the 
freehold to the area between the road and the mine, 
including the residents car park, we have emerging plans 
to make it more attractive. 

Our partners in the Museum, Derbyshire Dales District 
Council, who own the building, and Derbyshire County 
Cow1cil wish to sever themselves from involvement with 
the Museum. Before they vanish we are negotiating 
severance terms and the District Council have agreed to 
give the Museum a grant of £5,000 a year towards the 
increased rent of £9,400. Talks are continuing. 
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Every five years the Museum is required to register with 
the Area Museum Service and the Museums and Galleries 
Commission. The conditions of registration are a 
safeguard that a museum is a reputable organisation and 
that the collections are properly looked after in the public 
interest. Without registration a museum cannot be eligible 
for grants or lottery funding. Our Museum is well on the 
way to re-registering. 

A number of events took place at the Museum during the 
year. The third Bannote Court Event took place in 
October and was attended by a large number of Barmote 
Court Jurors and Officers, as well as a nun1ber of Society 
members . In November, Tony Gibbs gave a very 
interesting talk on Cave Systems in the Magnesium 
Limestone that stretches from South Shields down to 
Mansfield. I feel that with the Pump Room at the Museum 
and Magpie Mine we have two excellent meeting places 
and more use should be made of them. 

A number of Society members are associated with a 
project to save one of the draglines at the St Aidan's 
opencast coal site near Leeds . A subscription of £3 .00 
entitles you to join these "Friends of the Dragline" and to 
receive periodic newsletters. This group recently visited 
the Stobbswood opencast site in Northumberland to see, 
and ride on, the massive dragline in operation. 

The Society attracted 80 new members during the year and 
we introduced a very successful new system to remind 
"very late renewing" members that their membership 
renewal as overdue. 

We are delighted to have with us today Dr Trevor Ford 
OBE. This award to Trevor was made in the Queen's 
Birthday Honours for lifelong service to Geology and Cave 
Science. Congratulations from all of us. 

Finally, I thank the members of the Committee and the 
other large band of dedicated members who continue to 
make our Society the biggest and the best mining history 
society in the country. I particularly wish to thank Keith 
Gregory for carrying out so efficiently the post of 
Secretary during my three years as Chainnan. 
Alan Mutter 

Election of Directors 

Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 1996/97 are:-

Chainnan Mrs E Dixon, 
21 Marlborough Drive, 
Belper, Derbys, DE45 lLB 
Tel: (01773) 823020 

Deputy Chainnan Dr J H Rieuwerts 
2 Torwood Drive 
Greenhill Village 
Sheffield 
S8 7QZ 



Hon Secretary 

Hon Treasurer 

Hon Editor 

Hon Recorder 

Ordinary 
Members 

ANNUAL DINNER 

Tel: (0114) 2376988 

J K Gregory, 3 Cobden Rd, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3JR 
Tel: (01629) 55400 

W J Taylor, 18 Station Lane, 
Walton on Trent, 
Swadlincote, Derbys, 
DE12 8NA 
Tel: (01283) 713315 

Dr TD Ford OBE, 
21 Elizabeth Drive, Oadby, 
Leicester, LE2 4RD 
Tel: (0116) 2715265 

R Paulson, "Holt House", 
Holt Lane, Lea, Matlock, 
Derbys, DE4 5GQ 
Tel : (01629) 534775 

D J Clucas, 4 Macclesfield Rd, 
Buxton, Derbys 
Tel : (01298) 26436 

R A Hall, 5 Richmond Close, 
Walton, Chesterfield, Derbys, 
S40 3JH. 
Tel: (01246) 203302 

C D Heathcote, 15 Links Rd, 
Chapel en le Frith, Derbys, 
SK23 9TX 
Tel: (01298) 814822 

J A Peel, "Truncliffe House", 
Smithy Lane, Paiwich, 
Ashbourne, Derbys, DE6 l QD 
Tel: (01335) 390448 

N J Potter, 4 Eastleigh Drive, 
Micklover, Derby, DE3 5HZ 
Tel: (01332) 511355 

D Williams, "Clovelly 
Cottage", Lower Terrace Rd, 
Tideswell, Buxton, Derbys, 
SK17 8LX 
Tel: (01298) 871909 

Mr WA Holmes ofWirksworth replied by proposing a 
Toast to the Society. 

The Society Awards for 1997 were presented by Dr 
Trevor Ford OBE. They were:-

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to G A Cox in recognition of 
his work over the years in preserving and making 
accessible the Mines of Ecton. 

2. The Peak Mines Award was made to 
D Warriner and D A Nixon for their paper entitled "The 
Connection of James Hall's Over Engine Mine to Peak and 
Speedwell Caverns" . This paper was published in Mining 
History Vol 13, No 3, Summer 1997. 

The formal part of the evening was completed by Mr WA 
Holmes giving an excellent tape/slide presentation that 
illustrated the changing faces of Cromford, Bonsall and 
Middleton villages over the last 100 years or so. 

The number of members attending the dinner this year was 
again very disappointing. Those members who did not 
attend were the losers. The room was warm and 
comfortable, the food was excellent and there were ample 
portions for each of the seven courses. A glass of wine 
was included in the price of the meal and other drinks were 
realistically priced. 

Now that we have found a good venue and format for this, 
the major social event in the Society's calendar, let us hope 
that it is better supported in the future . 
Wes Taylor 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. THE HISTORY OF DERBYSHIRE LEAD 
MINING 

A series of three illustrated talks on the "History of 
Derbyshire Lead Mining" is to be given by Dr Jim 
Rieuwerts over the next few months. Whilst all members 
are most welcome, and will no doubt get much pleasure 
and further knowledge from the presentations, these talks 
are aimed primarily at members who have recently joined 
the Society and are new to the subject. 

Jim needs no introduction to the older members but I 
would remind members who do not know him that he is an 
authority on this subject and his presentations are always 
"easy to listen to" and contain a fund of information. 

The Thirty Seventh Annual Dinner of the Society was held All of the talks will be held at the Peak District Mining 
at Jackson Tor House, Matlock on 22nd November 1997. Museum at Matlock Bath. They will all start at 7.30pm 

and last for about 90 minutes. 
The Chairman, Mrs Evelyn Dixon proposed the Toast to 
The Guests. The programme is:-
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SATURDAY 7th February 1998 
"An introduction to the History of this 2000 year 

old Peak District Industty " 

SATURDAY 7th March 1998 
"Mining sites in the Castleton, Peak Forest and 

Bradwell areas in the northern part of the orefield and 
Bonsall in the southern part" 

Autumn 1998 
"TI1e search for archival material, its 

interpretation and publication" 

2. HOLME BANK CHERT MINE, BAKEWELL 

Sunday 8th February 1998 

Leader:- Gordon Bowering 

This is an easy grade and dry trip with large walking size 
passages. TI1ere is no crawling required. The maximum 
size of the party is twelve persons but if the trip is 
oversubscribed, a second trip will be arranged for the 
following Sunday, 15th February l 998. 

For further details and to book your place, please contact 
Gordon Bowering, Tel : (01629) 640410. 

remains, combined with abundant fossils make this an 
interesting walk along the shore. 

Sunday: Surface visit to the 17th - 19th Century 
alum workings on Boulby Cliff. This will be another 
interesting visit with, hopefully, the assistance of an "alum 
specialist" . 

Anyone interested in attending this meet should contact 
Neil Rowley, tel: 01904 448709 

4. COAL MINING IN THE 1990'S 

SATURDAY 21st February 1998 

Venue: Peak District Mining Museum 

Presenter : Paul Deakin. 

Members who have attended Paul's previous slide shows 
will need no encouragement to attend. Those who have not 
been before have missed excellent opportunities to see 
some marvellous underground photographs. 

Now is your chance to rectify the situation and spend an 
enjoyable couple of hours listening to Paul and appreciate 
his photographic talents. 

Gordon can supply a limited amount of basic underground Meet at 7 .15pm for a 7 .30pm start. 
equipment, ie helmet, caplamp and belt. 

2. TEMPLE MINE, MATLOCK BATH 

TUESDAY 17th February 1998 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

This is the PDMHS tourist mine and the visit will go to 
parts of the mine the tourist does not see. It is an 
easy/moderate dry trip and the size of the party is limited 
to six persons. 
Please contact Paul Chandler as soon as possible 
(tel :- (01246) 220773 evenings only) for further details 
and to book your place. 

3. BOULBY MINE WEEKEND 

Friday 2fth February - Sunday 1st March 1998 

Leader: Neil Rowley 

The programme for the weekend is: 

5. NAMHO FIELD MEET '98 

15th - 17th May 1998 

Hosted jointly by The Friends of Killhope and The North 
Pennines Heritage Trust 

Surface Field trips: Cowshill and Coptcleugh in 
Weardale, Allenheads Mine and Village, Mining in the 
Rookhope Valley, Rotherhope Fell Mine; Mining and 
Geology of the Nent Valley. 

Underground Field Trips: Brownley Hill Mine, Rampgill 
Horse Gin, Killhope Mine, Brewery Shaft Winch, Tyne 
Bottom Mine, Caplecleugh to Rampgill, Smallcleugh 
Mine, Bamaugh Coal Pit, Rotherhope Fell Mine, Frazer's 
Hush Mine. 

Accommodation: Selection of various type of 
acconunodation available. details will be sent with 
booking form. 

Saturday Night Event: Social gathering in Nenthead 
Friday evening: Restricted numbers underground Village Hall. Cost£5.00 per person 

visit to Boulby Potash Mine. This is a chance to visit the 
deepest mine in Britain. Field Meet Fee: £5.00per person attending plus £2.00 

insurance for anyone without BCRA, or equivalent cover. 
Saturday: Surface tour of the remains of the 

ironstone mines in the Staithes, Port Mulgrave and Boulby 
area . The workings of the Port Mulgrave mine are 
exposed in cliffs east of Staithes and the various mining 
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Further details and booking forms from Sheila Barker, The 
Rise, Alston, Cumbria, CA9 3DB 



6. POTENTIAL MEETS IN DERBYSHIRE (JUNE 
TO DECEMBER) 

Meets planned for the latter half of 1998 include Youds 
Level, Matlock Bath, Old Tor Mine, Castleton. (This is a 
repeat of the oversubscribed 1997 trip .), Mouldridge 
Mine, Pikehall, Mandate Mine, etc. 

7. POTENTIAL SPECIAL MEETS FOR 1998 

Members were disappointed last year when proposed 
events were cancelled because of an apparent lack of 
support. Late enquiries showed a level of support that 
would have justified continuing the planning and the 
operation of the meets. 

Anyone interested in going on the following two meets 
should contact Paul Chandler immediately so that a 
realistic assessment of support can be obtained and a 
correct decision as to whether the meet will go ahead can 
be made. 

Please write to Paul Chandler, 12 Darwent Road, Tapton, 
CHESTERFIELD, Derbys, S4 l OUE, or telephone on 
(0 I 246) 220773 (evenings only). 

7 .1 NORTHERN FRANCE 

To be arranged for September 1998. 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This weekend with a difference will have the main 
objective of exploring the World War II German Cross 
Channel Gun Emplacements which are situated close to 
Calais, together with underground structures in the 
Dover/Folkstone area. It is expected that the visit will be 
from Thursday to Monday with accommodation being 
arranged at local B&B's or cheap hotels. 

The provisional programme is:-
Thursday Travel to Dover/Folkstone 
Friday Visit to various underground 

sites in the Dover/Folkstone 
area 

Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 

Exploring Gun Emplacements 
As above 
Travel home 

It is intended to use the Eurotunnel to cross the channel but 
ferries may be used if preferred. 

Paul has a fair amount of information on the 
Cross-Channel guns which could be copied if required. 

Anyone interested in this "weekend with a difference" 
should contact Paul Chandler as soon as possible. 

7.2 SURREY MINES 

To be arranged for October 1998. 
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Organiser:- Paul Chandler. 

This meet will be hosted by the Wealden Cave and Mine 
Society and will be based in the Merstham and Godstone 
area. 

Various mines that were worked for Upper Green Sand 
building stone will be visited, including Arch, Quarry and 
Chaldon Bottom Mines. The mines are, for the most part, 
dry, very extensive, contain artefacts, requires some 
crawling and one has a 55ft entrance pitch that will be 
rigged for abseil/ladders or SRT if required. 

Dates to be finalised with Saturday/Sunday exploratjon 
and possibly Friday/ Monday for travelling. 

Anyone interested in this weekend should contact Paul 
Chandler as soon as possible. 

MAGPIE SOUGH 

A group of cavers/mine explorers recently got through the 
grill and went up Magpie Sough without permission . This 
incident was brought to the attention of the Society by 
Chatsworth Estates who control access into the sough. 

The identity of these persons is unknown and there is no 
evidence to suggest that they were PDMHS members. 

Members are, however, reminded that there is NO access 
into Magpie Sough except with special permission. The 
Society had access during the recent NAMHO Conference 
and incidents of trespass by individuals puts future access 
arrangements at risk. 

The message to aU is "KEEP OUT OF MAGPIE 
SOUGH!!! - THERE IS NO ACCESS AT ANY 
TIME". 

NEW MEMBERS 

Dr R Smith New House, Spring Lane, 
Cold Ash, Newbury, Berks, 
RGl8 9PL 

Dr R A Roach Dept of Earth Sciences, Keele 
University, Staffs, ST5 5BG 

Mr & Mrs G Wolstencroft & family 
5 2 Roewood Lane, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire, 
SKJO 2PQ 

Mr M Walters No 2 Caerhowel Mews, 
Caerhowel, Nr Montgomery, 
Powys, SYl5 6HE 

Mr B Skipsey Langcliffe Caravan Park, 
Settle, W Yorks, BD24 9LX 

Mr T Barr 40 Oxford Close, Mitcham, 
Surrey, CR4 I DY 

Mr L K Jackson 14 Twyford St, Derby 



Mr K Green 

Mr A Grice & D Grice, 

6 The Crescent, 
Holymoorside, Chesterfireld, 
S42 7EE 

St Peter's House, Queens St, 
Culworth, Banbury, Oxon, 
OX17 2AT 

Mr J M Parr PO Box 27435, Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates 

Miss J Jones 12 Dawlish Rd, Irby, Wirral, 
L61 2XP 

MrVWood 12 Dawlish Rd, Irby, Wirral, 
L61 2XP 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Dr K Russ Hillside, Rosehill, Redruth, 
Cornwall, TRIS lJF 

Mr PA Brooks 66 Tolin St, Duffield, Derby, 
DE56 4GG 

Mr G J Newton Flowerpatch, Bourton, 
Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 5BN 

Mr J Nutley Angerton House, Kirkbride, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA5 5HX 

Mr M J Dootson 1 Quarters Lane, Hazlebadge, 
Bradwell, Hope Valley, 
S33 9HX 

Mr W D Welbourne Field House Fann, Emmett 
Carr Lane, Renishaw, 
Sheffield, S21 3UL 

Mr S C Holt 34 Mumby Close, Newark, 
Notts, NG24 lJE 

Dr & Mrs M Harrison 19 Sandles Close, The Ridings, 
Droitwich Spa, WR9 8RB7 

Mr J Ambler Nuthatch, Hawkhurst Court, 
Wisborough Green, West 
Sussex, RHl4 OHS 

Dr D Hallett Flat I, 12 Warwick Square, 
London, SWIV 2AA 

Miss J Mycock l New Barn Cottage, 
Laverton, Bath, BA3 6RF 

Mr N Bums 61 Alcove Rd, Fishponds, 
Bristol, BS I 6 3DS 

THE FRIENDS OF St AIDAN'S BE 11508 
DRAG LINE 

This is a recently formed group whose principal aim is to 
assist in attempts to preserve at least one of the walking 
draglines at St Aidan's Opencast Site near Leeds. The 
group will support, encourage and provide information to 
Leeds City Council in its efforts to achieve the above aim. 
It will also research and interpret the history of draglines. 
It is proposed to hold occasional meetings and produce a 
Newsletter. 

Annual subscription is £3, to the Secretary, Dr I J Brown, 
95 Manygates, Sandal, Wakefield, WF2 7DL 

6 

STOBSWOOD OPENCAST COAL SITE 

Early in September, a party of 12 members of PDMHS 
and others visited the Stobswood Opencast Site in 
Northumberland to inspect the operations and use of the 
largest walking dragline in Europe. This dragline, called 
"Ace of Spades", is a P& H 757 series machine weighing 
4000 tons (over 3 times the weight of the St Aidan's which 
the "Friends" are trying to get preserved). The Stobswood 
Site itself covers 650ha and has 28 seams of coal. The 
maximum depth of "hole" is about l 90m and the length of 
cut about 1300m. 

The dragline is used to strip the overburden from some of 
the lower seams. From the rim of the void the machines 
look like dinky toys, but once the visit commenced the 
massiveness of everything became evident. The high 
walls, the monster trucks capable of carrying about 140 
tonnes each load and, of course, the dragline with a jib 
94m long, bucket l 00 tom1es capacity and its 40 ft long 
feet. The dragline was built about 6 years ago and has a 
further 6 years life on this site alone, but even this site, of 
over 12 mill tonnes coal, does not really do it justice and 
there are doubts whether it would be economically viable 
on any future site. 

Without doubt th_e dragline was a monster, but it made the 
conservation of the smaller BE 1150, which the Friends 
have their eye on, look more feasible . 

The party thanked RJB and Crouch, the contractor, for 
their hospitality, talk and video show and tour of the site 
plus the unusual privilege of "riding" on such a wonderful 
machine during its operation. But the big surprise was yet 
to come. Crouch had recently walked their own BE 1550 
walking dragline three miles from the now restored 
Butterwell Site and it was parked up, guarded by three 
rottweilers and their attendant on an adjoining site. 
Although now looking sad, this machine, which is 
described in the 1973 Guinness Book of Records, still 
looks very impressive. Over twice as heavy as the St 
Aidan's dragline, its future, unfortunately, seems bleak. 

Members took the opportunity of visiting two other 
important features while in the vicinity, namely the 
Woodhom Colliery Heritage Site and the National Trust's 
Cragside Estate. The Colliery, which closed in 1981, is 
now retained within a country park. It still has two steel 
headframes and most of its buildings. Besides the usual 
"mock mine" in a basement, there is also much original 
equipment, including a steam winder and an electric 
winder still in-situ. 

Cragside Estate was the home of the engineer, Armstrong, 
whose engineering works used to employ over 25,000 
persons. The estate is huge, with a drive six miles long 
which encircles it. It has a fascinating, but complex, 
waterpower system involving lakes, pumps, pipelines, 
waterwheels and rams as well as hydraulicalty powered 
electricity generators. The house itself was the first to 
have hydro-electric power (in the 1880's). The "energy" 



displays show clearly how this new power could be utilised 
using shafts and tunnels, even in the mining situation, the 
industry which was, of course, a major user in the early 
days. 
I J Brown 

ROBIN'S SHAFT, ILAM 

On a typically wet August Bank Holiday Sunday eight 
members of PDMHS and Masson Caving Group 
assembled in Ham village for a visit to Ham Mine. As we 
drove up towards Hill Top Fann where the mine is 
situated, just north of the village, the intensity of the rain 
increased and the breeze freshened. Stripping off to 
change on a rain swept hill side showed dedication or 
maybe insanity. Most sensible people had no doubt turned 
over in bed and gone back to sleep. 

Our intrepid leader, Paul Chandler, had promised "caverns 
measureless to man" and all sorts of goodies. The "Caves 
of the Peak District" seemed to back him up, describing 
Robin's Shaft as a 400ft. inclined shaft which had 
intersected large natural caverns at 300ft from the surface. 
The fact that the mine had been worked principally for 
copper conjured up visions reminiscent of the nearby 
Ecton mines . 

Robin's Shaft, one of the shafts sunk to work the copper 
lode, is rather unusual for Derbyshire in that the entire 
400ft has been driven with the dip of the lode and is 
inclined at approximately 45 to 60 degrees. The 
appearance of the large semicircular shaft, approximately 
8ft in diameter, has been likened to those found in many 
Comish mines. lndeed, a surveyors report to the owners in 
184 7 makes reference to the opinion of a Captain Bonsall . 
Assays done on lode material in 184 7 showed a yield of 
25% to 30% copper ore which increased to between 30% 
and 35% in the lower levels . Monthly surveyor reports of 
184 7 showed great optimism for various areas of the mine 
with reference to the lode having a "kindly appearance" 
and "a very promising lode with good slabs of copper in 
places" . However, by August 1848 the mine had been 
abandoned and machinery, including "two pairs 
horse-whim", were put up for auction. 

As we abseiled down the shaft little evidence was to be 
seen of mineralisation other than an occasional thin string 
of calcite. Passing blind trials at 60ft and l 45ft we 
continued down to the impressive Lord's Chamber at 
approximately 300ft. Although altered in places by the 
miners, to see the old phreatic passages and chambers with 
deeply scalloped walls and the large phreatic domes in the 
roof was well worth the trip . Avens up to 150ft high 
beckoned before disappearing into darkness but nobody 
took up the challenge. More convincing evidence of a once 
rich mineral vein and traces of malachite was to be seen in 
the lower levels but the miner has left little, even for the 
mineral collectors. 
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After a good look around it was back to the shaft and 
325ft of ropes to negotiate. Going out up the incline was 
much harder than anticipated. ln places the incline of the 
shaft became more than 60 degrees, making prussiking 
quite awkward. 

Thanks go to Lee Cooper and Alan Ken of Masson Caving 
Group for rigging and de-rigging the shaft and, of course, 
to Paul Chandler for organising yet another excellent and 
interesting trip. 
Jon Scaife 

OLD TOR MINE, CASTLETON 

On a recent mild, dry Sunday, a party of members met at 
Treak Cliffe Car Park for a trip into Old Tor Mine and 
Peaks Hole Sough that had been organised by Paul 
Chandler. Technical problems, however, prevented entry 
to the sough. We hope to visit the sough at a later date. 

The adit entrance is situated high up on the north side of 
Winnats Pass. Access, by courtesy of the National Trust, 
is restricted to members of reputable organisations with 
competent leaders. 

Old Tor was mined for Blue John mineral which is used 
for ornamental and decorative inlay purposes. It is 
considered to be the most valuable mineral in the British 
Isles. It was first worked from a now sealed shaft on the 
crest of the hill . This shaft was sunk on the mineral 
outcrop, probably at an early stage of the mineral's 
commercial demand, and worked down to the present gated 
entrance level chamber, though nothing is known of the 
early development. 

The adit level is believed to have been recently driven, 
(1920-30), to intersect the old workings at the adit level 
chamber. The mine was then worked below this level. 
Today the mine is virtually worked out and has been 
damaged by illegal extraction of the mineral with 
explosives. This act of vandalism led to a successful 
prosecution of the offenders. 

The Blue John vein can still be seen in-situ, with baryte, 
ferrous oxide etc as associated minerals. 

An interesting and very enjoyable trip into a mine. Thank 
you Paul and we look forward to the trip "up the suff'' . 
Len Kirkham 

CRICH "GET-TOGETHER" 

On Sunday, 28th September, a social gathering of 
members and friends associated with the Crich Project was 
held at the Wakebridg.e display. lain Butler, Project 
Leader, introduced Brian Miller, their Chairman, to an 
invited audience of about 40 persons . Brian spoke of his 
involvement with the site since 1971 and recalled names 
from the past. In 1971 the tramway terminated at 
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Wakebridge and a lead mining display was thought to be a BLACKETT LEVEL, EAST ALLENDALE, NORTH 
useful attraction for the visitors. PENNINES 

Nevil Gregory, the originator of the Crich display known 
as "Nevil's Venture", then officially opened the latest 
exhibit, the adit. Nevil spoke of the reasoning behind the 
starting of the Crich display. [t included a requirement to 
display machinery that had been acquired, such as that 
from Mouldridge Mine at Pikehall which Nevil found in 
the course of his work as a spar miner. After he had spent 
much time and labour on the project, with and without 
help, he gratefully handed it over to lain Butler with the 
promise that he would retain an involvement. lain had 
subsequently negotiated the acquisition of the Glory Mine 
Headstocks, something which he, Nevil, had never 
managed to achieve. One failure on the site that was 
acknowledged by all was the attempt to fill the lagoon with 
water from the nearby quarry; the water just disappeared 
despite all the attempts to seal it with puddle clay! 
l11e next speaker was Peter Naylor who had been the 
Honorary Secretary of the Society in the early days of the 
project and had helped behind the scenes. He had also 
been instrumental in the National Tramway Museum's 
acquisition of the land for their track extension to the 
current tem1iJ1us. 

Following the formalities, refreshments were served, old 
stories retold, old friends reunited and all of the facilities 
of the Tramway Museum made available to those present. 
lain and his team are to be congratulated on their hard 
work at Wakebridge for PDMHS. Thanks to him and his 
colleagues for their hospitality on this very pleasant 
afternoon . 
Keith Gregory 

PLUMBAGO WAD MINE, BORROWDALE, 
KESWICK 

A crisp autumn day - not the sort of day that you would 
want to spend down a mine! The meet began on the 
Seathwaite Road but then it was an arduous climb up the 
hillside to the higher workings of the mine. DuriJ1g the 
ascent, surface details were highlighted and explained in 
the context of the history of the mine. Whilst our hosts 
rigged the descent we had time to explore parts of the 
upper workings and look for samples of graphite. 

Then followed the descent of the mine from Gill's Stage 
down to Gilbert's Level. This involved a number of short 
abseils, followed by the descent of the very impressive 
Grand Pipe which iJ1cluded an interesting re-belay. 

Overall the trip was fairly dry until the final abseil and 
walk out along Gilbert's Level, the main drainage level. At 
least the sun was still shining as we emerged, bedraggled 
and soaking wet. 

Many thanks to Paul Chandler and all of those who helped 
organise the trip . 
Alan Hoey 
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A small group recently illvestigated the Blackett 
Level at East Allendale. This level is driven through 
barren ground for at least two miles, according to 
Dunham, before the first mineral veins were intersected. 
The section traversed on this visit was driven through 
sandstone and was completely straight, somethillg that was 
almost surreal on the return journey. The barren faults 
mentioned by Dunham were noted, illcluding one with an 
interesting breccia illfill. 

The magnificent partial elliptical archillg at the entrance 
was found to be in very good condition and rapid progress 
was made illto the unlined section beyond. From local 
information we expected the trip to be stopped by falls in 
the unlined sandstone section. On reachillg the fall area 
we found that considerable work had been done by others 
and the first fall had been sufficiently cleared to allow 
access beyond. From the "tidemark" on the roof it was 
clear that that the passage had been completely sumped 
beyond the first fall. 

An hour was spent removing debris from the second fall ill 
an attempt to lower the water level below chest depth . 
Despite producillg an impressive torrent of water, the 
water level was only dropped about a foot. Eventually 
progress was resumed and submerged slabs of sandstone 
made the going difficult ill places . Very slowly the water 
level dropped with distance until it was ankle deep, as at 
the.. entrance. On reachillg the foot of the first shaft, 
Studdon Shaft, a faillt glimmer of light from the entrance, 
approximately one mile away, could still be seen . 

Up to this point the air had been fresh with a good draught 
ill our faces . Although not immediately apparent, the air 
beyond this shaft was still. The front pair of explorers 
were some 150 metres ill front of the writer and when 
about 200 metres beyond the shaft the writer suddenly felt 
dizzy with legs that were rapidly turning to rubber. The 
other members of the party also had the same symptoms 
and we all rapidly exited back to fresh air at the shaft 
bottom. Quite clearly we had entered bad air and there 
had been no indications by taste or smell, but our 
breathillg had become laboured. Probably Carbon Dioxide 
(Black Damp) was the likeliest culprit. 

This illcident is bad news for anyone illtendillg to explore 
the Blackett Level. We had entered the level durillg very 
low atmospheric pressure conditions, which may have 
exacerbated the problem, but anyone else should expect 
problems beyond Studdon Shaft. 

Presumably another fall further up the level has created 
another swnped section of passage thus preventillg air 
circulation from the other shafts further up the valley, but 
why the gas should be present is a mystery. ln 30 years of 
exploration the writer has not encountered a similar 
situation. Usually blind passages up to foreheads are 
fairly fresh . 
Dave "Joe" Turner 
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Editor's note: It is interesting to note that the leading 
pair of the group both felt rough. They each put this down 
to too much beer the previous night and wouldn't admit to 
one another at first that anything was wrong_. This could 
have resulted in a very serious situation developing and 
shows how easy it is to get into trouble if members of a 
group are not aware of the symptoms of such a potential 
lethal situation developing and communicating with each 
other at all times. 

THE COPPER MINING CLOCKHMAKER 

In the mid-eighteenth century the Powley (occasionally 
spelled Pooley) family were-clockmakers in Asby (now 
known as Great Asby) near Appleby in Cumbria. In l 775 
a mining engineeF reported~ 

"in this parish is a cop[p ]er mine in which a Clock 
Smith digs all his copper he uses, having smelted it 
himself; it [having] so fme a colour, he makes wa[t]ch 
cases and sells them for pinchbeck [ie Pinchbeck metal, a 
gold coloured alloy]. He is all has [ie always] overworked; 
being in a remote place, 'tis scare known .... " 
PDMHS member Sam Murphy has been able to gather a 
good deal of information about the family from parish 
records, but nothing has come to light about the mine 
worked. It seems inconceivable that a clockmaker would 
also mine and smelt his owrt copper, particularly as it is 
brass that is really needed. Copper is very difficult to 
smelt and refine from the usual ores.. - it is certainly not a 
cottage industry unless the ores were such that smelting 
was easier than normal. In any event copper is not usually 
found in this area, lead being more usual. 

Can anyone identify a possible source of the copper or 
shed any other light on the. matter? 

I feel that either the "mining engineer" was told a tali story 
or that he has misunderstood what he was being told, 
possibly due to not being used to the local dialect or 
accent. It is difficult to believe that someone skilled in 
clockmaking would mine ore, smelt it, refine._it, convert it 
to brass by the calamine process, cast the brass and then 
make his clocks - it would be self-sufficiency taken to the 
extreme. 
John Robey 

BOOK REVIEWS 

1. "Exploring Comish Mines Vol 3 - Five guided tours" 
by K Brown and B Acton. Landfall Publications 1997, 
A5 soft back, 200 pages, over 100 plates figures and 
maps . Cost £8 .25. 

This series does more than describe a "tour". It is almost a 
heritage course with a 14 page introduction which sets 
scene, makes the case for preservation, contains an 
expanded glossary of engineering terms and lists the 
changes which have taken place at sites in the last three 
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years along the routes described in the two earlier 
volumes. 

The "tours" are described in depth. The route is covered in 
ordinary pagination, each page having its own numbered 
footnotes which provide additional sources of information. 
Then, on almost alternate pages the history of the most 
important sites is given with black lines on the border to 
ease identification. Within the "tour" description there are 
many excellent photos, historic and recent, and some 
exceedingly useful maps. These maps are often based on 
early O/S maps. 

The "tours" cover Minion's and Caradon Hill, East Wheal 
Rose,.. St Agnes Village, Wendron..District and Geevor and 
Levant Mines. For the reviewer the Geevor and Levant 
"tour" is the highlight of the book - to read of the progress 
being made on the preservation and interpretation of these 
wonderful remains is most heartening but there are tinges 
of sadness in that some features are still being lost. The 
book ends with a useful glossary of Comish mining terms. 

It is a fine book. How fortunate Cornwall is. to have such 
an interesting industrial past and with so much remaining, 
but even more fortunate in having such competent writers 
and interpreters so that it can be enjoyed to the full 
IJ Brown 

2_ "500 years of Earthmoving" by Heinz-Herbert Cohrs. 
Published by KHL International. Cost £49.95 . 1995 
German edition, 1997 English edition. 260 pages, 400 
photos and illustrations. 

The story of excavation is told from using simple hand 
held tools to the sophisticated plant of today. The book 
covers development in all parts of the world but, 
understandably, the emphasis is on Europe and the United 
States, the birthplace of both the railbound and railess 
excavators. 

In covering 500 years of earthmoving this book is both a 
textbook and reference book. The story of the development 
of the various types of excavator can be_ followed in a very 
simple manner. The translation from the German to 
English seemed to be well above the normal standard and 
few spelling mistakes were noted. The captions to the 
photos and illustrations are very helpful. The index could 
have been more useful if it had included types of machines 
in addition to the "Individuals and Companies" . Unlike 
most other books on excavators, this one deals with the 
subject in chronological chunks rather than by machine 
type so that reference to a particular type of machine has 
to be sought in several chapters. 

There are not so many experts in excavator history but 
H H Cohrs must be a real enthusiast amongst the few. 
This work shows the hand of a real expert not only in the 
subject matter but in the manner in making it available and 
understandable to others . An expensive book but it is 
certainly most interesting and useful. 
I J Brown 



NEW PUBLICATIONS 

"Civil Engineering Heritage: Wales and West Central 
England" by Roger Crag, Thomas Telford Publishing, 2nd 
edition 1997, 320pp, £12 .50. ISBN 0 7227 2576 9. 

This is a revised, enlarged and updated second edition of 
one of the Civil Engineering Heritage Series compiled by 
the Panel for Historicaf Engineering WOfks of the Institute 
of Civil Engineers . Heavily illustrated. 

"Small mines of South Wales" by A J Booth, Industrial 
Railway Society, 1995 96pp, £15 .00. ISBN 0901096 86 
5. 

This book includes brief descriptions, photographs and site 
plans for 32 small independent coal mines in South Wales. 

"The Comish Arsenic Industry" by Bryan Earl 

"Metal Mines of North Wales" a collection of pictures by 
CJ Williams 

"Exmoor's Industrial Archaeology" Edited by Mick 

Thomas and I decided to investigate a small cross section, 
but heavily watered, level below Chadwick Sough. 

After about 40 yards there is a section of hand picked 
level, the first example of this type of working that has 
been found in Ecton. The remainder of the passage 
appears to have been enlarged, possibly by early period 
gunpowder blasting techniques . The depth of water 
deepened to "arm-pit" depth and was extremely cold, even 
through our dry suits. It is proposed to dewater the level 
to give a more comfortable access to the area. 

Another possible early working appeared recently on 
Ecton Hill when a collapse in a field revealed a small 
section shaft dropping on to a haded fault plane. At the 
bottom there is a short heading which suggests some very 
early working methods. The collapse is in an area of 
tmknown history. A decision was taken to preserve these 
old workings and the shaft was secured by fitting a 
fabricated cap on top of GRP cement pipes which had 
been placed in the shaft. It is proposed to clear out the old 
passage to expose more ofthe old workings. 
Len Kirkham 

Atkinson . Exmoor Books, 192pp, illustrated. Cost £14.95. A BOHEMIAN MINERS BAND AT SHEFFIELD 

"A Richly Yielding Piece of Ground" by Jim Lewis . This 
is the story of Fowey Consols Mine, near St Blazey, 
Cornwall. Cost £11 .99. 

UNDERGROUND TOURS SUSPENDED AT THE 
NATIONAL COAL MINING MUSEUM FOR 
ENGLAND 

Underground tours at Caphouse Colliery, the National 
Coal Mining Museum for England have been suspended 
because water from nearby abandoned collieries is in 
danger of breaking into the Museum's underground display 
galleries. 

A meeting has been arranged with the Coal Authority to 
discus how the problem may be solved. Proposals to 
continue pumping the water from the abandoned mines, 
diversion of the water and relocation of the visitor galleries 
above the water table are some of the options available. 
Whatever course of action is taken, the cost will be 
considerable. 

The underground visit is a major attraction to visitors to 
the Museum and it is understood that visitor numbers have 
fallen by some 70% since the ending of the undergrotmd 
tours. 
/)own to f-'arlh 

NOTES FROM ECTON 

On the 11th July 1803, Thomas Asline Ward of Sheffield 
noted in his diary: 

"Mary and I went to the Theatre to hear the 
musical performance of the Famous Band of 
Silver Miners from the High Mountains of Bohemia." 

A little over a year later, on 3rd September 1804, Mr 
Ward again went to a concert in Sheffield that was given 
by the same band. 

This second concert had been advertised in the Sheffield 
Iris newspaper as follows : 

"THE FAMOUS BAND OF SILVER MINERS 
will present a Concert of Vocal and Instrumental Music. 
The Silver Miners are lately arrived in England from the 
High Mountains of Bohemia, to whom His Imperial 
Majesty Francis II, Emperor of Germany has granted two 
years leave of absence. They had the honour of 
performing before His Majesty and the Royal Family 
twenty four years ago. Two of the old Band are still 
remaining and lately had the repeated honour of 
performing before His Majesty and the Royal Family at 
Windsor ..... ..... They wear their original Dresses as when 
working in the Mines." 

The band had also performed in front of other dignitaries 
such as the Duke of Marlborough, Prince William 
Frederick of Gloucester, the Duke of Bucleugh and the 
Earl of Dalkeith. 

After installing two fixed ladders in the upper workings of Does any member know anything more about these old 
Clayton Mine that is known as the Cascades, Garth silver miners and their "Famous Band"? 

Jim R1euwerts 
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FALL INTO LEAD MINE SHAFT 

Not in Derbyshire but in Iowa, USA. 

The report refers to a miracle escape of a 14 year old boy 
who, with his older brother and frien~ was exploring. an 
old lead mine at Clayton County when he fell down a 100 
ft shaft. His injuries were two broken wrists. 

The shaft was about 3 feet in diameter and the boys had 
intended to try and recover a cart that could be seen at the 
bottom of the shaft. The boy was descending the shaft and 
he was about halfway down the shaft when the rope 
broke. The rescue took about two hours and was carried 
out by local firemen and other helpers. 

There are dozens of old lead mines in the area near 
Dubuque and the mine in question is on the boys 
grandmother's farm. After the accident his grandmother 
asked that the shaft be filled. 
Peter Naylor 
NB Peter Naylor advises that the lead mines in this area 
were mostly worked by Derbyshire men. 

SOUTH CROFTY, CORNWALL 

Following the announcement that the South Crofty tin 
mine in Cornwall is to close, the local newspaper, The 
West Briton, has published many articles in support of 
keeping the mine open and the consequence of closing. the 
mine, both in economic, environmental and humane terms . 

Headlines to these articles include: 
"Glimmer of hope for South Crofty" 
"Cash aid needed to run the pumps" 
"Ministerial support pledged" 
"MD says outlook for the mine is bleak" 
"Springs and ancient streams may flow if 

pumps are turned off" 
"Mine set to flood?" 
"Mine will not be liquidated" 
"Traders fear closure" 
"[t's a sad day for the whole of Cornwall" 
"Task force bid to fmd new operator for 

mine" 
"Go home there is nothing to do" 
"Glory years of a great industry" 
"We just had no choice - mine boss" 
"Pay cut secures reprieve" 
"Councils write-off debts" 
"Mine is finalising medallion design" 

The Western Morning News, another local newspaper 
gave great coverage to this news and their headlines 
included: 

"Energy plant for Drofty" 
"Crofty - Council backs recsue bid" 
"Troubled tin mine lays off 40 workers" 

Maureen Holmes 

MINING INTEREST STUDY TOURS - 1998 

Atalaya Tours are, once again, organising a progranune of 
study tours to historic mining sites in various parts of the 
world in 1998. The study tours will visit: 

Rio Tinto & the Iberian Pyrite Belt 
Southern Spain 
Northern Spain & Portugal 
Mexico 
Western Britain 

For full information please contact Atalaya Tours Ltd, 
Ceinionfa, Capel Dewi, Aberystwyth, SY23 3HR. T~l & 
Fax: 01970 828989. 

INTERNET NOTES 

l) Mining-history e-mail discussion list - a proposal. 

The Mining-History list is intended for the discussion of 
all aspects of mining and associated activity, including ore 
preparation, on-site smelting, transport systems, social 
conditions, etc., related to British and Irish sites . As such 
it will be inter-disciplinary in its approach, bringing 
together economic historians, local historians, 
archaeologists, archaeometalurgists, geographers - in-fact 
all those with an interest in mining; academic, professional 
and amateur alike. 

If you have any views on the proposal, if you would 
support such a list if it went ahead and would like 
notification, or would like more information - please 
contact Peter Claughton at P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk 

2) A New Mining History Website 

Mining History lHformation, created and run by Peter 
Claughton at the University of Exeter. 

Access using the URL 
http ://www.ex .ac. uk/-pfclaugh/mhinf/ 

The site is currently biased towards Wales and 
South-West England, reflecting the author's research 
interests, but also incorporates mining history related 
information for Britain and Ireland as a whole. 

Details of the proposed Mining-History e-mail discussion 
list will be found on the website and these will be updated 
as the list develops . 

A 'Notice Board' page will shortly be added to the website. 
If you have any mining history matter which would benefit 
from exposure on the World Wide Web please pass the 
details to Peter. 

Send by e-mail to P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk or (for 
those with no connection to the Internet) by post to 
Blaenpant Morfil, Rosebush, Clynderwen, Pembrokeshire 

11 



SA66 7RE. In the latter case a text file on disc would be 
preferred (including a 1st class stamp will ensure your disc 
is returned). 
Peter Claughton 

3) NAMHO WEBSITE 

A website for NAMHO, by courtesy of Adrian Pearce, has 
recently been set up . The address is :-

< 

wkweb4 .cabl~1et . co .uk/adrian.pearce/NAMHO .HTM ,.. 

BUNKHOUSE ACCOMMODATION AT 
NENTHEAD 

l11e Mill Cottage Bunkhouse at Nenthead, which is owned 
and operated by the North Pennines Heritage Trust, has 
recently been opened in the village. It is an eighteenth 
century building that is set amidst a spectacular landscape. 

All of the usual facilities are provided, together with a 
washing machine and tumble drier. Linen is provided for 
the nine bunks. The bunkhouse is open all year except 
January. The costs are £8 .00 for a bed only or £12 .00 bed 
and breakfast. 

For further infonnation and bookings, please contact Jill 
Fenwick, Nenthead Mines Heritage Centre, Nenthead, 
ALSTON, Cumbria, CA9 3PD. Tel : 01434 382037. 
Fax: 01434 382294. E-Mail: nµ.ht@virgin.net. 

GEOLOGICAL FIELD COURSES 

The Department of Continuing Education of the 
University of Nottingham is organising Residential 
Geological Field Courses to the Northern Pennines and 
South West Scotland during 1998. 

Further details from Mrs Helene Torr, University of 
Nottingham, Department of Continuing Education, 14-22 
Shakespeare St, Nottingham, NGl 4FQ. 

RESTORATION OF CORNISH MINE LANDMARK 

Cash from European regional development funds have 
been awarded to repaint the chimney of the Pednandrea 
Mine which is located at Redruth . The ivy encrusted stack 
is the only remains of this once extensive mine. 

l11e stack, at 80 feet high, is a shadow of its former self. 
It was built in "rings" (stages) and last century it was 145 
feet tall . "Rings" were removed over the years, the latest 
being in 1936 to reduce it to its current height. 
Maureen Holmes 

PERKINS BEACH LEAD/BARYTES MINE 

This mine, in a beautiful sequestered mountainous valley 
near Snailbeach is ancient and with a very interesting 
history. According to The Mining World in 1872 there 
were two underground steam engines and boilers at the 20 
fathom level below the adit for pumping and winding. 
Unfortunately the lode failed soon afterwards and it is 
quite possible, in view of the expense of removal, that 
some or all of the plant is still there. 
Welsh Mines Society 

SNIPPETS FROM IVOR BROWN 

I . A number of pillars of coal collapsed in the Mufulira 
Copper Mine, Zambia, causing a large area of surface to 
crater and a large blast of air was forced through the mine. 
Surprisingly only one man was injured 

2. Twenty six Russian and Ukranian miners were killed in 
an explosion at a coal mine in Barentburg in Arctic 

Norway. The mine is operated by the Russian company, 

Trust Arktikugol. 

3. Explosion of gas at Sangrund-e-Lowshan Colliery, Iran 
killed 15 miners, injured 29 and trapped 150 (later 
rescued). l11e explosion as caused by an electrical short 
circuit in underground equipment. 

4. A teenage boy died whilst exploring an old mine tunnel 
at Thurnscoe in South Yorkshire. The youth had gone into 
a tunnel which runs into a slag heap. His companion tried 
to drag hinl out of the tunnel but had to give up when he 
was partially overcome by the lack of oxygen. 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 1998 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 3rd March 1998. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315 . 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 

South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

Web-Site:-http://i.nfo.exeter.ac.uk/-RBurt/MinHistNet 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without permission provided due acknowledgement is 
made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 
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