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LA TE PUBLICATION OF NEWSLETTER 

This edition of the Newsletter is late being published as it 
was held back to enable it to be distributed with the 
enclosed copy of Mining History. 

The cost of distributing the Newsletter alone is over£ 100 
and it was, therefore, considered to be prudent to delay 
publication. 

1998 AGM & ANNUAL DINNER 

The 1998 AGM and Annual Dinner will be held on 
SATURDAY 21st NOVEMBER 1998. 

The AGM will be held in the Pump Room of the Peak 
District Mining Museum. The dinner will be held at the 
Jackson Tor House at Matlock. 

Full details will given in the next edition of the Newsletter. 

Please note the "Meet with a Difference" which has been 
arranged for 22nd November. Make it a weekend in 
Derbyshire. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1998/9 

Members are reminded that their membership 

subscriptions for the year 1998/9 become due on I st 
September 1998. A renewal form is enclosed with this 
Newsletter. 

The subscription rates are unchanged from last year at:-
Ordinary Member £ 13. 00 
Joint Member £15 .00 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£17.00 
£ 5.00 
£17.00 

Overseas members should pay their subscription in 
Sterling. 

Members who pay their subscription by Standing 
Order should remember that the subscriptions were 
increased last year. Please ensure that the mandate to 
your bank is for the correct amount. 

TRUSTEES FOR THE PEAK DISTRICT MINING 
MUSEUM 

Later this year the local government partners on the 
Management Committee of the Peak District Mining 
Museum, namely Derbyshire Dales District Council and 
Derbyshire County Council, will be severing their 20 year 
connection with Peak District Mines Historical Society 
Ltd in managing the PDMM. 



The Museum will then be operated on a stand-alone basis SOCIETY MEETS 
and will hQadministered by Trustees. 

A number of PDMHS members have indicated that they 
will consider serving as Trustees of the PDMM but 
several more are still required. If you wish to be 
considered as a Trustee of the PDMM please contact: 

Alan Mutter, Chairman of the Joint 
Management Committee, 72 Wolds Road, 
MATLOCK, Derbys, DE4 3HJ. 
Tel: 01629 584468. 

Copies of the Responsibilities of Trustees will be sent to 
those members who express an interest in becoming a 
Trustee of the PDMM. 

The first duties of the Trustees will be:-
a . to consider the draft constitution and 
b. to examine the PDMM Policies with a view to 

the re-registration of the Museum. 

MAJOR NEW PDMHS PUBLICATION 

"Glossarv of Derbvshire Lead Mining Terms" by Dr J H 
Rieuwerts 

Published July 1998. ISBN 0 904334 14 7. 192 pages, 
hardback. 

This new compilation, by Society founder member Jim 
Rieuwerts, is the result of over 30 years research into 
Derbyshire's lead mining archives. Some 1250 words used 
by the old lead miners are listed alphabetically with their 
meanings, and this total is more than double the number of 
terms in any previous glossary. Notes are included as to 
where the terms were first recorded in old documents. 
Flow sheets link terms into sequences relating to particular 
processes such as haulage or ore processing. A thesaurus 
groups terms into categories with related meanings . A 
bibliography lists sources of information. 

The glossary will be an essential addition to the bookshelf 
of anyone involved in studying lead mining in Derbyshire. 

Cost:- Non members £14 .00+£1.50 p&p. Members 
£12 .00+£1.50 p&p. As a special promotional offer for 
members, the cost will be £12.00 incl p&p until 31 
December 1998. 

Copies of the book are available from the Peak District 
Mining Museum or the Publications Secretary, but 
members wishing to take advantage of the promotional 
offer must place their order with the Publications 
Secretary, Mike Luff, The Coppins, Wash Lane, Raven
stone, Coalville, LE67 2AZ. Tel :- 01530 81095. 
Trevor Ford 
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1. NORTHERN FRANCE 

Thursday 17th - Monday 21st September 1998 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This weekend with a difference will have the main 
objective of exploring the World War II German Cross 
Channel Gun Emplacements which are situated close to 
Calais, together with underground structures in the 
Dover/Folkstone area. Accommodation is to be arranged 
at local B&B's or cheap hotels. 

The programme is:
Thursday 
Friday 

Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 

Travel to Dover/Folkstone 
Visit to various underground 
sites in the Dover/Folkstone 
area, travel to France 
Exploring Gun Emplacements 
As above 
Travel home 

It is intended to use the Eurotunnel to cross the Channel 
but ferries may be used if preferred. 

To book your place, please contact Paul Chandler. Tel:
(01246) 220773 (evenings only). 

2 . RESEARCHING OLD MINES 

SATURDAY 19th September 1998 

Venue:- Peak District Mining Museum 

Time:- 7 .30pm 

Speaker:- Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

This is the third part in the series of talks on "The History 
of Derbyshire Lead Mining" that Jim has given this year. 
The previous two talks were very well supported and 
appreciated. 

This third, and final talk, will be entitled "The Search for 
Archival Material, its Interprtation and Publication". 

3. OLD TOR MINE, CASTLETON 

Sunday 4th October 1998 

There will also be a visit to another mine in the area. 

Please contact Paul Chandler, tel:- (01246) 220773 
(evenings only), for details. 
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4. SURREY MINES 

Friday 16th - Monday 19th October 1998 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

This meet will be hosted by the Wealden Cave and Mine 
Society and will be based in the Merstham and Godstone 
area. 

Various mines which were worked for Upper Green Sand 
building stone will be visited, including Arch, Quarry and 
Chaldon Bottom Mines. The mines are, for the most part, 
dry, very extensive, contain artefacts, require some 
crawling and one has a 55ft entrance pitch that will be 
rigged for abseil/ladders or SRT if required. 

Four PDMHS members have already booked onto this 
trip . Anyone else who wishes to attend should contact 
Paul Chandler, tel:- (01246) 220773 (evenings only), as 
soon as possible. 

5. LEAD MINING LAWS IN DERBYSHIRE 

SATURDAY 14th November 1998 

Venue:- Peak District Mining Museum 

Time:- 7.30pm 

Speaker:- Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

After the first of Jim's talks on "The History of 

Bring standby lighting, eg torch, and don 't forget matches 
or other means of lighting your candle. 

It is hoped to award a prize to the member wearing the 
best period costume. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr & Mrs A Dare 
& Family 

Mr & Mrs R Penny 

Miss B Rawlings 

Mr B French 

Mr F Nesvold 

C Mills 

Mr S Hopkinson 

Prof J Gunn 

4 Castle View Drive, Cromford, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3RC 
9 Mason St, Whitwell, 
Worksop, Notts, S80 4RL 
53 Top Rd, Calow, . 
Chersterfield, Derbys, S44 5SY 
PO Box 257, Doonside, 
NSW 2767, Australia 
Risbakken 17, N-4380, 
Hague I Alane, Norway 
38 First Av, Selly Park, 
Birmingham, B29 7NS 
5 Barnwell Lane, Cromford, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 3QY 
Dept of Geog & Environmental 
Science, Huddersfeld University, 
Queensgate, Huddersfield, 
HDl 3DH 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Mr & Mrs J Mills 

Mr S J Armitage 

West Bank House, Winster, 
Matlock, Derbys, DE4 2DQ 
52 St Anthony Rd, Crookes, 
Sheffield, S Yorks 

Derbyshire Lead Mining", a request was made for an Mr SM Alsop 4 Milfay Court, North Baldwyn, 
Victoria, 3104, Australia additional presentation on "The Lead Mining Laws of 

Derbyshire". The talk will be of interest to anyone 
interested in the subject and will be expressed in layman' s BOOK REVIEW 
language. 

6. MOULDRIDGE MINE, PIKEHALL AND DAISY 
KNOWL GRITSTONE MINE, LONGNOR 

Sunday 22nd November 1998 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

The Mouldridge Mine trip will be a step back in time 
to the days of candles and old clothes. Members attending 
will need to scour their sheds, lofts etc for old clothes eg 
Harris tweed jackets, corduroy trousers, hobnail boots, old 
boiler suits etc. Lighting will be by candle only, either 
carried in a holder, lantern or fixed on your helmet. A 
helmet will be the only exception to old clothing for 
obvious safety reasons. 
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Erratum - The book review in the last Newsletter relating 
to the book on coal mining industry contained errors in the 
title and cost details. Apologies to all persons concerned. 
The title should read "Machinations in Coal Mining " and 
the cost is £18.50. 

"Wheal Jane Underground" by A Buckley & Karla 
Riekstins . Penmellick Publications . Cost £3 .50. 
News of the closure of Cornwall's last major tin mine, 
South Crofty, on March 7th 1998, signalled the end of 
some 3000 years of mining in the county. This fact makes 
the publication of another book in the series of Comish 
Mining Photographs "Wheal Jane Underground" all the 
more welcome. Wheal Jane closed in 1991. 

Written by mining officials Alan Buckley and Karla 
Riekstins, it is illustrated by our own Paul Deakin' s 
excellent photographs (eight colour and 21 black and 



white - all bar two by Paul). It shows the vast workings 
as even those who worked there never saw them, thanks to 
revealing lighting plots - the workers only had cap lamps. 

The authors chronicle the story of the mine, its triumphs 
and troubles up to the end in 1991, but pride of place must 
go to the graphic and fascinating pictures. Sadly a 
number of the workers shown in the photographs are 
recorded as transferring to South Crofty when the mine 
closed, only to be overtaken by a similar event in March 
1998, this time with nowhere else to go. 

Published at the sensible price of £3 .50, the book is highly 
recommended both as a valuable historical record and a 
fascinating visual experience 
Harry Parker. 

"The Pump" by S C Walker. Magnus Publications. Cost 
£10.50 

This is a very interesting attempt to describe all of the 
different methods of lifting fluids from the earliest 
methods, like the Shadoof and Archimedian Screw, to the 
very latest types of pumping equipment. Many of the 
engines which powered the pumps are also described. 

There is a short section on soughs. 

There is a lot of good information in the book but it did 
need more editing and proof reading before it went to 
print. 
Evelyn Dixon 

PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM NEWS 

1. Retirement 
Rowena Smith, who has managed the Museum 

and Temple Mine education and sales services for the last 
five years, will be retiring at the end of June. Her time has 
been one of considerable change and expansion as she 
began with us soon after it seemed the Museum would 
have to move to new premises. Instead we stayed and 
expanded our services, so that we have remained an 
independent museum funded out of our revenues. We 
shall miss her and wish Rowena and her husbend, David, 
a happy and active retirement. Taking over her role will 
be Maxine Hall, who has been with us almost as long. 

2. Ecton Antler 
A full article on the find of a Bronze Age antler 

tool will be found in the summer issue of Mining History. 
It has been donated to the Peak District Mining Museum 
by Geoff Cox. 

The antler will be shown briefly on a future Heart of the 
Country programme on ITV. ft has now been sent to the 
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Conservation Department at Lincoln Museum to ensure its 
long term stability. It will go on display with other early 
mining artefacts as soon as possible. 

3. Horse gin parts and an early rail fragment 
Recent acquisitions, thanks to Roy Paulson, 

include the gunmetal (analysis courtesy of Keith Gregory) 
bronze base-bearing of a horse gin. About five inches 
square and four deep, tapered, it would have fitted in a 
cavity in the centre stone of the gin (see example at 
Magpie) . Roy also found a stub-axle which probably 
formed part of the upper bearing of a gin. He also 
produced for us a broken Cromford and High Peak 
Railway fish-bellied rail, used as a mine stemple. 

4. Anniversary 
ft only seems a few years to those of us involved, 

but the Museum is now in its 21st year - it will be 21 next 
Spring Bank Holiday - though construction actually 
started in Summer 1977. This anniversary also ties in 
with the 300th anniversary of Matlock Bath and the 150th 
of the Railway arriving there. The opening of Temple 
Mine was five years later. Some form of celebration 
seems warranted - ideas welcome. 

5. Change in opening hours 

The Museum has always been open, at a 
minimum, from 11.00am to 4.00pm daily. From 
mid-November to mid February next winter, the opening 
times (unless pre booked) will be 11.00am to 3.00pm 
daily. Summer opening will be correspondingly longer 
which should better meet the needs of our customers. 

6. Staff member marries 
Congratulations to Museum Assistant Kath 

Williamson and long time Society member John Wilmot 
who were recently married. We wish them a happy future 
together 
Lynn Willies 

RARE DISCOVERY AT MINE SITE 

During the course of long-term conservation work at a 
small lead mine in Derbyshire, what appears to be a round 
buddle has been uncovered. 

The circular construction is connected to the crushing 
floor by a series of channels. The channel feeding the 
"buddle" discharged into an iron sieve below which were 
found the remains of a zinc screen. This may have been 
removable to alter the size of particle passed. The sieve 
was standing on a wooden launder placed on a stone-built 
shelf which formed an inner wall in front of the stones 
retaining the bank. The shelf was covered with very fine 
sand-like material. The depth of the centre section has not 
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yet been established but a wooden post is still in place at 
the centre of the circle. The post would be the hub of the 
mechanical sweeps, probably hand powered, which kept 
the mineral particles in suspension. 

It appears that the feeder channel also continues around 
the circumference to other dressing features . If this is a 
round huddle it is, and always was, very rare in the 
Derbyshire orefield. The only known circular buddies in 
the area until now have been at Mill Close Mine. The 
washing floor will be carefully excavated, photographed 
and drawn to allow firmer conclusions to be reached. 
Ultimately full details will be published in the Society's 
Bulletin "Mining History" . 
Keith Gregory 

FUTURE NAMHO CONFERENCES 

1. NAMHO '99 Conference 
The next NAMHO Conference will be held in the 

Forest of Dean in 1999. It will be held on 24 September 
to 27 September 1999 and the hosts will be a consortium 
of member organisations who are based in the Forest of 
Dean. The Conference will be based at Whitemead Park 
at Parkend near Lydney. Chalet accommodation, as well 
as camping and caravaning, will be available. 

The theme of the Conference will be "Free Mining and the 
Mines of the Forest of Dean and Other Traditional British 
Mining Rights and Areas". There is a request for 
speakers to talk on "traditional mining" subjects. 

For further information please contact John Hine, The 
Cottage, 2 Cullis Lane, Coleford, Gloucester. Tel:- 01594 
83 3 217. It is anticipated that booking forms and 
programmes will be available in December 1998. 

2. NAMHO 2000 International Conference 
It hoped that a special International Conference 

will be held in the year 2000 to celebrate the new 
millennium. No details have been finalised but Carn Brea 
Mining Society are studying the feasibility of holding this 
conference in Cornwall during July 2000. 

MAGPIE MINE IS FEATURED ON TELEVISION 

For two weeks in May/June a film crew from the BBC 
television has been in the county gathering material for the 
series "Travels With Pevsner" that will be presented by 
Joan Bakewell. Filming has taken place at Kedleston 
Hall, Arbor Low and in areas of mining activity. 
Permission to film at Magpie Mine was sought, and 
granted, with the restriction that no vehicles should be in 
shot. As public access is by footpath only, we wished to 
discourage non-members taking cars onto the site. 
Fortunately the visit was arranged for a Sunday and took 
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place while our Public Relations Officer, Harry Parker, 
was there. Harry, in his inimitable way, fielded the 
questions from Joan Bakewell and contributed to a 
programme which we will not want to miss. 

At the time of writing, we do not know when the 
programme will be screened. 
Keith Gregory 

MATLOCK PAINTINGS AT SOTHEBY'S SALE 

A sale of "Important British Pictures" in June 1998 at 
Sotheby's included two showing mining in the Matl<?ck 
area . Both are by Alexander Cozens (c.1717-1786). 

The first shows a scene viewed from Artist's Corner, with 
High Tor and the River Derwent below, probably painted 
in the 1760s. The painting, in a style later developed by 
Wright of Derby, clearly shows the great cleft of High Tor 
Mine and the trailing heap of mine waste running down 
towards the river. A substantial building, probably the 
coe of the mine, is shown at the base of the upper cliff. A 
second, fairly similar, building is found lower down on 
what is roughly the range of the High Tor vein 
westwardly, towards what is Ringing Rake (and the well
known Y ouds Level) on the west side of the river. A strid
ing figure in hat and tails, and thus probably a gentleman, 
is shown alongside the river. 

In the river is an island, or ait. Its position is just below 
the trail of mine waste and is also below the weir built for 
High Tor Mine (the present day Colour Works site) in the 
early 19th century. It may have resulted from a slowing 
of the river below a rapids or from mine waste, or, of 
course, a combination of both. 

The location of the second painting is more difficult to 
identify, but may be a view just around the corner, 
upstream of the above. Dominated by well-treed cliffs and 
with the river, ifthe location is correct, completely hidden 
(as it nearly is today) the foreground has a well-used dirt 
road, nowadays the A6. On it, in shade, stand two men 
clearly dressed as workmen, one bearing a well-sharpened 
pick (the end glints) suggesting they were both miners. 
The pick-bearing figure has a collar-less waistcoat or 
short jacket buttoned up at the front. His trousers have 
string tied below the knee to facilitate bending or kneeling, 
and one knee appears to be reinforced or patched. 

Substantial footwear is suggestive of clogs. He is wearing 
a hat though the detail is too indistinct to be reliable as to 
its form. His companion is less clear still but seems to 
have a smock. 

Although several sketches and paintings of the High Tor 
Mine are extant, the first seems to show buildings not seen 



on others, implying the mine was active at these levels at 
that time (later paintings show both a sough and water
wheel at river level). The probable miner-figures add to 
the very slight information previously known about the 
clothes they wore and will be of considerable use in the 
design of future museum displays. 
Sotheby's notes also include a suggestion of a later Right 
painting of the same scene at Leicester Museum and Art 
Gallery, which a prominent Leicester member is now 
investigating. There are perhaps a score of paintings 
showing lead mining (and smelting) in Derbyshire known 
to Lynn Willies, including several by de Loutherberg. He 
would be grateful for information about any that members 
come across. We are grateful to Sotheby's for supplying 
the catalogue including photographs of the paintings. 
Estimates were £50,000 - £70,000 each. 
Lynn Willies 

BLENKINSOP COLLIERY 

Amongst many of the fine underground visits at the very 
well supported NAMHO Field Meet at Nenthead in May 
was the visit to Blenkinsop Colliery, near Haltwhistle. 

This is a long-standing privately owned mine (for a time 
part of RJB) worked via the Castle Drift, which descends 
at one-in-six (rather steeper coming out) . It is perhaps 
unique in having a massive limestone roof, with a solid 
sandstone floor below about 18 inches of seat-earth. 
Since the coal is almost six feet thick, it is mined almost 
entirely inseam so there are no waste heaps and the situa
tion is delightfully rural. 

We descended for about a kilometre before entering the 
present workings. Support for the drift is minimal, almost 
nominal, and coal comes out by conveyor belt. The 
bottom of the mine is almost a further kilometre and with 
diversions to see the various parts (all uphill in our recol
lection) we had a good walk through. Several working 
methods are used, including a ranging shearer on faces of 
about 60 yards, a coal cutter for heading and pillar and 
stall working used with a conveyor and loader, and a 
continuous miner. Different methods are use to suit 
circumstances, for instance where support has to be left 
for the surface. A notable feature was the hugeness of the 
gobs, in which the floor rose rather than the roof came 
down. The collapse of the limestone behind the chocks, 
when it does occur, is very heavy - fortunately there had 
been one the previous week. The loads on the chocks 
reveal the imminence of such a collapse. The open 
chambers of the gob make Nenthead lead mining cavities 
small beer! 

The way out for the first kilometre was steep indeed, but, 
fortunately, the last kilometre was done by riding the belt. 
This was a marvellous finish to an underground colliery 
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visit, and our thanks go to the owner and the underman
ager, and to those others who took us in their care. 
Lynn Willies 

PDMHS ON THE WEB 
(http ://info.exeter.ac. uk/RBurt/MinHistNet) 

The Society's presence on the Internet is continuing to pay 
dividends. In the two years since our Web site was set up 
some 2,000 visitors have accessed the site and at least 6 
have joined the Society. Sales from the Museum 
bookshop have also been made. The site is updated on a 
regular basis so it is always worth revisiting. I am 
intending to completely revamp the site later in the year. 
A large resource has recently been added in the form of a 
complete listing of all of the British Isles mines in 1896. 
This is comprised of 4,000 collieries and 3,000 
metalliferous and miscellaneous mines. This listing has 
attracted a number of visitors who use search-engines to 
research local history. I have updated the bibliography for 
Derbyshire on the main Mining History Network site. 

Last winter I was approached by the owner of 
"www.derbyshire.com" who operates a business and 
leisure directory of Derbyshire. He has set up an entry, 
together with some of Paul Deakin' s photographs, which 
will point visitors in our direction. 

Peter Claughton and Roger Burt have recently, through 
their positions at Exeter University, set up a Mining 
History E-mail discussion list. The new list is intended as 
a forum for the discussion of all aspects of the history of 
mining and associated activities including ore preparation, 
on-site smelting, transport systems, social conditions etc 
that are related to British and Irish sites. It will also act as 
a means of disseminating information regarding 
conferences, field meets, newspaper cuttings and book 
reviews which have a mining interest. 

Some 150 mining historians from around the world have 
already joined the discussion list. To join the list send the 
following message to "mai lbase@mailbase.ac. uk" 

join mining-history FIRST-NAME LAST-NAME 
stop 

Further information on mailbase discussion lists can be 
found on the Web at "www.mailbase.ac.uk" 

Subjects discussed so far have varied as widely as 
"Mining at Alderley Edge", "The use of coal on the 
Roman Rhine Frontier'', "The Cornish Chamber of 
Mines" and "The meaning of the word 'Rammel' so the 
more the merrier. 
Dave Williams E-Mail - Davew@tidza.demon.co.uk 



SECONDHAND AND RARE MINING BOOKS 

Arguably Britain's largest supplier of mining books, the 
Peak District Mining Museum is offering a new service; 
the selling of secondhand mining (and mining related) 
books. Books will be accepted, with only one copy of the 
same title at the same time, on a sale or return basis. The 
books will be on display at the Museum. If the response is 
sufficient a book list will be issued periodically. 

The price will be set by the vendor though a lower price 
may be recommended if not sold within three months. The 
Museum retains the right to refuse or return any book 
unsold and invoices will not be accepted until after the 
book has been sold. There will be a commission charge of 
33% of the sale price which will go into Museum funds . 

Please contact the Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock 
Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. Tel:- (01629) 
583834. The Museum is open from 11.00am to 4.00pm 
every day, (longer at busy times). Advance notice of 
arrival with books for sale would be appreciated. 
Lynn Willies 

MINES RESEARCH IN NORTH-EAST 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

In the last five years or so various members of PDMHS 
have been undertaking much new research on the mines of 
north-east Staffordshire and results are now coming thick 
and fast. 

At the Ecton Mines the results of work on early use of 
gunpowder and the Dutchman Mine by John Bamatt, Jim 
Rieuwerts and Garth Thomas are now published. John 
and Garth have now prepared a paper on prehistoric mines 
at Ecton, detailing much new investigation work 
generated by the impetus provided by the discovery of 
hammer stones by Graeme Gilbert. The paper includes an 
assessment of the possible extent and depth of such mines 
and the results of radiocarbon dating of an antler tool that 
was recently found underground. Plans for archaeological 
excavations on the hilltop are currently being formulated 
in conjuncti<!>n with the Early Mines Research Group 

Lindsey Porter is about to publish detailed historical 
research into the Ecton Mines in the 19th Century which 
documents a wealth of unpublished sources and allows a 
much fuller understanding of the mines after their heyday. 

Len Kirkham, Wes Taylor and Garth Thomas have been 
making important discoveries about Chadwick Sough 
which elucidates its location and character. 

A detailed survey is being undertaken at Deep Ecton and 
Salts Level by John, Garth and Paul Deakin. This survey 
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was initiated after the discovery that, contrary to 
conventional wisdom, Deep Ecton Adit is probably the 
original 1723 sough. Perhaps the Apes Tor Level was 
not driven until just prior to the installation of an 
underground hydraulic water engine in 1783. This 
conclusion is reached following the realisation that a 
passage near the inner end of Deep Ecton Level arching, 
first explored by Geoff Cox and John Rattenbury in the 
l 970' s, was part of an early sough passage leading back 
towards surface. This is also supported by Jim's 
identification of a 1755 lease to drive Clayton Sough 
which contains a plan showing the position of a 
pre-existing sough tail at about the correct location; 
previously there had not been any thought of there being a 
sough to Deep Ecton on this side of the hill until 1774. At 
"the main chamber" where Deep Ecton Level and Apes 
Tor Level come together, for a long time the centre of 
hauling and pumping operations from the main pipe 
below, a detailed appraisal of its shape and archaeological 
details, such as ruined dams, support walls, and numerous 
notches and shot holes, has elucidated the placing of at 
least three engines here and the various major 
modifications to the chamber that took place when each 
was installed. 

Len, Wes and Lindsey have recently been working on 
draining Apes Tor Level and as a result, part of the level 
has now been inspected; with further work more details of 
its purpose may well be revealed. 

John and Garth have been carrying out archaeological 
recording of a timber dam that was exposed during these 
drainage works. 

Work at other mines in the area includes the opening of 
Royledge Mine by Len and others and the recording of its 
extent and character. Lindsey and Len are also working 
on a series of papers following the discovery of several 
hundred documents on the north-east Staffordshire area. 
The documents include information on a previously 
unknown waterwheel at the Dale Mine. 

Work on the Dale Mine and the Upper Elkstones area is 
fairly well advanced, as is a paper by Lindsey on ore 
dressing in the Manifold Valley. Exploration work at 
Ford and a paper on the history and findings has been 
submitted to Society Editor for publication in Mining 
History. 
John Barnatt 

THE FUTURE OF TYW ARNHALE MINE, 
CORNWALL 

Cam Brea Mining Society are considering taking over the 
lease ofTywarnhale Mine when the Royal School of 
Mines vacates the site. It is not intended to open the mine 



as a tourist attraction but its uniqe features would be of 
interest to local enthusiasts and mining historians around 
the country. 
CR Bridgwood (abstract from Western Morning News) 

FRIENDS OF St AIDAN'S DRAG LINE AGM 

The AGM of the Friends of St Aidan 's Dragline will be 
held on Saturday 12th September 1998 at the St Aidan's 
Opencast Site commencing at l0.30am. It is hoped to see 
the RRW 2000 Dragline working, courtesy of RJB 
Mining. 

The £100,000 Heritage Lottery Fund award to the 
Dragline Preservation Fund will be discussed at this 
meeting. 

Membership of the Friends of St Aidan's Dragline is 
avaiable to all at a cost of £2.00 per year. 

Please contact Dr I J Brown, 95 Manygates Lane, Sandal, 
Wakefield, WF2 7DL, Tel:- (01924) 257137 or A Mutter, 
72 Wolds Drive, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3HJ, 
Tel:- (01629) 584468. 
Alan ./yf111ter (Freasurer) 

GREAT PUBLICATION SALE 

Are your Bulletins looking worn and dog-eared through 
constant reference? Are there gaps in your book shelves 
from missing copies? Now is the time to replace or fill 
those spaces. 

In order to make space for the new publications your 
Society is producing, I am holding a "Silly Sale" of back 
numbers of the Bulletin. 
The list below is on offer :-

Volume 8 
Volume 9 
Volume JO 
Volume 11 

Parts 3,4,5 & 6 
Parts 2,4,5 & 6 
Parts 1,2,3,4,5 & 6 
Parts l ,2,3,4,5 & 6 

The price for any single part is ONLY!! £2.00 post free. 
Any person wishing to buy at these Bargain Prices should 
contact the Publication Secretary. If you want to 
purchase more than 5 parts, we may be able to offer a 
better deal. 

Contact :- Mike Luff, The Coppins , Wash Lane , Raven
stone , Coalville, LE67 2AZ. Tel:- 01530 81095 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

"Mines of Cornwall & Devon - an Historic Photographic 
Record" by Peter Stanier. Twelveheads Press. 108 
pages, l 15 photographs, maps, illustrations. Cost £15.00 

"Out of the Pennines .. edited by Bryan Chambers. 
Friends of Killhope. Cost £9.00 

"The Moorfield Pit {Dickie Brig) Disaster " by Harry 
Tootle. Landy Publishing. Cost £6.00 

NOT SO SERIOUS "CA VE RESCUES" 

I . Ashford Dale 
A man walking his dog noticed a camouflaged 

hole on the hillside. He had also seen some rough looking 
characters in the area, so he called the police. The police 
asked the DCRO to take a look for them. Upon inspection 
the hole turned out to be a muddy, 20ft long, cavers' dig .. 
The description of the rough looking characters tallied 
with that of the likely diggers! Upon hearing this, the 
police lost interest. DCA Newsletter 

2. Has sop Area 
A Jack Russell Terrier went missing whilst being 

taken for a walk and the owner feared that it might have 
fallen into a mine shaft, which had happened to other dogs 
in the past. A DCRO team went to look for the dog in the 
area where it had gone missing but could not find any 
trace of a shaft or the dog. 

The owner later found the dog in a rabbit hole and 
managed to extract it unharmed DCA Newsletter 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER 1998 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 3rd September 1998. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLlNCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel :- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Musewn, The Pavilion, 

South Parade. Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- (0 1629) 583834. 

Web-Site:-http://info.exetcr.ac.uk/- RBurt/MinHistNet 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without permission provided due acknowledgement is 
made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 


