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DELAY IN DISTRIBUTING THE JULY 1988 
NEWSLETTER 

The July Newsletter stated that the distribution of the 
July Newsletter would be delayed so that the summer 
edition of Mining History could be distributed at the 
same time. Unfortunately the publication of the 
Mining History was delayed and eventually the 
Newsletter had to be distributed by itself 

The failure to enclose the Mining History with the 
Newsletter has caused considerable confusion and I 
thank the large number of members who showed 
concern about the distribution delays and contacted 
me for an explanation of the problem. 

The situation which developed whereby the 
Newsletter was distributed some eight weeks late is 
not acceptable and a delay of this magnitude will not 
occur agam. 
Wes Taylor - Newsletter Editor 
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CANCELLATION OF AUTUMN EVENING 
TALKS 

The two talks by Dr Jim Rieuwerts that were to be 
given in the autumn of 1998 have had to be 
cancelled. It is hoped to rearrange these talks for the 
New Year. Full details will be given in the January 
1999 Newsletter. 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

Notice is hereby given that the Twenty Fourth 
Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on 
Saturday 21 November 1998 at the Peak District 
Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 

By Order 
JK Gregory 
Hon Secret~ry 



THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 
Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Treasurer 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. One third of the remaining Committee 

Members. 

The Committee that was elected at the Twenty Third 
Annual General Meeting, which was held on 
Saturday 22nd November 1997, is as follows: 

Chairman 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Ordinary Members 

Mrs E Dixon 
Dr J Rieuwerts 
Mr J K Gregory 
Mr W J Taylor# 
Mr R Paulson* 
DrT D Ford* 
MrD Clucas 
MrRAHall+ 
Mr C Heathcote# 
Mr JPeel 
Mr N Potter 
Mr D Williams+ 

#Mr C Heathcote and Mr W J Taylor resigned during 
the year. Mr Heathcote was not replaced but Mr D 
Gough was co-opted to the post of Hon Treasurer 
and is eligible for election at the AGM. 

Those whose names are marked(*) are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are 
eligible for re-election. Those whose names are 
marked ( +) are retiring and are not eligible for 
re-election. 

Fully paid up members of the Society, who are aged 
18 years and over, are invited to nominate Members 
of the Society (who themselves are fully paid up and 
who have consented to the nomination) for the 
vacant positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the position of: 

2 

Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
3 Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Newsletter 
for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted 
provided that it is in the format prescribed. All 
nominations must be received by the Hon Secretary 
by 7th November 1998. Proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a written 
curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda 
of the Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required 
to elect Directors. 

To save members postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings 
to J Thorpe who will pass the nomination forms to 
the Hon Secretary - please do NOT send dinner 
bookings to the Hon Secretary. 

J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THIRTY EIGHTH PDMHS ANNUAL DINNER 

The Thirty Eighth Annual Society Dinner will be 
held on Saturday 21 November 1998 at the Jackson 
Tor House, 76 Jackson Road, MATLOCK. Please 
assemble in the lounge at 7.00pm for the dinner at 
7.30pm. 

The Guest of the Society will be Dr Trevor Ford 
OBE who will give a presentation entitled "Aspects 
of the Grand Canyon". 

MENU 
Prawn Cocktail or Melon 

Soup of the day 

Carvery of beef, lamb or chicken 
served with 

Creamed and Roast Potatoes 
and 
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Seasonal Fresh Vegetables 

Choice of Sweet 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Coffee and Mints 

Cost: £ 15. 00 (including a glass of wine) 

For further imbibes, a wine list is available and 

individual orders will be taken on the night. 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your 

remittance to:- Mr John Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse", 2 Cobden Road, MATLOCK, Derbys, 

DE4 3JR. 

Tickets for the dinner will be issued. Please book 

early and allow 14 days for the receipt of your tickets 

(SAE please). Prepaid tickets may also be collected 
from John Thorpe at the AGM. 

NEW CO-OPTED OFFICIALS 

At the Council Meeting held on 4 September 1998, 

the Directors of The Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Ltd co-opted the following members to the 
Council until the AGM that is to be held on 21 

November 1998. The need for these co-options is 

due to the resignation of Mr W J Taylor as Treasurer 

and which is effective from 9 October 1998. 

1. Mr D Gough, 26 Lodge Rd, Newthorpe, 

Nottingham, NG16 2AZ, (Tel: 01773 714552), was 

co-opted as Treasurer. Mr Gough will be eligible for 

election to the vacant post of Treasurer at the AGM. 

2. Mr P Smith, 71 Norbert Drive, Kirk Hallam, 

Ilkeston, Derbys, DE7 4EF (Tel: 0115 930 1169), 

was co-opted as Membership Secretary. Mr Smith is 
eligible for annual co-option by the Directors after 

theAGM. 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE 
SOCIETY 

Members annual subscription to the Society for the 
year 1998/99 became due on 1st September 1998. 

The subscription rates are:-

Ordinary Member £ 13. 00 
Joint Member £15 .00 

F amity Member £ 17.00 

Junior Member £ 5. 00 
Institutional Member £ 18. 00 

The membership rates shown apply to UK members 

and overseas members paying in £ sterling. Overseas 

members paying in local currency should ensure that 
their payment will yield the appropriate membership 

dues after the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the previous 
Newsletter. If you have mislaid your copy then send 

your name and appropriate cheque/postal order, 
payable to PDMHS Ltd to Mr P Smith, 71 Norbert 
Drive, Kirk Hallam, Ilkeston, Derbys, DE7 4EF. 

PAYMENT OF SUBSCRIPTION BY 
STANDING ORDER 

Would those members who paid their subscription by 

Standing Order on 1st September but who have not 

altered their mandate for the revised subscription 
rate, please forward the balance to the Membership 

Secretary as soon as possible. 

MAJOR NEW PDMHS PUBLICATION 

This publication is now available:-

"Glossary o(Derbvshire Lead Mining Terms" by 

Dr J H Rieuwerts 

Published July 1998. ISBN 0 904334 14 7. 192 

pages, hardback. 



This new compilation, by Society founder member 
Jim Rieuwerts, is the result of over 30 years research 
into Derbyshire's lead mining archives. Some 1250 
words used by the old lead miners are listed 
alphabetically with their meanings, and this total is 
more than double the number of terms in any 
previous glossary. Notes are included as to where 

the terms were first recorded in old documents. 
Flow sheets link terms into sequences relating to 
particular processes such as haulage or ore 

processing. A thesaurus groups terms into categories 
with related meanings. A bibliography lists sources 
of information. 

The glossary will be an essential addition to the 
bookshelf of anyone involved in studying lead mining 
in Derbyshire. 

Cost:- Non members £14.00+£1.50 p&p. Members 

£12.00+£1 .50 p&p. As a special promotional offer 
for members, the cost will be £ 12. 00 incl p&p until 
31 December 1998. 

Copies of the book are available from the Peak 
District Mining Museum or the Publications 

Secretary, but members wishing to take advantage of 
the promotional offer must place their order with the 
Publications Secretary, Mike Luff, The Coppins, 
Wash Lane, Ravenstone, Coalville, LE67 2AZ. Tel:-
01530 810905. 
Trevor Ford 

SOCIETY MEETS 

I. SURREY MINES 

Friday 16 - Monday 19 October 1998 

Organiser: - Paul Chandler 

This meet will be hosted by the Wealden Cave and 
Mine Society and will be based in the Merstham and 
Godstone area. 

Various mines which were worked for Upper Green 
Sand building stone will be visited, including Arch, 
Quarry and Chaldon Bottom Mines. The mines are, 
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for the most part, dry, very extensive, contain 
artefacts, require some crawling and one has a 55ft 

entrance pitch that will be rigged for abseil/ladders or 
SR T if required. 

Four PDMHS members have already booked onto 
this trip. Anyone else who wishes to attend should 
contact Paul Chandler, tel:- (01246) 220773 
(evenings only), as soon as possible. 

2. MOULDRIDGE MINE, PIKEHALL 

Sunday 22 November 1998 

Leader: - Paul Chandler 

Meet at the Peak District Mining Museum at 
Matlock Bath at 1 O.OOam. Please share cars, if 
possible, due to the limited roadside parking at 
Pikehall. 

The proposed trip into Daisy Know! Gritstone Mine 
at Longnor has had to be cancelled due to the 
dangerous state of the entrance. 

The Mouldridge Mine trip will now be split into two 
with one visit being a step back in time to the days of 
candles and old clothes, the other being a normal 
underground trip . 

Members attending the first trip will need to scour 
their sheds, lofts etc for old clothes eg Harris tweed 
jackets, corduroy trousers, hobnail boots, old boiler 
suits etc. Lighting will be by candle only, either 
carried in a holder, lantern or fixed on your helmet. 
A helmet will be the only exception to old clothing 

for obvious safety reasons. 

Bring standby lighting, eg torch, and don't forget 
matches or other means of lighting your candle. This 
trip will visit the larger parts of the mine. 

It is hoped to award a prize to the member wearing 
the best period costume. 

The second trip will explore all parts of the mine, this 
time in normal underground gear. 



All underground gear, costume or normal, is to be 
caried to the mine and changing into underground 
clothing will be carried out at the mine. Bring a 
rucksac or similar container to carry your gear to the 
mme. 

MIDWEEK MEETS 

The Masson Caving Group arrange various types of 
meet on a fortnightly basis. These meets are held on 
a Tuesday and PDMHS members and guests would 
be very welcome. 

S Dumpleton & 
J Alton 

Mr G Foley 

Mr C Williams 

MrsE Bowden 

SK17 8RT 

33 Lemont Rd, Totley, 
Sheffield, S 17 4HA 
"Glendara", 22 Markievicz 
Heights, Sligo, Ireland 
23 Seagate Rd, Hunstanton, 
Norfolf, PE36 5BD 
17 Eastfield Rd, Bristol, 
BS9 4AE 

CHANGE-OF ADDRESS 

Between November and January the meets are mainly Mr P Rowsell 
indoor and are held at the Bell Inn at Cromford. 

31 Ringwood Grove, 
Weston-S-Mare, BS23 2UA 

These indoor meets mainly revolve round cave/mine Mr S Mousdale 2 Crosland Terrace, Helsby, 
Cheshire, W A6 9L Y 
"Starlings", Hill Crest Lane, 
Peppard Common, Nr Henley, 
RG9 5JF 

videos but other topics are aired. On one evening 
there will be a slide show illustrating the Offa's Dyke Mr A Yetta 
long distance footpath which was walked earlier in 
the year by Paul Chandler. 

Evening events for the Autumn/New Year are: 
27 October - underground trip, 10 November -
underground trip, 24 November - Offa's Dyke slide 
show, 8 December, 5 and 19 January - video 
evenmgs. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr J Kirkham 5 Woodhouse Lane, Biddulph, 
Staffs, ST8 7DP 

Doreen Buxton 44 Woolem Road, Matlock, 
Derbys, DE4 3HU 

Mr P K Monk 2 Rennes Close, Ashby de la 
Zouch, Leicestershire, 
LE65 2YD 

Mr & Mrs S Reddish 106 Southwell Road East, 
Rainworth, Mansfield, Notts 

Mr MG Charlton 87 Weardale Ave, Forest Hall, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE12 OJA 

Mr & Mrs J Theobald PO Box 3052, Rivonia, 2128, 
South Africa 

Mr&MrsA 
Greenfield Middle Cottage, Little 

Hucklow, Derbyshire, 
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OBITUARY 

Frank Jackson - It is with regret that we have to 
report the death of Frank Jackson at the age of 75 
years. Frank was born in Bishop Auckland and spent 
his working life in Derbyshire as an engineer at 
Arkwright Colliery and latterly at Robinsons of 
Chesterfield. 

Frank was an active member of the Monday Night 
Group of volunteers at the Peak District Mining 
Museum. His great passion was for model 
engineering and he was a member of Chesterfield 
Model Engineers. He is credited with building 
various models of mining engines, in particular, a 
working model of the Ecton Water Bucket Engine, 
currently on display at the Peak District Mining 
Museum, and a working replica of a Water Pressure 
Engine which was used in the mine at Wanlockhead 
in Scotland. 

Frank leaves a widow, Maureen, a son, daughter, 
three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. He 
will be sadly missed. 



ANOTHERAWARDFORDrTREVORFORD 

Dr Trevor Ford OBE, the PDMHS Editor, has 
received a medal from the Derbyshire Caving 
Association for his services to caving in the Peak 
District. The medal emanates from Barclaycard via 
the East Midland Regional division of the Sports 

Council and is entitled the Barclaycard "Champion of 
Sport VIP" award. 

Trevor is delighted to be regarded as a sports 
champion, though mildly disgruntled to find that VIP 

does not have the usual meaning but signifies 
Volunteer Investment Programme. His wife, Betty, 
regrets that the medal does not match his QBE so she 
cannot wear them as ear-rings. 

40th ANNIVERSARY OF PDMHS 

1999 will see the 40th Anniversary of the founding of 

PDMHS and a weekend of events is being organised 
to celebrate the event. 

Details of the celebratory weekend have yet to be 

finalised but the basic ideas being developed are that 
the event will :-

- be held on a weekend in May or June 1999 

- be based at the Monyash Village Hall 

- be devoted to lectures on the Saturday, the 
theme being "The Seven Ages of 
Derbyshire Mining from Pre-Roman to 20th 
Century". 

- incorporate a social event on Saturday 
evening with a Pie and Peas supper and a 
slide show to be presented by Harry Parker. 

- be devoted to field trips on the Sunday with 
underground trips to locations in the 
Monyash vicinity and a Heritage Walk 
(probably into Lathkilldale) to be led by Jim 
Rieuwerts, the last surviving founder 
member of the Society who resides in the 
UK. 
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Participants will have to make their own accommo
dation arrangements. Magpie Cottage will be avail
able for the use of attendees. 

Further information will be published in the January 
edition of the Newsletter. 

LA THKILLDALE MINES - Sunday 26 July 
1998 

A party of 18 walked down the hill into Lathkilldale, 
including a couple who were entering the 
underground world for the first time, for the 
underground meet at this popular location. 

When the group arrived at the tail of Mandate Sough 
three members left the party after declaring their 
intention of exploring Mandate Mine only, including 

the far reaches of the mine. 

The remaining 15 members of the party entered 
Mandale Sough and explored it as far as the 
collapsed area. 

Back on the surface, the party walked up the Dale, 
past the remains of the aqueduct, crossed the River 
Lathkill and, after a bit of a scramble, reached the 
large entrance to a mine level. This level was about 
l OOft long and terminated at a grilled shaft which 
dropped down to Lathkill Sough. 

Our next port of call was Bateman's House (James 
Bateman being the agent to the Lathkill Dale Mining 
Co from 1836 until the closure of the mine in 1842). 
After a short climb down an electron ladder, the large 
impressive shaft in the house, which also drops 
directly onto the Lathkilldale Sough, was examined. 

The ruined Bateman' s House was, in the 1830's, the 
location of an ingenious precessing disc engine that 
used the 70 foot head of water from the leat which 
crossed the valley on the aqueduct and was 
discharged into the Lathkilldale Sough below the 
house. The disc engine converted the precessing 
movement into a rotary motion which then had to be 
converted to reciprocating motion to work the 
pumps in the sough. This convoluted process was 
very inefficient and was not adopted elsewhere. 



Back across the river, we proceeded up the Dale to 
the overgrown remains of a large waterwheel pit. 
We once more crossed the river to explore a mine 
level on Sideway Vein. We then followed the 
overgrown leat, the water channel for Mandale Mine, 
before crossing the river for the last time. 

Our limit of exploration in Lathkilldale was a short 
black marble? mine that was located just past the end 
of the wooded section of the dale. On the return 
back down the dale, two short black marble workings 
were explored. Both of these small mines had access 
grills fitted and both were in poor condition. Down 
the bank from these workings, and close to the main 
dale footpath, there was a fenced off shaft that had 
recently appeared. The shaft was about 20 feet deep 
and it was descended by two members of the party. 
A small passage led off from the foot of the shaft but 
it was not explored due to branches blocking the way 
on. 

The final objective of the day was the exploration of 
Mandale Mine. After examining the remains of the 
Mandate Mine Engine House, with it's excellent 
interpretative display sign in-situ, the party 
proceeded down the incline level. The easy part of 
the mine workings were explored and then the 
exploration continued past a flooded stope. The 
exploration was terminated at the next flooded stope 
and, retracing our steps up a short rope scramble, we 
soon reached the workings close to the entrance. 

After a brief exploration looking for the Aqueduct 
Level, we exited the mine via the Incline Level 
Paul Chandler 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1. "Cavedale/Peak Cavern, Castleton" 

''Whilst walking in Cavedale in the Castleton area 
earlier in the year, I came across something that I 
had not seen before. 

At the place where the dale closes in, just before the 
spring which flows from the lava outcrop on the west 
side of the path, I saw a newly dug out adit, 
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protected by a very secure steel gate. A pile of 
excavated material was piled on the other side of the 
path. 

Back home I posted a request for information about 
this adit to the Cave Newsgroup on the Internet. I 
got a reply from Derek (T pot) Stables. Derek 
advised me that the adit - shaft had been dug at the 
request of the Peak Cavern show cave guides as a 
means of providing better ventilation within the cave. 
An extractor fan has been installed in the adit with 
the objective of venting to the surface any radon gas 
which may be present in the show cave. The 
presence of this radon gas would pose a potential 
risk to the show cave guides to develop myeloid 
leukaemia. 

The shaft enters Peak Cavern half way along the 
streamway in the Five Arches. This location is 30 
metres horizontally and 7 5 metres deep from the adit 
entrance. 

The digging was mainly done by three persons over a 
period of three months. The diggers were supplied 
with sand, gravel, cement, steelwork and the fan etc 
by several other willing persons. The gate was 
manufactured locally and donated by a well known 
chemical company. The cable to the fan had to be 
fed from the show cave entrance through the Five 
Arches and hauled up to the top of the aven. 

I am advised that anyone contemplating using this 
entrance as a way into Peak Cavern should first 
reflect on the certainty of their being turned into 
mincemeat by the fan. 

As a post script, last January a party of cavers were 
trapped in this cave system when the cave entrance 
sumped. The cavers were not in any great danger 
due to the nature of the passages but a rescue party 
was able to reach them via this new entrance". 
David Arthur 

2. "Newsletter No 87" 

' 'May I draw your attention to the opening paragraph 
of Newsletter No 87 for July 1998. 



I quote - "This edition of the Newsletter is late being 
published as it was held back to enable it to be 
distributed with the enclosed copy of Mining 
history". 

Whilst I applaud the reason for holding it back - the 
postage saving would be an excellent way of saving 
Society money. However, with tongue in cheek, I 
ask" Where is my enclosed copy of Mining 
History". It certainly was NOT enclosed, all I 
received was some gaudy book jacket advertising 
some book or other. 
Diswuntled Qf Stapleford 

3. "Grid references in reports of Society Field 
Meetings" 

"Could I make a plea to all those who organise or 
write up reports of Field Meetings to include at least 
a Grid Reference for each site visited and details of 
any access arrangements for those of us who may 
want to visit these sites at a later date''. 
Steve Joyce 

WEBSITE ADDRESSES OF MINING SITES 

Steve Joyce asks " Has anyone compiled a list of 
useful website addresses/emails on mining sites, 
particularly in Wales? I am trying to set up a web 
page to cover the mines of mid & north Wales, 
basically to update the excellent books written by 
Bick etc in the 1960' s. Any pointers in the right 
direction would be appreciated. 

If anyone can help, please contact Steve Joyce, 224 
Queens Road, Leicester, LE2 3FT. Tel: 0116 
2709243 . Email: 106743.1013 @ Compuserve.com 

BOOK REVIEW 

"Wnea/ Jane Underground'' by A Buckley & Karla 
Riekstins. Penmellick Publications. Cost £3 . 50. 

News of the closure of Cornwall's last major tin 
mine, South Crofty, on March 7th 1998, signalled the 
end of some 3000 years of mining in the county. 
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This fact makes the publication of another book in 
the series of Cornish Mining Photographs "Wheal 
Jane Underground" all the more welcome. Wheal 
Jane closed in 1991 . 

Written by mining officials Alan Buckley and Karla 
Riekstins, it is illustrated by our own Paul Deakin' s 
excellent photographs (eight colour and 21 black and 
white - all bar two by Paul). It shows the vast 
workings as even those who worked there never saw 
them, thanks to revealing lighting plots - the workers 
only had cap lamps. 

The authors chronicle the story of the mine, its 
triumphs and troubles up to the end in 1991, but 
pride of place must go to the graphic and fascinating 
pictures. Sadly a number of the workers shown in 
the photographs are recorded as transferring to 
South Crofty when the mine closed, only to be 
overtaken by a similar event in March 1998, this time 
with nowhere else to go. 

Published at the sensible price of £3 .50, the book is 
highly recommended both as a valuable historical 
record and a fascinating visual experience 
Harry Parker. 

"The Peak District: Landscapes Through Time" by 
John Bamatt and Ken Smith. An English Heritage 
Book published by Batsford. 128pp, soft back. 
ISBN 07 7134 7529 3. Cost £15.99. 

The two archaeologists with the Peak Park have 
taken a new approach to their subject. They have 
put together a narrative view of how the landscape of 
the Peak District has been changed by human activi
ties over the millennia. Though preserved for 
posterity as a "natural" landscape, only a small part 
of the Peak Park can truly be said to be in its original 
state. 

The authors start with the Stone Age and proceed 
through the Iron Age to Roman and Mediaeval times, 
in each case outlining the surviving topographical 
features. They move into historic times with descrip
tions of the effects of building castles, churches and 
halls, with the subsequent growth of transport and 
service systems. 
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There has been no previous overview of landscape 
evolution for the Peak Park even though it is nearly 
50 years old. The authors are to be congratulated for 
letting us have this fine book. It is well illustrated 
with both colour and black & white photos; the 
oblique aerial views are especially impressive. There 
are numerous diagrams and sketch maps and it is in 
the latter that I have my chief criticism - the lettering 
is too small for comfortable reading on some maps, 
particularly in the maps' legends. 

Mining and exploitation of other raw materials is 
discussed where appropriate, with comments on the 
part played by lead mining in the local economy from 
pre-Roman times onwards. There is one chapter 
largely devoted to the later development of mineral 
extraction. 

This book is not a blow-by-blow account of a succes
sion of archaeological sites: it is a gathering together 
of the results of numerous digs into a useful and 
general account. 

There is a four page survey of places to visit and a 
brief guide to the literature, including the PDMHS 
Bulletin. 
TD Ford 

"Industrial Archaeology; Principles and Practice" 
by Marilyn Palmer & Peter Neaverson. 1998, 
published by Routledge, 180pp, 60 photos, 59 line 
drawings, 8pp bibliography. ISBN 0 415 16626 8 
hardback; 0 415 16768 8 paperback. Cost £25.00 
(paperback). 

This book is the first text book on Industrial Archae
ology to reach the shelves. Perhaps intended as a 
support for a University course, it sets out to review 
the whole subject oflndustrial Archaeology. It is 
largely, but not entirely, confined to British 
examples, and these are discussed in such a way as to 
make the reader realise that there is a wealth of 
industrial history to be found on the ground, often 
beneath the foundations of later buildings, and in 
archive collections. Both sources of information 
must be used to obtain a full story. 
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The book goes beyond industry and looks at social 
environments, housing, transport and other services. 
Most aspects of industry are considered from textile 
and flour milling, pottery kilns, furnaces, steam 
engines, to mining and ore-processing. Mining is 
exemplified by a full discussion of the Bassett Mines 
and Stamps in Cornwall, but there are other scattered 
references to mining, including the Magpie Mine. 
Some of the sixty black and white photographs are a 
bit on the muddy side but the line drawings are a 
delight, many being clear perspective drawings of 
buildings and machinery. 

Whilst the book provides a good overview of the 
relics, and their significance, of the industrial revolu
tion, it does not give a site by site analysis and one 
must look elsewhere for that. A good bibliography is 
included. 

The book is recommended for serious newcomers to 
the field and it provides a good background of what 
is going on beside any specialism of the reader. 
TD Ford 

"Geology Explained in the Peak District" by Prof F 
Wolverson Cope. Scarthin Books, ISBN 0 907758 
98 3. Cost £9.95. 

This title was first published by David & Charles in 
1976. This edition is a revision by ProfWolverson 
Cope of the original script and more people can now 
enjoy the delights of the varied geology and 
landscapes of the Peak District. There are no 
photographs but the book is illustrated by Prof 
Wolverson Cope' s original field sketches, all of 
which complement the text in a very constructive 
manner. 

This is not so much a guide book, more of a guided 
tour of the Peak District and its geological terms. 
Down to Earth 

VIDEO REVIEW 

''Manx Mines and Minerals - The Story of Mining in 
the Isle o[Man" by Charles Guard. 



Duke Video, PO Box 46, Douglas, Isle of Man, 
IM99 lDD. Tel: 01624-623634 (orders by credit 
card taken) 
1998. 64 minute video. Cost:- VHS Format -
£14.99 (inc P&P); NTSC Format - £16.99 

If you have any interest in motor sport and have ever 
bought a video, then you are bound to have heard of 
Duke Video. As Duke are based in the Isle of Man, 
they are interested in promoting the tourist potential 
of the Island. This video is one of five, aimed at the 
tourist market. 

Charles presents an interesting historical overview of 
the history of mining in the island. A significant 
proportion of the total output of metal ores for the 
whole of the UK came from the Isle of Man and the 
video shows scenes from two of the three main 
mining areas. Mining was a major employer of island
ers with the mine owners getting rich and the miners 
working for a pittance (no pun intended!); mining 
remains can be seen in many locations on the island. 

Inevitably a large proportion is about the Laxey 
Wheel, the largest waterwheel in the world; there are 
some intriguing mysteries about the design and 
construction of the wheel. The wheel was installed in 
1854 and was state of the art in its time; it operated 
for 75 years until the mine closed down. Also Charles 
talks at some length about the !eat systems needed to 
feed water to the wheel, some of which are seven 
miles long. 

The video shows quite a lot of black & white photos 
depicting old mining scenes on the surface, but sadly 
no old 'movie' footage in the whole video. The under
ground part of the video is good showing a lot of 
interesting remains, but if you are expecting much of 
it you may be disappointed (there is less than 8 
minutes in the total running time of 64 minutes) . 
There is a good description with graphics of the 
operation of a man-engine. f A man-engine is a 
mechanical /{fl.for raising or lowering miners in a 

deep shqft {1-IOOfeet in the Laxey Mine). This C?f 
course saved the miners a lot of time and energy on 
their way to the worldngface}. 
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The inside of the video sleeve has a copy of a 1919 
cross-section of the Great Laxey Mine which in itself 
is very interesting as it has so much detail on it. All 
things considered, this video is recommended to 
those with an interest in mining. 

There is a competition in the caver's magazine 
Descent (available from the Editor Chris Howes 
01222-48655) with five copies of the video as prizes. 
Roger Gosling 

FOR SALE 

Seven volumes of "Transactions of the North of 
England Institute C?f Mining Engineers 1876-86" 
plus "General Index Vol I-XXV 1852-76". 

These publications are in good condition and are all 
bound with leather spines and marbled boards. They 
are very scarce. 

Sensible offers please to John Robey, Matherfield 
House, Church Lane, Mayfield, Ashbourne, Derbys, 
DE6 2JR. Tel: 01335 344472. 

FUTURE NAMHO CONFERENCES 

1. NAMHO '99 Conference 

The next NAMHO Conference will be held in the 
Royal Forest of Dean on 24 September to 27 
September 1999 and the hosts will be Royal F crest 
of Dean Caving club, Hades Caving Club, Gloucester 
Speleological Society and Clearwell Caves. The 
Conference will be based at Whitemead Park at 
Parkend near Lydney. Chalet accommodation, as 
well as camping and caravaning, will be available. 

The theme of the Conference will be "Free Mining 
and the Mines of the Forest of Dean and Other 
Traditional British Mining Rights and Areas" . There 
is a request for speakers to talk on '1raditional 
mining" subjects. 

For further information please contact John Hine, 
The Cottage, 2 Cullis Lane, Coleford, Gloucester. 



Tel:- 01594 833217. It is anticipated that booking 
forms and programmes will be available in December 
1998. 

2. NAMHO 2000 International Conference 

It hoped that a special International Conference will 
be held in the year 2000 to celebrate the new 
millennium. No details have been finalised but Cam 
Brea Mining Society are studying the feasibility of 
holding this conference in Cornwall during July 2000. 

BRITISH MINES AND QUARRIES - 1998 

The current edition of the British Geological 
Survey's Directory of Mines and Quarries lists 119 

mines at work in 1998. Some 19 different minerals 
were being mined but only 4 mines were being 
worked for metalliferous ores. 

The minerals extracted and the number of mines are 
shown below. 

No of 
Mineral underground 

workings 
Anhydrite I mine 
Ball Clay 5 mines 
Barytes 2 mines 
Calcite I mine 
Coal 75 mines 
Fireclay 1 mine 
Fluorspar 4 mines 
Gold 3 mines 
Gypsum 6 mines 
Honestones 2 mines 
Igneous/metamorphic 

rock 1 mine 
Iron ore (haematite) I mine 
Iron ore (ochre) 3 mines 
Limestone 5 mines 
Potash I mine 
Salt 3 mines 
Silica sand 1 mine 
Slate 3 mines 
Tin I mine 
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The number of underground employees was:-
Coal mines 75 13,581 * employees 
Metal mines 4 247 " 
Misc mines 44 843 " 

* Includes surface workers at underground coal 
mm es. 

Location of the mines 

1. Anhydrite is mined as well as Gypsum at 
Newbiggin Mine near Appleby, Cumbria. 

2. The active ball clay mines are near Newton Abbot 
in Devon and at Wareham in Dorset. 

3. Barytes is mined at Silverband Mine near Appleby 
and at Foss mine near Aberfeldy, Perth & Kinross. 

4. Calcite is mined at Arbor Low Mine near 

Middleton, Derbyshire. 

5. Fireclay is mined at Shibden No 1 Mine , Halifax. 
Yorkshire. 

6. Fluorspar is mined at Frazer' s Grove Mine near 
Rookhope, County Durham; in Derbyshire at 
Chance Mine near Castleton, Milldam Mine at Great 
Hucklow and Watersaw Mine at Eyam. 

7. Gold mining is carried out at Clogau-St Davids 
Gold Mine and Gwynfynydd Gold Mine, Dolgellau, 
(Wales): and Cononish Mine near Tyndrum 
(Scotland). 

8. Gypsum mines are near Appleby: Barrow on 
Soar, Leicestershire: East Leake. Nottinghamshire: 
Fauld. Staffordshire: and at Brightling Robertsbridge. 
East Sussex. 

9. Honestones are mined at Quilkiestone and 
Sundrum Mines near Stair. South Ayrshire. 

I 0. Precambrian igneous or metamorphic rock is 
worked at the Sullom Mine. Shetland Isles. 

I I. Haematite is worked at Florence Mine. 
Egremont. Cumbria . . for "annealing ore. pigment. and 
mineral specimens". 



12. Small amounts of ochre for pigment are mined at 

Clearwell Mine and at Wigpool Mine in the Forest of 

Dean. 

13 . Limestone is quarried underground for dimension 

stone at Hayes Wood mine, Bath; Monks Park 

Mine, Corsham; Teffont/Chilmark and Westwood 

Mines near Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire. The 

Middleton Mine near Wirksworth, Derbyshire, is 
worked for chemical/industrial limestone. 

14. Potash is mined at Boulby Mine near Lofthouse, 

Redcar & Cleveland. 

15. Rock salt is mined at Boulby Mine; Winsford 

(Meadowbank) Mine, Cheshire and at Carrickfergus, 
Antrim, Northern Ireland. 

16. Silica sand is mined at Lochaline Mine, Highland 
Region, Scotland. 

17. Slate is quarried underground at Aberlleffinni 
Mine near Machynlleth, Gloddfa Ganol and 
Llechwedd Slate Mines near Blaenau Ffestiniog, 
Gwynedd. 

18. South Crofty, Cambome, Cornwall . 

Please note that this list is already out of date, 

particularly with the recent closure of South Crofty. 
With the ever changing mining scene in the UK it is 

virtually impossible to publish an up to date list of 
active mines. 
Paul Sowan 

BUILDINGS AT RISK 

English Heritage have announced "A New Strategy", 

a list by County of all buildings which are in a state 
of disrepair. It is designed to attract attention to 

them, and get something done. The list ranges from 

buildings in immediate risk of further deterioration to 

those in which repair is in progress and a new use 

identified. Two buildings in Derbyshire have mining 
connections, the remains at ·watts Shaft at the 

Millclose Mine at Darley Dale, at which the areas 

adjacent to the obvious engine house remains are 
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particularly deteriorating, and Pleasley Pit. Here the 

Friends of Pleasley Pit, a supported project of 
PDMHS to which a £ 1000 grant was given some two 
years ago to help start the Friends up, are specifically 

identified - the only instance in the book of acknowl
edging a voluntary group's efforts. Here the 

emergency repairs are now almost completed thanks 
to English Partnerships who still technically own the 

building, and preliminary talks are being held to begin 
the implementation of a scheme for the site involving 

an expenditure ofa couple of million pounds or so 

over the next few years - cross fingers! 

A photograph by Boris Baggs of Pleasley Pit for 
English Heritage forms the two page centre fold of 

the book and is certainly one of the most impressive 
mine-surface pictures ever taken. 

Lynn Willies 

SHADES OF THE MAGPIE SOUGH TAIL 
COLLAPSE? 

The European Federation of Geologists believes that 
incorporating geology in land use planning could 

have averted the recent disaster in Campania (Italy). 
The mud slides in the Sarno Valley on 5 May 1998 

were responsible for 250 deaths. The slides were 
encouraged by the fact that an old and efficient 17th 

century hydraulic system of drainage had been closed 

and landscaped. Buildings had then been erected on 

the hazardous land. (Abstract from press release) 
TD Ford 

GEMSTONE MINING ETC 

An exhibition entitled "Island of Gems" concerning 

the gem history of Sri Lanka wil be held on 29 - 31 
October 1998 at Leigh Place, Baldwin's Gardens. 

London ECIN 2AB. The exhibition aims to publi

cise the country' s important gem industry. 

Further information from Dr D H Arinartna, c/o Sri 

Lanka Gems, PO Box 1837, Tottenham, London, 
N17 9BW. Tel/fax:-(0181) 808 4746. 

TD Ford 
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PROSPECTING FROM SPACE 

Geologists from the British Geological Survey are 
working with an Australian team to develop a system 

using sensors on aircraft and satallites to rapidly map 

and detect minerals in large unexplored areas. 

The system works by scanning and analysing sunlight 
reflected from earth. Subtle variations in soil, which 

could indicate the presense of minerals, can be 
identified. 

Jain Butler 

FRIENDS OF WILLIAMSON'S TUNNELS 

The Friends of Williamson's Tunnels was set up in 

1996 to save the extensive system of tunnels that had 

been driven under Liverpool between 1805 and 1840. 

The driving of these tunnels was funded by Joseph 
Williamson, to provide work for the unemployed. In 

later years most of the tunnels were filled with 
domestic rubbish. 

The Friend' s of Williamson's Tunnels group has 

begun a new dig on the site of some derelict 
tenement flats. They are confident that they will find 

a part of the Joseph Williamson tunnels that have not 
been seen since the flats were built in the 1930' s. 
Records show that there were six layers of tunnels 

stacked on top of each other, forming one of the the 

more intricate parts of the labyrinth built by the 
eccentric 18th century "Mole of Edge Hill". 

With the co-operation of a sympathetic architect, a 
few of the 370 Friends have made some preparatory 
excavations, coming across signs of a number of 

interesting brick structures not far below ground 
surface. A few administrative hurdles need to be 
overcome before they begin the dig proper. News is 

available the Friends of Williamson's Tunnel web site 
at:-
http: // ourworld. compuserve. com/homepages/bill _do 
uglas 

NAMHO Newsletter 

WORLD WIDE MINING INCIDENTS 
(Abstracts from Mining Journal) 

l . At least 59 coal miners were killed in a methane 

gas explosion at Zyryanovskaya Colliery in the 

Kusbass Region of southern Siberia. The gas 
explosion was followed by a powerful coal dust 

explosion. 

2. About 100 miners died when floods covered their 

primitive single-shaft workings for tanzanite at 
Merelani near Moshe, N Tanzania. About 17 shafts. 
up to 90m deep were hit by flash flooding. It is 

unlikely that the precise number of deaths will ever 
be known. 

3. 63 Miners were killed by a gas explosion at 

Shockinsky Colliery and a further 5 miners were 

killed in a similar explosion at Petrousky Colliery. 

Both of these collieries are near Donetsk City, 
Ukraine. 

4. A German coal mining company has agreed to 
pay Celtic Mining (Wales) up to 10 million dollars in 
compensation for dumping subsidised anthracite in 

the UK. They have also agreed to stop dumping and 

to permit Celtic to compete in Germany. 

5. An explosion, followed by a cave-in killed 14 

miners at Dyjiang Colliery in Schuan Province. 
China. 

1 J Brmm 

EXPLOSIONS AT RJB .MINE 

Two explosions occurred in a sealed off part of 

Prince of Wales Colliery. near Pontefract on 3 April 

1998. The explosions followed a mini tornado in the 
area. It is believed that the extremelv low 

atmospheric pressure. associated with the freak 
weather. together with the lack of , ·entilation in the 

sealed off area. resulted in the escape of high leYels 
of methane. 

No miners were injured in these explosions. 
I .1 Hro\1'11 



PDMHS MEMBERS TAKE TO THE HILLS 

1998 has seen a number of PDMHS members 
partaking in long distance footpath walks. 

Earlier in the year Meets Co-ordinator Paul Chandler 
completed the Offa' s Dyke Path walk from Prestatyn 
in North Wales to Chepstow on the Severn Estuary. 
Paul took 14 days to complete this 180 mile walk and 
walked by himself on 9 days. He had a companion 
for the other 5 days. 

Now that time has passed by and Paul has forgotten 
the pain, he has decided to do another long distance 
walk. Next May he is going to walk the Coast to 
Coast route from the west coast of Cumbria to the 
east coast south of Newcastle. Anyone who is 
interested in joining Paul on this walk, either for the 
complete walk or just for part of it, should contact 
him as soon as possible. 

At the end of July/early August three of our more 
mature stalwarts completed the 270 mile Pennine 
Way walk from Edale in Derbyshire to Kirk Yetholm 

which is just over the Scottish Border near Kelso . 
Andy Gillings, one of participants, has penned his 
thoughts on the walk. They are as follows. 

"Many members had to endure a heat wave at the 
beginning of August: three PDMHS members 
endured the cold and wet of the Pennine Way. 

We, (Norman Birkett, Dave Warriner and Andy 
Gillings), spread the walk over 3 weeks, giving an 
average walking distance of 14 miles per day. The 
weather was promising as we left Edale, but whilst 
the southern part of the country basked in glorious 

sunshine we, generally had dull and overcast weather 
to contend with, including three days of torrential 
downpours! We could write a book about Youth 
Hostel drying rooms and their effectiveness. Our 
memories will be of those wet days and endless 
soggy peat bogs. At least we did not suffer from 
heat exhaustion from too much sun! 

We were given a send off from Edale by a group of 
other PDHMS members. Harry Parker not only 
recorded our departure on film for posterity, but he 
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also sustained us with biscuits, sweets and flasks of 
tea and coffee - all of which were very welcome. 

From 1 to r Norman Birkett, Andy Gillings 
and David Warriner at Edale ready for the 
off for their hike up the Pennine Way 

Photo by H M Parker 

Thanks must also go out to those members we met 
en route at Horton-in-Ribblesdale and at Alston and 
who gave us encouragement to press on with the 

walk. Finally thanks to John Peel for collecting us 
from Kirk Y etholm and returning us to Derbyshire. 

Would we do it again? Not just yet. We took on the 
challenge of the Pennine Way and proved that we 
could do it. There are plenty of places on the route 
which we did not have time to stop and see, or could 
not see because of rain, fog and/or low cloud. 



These places deserve a visit when we have a bit 
more time and the weather is better. 

To anyone thinking about walking the Pennine Way 
for the first time - yes, go ahead and do it". 

CHA TIERLEY WHITFIELD AS A HERITAGE 
CENTRE? 

The former Chatterley Whitfield Mining Museum 
could be opened up as a Heritage Centre if plans 
being formulated to restore the buildings on site go 
ahead. 

The museum closed in 1993 and the site is owned by 
Stoke on Trent City Council. Most of the mining 
equipment and artefacts were sold off following the 
closure. 

The Victorian colliery buildings are becoming 
dilapidated as a result of lack of maintenance since 
the closure of the museum. English Heritage, the 
body responsible for the protection of the buildings, 
believe that they are at " risk". 

A proposal to include the site in a bid for National 
Lottery funding is currently being formulated by the 
responsible parties. If the bid is successful and the 
buildings are refurbished, the site could be opened up 
as a Heritage Centre. 
Down lo Earth 

l\1EDIA COVERAGE RELATING TO MINING 
&ENERGY 

1. Dounreay claims 
a. Enough uranium to make a dozen atomic 

bombs is missing from Dounreay nuclear plant. 
(Express) 

b. The Dounreay nuclear complex is trying 
to explain why a large quantity of highly-enriched 
uranium, which it admits is unaccounted for, never 
really existed. (FT) 
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2. Pit battle 
Richard Budge believes that he is winning the battle 
for the survival of Britain's coal industry. (Ind) 

3. Coal appeal 
RJB is to appeal to the European Court over huge 
subsidies paid to German coal producers. (Ind on 
Sun) 

4. Coal for Scotland 
The prospects for the UK deep-mine coal industry 
has improved as Scottish Power announced contracts 
to purchase £400m of coal from Scottish Coal. (FT) 

5. Coal mining dispute 
The government is facing a backlash against its 
attempts to preserve most of Britain's remaining 
deep mine coal industry. It is being confronted by 
groups, including the CBI and consumer 
representatives, who argue that interference will 
leave electricity prices artificially high. (S Times) 
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rEAK 1,USTRICI Mll"!ES HISTQBICAL SOCIEn'. LTD 
Acoowits to b.: pre&c!llted at the AGM 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the year ended BALANCE SHEET as at 30th June 1998 
30th June 1998 

1998 1997 im. 1221 
INCQME 

Subscnptions 6,792 5,308 

Sale of Publications 1,499 2,485 FIXED ASSETS as per Schedule 2,411 2,916 

Building Society Interest Gross 1,452 808 .. 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Donations and Miscellaneous Income 29 372 
7,769 7,472 Stock of Publications 

Annual DiMer Surplus 56 30 
240 4,500 

Magpie Cottage Operating Surplus 397 451 
Sundry Debtors 

Cash at Bank 1,731 9,751 
NAHM0'97 Conference Surplus 1,859 . 

53,484 40,032 Nationwide Building Society 
Temple Mine Share of Profits !Tom PDMM 8 000 8,500 

Cish in Hand 133 131 
20,084 17,951! 

~357 61,886 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

EXPENDIIl.lBf Sundry Creditors 11,514 1,344 

Insurance 2,175 3,175 NAMHO Conference • Net Receipts in Advance . ~ . 
Magpie Cottage Refurbishment 1,644 11 ,514 6,976 

Temple Mine Costs .• . 89 2,108 

Magpie Site Expenses · 763 

· Crich Minmg Display Deficit 
, 

535 203 

Society Project Costs 46 1,432 NET CURRENT ASSETS 51,843 54,910 .. 
'° ' NET ASSETS £ 54,254 £ 57,826 r-i 

Library Expenses 27 29 

Miscellaneous, Travel and Administrative Expenses 99 182 CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
; 

Peak Award 25 25 Capital Reserve 1,361 1,361 

. Printmg and StatiOnery 138 173 Peak Mine Award 200 200 

Postage 829 1,356 Capital Account as at 30th June 1997 9,581 

Contribution to Generator Fund 500 Add: Mllgpie Project Refund from PDMM 2,742 12,323 9,581 

Architects Fees re Temple Mine : 2,937 

Donation to Museum Temple Development Fund 4,500 Revenue Account as at 30th June 1997 46,684 

Donations 99 Less( Deficiency) for Year ~6,314~ 40,370 46,684 

VAT Owed to Museum 11,232 £ 54,254 £ 57.826 

'Accountancy 282 235 

Cost of Newsletters 696 1,007 FIXED ASSETS as at 30th June 1998 

Cost of Mining History 3,649 \081 

Cost of Other Publications 739 554 Im .im 
Deprec1at1on Generator and Trailer 425 515 

26,J98 21.156 Freehold Land at Temple Site at cost 3,134 
(DEFICIENCY) FOR THE Yl'AR £ (6 .. l 14) { (.l .202) Less. Writton off to Capital Account (3,133~ 

Generator and Trailer at cost 4,530 

Less Generator Renewal Fund i!...!!Q1 
11-. 

3,350 

Less Depreciation (940) 2,410 2,915 


