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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

18 April U/ground meet - Matlock Bath Page4 
Page4 2 May U/ground meet - Staffordshire 

12-13 June PDMHS 40th Anniversary- Monyash Page 2 
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7 June U/ground meet - Darley Dale 
11-12 September U/ground meet - N Wales 
24-27 Sept NAMHO Conference - Forest of Dean 
October S Coast & Overseas Meet 
20November AGM and Annual Dinner 
21 November U/ground meet - Derbyshire 
14-18 July 2000 InterNAMHO Conference - Cornwall 

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT 
"Whilst the report of the 1998 AGM that was 

published in the January 1999 Newsletter is a correct 
record of the meeting, representation to the Society's 
Officers requires an amendment to the reply to the 
second question asked by Mr Gillings. In fact both 
the immediate past and previous Treasurers 
recovered moneys under the Covenanted 
Subscription/Gift Aid schemes as detailed in the 
1988 and 1997 and 1998 annual accounts" 
Evelyn Dixon - Chairman 

DIRECTOR'S CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Chairman Mrs E Dixon, 21 Marlborough 

Drive, Belper, Derbys, DE56 ILB 
Ordinary 

member D J Clucas, PO Box 31 , 
Chapel en le Frith, High Peak, 
SK23 9FE 
Tel:- 01298 813749. 
E Mail: dclucas@yahoo.com 

NAMHONOTES 
1. NAMHO '99 Conference 

The NAMHO ' 99 Conference will be held in the 
Forest of Dean on 24 September to 27 September 
1999. The hosts will be a consortium of member 
organisations who are based in the Forest of Dean. 
The Conference will be based at Whitemead Park at 
Parkend near Lydney. Chalet accommodation, as 

well as camping and caravaning. will be available. 
The theme of the Conference will be "Free 

Mining and the Mines of the Forest of Dean and 
Other Traditional British Mining Rights and Areas". 

Full details and a booking form are available 
(A4 SAE) from John Hine, The Cottage, 2 Cullis 
Lane, Coleford, Gloucester, GL16 7QF. Tel :- 01594 
833217. 

2. INTERnational NAMHO 2000 
It has been confirmed that the first International 

NAMHO Conference will be held in 2000 and will be 
hosted in Cornwall by Cam Brea Mining Society and 
Cambome School of Mines. This will be the 21st 
NAMHO Annual National Event and will be held on 
14-18 July 2000. The conference will be based in 
Truro and the theme will be "Acquire, Record and 
Display". 

Full details of this conference have yet to be 
confirmed but anyone requiring further information 
should contact Lawrence Holmes, Rivergarth, Bar 
Meadows, Malpas, Truro, Cornwall, TRI ISS. Tel :-
01872 278234. 
Email:- NAMHO@csm.ex.ac.uk 

ANNUAL DINNER 1999 
The Thirty Ninth Annual Dinner of the Society 

will be held on 20 November 1999 at the Jackson Tor 
House, Matlock. Full details will be given in a future 
edition of the Newsletter. 
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PDMHS 4lJTH ANNIYERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

Sat/Sun 12-13 June 1999 at Monyash Village Hall 

SATURDAY PROGRAMME 

10.00 
10.05 
10. LO 
10.45 

l l.05 
11.40 
12.15 
12.50 
2.20 
2.55 
3.15 
3.50 
4.25 

Welcoming introduction. The Chairman, 
Formation of Society. Founding Member, 
The Geological Scene in Derbyshire. 
Tea/coffee break. 

THE SEVEN AGES OF DERBYSHIRE MINING. 
Pre-Roman and Roman Mining 
Mediaeval Mining and smelting. 
J 7th Century mining and technology. 
Lunch 
18th and 19th Century mining. 
Tea break 
20th century mining; Millclose Mine. 
Spar mining and other minerals. 
Concluding remarks and close of meeting. 

Mrs Evelyn Dixon 
Dr J H Rieuwerts 
DrT D Ford 

Dr J Bamatt 
Dr D Kiernan. 
Dr J H Rieuwerts . 

Dr L Willies 

Mr J K Gregory 
MrNHardy 

7.00 Start of pie and pea supper, including informal slide show of PDMHS members and 
activities, presented by Harry Parker. 

A bar will be available at lunch time and after 5pm on Saturday. Sandwiches may be ordered for 
Saturday lunch. 

SUNDAY PROGRAMME 

Start from Monyash Village Hall at 9am 

Underground visits:-
Hillocks Mine, Knotlow (if accessible), Ashford Black Marble, Holme Bank Chert Mine. 

Surface Walk: -
The Mines of Lathkill Dale. Leader - Dr Rieuwerts 

The numbers on some mine trips are limited. Places will be allocated on Saturday. 

Monyash Village Hall has attendance restrictions so book early to avoid disappointment, The cost 
of the celebration programme is £8 per head for the weekend, including pie and pea supper. Postal 
bookings only, to Alan Mutter, 72 Wolds Rise, Matlock, Derbyshire. DE4 3HJ. 

Accommodation will be available at Magpie Mine Field Centre on application to the Cottage 
Warden, Mavis Luff, The Copp ins, Wash Lane, Ravenstone, Leics. LE7 2AZ. Tel :- 01530 
810905. 
Bed and breakfast accommodation and limited camping facilities are available in Monyash or the 
vicinity. Details from Tourist Information Centre, Crown Square, Matlock. 
Tel :- 01 629 5833 88. 
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OBITUARIES 
Tony Dixon 

It is with regret that we have to report the death 
of Tony Dixon, husband of our Chairman, Evelyn 
Dixon. Tony, who was 74 years of age, passed away 
after a short illness. 

Tony was born in Coventry and worked at 
Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft Ltd where he 
completed his apprenticeship by working during the 
day and attending evening classes. Following 
completion of this apprenticeship he was made a 
Freeman of the City of Coventry. 

He moved to Rolls Royce in 1965, first working 
at Hucknall before moving to Derby. Whilst at Rolls 
Royce he worked on engine installations, mainly 
fitting RB2- l l engines to the Airbus. His work took 
him to Belfast, America and into Europe. 

He was a member of PDMHS but fell into the 
category of a "not very active member" due to his 
dislike of going underground. His engineering 
expertise manifested itself for the Society by his 
detailed article on "The Workings of the Wills 
Founder Engine" for the Bulletin. He also produced 
numerous archival/working drawings for the Society. 

Tony was interested in the local history of 
Belper and was a Trustee of Matthew Smith 
Almshouse Charity. 

He leaves a widow, Evelyn, and a daughter, 
Kate, and will be sadly missed. 
Robin Hall 

Peter B Smith 
A building site accident last November has 

robbed the caving world of one of its most colourful 
members. PB (as he was universally known) had 
been a member of the Society for some 30 years. He 
was also a controller of the Derbyshire Cave Rescue 
Organisation for much the same period, indeed 
several generations of Derbyshire cavers and miners 
will have known PB all their caving lives. 

Whilst he was principally a caver, his major 
contribution to the Society was his role in the 
preservation of the records collected by Eli Simpson 
of the British Speleological Association during and 
after the last war. Many plans and documents had 
been collected by the BSA but these had been left 
abandoned in their old premises. PB took these in 
hand, collated and preserved them, so that they are 
now available to all mining historians. They are 
particularly rich in plans of Eyam Edge and Odin 
Mine, Castleton. He also nurtured the caving library 
at the Chapel Works of the TSG at Castleton. 

He was also well known in other areas of the 
country - the Mendips and the Yorkshire Dales in 
particular - through his work for the BSA and its 
successor the British Cave Research Association . PB 
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had contacts throughout the country, and always 
knew a "geezer" somewhere. 

More recently he was engaged in contract work 
for several show-caves, such as the Blue John 
Cavern, where he was using mining techniques to 
improve the ventilation in natural caves . He was still 
an active caver and was engaged in a long-term 
project at Dowel Dale and had recently given DCRO 
a demonstration of digging techniques and the uses of 
low power explosives. 

PB was such an individualistic and forceful 
character that all who met him remembered him. 
Whether it was intern1inable stories involving "this 
geezer I used to know", visits to the cheapest lndian 
cafes, dubious deals done in pubs, or the scrounging 
of beer, his life was lived with gusto and the caving 
world will be a less interesting place without him. His 
funeral was the largest meeting of cavers for many a 
year, and a great deal of beer was drunk in his 
remembrance. 
Brian Woodall and Dave Williams 

PDMHS COUNCIL REPORT 
Summary of Council Meeting of 5 February 1999 

The first full meeting of 1999 was particularly 
well attended. 

A suggestion from one of our Honorary 
Members, who is also a Juryman of the Barmote 
Court, that the Millennium should be commemorated 
with either a plaque or a medal was discussed. The 
Barmote Court was of the opinion that PDMHS was 
best able to implement the idea. Although several 
medals had been produced before, the person who 
produced the dies was no longer able to carry out the 
work. This, together with conflict over the exact date 
of a new Millennium, the reluctance of anyone 
present to take on this project, and lack of volunteers, 
resulted in a resolution not to proceed. 

Jn the absence of Alan Mutter, Andy Gillings 
gave a presentation on the Peak District Mining 
Museum, past, present and possible future. The 
tripartite agreement with PDMHS and the two local 
authorities has reached the end of its life and 
decisions must be made and put into practice. The 
two main options for a reformed museum were 
outlined and discussed. Both options involved a new 
trading company to carry out the non-core business 
such as bargain books and refreshments. Profits 
from this new trading company would be covenanted 
to PDMHS. The only difference in the options was 
whether the Society would operate the Museum 
directly or the Museum would become a separate 
entity. 

It was proposed by Dave Clucas that "The Peak 
District Mining Museum should become part of the 



Peak District Mines Historical Society Limited and a 
separate trading company be established to covenant 
money to the Society". The proposal was seconded 
by Mike Luff and all Directors present voted in 
favour. 

After many years as project leader at Crich, Iain 
Butler has now retired from the position, although he 
is still one of the team. Paul Smith, our Membership 
Secretary, has become leader. 

Andy Gillings spoke to the meeting of the 
electrical requirements at Magpie Mine. 111e current 
generator was second hand when installed 8 years 
ago. 111e starting batteries are past their best and the 
engine is ready for a major overhaul, although the 
alternator appears to be in good condition. Andy 
made the point that the equipment may last several 
more years or it could fail soon: whichever is the 
case, plans should be made for its replacement. 
Agreement was reached that the best system would 
be to provide mains electricity but that would cost 
many thousands of pounds . Approaches will be made 
to Chatsworth Estates for an extension of the lease, 
(which has five years left to run), before an 
application is made for a grant to fund the provision 
of mains electricity from the National Lottery. 

Ivor Brown reported that the BE 11508 dragline 
"Oddball" at St. Aidans opencast site near Leeds had 
recently "walked" to its final resting place by the 
clever application of various power supplies. The 
coal under its fom1er site is now available for 
extraction and the dragline will be preserved. 
Keith Gregory, Hon Secretary 

THE ASHOVER SPAR PLANT 
111e Directors of the Society, together with 

several co-opted individuals, gathered at the Peak 
District Mining Museum on 10th January 1999 to 
determine the future of the Ashover Spar Plant. 

In 1986 the Society purchased the spar washing 
plant situated at White Hillocks, Ashover; only the 
plant was purchased, not the building. The jigs were 
from Mill Close Mine and the whole washing plant is 
probably unique as an example of a small Derbyshire 
processing plant. 

After many years of benign neglect of the 
matter, Alan Mutter had sought a new site for the 
equipment. Various locations had been considered 
but. for various reasons, none were suitable. A letter 
from the former owner's solicitors had been received 
in 1998 asking for the washer to be moved as soon as 
possible but with no time constraints. A second letter 
in December gave a deadline of March 1999. Having 
ruled out other possible sites, the only suitable one 
appeared to be at the Temple Road Car Park. Lynn 
Willies had discussed the problems with the Planning 
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and Conservation Officers of Derbyshire Dales 
District Council who stated that placing the mill at 
Temple Mine would need planning permission, which 
included Conservation Area Approval. Substantial 
grant aid would be required for the project. 

After some general discussion, Mike Luff 
proposed, and seconded by John Peel, that the 
Ashover plant be retained by the Society. All 
Directors present were in favour of the proposal. It 
was also agreed that for staffing and visitor n!1mber 
reasons the best location was at Temple Mine. 

There was some concern about the total cost of 
the proposal to the Society. Lynn Willies was 
reluctant to place a figure on that aspect as it would 
have to be costed by a consultant but a working total 
was decided. The first move would be to appoint an 
architect and Lynn Willies proposed using the one 
who had drawn up the previous plans for Temple as 
he had all the levels to hand. 

The two garages still in their original locations 
could be moved pending planning pem1ission for the 
new plant base. This job would need to be done 
regardless of what happened about the mill . 

Keith Gregory proposed that the project be 
allowed an initial sum of £3,000 with the need to 
return to the Directors if or when more monies were 
needed. He was seconded by Mike Luff. All 
Directors present were in favour. 

The project subcommittee will consist of the 
existing Temple subcommittee (A. Mutter, L. 
Willies, D. Gough and R. Hall) plus J Peel and T 
Worthington 
Keith Gregory 

SOCIETY MEETS 
1. GREAT MASSON CAVERN.MATLOCK 
BATH 

Sunday 18 April 1999 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

There are no ladder/SRT pitches in this easy to 
moderate oversuit trip. There will be an optional 
moderate section which has a flat out crawl plus a 
1 Oft rope assisted climb. Great Masson is an 
extensive mined/natural cavern. 

The passages are both mined and natural and 
are mainly of walkable dimensions. 

For further information, please contact Paul 
Chandler, 12 Darwent Road, Tapton, Chesterfield, 
S4 l OUE. Tel:- 01246 220773 



2. KENT HILL GRAVEL MINE. A UDLEY I 
BEECH CA VE (MINE>. BEECH. STAFFS 

Sunday 2 May 1999 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 
Both mines are easy boiler suit trips without any 

ladder/rope work. 
Kent Hill Mine and Quarry contain an 

interesting and unusual set of gravel workings 
carved out of conglomerate beds. They are also 
unique in that pillar and stall mining techniques were 
used to extract much of the gravel. The workings 
provide an interesting comparison with those found in 
the Keuper Sandstone at Beech Cave. There is an 
article on both of these mines in the PDMHS Bulletin 
Vol 9 No 6 ( 1986) by Terry Middleton. 

Access to Kent Mine and Quarry is by 
permission of Severn Trent Water. 

For further information, please contact Paul 
Chandler. If a location map is required then please 
send a SAE. 

3. MILLCLOSE MINE - YATESTOOP 
SOUGH. DARLEY DALE. DERBYSHIRE 

MONDAY 7 June 1999 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 
This is a moderate grade oversuit trip with fixed 

ladders to descend to enter the sough. The water in 
the sough is 2-3 feet deep. No crawling is involved 
and the passage is of stooping/standing height 
throughout. The sough is exited at the tail at river 
level . 

Access to Yatestoop Sough is granted by H J 
Enthoven Ltd. 

For further information, please contact Paul 
Chandler. 

4. NORTH WALES MINES WEEKEND 

Saturday 1 1 - Sunday 12 September 1999 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Milwr Tunnel 
TI1is difficult grade oversuit trip involves a 

400ft fixed ladder climb down, and up on the exit. 
The passages are mainly of walking size and contain 
many artefacts. 

It is planned to have two groups on the trip, one 
of which will be a photographic group . The total 
number of PDMHS member places available is 4 
only. Access agreement stipulates that ALL persons 
going underground MUST have BCRA Public 
Liability Insurance Cover. 

PDMHS members do NOT have BCRA cover 
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and must make their own arrangements to obtain the 
specified insurance cover. Paul can give advice on 
this subject. 

Rhosydd Slate Mine. Blaenau Ffestiniog. 
There are no vertical pitches on this easy to 

moderate trip. Walking size passages . No limit to 
party size. 

For further information, please contact Paul 
Chandler, tel:- 01246 220773 

5. NORTHERN FRANCE/KENT/SURREY 
EXCURSION 

Saturday 23 -Tuesday 26 October 1999. Dates to 
be confirmed. 

Organiser:- Paul Chandler 

Provisional programme:-
Friday Travelling 
Saturday Surrey Mines 
Sunday Dover U/G sites 
Monday!fuesday Gun emplacements etc in 

Northern France 
Wednesday Travelling 

B&B accommodation will be used throughout 
and Eurotunnel will be used to cross the channel. 
The ferry will be available if required. 

Members/guests are welcome to attend all or 
part of the excursion. 

For further information, please contact Paul . 

6. DERBYSHIRE MINE 

Sunday 21 November l 999 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Details will be included in the next Newsletter 

THE FRENCH CONNECTION 
l. The Scene - Underground war sites in 

France 
Paul Chandler's proposed trip to see the gw1 

emplacements of WW 2 in the Calais area struck a 
chord with me. I have a long standing interest in 
WWI history and I have spent many happy days, 
combining this interest with my liking for matters 
subterranean, in the battlefields of F ranee and 
Belgium. Inevitably I have also seen many WW 2 
sites along the way. If one is prepared to interpret 
the word "mining" in its broadest and loosest sense, 
there are many readily accessible places that provide 
worthwhile underground visits and hence they may be 
of interest to PDMHS members . These range from 
simple gun emplacements to complex forts , 
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battlefield dugouts and mine tunnels to "V" weapon 
complexes and derelict ruins to high tech museums. 

Of the many sites near the coast, one of the most 
spectacular is the V3 site at Mimoyecques . Here the 
Germans used massed POW labour to excavate huge 
tunnels in the chalk hillside to install what is 
essentially an early version of the infamous Iraqi 
"supergun ", with 25 barrels, each 100 ft long, and 
intended to rain destruction on London by means of 
unstoppable 9 inch projectiles which would be 
accelerated to very high speeds by 10 synchronised 
explosions along the length of the barrel. The 
Germans attempted to hide this site but the local 
resistence and Allied intelligence services became 
aware that something major was under construction 
and it was destroyed by bombing before it could be 
used in anger. Today, a small fee admits the public 
to a small part of the massive tunnel complex with 
English commentary at various points along the 
route. 

Equally impressive, but very different, is La 
Coupole near St Omer. This is a huge concrete dome 
covermg extensive excavations. These workings 
were to house a V2 rocket production line, but the 
site was overrun by Allied forces before the rockets 
could be fired in anger. The site is much more 
developed than Mimoyecques and a "not so small" 
fee gains you the loan of a thermal vest and 
headphones for an English commentary. From the 
entrance you walk into the heart of the hill where lifts 
take you high up into the concrete dome. At this 
level there are two very high tech museums, one on 
the war and the other dealing with the history of 
rockets and space travel. Allow at least half a day 
for a visit to this site. 

Another V2 site can be found at Eperleques. 
This is above ground, bur nevertheless feels very 
subterranean. After a difficult start to the 
construction of the site due to the attentions of Allied 
bombers, a bright young Gennan Officer came up 
with a scheme for building it from the inside out - the 
massive concrete roof ( about 12 ft thick and 100 ft 
square) was first cast and the factory was constructed 
underneath by progressively jacking it up into the air! 
350 USAF one ton bombs eventually cramped its 
style in 1944, but its solidity means that it will 
remam much as it was built for a very long time to 
come, with plenty of dark comers to be explored. 

Further away from the coast one can visit the 
tunnels through which Canadian troops were brought 
to the front line at Vimy Ridge - the Vimy Memorial 
is one of the most poignant places you can ever visit. 
A little further south, at La Targette, there are mine 
tunnels to be explored if you can catch the guide in 
attendance (small fee) . On the Somme there are 
dugouts (mainly collapsed but still accessible) in 
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places like Mametz Wood, cellars used as field 
hospitals and catacombs under the cathedral and 
streets of Albert (small fee for excellent museum). 
There are also believed to be extensive underground 
workings in parts of the battleground that are not 
currently accessible. 

Inland there are many large forts, running from 
the Maginot Line down to Verdun. Some are still 
open for casual visits and exploration but many are 
currently undergoing major renovation work with a 
view to opening them as commercial ventures. My 
favourites are Fort Conde at Chivres Val near 
Soissons and Douamont and Vaux near Verdw1. The 
major complex of Fort Conde is beautifully cobbled 
with earth capped buildings, gun emplacements 
interlinked by a vast network of tunnels covering 
several acres and surrounded by a deep dry moat. 
Exploring it is like being in a real life game of 
Dungeons and Dragons, especially with workmen 
turning up in unexpected comers. In contrast, 
Douamont and Vaux are large reinforced concrete 
constructions that were mercilessly blasted during the 
battle of Verdun in 1916 when the German army 
tried to bleed France to death by attrition . They are 
both open for exploration and contain good museums 
near their entrances. Douamant was, in 1916, 
reputed to be the most powerful fortress 
in the world. 

Between Soissons and Verdun is the Chemin 
Des Dames and its Caveme du Dragon. This was 
used as an tmderground refuge in the Great War, but 
it is currently closed whilst a major new museum is 
being built at the entrance; it is well worth a visit 
when it reopens. In Verdun itself there is the Citadel, 
a major underground refuge carved out of rock 
containing over four miles of spacious, arched and 
brick lined tunnels. In 1916 up to l 0,000 troops 
were billeted here at any one time for rest and 
recuperation away from the noise and horrors of 
battle that was raging outside. Here they were 
deloused, fed and rested before returning to the fray. 
It was a complete community with bicycle powered 
generators, a bakery, printing press, hospital etc. To 
make things more pleasant for the occupants the 
doors were opened briefly every eight hours to 
change the air! Today one can visit many parts of 
the Citadel, including the spot where France's 
unknown soldier was selected from the dead gathered 
from several major French battlefields. If you plan to 
visit Verdw1, read Alistair Home's book "The Price 
of Glory" before you go. 

If I had to choose a favourite underground site 
from the French battlefields, there is one outstanding 
site. It is the Butte de Vauquois near Varennes in the 
Argonne, west of Verdun. I have been twice to this 
site and plan to return many more times. It is a small 



sandstone hill standing proud of the surrounding 
countryside and it was once topped by a quiet 
farming village. It was a high point of major 
strategic importance and so it was fiercely fought 
over throughout the Great War with German and 
French trenches separated by a few yards across the 
summit plateau. Twenty two large mines were 
detonated along the crest, blasting the village and half 
of the hill into obscurity. To set the mines and to 
house the troops and supplies, both sides tunnelled 
energetically until the remnants of the hill were a 
lattice work of passages, rooms, ammunition dumps, 
casualty stations, kitchens etc. Jn an area of just a 
few hundred square yards there are miles of tunnels, 
all hand picked in a very similar fashion to the 
Derbyshire coffin levels, but slightly more spacious. 
The tunnels run to a depth of over 90 yards and 
contain many artefacts left as they were when the war 
finished . There is no free underground access as the 
site is more hazardous and fragile than most. Access 
can be gained via the local historical society. They 
will provide a guide from amongst its members and 
the nominal fee charged is excellent value. You will 
need to be reasonably fluent in French to arrange a 
tour and it would be impolite not to have a fluent 
interpreter to pass on the knowledge and enthusiasm 
of your guide during the visit. 

The places that have been described are but a 
few of the many that can be visited. They illustrate 
the variety that is available to both the military 
historian and the interested rainy-day tripper. A 
word of warning though - these sites can become 
addictive. 
S Curr 

2. The Expedition - Kent and Northern France. 
September 1998 

The expedition started on a Friday at Dover 
Castle, and on a beautiful day the party gathered to 
explore the castle and to spend a short time viewing 
the ferry and hovercraft activity in the harbour 
below. 

Dover Castle encompasses a large area and has 
a number of areas of interest. These areas are Henry 
II 's Keep and Keep Yard, a Roman Lighthouse, a 
Saxon Church, Battlements Walk, Admiralty 
Look-out, Medieval Tunnels and Secret Wartime 
Tunnels. A full tour of the Castle was undertaken, 
including a lunch break in the Keep Yard Restaurant. 
Our final port of call on this tour of Dover Castle 
was the fascinating and once very secret extensive 
WW II wartime tunnels. The guided tour of the 
tunnels, which were hewn out of the "White Cliffs", 
lasted some 45 minutes . 

The party spent about 6 hours at the Castle and 
considered it to be good value for the money. 
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Our next stop was just outside St Margaret's at 
Cliffe where we examined the overgrown derelict 
remains of WW II buildings including magazines, 
site of Nol "Jane", plus other gun sites on the site 
which contained the English Cross-Channel guns. 

On Saturday there was an early start for the 
"crossing" of the Channel by Eurotunnel. This 
means of crossing to France is a quick, clean and you 
don't get seasick. 

Our first destination in France was the Atlantic 
Wall Museum at Haringzelles. It is located in one of 
the German gun emplacements which is known as the 
Batterie Toot. This museum contains over 3,000 
items of military memorabilia, including a selection 
of military vehicles . The star attraction at the 
museum is a huge rail mounted gun (a K5 280mm) 
which is one of only two in the world. This exhibit 
had one member of our party in raptures! 

Two more identical, but not commercialised, 
gun emplacements at Haringzelles were visited. The 
first of these was open to all and sundry and it was 
fully explored. The lower levels were flooded and 
could not be accessed. The highlight was some 
superb German graffiti which was in excellent 
condition. There had been an accidental massive 
explosion at the second gun emplacement after it had 
been captured by Allied Forces. Great care was 
exercised in the exploration of this ruinous site. 

Sunday started with an "all you could eat" 
continental breakfast at our motel near Dunkerque. 
We then made our way to the Geological Museum 
near Rinxent, which was closed. We then travelled to 
a massive quarry near Ferques where a viewing 
point, car park and information plaques had been 
provided. The centre piece was an enormous fixed 
base jib crane. 

Our penultimate stop was on a ridge near the 
village of Leubringhen to see some military 
blockhouses that were marked on the French 
equivalent to our OS map. 

Our tour of some of the military installations in 
Northern France ended with a visit to Forteresse de 
Mimoyecques which is located near the village of 
Moyecques. This commercialised attraction is run on 
a shoestring budget with a self guided tour of 
electrically illuminated tunnels. There were 
information boards and taped commentary points at 
interesting points along the route. The tunnels had 
been excavated by various groups of people, 
including political deportees, Jews, prisoner under 
common law etc. Some 450 coal miners from the 
Ruhr controlled the tunnelling activities which 
included inclined shafts to the surface in which it was 
intended to install "V3" guns. There is an 
underground memorial to the thousands of slave 
labourers who lost their lives to bombing raids which 



prevented completion of this underground complex. 
It is planned to have another visit to military 

sites in Northern France during 1999. Visits to the 
V2 gun sights at La Coupe at Wizernes and the 
Bunker-Eperlecques at Watten will be included in the 
itinerary. 
Paul Chandler 

SURREY MINES WEEKEND. November 1998 

I . Arch Mine. Godstone 
The entrance to this mine was down a 55ft deep 

concrete ringed shaft. The majority of the party 
visited the newly discovered section of the mme 
which required traversing a flat out crawl, walking, 
scrambling, squeezing and dodgy sections. 
Eventually we entered a gallery which contained 
60/70cwt blocks of stone. After a short photographic 
session we retraced our steps. The only downside to 
this newly discovered section is that air circulation is 
on the poor side. The whole party got back together 
and then went on to explore further parts of this 
e>..'tensive old building stone mine. Exploration was 
somewhat easier with the passages being higher and 
wider. The passages were very clean and tidy, as if 
the mine had had a good spring clean. The mine was 
operational from the I 720' s to the I 950's. 

After leaving this mine it was time for a short 
break and then on to the next stop 

2. Godstone Main Series 
The style of the passages in this mine where 

identical to those in Arch Mine. This is not 
surprising as many years ago the two mines were 
interconnected. 111e mine was thoroughly explored 
before the party moved on. 

A successful weekend with another visit planned 
to the area in the autunm of 1999. A big thank you 
to Vince and Kim Allkins of the Wealden Cave and 
Mine Society, our hosts for the weekend. 
J>c111I ( 'handler 

HOW GROVE MINE, DIRTLOW RAKE, 
CASTLETON.DERBYSHIRE 

Conservation work continued at the mine 
throughout 1998. The group have cleared out the 
coe, partly rebuilt the walls and grouted the tops to 
prevent further deterioration and possible collapse. 

111e crushing circle and stone have been 
uncovered. The circle is of unusual design being 
sunken about I foot below the surrounding ground 
level, giving it a saucer-shaped profile. The reason 
for this ''dishing" of the circle is not currently 
w1derstood. 

8 

A large circular depression near the coe and on 
the course of the rake was thought to be the location 
of the main shaft. Excavations in the bottom of this 
feature have so far failed to locate the shaft. 

The most exciting discovery that the group have 
found is the remains of what appears to be a circular 
buddle complete with sieves and central wooden post. 
This is believed to be a very rare find and could be 
unique in this part of the Mineral Field, if not in the 
whole of Derbyshire. This fmd is of such importance 
that professional archaeologists are advising the 
group on the excavation. Nearby, a 'D' shaped 
buddle has also been found, along with associated 
washing floors . 

At the lower end of the How Grove Title, a 
climbing shaft is in the process of being cleared out 
The shaft is believed to contain hand and footholds 
incorporated in the ginging. When it is opened, it is 
hoped that a volunteer will be found to try out these 
features . 

Work will continue at How Grove throughout 
l 999 and any new fmdings will be reported. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
rest of the group for all of their hard work and 
unfailing commitment to this project in 1998 and look 
forward to it continuing during 1999. 
Chris Heathcote 

BOOK REVIEW 

I . "Coal Mining in Lunesdale" by Philip J Hudson . 
Published by Hudson History of Settle, 1998, 303 
pp, soft back. ISBN 0 9533643 0 5, cost £15 .00. 

Subtitled " An Introductory Study into the 
History of Coal Mining in the Valley of the River 
Lune and its Tributaries in Northwest England" this 
book is largely based on the author' s MA thesis. It is 
an unusual book in several ways : it deals with an 
area outside the main coalfields; most of the coal 
seams concerned are within the Millstone Grit Series; 
it is concerned mostly with archival history derived 
from old documents and it combines the latter with 
field archaeology where most of the relics of mining 
have long been swept away by agricultural 
improvements, buildings and roads since mining all 
but ceased in the mid 19th century. These unusual 
aspects make it almost unique in the annals of coal 
mining and the author (and publisher) is to be 
congratulated for his persistence in ferreting out 
obscure stories. 

To some extent this book should be a model for 
archaeo-archival research in other coalfields. 
However, it does have some shortcomings. The 
author admits that he was unable to see some of the 
documents concerning mining at Hornby Castle near 



Lancaster but does not say why. Also he would have 
been well advised ifhe had sat down with a geologist 
familiar with the area and sorted out where coal 
seams could have occurred and what the limitations 
to mining from faulting might be. In short he does 
not always appreciate some geological matters and 
constraints. Only a very few colliery plans are given, 
though probably none were ever prepared for these 
early workings . Thickness of seams and their 
position in the sequence of the strata are rarely given . 
Bibliographies follow each chapter but some of the 
references checked were not accurate. 

The Ingleton Coalfield, on which the reviewer 
did part of his PhD thesis nearly 50 years ago, gets 
rather brief treatment "as it has been done by others" 
and only one of the twenty or so available plans is 
reproduced from your reviewer's work and is 
inaccurately attributed. 

The book is nicely printed on heavy glossy 
paper and has numerous local maps, some not too 
well reproduced. There are nearly 100 photographs. 
Even allowing for the poor quality of some archival 
photographs, halftone reproduction is poor. For no 
apparent reason some photos have no figure 
numbers, and a few have no captions. 

In spite of the matters noted above, the book is 
recommended as a well worth while addition to any 
coal mining historian's library. 
Dr Trevor Ford 

2. "The Moorfield Pit Disaster" by Harry Tootle. 
Landy Publishing 1998. 64pp incl 20 photos, 
drawings etc, A4 folded soft cover. Cost £6.00. 

There is no list of contents, index or list of 
information sources . 

Having recently read a number of rather morbid 
mining accident publications the writer' s initial 
thought was "not another!". This one, however 
appeared to be rather different. It gave a rehash of 
the reports of the h1spector of Mines, the Inquest and 
the Newspapers, together with correspondence of the 
time. However, the book looks at the wider aspects of 
the disaster. The author has dipped into the account 
books of the Relief Fund, School Log Books and 
other registers of the time. It seems to have been 
written by someone who knows both his technology 
and social history. 

Moorfield Mine was at Altham near Accrington, 
to the right of "the A678 Blackburn to Burnley road" 
and the explosion happened on 7 November 1883. In 
all 68 died underground, or in the following days 
from injuries received. The author has found that 
many more died from their injuries, their "gassing" 
and even by suicide in the following years. The 
cause of the ignition of the gas that was issuing from 
a fissure on the coal face was never positively 
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identified but there was evidence of illegal smoking, 
relighting of flame safety lamps and of shotfiring 
having taken place. 

Brief "portraits" of the dead and injured are 
given which give a clear picture of life at the time 
with more than 20 of the victims being no more than 
teenagers, 2 were as young as 10 years. One 11 year 
old died on his 3rd working day, others were "half 
time" workers and scholars, a 23 year old survived 
the explosion but was "gassed" whilst looking for his 
brother. 

The manager's son survived and worked 
heroically in the rescue. He was assistant to his 
father (who was also killed) at the time of the 
accident but refused to take on the post of manager 
after the disaster. He became a publican and when 
40 years of age he committed suicide. 

There is, as the author says, "a great deal of 
sadness" in the book but it is also a vivid history 
lesson. It is clear and well written, even though it is 
unconventional in some ways. It is certainly worth 
reading. 
Dr JJ Brown 

LYNN'S BOOKLIST 
Christmas is the time for giving - but it is nice to 

receive too. My haul included a fine selection of 
mining books any of which I can happily recommend 
to those with an interest in the appropriate areas. 

First came an American publication on the first 
of their gold rushes - the Twenty Niners - to the 
Carolinas and Georgia. "The Georgia Gold Rush" 
by David Williams was first published in 1993 by the 
University of Carolina. It was reissued in 1995 in 
paperback format (ISBN 1- 57003-052-9) at a USA 
cost of $15. The 178 pages include a substantial 
bibliography, and takes a wide view of events of the 
1820s and 30s in the area . 

Back to the UK, Sharron Schwartz and Roger 
Parker have produced a very substantial work 
entitled "Lanner: a Cornish Mimng Parish", 
published by Halsgrove at Tiverton, Devon. 
This 288 page A4 size hardback (ISBN l 84114 019 
8) is very good value at £19.95. Like the book 
above, it takes a wide view and as well as 
incorporating mining information about the Comish 
diaspora, will be good reading for many mining 
historians. The parish bounds include Tresavean of 
man engine fame. 

Derbyshire has two very good new 
contributions. Jim Rieuwert's "Glossary of 
Derbyshire Lead Mining Terms" has been long 
awaited and well worth waiting for. Published by 
PDMHS Ltd it has l 90 pages in hardback format 
(ISBN 0 904334 14 7). The cost is £14 with a 



reduction for PDMHS members. If you notice any 
omissions Jim will want to know - he found a few 
whilst it was in press. This is a work essential not 
just to local historians, but to anyone interested in 
medieval and post medieval mining. It will be 
invaluable to those whose researches bring them into 
contact with wills or agricultural and rural workshop 
equipment. 

Whilst on the subject of wills, David Edward's 
edition of Derbyshire Wills, published by the 
Derbyshire Record Society (ISBN 0 946324 22 0), 
includes wills up to 1570 and though more wide 
ranging, has lead in over 20 entries. 

North West England is well served by Philip J. 
Hudson's "Coal mining in Lunesdale". There are 
303 pages in A5 softback format (ISBN 0 9533642 0 
5). It is published by Hudson History, Settle at £15 . 

For me the latest issue of Northern Mine 
Research Society's "Bnrish Mining: 1998 Memoirs" 
was equally a delight to receive. It would appear that 
lead and silver smelting in the north of England is at 
last beginning to get the attention it deserves with no 
less than seven articles included out of the fifteen 
presented. A less than complimentary reference to 
Derbyshire folk in one article will get the retribution 
it deserves, but the unintended pleasure within the 
journal for me was the smelting item from 
HILDERSTON Mine at Linlithgow - presumably 
part of my virtual ancestry, as you will see from my 
address. 

Finally news of two long awaited publications. 
Both are very substantial calendars by Roger Flindall 
- cumulatively more than all the above put together. 
First, now available from PDMHS Ltd, is the 
"Calendar <>f the Harmaslers Papers at Chatsworth" 
which contains over 500 pages of densely packed 
infonnation summarising documents in this great lead 
mining archive (£30). The second is likely to run to 
some 700 pages and describes the papers in the 
Brooke-Taylor Collection in the archives of Derby 
Public Library which contain a substantial number of 
references to mining and, as they say, much much 
more. Both are being published in very short runs . 
Please contact me via the Peak District Mining 
Museum for further information relating to these 
calendars . 
l .ynn W1//1es 

"THE NENTHEAD MINES" 
111e Society has recently published a new 

edition of this popular edition of the Bulletin of the 
Peak District Mines Historical Society. 111e original 
edition was in Vol 9, No 1 of the Bulletin that was 
published in 1984. 

This 1998 edition has been revised by the 

author, Dr Martin Critchley. Besides updating the 
text to include new information, the author has also 
partly revised the photographs, drawings and plans. 

Copies of this revised publication cost £6.00 
and are available from M Luff, Publications 
Secretary, The Coppins, Wash Lane, Ravenstone, 
Leicestershire, LE6 2AZ. Tel:- 01530 810905..:. 

ARROCKS BLACK MARBLE MINE, 
ASHFORD IN THE WATER 

This mine has now been fitted with a gate on one 
of the entrances and a grill on the other. A small 
working party carried out the installation work which 
was jointly funded by PDMHS Ltd and Chatsworth 
Estates. The mine has been secured for safety 
reasons: it is in a dangerous condition and close to 
the main road and Ashford village. Chatsworth 
Estates will grant access on an occasional basis . 

THREAT FROM NATURAL RADON 
OVERSTATED 

Fears that thousands of people worldwide die 
each year from lung cancers caused by naturally 
occurring radon gas may be groundless. For the past 
two decades, researchers have been warning of the 
dangers from alpha radiation given off by radon, but 
they have struggled to find real effects among the 
general population. 

Now David Brenner and colleagues at the 
Center for Radiation Research in Columbia 
University, New York, believe they have shown that 
extrapolating risk from high to low exposure is 
wrong, and that the real risks from radon in the home 
are much less than suspected. 

The results appear to support the growing 
number of studies that have failed to find a link 
between domestic exposure to radon and lung cancer. 
They include a controversial survey by Bernard 
Cohen of the University of Pittsburgh that failed to 
find any connection between average lung cancer 
levels in US counties and radon levels in half a 
million homes 

These results, however, contradict the findings 
of a British study published last year by Sarah Darby 
of the Imperial Cancer Research Fund's Cancer 
Epidemiology Unit. She followed up a thousand lung 
cancer victims in Devon and Cornwall and concluded 
that people exposed to "high" radon levels faced a 
greater chance of developing lw1g cancer. Roger 
Cox, head of the radiation effects department at the 
NRPB, hails Brenner's "heroic experimental effort", 
but says that the number of mutations produced is 
too low to determine the true biological effect. 
(New Scientist) John Thorpe 
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"REI GA TE STONE" WANTED 
Representatives from the Historic Palaces 

Agency, who look after Hampton Court, the Tower 
of London and other structures, and two eminent 
geologists recently met Paul Sowan and Wealden 
Cave and Mine Society members in order to 
investigate the possibility of quarrying some "Reigate 
Stone". The stone is required to replace the original 
stone which is mouldering away at the Royal Palaces . 

The difficulties in obtaining the replacement 
stone were explained. These difficulties include the 
fact that the quarries are underground, the original 
quarry men's knowledge has been lost and the actual 
beds used cannot be easily identified. 

Underground visits were made to Football Field 
quarry and the Ockley Wood workings. A visit was 
also made to Merstham Church to look at the large 
blocks of stone in remarkably good condition in the 
14th century work ..... and the very small blocks in 
poor condition in the l 860 's extension. Further 
meetings with HRP A and English Heritage are 
planned to progress this problem of obtaining the 
most suitable stone for the renovation work. 

Reigate stone, and the Reigate stone quarries, 
research looks likely to "take off' and recognition 
and conservation of the quarries and their 
archaeological importance is now increasingly 
recognised. 
News of the Weald 

RHOSYDD SLATE QUARRY 
There are two recent reports concerning 

collapses in the Rhosydd Slate Quarry. 
There has been a collapse at surface level close 

to the Floor 2 adit. There is also evidence that a 
further fall in the offing. 

Near the buildings at 4 level there is a big 
collapse as if much of the Ground has run in. The 
underground workings may now be less accessible 
than they were before this collapse. 
Welsh Mines Society 

SOUTH CROFTY SOON TO BE BACK IN 
PRODUCTION 

The South Crofty tin mine at Redruth in 
Cornwall could be producing ore again by mid 1999. 
Contracts for the purchase of the mine by Wilf 
Hughes were exchanged at the end oflast year. The 
purchase will be completed during March and the 
work can start to refurbish the equipment in the shaft 
and other work underground. At the time of the 
completion of the purchase, the mine will have been 
closed for a year. 

It is expected that 25 men will initially be 

employed at South Crofty but eventually it will 
employ 350 - 400. Central to the future of the mine 
is a new clean coal technology generator to supply 
electrical power for the mine. This generator is 
currently under construction in Switzerland. 

South Crofty is still of political importance in 
the south west of the UK as well as being the last 
working tin mine in Europe. 
Metal Bulletin 

THE MILLENNIUM ROCK 
A piece of Butterton Dyke dolerite is now on 

the Russian MIR Space Station that is currently 
orbiting the earth. One of the reasons for calling this 
sample the Millennium Rock is the association with 
Charles Darwin - who "discovered" the dyke. When 
the sample returns to Earth it will contained within a 
travelling display which will be on show at the 
Potteries Museum, Hanley, possibly in August 1999. 
Down to Earth 

MINING INTEREST STUDY TOURS 
The 1999 Atalaya Tours programme of tours 

for 1999 is now available. Tours have been arranged · 
to Rio Tinto - Seville & the fberian Pyrite Belt; 
Greece and Cyprus - major sites of the ancient Greek 
world; Northern Spain and Portugal - gold and 
metals in the Cordillera Cantabrica; Germany - silver 
mining centres of Saxony and the Hartz; Western 
Britain - the mines of SW England and Wales; and 
Mexico -the silver mines of New Spain. 
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PDMHS members are eligible for a discount of 
at least 5%. 

For further information regarding itineraries, 
dates and costs, please contact Atalaya Tours Ltd, 
Capel Dewi, Aberystwyth, SY23 3HR. Tel/Fax:-
01970 828989. 

GEOLOGICAL COURSES 
Once again, Bristol and Nottingham Universities 

are organising a number of geological field and study 
courses, in the UK and overseas . 

Full details are available from:-
1 . University of Bristol, 

Public Programmes Office, 
8-10 Berkeley Square, 
BRISTOL, BS8 lHH. 
Tel :- 0117 9287153 . Fax:- 0117 9254975. 

2. University of Nottingham, 
School of Continuing Education, 
14-22 Shakespeare St, 
NOTTINGHAM, NG 1 4FQ. 
Tel:-0115 9516513 . 



WORLD MINING INCIDENTS 
(Abtracts from Mining Journal) 

Six Chinese miners managed to stay alive for 
4 weeks after being trapped by a collapse in a mine 

at Langroa, Hebei Province. They were kept alive by 
eating their belts and sipping water from the rocks 
above. 

Twenty eight coal miners were killed and 18 are 
still missing after an explosion at Liushi Mine, 
Shaanxi Province in China in November 1998. 
Dr I J Brown 

CORNISH NOTES 
(Abstracts from the West Briton) 

Members of the Comish Chamber of Mines, the 
county's oldest mining organisation, have agreed to 
continue to protect Comish mining interests even 
though there are no mines now working in Cornwall 
(but see below). 

Support for the Trevithick Tmst has been 
withdrawn by the Comish Chamber of Mines and the 
Comish Mining Development Association . 

The closure of South Crofty has stimulated 
tourist interest in mining history. This has been 
shown at the Poldark Tourist Mine where there has 
been a lot of national and international interest in the 
last few months. The mine, Wheal Roots, ceased 
working in 18 I 0 and was rediscovered in the early 
l 970' s and reopened as a tourist mine . 

Chris Smith, the Culture Secretary, has included 
Comish Mining remains in a draft list of potential 
World Heritage sites. West Cornwall has more tin 
and copper remains from the 19th century than 
anywhere else in the world. Cornwall is now left 
with an unique landscape of engine houses, foundries 
and other buildings associated with the mining 
industry. 
Maureen Holmes 

GREAT ORME RESTRICTIONS 
Great Orme Exploration Society members are 

under threat of being banned from Llandudno's Great 
Om1e ancient mines by the local Council. The 
Society heard in October 1998 of a recommendation 
to ban them from the ancient mines until a legal 
agreement can be struck. Following representations 
to the Council, a meeting was offered for January 
1999. 

The Society is concerned that the 
recommendation was made without expert knowledge 
or expertise whereas they have world experts in the 
field of ancient mining in their membership . They are 
also worried that the Great Om1e' s archaeology may 
be put at risk by this Council action . 
Grosvenor CC Descent 

THE HISTORY OF DERBYSHIRE LEAD 
MINING 

At the end of February, Dr Jim Rieuwerts 
completed his series of talks on the History of 
Derbyshire Lead Mining. All of the talks were very 
well supported by members and everyone who 
attended was wiser at the end. 

Following an introduction to the subject Jim 
went on to discuss a selection of mining sites around 
Castleton, Peak Forest, Bradwell and the Bonsall 
areas. The later talks were directed towards archival 
research, history of the lead mining laws of 
Derbyshire and the influence of the Barmote Court. 

Many thanks to Jim for putting together this 
very interesting series of talks. Whilst being 
primarily aimed at members having little previous 
knowledge of the subject, it proved to be a valuable 
insight into the vast amount of research carried out 
by mining historians. 
Val Taylor 

DRAKELOW UNDERGROUND COMPLEX, 
WOLVERLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE 

The underground complex at Drakelow had 
various uses over its active life of about 50 years. 
Constmcted as an underground factory for the 
manufacture of aero engines in 1941 , it had become a 
"nuclear bunker" when it was sold in 1994. A full 
description of the development and use of the 
Drakelow complex is given in "Drakelow Unearthed" 
by Paul Stokes which is available from the Peak 
District Mining Museum. 

COPY FOR THE JULY 1999 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 1st June 1999. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel :- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LTD 

Company No I 22793 J Limi ted by Guarantee 
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Registered Charity No 504662 

Registcrt--d Ollice: Peak District Mining Museum, The 

Pavilion. South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, 

DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

Web-Site:-http://info.exeter.ac.uk/- RBurt/MinHistNet 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may he reproduced without pennission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by 
the Editor for accuracy. 


