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11-12 September U/ground meet - N Wales 
24-27 September NAMHO Conference 
5 October U/ground meet - Derbyshire 
16-19 October Excursion - SE England & France 
20 November AGM and Annual Dinner 
21 November U/ground meet - Derbyshire 
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~ SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1999/2000 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Members are reminded that their membership subscriptions for the year 1999/2000 become due · ~ 
~ ~ 
~ on 1st ~ 
~ ~ 
~ September 1999. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ The subscription rates are unchanged from last year at: - Ordinary Member £ 13. 00 ~ 
~ Joint Member £ 15. 00 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Family Member £17.00 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Junior Member £ 5. 00 ~ 
~ Institutional Member £17.00 ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Overseas members should pay their subscription in Sterling. ~ 
~ ~ 
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1999 AGM & ANNUAL DINNER 

The 1999 AGM and Annual Dinner will be held on 
SATURDAY 20 NOVEMBER 1999. 

The AGM will be held in the Pump Room of the Peak 
District Mining Museum. The dinner will be held at 
the Jackson Tor House at Matlock. 

Full details will given in the next edition of the 
Newsletter. 

Please note that a Society underground meet is being 
arranged for 21 November. Make it a weekend in 
Derbyshire. 
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HON SECRETARY'S NOTES 

At the Committee Meeting which was held on 21 
May 1999 a set ofFinancial Procedures, prepared by 
Wes Taylor and adopted at a meeting of Elected 
Directors on 7th May 1999, was presented. As a 
Limited Company and Registered Charity our Society 
must continue to act with the utmost probity in 
financial matters and it was necessary to put into print 
the details which all Hon. Treasurers have 
endeavoured to enforce. Relevant Charity 
Corilmission publications form part of the procedures 
as appendices. Any member with financial 
responsibilities in a Society project should request a 
copy of the Financial Procedures from either the Hon. 
Treasurer or Hon. Secretary. 



In view of the major changes in the status of the Peak 
District Mining Museum in the near future our Hon. 
Treasurer, Dave Gough, suggested that we should 
ask members with any suitable expertise to make it 
available to the Officers of the Society. We are not 
asking for help with the day-to-day running of the 
Museum, but for answers to questions which may 
arise as matters progress. If anybody with financial, 
taxation or legal knowledge is prepared to assist 
occasionally we would be very grateful. They should 
contact any of the Officers with details of their 
expertise. 

A cash dispenser is to be installed in the Tourist 
Information Centre at Matlock Bath after long debate 
about a suitable site. The dispenser is certainly needed 
with the present parking charges! 

After ten years (at next AGM) as your Hon. Secretary 
I have decided that it is time to pass the pen to the 
next volunteer. I had intended to do this deed two 
years ago but stayed on beyond the average seven or 
eight years. If there is anybody out there who would 
like to carry out the job, I am happy to pass on any 
details of the work. The tasks are not too onerous 
and I am not going anywhere that will stop me 
offering advice. I anticipate assisting the new Hon. 
Sec. through into 2000 with the Company and AGM 
work before fading away, leaving only the smile. 
Keith Gregory 

DYE TRACING IN THE PEAK DISTRICT 

As part of water tracing work the LRG is undertaking 
for the Environment Agency, we have been 
monitoring springs and boreholes over a wide area of 
the Peak District. Much to our surprise we have 
found strong concentrations of fluorescein at Otter 
Hole and Wye Head. Although there is a remote 
possibility that these are from dye we injected at a site 
several kilometres away, we would like to eliminate 
the possibility that cavers, or others, have been 
undertaking tracing experiments on Stanley Moor or 
in the Shay Lodge Area. If anyone is aware of any 
such tracing over the past 2 months please could they 
let me know as soon as possible. 

Two further points in relation to the above:-

important to confirm whether or not tracing has taken 
place. However, it is possible that in the future legal 
action could be taken against anyone undertaking 
unapproved tracing, particularly if this results in a 
visual colouration. 

2. With the above in mind, it is worth restating 
that for the past 10 years the LRG have offered to 
undertake free water tracing experiments in the Peak 
District for any caver who needs a trace as part of a 
project. We provide dye (and will usually inject it for 
you) and detectors and ensure proper liaison with the 
Environment Agency. You agree to change detectors 
according to an agreed protocol and to send them on 
to us for analysis. If for some reason you are keen to 
undertake all the work yourself then that is no 
problem but it is essential that you notify the EA and 
it would be very helpful if you could also notify 
ourselves as we may already have work in progress 
and results could be compromised. 

Professor John Gunn, Limestone Research Group, 
Geographical & Environmental Sciences, The 
University of Huddersfield, Queensgate, 
Huddersfield, HDl 3DH. 
Tel:- 01484 472813 . Mobile:- 07803 899084. Fax:-
01484 472347, E-mail:- j .gunn@hud.ac.uk 
DCA Information Circular 

A FURTHER NOTE ON SADO 

Further to our two articles arising out of the scrolls 
illustrating Japanese mining scenes (Bull. PDMHS, 
vol.12, no.6, 1995 & Mining History, vol. 13, no.6, 
1999) during October 1998 one of our friends, retired 
mining engineer John Dickinson of Coalville and his 
wide visited Sado. He reports that there are two 
museums in the town of Aikawa. A municipal 
museum in the town has mining displays and, more 
importantly, the director has a scroll 23 metres long! 
The director said it dated from the Edo period, 
17 51-17 58. The other museum was outside the old 
mine and had extensive reproductions of scenes from 
the scrolls on billboards outside, as well as dioramas 
and models inside. Adjacent to the latter museum, 
part of the old mine workings have been developed as 
a walk-through tour. Life-size replicas of scenes from 
the scrolls have been installed, including full-size 
Archimedes screws. The small souvenir shop has sets 
of postcards of scenes on the scrolls, dioramas and 
scenes inside the mine. They wrap purchases in paper 
printed with cartoon reproductions from the scrolls. 

1. If someone has been undertaking water 
tracing then technically they have been in breach of 
the law as all injection of dyes must be approved by 
the Environment Agency and no approvals have been 
given other than for our own work. In this case the 
Agency have agreed to take no action as it is more A fact which emerged from John Dickinson's talk 
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with the director was that many of the labour force 
were effectively convicts, sent to the Sado mines for 
offences elsewhere. This may explain the illustrations 
on the scrolls of officials armed with swords keeping 
an eye on operations. Some miners apparently lived 
underground! 
TD.Ford & J.J.Brown 

THE SOCIETY'S CRICH PROJECT 

The Society is celebrating a major achievement this 
year - 40 years since its inauguration. The Crich 
Project too is celebrating a long service award . 

country. After thirty years the Crich Project is the 
longest running project within the Society and still 
proves highly popular with Tramway visitors. 

To mark this anniversary Nevil Gregory, and his wife 
Mary, invited a party of thirty past and present 
members of the project, and their wives, to an evening 
of good food and good company in a convivial 
atmosphere with the chance to reminisce about old 
times. The chosen venue for this celebration was the 
Coach House, Lea. A superb time was had by all and 
our grateful thanks are extended to Nevil and Mary 
for their generosity. 

.--------------------------.Among those present were Society officials 
who have lreen very sympathetic to our 
endeavours at Crich. Also present was past 
Hon. Secretary Peter Naylor who, in this 
capacity,... dealt with the National Tramway 

·Museum Society when- we were trying, without 
success, to reach an official Agreement for the 
site. Peter succeeded in negotiating an 
Agreement which placed our Project on a 
permanent and formal footing within the 
Tramway Museum. 

Whilst not a member of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society, one other individual must be 
mentioned. My personal thanks must be put on 
record to Robert Hall of the National Tramway 
Museum. Bob has been a most useful and 
friendly acquaintance over the twenty-five years 
I have been Project Leader. 

I am sure the new Project Leader, Paul Smith, 
will receive the same co-operation from all 
Society Members and the NTMS that I have 
enjoyed over the years. 
Iain Butler, Project Leader (Rtd) 

PS - After all the effort and finances we have 
Society Secretary, Keith Gregory (right) presents invested over thirty years we would like to 
a souvenir, a model stowes and kibble crafted in think the Project will continue for another thirty 

Jarrah and Cherry woods, to Nevil Gregory years! There is still plenty of scope for new 
Photo by B. Miller developments. However, to achieve this aim, 

......_ ___________________ ____. new blood is needed. The total ages of the 

Thirty years ago Nevil Gregory, one of our Honorary 
Members and a very early member of the Society, had 
the idea to build a Lead Mining Display for the free 
enjoyment of the general public. It would also be a 
Public Relations exercise for the Society. Land for the 
site was acquired from the National Tramway 
Museum Society and the present site was, without 
doubt, the first Lead Mining 'Museum" in the 
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eight members currently involved is 498 years! 
We ain't immortal! We do need successors. If you 
would like to help, and age is no deterrent, please 
contact the new project leader, Paul Smith. Tel:-
0115 930 1169 



GLORY MINE HEADSTOCKS. 

The old Glory Mines Headstocks, which were 
originally erected over the main shaft at Glory Mine, 
Crich, have been donated by the Clay Cross Company 
and Butterley Aggregate to the to the Society's Lead 
Mining Display Project at Wakebridge - the site 
allocated to the Society by the National Tramway 
Museum Society. 

on show. 
I Butler 

COMING EVENTS 

1. BCRA HIDDEN EARTH CONFERENCE 
Friday 10 - Sunday 12 September 1999 

--------------------------------.Location:- Leeds 

The national caving 
conference organised 
by BCRA. There 
will be field trips, 
trade and club stands, 
competitions, talks, 
discussion groups 
and entertainment. 

Bookings and 
enquiries to Peter 
Cousins, 8 Giffords 
Croft, Lichfield, 
Staffs, WS 13 7HG. 
Tel:- 01543 251791. 
E-mail:
he@caves.org. uk 

Up they go! Probably the last set of headstocks to be 
erected in Derbyshire 

2. NORTH 
WALES MINES 
WEEKEND 

Photo by I Butler Saturday 11 - Sunday 
......_---------------------------12 September 1999 

The dismantling of the heads tocks was undertaken by 
John Wilmot and his friends. The heavy girders etc Organiser:- Paul Chandler 
were transported to the site with the co-operation of 
the then Quarry Manager. Milwr Tunnel 

The various parts lay in storage awaiting a suitable 
opportunity and site to re-erect them in what was 
hoped would be an appropriate environmental setting. 
The re-building was just hard graft, not having any 
means of mechanical lifting at our disposal. Brute 
force and ignorance won the day! 

We were extremely lucky in that Robert Hall, Outside 
Works Superintendent of the National Tramway 
Museum, had hired a large mobile crane to do some 
work for the Tramway. Robert kindly arranged for us 
to have the free loan of the crane to stand the 
headstocks back on it's feet. The site was in the new 
development at Wakebridge, a twentieth century 
mining display which compliments the other displays 
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This difficult grade oversuit trip involves a 400ft fixed 
ladder climb down, and up on the exit. The passages 
are mainly of walking size and contain many artefacts. 

It is planned to have two groups on the trip, one of 
which will be a photographic group. The total 
number of PDMHS member places available is 4 only. 
Access agreement stipulates that ALL persons going 
underground MUST have BCRA Public Liability 
Insurance Cover. 

PDMHS members do NOT have BCRA cover and 
must make their own arrangements to obtain the 
specified insurance cover. Paul can give advice on 
this subject. 



Rhosydd Slate Mine, Blaenau Ffestiniog 

There are no vertical pitches on this easy to 
moderate trip. Walking size passages. No limit to 
party size. 

For further information, please contact Paul Chandler, 
tel: - O 1246 220773 

3. NAMHO '99 

Friday 24 - Monday 27 September 1999 

Location:- Whitemead Park, Parkend, Lydney, 
Gloucestershire 

A weekend of lectures, underground and surface trips 
and social gathering. The theme of the conference is 
"Free Mining and Mines of the Forest of Dean and 
Other Traditional British Mining Rights and Areas" 

Full details and a booking form are available (A4 
SAE) from John Hine, The Grottage, 2 Cullis Lane, 
Coleford, Gloucester, GL16 7QF. Tel:- 01594 
833217. 

4. ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE MINE. 
ASHFORD IN THE WATER 

Tuesday 5 October 1999 

Leader: - Paul Chandler 
This is an easy dry trip. It is an evening trip and there 
is a limit on the number of members who may attend. 

For further information and to book your place, 
please contact Paul Chandler. 

5. NORTHERN FRANCE/KENT/SURREY 
EXCURSION 

Saturday 16 - Tuesday 19 October 1999 

Organiser: - Paul Chandler 

Provisional programme: -
Friday Travelling 
Saturday Dover U/G sites 
Sunday Surrey Mines (Reigate area) 
Monday/Tuesday Gun emplacements etc in 

Northern F ranee 
Wednesday Travelling 

B&B accommodation will be used throughout and 
Eurotunnel will be used to cross the channel. The 
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ferry will be available if required. 

Members/guests are welcome to attend all or part of 
the excursion. 

For further information, please contact Paul Chandler. 

6. DERBYSHIRE MINE 

Sunday 21November1999 

Leader:- Paul Chandler 

Details will be included in the next Newsletter 

MEET REQUESTS 

Members are invited to request meets in Derbyshire 
or any other areas of the UK. Paul Chandler, meets 
Co-ordinator, will be pleased to hear from you and 
will endeavour to meet your request. 

BOULBY WEEKEND 

The proposed weekend visit to Boulby Potash Mine 
and the nearby ironstone mines that had been planned 
for early March did not work out quite as expected. 

During the week before the proposed visit, a large 
increase in water flowing into the mine occurred. 
This led to the evacuation of all production machines 
from the southern section of the mine and a great deal 
of activity in obtaining and installing additional pumps 
and pipe ranges. In the circumstances, it was felt that 
the underground visit could not go ahead. 

At the time of writing production is still confined to 
the northern half of the mine but two new centrifugal 
pumps and a new shaft column are about to be 

. installed to pump the water to the surface. It is hoped 
to resume production from the southern section of the 
mine later in the year. 

The weekend also coincided with some of the 
heaviest rain seen in the area for many years. This 
rainfall caused floods in Malton and Stamford Bridge 
and fell as snow on the Pennines. 

It was, therefore, a much-reduced party of four hardy 
stalwarts who set off along the base of the cliffs from 
Staithes to Port Mulgrave. Surprisingly the rain 
eased off just long enough for the walk to be 
completed in comfort. In addition to the spectacular 



geology and industrial remains that are found along 
this section of the beach, we had the unusual sight of 
several impromptu waterfalls cascading from the cliff 
tops. Visits to Grinkle and Port Mulgrave ironstone 
mines followed. 

It is hoped that the underground visit to the Boulby 
Potash Mine can take place later in the year. 
Neil Rowley 01704 448709 

MASSON MINE MEET 

This was a well supported joint meet with the Masson 
Caving Club. The group eventually gathered at the 
top of Masson Hill for what was to be a fascinating 
trip . 

surface. Whilst in the Great Chamber we had the 
benefit of a presentation by one of the mine guides. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoined the trip and we thank 
Paul Chandler, for organising and leading the trip, and 
to Mr Andrew Pugh for permission to visit his mine. 
Wes Taylor 

EARLY COPPER MINING 
The April 1999 edition of the National Geographic 
Magazine contains a feature on early copper mining in 
Israel and Jordan. 
TD Ford 

ALL OUR YESTERDAYS 

Access to the mine was via the show mine. After a The article on Chert Mining around Bakewell (Mining 
short walk along Bacon Rake it was a right tum into History Vol. 13, No 5 - Summer 1998) has provoked 
the pipe workings. Along this well-lit passage we quite an interest and discussion in the Bakewell area. 
were able to stop and study some of the ancient Derek Lomas, a friend of mine who lives in Bakewell, 
' 'woodpecker" workings that were the subject of an has been trying to put "names to faces" in the 
article in the Vol 13 No 5 edition of Mining History. photograph of the workmen at Holme Bank Chert 

Mine on page 29 of the publication. With help from 
Leaving the tourist route we entered the area of the relatives, neighbours and Ron Wildgoose, who 
mine which had been worked originally for lead but in worked at Pretoria Chert Mine in its later working life 
recent years fluorspar had been mined. This area is a (until 1956), a number of"faces" have been identified. 
maze of passages and cavities. As we headed into this If anyone can add more "names to the faces" it would 
area we passed under several shafts that had been be most helpful. 
used to extract the fluorspar (Dale Shaft, High Loft 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Shaft, Carding N estus etc), found the remains of 13 14 15 16 17 18 
crushing and huddling equipment, and even found the 
wooden barrow runways that had been used to get 7 Jack Knowles ) 
the spar to the shafts. 12 Dad Thompson ) 1932 

13 Bill Goldstraw (Junior) ) 
Eventually we reached the lake which connects with 16 William Goldstraw (Tiny) ) 
the Great Cavern in the show mine. As no one was 
prepared to attempt the short cut back into the show Other men working at Holme Bank in 1932 were:
mine we retraced our steps and went on towards the Ted Haslam, Punch Clerk, Charlie Smithhurst, Arthur 
Crichman Chamber. En route we passed the end of Smithhurst, Father Bonsils, Archie Bonsils (son), Abe •t 

the coffin level, crawl and short shaft descent into the Bond, Ted Mantell. Charlie Cowan joined the team 
Crichman Chamber and the majority of the party after 1932. 
opted for that route. The complete party met up in 
the Crichman Chamber which is now the end of Ron Wildgoose has also compiled a list of fellow 
Masson Mine. Access to the rest of the mine was workmen at Pretoria Chert Mine between 1942 and 
destroyed with the working of the Knowles Quarry. 1956. They were:- Walter Heathcote, Joe Bettney 

(senior), Joe Bettney Gunior), Abe Bettney, Jack 
We made our way out of the mine via a route which Haslam, Tommy Andrews, George Andrews 
took us into an area where there was a lot of (Youlgrave), Joe Sharray (Over Haddon), George 
mineralisation and were more of the ancient Fem, Bill Taylor (Over Haddon), Ben Podmore, Bill 
' 'woodpecker" technique had been practised. On Cook, Jack Kirkham, Bill Kirkham, E Andrews, Jim 
reaching the tourist route we went on to the Great Wildgoose, H Wildgoose, Fred Wildgoose, F Carson, 
Cavern where we saw the other end of the lake we Joe Smedley (senior), AJfBollington, Reg Thompson, 
had visited earlier and the capped Tinkers Shaft to the Tom Hawkesworth, Geoff Cooper, Geoff Thorton, 
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Harry Smechel, C Brocklehurst. 

If anyone can recognise further ''faces" in the 
photograph, or indeed make any addition to the 
workmen at either Holme Bank or Pretoria Mines, I 
will gladly pass the information on to Derek and Ron. 
You can contact me on 01629 650389 or via the Peak 
District Mining Museum. 
Phil Wainwright 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1. "I am conducting a survey of superstitions, 
traditions and supernatural beliefs in the Peak District 
and other regions of northern England, as part of 
postdoctoral research at the National Centre for 
English Cultural Tradition at Sheffield University. In 
particular, I am collecting oral tradition and beliefs 
associated with the mining industry, which has a rich 
lore of ghosts and spectres both in Yorkshire 
coalfields and the lead-mines of Derbyshire. To this 
end, I wonder if any of your readers can provide 
information, direct personal experiences, traditional 
material or even references to any form of 
superstitious practice or belief in this area. 

Although the Peak District is my specific 
geographical area of interest, I would also be grateful 
for any information concerning related beliefs or 
traditions in other districts of the country. 

Any information supplied would be gratefully 
received and acknowledged, and confidence respected 
in reference to personal experiences. Readers can 
contact me at 292 Bole Hill Road, Walkway, 
Sheffield S6 5DF, South Yorkshire, or phone 01142 
345856". 
Dr David Clarke 

2. ''We are involved in a Leader funded transnational 
project with mine heritage groups from Parys 
Mountain in Wales and West Cornwall. In order to 
further the mining migration aspect of the project we 
are attempting to identify the origin of names in the 
Avoca valley in Co Wicklow. We are trying to trace 
mine directors at the Cronebane Mine in East Avoca 
who met at Cronebane on 7th November 1798. 

They were:- Edward Hawkins, Macclesfield; Bryan 
Hodgson, Craigmarsh; John Jefferies, Gloucester; 
Robert Hodgson, Congleton and Thomas Weaver, 
Gloucester. 

We are also looking for a Henry Hodgson who 
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developed the mine at West Avoca and our mineral 
tramway, the Arklow Harbour and a chemical and 
manure works at Arklow. We believe he came to 
Avoca around 1820 but this is not definite. He was 
born on 6th January 1796 and we are trying to trace 
his place of birth and wonder ifhe is related to the 
above mentioned Hodgsons. 

We also understand that approximately fifty miners 
emigrated from Avoca to Clithermoor (this spelling 
may not be correct) in Cumbria circa 1860 and would 
appreciate confirmation/further information of this 
migration. 

Have any PDMHS members any information/advice 
on the above subject or who could advise us on how 
to research the above mentioned miners. I can be 
contacted at:- Ballymoneen, Avoca, Co Wicklow, 
Ireland" 
Marie Merrigan 

ACID A TT ACK ON LIMESTONE 

Rising levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide and the 
breath of tourists threaten to destroy records of 
European rainfall hidden in limestone caves. 

Like trees, the spectacular stalactites, stalagmites and 
drip curtains in caves have growth rings whose 
chemical makeup provides a clue to past climates. A 
technique has been developed for revealing the past 
moisture levels of soils by analysing light passing 
through the rings. Using this technique a record of 
European rainfall over the past millennium can be 
constructed. 

This valuable record may be in danger because 
stalagmites in British caves are corroding away. This 
is caused by rising carbon dioxide (C02) levels inside 
the caves. The C02 in the breath of the many visitors 
to show mines can lead to a significant increase of the 
levels of the gas in poorly ventilated caves, reversing 
the process that forms the limestone structures. 

Stalactites and stalagmites are created when calcium 
carbonate precipitates from water dripping inside the 
cave. Water percolating through the soil above the 
cave dissolves C02 from its surroundings, forming 
carbonic acid that strips calcium carbonate from 
limestone rocks. When the water reaches the cave, 
however, it loses C02 to the cave air, reducing its 
ability to carry the mineral. But, elevated levels of 
C02 in cave air can upset this process. Less calcite 
will be deposited if the water loses less C02 when it 



reaches equilibrium with the cave air, slowing the 
growth of the structures. Worse still, if levels are 
sufficiently high, the water will dissolve C02 from the 
cave air, forming more acid that erodes the limestone 
structures rather than building them. The risk is 
greatest in caves where the calcium content of the 
water is low. The majority of British caves fall into 
this category. 

It is not only tourist attractions that are at risk. The 
predicted doubling of atmospheric C02 within the 
next century could be sufficient to destroy stalagmites 
in pristine caves. It has been noted that the 
stalagmites in Uamh an Tartair in Northwest 
Scotland, some of which may be 10,000 years old, do 
not appear to have grown over the past hundred years 
or so. 
New Scientist 

LAKE DISTRICT MINE HERITAGE WALKS 

During the year there are a series of public Mine 
Heritage Walks in the Lake District that are organised 
by the Mines of Lakeland Exploration Society. 

The programme for 1999 is 
July 25 Wythburn Mine - 6 miles hard walk. 

Meet car park behind Wythburn 
Church. 

Aug 30 Greenside Mine - 6 miles. Meet at 
LDNP car park at Glenridding. 

Sept 25 Goldscope Mine - 6 miles. Meet 
Littletown Bridge car park. 

All walks commence at 10.30am and boots or strong 
shoes should be worn! Waterproof clothing and 
spare clothes should be carried. Also bring a packed 
lunch. Most walks will take a minimum of 5 hours. 
There is a charge of £5.00 per person. For further 
information tel:- 017687 79747 or 01228 561883 . 

BOOK REVIEWS 

1. "In the Bewick Vein - the Story of a 
Northumberland Lead Mine" by Susan Hartley, 
published by the Honeybrook Press, Joicey Shaft 
Cottage, Haydon Bridge, Northumberland NE47 
6NF. 70 pages, paperback. Many photos and line 
diagrams. Price £4.95 (plus 85p UK p & p). 1999. 
ISBN 0 9534512 0 8 

This small glossy book presents a detailed history of 
the lead mine directed and financed by the mining 
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engineer Thomas John Bewick. It operated only for 
20 years from 1873 to 1893 but produced over 40000 
tons of lead ore concentrates (and some zinc) from a 
mine beyond the northern margin of the North 
Pennine orefield. 
The author does what many of us what probably like 
to do - she lives in a cottage on the mine site and 
brings out the feel of the place. As a graduate in 
sociology her forte is the history of the people who 
invested in the project or who extracted or processed 
the ore. 
A rather more mechanized system of working was 
used than was normal in the late 19th century and 
there are some diagrams of the machinery. However, 
the author falls down on some of the geological 
aspects of the mine. We are given diagrams of the 
sequence of strata but no indication of which were the 
bearing beds or which ones were stoped out. The vein 
appears to have contained mostly barytes and 
witherite. A photo of an adit mouth is included but 
we are not told whether any access to the workings is 
possible today. Regrettably most of the photos are in 
a small and rather Victorian format. 

All in all, a pleasant little book worthy of a place on 
any mine historian's shelf, and at a reasonable price. 
TD Ford 

2. "The Gunpowder Industry" by G Crocker - A 
Shire Album (No 160-second edition) published by 
Shire Publications Ltd. 1999, soft covered, about AS, 
32pp, 41 illustrations. Cost £2.95. 

This book is published in the usual clear and concise 
manner of this series. The three main chapters deal 
with the invention of gunpowder (or black powder), 
the production of saltpetre (Potassium Nitrate) and 
the manufacture of gunpowder by the combination of 
charcoal, saltpetre and sulphur. Within these chapters 
there is much information, including the sources of 
the materials, the location of the various works, the 
individual operations, transportation methods, the 
testing of the products and legislation on safety. 

A further chapter, "The Final Phase'', deals with the 
industry through the second half of the 19th Century 
to it's demise in the 1970's. Mines and quarries were 
an important user of black powder in the 19th 
Century but "high explosives" and alternatives to 
explosives eventually ousted it from all but a few 
situations. For many years a compressed smokeless 
powder, "bobbin powder", was used in coal mines. 
This product was later modified to become the well 
known product "bobbinite". Black powder is still 
used in some slate mines, quarries and in fuses. 



The gunpowder works were of sturdy construction 
and often operated over many years - some late 18th 
Century plants worked into the current century - and 
a considerable number of structures still stand. These 
are referred to not only in the general chapters but 
also in a special section on "places to visit". A site 
probably best known to mining historians and which 
can be seen off the path to Gwynfynnyd Gold Mine is 
mentioned, but there are also many other locations 
quoted. 

This is a handy book. It is easy to understand and 
with clear illustrations but it is disappointing in that 
there are so few references to the impact blackpowder 
had on the mineral industries and vice versa. 
I JBrown 

3. "Old Stationary Engines" by D Edgington. A 
Shire Album (No 49-reprint of 1980 edition) 
published by Shire Publications Ltd. 1999, soft 
covered, about AS, many photos, 32pp, Cost £2.25. 

This is a very popular volume of considerable interest 
to mining historians. The title does not make it clear 
that it does not deal with steam engines but only 
considers gas oil and diesel engines. It does, 
however, deal with both portable (ie "on trucks" or 
bogie) engines and "fixed" engines. 

Many early installations of gas and oil engines were at 
mines and quarries A few of these installations are 
shown in the book but, unfortunately, the locations 
are not named. These engines were mainly used to 
drive machinery for electricity and compressed air 
generation. This power was then used to operate 
mineral processing, pumping and other equipment 
both on the surface and underground. They were of 
great use at quarries and at non-coal mines. The 
engines were also used to directly power other 
industrial machinery. 

An interesting book to have, especially as it contains 
many photos of the wide range of types of engine and 
the uses to which they have been put. What is more, 
the chance of finding an old engine of this type is still 
good, unlike the search for other early engines and 
this book should help in identification. 
I J Brown 

4 . ''Hafodlas Slate Quarry, Betws y Coed" by G R 
Jones. A4-230 pages, 4 maps, 13 production 
Analysis Graphs, 3 7 detailed survey drawings, 60 
plates. ISBN 0 9533692 0 X. Cost £12.50, p&p 
£2.50. 
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The Hafodlas story began in 1855 when the initial 
exploration was carried out be C E Spooner of 
Ffestiniog Railway fame and his brother James S. 
Spooner who built the Talyllyn Railway. In 1860 they 
were joined by other eminent engineers, William 
Fothergill Cooke of electric telegraph fame, 
Hedworth Lee who engineered the Chester and 
Holyhead Railway and Sir Daniel Gooch of the Great 
Western Railway whose son Henry became manager 
of the quarry. The impressive remains of the 
remarkable and unique architecture of this period 
have largely survived, while later mills of traditional 
construction have all but disappeared. The mills were 
equipped with a plethora of machines - fearsome 
great saws and planers by George Hunter, ordinary 
circular saws, sand saws and cranes, while some of 
the incline haulage was operated by highly innovative 
systems. 

Part 1 of the book covers the history and 
development of the quarry from 1855 to its final 
closure in 1929, with an analysis of the production 
and men employed. 

Part 2 assesses and interprets the site remains, and is 
supported by 37 detailed drawings and 60 
photographs. The work, which is published in its 
entirety, was awarded the prestigious Association for 
Industrial Archaeology 1997 Fieldwork and 
Recording Award. 

Griff Jones's book on the Slate Quarry at Hafodlas is 
a model study of archaeological and architectural 
recording in an internationally important industry. It 
will surely become to be regarded as a classic of 
industrial archaeological practice. The standard of the 
readily understandable drawings is remarkable and 
also reflects the interpretive skills, and the wealth of 
understanding of slate-industry processes and 
techniques, of the five members ofFforwm Plas 
Tanybwlch who spent no less than 7,500 hours at this 
nationally significant site. They have set an example 
for such work for others to try and emulate. Few 
other groups have brought such a fund of knowledge 
to such a task and conveyed the results in drawings 
that are a delight to peruse, and then backed it up 
with perceptive and informative archival research and 
writing. 

The written sources for the slate industry, for long the 
economic lifeblood of Snowdonia, have hitherto 
received some attention from scholars, but very little 
work on its archaeology has been published. Its 
merits lie in its comprehensive coverage of the 
documentary evidence, its perceptive interpretation of 



the archaeology, and most especially in its large 
number of record drawings of superlative quality. 
That Griff has no formal qualifications is quite 
irrelevant, for he has achieved a remarkably 
competent result of which any professional could be 
proud. 

5. "Thomas Burt, The Miners' MP, 1837-1922" by 
Lowell J Satre, Youngstown State University, Ohio. 
1999. Leicester University Press, HB 0 7185 0184 5, 
208 pages. Cost £50.00. 

This is the first critical biography of Thomas Burt 
(1837-1922), one of the most respected and beloved 
labour leaders oflate nineteenth century Britain. 
Adopting a conciliatory approach to 
labour-management relations, Burt made the 
Northumberland Miners' Association one of the most 
respected labour unions in Great Britain, and 
commanded national respect as one of the first 
members of the working class elected to Parliament 

have had problems in producing coal at a cost which 
is profitable. 

MINEWA TER IN NORTHUMBERLAND 

There is concern over the possibility of serious 
pollution of the River Coquet and its tributaries as a 
result of rising water levels in the abandoned 
workings of the Whittle Colliery, near Alnwick. 
Water levels are currently being monitored. The 
problem has received considerable publicity in the 
local press and on television. 

Recent serious flooding in the Spittal area of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed appears to have resulted from 
an overflow of water from flooded coal workings in 
the Scremerston area. Similar potential hazards are 
associated with abandoned mine workings throughout 
Northumberland. 

(representing the borough of Morpeth from Whereas the risks and consequences of mine water 
1874-1918). 'Conciliation' formed the core of his and gas reaching the surface from abandoned 
labour and political ideology. He preferred arbitration workings are relatively well known, less well 
over confrontation, and adamantly opposed the use of understood problems may also occur. Rising water 
the strike in labour-management negotiations, except levels may cause serious surface instability and may, 
as a weapon of last resort. The book touches on many in certain circumstances, cause movement along 
different political, labour and social issues of the faults . Rising water levels may also result in 
period, both in Britain and elsewhere, such as gender significant changes to the permeability of the rocks 
politics, temperance, self-help, labour conditions in adjacent to the old workings and it may not be 
South Africa, working class literary interests, and the possible to achieve controlled drainage of water from 
development of North East England. known shafts and adits. Considerable areas ofland 

6. "Thirlmere Mines and the Drowning of the 
Valley" by Ian Tyler. BlueRock Publications 1999. 
273pp, 132 plans and photographs. Soft backed. 
Cost £14.99, p&p £2.50. 

This book tells the story of the struggle for survival in 
the mines, of the constant driving deeper and deeper 
into barren ground, and the heartbreaking frustration 
as the veins yielded so little for so much toil. It also 
tells of the mighty Manchester, the men of the 
Waterworks Committee who greased the right palms, 
the hundreds of navvies who poured into the vale, the 
soup kitchens in winter and the gradual destruction of 
Thirlmere. 

ANNESLEY-BENTINK COLLIERY CLOSURE 

It has been announced that the Annesley-Bentink 
Colliery in Nottinghamshire is to close. This colliery, 
at 130 years old, is the oldest working pit in Britain. 
The colliery is owned by Midland Mining and they 

slipped ground have recently been identified in the 
area underlain by the White Colliery workings. 
Although apparently stable under present conditions, 
rising groundwater levels could initiate further 
slippage. There is thus a real risk to ground stability 
above mine workings and perhaps over substantial 
adjoining areas not directly undermined. Such 
instability could result in damage to land, property 
and natural drainage, as well as to gas, water and 
sewer pipes and other services. 
BGS 

THE DRAGLINE THAT WALKED AGAIN 

History was made on the 31 January 1999. On a misty 
Sunday in the eastern outskirts of Leeds the St Aidans 
1150-B walked 48.8 metres, turned through 90 
degrees, and gently lowered its boom. After starting 
life in South Milwaukee, Winconsin, and previously 
working in West Virginia, South Wales and the 
English Midlands as well as in Yorkshire, it reached 
its final location with consummate ease and - if you 

10 



can say this of a machine - with dignity. With it 
moved the memories of all those who had, over half a 
century, designed, manufactured, erected, dismantled 
and re-erected, operated and maintained and, in 
recent times, worked to save it from the ignoble end 
of a cutting torch and scrap. 

Beeby Plant Repairs of Retford, who had won the 
contract for the move, had spent the previous two 
weeks preparing the machine. In conjunction with 
associated electrical contractors they had devised a 
most unusual and impressive, possibly unique, way of 
moving the 1,200 ton walking dragline by remote 
control. Only the minimum essential motors were 
re-activated to raise the boom, walk and slew the 
machine using power from two small, temporary, 
on-board generators and a very large trailer-mounted 
generator parked alongside. The new system was 
controlled by an outside operator using a hand-held 
console wired into the machine. 

During the previous week the boom had been raised, 
with some assistance from cranes, and fixed with 
three of its four pendants and the walking and slewing 
mechanisms tested. Around 10.00am on the Sunday 
the first steps were taken and soon the 1150-B was 
crossing the internal road towards the level area 
prepared for its permanent display. By about mid-day 
the machine had arrived at its destination, swung 
through 90 degrees and was ready to lower its boom 
unaided. There had been only two delays; one while a 
hydraulic excavator was brought in to move a cabin 
which had obstructed the machine as it very slightly 
veered off its intended path, and another when a 
fork-lift had to move another cabin which was just 
preventing the slewing. 

Walking draglines have previously been brought back 
to working order after many years of idleness and 
some have walked great distances. Moving St. 
Aidan's 1150-B was different, it walked only a few 
metres but it is probably the only walking dragline to 
be preserved in the world. 

Congratulations all round, particularly to RIB Mining, 
Miller Contractors, Leeds City Council, Beeby Plant 
Repairs, the "Friends", finance contributors and all 
those other organisations and individuals who, 
directly or indirectly, have contributed to the project's 
success. 
IJBrown 
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MR PRESTWICH'S IMPROVEMENT 

As a celebration of the 125 years life of the Protector 
Lamp and Lighting Co Ltd, a book which tells the 
story of the Company has been published. In 
addition, an exhibition to illustrate the life of the 
Company will be on diplay in northern Englang. Mr 
Prestwich' s Improvement has been based on the 
unique archive of the Company. It captures the 
ingredients of Victorian Ingenuity and Edwardian 
Eccentricity and Pioneering Spirit. 

Joseph Prestwich (1851-1919) joined the Company as 
a commission only agent. As a result of his obsession 
to produce the ultimate safe miner's lamp, and the 
success he achieved, he ultimately became Managing 
Director of the Company. 

The book tells how the Company lurched from the 
brink of bankruptcy to the zenith of prosperity and 
back again. 

The exhibition provides a rare opportunity to see 
images spanning the 125 years of the Company. 
Prints from Victorian and Edwardian glass plates 
contrast with a contemporary account of the 
Company and the coal mining industry. 

The exhibition is on display at the National Coal 
mining Museum until 23 July 1999 and at the 
Lancashire mining Museum from 12 November - 19 
December 1999. 

TWENTY YEARS OF THE WELSH MINES 
SOCIETY 

This year the Welsh Mines Society celebrates twenty 
years of active life. To mark this historic occasion 
they have produced a commemorative booklet which 
records events, in script and photographically, the life 
of the Society. 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER 1999 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 1st September 1999. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 



PEAK DISTRICT MINING MUSEUM BOOK BARGAINS 

25°/o OFF LIST PRICE + POST & PACKING 

List Price 

Geology of the Country North ofDerb_y 
Geology of the Northern Pennine Orefield:-

Stainmore to Craven 
Tyne to Stainmore 

Geology of the Country around Ashbourne & Cheadle 
Beneath the Lakeland Fells 
The Yorkshire Mineral Statistics 1845 to 1913 
Devon and Somerset Mines 
The Mines of Cardi_g().Ilshire 
Into the Iron Age - Modern British Blacksmiths 
The Geology of the Country round Macclesfield 
China Caves 85 
Xin~en 
Johll White Hurst of Derby, Clockmaker 
Cornwall's Central Mines - Southern 

-Northern 
Essays in Cornish Mining History - Vol 1 

- Vol 2 
Cornish Mineral Industry 
The Industrial Development of South Wales (1750 to 1850) 
Memoirs of the Geological Survey 

(Vol XXV Northumberland and Alston Moor) 
East Asian Institute Papers (Malleable Cast Iron - China) 
Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies 

(Monograph series No 52 Traditional Chinese 
Iron Production) 

Earlx Metallurgical Sites in Great Britain 
tBC2000 - AD1500) 

Iron and Steel in the European Market - 17th Century 
Bailiff of Blackmoor 
The Butterley Company 1790 to 1830 
The Art and Craft of Coinmaking 

£18.00 

£15.00 
£32.00 
£13.50 
£16.99 
£ 2.50 
£14.95 
£ 4.50 
£22.50 
£28.00 
£ 4.50 
£ 4.25 
£24.99 
£15.00 
£12.00 
£ 6.99 
£ 6.99 
£10.95 
£14.95 

£15.00 
£ 5.00 

£ 6.00 

£10.00 
£12.50 
£25.00 
£20.00 
£29.95 

Please contact the Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, 
MATLOCK. DE4 3NR. Tel:- 01629 583834. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR .. 

Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

Web-Si te:-http://info.exeter.ac. uk/-RBurt/MinHistNet 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be reproduced without permission provided 
due acknowledgement is made of the source. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
the Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for accuracy. 

12 

. ~ 


