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7 November U/grouond meet - Staffs Moorlands 
17 November Surface Meet -Coke ovens 
20 November AGM & Dinner 
21 November U/ground meet - Matlock Bath 
13-16 Sept 2000 Intrernational Conf 

TO ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is hereby given that the Twenty Fifth Annual 

General Meeting of the Peak District Mines Historical 
Society Limited will be held at 6.00pm on Saturday 20th 
November 1999 at the Peak District Mining Museum, 
Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 
By Order 
J K Gregory 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors will 
retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Secretary 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. One third of the remaining Conunittee 

members. 

The Conunittee that was elected at the Twenty 
Fourth Annual General Meeting, which was held on 
Saturday 21st November 1998, is as follows: 

Chainnan 
Deputy Chainnan 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Ordinary Members 

Mrs E Dixon 
Dr J Rieuwerts 
Mr J K Gregory+ 
Mr D Gough 
Mr R Paulson* 
DrT D Ford* 
Dr I J Brown 
MrD Clucas+ 
MrMJ Luff 
Mr J Peel+ 
MrN Potter 
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Mr J R Thorpe* 

Those whose names are marked (*) are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are eligible for 
re-election. Those whose names are marked(+) are 
retiring and are not eligible for re-election. 

Fully paid up members of the Society, who are aged 
18 years and over, are invited to nominate Members of the 
Society (who themselves are fully p·aid up and who have 
consented to the nomination) for the vacant positions on 
the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the position of: 

Hon ,Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
3 Ordinary Members 

A nomination fonn \e enclosed with this Newsletter 
for you to use. Any nomination will be accepted provided 
that it is in the fonnat prescribed. All nominations must 
be received by the Hon Secretary by 6th November 1999. 
Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a written 
.curriculum vitae that will be included in the Agenda of the 
Annual General Meeting if a ballot is required to elect 
Directors. 

To save members postage costs, nominations for the 
Committee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings to J 
Thorpe, who will pass the nomination fonns to the Hon 
Secretary - please do NOT send dinner bookings to the 
Hon Secretary. 
J K Gregory 
Hori Secretary 

THIRTY NINTH PDMHS ANNUAL DINNER 
The Thirty Ninth Annual Society Dinner will be 

held on Saturday 20th November 1999 at the Jackson Tor 



House, 76 Jackson Road, MATLOCK. Please assemble OBITUARIES 
in the lounge at 7. OOpm for the dinner at 7.30pm. 1. Cyril Maddocks 

The after-dinner speaker has yet to be confirmed The death occurred on 22 July 1999 of Cyril 

MENU 

Prawn Cocktail or Melon 

Soup of the day 

Carvery of beef, lamb or chicken 
served with 

Creamed and Roast Potatoes 
and 

Seasonal Fresh Vegetables 

Choice of Sweet 

Cheese and Biscuits 

Coffee and Mints 

Cost: £15.00 (including a glass of wine) 

For further imbibes a wine list is available and 
individual orders will be taken on the night. 

Please use the booking form enclosed and send your 
remittance to:- Mr John Thorpe, "The Old Bakehouse", 2 
Cobden Road, MATLOCK, Derbys, DE4 3JR. 

Tickets for the dinner will be issued. Please book 
early and allow 14 days for the receipt of your tickets 
(SAE please). Tickets may also be collected from John 
Thorpe at the AGM. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SOCIETY 
Members annual subscription to the Society for the 

year 1999/00 became due on 1st September 1999. 
The subscription rates are:-

Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£13.00 
£15.00 
£17.00 
£ 5.00 
£18.00 

The membership rates shown apply to UK members 
and overseas members paying in £ sterling. Overseas 
members paying in local currency should ensure that their 
payment will yield the appropriate membership dues after 
the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the previous 
Newsletter. If you have mislaid your copy then send your 
name and appropriate cheque/postal order, payable to 
PDMHS Ltd to:- P Smith, 71 St Norbert Drive, Kirk 
Hallam, lLKESTON, Derbyshire, DE7 4EF. 
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Maddocks of Derby, aged 79, after a long and trying 
illness. During the 1940' s Cyril helped George Priestley 
work the Ball Eye Mine at Bonsall. This was one of the 
most extraordinary mine systems in Derbyshire but it has 
been destroyed by quarrying. His recollections of the mine 
were, therefore, particularly valuable. Cyril subsequently 
traded in stone and spar. 

Cyril always retained a general interest in mining 
and up to a year before his death, he continued to carry out 
research at the Derbyshire Record Office and the Derby 
Local Studies Library. He never sought publicity and 
never had anything published. His knowledge of the 
Matlock Bath area will be sorely missed. 

Cyril leaves a widow, Dorothy, and two children. 
Roger Flindall 

2. Professor Barri Jones 
The obituaries in the national broad sheet press that 

followed the recent sudden death of Prof Barri Jones all 
made reference to his study of the archaeology of Roman 
Britain and Roman mining. His work on the Roman gold 
mining centre at Dolaucothi led him to investigate the 
ancient mines of Rio Tinto and Las Medulas in Spain. He 
also organised countless excavations at Llanymynech 
where a perfectly preserved Roman lead mine was 
exposed. 

MINING JOURNAL PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 

The winner of the Underground Section of the 1998 
Competition was Paul Deakin with a photograph taken in 
East Foss Barytes Mine, Scotland. Second place went to 
C McCombe with a photograph of a miner lying on his 
side shovelling coal in Ayle Colliery, Northumberland. 

PDMHS 40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Saturday 12th June 1999 saw the Village Hall at 

Monyash, near Bakewell, full of members of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society gathered from at least 
two corners of the World to celebrate forty years of 
activity by the Society. The origins of the Society lay in 
the rare foresight of a few people, namely Jim Rieuwerts, 
Bill Sarjeant and the late Mike Smith, at the Geology 
Department of Sheffield University. At a meeting called in 
1959 and it was agreed to form a society with the aim of 
preserving mining remains in and around the Derbyshire 
Peak District. 

After recalling the events leading up to the calling of 
this meeting Dr Jim Rieuwerts introduced Dr Bill Sarjeant, 
now Professor of Geology at the University of 
Saskatchewan, Canada, who was elected as the first 
Chairman of our Society. Bill Sarjeant recalled the 



activities of the early days of the Society. 

Dr Trevor Ford then set the geological scene in 
Derbyshire, describing the formation of the limestone hills 
and the subsequent mineralisation of the county. With a 
chronological leap of many millions of years, Dr John 
Bamatt then spoke of the evidence for Pre-Roman and 
Roman mining in the area. He described the finding of the 
antler pick at Ecton during the exploration of early levels. 

supper that had been prepared by members of the local 
Women's Institute. The final event of the day was one of 
Harry Parker's unique slide shows which recorded the 
deeds, and misdeeds, of members over the past forty years. 

On the following day there were surface and 
underground trips. Jim Rieuwerts led a large party of 
members into a very much overgrown Lathkill Dale. The 
vegetation obscured most of the sites of interest in the Dale 
but Jim did an excellent job on explaining the mining 

history of the Dale and what we 
should have been able to see. 

Twelve members joined an 
underground trip to Holme Bank 
Chert Mine at Bakewell. Four 
yow1ger and fitter members went 
underground at Hillocks Mine, 
Mon ya sh. 

Selecting people to thank 
would be sure to leave out 
valuable contributors so, to all 
concerned, thank you on behalf of 
those present for a worthy 40th 
celebration. 
Keith Gregory 

HON SECRETARY'S 
COUNCIL MEETING NOTES 

Dr Bill Sarjeant (left) our first Chairman, Mrs Evelyn Dixon our current 
Chairman and Dr Jim Rieuwerts. 

Our Deputy Chairman, Dr 
Jim Rieuwerts, has been invited to 
act as Deputy Barmaster at 
Chatsworth in November in the 
absence of Mr Mort. 

Photo by H M Parker 
After many years, Lynn 

Mediaeval mining and smelting was Dr David 
Kieman's contribution to the meeting. He referred to the 
many smelting sites, remains of which may still be traced, 
in the upland areas around the mining field. Dr Jim 
Rieuwerts followed with a talk on 17th century mining and 
technology. Soughs, on which Jim is an expert, were 
introduced into Derbyshire mining during this period and 
thus enabled miners to extract deeper ore deposits. 

A welcome speaker after lunch was Dr Lynn Willies 
who, thanks to his daughter, was able to attend the 
celebration so soon after his recent illness. His subject 
was 18th and 19th century mining. Mr Keith Gregory 
rounded off the lead mining part of the meeting by 
discussing 20th century mining and making special 
reference to Mill Close Mine. 

The final speaker of the day was Mr Nick Hardie of 
Laporte, who enthused over one of the few remaining 
fluorspar mining activities in Derbyshire. The huge 
caverns are excavated by machines which would terrify 
miners of old as they cut out the calcium fluoride and 
associated minerals. The unavoidable surface depredations 
are rectified by back-filling and reseeding. 

The evening spread was an excellent pie and pea 
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Willies has now relinquished his 
post as Project Leader of the Peak District Mining 
Museum. We sincerely thank Lynn for the countless hours 
he has devoted to the task. Robin Hall has now taken over 
the duties of Project Leader and will combine them with 
his well-known practical skills that we see in the displays. 

The ailing generator at Magpie Cottage has been 
given a thorough professional overhaul thanks to the 
generosity of a well-known member of the Society. The 
long-term aim may be to install mains electricity but that 
costly plan will not now, we hope, be thrust upon us 
unexpectedly. 

The Ashover Fluorspar Plant has been documented 
in situ by video recording and drawing. A start is to be 
made in August to move the equipment prior to its 
installation at Temple Mine. Planning permission is 
awaited before the construction of a building to house the 
plant can be started. 

The entertainment to follow the Aimual Diru1er on 
Saturday, 20th November 1999 has not yet been arranged 
but there have been several requests that it should not have 
a mining theme (strange). Efforts to this end are being 
pursued. 



,.. 

NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 
Please note that the telephone number for the Hon 

Treasurer, Dave Gough is 01773 788052. 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. ROYLAGE MINE, STAFFORDSHIRE 
MOORLANDS 

Sunday 7 November 1999 

Leader: Len Kirkham 

This is a recently explored small copper mine with 
an intriguing history. Access to the mine is rigidly 
controlled. 

The trip is of moderate grade but it is not for 
beginners. The water in the main level is about wellie 
depth and the atmosphere throughout the mine is generally 
damp. There is a fixed ladder climb and a large amount of 
crawling in the upper levels. 

The number of persons attending is limited but if 
the meet is oversubscribed, a further visit will be arranged. 

To book your place please contact Wes Taylor, 
tel: 01283 713315 

2. RJB MINING COKE AND COMBINED HEAT 
AND POWER PLANT, ROYSTON, WAKEFIELD 

WEDNESDAY 17 November l 999 

Organiser: Dr I J Brown 

This is an afternoon visit to the coke plant with an 
optional series of visits to former coal mining sites in the 
local area . 

The Monkton Coal & Chemical Co is celebrating its 
I 25th Anniversary this year. Coking commenced in 1874 
and the coke ovens, some dating to the 193 0' s, are the last 
of their type in the UK. The ovens use over Yim tonnes of 
coal per year to produce .about 200,000 tonnes of coke, 
gas and chemicals. The gas is used to generate 11.3 MW 
electricity per year. Alongside the kilns there are the 
remains of Monkton Colliery, closed in the 1960's, 
and the Royston Drift Mine that was closed in 1989. 

For members wishing to make this a full day trip, 
visits to a selection of other little known coal mining sites 
in the area have been arranged for the morning. These 
sites will include what is probably the oldest tramroad in 
the world and the oldest tramroad viaduct 

Numbers on this meet are limited. To book your 
place, please contact Wes Taylor, tel: 01283 713315. 

4 

3. DEVONSHIRE MINE AND LONG TOR 
GROTTO, MATLOCK BATH 

Sunday 21November1999 

Leader: Paul Chandler 

Devonshire Mine (To be visited first) 
Grade: Easy/Moderate. Various types of passages, 

from hands and knees crawls to large and roomy walking 
size. Bring knee pads. 

Long Tor Grotto 
Grade: Easy/Moderate. Majority of mine workings 

are of walking size. Fine mineralisation to be seen. An 
optional visit to Upper Mine workings involves 
crawling/scrambling. Access to all workings in this 
mine are via a wade (about 2ft deep) through stagnant 
water, mud, etc. 

Both trips are either oversuit or boilersuit trips . 

Meet at 1 Oam outside the Peak District Mining Museum, 
Matlock Bath. 

FUTURE PDMHS MEETS 
From next year, whilst I intend continuing as the 

PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator, I shall be taking a back seat 
regarding arranging meets . I hope that this will encourage 
other PDMHS Members to come forward to arrange and 
lead underground trips. I will, however, continue to 
arrange and lead underground meets in the future, albeit on 
an occasional basis. I will also arrange "easy" mine visits 
for "new" PDMHS members. These will be mainly on 
midweek evenings, but occasionally at weekends. Basic 
equipment can be loaned for a small hire charge. Please 
contact me for details of these visits. 

Telephone (01246 220773) or write (12 Darwent 
Road, Tapton, Chesterfield, Derbys, S4 l OUE), SAE 
appreciated. 
Paul Chandler 

YATESTOOP SOUGH-JUNE 1999 
There was a good tum-out of PDMHS and Masson 

Caving Group members for this Monday evening trip. 
Perhaps the most historically interesting part of the trip 
is right at the beginning when you descend through a huge 
steel lid into the Baby and Alice shaft at the H J Enthoven 
factory site. The descent is down a series of fixed steel 
ladders in this huge shaft. Descending alongside you are 
the old pump rods, relics of the days when the beam 
engines Baby and Alice strove to pump water out of the 
mine and thus enable it to be worked. From the bottom of 
the ladderway we set off upstream up a heading which 
contains a lot of debris underfoot. This upstream heading 
soon ends at a blockage that has straw stalactites in the 
roof. 



This upstream passage was, I think, the first time 
that I've been in a shale drive that was unprotected by 
stone arching. The shale wall was rotting in parts of this 
level. It was quite "sniffy" in this part of the sough -
perhaps we should have borrowed one of the canaries from 
the Museum. 

After retreating back from the blockage and going 
downstream towards the sough tail we were intrigued by 
the stalagmites - bosses which were growing out of the 
side of the walls. They each had a little pond of water in 
their crown but there was no sign of dripping water from 
above. We wondered if they could be little rimstones 
growing upwards from water seeping in from a lower 
crack. 

In the roof there were small stalactites in 
alternating streaks of red, brown and white. Paul 
Chandler had a several trillion candle-power searchlight 
which showed off these formations very well. 

We found that the sough tail is stone arched which 
is covered in a clay slime with long tree roots in the water 
flow. Keith Gregory advised us that the floods of October 
1998 had raised the level of the River Derwent until it 
backed up the sough, hence the slime on the walls. 

Our thanks to H J Enthoven, Paul Chandler and 
Keith Gregory for a very interesting evening trip . 
Brian Woodall 

BOOK REVIEW 
"Tarmac Papers Vol 1 1997 and Vol 2 1998" 

These well illustrated soft cover books have been 
produced by the recently established Department of 
Archives. "The Archives and History Initiative of 
Tarmac Heavy Building Materials" is edited by Dr R W 
D Fenn. The books are devoted to the history of quarrying 
and construction industry in general and that of Tarmac in 
particular. Vol 1 includes a few reports ofrecent 
archaeological excavations undertaken on Tarmac sites 
plus a "history" section on Wergs Hall (Tarmac 
Headquarters), Cilyrychen Quarry and the architect R K 
Penson. The volume contains 156 pages and includes a 
schedule of the Tarmac Archives (one page) but no index. 

Vol 2 (308 pages) is an extremely interesting piece 
of work, well produced with some coloured photos. There 
are 17 articles, mainly on the history or archaeology of 
individual quarries plus 14 pages of "shorter notices" and 
reviews of seven quarry related books. 

These books are a welcome addition to the literature 
available on mining and quarrying but their availability is 
not yet clear. A telephone call to the Public Relations 
Department, Tarmac Quarry Products Ltd, 
Wolverhampton (01902 353552) may assist. 
I J Brown 
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NAMHO NOTICE 
H M Inspectorate of Mines has requested that the 

following "Safety Alert" be exposed to as many persons 
who are involved in the exploration of disused mines as 
possible. It was prepared by the Mines Inspectorate and is 
supported by NAMHO. 

HM MINES INSPECTORATE SAFETY 
ALERT 

The death of a man who fell down a shaft while 
excavating at a disused lead-silver mine at Combe Martin 
in Devon on 27 June 1999 attracted much media attention, 
some of it critical of the way those involved had concealed 
their activities from the authorities and responsible 
voluntary sector associations. HM Inspectorate of Mines 
assisted the police with investigations and have provided 
the following information in the hope that members of 
NAMHO will learn from this tragic incident. 

"The dead man was the owner of a farm and the 
shafts of the mine, which was last abandoned in 1881, lay 
within his property. He and three friends, none with any 
previous mining experience but sharing an interest in 
mining archaeology, had been excavating the two shafts 
for more than ten years. At the time of the incident they 
had reached a depth of 40m in the second shaft, clearing 
debris in a small skip wound by a diesel winch to a landing 
incorporated in a headgear improvised from scaffolding 
tubes. The man appears to have fallen to his death in the 
shaft as he attempted to land a skip of debris by leaning 
out to pull the skip to the shaft side. The shaft top was not 
fitted with safety trap doors; the landing had no handrails 
or toeboards and the dead man had not been wearing a 
safety harness. If any members ofNAMHO are 
undertaking shaft clearing operations without using these 
well recognised safety features, they are urged to do so." 

NAMHO wishes to make it clear that no members 
were involved in the activities at Combe Martin. Advice on 
safety in shaft work is readily available to members from 
the professional mining engineers within NAMHO. If you 
are in any doubt, then contact W J Taylor, NAMHO Hon 
Secretary, and he will arrange for you to get advice from a 
professional mining engineer who is a member of one of 
the NAMHO organisations. 

RJB MINING INVESTMENT 
RJB is to invest £20m in a 295yd long 

state-of-the-art longwall face at Daw Mill Collliery, 
Warwickshire. The face will have a life of 15 months and 
2.5m tons of coal will be produced, extracting a 5m slice 
from the top of the lOm thick Warwickshire Thick Coal 
seam. 

Most of the equipment will be supplied from 
factories in Wigan, Worcester, the Midlands and 
Yorkshire. Daw Mill is one of the fifteen collieries 
operated by RJB Mining 
Eng & Min Journal 



CONTRACTORS FINED AFTER TUNNEL 
COLLAPSE 

Balfour Beatty has been fined £ l .2m, plus 
£100,000 costs, following the collapse of the Heathrow 
Express tunnel at Heathrow Airport in 1994. The 
Company, which was the main contractor for the project, 
admitted failing to protect workers and the public from 
"very serious risks". 

This fine is said to be the highest for a single 
Company under the 1974 Health & Safety at Work Act. 

Geoconsult, tunnelling experts from Austria, was 
found guilty of two similar offences and was fined 
£500,000, plus £100,000 costs. 
Daily Telegraph 

LADY VICTORIA WASHER WORKING AGAIN 
The Old Coal Washer at the Lady Victoria Colliery, 

Midlothian, Scotland has been restored. This is the latest 
phase of the conservation of the surface structures at the 
colliery which has been ongoing since 1985. 

The Old Washer was built around 1911 and 
consisted of bash tanks for cleaning raw coal. The feed 
elevator has been refurbished and visitors can see the jigs 
which were in common use until the closure of the mine in 
the early 1980's. 
Mines & Quarry 

SECOND SELBY PIT TO CLOSE 
RJB is to close the North Selby Mine next year with 

the loss of about 300 jobs. RJB has already closed 
Whitemoor Mine and merged North Selby with 
Stillingfleet. The Company has been frustrated by 
geological problems and poor productivity at the mine. 
The output from the Selby complex will be less than 6m 
tons per year, a figure that is less than half the original 
planned output. 

A RJ B spokesman has said that concentrating 
production in areas with lower geological risk will provide 
the more secure and stable operations required in the 
current economic climate. 
Daily Telegraph 

LAST UK METALLIFEROUS MINE 
With the closure of the Cornish South Croftytin 

mine in 1997, the Florence Mine in Cumbria is the only 
UK mine raising a metalliferous mineral as it's main 
product. Florence Colliery mines haematite for use in 
pigments and in fotmdry annealing processes . 
Mining Journal 

UNDERGROUND TRIPS 
The Masson Caving Group, which has close links 

with PDMHS, arranges a Full Programme of underground 
cave and mine meets during the year. Meets are arranged 
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on a fortnightly basis, on Sundays and Tuesday evenings. 
All grades of trips are arranged from easy through to very 
difficult. A number of underground trips involve either 
ladder work or SRT. 

We are a friendly group and PDMHS Members 
would be assured of a warm welcome. For details, 
please contact: John Laycock, Masson Caving Group 
Assistant Secretary, 104 Kirklington Road, Bilsthorpe, 
Newark, Notts, NG22 8SP. Tel: 01623 870958. 

OLDHAM CAPLAMP BATTERIES 
I recently discovered that my Oldham Caplamp 

Battery was not holding its charge. Fortunately I made 
this discovery as I was setting out to open Scott's Grotto1 

to the public for a couple of hours rather than during a 
more extended underground expedition and so I was able 
to take alternative lighting. 

I unsuccessfully tried to contact the chap who had 
sold me my old battery and so I set out to discover current 
suppliers, prices et hoc genus omne. A few rninutes2 on 
the world wide web provided a list of suppliers of caving 
equipment. These were then invited to send price lists and 
catalogues. 

This research told me that the technology had 
moved on and that there were many more modern caplamp 
models but, reasoning that I already had the headset and 
battery cover and more than enough Oldham spares to last 
out my lifetime, I decided that a replacement battery was 
the best choice. 

The best price by far was offered by Stuart Kirby -
Purveyor of Illuminating Experiences - who carries on his 
business in a small village in Gloucestershire. As I was 
visiting Gloucester in connection with another society's 
activities, I was able to collect the battery and avoid the 
cost of postage (not inconsiderable - the battery is mostly 
lead, aft.er all). 

If other members find themselves in a similar 
position, I would strongly suggest that they contact Mr 
Kirby. His telephone number is 01531 650226 and 
facsimile number 015 31 650012. 

Being a very cautious person, I am not in the habit 
of giving unsolicited testimonials but I felt that others 
might be interested. Mr Kirby agreed that I could offer his 
name and contact details to the Editor for publication. 

1 Scott's Grotto is in Scotts Road, Ware, 
Hertfordshire and is open on Summer Saturday and Bank 
Holiday afternoons from 2:00pm to 4:30pm. Admission 
is free (donations invited) and a visit is very worthwhile if 
you are in the area. 

2 This does not include the time wasted when the 
system crashed or hung or while it downloaded totally 
useless large graphics images. Why can't web site 
designers realise that graphics just irritate some users who 
would much prefer a plain text site? 
MC Black 



MINE HERITAGE AND TOURISM - A HIDDEN 
TREASURE 

An international conference is being organised by 
the Geological Survey of Ireland, Shannon Development 
and the Mining Heritage Society of Ireland on behalf of 
the MINET project. 

MINET is an EU funded project established to 
develop a pilot network of European Mine Heritage 
Centres. The project involves partners from France, 
Ireland, Italy, Spain and the UK. A two day conference is 
planned for 4-5 November 1999 and it will be based in 
Nenagh, Co Tipperary. There will be pre and 
post-conference field trips (Bunmahon and the Irish 
National Mine Heritage Centre at Shallee, Silvermines). 
The topic of the conference is "Mine Heritage as a 
Tourism Resource" . 

Further details can be obtained from Mr Eamonn de 
Stafort, Shannon Development, Connolly Street, 
Co Tipperary, Ireland. Tel: +353-67-32100. 
Fax: +353-67-33418. E-mail: 
DEST AFORTE@shannon-dev.ie 

CORNISH MINERS LEAD THE WAY 
Five fonner South Crofty miners have once again 

proved the old maxim about a Comishman being found at 
the bottom of every mine in the world is true. 

The Comishmen were recruited to manage the 
development of a new nickel mine in Brazil and to train a 
workforce of twelve young Brazilians. The new mine was 
at a former open pit operation and is owned by RTZ Brazil 
at Fortaleza de Mines near Passos. 

The first blast for the 5m x 5m access ramp took 
place on 27 July 1998. The first blast in the ore body was 
in mid May 1999, some two months ahead of schedule. A 
witness to the first nickel ore reaching the surface said "the 
Comish miners have certainly used their experience and 
knowledge well in training the young Brazilian 
workforce". 

OPEN DOOR AT THE COAL AUTHORITY 
The Coal Authority of GB has now adapted an 

"open door policy". It's first public meeting was attended 
by four outsiders (including two miners and a solicitor). 
Its second meeting is to be held in Leeds on 14 September 
and, according to a note in "Newscene", (formerly Coal 
News), the house-journal of RJB Mining, further 
information can be obtained from the website: 
www.coal.gov.uk 

This presupposes that all persons who may be 
interested in attending have a computer connected to the 
Internet. However, all attempts to gain access to this 
website have failed. 

A telephone call to 01623 427162 (a number 
obtained from other sources) provided the information that 
the meeting would be held at the Royal Armouries 
Museum, Leeds, LS 10 1 LT at 11. OOam on 14 September 
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1999. Presumably the entry charge of £8. 00 and car 
parking fee of £3.00 will apply. 
"Interested'' 

SOUTH CROFTY UPDATE 
There has not been any progress on the proposed 

sale of South Crofty mine to Welsh businessman Wilf 
Hughes. 

Kerrier councillors are refusing to accept that South 
Crofty mine is dead and are continuing to back the 
reopening of the mine. Recently there has been a proposal 
to build a University of Cornwall campus on the site. 

As it now looks doubtful that South Crofty will 
reopen, suggestions are being made to safeguard the 
headframe as a lasting memorial to many years of mineral 
mining in Cornwall. 

INTERNATIONAL MINING CONGRESS 
The next International Mining Congress will be held 

on 13 - 16 September 2000 at Milos, Greece. Preliminary 
information is available from the following web site: 
http: //heliotopos.net/conf/immhc 

TOURIST MINE ACCIDENTS 
The report of HM Chieflnspector of Mines 

records one "major injury" accident to a member of 
the public during 1997 /8. In the previous year four 
"major injury" accidents were recorded, including 
two to members of the public. Nearly all the "major 
injuries" have been either broken bones or serious 
cuts involving hospital stays caused by slipping or 
stumbling. 
I J Brown 

WALKING GROUP 
Paul Chandler is setting up a Walking Group based 

in Derbyshire, which will be undertaking one walk a 
month. Walks will be arranged in both the "White" and 
"Dark" Peak areas of Derbyshire with, occasionally, 
walks further afield. The majority of walks will be about 
9 miles long. 

PDMHS Members (and guests) are welcome to 
contact Paul for further details of this Walking Group. 
Please telephone (01246 220773) or write (12 Darwent 
Road, Tapton, Chesterfield, Derbys, S41 OUE), SAE 
appreciated. 

NOTES FROM I J BROWN 
1. Abba Postcards (Tel No 01924 251452) have 

started a series of "commemorative" postcards one of 
which is of the first oil well in the UK. This was at 
Hardstaft, Derbyshire in 1919 but the picture is of the 
American Oil Tanker "Braer" on the rocks of the Shetland 
Islands on 5 January 1993. Why this picture is not clear 
as the ship was carrying Norwegian oil to Canada. 



2. The runout distance of a rockfall or debris 
avalanches can be up to twenty times the vertical fall 
height. One of the worst occurrences in recent times was 
in 1974, in the Peruvian Andes, when debris fell l.9km 
and travelled 8km. It claimed the lives of 450 people. 

PLEASLEY COLLIERY 
There is an Open Invitation to all PDMHS members 

to visit Pleasley Colliery on any Sunday between 10. OOam 
and 5.00pm. The site is now manned every Sunday. 

It would be appreciated if members have any 
surplus coalmining memorabilia which they would donate 
it to the Pleasley Colliery project. Donations of spanners 
would also be appreciated. 
John Wilmot 

LAPORTES TO END FLUORSPAR PRODUCTION 
IN DERBYSHIRE 

It has been announced that Laporte Industries is to 
cease producing fluorspar in Derbyshire The underground 
mining at Mill Dam and Watersaw Rake will cease. The 
opencast mining on Longstone Edge and other areas will 
also stop. Cavendish Mill, where the pure calcium 
fluorite, together with some galena and barytes, is 
produced from the basic mined mineral, will also close. 

Besides the loss of work for the 115 Laporte 
Industries employees, this action will virtually remove the 
sole market in Derbyshire for the "tributors" who produce 
fluorspar ore for processing at Cavendish Mill . 

Laporte Industries, who are still hoping that they 
can find a buyer for their Derbyshire operation, have 
stated that they have been forced to close their Derbyshire 
operations due to the very low price of imported Chinese 
Calcium Fluoride. l wonder how long it will be before the 
Chinese increase their prices after having killed off the 
British production of the mineral. 

DUDLEY LIMESTONE MINES 
Following the publication of The Dudley Limestone 

Mines in Mining History Vol 14, No l , Steve Joyce has 
written to tell of some of his diving exploits with the Aston 
University Speloeological Society and the Leicester 
University Caving Club in the Dudley Limestone Mines in 
1982. The extracts received were from "Caving is Fun -
Vols 3 and 4" which were caving diaries kept at the time. 

Unfortunately the article submitted was too long to 
be published in full and the it was very technical. 

The diary extracts refer to dives to West Well, 
Singer Caverns on 24 April 1982, West Shaft, Singer 
Caverns, on 17 July 1982 and to East Shaft, Singer 
Caverns on 18 July 1982. 

The first dive into West Well took the divers down 
to a pile of rubble at 82 ft below the surface. A second 
dive enabled them to reach an air bell at 35ft below the 

the surface. 
The first dive into West Shaft included going along 

a passage for + 1 OOft from the shaft side. The second dive 
was very short. Went down 45ft to an airbell and quickly 
returned to the surface. The total duration was about 3 
minutes. 

The dive into East Shaft was to the bottom at a 
depth of 75ft. Two persons had dived together and the 
second diver found the visibility poor due to following 
another diver and having disturbed the edge of the shaft as 
they had entered the water. 

If anyone wants full copies of the diary extracts 
submitted, I am sure Steve Joyce will oblige. Any requests 
sent to the editor will be forwarded to Steve. 

BOOK FOR SALE!!!! 
A translation of the first Latin Edition (1556) of 

"Agricola Georgius de re Metallica" and published in 
London in 1912. It contains 640 pages and is offered for 
sale at a cost of £475 + p&p. If anyone is interested then 
the editor can put you in touch with the vendor. 
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COPY FOR THE JANUARY 2000 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 

Newsletter is 23rd November 1999. Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
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Tel:- (01283) 713315. 
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