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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Twenty Fifth Annual General Meeting of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society was held in the Pump 
Room at The Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 20 November 
1999. 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the year 
ending 30 June 1999 were accepted. 

Chairman's Report 

In June the Society celebrated its 40th anniversary with a 
special weekend held at Monyash. On the Saturday there 
was a series of lectures entitled "The Seven Ages of 
Mining", followed by a pie and peas supper and a Harry 
Parker slide show depicting the last 40 years. On the 
Sunday there were two underground trips and a surface 
walk. Two of our founders, Jim Rieuwerts and Bill 
Sarjeant, attended these celebrations . 

There have been some interesting underground meets 
thanks to Paul Chandler and the other leaders. These have 
ranged from easy "walk-in" trips to trips involving 400ft 
ofladders and from Derbyshire to Northern France. We 
do need more volunteers to lead underground trips, please 
get in touch with Paul if you feel you would like to have a 
go. 

Publications We have published two bulletins this year. 
The Limestone Mines of Dudley was published in 
conjunction with the Shropshire Caving and Mining Club. 
The Editor is always looking for more material so please 
get writing. There were also four Newsletters. Again the 
Newsletter Editor welcomes any items of interest to 
members so keep your eyes open when reading the papers 
or surfing the net. 

Membership numbers There were 465 fully paid up 
memberships in 1998/99, a slight fall on the previous year. 
We do need to find ways of encouraging and keeping new 
members, especially younger people. The number of 
memberships who have renewed their membership so fa~ 
this year is 351. Can I suggest to members that they wnte 
a cheque as soon as the reminder form arrives and not put 
it on one side till the end of the week, when it gets 
forgotten . 

Peak District Mining Museum Lynn Willies intended 
relinquishing his post as Project Leader for the Mus_eum ~ 
March next year but, following his heart attack earlier this 
year, we felt the need to lighten his load and asked Robin 
Hall to take over the job sooner than expected. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Lynn for all of his 
hard work and enthusiasm over the years. Robin and his 
group of helpers have been working at the museum since 
before it opened and are busy finishing some of the boards 
and improving labelling as a step towards complying wi~ 
the requirements of the Disabled Discrimination Act. Like 
most other attractions in the area, the Museum has 
suffered a decline in numbers of visitors and a fall in 
income from sales. We are at present negotiating a new 
lease with Derby Dales District Council. 

The Ashover Fluorspar Plant This has been 
photographed, on video and stills, and fully recorded. 
Many of the loose items have been made ready to move 
and plans are in hand to move the plant as soon as the 
proposed site at Temple Mine is ready. 

Crich Project Congratulations to the Crich Project which 
celebrated its 30th anniversary this year. This project was 
started by Nevil Gregory as a 'shop window' for the 
Society's activities and it has done a superb job over the 
years. It is very popular with visitors to the Tramway 
Museum. Thank you to Iain Butler and his team who have 
done so much to keep the project going. Work continues 



with new displays and the re-erected Glory Headstocks 
with Paul Smith as the Project Leader 

Howe Grove Work continues here and there have been 
some interesting finds such as the round buddle, washing 
channels, a D-shaped buddle and a saucer-shaped crushing 
circle. A recent find has been the foundation of a small 
pumping engine. More volunteers are always welcome 
and should contact Jim Rieuwerts or Chris Heathcote to 
find out when they are meeting. 

Old Millclose John Peel and his team continue to work on 
Old Millclose sough and have progressed a long way up 
the valley. This is another project that needs more people 
to help with the digging. 

Horsebuttocks Mine Work on this project has finished and 
is being written up ready for publication. Dave Permey 
and his group have found the lost entrance to Weet Sough. 
Their efforts are now being concentrated on opening up a 
shaft on to Paintersway Vein which they hope will give 
access to the southern end of Y atestoop Vein. 

Magpie Mine Field Centre This has been well used 
throughout the year. The Barmote event was held there in 
October. 

NAMHO This year's NAMHO Conference was held in 
the Forest of Dean. There was good accommodation for 
the lectures in the club room of the Civil Service Motoring 
Association Centre at Whitemead Park. The chalets 
looked very comfortable and there was plenty of room for 
tents and caravans. Walks, drives and underground visits 
were organised and it is a lovely touring area. I was 
disappointed that so few PDMHS members attended. This 
is a great occasion to meet other like-minded people and 
exchange ideas. Next year is the INTERnational 
NAMHO 2000 based at Truro in Cornwall. Book your 
place now, information in the Newsletters. 

I would like to thank Keith for all his work as Secretary 
during the last ten years . His notices of Council Meetings 
and Agendas always go out on time and his Minutes are a 
model of brevity and tact and he has always been able to 
keep me on the right track at meetings if I go wrong. 
Keith claims the work is not too onerous and he will be 
around to help see the new Hon. Sec. settled into the job. 
Under the Companies Act we must have a secretary, we 
cannot exist without one. 

I would like to thank everyone for the time and effort they 
put into all of the Society's projects but I do feel we need 
some new blood from somewhere to keep the Society going 
forward for another 40 years. 

Election of Directors 

Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 1999/2000 are:-

Chairman 

Deputy Chairman 

Hon Secretary 

Hon Treasurer 

Hon Editor 

Hon Recorder 

Ordinary 
Members 

Mrs E Dixon, 
21 Marlborough Drive, BELPER, 
Derbys, DE45 lLB 
Tel: O 1773 823020 

Dr J H Rieuwerts, 
2 Torwood Drive, Greenhill 
Village, SHEFFIELD, S8 7QZ 
Tel: 0114 2376988 

Vacant 

D Gough, 
26 Lodge Rd, Newthorpe, 
NOTTINGHAM, NG16 2AZ 
Tel: 01773 788052 

Dr T D Ford OBE, 
21 Elizabeth Drive, Oadby, 
LEICESTER, LE2 4RD 
Tel: 0116 2715265 

R Paulson, 
"Holt House", Holt Lane, Lea, 
MATLOCK, Derbys, DE4 5GQ 
Tel: 01629 534775 

Dr J Barnatt, 
21 The Front, Fairfield, 
BUXTON, Derbys, SK17 7EQ 

Dr I J Brown 
95 Manygates Lane, Sandal, 
WAKEFIELD, West Yorks, 
WF2 7DL 
Tel: 01924 257137 

M J Luff 
"The Coppins", Wash Lane, 
Ravenstone, COAL VILLE, 
Leics, LE67 2AZ 
Tel: 01530 810905 

EA Marsh, 
29 Whitely Wood Rd, 
SHEFFIELD, S 11 7FF 
Tel: 0114 230 1077 
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Any Other Business 

N J Potter, 4 Eastleigh Drive, 
Micklover, DERBY, DE3 5HZ 
Tel: O 1332 511355 

JR Thorpe, 
"The Old Bakehouse", 
Cobden Rd, MATLOCK, Derbys, 
DE4 3JR 
Tel: 01269 582521 

1. The Society Awards for 1999 were announced by Dr 
Trevor Ford OBE. They were:-

a. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to "The Howe Grove Team" 
for their work on Bradwell Moor. 

b . The Peak Mines Award was made to Lindsey 
Porter and Len Kirkham for their "Ore Dressing in the 
Manifold Valley" in Mining History Vol 13 Part 6. 

2. Trevor Ford spoke of his plan to give up-the post as 
Hon Editor in the near future. Lynn Willies offered to take 
on this position. He said that after shedding various 
commitments he was in a position to take on the duties 
under the watchful eye of the elected Hon Editor, Trevor 
Ford, thus allowing Trevor to formally step down at the 
next AGM. 

We owe a huge debt to Trevor Ford for being Hon Editor 
of the Society for the last 35 years and setting such a high 
standard for Society publications. 

3. Trevor Ford introduced new publications that are 
currently in the various stages of production. These are:-

a . The latest version of the "Red Book", first 
published 31 years ago, is almost complete. An appeal 
was made for good quality colour slides to illustrate this 
book; details to the Hon Editor please. 

b. "Derbyshire Blue John" an illustrated 
publication by Trvor Ford is currently being printed. 

c . "The Copper & Lead Mines around the 
Manifold Valley" by Lindsey Porter & John Robey is in 
preparation. 

4. The NAMHO backed book "Peak District Mining and 
Quarrying" by Lynn Willies and Harry Parker has almost 
sold out its first print run. It will be reprinted in Spring 
2000. 

SPECIAL NOTICE - At the Directors Meeting that 
followed the AGM, the matter of the Hon Secretary was 
resolved. John Thorpe, who is already a Director, was 
persuaded to take on the post of Hon Secretary for the 

coming year with assistance from Keith Gregory. 
Wes Taylor 

ANNUAL DINNER 

The Thirty Ninth Annual Dinner of the Society was held at 
Jackson Tor House, Matlock on 20 November 1999. The 
dinner was attended by more members than previous 
years. which was very gratifying for the organisers and 
generated a warmer atmosphere. 

The Chairman, Mrs Evelyn Dixon, proposed Toasts to 
"The Lord of the Field" and to "The Society". 

Mr Tony Holmes ofWirksworth gave an excellent slide 
presentation on "Matlock Bath in the 20th Century" . 
Wes Taylor 

SOCIETY MEETS 

1. ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE MINE, 
ASHFORD-IN-THE-WATER, DERBYS 

FRIDAY 25 February 2000 
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Leader: Paul Chandler 

This is an evening meet in association with the Masson 
Cave Group and is subject to confirmation. 

It is a dry and easy trip- with walking size passages. The 
size of the party is limited. For further information and to 
book your place, please contact Paul Chandler, tel: 01246 
20773 (evenings only). 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dudley Limestone Mines - Mining History Vol 14. No I 

I was delighted with this publication. It was so lovely to 
read about Dudley Caverns again and Steve Powell has 
done a wonderful job. I was a little disappointed, 
however, that there was no references to the "Mercian 
Geologist Nol, Vol I, 1964" or Dr WAS Sarjeant. 

I was the first secretary of the Dudley Canal Tunnel 
Preservation Society and on the 21 February 1964, when 
our Society was only 7 weeks old, I rec;:eived a letter of 
support and a request for a trip through the Canal Tunnel 
and Dudley Caverns from Dr Sarjeant. This visit took 
place on Sunday 8 March 1964 and our president, Dr 
John Fletcher, and myself met 80 members of the East 
Midlands Geological Society, 20 members of PDMHS, 3 
members from Swinnerton Geological Society plus others 



from Nottingham University - Adult Education Dept. Dr 
Sarjeant's full report of the trip was printed in "The 
Mercian Geologist Vol 1 Nol 1964". The credibility of 
this support was a major factor in saving the canal tunnel 
from being filled in at its northern portal by British Rail. 

During 1964 we took many thousands of visitors through 
"Singer" and "144" Caverns . These trips were a major 
tourist attraction but we stopped doing them when we 
became a Registered Charity and concentrated our efforts 
on the Canal and Tunnels. We kept most visitors out of 
Flooded Mine because it had a 12ft Calcite Straw, 
rimstone pools and cave pearls. 

In 1964 the Police Diving Club dived both side shafts in 
"Singer". They found that both shafts were lOOft deep 
and led to vast flooded caverns. In "Little Tess" you could 
see that the bottom invert of the canal had collapsed and 
the bright green water of the Lower Levels was visible. 
You could climb out to the surface from "Little Tess". 
The squeeze into "144" (Dark Cavern) was called "The 
Letter Box" and you had to "post yourself " along the 
slide. 

We called the Terminus of the Tub Boat Canal in "Mud 
Hole" the "Conference Room". This was where we 
brought visitors see the 5in long blind fish and we never 
thought that this joined up to East Castle Mine. We 
thought that we were right up against the Oxford, 
Worcester and Wolverhampton (OWW) Railway Line at 
the 473ft canal and watertable level and if the canal went 
under the railway line, it would come out to surface near 
the Lime Kilns and a branch of the Lord Wards Canal. 
This could have been the main route way out of the mine 
as the Dudley Canal was worked by a time interval system 
and this would have severely held up production from the 
mine. East Castle mines were below the water table and 
the main entrances were near the old miners cottages 
(demolished in 1965). I attach a slightly different map of 
flooded mine 
Richard Amott 

BOOK REVIEWS 

1. "Classical Landforms of the White Peak" (ISBN 1 
899085 60 2) and 2. "Classical Landforn1s of the Dark 
Peak LASSICAL LANDFORMS OF THE DARK 
PEAK" (ISBN l 899085 61 0) by R Dalton, H Fox & P 
Jones ( 1999). Published by the Geographical Association, 
160 Solly St., Sheffield SI 4BF. Each 52pp. £8 .95 to 
non-members. 
3. "The Peak District" by F W Cope, (Geologists 
Association Guide No 26) (ISBN 0 900717 11 4) · 
published by the Geologists Association, Burlington 
House, Piccadilly, London WIV 9AG. 78 pp. £13 .00. 

These three rather expensive booklets complement each 
other in providing a geological and geomorphological 
background to the Peak District Mining Field. None has 
much to say about mining itself, but they are well worth 
reading to understand the geological environment in which 
the mineral veins lie. All three are in fact updated versions 
of much older guides by the same authors. Dalton, Fox & 
Jones' WHITE PEAK looks at the form of the limestone 
plateau itself, the dales and gorges, dry valleys, the 
Brassington sand pocket deposits and their former extent, 
the limited effects of glaciation, the periglacial loessic 
soils, and makes a few comments on the cave systems and 
the underground drainage. Wisely, perhaps, the authors 
have made little attempt to correlate the features with the 
series of glacial and interglacial episodes of the Pleistocene 
period as the effects are far from clear in the Peak District. 
There is a short bibliography but, surprisingly, the authors 
have made no reference to Tony Waltham et al's "Karst & 
Caves of Great Britain" (published by Chapman & Hall in 
1997) or to your reviewer's "Evolution of the Derwent 
Gorge at Matlock" (published in Cave & Karst Science in 
the same year). Some diagrams have been "borrowed" 
from your reviewer for these publications. 
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Dalton et al's DARK PEAK describes the Millstone Grit 
moorlands and dales surrounding the White Peak, 
including the Roaches, Edale and Kinderscout, the eastern 
moors, the Ashover inlier, and particularly the gritstone 
tors which cap so many hills . Whilst the Millstone Grit 
country has little connection with mineral mining, there 
was widespread small-scale coal mining but it is ignored. 
Both booklets have good coloured maps but some of the 
colour photographs are rather dark. 

Professor Cope's PEAK DISTRICT reflects the author's 
longstanding interest in the stratigraphy of the limestone 
beds and their correlation from dale to dale. He uses local 
stratigraphic names for the limestone formations, in 
contrast to the "official" British Geological Survey's maps 
and memoirs. Without a correlation table the reader may 
sometimes get a little lost but the disposition of the 
stratigraphic units is concisely described in each dale. Prof 
Cope has little to say on mines or mineralization: the only 
diagram relevant to mines is a sketch of the Magpie Mine 
buildings. Comments are provided on the main Millstone 
Grit features. Itineraries are given for the Wye Valley, 
Castleton (partly duplicating your reviewer's Geol. Assoc. 
guide to Castleton 1996), Dovedale, the Manifold Valley, 
Eyam and Stony Middleton, Matlock, Edale, the Roaches 
and the Goyt Valley. However, some of the directions for 
several localities are vague and difficult to follow. The 
black and white maps are sometimes geological outlines 
but others are simply line sketches of roads etc with 
localities marked. Dovedale's gorge did not merit either! 
Surprisingly, there is no itinerary for the Wirksworth area 
where the limestone "reef knolls" are so well displayed in 
the old quarries around the National Stone Centre. Nor is 
there an itinerary for the Brassington area with its 
dolomite crags and tors. The guide includes a 



bibliography, but the illustrations inside are entirely line 
drawings. The front cover photo is rather dark and 
gloomy. 
Trevor Ford 

4. "Rhosvvd - A Personal View" by Jean Napier. 
Published (1999) by Gwasg Carreg Gwalch, Llanrwst . 
55pp, softback, ISBN 0 86381470 0, Cost £8 .95. 

This book consists of twenty nine modern black and white 
photographs, plus one archive photograph of a group of 
quarrymen. There is also a location plan of the mine. 
Most of the photographs are captioned by extracts from 
the Poem "Old Boys of Rhosyyd" which was written in 
1930 by Richard Owen. The location of the photographic 
sites are listed at the back of the book but no technical 
details are given. 

The section titled "A Little Bit of History" is very small 
and is restricted to a brief account of the life of the miners 
and nothing about the mine itself. 

The book is an excellent example of a photographer's 
portfolio of artistic pictures but is of limited use to a 
mining historian 
Wes Taylor 

5. "The Slate Regions of North and Mid Wales and their 
Railways" by Alun John Richards. Published (1999) by 
Gwasg Carreg Gwalch, Llanrwst. 279pp, 27 photos, 2 
diagrams, 21 maps and 1 sketch, softback, ISBN 0 86381 
5552 9. Cost £7.50 

This book is primarily a reference book of the slate 
workings in North and Mid Wales with added details of 
the railways which were associated with specific quarries 
or regions. There are descriptions, complete with National 
Grid references, of 627 slate quarries. The workings 
described range from large well known quarries, eg 
Penrhyn, to small trial excavations. 

The area is split into 17 regions. For each region there is a 
general description and a description on how the slate was 
transported from the quarries. Each quarry in the region is 
then listed with a description of the quarry and details of 
the current remains on each site. 

The book also contains an Index of all of the quarries (by 
name, grid reference and region), a Selected Published 
Bibliography (71 references) and a Glossary of Terms (65 
words). 

The amount of detail in the book is unbelievable. To 
obtain this detail it is obvious that every site has beeh 
visited and studied. It is Alun Richards' s tenacity and 
attention to detail which has made this book possible. To 

me, this is the "bible" of slate quarrying in North and Mid 
Wales. 
Wes Taylor 

125 YEARS OF MINING EDUCATION AT LEEDS 

October 1999 marks 125 years of mining education at the 
University of Leeds. The first student to enrol at the 
Yorkshire College of Science when it opened it's doors on 
26 October 1874 was Shadrach Stephenson, a local 
mining student. Forty eight hours later a second student 
enrolled. The first Professor was A H Green who was 
appointed Professor of Geology and Mining in 1874. 
Arnold Lupton was appointed as "Instructor in Mining" 
and in 1885 he became the first Proffesor of Mining 
without any responsibilities for geology. Professor P 
Doud is the present (and 15th) holder of the title. In 1904 
the college became, by Royal Charter, the University of 
Leeds. The Department of Mining and Mineral 
Engineering still flourishes with an intake of 50-60 
undergraduates each year on 3 and 4 year courses, plus 
post graduates etc. 

A series of events to commerate the I 25th Anniversary 
were held during November 1999. These included an 
Open Day, a special dinner, special lectures and an 
historical exhibition (mainly documents). A special edition 
of the Leeds University Mining Association (LUMA) 
Journal is to be published. This Journal has been 
published almost annually since the l 920's when it was 
called the Leeds University Mining Society Journal. Both 
the University and the National Coal Mining Museum 
would be interested to hear of anyone who has a back 
issue of this Journal as neither organisation have a 
complete set of the publication. 
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Ivor Brown 

NOTES FROM THE PEAK DISTRICT MINING 
MUSEUM 

I . Sale of Museum Books 

There is an increase in the number of members expecting 
discounts when purchasing books. I wish to make it clear 
that no discount is offered to members when making 
purchases at the Museum Shop. Members are always 
welcome at the Museum where they can take advantage of 
free admission, together with a cup of tea or coffee. 

Discounts may be applied from time to time on selected 
publications for commercial reasons. These discounts will 
apply to all customers. 



2. Access to Owlett Hole for Members 

We advise all members that keys for this mine will not be 
lent out unless by prior arrangement which must be made 
at least seven days in advance of the intended visit. We 
shall require sight of your Membership Card and names 
and addresses of all persons in the party - this is for your 
own security and safety as well as ours. All bookings are 
to be made via the Mining Museum, tel:- 01629 583834. 

3. Access to Y oulds Level 

We are endeavouring to make arrangements with the 
Derbyshire Caving Club for access to Youlds Level. 
When this has been finalised we will issue a further notice 
in the News Letter. As the key is held at the Museum, we 
are concerned that it is only loaned to members of bone
fide caving or mining societies. 

4. Voluntary Staffing at the Museum 

MEMBERS 

·vouR 
MUllUM NllPi YOU 

We propose to reinstate a volunteer rota to man the 
Museum with a full time member of staff at the weekends. 
Duties will range from informal chats with visitors to tea 
and coffee making. In fact, a pleasant way to spend a few 
spare hours at the weekend. It will give Members the 
chance to be more actively involved in the running of the 
Museum. Anyone interested? Please don't hesitate to 
contact Maxine at the Museum, tel: 01629 583834. 
Robin Hall 

NOTES FROM THE HON SECRETARY 

We are looking for a manager for Temple Mine. This is a 
statutory duty but does not require any qualifications or 

even experience. Lynn Willies has carried out the job for 
many years but, as part of his present load-shedding 
excercise, he wishes to stand down. The ideal person 
would live reasonably local to Matlock Bath and be able to 
call in every few weeks to make sure that all is well. The 
move and installation of the Ashover Fluorspar plant is not 
part of the job as there is a separate Project Leader for this 
project. Liaison with Robin Hall and the staff at the 
Mining Museum is essential. I am sure Lynn would be 
happy to answer any questions regarding the duties . 

The "Barmote Event" was again held at Magpie Mine last 
October. This event is a substitute for the formal October 
Wirksworth Barmote Court meeting. The Court has not 
met in October for several years and this is a matter of 
some regret to the Society. Jurymen and representatives of 
local mineral operations were invited to join Officers of 
PDMHS to partake of traditional fare. The attendance 
was gratifying and the organisation was, once again, 
superb. It has been decided that next year invitations will 
be extended to all members of the Society, but the number 
of places will be limited. Details will appear in the July 
Newsletter. 
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The Mill Close edition of Mining History will be the next 
but one published. As this will be the definitive account of 
this famous mine, it was decided that a few inconsistencies 
should be resolved before publication. 

National Science Week next year is from 17 - 26 March 
2000. If a programme of events can be assembled before 
Christmas we could participate; several members are 
following up this proposal. 

The Heritage Weekend, which is held each September, 
would be a valuable shop window for our activities. Wes 
Taylor is to investigate the implications of opening one of 
our sites to the public as part of the Heritage Weekend 
programme. 

The Hon Recorder, Roy Paulson, is in the process of 
changing the Library. Access arrangements will be split 
between two sites in the Matlock area. It is hoped this 
does not cause inconvenience but the security of the items 
is of highest concern. A list of deposited material and its 
location will be published as soon as possible. 

Discussions continue with Derbyshire Dales District 
Council on terms and conditions for occupancy of the 
Pavilion at Matlock Bath by the Peak District Mining 
Museum. 

A review of the way we welcome new members to the 
Society is in hand. It is believed that we are not very 
member-friendly after we receive the first communication 
from them. 
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A new member, Mr Edgar Bergstein, has offered to supply 
information on the German mining industry. He is also a 
member of the "Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Industriekultur" 
(German Society of Industrial Culture) and travels to 
industrial areas in other countries. His address is:
Goebenstrasse 55, D-32423, Minden, Germany 
keith Gregory 

DERBYSHIRE' S OLDEST LEAD MINE 
DRAINAGE ENGINE? 

An undated, but cl633, document in the Wolley 
manuscripts [6678, f 144] refers to a mine at "Ashburye 
Croftes", where Sir Francis Willoughby had erected an 
"Engine" worked by 16 horses. Except for noting that the 
mine was situated within the Wapentake ofWirksworth, 
no precise location is given. On several occasions Roger 
Flindall and I have discussed this enigmatic mine and its 
engine; we presumed it was working more or less at the 
time that the document was written and therefore was 
contemporary with similar engines installed at Tearsall, 
Dovegang Barley Flatts and Raventorre groves. Roger 
always felt that Ashbury Crofts Grove must have been 
situated somewhere within Matlock Liberty. 

Sometime later, he discovered that Sir Francis Willoughby 
had died in 1596 and therefore the engine must have been 
considerably older than we had first imagined. I made a 
hurried examination of the calendar of the Willoughby 
manuscripts held at Nottingham University, but could find 
no obvious relation to any lead mining activities, let alone 
a specific mine. 

The next clue was located in the Public Record Office. A 
lengthy document, dating from 1633, relating to the 
payment of Lot and Cope, contained a deposition by one 
George Knowles of Matlock. He stated that fifty two 
years previously he had worked for four years under Sir 
Francis Willoughby at:-

"a grove or myne in the Wapentake called Ashburie 
Croftes - - much hindered and troubled by water - -
Wil/oughbie - did cause an Engine to be made for the 
Drawinge out of the Water and maintained Sixteene 
horses to draw the foul water [DL 4, 85/58] 

This reference dates the installation of the engine to a date 
possibly before 1577 and definitely by 1581 . Presumably 
the engine was a horse-gin working either rag and chain 
pumps, or lifting large water barrels. The inference being 
that four sets, each of four hGrses, worked six hour shifts 
around the clock. 

During my last visit to the PRO, a further piece of the 
jigsaw emerged. There exists a very voluminous collection 
of documents relating to the disputes about payment of 
Tithe ore that took place in Matlock Liberty during the 
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1670's. One of the deponants, a Bonsall miner named 
James Clarke, stated that about 1634 - 1635, he had a 
share of a grove in 'Asbury Crofte' situated in Matlock. 

So we now know that this engine was sited at a mine 
somewhere in Matlock Liberty, and it must have been a 
large piece of equipment. The date of its installation was 
only twenty five years, or perhaps less, after the 
publication of Agricola' s De Re Metallica. 

The mine and engine is thus of great importance in the 
history and technological development of Derbyshire lead 
mining. We need to know the location of Ashbury Croft; 
perhaps it is mentioned in the Matlock Manor Court 
Books held at the Derbyshire Record Office? Cameron in 
his monumental 'Place Names of Derbyshire' cited a 
reference from the Duchy of Lancaster documents, to 
Astbury Lane in Matlock in 1522 - maybe it should have 
been Ashbury Lane? 

If anyone has any information they think may be useful, 
please contact either Roger Flindall or myself, we would 
be delighted to hear from you. 
Dr Jim Rieuwerts 

COAL AUTHORITY MEETING 

Footnote to the article in the last edition of the Newsletter: 
No member of the public attended the "open" AGM of the 
Coal Authority in Leeds last September. Perhaps the 
possibility of being charged £7.95 for admission plus 
£3. 00 for car parking had put them off attending - or 
perhaps it was due to the fact that the meeting was held on 
the 13 September, not the 14 September as had been stated 
in the notice in "Newscene". 

The meeting that was held on 14 September was for 
representatives of public bodies, local authorities and 
contractors . 
Ivor Brown 

BEWARE WHEN OPENING OLD WORKINGS 

When miners at the Sextet Mining Co's mine in 
Madisonville, Kentucky, broke through into old mine 
workings in July 1999 the large volume of water released 
flooded the mine and the 150 miners had to be laid off. 
But this was not the end of the problem as the sudden 
release of the water from the old workings created a 
vacuum and instant subsidence damage occurred in the 
town above due to cave-ins and sink holes caused by this 
vacuum. 
Ivor Brown 



ROYLEDGE MINE. STAFFORDSHIRE 
MOORLANDS- November 1999 

This meet was very poorly attended with only three 
members and two guests present. Royledge Mine is 
unique in that it is the only small copper mine which is 
currently accessible in the Staffordshire Moorlands. 

The party entered the mine via the drainage sough in which 
the water level was low. The sough also connected with 
the New York Mine but the connection to these workings 
has not yet been established. At the inbye end of the sough 
a flooded stope is visible, together with the unstable 
ground where three mineral veins meet. This point is also 
the boundary between Royledge and New York mines. 

It was back towards the entrance and up the ladder to the 
upper workings of the mine. These are the accessible 
workings and the mineral veins, some flat and some 
inclined, are visible. The copper ore is disseminated 
through the calcite and other minerals. The artefacts 
remaining in the mine include wooden rising mains, 
candles in clay stuck to the walls, a water bottle, straw 
fuses and a wooden wheelbarrow loaded with the last load 
of ore in the late 1850' s and which is still in excellent 
condition. 

All too soon it was time to leave this wet, grovelling and 
muddy time warp and return to the surface. The few 
members who made the effort to visit this small copper 
mine had a very satisfying trip and thanks go to the 
organisers and leaders for _giving the members.the chance 
to visit this unique mine. Thanks are also given to Mr T 
Buxton, the land and mineral owner, for giving us 
permission to take a party of visitors into the mine. 
Wes Taylor 

MINING REMAINS AROUND CAPHOUSE 
COLLIERY AND MONKTON COKING PLANT -
November 1999 

A group of 12 members met at Cap house Colliery, 
Wakefield, for a walk around some of the local mining 
sites. Most of the sites visited were situated on the two 
local railway networks, either the 18th Century system of 
tramways which went in a north easterly direction to the 
canal, or the 19th Century standard gauge system which 
went in a south easterly direction to the canal and main 
railway line. 

As we walked upwards towards New Hall Lane, the 
surviving headframes on the Caphouse Sough at Caphouse 
Colliery and Hope Pit were observed as well as the Old 
Inmam Shaft Pumping House. The old tramway routes on 
New Hill Lane became obvious, including the surviving 

tunnel (a world first?), a stone arched tramway viaduct 
(another world first?) together with the routes across the 
fields. 

New Hall Lane is part of the 19th Century standard gauge 
railway system which was worked from the 1850's to the 
1940's. This railway had four steam powered rope hauled 
inclines, two tunnels and two zig-zags (or back shunts) 
and over five miles of track. The long incline down to the 
now closed (1980's) Denby Dale Colliery (now a sawmill 
and garden centre) passed the remains of the 18th Century 
very impressive pumping house. The third incline and the 
summit engine house position were also pointed out before 
returning to Caphouse for lunch. 

After lunch the party set off to the Monkton Coke Works 
at Royston. En route we stopped to examine stone sleeper 
blocks from the tramway which are now incorporated into 
a wall. We also stopped near the eastern end of the 
Caphouse Railway where the rails at a road crossing are 
still in situ with the remains of the staithes on the canal 
closeby. The last stop was at the site of the Wooley Moor 
Colliery (closed in the 1940's) and from which the 
concrete headgear has recently been removed. This 
colliery had been worked by prisoners of war, thought to 
be Italian, who lived in the adjacent camp which is now a 
chicken farm. 

The Monkton Coke and Chemical Co Ltd, now part of 
RJB Mining, is the only cokeworks of its type remaining in 
production in the UK. It is celebrating 125 years of 
business this year and there was to be a celebration of this 
event on the day following our visit. Consequently we 
were fortunate enough to see a display of photos, 
memorabilia, account and minute books etc that had been 
set out for the celebration. 
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This company, together with its associated colliery, once 
employed over 4000 men. The Monkton Colliery closed in 
the l 980's but the Koepe Winding Tower has only 
recently been removed. Some colliery buildings still 
remain on the site. Nowadays the surviving coke works 
and the recently installed Combined Heat & Power Plant 
employs only 150 men. The adjacent Royston Drift Mine 
was opened in the 1970's but was closed in 1989. All the 
coal used in the coke ovens now comes by road from 
Maltby Colliery. 

The party was given a fascinating tour of the coking, 
chemical and CHP plant. We had the opportunity to climb 
to the top of the coal input conveyor towers, to have a 
close up of the oven filling operations on the top of the 
ovens and to see the spectacular emptying of the ovens. 

Some members then opted to visit the remote Wintersett 
Pumping Engine House remains. The 50 inch Cornish 



engine was built by Harveys of Cornwall in 1862. It was 
brought to this site from Tremanheare Tin Mine in 1874. 
The engine worked at Wintersett witil about 1950 and it 
was scarred in 1960. When the engine was installed at 
Wintersett it was converted from a low volume-high rise 
pump to a high volume-low rise pump. It was used to 
raise water from a low resel"Voir to a canal level reservoir 
that was used to feed the heavily locked canal in this hilly 
area. 

It became very clear on this meet that the considerable 
mining remains in this area are being removed and that 
very little is being done to record the~ let alone preserve 
them. 
JJBrown 

LEAD PIGS IN AUSTRALIA 

Dave Penney recently visited the Ben Cropp Shipwreck 
Museum at Port Douglas, Queensland, Australia where, to 
his surprise, he found that they had three lead pigs. 

NAMHO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE -
TRURO, CORNWALL, JULY 2000 

The conference will be based at the prestigious Truro 
School which has a long history and has facilities which 
includes its own chapel, large sports hall, lots of growids 
with plenty of parking and a swimming pool that will be 
available to delegates. There will be bedrooms, camping 
and caravan pitches available on site together with a range 
of meals. The School is only a 10 minutes walk from the 
heart of the city. There is alternative accommodation in 
the city for those who do not wish to stay on site. 

The lecture programme will include speakers from France, 
Eire, USA, Argentina, Holland and Wales and we are 
waiting to firm up with Portugal, Spain and possibly 
South Africa. Of course there will be speakers both from 
Cornwall and other parts of England. 

The topics will include items on coal mines, Neolithic 
mining, ministerial policy, access problems from the 
landowners viewpoint, courtesy of the Duchy of Cornwall, 
engine restoration and the displaying of artefacts. In 

addition there will be social events, 
legitimate widergrowid and surface 
excursions. There will also b'e the 
opportunity to visit behind the scenes 
at Camborne School of Mines. 

The big difference from previous 
NAMHO conferences will be the 
length of conference. 

The opening address is at 14.00 on 
Friday 14th and this will be followed 
by 2 speakers . In the evening there 

Lead pig at Ben Cropp Shipwreck Museum, Queensland, Australia 
Photo by Dave Penny 

will be a free buffet/reception hosted 
by Cornwall Cowity Council at Cowity 
Hall and where the Cornwall Cowity 
Records Office will be putting on a 
display. During the evening there will 
be another lecture at Cowity Hall. On 

These pigs had been collected from the wreck of the 
"Charles Eaten" which had been lost in 1842. The ship 
had fowidered on the Great Detached Reef on the Great 
Barrier Reef. The pigs were part of the cargo being 
carried by the vessel. One of the pigs were marked "W 
Blackett" and was rowid ended; the other two were 
marked "Mt Hurst+" and were square ended. 

Dave would appreciate any further information on the 
origin and destination of these pigs. If anyone can help 
would they please contact Dave Penney, 8 High Street, 
New Whittington, CHESTERFIELD, Derbys, S43 2DX. 
Tel: 01246 451491 
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the Saturday, apart from lectures and 
trips there will be an evening river trip to Falmouth. 
Sunday has a similar format but in the evening there will 
be the Conference Dinner followed by a concert given by 
the Holman Climax Choir. Monday has a full day 
programme with the formal closing of the conference at 
about 17.30. In the evening there will be meals available 
for those who are staying for further excursions on 
Tuesday. We have arranged a number of deals with local 
tourist attractions and some conference specials. We hope 
that potential delegates will contact us quickly as we are 
sure that they will want to take part in this unique 
international event and there is a strong possibility that we 
will have to limit numbers. 

We look forward to meeting you in Cornwall in July. 



Full details and booking forms are now available from:
Lawrence Holmes, Rivergarth, Malpas, Truro, Cornwall, 
TRI ISS. Tel: 01872 278234. 
E Mail: NAMHO@csm.ex.ac.uk 

HOLME BANK CHERT MINE 

The Planning Consent for the development of Holme Bank 
Chert Mine as a Visitor Attraction in 1995 was recently 
offered for sale by Formal Tender. There are a number of 
potential purchasers interested in acquiring this Consent. 

MALCOLM NEWTON 1957-1999 

Malcolm Newton, a member of SC&MC and Shropshire 
Mines Trust passed away on 12 November 1999 after 
loosing a long battle against cancer. Malcolm was well 
known for his drawings and paintings of engine houses, 
other mine buildings and industrial scenes. His trade mark 
was two flying seagulls which he incorporated into his 
drawings. 

NOT IN THE GUINNESS BOOK OF RECORDS 

A recent report from the International Labour Office states 
that:-

1. In 1998 there were 40 deaths/million tons of coal mined 
at the small mines in the Ballochistan Province, Pakistan. 
(This compares with the "~rrible" 1950's in the UK when 
the rate was less that 2 deaths/million tons.) 

2. The highest average annual death rate for a single mine 
was at a tin mine in Bob via where nearly I% of the 
workforce were killed per year. 
Eng & Mining Journal, July 1999 

MORE FRENCH WARTIME SITES 

Further to my letter on underground war sites in France 
that was published in the April Newsletter, the 
reconstruction of a museum at the Caveme du Dragon on 
the Chemin des Dames near Soisson was completed early 
in 1999, and is now open. 

The Caveme was originally a limestone mine, and 
provided the stone for the cathedrals at Soisson, Laon and 
Reims. Over the centuries about 4km oflarge tunnels were 
created, all showing the marks of the hand-pick. The 
military connection came in WW 1, when the Caverne 
provided an underground refuge from the Aisne battle field 
and was occupied by both the French and the German 
forces, often at the same time (according to some stories, 
French colonial troops fought naked so that they could tell 

friend from foe in the darkness!). Inevitably, they 
modified parts of it to create defensive barriers, but much 
is still as the 'veil homme' left it. 

Today about lkm of tunnels are included in a guided tour 
(English is spoken by the guides), and these are decked out 
with wooden walkways and military exhibits. Along the 
route, much of the roof has been reinforced with new 
wooden pit props, giving off a wonderful scent of pitch 
pine. It is a worthwhile visit both from the mining and the 
military history viewpoints, but I personally preferred it in 
its previous state, when a French speaking guide who lived 
by the entrance would show you a small museum and short 
film before giving you a torch and leading you around the 
dark passages. 

Another site that I managed to visit this year after several 
failed earlier attempts was the Fort de Fermont near 
Longuyon. This is one of the largest Maginot Line forts 
constructed to defend the Franco-German border between 
the world wars, and is now owned by the Association des 
Amis de l'Ouvrage de Fermont et de la Ligne Maginot, 
which runs public tours of the site daily during the summer 
months and on Fridays and Saturdays in the early autumn. 
The tours start in the personnel entrance where the 
garrison of 600 entered and left the complex. This looks 
like any other concrete blockhouse, and the first surprise is 
to learn that in addition to the expected barracks, guns and 
ammunition magazines, the fort beyond it contains some 
7km of galleries, a power station and a railway. 

A lift built to carry 5 ton locomotives takes visitors slowly 
down to 30m below the surface, where a lkm train ride 
takes them to the main fortifications. These comprise 
seven blockhouses with armaments ranging from twin 
machine guns to twin 75mm guns mounted in retractable 
turrets. At blockhouse No.4 another lift returns visitors 
almost to the surface, where the superstructure and guns 
can be viewed from inside and out, more or less as they 
were in the war. Outside, one can see the land commanded 
by the fort and operate the controls that still raise and 
lower one of the turrets; damage from the German assault 
in 1940 scars the concrete. 

The guides are French speaking, but at various points 
around the site, a recorded commentary can be played in 
English or German for those who can't follow the guide's 
description. 

Another category of French forts with mining interest that 
I visited for the first time this year are the Vauban forts. 
These were built in the 17th century, again to defend the 
north-eastern French border. They were constructed on 
natural rocky outcrops, with garrisons and fortified towns 
built within and under them. The examples at Bitche and 
Montmedy are open to the public, and provide excellent 
but very different visits. At Bitche the site is quite 
developed as a tourist attraction, with visitors wearing 
headsets that pick up commentaries in several languages at 
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various points amongst the fortification's rooms and 
tunnels. At Montmedy, there are push-button commentary 
points, but the visit is much less structured. In both, the 
natural defences of the hills were cleverly enhanced by 
Vauban and his builders, providing a layout that is 
difficuh to attack and provides no cover for the assailants. 
Their effectiveness was proved at Bitche, which was the 
last French stronghold in Alsace-Lorraine to fall in the 
Franco-Prussian war. 

2. If people from Poland are called "Poles", why aren't 
people from Holland called "Holes"? 

3. If you take an Oriental person and spin horn round, 
does he become "disoriented"? 
Grosvenor Caving Club 

THE MOONLIGHTING VICE-CHAIRMAN 

I hope that these are of some interest to the other PD HMS Did you know that Jim Rieuwerts has a spare time job on 
members who visit France. the other side of the world? 
Steve Curr 

St AIDANS BOATS IN A COAL 
MINE 

As well as being the location for the 
preservation of a 50 year old monster 
walking dragline, the St Aidans 
Opencast Coal C Site has also provided 
archaeologists and industrial historians 
with the opportunity to practice their 
skills on the remains of eight river boats, 
a ferry crossing point, a 17th Century 
Lock, a watermill and a dry dock. None 
of the investigations would have been 
likely had it not been for the flooding of 
the opencast coal site in 1988. "It's only my weekend interest. Honest!" 

The rescue dig for the artefacts located 
in the old river bed has now been 
described in some detail in the journal Current 
Archaeology No.163 Vol. XIV No 7, June 1999 by John 
Buglass and the colour illustrations used with it are quite 
fantastic. 

One of the boats excavated was found to have a cargo of 
coal as well as articles of everyday use that were probably 
used by the crew. The timbers of the keel of this 18th 
Century boat were more or less complete and when 
cleared, provided a real photographic opportunity. Today 
the coal from this site is transported by boat via a modem 
staithe but now, rather than going to Leeds, the coal is 
transported in the opposite direction to power stations. 
This article and journal is well produced and infom1ative. 
It is worth getting as other mining history subjects are also 
addressed by this publication. 

The journal is available from "Current Archaeology" 9 
Nassington Road, London, NW3 2TX and costs £15 for 6 
issues. 
DrIJBrown 

OFF BEAT PUNS 

1. If a pig loses its voice, is it "disgruntled"? 

Phopto by Dave Penney 

It is no wonder that you can never get hold of Jim. Here 
he is, as large as life outside Hastings Cave in Tasmania 
doing a bit of cave guiding. Not bad for a weekend job! 

I do not know the name of the guide, I dare not ask him in 
case it was Jim, but I was so struck by the resemblance 
that I just had to take a photo. 
Dave Penney 

WELSH SLATE QUARRY NOTES 

Pen-yr-Orsedd Quarry - This quarry was closed by 
McAlpines shortly after purchase and there has been much 
vandalisim to the old building remains. Two of the Blondin 
towers have "fallen" over leaving only one intact. 

Maenofferen Quarry - Underground working has ceased at 
present - I have heard that it has possibly been abandoned 
totally with the workforce moving over to the Llechwedd 
operation. The Office on Maenofferen ''Office Level" has 
been razed to the ground. It was thought that historical 
papers were kept/dumped in the loft of this building but if 
they were there we have no idea if they were saved. 

Gloddfa Gano! This site closed last year as a tourist 
attraction and work has commenced on "open topping" the 
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old Hollands Level Fawr, this was the site of the 
underground tourist route. McAlpines bought the site and 
are engaged on robbing the pillars for good quality slate. 
There has also been a major find in the area as substantial 
remains of a weighbridge mechanism, thought to be dated 
from the 1840/1850's has been uncovered. Believed to 
have been tipped over early on, it is made from a number 
of wooden parts instead of iron. 

Glanrafon Quarry - The ravages of the Welsh climate are 
not dealing kindly to the two-storey barracks. On a recent 
visit (9.9.1999) more of the structure had fallen. The 
somewhat unique end on bay window is still surviving. 

Aberllefenni Quarry - The water balance table on the face 
of the Foel Grochan incline sited between levels 7 and 8 
has been taken down being considered unsafe. 

Talysarn Quarry - On a recent Archaeological Survey of 
the quarry a boiler was unearthed amidst slate waste. On 
further inspection it was found to be off of a locomotive 
and carried the name "Margaret". (August 1999) 

Rhosydd Quarry - Subsequent to a major fall in 
August/September '98 it appears that a further, albeit 
smaller fall, has taken place. The area around is heavily 
cracked and very obviously dangerous with further falls 
expected. The falls are close to Floor 2 adit. 

Ty Mawr East Quarry - Just a rather odd comment on this 
site, a local resident stated "There is more slate being 
taken in than being taken out" ! ! It would appear that 
parts of the site are being infilled. The original pits have 
already seen such action. 

Vivian Quarry - The V2 incline is now in operation and is 
part of the attractions offered at Gilfach Ddu, the Welsh 
Slate Museum. The old quarrymen's cottages of Fron Haul 
dismantled from Tan y Grisiau and re-erected in the back 
yard are now open to the public. Three of the cottages 
have been furnished from a different era, the fourth is 
being maintained as a "hands on" living history house for 
educational use. They have made a welcome addition to 
the site. (8. 9 .1999) 

Cook & Ddol Quarry - The two storey building on the 
lower level to the mill (thought to be a barracks) has seen 
a partial collapse. There also appears (and not noted on 
my previous visits) to be a waliau built within the southern 
room (6.9.1999) 

Dorothea Quarry - The diving centre at the quarry pit 
workings has closed after a short time in operation. It also 
appears that work on the first phase ofrestoration of the 
beam engine at the site is close to fruition. The first 
operation will be to remove asbestos from the cylinders. 

Alexandra Quarry - The stone circle that was sited on the 
infilled No I pit and built for a film scene appears to have 

been removed. (7.9.1999) 

Glynrhonwy Upper Quarry - Whilst visiting recently 
( 6. 9 .1999) it was noticed that a quite substantial fall of 
rock had taken place from the north face. The fall into the 
pit working is close to the old wooden bridge for those 
who know the site. 
John Knight 

MINING INTEREST STUDY TOURS 

The Atalaya Tours programme of tours for 2000 is now 
available. Tours have been arranged to Rio Tinto & 
Andalucia - Seville & the Iberian Pyrite Belt; Greece and 
Cyprus - major sites of the ancient Greek world; Northern 
Spain and Portugal - gold and metals in the Cordillera 
Cantabrica; Germany - silver mining centres of Saxony 
and the Hartz; Western Britain - the mines of SW England 
and Wales; Mexico -the silver mines of New Spain; and 
Peru - silver, copper and gold of the Andes. 

For further information regarding itineraries, dates and 
costs, please contact Atalaya Tours Ltd, Ceiniofa, Capel 
Dewi, Aberystwyth, SY23 3HR. Tel/Fax:- 01970 
828989. 

GEOLOGICAL FIELD TRIPS 

The Nottingham University School of Continuing 
Education is again organising a programme of Geological 
Field Trips in 2000 to South Devon, Isle of Skye and 
Abergavenny. A list of future field trip plans are also 
available. For further information please contact Sylvia 
Stevens, Special Programmes, School of Continuing 
Education, University of Nottingham, Jubilee Campus, 
Nottingham, NG8 lBB. 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 2000 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 1 March 2000. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The Pavilion, 

South P~rade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- 01629 583834. 

Web-Site:-http://info.exeter.ac.uk/-RBurt/MinHistNet 
The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without permission provided due acknowledgement is 
made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 
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