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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2 1May 2000 
14 - 18 July 2000 
30 Aug - 7 Sept 2000 
15 - 19 Sept 2000 
16 - 17 Sept 2000 

U/g Meet - Cheshire 
INTER national NAMHO Conf 
TICCIH - London 
Mining Conf - Croatia 
Heritage weekend - Derbyshire 

CORRECTION TO DIRECTOR'S DETAILS NEW MEMBERS 

Pagel 
Page 9 
Page I I 
Page 11 
Page 2 

The telephone number quoted for the Hon Secretary, John 
Thorpe, as shown in the January edition of the Newsletter 
was incorrect . 

The following have joined the Society during the current 
financial year. 

l11e correct number is :- 01629 582521 

SOCIETY MEETS 

l . Alderley Edge 

Sm1day 21May2000 

Organiser: L Kirkham by courtesy of Derbyshire Caving 
Club. 

TI1is is an easy/moderate grade trip. It is hoped to visit 
both Engine Vein and Cobalt Mines. 

The number of members attending this meet is restricted. 
Please contact Wes Taylor, tel : 01283 713315, for further 
details and to book your place. 

2. Ecton Mines 

The proposed meet into Ecton Mines has been cancelled 
due to the ongoing frustrations that are being experienced 
at Ecton in the absence of the mine owner. 
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DAMAGETOSCHEDULEDANOENT 
MONUMENT 

The Environmental Agency faces prosecution after its staff 
bulldozed and buried the remains of the 300 year old 
Rookhope Old Smeltmill in Weardale, Co Durham. The 
site, one of the best preserved examples of 18th Century 
lead mining in Britain, had been "Scheduled" by English 
Heritage in 1997. 

The Environmental Agency admits that it failed to get 
permission, as required by the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979, before the site was 
extensively damaged. 
Paul Sowan 

GLEBE MINES LTD 

Laporte PLC has sold the assets of Laporte Minerals to a 
Yorkshire-based Company, Land Regeneration 
Management Limited. This company was fanned a few 
years ago by people who had a long experience in the 
mining industry and who saw a future in the field of 
brown-site redevelopment. Now that their initial venture 
has proven a success, they have seen the opportw1ity to 
diversify into industrial minerals. 

Consequently, Glebe Mines Ltd, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Land Regeneration Management Ltd, are to 
continue the fom1er Laporte Minerals business of 
extracting and processing fluorspar, barytes and lead at 
Cavendish Mill. Unfortunately the previous workforce of 
115 could not be maintained, particularly in view of the 
proposed greatly reduced output and only 35 people are 
now employed. For the first year, they expect to produce 
approximately half the previous quantity of finished 
product. 

Despite the loss of the major contract for Cavendish 
fluorspar (which caused Laporte PLC to announce their 
withdrawa l) they have already obtained sufficient contracts 
to enable a sound start to be made to the new business, 
with an excellent chance to build up output after the first 
year of operation . 

Temporary casualties of this reduced operation are the two 
mines at Milldam and Watersaw. For this first year we 
shall not require any W1derground ore, so they are being 
placed on care and maintenance. 

However, as soon as the fluorspar demand rises, they will 
recommence mmmg. 
JD J.;lkins. Chief Surveyor. Glebe Mines Ltd 
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 

The Peak District Mining History Society is to take part in 
the Heritage Open Days 2000 in September. The Heritage 
Open Days are organised by the Civic Trust and over 2000 
buildings and sites in England are open to the public, free 
of charge, on 16 - l 7 September 2000. Heritage Open 
Days is an annual event which takes place in 46 countries 
across Europe. There are similar events in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland throughout September. 

It is the intention of the Society to open the Magpie Mine 
Site to the public and have regular guided tours around the 
surface. Refreshments will be available for the visitors. A 
selection of Society publications will be on sale. 

The objective of opening up Magpie Mine on these days is 
to show it off to the public in a constructive manner, to 
publicise the Society and, hopefully, recruit more 
members. 

For the event to be successful a number of members will be 
required to direct the car parking, receive the visitors, 
guide them roW1d the site, serve refreshments and staff the 
bookstall etc. If you care to help with this event, please 
contact Wes Taylor, tel: 0 1283 713315 as soon as 
possible. 
Wes Taylor 

YE OLDE POLLUTION! 

It is difficult to get good photographs of underground "ye 
aide pollution". 

A study of Swedish lake sediments has revealed that the 
blame for Europe's lead pollution lies as much 
with medieval metalworkers as with 20th-century 
polluters. 

Ingemar Renber and his colleagues at Umea University in 
Sweden identified periods of heavy lead pollution by 
measuring relative amounts of lead-206 and lead-207 in 
mud from four Swedish lakes. The ratio of these two 
isotopes has steadily declined over the years, enabling the 
researchers to date the deposits. The heaviest pollution 
tallied with the heyday of smelting in the Middle Ages, 
beginning about AD 960 and peaking at AD 1530. 

Renber and his colleagues conclude that half of Europe's 
existing lead pollution pre-dates the industrial revolution, 
and that today's anti-pollution laws are working well, 
turning back the clock (Environmental Science & 
Technology, vol 33, p 4391). "We are now probably below 
the 1530 level, and approaching 1200," he says. 
New Scientist 



MOVING THE LOAD 

When opencast mining contractor Fitzwise wanted to move 
a l 00 ton dump truck from Staveley to Rollingwood in 
Derbyshire, extreme measures were required. The contract 
to move this giant load was awarded to the Clay Cross 
company, Conarken Heavy Haulage. 

As featured in previous "notes", the Magpie Cottage 
Generator - recently overhauled - recently expired. At the 
time of writing, sterling work by John Peel has restored it 
to operational serviceability. Fingers crossed ... 
John Thorpe 

WOOLLEY COLLIERY 
OPENCAST AND NEARBY 
IRON SMELTING SITES 
VISIT 

Twelve members attended this 
visit. The site, just off Jilllc 38 of 
the MI , is now in Wakefield 's 
area of high landscape value but 
the area has seen extensive 
industrial activity in the past with 
no fewer than three collieries, 
employing 3000 men, being 
nationalised in 194 7 within a mile 
or so of the present Bretton 
Country Park Visitor Centre. 

Extensive coal mining began in the 
area with the coming of the 
railways when new mines were 

Photo by Derbyshire Times opened in the thick Barnsley Bed 

The three mile journey was completed in one and a half 
hours. 
Derbyshire Times 

HON SECRETARY'S NOTES 

The new edition of "Lead Mining in the Peak District" (the 
"Red Book") is about to go to press. This popular book, 
which has been out of print for a while, has many updates 
and revisions. 

By the time you read this Newsletter, a decision will have 
been made on the future of the Lancashire Mining Museum 
at Buile Hill Park. Closure has been threaten~d by the 
need for budget cuts following an overspend by Salford 
City Council. The Society has written to the council 
strongly urging that the educational and heritage value of 
the Museum should not be thrown away. 

At another Mining Museum - in Matlock Bath -
improvements are proceeding apace. The most visible 
changes are in the entrance lobby. Within the museum 
itself there are additional text and photographic displays. 
Behind the scenes, changes have been made to comply with 
the new Disabilities Discrimination Act and to recognise 
standards set by the East Midlands Museums Service for 
artefact storage and security. 
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at the foot of the steep Woolley 
Edge. Woolley Colliery was established in 1869 as a drift 
mine but in 191 2 two shafts were sunk to lower seams. 
The shaft section shows that the top of the 15ft thick 
Barnsley Beds were 40ft below the surface. 

Woolley Colliery expanded from 1912 and a third shaft 
was sunk in 1942 with a fourth being sunk in 1960 to 612 
yards . The latter shaft was located a mile away and was 
used for ventilation purposes. By 1969 there were about 
2000 men producing Im tons of coal per year. Output fell 
slowly illltil 1979 when a major concentration scheme was 
adopted and which cost £300m. This involved connecting 
six collieries underground and a seventh, North Gawber, 
was connected by driving a surface drift from Woolley 
Colliery yard. A massive Coal Preparation Plant was 
built at Woolley to sort out some 3m tons of coal (into 27 
grades) and separate the l .8m tons of dirt (which was put 
on the nearby 90ha area tip). Within 10 years, the year 
long strike interrupted progress and all but one of the pits 
were closed. The fmal colliery, and the most productive, 
was Denby Grange but this was situated nearly four miles 
away and had to carry all of the costs of the "Woolley 
Development" within its single grade (power station coal) 
product. Denby Grange was closed in 1991 and the 
Woolley Preparation Plant was demolished. h1 6 years 
over 4000 miners jobs had been lost. 

The final act at Woolley Colliery is to remove the Barnsley 
Bed that acted as the support for the colliery buildings. 



This involves extracting about 200,000 tonnes of coal in 
about 5 months of working using opencast mining 
techniques. Of the section now being worked, only 12ft is 
considered to be "coal" and even this has a high ash and 
sulphur content. 

This was an unique site (or sight) with one thick coal seam, 
twin shafts standing proud 50ft above the bottom of the 
excavation, massive modem concrete foundations, old mine 
tunnels and modem mine roadways. The bottom 4ft of the 
seam is gob slack in old workings whilst the top 8ft is solid 
coal roof support which now supports the coaling shovel. 

The site produces up to l 000 tonnes of coal per day. The 
colliery railway connection has been reinstated and nearly 
all of the coal is dispatched from the site by rail, using 
three trains per week. 

Most of the adjoining tip area has been regraded along the 
Edge and planted. The contours used have ensured that the 
tip is no longer a prominent feature on the skyline. 

Also seen on this visit was the Coal Authority Water 
Treatment System. Water is still being pumped (about 
1600 gall/min) from mine workings and as it is heavily 
"ochred" it cannot be allowed to flow into the surface 
water courses without prior treatment. The ochre is 
removed by aeration over a cascade thus allowing some 
settlement. It is then filtered through chemically treated 
filters to give more settlement before being passed through 
reed beds and into the natural water course. 

Thanks are extended to MED Contracting for permitting a 
full inspection of their site and for the provision of all of 
the relevant information. 

After lunch at the Bretton Country Park the party was 
joined by Rob Vernon. Rob has been studying iron blast 
furnace sites in the area and he was to lead the afternoon 
phase of the meet. The ironstone used in these blast 
furnaces came from the Tankersley Ironstone Seam which 
is located below the Barnsley Beds. A number of furnaces 
were in blast along the outcrop of the seam through the 
18th Century. The Bretton Furnace (1720-1806) now lies 
beneath hillocky ground in the Country Park. Rob pointed 
out the features of the site that he had identified by using 
geophysical techniques. He also pointed out the remaining 
surface features of the site, including a !eat, waterwheel 
pit, part of the furnace bed and a ramp. 

The party then moved to Rockley, which is located off 
June 36 of the Ml. At this site there is an amazing tall, 
castellated Newcomen engine house that was used for 
pumping water from the ironstone mines. It is unusual in 
that it is a four storeys high building with a date plaque of 
1813. It is, however, believed to be of earlier construction. 

A few yards away is the Rackley Furnace which is 
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probably of the same style as the one at Bretton. This 
furnace is in excellent condition having been professionally 
excavated and recorded. It is now a protected ancient 
monument. The furnace was built about 1700 and was 
blown out in the late l 700's. 

The Rackley "finds" were a dramatic climax to a 
fascinating day. Thanks to Rob for his contribution and 
helpful notes. 
I J Brown 

BOOK REVIEWS 

I . "Peak District Mining and Quarrying" by Lynn Willies 
and Harry Parker. Published by Tempus Publishing Ltd, 
1999. Cost £9.99. 

This is one of a new series of books in the well established 
"Images of England" Series that this publisher has 
produced in association with NAMHO. It has card covers, 
70mmx.240mm and there are 128 pages and about 200 
photographs and drawings, all of which are of historic 
interest. 

As can be expected from the authors, this is a well 
researched and authoritative work and the result of many 
years enthusiastic collecting. The contents cover not only 
most aspects of lead mining (early history, law, the mines 
and the miners, the deposits and the method of working, 
mechanical power used, dressing and of the last big mine, 
Mill Close) but also other types of mineral working in the 
Peak, often forgotten. This includes the working of 
fluorspar, calcite, chert and "black marble" and the 
quarrying of sandstone and limestone. 

The book is, however, intended to record an area's 
mining heritage in "images", each image having a 
descriptive caption but with the occasional page of text. It 
brings together a large number of historic pictures 
normally only found in scattered papers, a few are well 
known but a surprising number have not been seen in print 
before. Some of the images are over 100 years old but 
they are well balanced with photos taken by modem 
professionals like Harry Parker, Richard Bird and Paul 
Deakin, in the last 50 years. 

This is a well produced book and a "must" for anyone 
with a serious interest in the Peak District. 
I J Brown 

2. "Mining in Cornwall: Volume One. The Central District 
and Volume Two. The County Explored." by J H 
Trounson and L J Bullen. Tempus, Stroud, Glos. 128pp 
and 128pp. £9.99 per volume. 
AND 
The East Shropshire Coalfields. By Ivor J Brown. 
Tempus, Stroud, Glos. 128pp. £9.99. 



Together with a volume on Peak District Mining and 
Quarrying by the writer and Harry Parker (modesty 
forbids further comment), these are the first offerings in a 
series of collected regional mining photographs to which 
NAMHO has given its blessing. Each is done to a similar 
formula, with a comparatively substantial amount of text 
as introduction and for each photograph, with about 200 
photographs in each volume. The overall impression, with 
allowance for the fact that £9. 99 is not enough to produce 
coffee-table standards of reproduction, is very good indeed, 
much better than the average book of this type. 

Many photographs in the Cornwall volumes were 
published some years ago by Trounson, but don't let that 
put you off, there are many previously unpublished 
photographs here. Obviously the Comish engine has a 
major part, but the selection is wide and probably no other 
source gives quite as good an impression of what mining in 
Cornwall was really like from the mid 19th century 
onwards. Together with Ken Brown and Bob Acton's 
recent series, Comish mining is being well served indeed, 
never better than since Barton was active. 

The East Shropshire volume, which of course includes 
Coalbrookdale, has a somewhat different approach by Ivor 
Brown, reflecting both the availability of sources and his 
own particular contribution to mining history with more 
emphasis on the social and also attempting to put the 
historical clock back further with a few illustrations of an 
earlier date than possible with photographs. Good to see a 
couple of Peak District photographs present representing 
the products made at Coalbrookdale! If anyone still thinks 
that the multi-volun1e NCB coal mining history series has 
said it all, this volume will give a few leads to further 
research. 
Lynn Willies 

3. "Derbyshire Blue John" by Dr Trevor Ford. Pub 1999 
by Ashbourne Editions. ISBN 1 873775 19 9, Cost £5.95. 

Britain cannot claim to be home to many of the world's 
most precious minerals. It does, however, have a unique 
form of the common mineral Fluorite in the form of Blue 
John. This colourful mineral has been fashioned into 
objects of great beauty by a small band of skilled crafts
men working in and around Castleton in Derbyshire. 

The story of Blue John had never been told in a single 
comprehensive volume until Trevor Ford put pen to paper 
and produced this superb book. Trevor is an authority this 
subject. 

The book covers the geology of the mineral, the history of 
its use for ornamental purposes, the mining of the mineral 
and the method of working the mineral into fine works of 
art. There are superb colour photographs of some of the 
exquisite Blue John works of art which litter our great 
houses, including Buckingham Palace and Chatsworth. It 
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is truly amazing the range of pieces that have been 
fashioned from this "difficult to work" mineral. The book 
is a tribute to the skilled craftsmen who, down the ages, 
have made it all possible. 

Give your self a treat - go out and buy it now! 
Down to Earth 

4. "Giant Earthmovers - An Illustrated History" by Keith 
Haddock, published (in UK) in 1998 by Haynes 
Publishing, Yeovil BA22 7JJ. Tel. 01963 440635. Cost 
£12.95, size 2lcm x 27cm, soft cover and 224 pages with 
"more than 500 historical and modem black and white 
photographs accompanied by a detailed text". 

Unusually, the introduction to this book provides its own 
review - "Welcome to the ultimate guide to giant 
earthmoving equipment" and it is about right! 

The author, a British Civil Engineer now in charge of all 
engineering functions for two surface mines in Alberta, 
Canada, has spent 25 years collecting the photos and 
researching the text. The 12 chapters cover all types of 
plant from dozers through wheelloaders, trucks, continuous 
excavators, hydraulic machines and, of course, walking 
draglines. 

Although all the chapters are fascinating, it was the last 
named chapter which interested the writer most. In 13 
pages, there are 29 photos of the wide range of draglines 
that have been made outside the former USSR. Photos 
show a dragline which was built in 1911 and moved by 
means of "skids and rollers", another of 1913 "propelled by 
shoes", through the range of increasingly larger machines 
to 'Big Muskie' of 1969. This was the world's largest, 
overall, machine with a full bucket weighing 550 tons, and 
a weight of 15,000 tons. Longer boom machines have 
been made (up to 420ft) but none so heavy as 'Big Muskie' 
and machines have tended to decrease in weight since. 
Outside Russia there has been only four manufacturers of 
walking draglines and one of these, Ransomes and Rapier, 
was British (in 1951 it even held the 'largest' title). 

There is a mention of 'preservation' in several chapters, 
among draglines this included the attempts to preserve 'Big 
Muskie' and the present attempt, in Canada, to save the 
1911 machine mentioned above. Unfortunately there is no 
mention of the successful 1998/9 campaign to save 
'Oddball', the B-E 1150 machine at St Aidans site, Leeds. 
Probably the chapter was prepared just before this attempt 
became public. 

It is an excellent book and, in the present writer's view, it 
fully confirms the statement referred to in the 
'Introduction'. It is well worth having. 
JvorJ Brown 



5. "Isle of Portland Railways" by BL Jackson, published 
by the Oakwood Press, 1999. Cost £10.95 
AS fonnat, I 76 pages including over 170 photos, maps and 
plans . Soft covers. 

The island of Portland on the Dorset Coast is only 4 miles 
long by 1.5 miles wide but has been connected to the 
mainland by a bridge since 1839. For many years the 
island's principal industry was quarrying the famous 
Portland Stone (over 95% Calcium Carbonate). The stone 
was used for building by the Romans and in the 14th 
Century was much used in cathedrals and Royal Palaces, 
thereafter for many public buildings. 

Being an island, the quarrying industry developed its own 
methods and techniques and in later years became a great 
user for heavy steam equipment to operate on the steep 
inclines and difficult roads. It also developed an extensive 
rail network, the principal subject of this book. Traditional 
quarry methods tended to continue on the island long after 
those on the mainland, heavy horses were used extensively 
by the l 920 's and steam road vehicles until the l 930's. 
Excellent photos show all this and much more of the 
inclines, cranes and quarry layouts. This is a fascinating 
book even if you have never visited the island. 
J .J Hrown 

6 . "The Politics of Social Conflict: The Peak Country 
1520-1770" by Andy Wood. Cambridge University Press 
354+xvi pp . £45. 

This is quite the most important book to appear on Peak 
District mining since David Keamon's on the 16th century 
that was published 10 years ago, and one of the most 
significant on the local history generally. Like Kieman's, 
it is the result of work for his doctorate. It is probably the 
first to include Marxism in its index and Edward Thomson 
rates two lines of page numbers too; but whilst the 
Foljambes get an inclusion the locally important 
Sacheverell's (pp206-9) do not, so we can infer where 
Wood's priority lies! 

l11e publisher's blurb suggests this is a new approach 
to the history of social conflict and, for the Peak District, 
this is certainly true and very worthwhile. The writer has 
made full use of the records in the Public Record Office, 
which is long overdue. As a result he has been able to 
present a mass of information and his interpretation about 
events, for instance, on Haddon Fields which had been 
hinted at, but whose significance was not previously clear, 
is valuable. It certainly fills in a lot of gaps for me about 
the variations in the mining laws and customs. 

Not unnaturally there are some errors. For instance 
the lessee of the Duchy only became the barmaster in the 
Low Peak (p45), the Wirksworth measure is still not the 
universal standard (p.43). He uses the price of a load of 
ore as a comparative measure, which is highly unreliable 
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due to quality variations, and assumes output in 1653 at 
Dovegang was the same as 1652 (p87), which few of us 
would dare. He suggests 20,000 tons annual output for 
1640-1660 (p73), which may be too high, but this 
certainly supports Kiernan' s 20, 000 Miners Can 't be 
Wrong thesis (p76). His technology is always somewhat 
suspect. His time scale is a little early for "jigging 
machines" and crushing wheels and any ventilation pump 
in that period would be of especial interest (p 105). 
Statements such as that "On the older shallow workings . 
. . lifting water from the deep works" is a little confusing 
(also p 105) but, generally, bear these few and minor 
deficiencies in mind and look for the really important 
insights he has provided for us generally. 

Wood is to be congratulated on filling such a major gap. 
At £45 this (hardback) book is expensive but for 
originality of content it is excellent value and will become a 
necessity in any Peak District collection of good standing. 
Buy it whilst it is available. 
Lynn Willies 

7. "South Crofty Old Workings" by J A Buckley & KT 
Riekstins with pictures by P R Deakin. Penhellick 
Publications. Size 53/-1in x 81/8in. Cost £3.99. 

The Comish mine workings you've always wanted to see, 
but have never had the opportunity to visit, cover some two 
square miles and span working periods from before 
gunpowder up to the 1930' s. They embrace many ancient 
mine setts including such evocative names as Dolcoath, 
Cam Brea, Tincroft and East Pool - all of which are 
connected underground. 

Now at last you can see them thanks to this new picture 
book, the fourth in the "Comish Mining Photographs" 
series. It will have greatest appeal to mining historians as 
it shows the epic work of the Comish "Old Man". All the 
pictures bar one are in colour and were taken by Paul 
Deakin FRPS. 

Many of the old workings were entered with great 
difficulty to enable the photographs to be taken. The 
outcome is a collection of some of the most fascinating 
pictures of vast stopes that I have ever seen. The title page 
illustration shows an enormous stope on the Great Lode at 
the 255 fathom level of Wheal Agar which is 50 feet wide 
and 100 feet high which had been driven by hand and black 
powder some 90 years ago. 

Also shown are massive, and fractured, hanging walls 
towering over the levels along which the photographic 
party had to travel. These hanging walls were supported 
by rotting tree-trunk size props (Stulls) and extensive 45 
degree angle stopes that looked like a sponge cake with the 
jam removed and held apart by only a few rock pillars and 
more rotting stulls. If Mother Nature had decided to have 
a shiver while the party were underneath, a hard hat would 



have been little help. 

The overall result is a gem, don't dare to miss it. 
HM Parker 

8 . .. Slates from Abergynolwyn" by Alan Holmes. 
Published by Gwynedd Archives Service. 121 pp, 28pp 
illus. Maps and line drawings in text. Cost £7.99. 

This, the story of the Bryneglwys Slate Quarry has been 
reissued. The original was sold out soon after publishing 
in 1986. 111is book, written by Talyllyn Railway 
Preservation Society member Alan Holmes, is a 
comprehensive history of the quarry operations and its 
association with the railway. Today, much of the quarry is 
hidden under forestry work and vegetation and the 
buildings were 'lost' some years back. The book is a fitting 
tribute to the quarry and the quarrymen. 

This revised edition contains additional information and is 
excellent value. 
John A Knight 

9. "SWALEDALE - Portrait of North Yorkshire Mining 
Community" by John Hardy. 1998. ISBN 
0-948511-16-8 . 39 plates, 14 maps & figs, 139pp. Cost 
£15.95 from Frank Peters (Printers), Kendal. 

This is an improvement on his last book, but that was 
so dire that this is no great achievement. Once again, the 
book, with its large format and high quality paper, has 
been beautifully produced by Frank Peters. It would be 
peevish not to admit that the book reads much better than 
the Hidden Side of Swaledale. but basic errors abound. 
For example, Hardy refers to characters without 
introduction and regularly changes their names. He 
remains convinced that the London Lead Company was 
active in the dale. He clings to an early, incorrect date for 
the building of the Octagonal smelt mill and is unaware 
that the cluster of buildings at the Old Gang Mill is 
actually two smelt mills. All these errors show a lack of 
knowledge of easily accessible secondary sources. 

He muses at length about the course and purpose of Hard 
Level and concludes that it was driven after a fatal 
accident at Old Rake Whim in May 1778. If so, then it 
was truly prescient as the level was begun a year before the 
accident! He does not give a source for the clain1 
that the accident was at Old Rake Whin1 and the Grinton 
Parish Registers only tell us that, on the same day, two 
men were "killed in the lead mines at Old Gang". He 
refers to a map drawn in 1821 by Francis Gill. Not bad, 
ever for a Gill, as the man died in 1801 ! 

He returns to his pet piece of conspiracy theory - the cover 
up (by the bosses of course) surrounding the supposed 
events at Water Blast Shaft. In Hidden Side we were told 
that 24 miners were killed here after blasting into water. 
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We are now told, depending on what page you read, that 
this involved "a handful o.f miners". "the loss o.f many 
lives " or "a gigantic human tragedy". Hardy's 
"considered judgement " is that the accident took place, 
according to his "strong suspicion ··. in the early 18th 
century. This date appears to be favoured because of ·'the 
viciousness of these times". We are even treated to nine 
verses of doggerel on the subject of'Water Blast Vein' 
from the author's pen! In these times when the crime of 
Holocaust denial features strongly in historical debate, 
perhaps there should be a new one of Water Blast denial -
for which I want to head the list of offenders! 

You've probably guessed that I do not recommend this 
book, but if you insist on wasting your money, it is 
available from Frank Peters for £15.95. 
Mike Gill 

10. "Hell under Haydock - The Lyme Pit Explosion. 
Haydock. Lancashire. 26 February 1930" by Ian 
Winstanley. Pub 2000 by Landy Publishing. 53pp, 
9 illlus, 4 plans. Cost £6.00. 

This book was written in 1990 but publication was delayed 
until 2000 as a mark of respect to survivors and 
dependants. Unfortunately the author refers to "the events 
of 60 years ago" when writing in 1999, a fact which adds 
to the confusion. 

There is a "Glossary of Mining Terms" at the start of the 
book which is intended to help the non technical readers 
understand tem1s used in the text. Unfortunately, there are 
a number of gross errors in the definitions which makes 
one wonder about the technical ability of the author. For 
example a "Conveyor face" is not a roadway equipped 
with a conveyor which "takes coal from the coal face" but 
a coal face which is equipped with a conveyor to take 
the coal off the face. Similarly, men are not necessarily 
conveyed down the pit via a Downcast Shaft. There are 
other gross errors. More attention should have been given 
to the definitions of words which are an important part of 
the publication. 

The surface plan of Lyn1e Pit is not dated and it has to be 
assumed that it is contemporary to the disaster. There is 
no indication of were Lyme Pit was in the Haydock area. 

It is difficult to get good photographs of underground 
disasters. The photographs in the book are within the 
context of the subject except for an illustration of shaft 
sinking and the power house of the colliery. These last two 
illustrations are completely out of context with the subject. 

The description of the explosion and the recovery of the 
victims and the mine are quite moving. Whilst the author 
has obviously done a lot of research to obtain the detail 
discussed, he quotes a lot of verbatim accounts that were 
recorded at the time of the disaster and, particularly, the 



transcript of the interview with 85 year old Pat Creham 
which was conducted in March 1990. 

111e book describes the events leading up to the explosion, 
the effect of the "stone dusting" work which minimised the 
spread of the explosion, the recovery of the victims and the 
mine, the inquest and the official inquiry. Details of the 
victims are also included. It is easy to read and succeeds 
in getting the message across; coal mining in the 1930's 
was hard, dangerous, and, if anything went wrong, there 
was little financial relief for the dependants of the victims. 

A number of books have recently been published 
describing coal mining disasters in the UK. Whilst some 
people fmd them morbid, they all vividly describe the 
arduous and dangerous conditions in which coal miners 
worked in the past. 111ey are all a tribute to the hard 
working families who mined the coal that was the 
backbone of the Industrial Revolution in the UK. This 
book falls within this category and, with all its faults, is a 
fitting tribute to the victims of this 1930 disaster at Lyme 
Pit, Haydock. 
Wes Taylor 

WEB-SITE REVIEW 

I . "Lead Smelters in the Yorkshire Dales" 
http ://www.ayresnet.swintemet.co.uk/msmelter.htm 

111ere are a growing number of web-sites devoted to 
mining related topics and, as with publications, there is a 
widely varying level of quality. One w1fortunate effect of 
the relative ease with which material can be published on 
the web is that basic grammar, spelling and sentence 
structure have gone to pot. Even more frustratingly, 
material is often presented on a 'take it or leave it' basis, 
with a total absence of reference to sources. 

This is a review of a site which covers the 4 7 (really 44) 
lead smelting mills in Swaledale, Wensleydale and 
Arkengarthdale and which I was told about by someone 
working on their family history. Rod Ayres and John 
Archibold had a good idea when they set up this web-site 
"to make the beauty of these places better known to the 
world and provide extra interest by providing some short 
accounts of their histories" . 

To this end, they have taken on the challenge of trying to 
cater for all levels of interest, from the casual visitor or 
walkers to the industrial archaeologist. Pages of text are 
devoted to describing "From outcrops to mine", "From 
baille [sic] hills to smelters" and the "Leading families". 
Regrettably, in their attempt to present a simple 
description, the message has become cormpt. For 
example, we are told that " lead ore occurs in long seams, 
known as veins" and, whilst talking of outcropping veins, 
·'these veins were called rakes, presumably because the ore 
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could be exposed by raking off the surface soil". There are 
also a number of references to "bell pits", which is a term 
borrowed from coal mining and misapplied to shallow 
shafts on lead veins. 

Unfortunately, the site's authors have give no means of 
contacting them to draw new material to their attention. 
This is an especial problem as their core data is almost 
totally lifted, without acknowledgement, from Arthur 
Raistrick's book "The Lead Industry of Wensleydale and 
Swaledale: Volume 2 - The Smelting Mills". When 
published, in 1975, this was the first attempt to identify 
and list a chronology to the area's smelt mills. Raistrick's 
model was followed assiduously until it became clear to 
some that it had some serious flaws . In order to expose 
these flaws I wrote a paper, in 1992, on "Yorkshire 
Smelting Mills: Part 1 - The Northern Dales" which was 
published in British Mining. This changed many of the 
spatial and chronological elements of Raistrick's model and 
showed that his Applegarth smelt mill never existed. Since 
then, others have refined my model and also published their 
work in British Mining. For example, Les Tyson 
discow1ted one of Raistrick's four mills at Clints and 
greatly improved our understanding of their chronology 
and ownership. He also showed that the Cupola Mill, at 
Marrick, was not built in 1854 but in 1701 - making it a 
very important site (now a Scheduled Ancient Monument). 
Subsequent work, by Dennison, Lamb and Vernon, is 
likely to revise our knowledge of early smelt mills even 
further. 

Strangely, the notes on the condition of the mills fail to 
mention the consolidation work done by the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority (Old Gang, Surrender, 
Blakethwaite and Grinton) or by English Heritage at 
Marrick. Not all the mills are described, but the authors 
propose to add more as they visit them. It is to be hoped 
that they do not use their own map for this task as they will 
have some long and fruitless searches! For some reason, 
Keld Side Mill has been moved from near the head of the 
dale to Gun.nenside Gill - being put almost where the 
Blakethwaite Mill is, while the latter has been moved about 
a mile up the gill. Cupola Mill now stands on the Arkle, 
between Grinton and Reeth and Scott's Mill has moved to 
near Grinton Youth Hostel. Moulds Low Mill has changed 
liberties and stands alongside Surrender Mill. None of the 
four smaller, l 7th and 18th century mills on Barney Beck 
are shown. 

I would be the last to discourage people from putting 
infom1ation on the web, but I hope that it will not become 
the home of vanity publishers whose work would not pass 
the mildest of peer reviews. The Archbold-Ayres site is 
well worth visiting, if only to get some ideas on what 
should and shouldn't be done, but the content should come 
with a health warning. It's like digital Hardy - John not 
Thomas. 
Mike Gill 



FOUNDRY PLAN GETS SUPPORT 

Plans to restore the sole surviving foundry complex in 
Comwall have gained support from a direct descendant of 
the creators of the company. The Perran Foundry at 
Perranarworthal, Penrhyn, was founded in 1791 by the Fox 
family of Falmouth. Perran Foundry was owned and 
controlled by the Foxes until 1858 and it ceased production 
in 1880 after being sold to the Williams family of Gwenap 
and Scorrier. Now Charles Fox (head of Falmouth based 
shipping and travel agents G C Fox & Co), the great great 
grandson of Alfred Fox who was party to the sale of the 
foundry in 1858, has backed the restoration. 

The fatmdry complex, which is located beside the A39 at 
Perranarworthal, has lain derelict for more than a decade. 
The £8 million restoration and development scheme will be 
progressed in conjunction with the Trevithick Trust. The 
visitor centre will tell the story of the effect of Perran 
Foundry, and Cornwall, on the Industrial Revolution. 
Western Counties News 

PERMANENT REMINDER OF COAL MINING AT 
RIPLEY 

An old colliery artefact has become a permanent reminder 
of the past coal mining industry at Ripley, Derbyshire. 

The old Denby Hall Colliery closed in 1968 but the 
remaining coal has recently been extracted by opencast 
methods. These opencast workings broke into the old 
workings and an old tub was recovered. The unique open 
ended tub was built to be used in areas of very low 
headroom. 

The tub has now been donated to the Ripley and District 
Heritage Trust by Mr John Morley-Payne. The Trust 
presented it to Amber Valley Borough Council and it has 
now been placed on permanent display in Ripley Market 
Place. 

It is hoped that the tub will be seen as part of the heritage 
of the district and as a memorial to the tenacity and 
suffering of the men, women and children who worked in 
the local coal mines so long ago. The tub itself give a 
first-hand illustration of the unpleasant and cramped 
working conditions that existed in parts of the coalfield. 
Derbyshire Times 

CLAYTON EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS 

Clayton Equipment, part of Rolls-Royce Pie, has won an 
order to provide 21 trolley locomotives and 250 min·e cars, 
together with the associated electrical and trolley wire 
system, for the Maddhapara "hard rock" mine in 
Bangladesh. It is believed that this mine is the first of its 
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kind in the world. 

The company is also exploiting the demand for refurbished 
locomotives for use in mines. It has recently completed an 
order for refurbished locomotives for a mining company in 
Peru. 

The problem in satisfying the demand for refurbished locos 
is the availability of used locos. As most of the production 
is exported it is unusual for the used equipment to be 
returned to the UK. This problem has, in the short term, 
been resolved by the company buying back the fleet of 
Clayton locos from Cornwall's South Crafty tin mine. 
Roger Gosling 

NAMHO inter NATIONAL CONFERENCE -
TRURO, CORNWALL, JULY 2000 

The conference will be based at the prestigious Truro 
School which has a large sports hall, lots of ground with 
plenty of parking and a swimming pool that will be 
available to delegates. There will be bedrooms, camping 
and caravan pitches available on site, together with a range 
of meals. There is altemative accommodation in the city 
for those who do not wish to stay on site. 

The lecture programme will include speakers from France, 
Eire, USA, Argentina, Holland and Wales. We are waiting 
to firm up with Portugal, Spain and possibly South Africa. 
Of course there will be speakers frorn Cornwall and other 
parts of England. 

In addition there will be social events, legitimate 
underground and surface excursions. There will also be 
the opportunity to visit behind the scenes at Camborne 
School of Mines. 

The big difference from previous NAMHO conferences 
will be its length. The opening address is at 14.00 on 
Friday 14th followed by two speakers. In the evening 
there will be a free buffet/reception hosted by Cornwall 
County Council at County Hall where the Cornwall 
County Records Office will be putting on a display. 
During the evening there will be another lecture at County 
Hall. On Saturday evening there will be ariver trip to 
Falmouth. On Sunday evening there will be the 
Conference Dinner followed by a concert given by the 
Holman Climax Choir. Monday has a full day 
programme with the formal closing of the conference at 
about 17.30. In the evening there will be meals available 
for those who are staying for further excursions on 
Tuesday. 

We have arranged a number of deals with local tourist 
attractions and some conference specials. We hope that 
potential delegates will contact us quickly as we are sure 
that they will want to take part in this unique international 



event and there is a strong possibility that we will have to 
limit numbers. 

We look forward to meeting you in Cornwall in July 

Full details and booking forms are now available from:
Lawrence Holmes, Rivergarth, Malpas, Truro, Cornwall, 
TRI lSS. Tel: 01872 278234. 
E Mail: NAMHO@csm.ex.ac.uk 

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE MINES 

Royledge mine is a small copper mine in North 
Staffordshire and the group working there are currently 
recovering and restoring the artefacts from this mine. 
l11ese artefacts have been donated to the Peak District 
Mining Museum by Mr Tom Buxton, the mine owner. 

l11e first item that has been restored is a 'legless', "not 
drunk", wheelbarrow of the type depicted in the Agricola 
Woodcuts. 

It is hoped to gain access into the flooded stopes below the 
sough level later in the year. An attempt to dewater the 
stopes by pumping will be attempted. If this fails, plans 
have been made for a diving expedition. 

Other prospects in the area are becoming "il}teresting", 
thanks to the invaluable help being given to the group by 
Steve Mills and his DCC "heavy gang". 
Len Kirkham 

LLECHWEDD/MAENOFFEREN SLATE 
OUARRIES 

The main productive part of Llechwedd Quarry has been 
closed due to the enforcement of an lnspectorate 
Prohibition Order relating to the safety of the working face 
after a rockfall. The areas now being worked are in Floor 
2 I /2 in Maenofferen (this is near the old mill which was 
razed to the ground a couple of years back) and in Votty (a 
location which is unknown to me). A total of 39 men have 
been laid off and the situation (in December 1999) is 
looking bleak. 
.John A Knight 

GUIDANCE NOTE 

A draft DETR Minerals Planning Guidance Note has been 
circulated which covers the subjects "On-shore Oil, Gas 
and Coalbed Methane Development". All of these may 
take place in areas of interest to members although.the 
draft does not make it clear that "there is also a growing 
interest in related activities of extracting methane from 
disused mines which vent gas naturally and in in-seam 

degasification". It adds that "these activities are not, 
however, covered" in this particular guidance note. 
Copies are obtainable from the Department of the 
Environment and the Regions. 
I J Brown 

MORE ON THE SADO SCROLLS 

Members who read the two articles by T D Ford and I J 
Brown on the Japanese gold mining scrolls from Sado in 
PDMHS Bulletins Vol 12, No 6 (1995) and Vol 13, No 6 
(1998) may like to know that there is a more detailed 
account of the scrolls in the Oriental and India Office 
Collections of the British Library. 111is account is written 
by Hamish Todd and is found in the BRITISH LIBRARY 
JOURNAL Vol 24, No 1, pages 130-1 43 . It is dated 
Spring 1998, but it was actually issued late in 1999. It 
includes some translations of the Japanese writing on the 
scrolls as well as four colour illustrations. Hamish Todd 
covers the stages of processing in much more detail than 
we could determine as we were unable to able to read the 
Japanese notes. 
T DFord 

UPS AND DOWNS OF SELLING A COLLIERY 

RJB Mining, the owner of Ellington Colliery, the last deep 
mine in Northumberland, which is due to close in the 
spring, has agreed to sell the colliery to Giovanni Di 
Stefano, an Italian business man and politician. 

Unfortunately for RJB Mining, Giovanni Di Stefano has 
been arrested in Rome. He is in custody pending 
extradition proceedings on a warrant for his arrest that had 
been issued by the Suffolk Police Fraud Squad in 1994. 
Financial Times (29111 /99) 

PRESCOTT PACT STARTS COAL CRISIS 

Coal industry insiders are saying that the new power 
station emissions limits, agreed by the Government, could 
lead to the closure of all of Britain's 14 remaining 
collieries, which employ 12,00 people, by 2004. 
Sunday Times 

RJB TO GO PRIVATE! 

If Richard Budge, Chief Executive of RJB Mining, can 
persuade financial backers that the company is a 
worthwhile investment, Britain's largest coal producer is 
set to go private during this year. 

JO 



MAN SURVIVES FIVE HOURS IN WELL 

A 49 year old man who was following his hawk through 
woodland near Trowbridge fell through a thin layer of 
branches that covered an open well shaft. He was stuck up 
to his neck in cold water for five hours before being 
rescued by firemen. 
Daily Telegraph 

TICCIH2000 

The TICCJH2000 will be held from 30 August to 7 
September 2000. The Congress will be based in London 
and will include the choice of a Tour to either Cornwall, 
Wales or Scotland. 

Further details from TICCIH2000 Congress 
Administrator, 42 Devonshire Rd, CAMBRIDGE, 
CBI 2BL. Tel: 01223 323437. 

PROPOSED NEW STONE MINE 

The September 1999 edition of "Mineral Planning" gave 
details of a proposal by Albion Stone Quarries Ltd to try 
underground mining of Portland Stone for dimension stone 
purposes. If planning permission is granted, the 
underground working would start from an adit in their 
Bowers Quarry and would reach a depth of 20 metres. 
IJBrown 

SOUTH AFRICAN SHAFT TO BE 3000M DEEP 

TI1e December 1999 edition of the Mining Magazine 
reports that two 9m diameter shafts are being sunk to a 
depth in excess of 2700m at the Western Areas Ltd South 
Deep Gold Mine Project. When completed, the shafts will 
be equipped with the deepest single lift winding system in 
the world. 

To ensure that the 3000m of winding rope is not crushed 
on the drum, only four layers of rope can be coiled at any 
given time. To make provision for the entire length of 
rope, the drum diameter is increased and the length of the 
drwn can be increased to accommodate the entire 3000111. 
IJ Brown 

RESCUE OF SOUTH AFRICAN GOLD MINERS 

Fifteen gold miners were trapped after an earth tremor 
caused a rock fall at the African Rainbow Minerals mine 
about 100 miles south of Johannesburg. 

Rescue teams reached the trapped miners after two days 
and found nine survivors. TI1ey had been entombed in a 

cavity about l 8in high with the temperature at about 40'JC 
and had managed to drink water and semi-liquid food that 
had been poured down a compressed air main. 
Evelyn Dixon 

3rd INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON 
SOU TERRAINS 

This symposium will take place in the National Park 
Paklencia in Croatia from 15 to 19 September 2000. 
Further information is available from Marko Andreis, 
Prilaz Ivana Visina 3, HR-10020 ZAGREB. 
E-Mail marko.andreis l@zg.tel.hr 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

EXPLORATION AT ILAM - HELP NEEDED 

As the historian of the parish of Ilam, Staffordshire, and 
also a longstanding member of PDMHS, I am trying to tie 
up a lot ofloose ends about the search for copper and lead 
ore on Ilam Moor, the limestone plateau to the north of the 
village, towards the edge of Dovedale. 

A good deal of progress has been made with documentary 
history, which has turned up references to mining on the 
Moor from the Tudor period and in the eighteenth century. 
But it is not w1til the mid-nineteenth century that specific 
details of the Harn Mining Company are available. 

There has been considerable exploration of the Company's 
two main shafts, Robins and Browns, the fom1er having 
been explored by Colin Darroch, Peter Lee and others, in 
1981, and described in a paper by Peter Boardman, 
complete with a survey (l). Tirn large natural cave system 
into which Robins shaft passes is also a considerable draw 
for cavers. All that is needed to achieve a reasonably 
complete record of this mine is photography in Robins and 
surveying of the relatively simple Browns, also with 
photography which I can manage. Another nm in shaft 
close by, only a small surface feature, may be worth 
exploring. 

But there are a number of other sites which might repay 
examination. Surface traces of mining in Old Mine Close, 
named on the tithe map of 1839, can be traced but would 
probably need geophysical surveying. But the principal 
project is to investigate a site where there are two shafts, 
spoil heaps and considerable remains of drystone walling 
which may represent the ruins of a 'coe'. 

One shaft has, for many years, been dangerously blocked 
and topped with a rotten sheet of corrugated iron. During 
1999, this capping fell in, revealing what the farmer 
describes as 'a very deep shaft'. Unfortunately he tipped in 
what must have been tons of large stones (mainly 
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dolomitised limestone from nearby) and blocked the shaft, 
so that investigation of that one is now out of the question. 

A few yards away there is a second shaft, topped witJ1 
limestone rocks, but high quality ginging can still be made 
out. I have spoken to the farmer on many occasions over 
the years but, after he told me about the collapsed -capping 
of the other shaft, I asked his permission to see if I could 
arrange an attempt to investigate the remaining blocked 
shaft, to which he happily agreed. 

I am afraid that, being well over retiring age, though a 
reasonably active person, I have to ask whether any 
younger members of PDMHS might be interested in taking 
part in such an exploration this summer. I do not have 
much experience of tmderground activities, though I have 
managed a descent of Robins Shaft without much trouble. 
But I have got to the point where I cannot do much work 
on this project without help from experienced mine/cave 
exploration enthusiasts. 

If any members are interested in this project I should be 
delighted to hear from them. I hope to arrange a prelimi
nary site meeting around Easter tide. 

Phil Mottram, 99, Bethwin Road, London SES OYR. 
Tel/Fax: 0207 70 I 0595. Email: Phil.M@dial.pipex.com 
(I will be putting up a web page in the near future at 
www.lifs.org.uk/ilammine.html) 

Reference: 
BOARDMAN (Peter) 1982 "Robins Shaft Mine, Ilam, 
Derbyshire" [sic] In: Newsletter of the Derbyshire Caving 
Club 5 (1982) pp. 7-10 

LA TEST BLOW LEAVES COAL INDUSTRY 
FACING EXTINCTION 

British Energy, the electricity generator, stated that it 
would review its coal suppliers when it took over 
Eggborough power station from National Power at the end 
of February. It appears certain that the company will 
switch to imported coal that is up to 80% cheaper and has 
a lower sulphur content. 
Financial Times 

SURPAC2000 

Surpac2000 is a computer package for the simulation of 
mine resource, development and production planning. 
Details from Surpac Software International (UK), 
Whitwick Business Park, Stenson Rd, Coalville, 
LE67 4JP. Tel: 01530 835554. 

MINE HERITAGE GUIDED WALKS 
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offering a variety of guided heritage walks to some oft.lie 
most interesting mining sites in Cumbria. Here, the novice 
and seaso.1ed mine explorer alike, can learn what happened 
all those years ago. There is also the opportunity to study 
-at-first ·hand the local minerals and geology of the area. 
Many of these trips take you through the most beautiful 
and wildest of our Lakeland scenery. 
The programme of walks is:-

May 7th 
8 miles 

near Appleby 
Jw1e 4th 

5 miles 
July 2nd 
QUARRIES 
6miles 

July 30th 
6 miles 

DUFTON MINES 
Meet public car park Dufton Village 

RIGGHEAD QUARRIES 
Meet Rosthwaite car park Borrowdale 
TILBERTHW AITE MINES & 

Meet Tilberthwaite car park 
* WYTHBURN MINE* 
Meet car park behind Wythbum Church 

*HARD* 
Aug 28th 

6 miles 
Sept 24th 

6 miles 

GREENSIDE MINE 
Meet LDNP car park, Glenridding 
GOLDSCOPE MINE 
Meet Littletown Bridge car park 

All walks commence at I0.30am and boots or strong shoes 
should be worn . Waterproofs and spare clothing should 
be carried, also a packed lunch. There is a charge of £3 .00 
per person. The walks are not suitable for young children. 
For further information, tel: 017687 79747 or 01228 
561883. 
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COPY FOR THE JULY 2000 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 1st June 2000. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 
Web-Site:-http://info.exeter.ac.uk/- RBurt/MinHistNet 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without permission provided due acknowledgement is 
made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy 
submitted for publication is not checked by the Editor for 
accuracy. 
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