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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2000/2001 

* • 
Members are reminded that their membership subscriptions for the year 2000/2001 become 
due on 1st September 2000. A renewal furm is enciosed with this Newsletter . 

• 
• 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
• 

The subscription rates are unchanged from last year at:- Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£13 .00 
£15.00 
£17.00 
£ 5.00 
£18.00 

* 
* 
* 

* Overseas members should pay their subscription in Sterling. 

* * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER 
The AGM and Annual Dinner will be heid on 

SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2000. 
The AGM will be held in the Pump Room of the Peak 

District Mining Museum. The dinner will be held at the 
Jackson Tor House at Matlock. 

Full details will given in the next edition of the 
Newsletter. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following have recently joined the Society:-

Mr A Botham 
MrWRPayne 
Mr & Mrs P A Smyth 

& Family 
MrTHome 
Lucy M Gould 
Mr D Jones 
Mr G Williams 
Mr & Mrs D Frost 
Margaret Beresford 
Mr M J Allen 

Stoke on Trent 
Prestwich 

Hope 
Buxton 
Cromford 
Quarnford 
Ogston 
Holloway 
Matlock Bath 
Tumditch 
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Mr S A Ceglinski 
Dr M Ponting 
MrRDBrough 

FUTURE MEETS 

Congleton 
Calverton 
Chesterfield 

Minimal information is given below for a series of 
proposed meets that are being organised by Paul Chandler. 
Anyone interested in attending these meets should contact 
Paul, tel: - 01246 220773 (evenings only). 

1. Arrocks Black Marble Mine, Ashford in the 
Water, Derbvshire. 

This is an easy/moderate dry trip. There is one short 
crawl but the remainder of the mine is walking height. The 
meet wilJ take place on a mid-week evening in September. 

2. Woodhead disused Railwav Tunnel, Long 
DendaJe. Derbyshire. 

Proposed visit is subject to approval by the owner. 

3. British Gypsum - Fauld Mine, Hanburv. near 
Tutbury, Staffordshire . 

This is a working mine that produces anhydrite for the 
cement industry. 



4. Whitworth Gritstone Mine, near Rochdale, 
Lancashire. 

This is a moderate grade dry trip to a very extensive 
mine. The visit will be on a Sunday, probably in 
September. 

SCIENCE WEEK - MARCH 2000 
" Science Week" is held annually throughout the 

country. 
When Trevor Ford attended the initial meetings of the 

British Association at Leicester University to discuss the 
"Advancement of Science Week", little did he realise that 
the events held in conjunction with PDMHS Ltd and the 
Peak District Mining Museum would be such a resounding 
success. 

Evelyn Dixon put together a wide series of talks, field 
events and visits which were attended by all the usual 
suspects and, thanks to wide publicity through the media, 
by many new faces . Jn all it is gratifying to report a total 
attendance of almost three hundred people to these events. 

The programme consisted of:-
Sunday 19th March Lathkill Dale - A walk which 
illustrated the history of the old mines and how they were 
drained. Leader Alan Mutter. 

Tuesday 2 lst March Mineralisation of the Peak 
District. A talk by Trevor Ford. 

Wednesday 22 March Technology in the Peak 
District mines. A talk by Lynn Willies. 

Thursday 23 March Mine Drainage in the Peak 
District. A talk by Jim Rieuwerts. 

Saturday 25 March Mines ancient and modem in 
Winster. A walk led by Lynn Willies. 

Sunday 26 March Two Centuries of Technology, a 
visit to Magpie Mine. Leader Evelyn Dixon 

Saturday 6 May A visit to Blue Circle Cement 
Works, Hope Valley. Organised by Evelyn Dixon. 
(This visit had to be rearranged at the request of Blue 
Circle Ltd). 

"Science Week" was such a success it is intended to 
take part in the national event again next year. A number 
of attractive events and subjects have been lined up and 
they will be of interest to even more participants. 
Alan Mutter 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 
The Peak District Mining History Society is to take 

part in the Heritage Open Days 2000 in September. 
The Heritage Open Days are organised by the Civic 

Trust and over 2000 buildings and sites in England are 
open to the public, free of charge, on 16 - 17 September 
2000. Heritage Open Days is an annual event which takes 
place in 46 countries across Europe. There are similar 
events in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland throughout 
September. 

The Society has formally registered its intention to 
open the Magpie Mine Site to the public and have regular 
guided tours around the surface. Refreshments will be 
available for the visitors. A selection of Society 
publications will be on sale. 

The objective of opening up Magpie Mine on these 
days is to show it off to the public in a constructive 
manner, to publicise the Society and, hopefully, recruit 
more members . 

For the event to be successful a number of members 
will be required to direct the car parking, receive the 
visitors, guide them round the site, serve refreshments and 
staff the bookstall etc. If you care to help with this event, 
please contact Wes Taylor, tel: 01283 713315 as soon as 
possible. 
Wes Taylor 

ALDERLEY EDGE MINES - APRIL 2000 
Six members met at the National Trust car park at 

Alderley Edge for a momentous visit 
that was to span some six hours. 

The first site of interest was in 
the National Trust Information 
Centre where, during floor 
renovation, a shaft on the Cobalt 
Mine was exposed. The shaft and 
adjacent levels were cleaned out, 
lighting installed and a transparent 
cover fitted over the shaft. All 
visitors to the area now have the 
opportunity to see part of the 
underground features for which the 
area is so famous. 

The " Science Week" visit to Magpie Mine. Leader Evelyn Dixon front centre. 

It was now off to the Hough 
Level and the mines proper. The 
Hough Level entrance is at the 
bottom of the escarpment and goes 
through the hill as far as the Wood 
Mine. The level is flooded in parts 
and there is not a dry through trip 
currently available. Photo by Harry Parker 

We walked up the Hough Level 
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until it intersected the Engine Vein. At this point we 
climbed up a ladderway which contained areas where the 
vivid blue "flowstone" had been deposited. When we 
reached the level in Engine Vein we saw the start of the 
Cobalt Mine (working manganese and cobalt minerals) 
workings and examples of very old workings. One point of 
special interest was the shaft where a hoard of Roman 
coins was recently found. We exited Engine Vein Mine at 
the entrance adjacent to the capped stope. This very 
dangerous large open stope was capped with concrete 
several years ago and this action, besides making the area 
safe for the many thousands of visitors who visit the site 
each year, has maintained access to the underground 
workings. 

We followed the line of run in shafts along the line of 
the Cobalt Mine to the Visitor Centre. After lunch we 
were off towards our other mine, West Mine. 

We noted the shaft hollows of the Brynlow Mine as 
we walked down Artists Lane. We were particularly 
interested in a point along the road where the surface water 
disappeared through the tarmac. At this point there is a 
securely capped shaft under the road and the water is 
finding its way through cracks in the tarmac and into the 
shaft. This water is a feeder to the flooded section of the 
Hough Level. 

It was then through the woods and across the fields to 
West Mine. En route we stopped at two winding 
headgears that had been erected by Derbyshire Caving 
Club on shafts which they hope to dig out in the future. 

West Mine is very extensive with very large 
excavated cavities. Access is via fixed ladders to the top 
of the incline. This meant that whilst it was easy going 
into the mine, it is a long drag out again. We were guided 
round the honey comb of passages which contained many 
outstanding features. We visited the upper, the middle and 
lower sections of the mine, traversed the major fault and 
eventually ended up at the boundary of the mine. 

Eventually we exited the mine and returned to the car 
park, noting other surface features associated with the 
mineral extraction from the area. 

Everyone enjoyed the day, especially the new member 
who had not been underground before. Thanks to Len 
Kirkham for organising the meet. Special thanks to 
Derbyshire Caving Club member Steve Mills who lead us 
round the site and mines and who was such a source of 
information throughout the day. 
Wes Taylor 

ROOKHOPE OLD SMELT MILL (RISPEY) 
As reported briefly in the last newsletter, the old smelt 

mill at Rookhope has been seriously damaged by an 
emergency operation to contain polluted minewater from 
the recently closed Frazer's Complex just upstream. 

According to press reports, the Environment Agency 
had, in their haste, failed to check their own lists of 
protected ancient monuments before constructing lagoons 
to contain the minewater which was about to come out into 
Rookhope Bum. 

Apparently the agency had failed to consult the county 
archaeologist and had not responded to his telephoned 
attempts to intervene. Sadly it seems 60% of the site has 
been destroyed but it is hoped a full dig will be carried out 
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to see what can be saved. The Agency agreed to continue 
work at the site from mid-February under the supervision 
of an archaeologist. They admitted mistakes were made 
"but we have made recommendations about procedures for 
teams in the Environment Agency which we hope will be 
taken up to ensure we always check before moving in". 

While the Agency would be acting with the best of 
motives in an emergency, one can't help-but wonder-why 
they shouldn't have checked their lists in any case. Let us 
hope that if there is more to report on this sorry affair it is 
of a more positive nature. 

We must remind readers that the site is a scheduled 
ancient monument on private land and obviously we should 
avoid further disturbance. 
Friends of Kil/hope Newsletter 

GREENSIDE LEAD MINE EXHIBITION 2000 
This event will be held at Glenridding Village Hall in 

Patterdale, Cumbria, from Saturday 29 July until Saturday 
9 August. 

This mine was worked almost continuously for over a 
century before finally closing in 1961. 

The exhibition will cover the history of the mine using 
old documents, newspaper reports, plans, paintings, 
mineral specimens and approximately 400 photographs. 
Running concurrently with this will be a photographic 
history of life in the village of Glenridding, and 
surrounding Patterdale, where many of the miners lived. It 
will include· many new photographs and documents, 
amongst which is an archive of colour prints from the 
1950's showing scenes both above and below ground, 
which have never been displayed before. 

There will also be a small model display of old mining 
machinery and a separate display showing the reopening of 
the Lucy Level. 

The exhibition will probably be the largest on any 
single metal mine in the North of England and has been set 
up by John Hodgkins and Warren Allison with help from 
the Lake District National Park and many ex miners. This 
will probably be the last chance to see this unique display. 

RECORDER'S NOTES 
1. An item in the March edition of Northeastern 

Caver (USA) refers to a previous issue sent to one of their 
members who happened to be in prison (Michigan 
Department of Corrections). A notice of package/mail 
rejection was handed to the prisoner and copy was sent to 
the magazine editor. This notice stated that the publication 
"depicts tunnels, caves, rappelling, ladders, locations etc." 
The following official paragraph stated that the mail will 
not be delivered because "mail depicts methods of escape 
etc"!! 

2. I have received yet another e-mail regarding coal 
mining (from New Zealand) except that this time the 
writers are not asking about their great granddad! Glenda 
and Mark Jennison state that a number of groups in the 
South Island are doing their utmost to preserve and 
document the coal mining history (like they think we are!). 
Mark works as an electrician at the Strongman No 2 
Colliery. If anyone is searching for information on West 
Coast coal mining he will try to help .... 



E-mail:- <gumbootl@xtra.co.nz> 

3. I have had a request from a Dr G L Cantrell who 
is obviously trying to construct his family tree to the nth 
degree. He has turned up a reference in the Calendar of 
Close Rolls which relates to the drafting of 384 (lead) 
miners from the Peak District to Devon in 1297. He is 
hoping that a nominal roll of these men exists, or is 
recorded, and which contains a Cantrell! If anyone has 
knowledge of such a roll, perhaps they would let me know 
(I'm collecting other snippets of information for him). 
Roy Paulson 
E-mail:- <rpaulson@globalnet.co. uk> 
Tel: (01629) 534775 

A SURVEY OF THE MINERALS OF DERBYSHIRE 
AND BORDERLANDS by C S Garnett, 

There is no date on this document but it was probably 
compiled around 1920-1925. 

A loose-leaf volume of about 150 mmumbered, partly 
typed, party hand-written pages (a few in pencil) was 
bought in an auction of surplus material from the Royal 
Geological Society of Cornwall's Library as an 
uncatalogued item thrown in with some books on fossil 
trilobites. The buyer, Mr Mark Can1pbell, has kindly 
placed it with the Society on indefinite loan. It may be 
consulted in the Society's Library. 

C S Garnett described himself as Associate in 
Metallurgy on the title page but his exact position is not 
known. He was a geologist of some sort and published 
several papers on Derbyshire minerals and geology 
between l 920 and 1923 (see below). If anyone knows 
anything more about Garnett, could they please drop a line 
to Trevor Ford . 

.If Garnett's catalogue of Derbyshire minerals had 
been published back in the 1920s it might have made the 
survey of MINERALS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT 
(Bulletin PDMHS Vol.12, no.I , 1993) by Ford, Sarjeant & 
Smith unnecessary. The bulk of Garnett's catalogue 
duplicates the data gathered by Ford et al. but there are 
records of two minerals not previously listed (willemite and 
goslarite), together with notes on additional localities and 
varieties. These are listed below with comments on some 
of the minerals from the \.\'Titer in square brackets. Garnett 
included a scatter of bibliographic references and there are 
a few photos pasted in the document which, unfortunately, 
do not add much to our knowledge. There are also notes 
on finds in the Derbyshire Coalfield and on the gypsum 
deposits of the Trent Valley. 

The minerals listed are:-
Green Fluorite - in Long Tor Grotto and on Treak 

Cliff 
Deep Red Fluorite at Jessop's Quarry, Milltown, 

Ashover, (with 0.84% Rare Earth oxides). 
Quartz - good crystals at Saddle Pits Quarry, Mam 

Tor. both clear and smoky [Saddle Pits Quarry is thought 
to be the small scratching by the road junction opposite 
Mam Tor swallet]. 

Rose Quartz at Calton Hill [perhaps a pale variant of 
the amethyst that is found there]. 

Red Quartz in toadstone at Millers Dale Station. 
"Buxton Diamonds" quartz crystals found in Iron 
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Ore at Friden. 
Magnetite - quotes Stokes (1879) page 47 "found 

when boring near Mam Tor for a railway from Sheffield to 
Buxton - between limestone and shale [does anyone know 
anything about such borings?]. 

Duke's Red (Marble) - "a name by which local 
marble workers know hard calcareous haematite such as 
occurs at Roystone Grange. Lumps are sometimes found 
in ploughed fields". [This does not sound like the 
well-known Duke's Red marble found at Alport-by-
y oulgreave]. 

Red Ochre - Raddle Pits, Bradwell [where were these 
. ?] pits .. 

Rhodocrosite - thin encrusting deposit of dark red 
colour at Mill Close Mine. 

Witherite - a specimen found at Cromford Moor 
Mine, [ witherite has often been claimed in the Peak 
District but not yet confirmed]. 

Hydrozincite - pale green tinted on Bonsall Leys. A 
zinc house at Bonsall was where calamine was roasted to 
drive off the water. 

Zaratite (hydrated basic nickel carbonate) found by 
author at Mill Close - emerald green encrustations. 

Phosgenite - crystals in cavities in galena at Mill 
Close. 

Willemite - zinc silicate, with hemimorphite at 
Golconda Mine. 

Pectolite - a zeolite in toadstone, Drabbles's Quarry, 
Bonsall. 

Baryte Onyx Stone - "a stalagmitic form much used 
in inlaid marble work - in a big rake near Parsley Hay 
statio". [This sounds like the "oakstone" from near Arbor 
Low but the vein there could hardly be described as a big 
rake]. 

Black Barytes - with abundant inclusions of 
manganese oxide, in hillocks near Smerril Grange, 
Middleton. 

Barytes "Brainstone" - a white arborescent form on 
Bonsall Moor. 

Celestine - at Redland, Buxton [where is this?]. 
Goslarite - a hydrated zinc sulphate, on decomposed 

sphalerite at Long Tor, Mill Close etc. 
Langite - hydrous basic copper sulphate, at Glory 

Mine, Crich. 
Apatite - "false coprolites" in limestone shales 

between Matlock and Bakewell. [These sound like the 
collophane nodules found in the basal Edale Shales]. 

Pyromorphite - found at Golconda, Ball Eye, 
Minninglow and Brown Edge Mine. Large quantities 
found at Bithams Mine, Winster. 

Asphaltum - Windy Knoll and Saddle Pits Quarry, 
near Mam Tor. 

Manganese silicate - Rees found it in the BLF. 
(Buxton Lime Firms Ltd.) quarry between Parsley Hay and · 
Alsop-en-le-Dale. Fraser (Mines Inspector) also said he 
found it in a BLF quarry Peak Dale way. 

Argentite - Prof. Fearnsides said he had found it at 
Ashover. 

Some of the above need checking by an eagle-eyed 
mineralogist. Others are dubious, particularly the last two. 

C.S.Garnett's publications are:-
1. 1920. Colouring matters ofred and blue fluorites . 

) 
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Journal of the Chemical Society, vol. 117, pp 620-622. 
2. 1920. Minerals hitherto unknown in Derbyshire. 

Nature, vol 106, p.148. 
3. 1921. On a local alteration of shale at Wensley, 

Derbyshire. Geological Magazine, vol. 58, pp.473-477. 
4. 1923. On a peculiar chlorite rock at Ible, 

Derbyshire. Mineralogical Magazine, vol.20, pp.60-64. 
5. 1923. The toadstone clays of Derbyshire. 

Mineralogical Magazine, vol. 20, pp.151-157. 
TD Ford 

LAST DAYS FOR THE LANCASHIRE MINING 
MUSEUM. BUILE HILL PARK. SALFORD 

It has now been announced that this Museum will be 
closed due to "the necessity of making financial savings'', 
yet at the same time opening the Lowry Centre and 
investing in the Main Art Gallery in the Museum 
Department. The Museum was the last survivor of a phase 
of mining museums in the 1950's whereby cellars of 
country houses already being used as museums were 
converted to "mine galleries". Other examples included the 
museums at Temple Newsum, Leeds and Bagshaw House, 
Batley. There was even a mock mine in the basement of 
the Science Museum, London at this time. The gallery at 
Buille Hall was opened in 1957, when Alan Frost, a 
geologist, was Director. NCB fitters from Walkden Yard 
Workshops had been employed to transform the cellar into 
a mock mine. Visitors stepped into a pit cage, doors were 
closed and the impression of travelling the shaft was gained 
(using revolving walls with stick-on bricks) which was 
quite acceptable until the passengers realised that they had 
seen the same bricks a few times! During the late l 960's, 
material was collected from such closing pits as Brackley, 
Sandhole and Mosely Common. 

In 1969, the ground floor of the hall was partially 
converted into a "pit top" using the old drift top from Old 
Meadows Colliery at Bacup (Yorkshire). In 1971, the 
Museum had to close being declared structurally unsafe! 
By 1977, however, the building had been "listed", dry rot 
removed and the rest renovated and the Museum was 
reopened. During these years Frank Hacket and Rick 
Bradbury had been successive Directors. They were 
followed from 197 4 by Geof Preece who proved equally 
enthusiastic in the development of mining as a theme and 
by this time the Museum specialised in this. Geof pushed 
out into the field of Industrial Archaeology, adding much 
more material relating to the coal industry's past. This led 
to the first floor being converted into the History of 
Coalmining Gallery which opened in 1980. Further 
enthusiastic efforts led to a guide book being produced and 
an archives and library section of the Second Floor. He 
also developed a collection of "mining art" which lead to a 
further gallery being opened in 1984. 

Geof Preece left Buile Hill in 1985 and Alan Davies, 
the present Director, was appointed. Alan had been· an 
assistant keeper for a short term in the early 1980 's, but at 
the time of his appointment was working on the coal face 
at a small mine near Wigan. He was an obvious choice. 
He had a degree in art and an interest in collecting. He had 
also worked in four collieries and had studied mining. 
With the decline of the mining industry thousands of mine 
plans and documents were rescued, thousands more photos 
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were taken and numerous objects and drawings acquired. 
The upper floors have had to be refurbished to take them 
all and the remains of other earlier natural history 
collections had to be transferred elsewhere. Between 1989 
and 1991, the Museum's mining library expanded greatly 
with the acquisition of the very important Wigan Mining 
College Collection and also that of the former Wigan 
Library Mining Reference Collection as well as other 
material from closing NCB/BC and private industry 
collections. 

In 1994, in recognition of the Museum's vast regional 
collection which now surpassed all other local (and most 
regional) collections and its embrace of the whole coalfield, 
the decision was made to change the name to The 
Lancashire Mining Museum, Salford. 

Without doubt the Museum has a fine collection 
which is very interestingly laid out and easily accessible. 
Its loss will be great to children and students who 
appreciate its "hands on" and "experience" style and to 
more serious visitors. These can park easily, carry out 
research comfortably and take breaks in the well 
maintained parkland which surrounds it. The writer, for 
one, will miss the Museum greatly. 

Wigan Metro Borough has made a formal approach to 
Salford to take over the collection with a view to 
developing Astley Green Colliery as a new Lancashire 
Mining Museum. Most of the collection will go into store 
but will remain accessible. 
Dr IJ Brown 

DOLAUCOTHI GOLD MINES 
The Dolaucothi Goldmines, Lampeter, 

Carmarthenshire and which are owned by the National 
Trust, are known to date from the Roman period. 
However, recent research by French archaeologists has 
indicated that the mines may have Celtic origins and could 
be up to 3000 years old. 

The findings could revolutionise the thinking about 
Celtic jewellery making in Britain. It has previously been 
considered that the gold used in the manufacture of this 
jewellery was imported from Europe but it now seems 
likely that some of the gold used was mined and worked in 
an around the Dolaucothi area. 
The Times (1414100) Paul Sowan 

BOOK REVIEW 
"The Copper and Lead Mines around the Manifold 

Valley, North Staffordshire" by Lindsey Porter and John 
Robey. 2000, Landmark Publishing, Ashbourne, Derby
shire. ISBN 901 522 77 6. 269pp. (245xl60 mm). 
Price£ 19.95. 

Many members will know of, or have, the well 
received edition of the two writers' "The Copper and Lead 
Mines of Ecton Hill, Staffordshire" book that was 
published in 1972 by Moorland. They will wish to know if 
this is a minor or major re-write - it is!-Those who paid in 
advance not only received it at lower cost, but were listed 
in it too - both of which seems a good thing and such offers 
should be supported in future if we are to ensure a good 
flow of such speciality works. 

The authors have done considerable research since 
1972 and have had access to papers not available to them 



at that time. The layout is clear and easy to read in a 
double column format and most of the many photographs 
and diagrams are well produced and interesting in their 
appearance. 

Perhaps the biggest difference with the earlier book is 
the much wider scope attempted here. Some such data has 
been published for the area in issues of the PDMHS Bulle
tin and PDMHS Mining History, but the discovery of 
' ·Jost" records in the Derbyshire Record Office of the 
Harpur family and the eventual purchase, after being on 
the market for some time, of some 400 items relating to the 
area means the whole is much more than an improved 
presentation of previously published material. Some 100 
pages or so are devoted to the Ecton mines - about the 
same as in the previous work, rather more to the other 
mines of the area and the remainder mainly to descriptions 
of ore dressing and smelting. 

The book will appeal both to those specifically inter
ested in the area - a group much wider than mining and 
metallurgical specialists - and also to the general mining 
historian wishing to compare practices in this important, if 
small, mining field with those elsewhere. 
Lynn Willies. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
I. "Tarmac Papers Vol 3" edited by R W D Fenn et 

al. Published 1999 by Tarmac Quarry Products Ltd, 
Ettingshall, Wolverhan1pton, WV4 6JP. For availability 
phone Public Relations, 01902 353522. 

This, the third edition of an excellent series, contains 
20 specialist papers in nearly 400 pages with many 
illustrations, some in colour. Some of the papers are 
particularly relevant to Derbyshire and the Peak District 
including Art and the Quarry by Sir Andrew Duff Gordon, 
the Limestone Quarries of Cauldon Low ' J 769-1939 by B 
S Jeuda and Tarmac·s Heritage by l A Thomas. There are 
also articles from quarrying areas in Nottinghamshire 
(Holme Pierrepoint, Hoveringham and Girton Quarries) 
and Shropshire (Clcc Hill Quarry). 
Ivor Brown 

2. ''Gypsum in Cumbria - A History of the Gypsum 
and Anhydrite Mining in Cumbria" by Ian Tyler. Pub 
2000 Blue Rock Publications. Soft back, 285 pages, 125 
photographs, plans and illustrations . Cost £15.99. 

Gypsum in Cumbria describes an industry which still 
thrives around the world but which began modestly, with 
hard working men swinging picks and shovelling rock into 
carts. 

From the little "pits and puddles" of the early 
alabaster workings in the lovely vale of Eden in the east of 
Cumbria, sprang one of the largest and most important 
industries in the world. The characters live again as we 
hear of old George Railton, building in Carlisle in the 17th 
Century, the wealthy Thomlinsons of beautiful 
Englethwaite Hall whose extravagant living bankrupted 
them and the old women who scraped around for the 
gypsum to crush and bake it into rubbing stones in their 
ovens. We read of the giant Druid stones of Long Meg and 
her Sisters, guarding their ground above the mines and of 
the old steam locomotives which played their part in the 
story too, replacing the horse-drawn carts, and no less 
lovingly tended than their four legged predecessors. Later 
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the giants of the industry, the Hunters and the Trimbles 
brought the industry into modem times, building new plant 
and creating jobs in the post-war years. 

On the west coast, we find Billy the Hermit at Port 
Hamilton, and the tragic Clark family, doomed Keepers of 
the Light on St Bees cliffs. Then came the mighty 
Marchon company, mining anhydrite for their products 
from above the old Whitehaven coal seams. 

BERSHAM COLLIERY TRUST 
Shropshire Mines Trust is liaising with the Wrexham 

County Borough Council over plans to preserve the 
remains of Bersham Colliery. On site there is still one of 
headgears (which has just been sandblasted and painted) 
plus an engine house still containing the electric winder. 
An area of land around is dotted with various artifacts 
including the winder from the Point of A yr Colliery and a 
complete set of face chocks and a coal cutter. 

The remaining part of the old colliery is now an 
industrial estate but the tall waste tip still exists as a 
landmark. Agreement has been reached to lease the small 
area of the winder etc from the Council and that a separate 
Trust be set up to manage this part of the site. Initial 
meetings have been held on site with council officials and 
several ex-miners, the latter being willing to serve as 
Trustees. The council still has to carry out some work on 
site before they can hand it over, including making the 
surrounding area safe by laying and grading a gravel 
surface. 

Once the Trust has taken over a lease, work can start 
on cleaning out and refurbishing the engine house so it can 
be opened to the public. This will be done in several 
phases but it is hoped that it will be in a fit enough state to 
be opened to the public during the Heritage Open Days in 
September. There are other plans for the site including 
re-erecting a headgear on the other shaft and installing the 
Point of Ayr winding engine and to simulate winding this 
shaft. A number of the large artifacts from the Shropshire 
Mines Trust stock, like trucks, engines etc will be taken 
over to Bersham to be displayed. 
Shropshire Mines Trust Newsletter 

THE LAST PIT PONIES 
The last two ponies to work underground in the UK, 

Robby and Patch, who are nine and seven years old 
respectively, finished working underground in a Welsh 
coalmine more than a year ago. They then went to the 
Wyndham Home of Rest for Animals at Milton Keynes to 
live out their lives in peace and tranquility. 

They have become bored with life at their Rest Home 
and so it has now been decided to put them back into light 
work on the surface at the National Coal Mining Museum 
for England at Wakefield. They are to join the other four 
ex pit ponies at the Museum to give visitors a taste of a 
real working mine. 

They will get the exercise they need by pulling light 
loads of imitation coal around the museum surface in 
replica wagons that are similar those that were used 
underground. The routine will be gentle and provide the 
stimulation they need without subjecting them to the harsh 
underground conditions or long working hours. 
Wakefield Express 



WHERE ARE THE STONES? 
Two carved gritstone boulders have recently been 

unearthed at an unspecified location. They were unearthed 
by contractors levelling a "moonscape left by 18th century 
lead miners" to form a soccer pitch at a school. 

It is stated that the carvings were done during the 
Bronze Age. They are to be left where they were found 
rather than be put in a museum. 

One of the 3 ft diameter patterns shows a "cup and 
ring" design which archaeologists believe may have been a 
territorial marker. The other pattern has more elaborate 
marking for which the archaeologists have no 
interpretation. 

If anyone knows where these stones were found, 
would they please advise the Newsletter Editor. 
Daily Telegraph - 2015100 

THOMAS MANWARING GC - Hero and survivor of 
the flooding of the Arthur and Edward Colliery, Forest of 
Dean in 1949. 

Together with two fellow mineworkers, Tommy 
Manwaring saved the lives of two workmates when the 
Arthur and Edward Colliery, Forest of Dean, was flooded 
by an inrush of water on June 30, 1949. The men 
remained below ground for seven hours, every moment at 
great risk of being trapped, drowned or asphyxiated, in 
order to find a route to bring their two comrades to safety 
after the road to the main "Waterloo" shaft was flooded. 

An increase in water flowing from the roof of a new 
heading roof became apparent and pieces of shale began to 
fall through the roof lagging. A mine deputy, Ron Carter, 
gave the order to withdraw all the men in the heading and, 
less than a minute later, the roof gave way. A breach had 
been made into the adjacent and flooded East Siad pit, 
which immediately began to empty into the Waterloo 
workings. Carter's swift reaction saved many lives and by 
lOam 

Manwaring, a haulage man, had received orders to 
leave the mine but, on hearing that Albert Sims, an elderly 
haulage driver, was in difficulties, he went to find him. 
The cage was sent down in a final attempt to bring up five 
missing men, but the water had risen above the landing. 

Having found Sims, who was making his way only 
very slowly due to breathing difficulties, Manwaring met 
up with another haulage driver, Ernest Barnfield, and the 
three picked their way along the haulage road in order to 
find a way out. Unknown to them, two deputies had also 
remained underground in the hope of locating the three 
missing men. Manwaring and his two companions 
encountered the first of these, Oswald Simmons, walking 
back down the haulage road in search of them The four 
men found the other deputy, Frank Bradley, at an engine 
house where a telephone to the surface was still in working 
order. 

A call to the pit head with the news that all five men 
were alive and together was greeted with relief, but there 
was no remaining way out from the Waterloo workings. 
After consultation on the surface, the five men were 
directed to attempt to reach an old shaft of the nearby 
Pludds Colliery, which had recently been reopened and 
connected to Waterloo to provide better ventilation. 

The distance to the Pludds shaft was more than a mile 

7 

and a half underground and the route had a series of rising 
and failing "dipples". The elderly Sims soon became 
exhausted and Manwaring and the two examiners were 
obliged to take turns in carrying him on their backs up the 
rising slopes. Finding a coal trolley at the head of a 
dipple, they used it to push Sims the final 1500 yards to 
the foot of a ventilation shaft in the Pludds mine down 
which a large bucket manned by two volunteers had been 
lowered to meet them. 

The party of five previously trapped miners reached 
their rescuers at 3.15pm almost seven hours after the first 
alarm was given in the Waterloo heading that morning. 
Albert Sims was the first to be placed in the bucket and 
hauled 400 feet to safety. The rest of the party followed to 
be greeted by their wives. 

Three men of the five, Bradley, Manwaring and 
Simmonds were awarded the Edward Medal for their 
bravery in risking their lives for the safety of the others and 
for the rescue of Albert Sims in particular. The Edward 
Medal was instituted by King Edward VII in 1907, 
specifically to recognise bravery by miners and quarry 
workers, although the conditions were subsequently 
changed so as to allow for the decoration to be awarded for 
acts of bravery in industry generally. 

A Royal Warrant of December 1971, rationalising 
civilian awards for gallantry, provided for all surviving 
holders of the Edward Medal to exchange their decorations 
for the George Cross. This had been introduced by King 
George VI early in the Second World War, primarily for 
award to civilians for "acts of the most conspicuous 
courage in circumstances of extreme danger". 

Thomas Manwaring exchanged his Edward Medal for 
the George Cross, donating the former to the City 
Museum, Gloucester. He was one of the last recipients of 
the Edward Medal . 

Thomas George Manwaring was born in 
Warwickshire and worked in several pits in the Forest of 
Dean but retired early, partly due to the after-effects of his 
experience. He died on March 7 aged 83 and he is 
survived by his wife Joan and their daughter. 
The Times - 1513100 

IMPROVED PATH 
The fotpath up to Thor's Cave in the Manifold Valley 

Near Wetton has been greatly improved. Some 200 steps, 
fencing and a viewing platform at the mouth of the cave 
have been installed. 
NSGGA Newsletter 

ABANDONED MINESHAFTS AND MINE WASTE 
The British Geological Survey (BGS) has been 

awarded a major contract to improve the detectability of 
hazards associated with abandoned mines, including buried 
shafts, and minewaste contaminants such as acid mine 
waters, heavy metals, coal residues, cyanides and toxic 
gases. The information will benefit the ·construction and 
engineering industries, planning authorities and 
environmental protection agencies. 

Contaminated and unstable ground is not just a threat 
to health and safety but also has a blighting influence on 
property values, planning and economic regeneration. 
Rapid, high-density scanning of the shallow subsurface 



will improve confidence that the land is fit for purpose and 
arbitrary protection zones could be reduced accordingly. 

The contract is part of the joint EPSRC/NERC 
URGENT programme to develop a new non-invasive 
geophysical mapping technique for use in the built 
environment. The award is worth £220k and will run for a 
period of 3 years. 
Pau/Sowan 

ROLLS-ROYCE WINS $100M GOLD MINE 
POWER CONTRACTS 

Randgold Resources of Jersey has awarded Rolls
Royce Power Ventures Limited (RRPV), the independent 
power project arm of Rolls-Royce plc, contracts to build 
and operate two diesel power stations. 

The projects, for Randgold's Morila and Syama gold 
mines in Mali, will use seven Rolls-Royce Allen 5012 
diesel generating sets which have been specially developed 
for the power industry. The contracts are worth $100 
million over a 10 year period. Last year Rolls-Royce won 
a similar size contract with Ashanti Goldfields in 
Tanzania. 
Roger Gosling 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM'S WWII STORE 
AT CARTHOUSE QUARRY, GODSTONE 

As the quarry was rather damp the items stored at this 
site where "wet" zoological collections, ie items stored in 
70% methylated ethanol (ethyl alcohol). Some 25,000 
glass bottles of specimens were packed in sawdust, which 
then filled 605 wooden cases which were stored 
underground. 

Within a fe-.,v months it was found that one fungus 
was attacking the paper labels on the bottles, whilst 
another was rotting the wooden boxes and the sawdust. 
The labels carried vitally important scientific and historical 
information, not all of which was duplicated elsewhere, 
although there was an independent register of the 
specimens stored in the quarry. 

Chemical treatment of the labels was ineffective and, 
eventually, the entire collection was brought to the surface 
to be repacked. The glass bottles were returned 
underground to stand on slate and brick shelves. 

The collections needed constant care. Most of the 
original external labels were lost and the Museum has 
continuing problems resulting from erroneous and 
incomplete transcriptions to the new labels. 
News of the Weald Newsletter 

BRITISH LIBRARY MANUSCRIPT CATALOGUE 
The British Library's indexes and descriptions of their 

manuscript collections are now available online. It is 
possible to search for a person, place or subject, and also 
to see the catalogue entry for a particular manuscript. 

It is easy to use and the word "mines" produced 205 
hits and '"mining" 62 hits. 

The main British Library website is at:
<http://portico.bl.uk> and the manuscript catalogue is at 
<http ://molcat. bl. uk/msscat>. 
Welsh Mines Society Newsletter 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Ecton Mines - Artifacts 

Nationally, Ecton was one of the richest individual 
copper mines in Britain in the 18th Century. Situated in 
the Manifold Valley in North Staffordshire it ranked 
amongst the top mines in England and its ores were owned 
by the Duke of Devonshire and the Burgoyne Family. In 
the 1960's, the mines were purchased by the present owner, 
Mr Geoff Cox, who consequently established the Ecton 
Educational Centre and initiated an ongoing programme of 
gating and protection of the workings. 

The Ecton Mines are of great historical and 
archaeological significance. It was at the forefront of 
many im1ovative and important mining techniques. Recent 
exploration has resulted in the recovery of an antler pick 
from the workings which, after radiocarbon dating, 
indicates prehistoric mining activity. The antler is 
presently on display at the Peak District Mining Museum 
in Matlock Bath. 

Since the closure of the mines in the 1890's, many 
artefacts left in situ have gradually disappeared. In order 
to help understand, restore and preserve the fabric and 
content of the mines I am hoping to locate as many of these 
artefacts as is possible. 

To further this objective, I am requesting any 
members of PD HMS who have in their possession, or 
know the whereabouts of, artefacts originating from the 
Ecton Mines to contact me. I would like to see as many of 
these as is possible sent to the Ecton Educational Centre 
for cataloguing. Depending on the condition and 
importance it may then be appropriate for certain artefacts 
to be replaced in the mines or displayed at a museum. 
Such measures would facilitate future research and greatly 
enhance this important legacy from our mining heritage. 

In anticipation, thank you for any assistance you may 
be able to give. I can be contacted at:-
Ecton Educational Centre, Ecton, Near Wetton, 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire, DE6 2AH. 
Tel: 01298 84482 
E-mail: <prp99asn@Sheffield.ac.uk> 
Garth Haddon Thomas - Mine Warden, Ecton Mines 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER 2000 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 1st September 2000. Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:- Wes Taylor, 
18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, SWADLINCOTE, 
Derbys, DE12 8NA. Tel:- (01283) 713315. E-Mail:
wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and may be 
reproduced without permission provided due acknowledgement is 
made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do · 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Society. Copy submitted for 
publication is not checked by the Editor for accuracy. 

Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd. Reg Charity No 504662 
Company No 12279931 (Reg in England) - Liability Limited by 
Guarantee. Reg Office: Peak District Mining Musewn, Grand 
Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 
3NR. Tel: (01629) 583834. 
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