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NEWSLETTER No 97 JANUARY 2001 

If there is a cross in the adjacent box, then you have not IVl 
renewed your membership for the current year. Please renew ~ 
now!!! 

SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

22-23 September 2001 NAMHO Field Meet - Ireland 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Twenty Sixth Annual General Meeting of 

the Peak District Mines Historical Society was held 
in the Pump Room at The Peak District Mining 
Museum, The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, on 25 November 2000. 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the 
year ending 30 June 2000 were accepted. 

Chairman's Report 
In March we took part in the British Academy 

Science Week. We had three well attended talks and 
three well supported walks. The planned visit to Blue 
Circle Cement Works had to be postponed until May. 

Heritage Weekend in September coincided with 
the fuel shortage and we decided during the week to 
cancel it but quite a few people turned up on the 
Saturday. So, after a round of phone calls to rally 
the troops, we managed to get enough members there 
on the Sunday to take the surprising number of 
people who turned up on tours of the Magpie site. 
Thank you Wes Taylor for organising and registering 
the event with the Civic Trust and Harry Parker for 
his work with the publicity and to the members who 
were there on Saturday who talked to visitors and 
sold them some leaflets. 

This time last year there were plans to move the 
Ashover plant to the Temple Mine site. We faced 
long delays in getting adequate designs which would 
have met all of the Health and Safety Regulations and 
which also complied with requirements under the 
Disabled Discrimination Act, further delays while the 
plans got Planning consent and more delays while we 
tried to raise funds. It was decided to put the plant 
into store. This was achieved in October. Our 
thanks go to Middleton Mine managers for allowing 
us to put it there, to Roy Paulson for his liaison work 
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and to Andy Gillings and his team for getting the job 
done successfully. 

The International NAMHO 2000 Conference in 
Cornwall was very successful. There was a full 
programme of talks and field trips with a reception in 
County Hall, a trip down the river and a concert 
given by the Holman Climax Male Voice Choir as 
evening entertainment. And the weather was very 
good as well. I was pleased to see so many PDMHS 
members there. 

Membership: 425 members renewed last year 
and there were 43 new members making 468 
members in all. So far this year there are 354 
renewals and 9 new members. Thank you to 
everyone who returned the questionnaire. This is 
being collated by John Bamatt and will be considered 
by Council to see what action needs to be taken to 
attract and keep new members. 

Members activities: John Peel and his group 
have not made a lot of progress in the sough this year 
but have put fixed ladders in a shaft to make access 
easier. They do need more people to help on this dig 
and are hoping to put the pumps in again next year. 

The Horsebuttocks group are now digging out a 
shaft on Yatestoop Vein north of Painterway Farm. 

Work is going on High Rake, Hucklow, with 
some interesting finds. There is a team of ten 
members involved in this project. 

Preservation: Jim Rieuwerts and Lynn Willies 
have managed to get 43 sites scheduled this year. We 
will be producing a list for members to. keep so that if 
they see any problems on any of these sites we hope 
that they will report them to Jin1 or Lynn so that 
action can be taken. 

Magpie: The cottage has been well used 
throughout the year by members and non-members. 
Improvements continue on the Smithy and 



Chatsworth Estates have agreed to pay for the new 
roof for the shed. Work should have started this 
week. Bazal Productions have been making a film 
for Channel 4 about Chatsworth and have done some 
filming at Magpie. 

Meets: We have not had quite such an 
adventurous year as last year but meets have been 
reasonably well supported. Thank you to Paul 
Chandler for his efforts. If you can think of 
anywhere you would like to visit but don't feel like 
organising it, do get in touch with Paul. 

Publications: We have published one bulletin 
this year and Wes Taylor produced four Newsletters 
during the year. The Millclose Bulletin will be out 
very soon. Lead Mining in the Peak District is now 
available as is Colliery Ventilation. This is on 
special offer from Mike Luff for a limited time. 
Other books available in the Museum shop are new 
editions of Lathkill Dale by Jim Rieuwerts and The 
Copper and Lead Mines around the Manifold Valley 
by Lindsay Porter and John Robey. Jim's Glossary is 
also on sale. 

Museum: During the year we lost Don Harris 
who has been such a great help for several years. We 
have gained a new part-time member of staff, Frank 
Robinson, who is proving to be a very useful member 
of the team. Robin Hall and his team continue with 
new and improved displays. To comply with the 
DDA we have to have labelling at different levels and 
in larger type and simplified explanations, also audio 
explanations when we can afford them. As with 
many other museums our visitor numbers and income 
are down. This is partly due to the high carpark 
charges, increased shopping attractions and because 
we arc no longer allowed to sell bargain books but I 
think the main reason is the state of the building. It 
looks so run down that potential visitors are put of by 
it and probably feel it is not worth going inside. Alan 
Mutter is still putting a lot of work in trying to get the 
new lease settled, until this is done we cannot 
complete the re-registration of the Museum. The 
Museum now has a web-site so if modem technology 
lives up to the expectations that our advisors say it 
will we should see an improvement in visitor numbers 
and income. Maxine and her staff and volunteers are 
doing a good job in difficult circumstances. 

Crich: Paul Smith, the project leader, reports 
continued improvements to the displays and to the 
shop with increased income which enables them to do 
more work. Many thanks to lain Butler and Derrick 
Fisher who have worked long and hard over the years 
and who have now retired from the team. Paul would 
welcome more members to help in the longest running 
Society project. 

My thanks to John Thorpe who has "acted" as 
secretary this year, to Dave Gough, the treasurer, 

who has found the job entails a lot more than he 
thought and to all members of Council who have 
supported me during my tenn of office. 
Evelyn Dixon 

Election of Directors 
Following the election to fill the vacant posts, 

the Directors of the Society for 2000/2001 are:
Chairman 

E A Marsh, 29 Whitely Wood Rd 
SHEFFIELD, SI 1 7FF 
Tel: 0114 230 1077 

Deputy Chairman - Vacant 
Hon Secretary 
JR Thorpe, "The Old Bakehouse", 

Hon Treasurer 
D Gough, 

Hon Editor 
Dr L Willies, 

Hon Recorder 
RPaulson, 

Ordinary Members 
Dr J Bamatt, 

Dr I J Brown, 

P Chandler, 

A M Gillings, 

MJ Luff, 

Any Other Business 

Cobden Rd, MATLOCK, 
DE4 3JR 
Tel: 01269 582521 

26 Lodge Rd, Newthorpe, 
NOTTINGHAM, 
NG16 2AZ 
Tel: 01773 788052 

"Hilderston", 
17 4 Dale Road, 
Matlock Bath, MATLOCK 
DE4 3PS 

Tel: 01629 584322 

"Holt House", Holt Lane, 
Lea, MATLOCK, DE45GQ 
Tel: 01629 534775 

21 The Front, Fairfield, 
BUXTON, SK17 7EQ 
Tel: 01298 77923 
95 Manygates Lane, Sandal, 
WAKEFIELD, WF2 7DL 
Tel: 01924 257137 
12 Darwent Rd, Tapton, 
CHESTERFIELD, S4 l OUE 
Tel: 01246 220773 
8 Bernard Ave, Hucknall, 
NOTTINGHAM, 
NG15 8DH 
Tel: 01159 635497 
"The Coppins", Wash Lane, 
Ravenstone, COAL VILLE, 
LE67 2AZ 

Tel: 01530 810905 

1. Dr Lynn Willies advised the meeting that 
Dr T Ford OBE could not be at the meeting due to ill 
health. Trevor had been the..Sooiety F.ditor iOr many 
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years but had now relinquished that post As a mark 
of thanks and respect he suggested that the "Peak 
Mines Award" be renamed the "Ford Award" . 

This was unanimously agreed. 

2. W Taylor reminded the meeting that two 
years ago a question was asked as to why the Society 
did not have the benefits of Covenanted 
Subscriptions. He asked what progress was being 
made to recover funds from the Inland Revenue under 
the simplified Gift Aid Scheme. 

J Thorpe advised that the Society was awaitng a 
reply to correspondence sent by the Society. 

3. Dr L Willies announced that "Colliery 
Ventilation", a new publication produced by the 
Society, was now available. The launch price of the 
book is £13 .50 but the cover price will be £16.99 in 
the future. 
Wes Taylor 

ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty First Annual Dinner of the Society 

was held at Jackson Tor House, Matlock on 25 
November 2000. 

The Chairman, Mr Tony Marsh, proposed 
Toasts to "The Lord of the Field" and to "The 
Society". 

Harry Parker, on behalf of Trevor Ford, 
presented the Society Awards for 2000. They were:-

1. The Harold Sarjeant 
Award for Mines Conservation 
was awarded to "The Howe 
Grove Team". 

2. The Peak Mines 
Award was made to John 
Barnett for his paper 
"Prehistoric and Roman 
Mining in the Peak District: 
Present Knowledge and Future 
Resaearch" published in 
Mining History Vol 14, 
Part 2. 

The after dinner speaker 
was Mr Boyd Potts. His slide 
presentation was of his life and 
work in the Antarctic during 
the 1960's. 
Wes Taylor 

members of the Society and keen supporters of the 
Peak District Mining Museum where, in its early 
days, they were often to be found manning the sales 
desk at weekends. Frank also served Hon Secretary 
to the Society. 

Frank was an engineer and retired textile mill 
manager. He will, however, be best remembered as a 
skilled maker of precision scale models of various 
engines. These included the famous hydraulic engine 
deep in the Sir Francis Mine in Gunnerside Gill, 
Swaledale. 

Access to this engine room involved a long wade 
up a flooded level of some 1500 yards, in many 
places chest deep, in icy-cold water with scrambles 
over fallen "plate" (shale). To ensure accurate 
measurements Frank, a perfectionist, visited the 
location three times, the last being in 1992 when he 
was 72 with a support party that included his son 
John, also an active member of the society, to record 
details with drav.~ngs, photographs and vidoes. 

The actual building of the 1: 12 scale model took 
two years. The model, including the engine, its 
chamber, anvil and work bench with drawers 
containing miniature hand tools, was made mostly in 
brass. For the work Frank used a lathe, milling 
machine and full-scale hand tools. 

In September 1994 I was privileged to visit 
Frank's home to photograph his handiwork and the 
resulting report and pictures were published in the 
PDMHS Bulletin, Vol 12, No 4, Winter 1994: " Sir 
Francis Then and Now" 

OBITUARIES 
1. Frank Peel 

The late Frank Peel with his model of the Sir Francis Hydraulic Engine 
Photo by H M Parker 

Members will be saddened to learn of the sudden 
death of Frank Peel just two days after his 80th 
birthday. 

Frank and his wife Madge are both long-serving 
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The Sir Francis model has been on show in the 
Peak District Mining Museum but has been 
temporarily removed until a new showcase has been 
constructed. Two of Frank's other models are 



currently on show at the Museum. These are .the 
Winster Hydraulic Engine and the Grassington Water 
Wheel made in association with the museum's Robin 
Hall. 

Frank was one of nature's gentlemen. He was a 
keen historian and his craftsmanship will preserve for 
posterity the enterprise and initiative of the "Old 
Man" long after the actual sites have become 
inaccessible. 

He leaves a widow, two children, four 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. He will 
long be remembered with admiration and affection. 
Harry Parker 

2. Don Harris 
It is with regret that we announce the death of 

Don Harris, a valued friend and colleague. If you 
have called at the Mining Musemn in the last ten 
years or so, you would no doubt have been greeted by 
'Old Don'. Don was a voluntary member of the Staff 
who enjoyed his retirement manning the counter and 
swapping anecdotes with visitors. 

A native of the district, he started work at 
Matlock Co-op before moving on to Dean Quarry at 
Wirksworth where he remained until he retired. He 
was a joy to talk to because of his knowledge of local 
people and events which had occurred over the last 
half century. Virtually every new Peak District 
publication coming into the Museum bookshop 
contained photographs of one or other of his 
relatives. If not related, they would be known to 
Don, including some who actually died of Lead 
Poisoning. 

Don was one of life's gentlemen and is sadly 
missed by all who knew him. 
Robin Hall 

3. J Michael Tomlinson 
It is with regret that we record the death of 

Michael Tomlinson at the age of 80 in August 2000. 
Michael was a dental surgeon with a practice in 
Liverpool who, in his retirement in Anglesey, 
researched his family history and, in particular, the 
part played by the Tomlinsons in the Inlaid Marble 
Industry of Ashford in the Water, Derbyshire. This 
interest culminated in the publication of the very fine 
book "Derbyshire Black Marble" by PDMHS in 
1996. 

Our condolences are extended to Molly, his 
widow. 
Trevor D Ford 

NATIONAL HERITAGE WEEKEND
September 2000 

The National Heritage Weekend is held each 
September under the auspices of the Civic Trust. 
During this weekend many hundreds of properties are 

opened to the public, free of charge, for a few hours. 
Wes Taylor suggested to Council that PDMHS 

should open one of it's sites under this scheme. It 
was agreed that we open the Magpie Mine site to the 
public on this weekend. Although the site is open to 
anyone throughout the year, this would be a public 
relations exercise to make members of the public 
aware of the real significance of the site, obtain 
publicity, new members, etc. 

Wes made the formal application to the Civic 
Trust to register the event and get it included in the 
National List of Events. Harry Parker distributed 
press releases to the local press, radio and television 
stations. It was intended that groups of visitors be 
guided round the site, a facility that is not normally 
available to casual visitors. Plans were made to staff 
the site with guides, provide light refreshments, have 
a small exhibition provided by the Peak District 
Mining Museum, a bookstall and a supply of 
Membership Application fonns. The site would be 
formally open from 1. OOpm to 5. OOpm on the 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Unfortunately, the best made plans of mice and 
men do go wrong. In this case the Heritage Weekend 
coincided with the petrol/diesel shortage caused by 
the national disruption of the supply of fuel to 
garages. In the week before the event, doubts were 
raised as to whether we could run the event because 
of the availability of fuel for members to get to the 
site. In addition, if members could not get to the site, 
our potential visitors would have the same problem. 
What should we do? 

After much heart searching it was decided to 
cancel the event. A number of local press and radio 
stations had intended to attend and the Society lost 
potentially valuable publicity. Fortunately the 
Society had not incurred any expenditure in 
promoting the weekend. 

But, of course, not everyone who intended to 
visit the site had not heard of the cancellation. There 
were also potential visitors who had plenty of fuel. 
The result was that when Chris Morris went to 
Magpie Mine on the Saturday afternoon he found a 
number of visitors waiting to be shown round. Chris 
did his best to salvage the situation but in the evening 
the phones were humming again. 

In was agreed to provide skeleton cover on the 
Sunday afternoon in case any visitors turned up. 
Evelyn Dixon and Wes Taylor agreed to take visitors 
round the site with Chris Morris, Chris Haystead and 
John Glover giving much needed support. 

During the afternoon about 70 visitors turned 
up. Some came by car, others came to the site as 
part of a walk and a number of local residents came 
because this was an opportunity to find out about the 
site. All the visitors were very enthusiastic and Wes 
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and Evelyn were worn out at the end of the afternoon. 
At one stage, Chris Morris was running round the 
site taking cups of tea to Wes and Evelyn to lubricate 
their vocal chords. There was not time stop and relax 
between the tours. 

In the end the event was successful. It was a 
pity that it could not have been run as planned but, 
under the circumstances, a lot of visitors went away 
happy and much wiser. 

Thanks to all involved. 
Wes Taylor 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following have recentlty joined the Society:-

Mr & Mrs P Geary Sheffield 
Mr AT McHale Matlock 
Mr J Dymond 
Mr J Bacon 
Mr & Mrs J Haslam 
Mr & Mrs I Brownson 

Mr T Mills & C Ashby 

Mr D A Williams 

Watnall 
Holloway 
Ludlow 

Duffield 

Bedford 
Kirk Ireton 

THE BARMOTE COURT EVENT 
Upholding the Society policy of maintaining the 

continuity of the Barrnote Court, a meeting that has 
been held for centuries, jurymen and representatives 
of local mining operations joined officers and 
members of PDMHS, complete with appropriate 
refreshments, at Magpie Mine on Wednesday 25 
October 2000. 

The gathering was addressed by John Elkins, 
Chief Surveyor of Glebe Mines who are currently 
operating the fluorspar plant at Cavendish Mill. He 
kindly consented to a PDMHS visit to the plant in the 
future. 

Julie Bunting, who contributes greatly to the 
Peak Advertiser, was a valued guest. As an avid 
collector of Peak District customs, she expressed her 
gratification at being present to help preserve such a 
time-honored tradition. 
Alan Mutter 

PRESERVATION OF DERBYSHIRE LEAD 
MINES AND SCHEDULED MONUMENT 
STATUS 

Exploration of Peak District caves in the early 
1950s led the writer to an ever increasing interest in 
lead mining, originally purely as an alternative form 
of exploration, but gradually to an understanding of 
the geological setting, and the history and 
technological development of Derbyshire lead mining. 

The idea of a need for conservation of the most 
important mining remains soon began to formulate. 
Unfortunately, most individuals and public bodies 
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were unsympathetic to these ideas. Only the writer's 
friendship with the late Michael Smith and William 
Sargeant, which led to the formation of the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society in 1959, provided 
the impetus to carry forward these embryonic ideas. 
There was some moderate success in the first few 
years of the Society's existence, but remains of the 
former lead mining industry continued to vanish at an 
alarming rate. Despite the Society enjoying good 
working relationships with mineral operators and 
planners alike, no statutory protection seemed to be 
forthcoming and official interest was still at best 
lukewarm. 

Eventually, Lynn Willies, with some input from 
myself, was able to persuade English Heritage to 
schedule four sites. Lynn, with his expert knowledge 
of the smelting industry, achieved limited additional 
success at the same time with the scheduling of two 
smelters. During the late 1970s and 1980s four 
further mining sites within the Peak Park, together 
with three sites outside its boundary, were also 
accorded Ancient Monument Status, Lynn Willies 
being responsible for the inclusion of all of them, 
though he had requested from me additional historical 
and ground data relating to two of them. 

Matters took a dramatic and very positive 
change with the arrival at the Peak Park Planning 
Board of Ken Smith as Archaeologist. I was invited 
to work closely with Ken during the 1980s, in the 
preparation of preliminary historical reports. 

In the latter part of the decade English Heritage 
decided to embark on a national survey of 
metalliferous mining sites. Because of the extensive 
historical research already carried out, Derbyshire 
lead mining found itself at the forefront of this 
important assessment procedure. Again liaising 
closely with Ken Smith, the writer prepared 
additional and more detailed historical accounts, 
together with descriptions of remaining surface 
features, for well over forty specific mining sites. 
Lynn Willies carried out similar detailed work mainly 
on lead smelting and he has enjoyed considerable 
success since, thus ensuring the conservation of 
important smelting sites. John Bamatt has not 
included any smelts in his short review accompanying 
this newsletter. 

By August 1992 the Derbyshire list contained 
54 sites, including smelts, for inclusion as Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments. This total included 13 
previously scheduled monuments (including two 
smelting sites). David Cranstone, a consultant then 
based in Newcastle, was commissioned by English 
Heritage to 'vet' the above mentioned proposals, 
awarding each a merit mark of either one, hvo or 
three stars. Generally it was accepted that only those 
achieving three star merit were considered definitely 
suitable for further scheduling consultation. 
Meetings between the writer and Ken Smith led to 
some correspondence with both David Cranstone and 



with English Heritage, this resulting in some 
re-evaluations being applied to the original Cranstone 
recommendations. 

The long awaited scheduling of the remains of 
the Derbyshire lead mining industry seemed very 
slow, but at last confirmation of Scheduled Ancient 
Monument status began to trickle through. During 
the period 1995 to 1998 sixteen were scheduled and 
nine more in 2000. Thus, at the time of writing, thirty 
six lead mining sites within the Derbyshire orefield 
(excluding smelting sites) are protected as Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments. 
J H Rieuwerts 

DO YOU WANT TO SPEND A PLEASANT 
DAY IN MILLCLOSE SOUGH? 

A working party is to be held in Millclose Sough 
on Sunday 11 February 2001. No special skills are 
required but you must be able to climb 1 OOft of fixed 
ladders. 

For further information, please contact John 
Peel, Tel: 01335 390448, after 6pm. 

PIPES WANTED 
Has anyone a supply of 4in plastic pumping 

pipe that is looking for a good home. Either rigid or, 
preferably, flexible reinforced pipe. 

For further information, please contact John 
Peel, Tel: 01335 390448, after 6pm.,_ 

NOTES FROM THE PEAK DISTRICT 
MINING MUSEUM 

The Peak District Mining Museum has now got 
its o'Arn Web Site. This is www.peakmines.co.uk 
together with an e-mail address of 
mail@veakmines.co. uk 

The site has an attractive design containing 
information about Temple Mine and the Museum. It 
also has a suite of photographs taken by Paul Deakin 
of activities in the Museum and Mine plus a small 
photographic archive of Derbyshire Mining Scenes 
which will be expanded in time. It is our aim to have 
the entire Museum Booklist added, but at present just 
a small selection is shown. 

There is also a Links Cave to various other Web 
Sites. 
Robin Hall 

APEDALE COLLIERY MUSEUM 
I thought this ~nformation might be of use to the 

society and our members. Yesterday I attended a 
preview day of a new mining museum due to open 
soon. It is located on the former site of the Apedale 
Colliery in Newcastle under Lyme, Staffordshire. The 
museum is located in a brand new building and 
contains various mining memorabilia, photographs 
and documents of North Staffordshire's mining 
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heritage. They are on the look out for any mining 
memorabilia any person has got or can loan on the 
north Staffordshire coalfields. Some of the attractions 
at the museum will eventually include: 

A cafe, toilets and adventure play area and 
shop, 

A Heritage Trail, 
Mining artefacts including access to the 

underground workings at the former 
colliery, 

Reconstructed miners cottages, 
Railway events, 
Nature walks and woodland trails. 

The museum is not open yet; they are still 
awaiting confirmation that the drifts are safe from the 
mining inspectorate. I was given a guided tour of the 
site and made to feel very welcome. 1 asked them 
about the possibility of photographing the site above 
and below ground and was informed that they would 
be willing to let this happen. 

For more information please telephone Mr Bill 
Hilditch, 01782 627241, Mr Chris Matthews on 
01782 56588670 or Mr Keith Meeson, 01782 
503799. 
Anthony Botham 

MYSTIC GOINGS ON AT WHALF MINE, 
MONYASH 

Early last autunm a group of members visited 
Whalf Mine and were surprised to find that there had 
been a large fire in the oil drums that form the 
entrance to the mine. After clearing out the rubbish 
from the fire, the party entered the mine. What they 
found was enough to raise the hairs on the back of 
their necks. 

In the first chamber they found a large stone 
circle with one large stone in the middle. On top of 
most of the stones there were the remains of tallow 
wax, together with the remains of red and white 
candles. The first impression was that the mine had 
been used by some cult to perform some ritual. 

The findings have been reported to the Peak 
Park Ranger for the Monyash Area. Does anyone 
know of any mysterious activities in this mine? 
George Chell 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1. "Lathkill Dale, Derbyshire: Its Mines and Miners" 
by Dr J H Rieuwerts. Landmark Publishing, 
Ashbourne. Hardback, l lOpp, ISBN 1 901 52280 6. 
Cost £16.95 . 

This is an expanded and much better produced 
publication than the first edition that was published 
by Moorland in 1973. It includes a selection of 
colour photographs and a wider selection of black 
and white photographs that have been taken by Paul 



Deakin, Harry Parker and Lindsey Porter: enough 
said! More importantly, in the twenty seven years 
since the first edition was published, Jim Rieuwerts 
has gone on and to gain his PhD and has 
subsequently continued his researches so that this 
publication is a much more mature work and, without 
the discovery of further substantial archives, it is 
hard to see how such an intense examination of 
mining within an area of a couple of square miles 
could reasonably be improved. 

It is the duty, however, of any reviewer to cast a 
few aspersions. I am not sure to what extent Jim is 
correct in describing the libations consumed at the 
measuring and bargain days as being provided by the 
owners: this was certainly not the case at Miners 
Engine where the copers put it all on the slate. 
Maybe after a good reckoning ........ . 

I read (page 27), with bated breath, the final 
paragraph where the 46th Article was added to the 
High Peak Laws and Customs, which became the 
50th in Hardy's "Miners Guide" of 1748. But what 
was it? - not all of us have such a good library. 

Jim is also unreasonably cautious in his 
consideration of the Dakeynes Engine at Lathkill 
Mine - his evidence would convince any court. I'd 
like to see more, however, of the detailed evidence for 
Westgarth's engine having been installed cl 772-75 
before I believe it 

The book also contains a "Chronological Table" 
of mining related events in the dale, an abbreviated 
"Glossary of Mining Terms", a "Bibliography" and a 
list of "References" of the source of information used 
in the book. 

This is a book that is recommended to all. If 
you just want an interesting read, or to use it as a 
research document, this is the bible of Lathkill Dale. 

Congratulations too to Lindsey Porter et al at 
Landmark for yet another publication in a worthy 
well produced series. 
Lynn Willies 

NB Jim Rieuwerts and Lindsey Porter consider 
that they have not given sufficient credit in the 
publication itself to Paul Deakin for the use of his 
photographs in the this publication. They apologise 
to Paul for this omission and hereby thank him for 
providing copies of his photographs for their use. 

2. "What the Papers Said ... " by Roger Flindall. 
!Published 2000 by the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society. ISBN 0 904 334 24 4 
Cos~ £8, (p&p £1). 

As one who spends long hours poring over old 
county newspapers I see many a good story which 
has strayed from a neighbouring county. So it stands 
to reason that some Derbyshire happenings were 
similarly reported further afield, sometimes not even 
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appearing in local papers at all . To researchers, this 
would be a valuable historical resource - if only 
they knew it was there. 

Searches of provincial newspapers are greatly 
impeded by the lack of competent indexes but Roger 
Flindall, as a specialist in the use of both, is 
commemorating the Millennium by promoting the 
practicality of indexing local newspapers into a 
national database. "What the Papers Said. .. '', is his 
personal demonstration that this is a realistic 
proposition. 

Roger has scoured Nottingham newspapers 
dated 1714 to 177 6 for references to Derbyshire and 
to subjects associated with mining. By and large the 
material was not published in Derbyshire newspapers 
of the day, in fact the county did not have its own 
newspaper before 1721. Even then, certain stories 
were reported only outside the county because 
influential parties were able to suppress local 
coverage. 

Researchers using "What the Papers Said. .. " 
will have, at their fingertips, full and accurate 
transcriptions of significant references without need 
to consult the original newspapers. 

Roger Flindall is well known to historians for 
the professionalism of his indexing and "What the 
Papers Said. .. " fully maintains the high standard of 
his more specialised works. In addition to the index 
of subjects, places and mining references, the 
separate index of persons' names will be of immense 
value to family historians. This resource is shortly to 
be matched in a companion volume - a persons index 
to tl1e Derby Mercury 1800-1804. 

Old newspapers never fail to provide an 
entertaining read, from important historical material 
to the bizarre and downright gossipy, typified by two 
selected extracts: 

1. From the Nottingham Mercury, 20 June 
1723: 'On Tuesday, died of the Smallpox, 
aged about 16, the Lord Thomas Manners, 
Brother to his Grace the Duke of Rutland' 

2. The Leicester and Nottingham Journal, 
13 June 176 1: 'This is to give Notice that 
there will be a CUDGELLING at the house 
of Roger Frost, in Cromford, in the County 
of Derby, on Wednesday the 24th instant, 
1761. One Guinea free to be given to the 
last best Man ... ' 

Julie Bunting 

3. "Children of the Pits - Child Labour and Child 
Fatality in the Coal Mines of Whitehaven and 
District" by Ray Devlin. 2nd, enlarged, edition, 1999. 
A5, 80pp, illus, paperback. Price £5.00. Published by 
the Friends of Whitehaven Musewn. 

There are not many authors in this field who can 



claim descent through four generations of miners, as 
can Ray Devlin. His great-great-grandfather came to 
Whitehaven in the 1830s and members of the family, 
including Ray, worked in the industry until the final 
closures of the 1980s. He is thus uniquely qualified 
to write this book, which covers the employment of 
children from the age of six underground in the 
Lowther mines. 

Ray examines the jobs the children did, the 
conditions under which they worked, the homes in 
which they lived, and their wages. Children started 
as 'trappers', opening and closing air doors in the 
dark, and moved on as they grew to haulage work. 
The girls would generally stay on haulage but most of 
the boys becan1e 'baggers', or hewers, before they 
were twenty assuming, that is, they were still alive. 
Their general health was poor, they fell down mine 
shafts or were kicked by the pit ponies, roofs fell on 
them, or they died in the many explosions which 
occurred on a regular basis in the fiery West 
Cumberland mines. 

Numerous statistics and graphic illustrations 
bring home the full horror of child labour in the pits. 
Much of the material is from contemporary accounts, 
often in the childrens' own words. The author is to be 
congratulated on the way he has woven all this into a 
cohesive and useful account, with in addition a 
comprehensive glossary covering many Cumbrian 
and more general mining terms. 

I recommended this book to all . 
Chris Irwin . 

4. "The Railwavs of Purbeck" by R W Kidner. 
Published in 2000 by Oakwood Press, A5 , 96pp, 123 
photos and illustrations. Cost £7.95. 

This is a new enlarged third edition of this book 
and whilst it is a typical railway history book, it does 
have considerable mining interest. The book covers 
such topics as the local stone industry, ball clay and 
Kimmeridge Shale (oil). Many of the early mineral 
lines were narrow gauge tramways and they brought 
mineral from the quarries and underground mines to 
the central marketing points and the railways. The 
clay mines were both shaft and adit workings and 
some of these mines, with their railway connections, 
continued operation until the 1970's. 

The shale workings, including shaft access, were 
quite important by the mid 19th Century. Again 
railways were used.to transport the mineral but 
actual mining seems to have ceased by the end of the 
last century. 

There are a few mining related photographs but 
the chief emphasis, of course, is on the area's 
railways. 
Dr I JBrown 
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5. "Carrving Coals to Dunston - Coal and the 
Railways" by E Manns. Published 2000 by 
Oakwood Press. A5, l 12pp, 50+ photos, maps etc. 
Cost £8 .95. 

Some of the chapter headings speak for this 
book; Coal and the Railway, Early Coal Mining in 
the North East, Early Mining Methods and Transport 
of Coal, Early Wooden W agonways and Coal and 
Industry. 

There is plenty of mining and many illustrations 
relating to the coal industry in this book. It covers 
ground that has been covered before but brings it 
together in a more concise and interesting way. It 
deals wholly with the North East coalfield and some 
of the aspects discussed, such as the use of staithes, 
must be unique in scale to that area. The book also 
covers preservation of the Tan.field Railway and the 
mining and railway exhibits at the Beamish Museum. 

The scope of this book is much wider than that 
of the usual railway history book. This is, perhaps, 
not surprising considering how coal and railways 
were so interdependent with each other in the North 
East of England. 
Dr JJ Brown 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
1. "Industrial Gwynedd Volume 4" Published by 
Plateway Press, Taverner House, East Harling. 
Norfolk NR16 2QR. Cost £7.50 plus £1.50 p&p, 52 
art paper pages. 

Contents of Mining/Quarrying interest: 'Fire 
Queen' ex Dinorwic Slate Quarry, Restoration of the 
Vivian V2 Incline and the waterwheel at Gilfach 
Ddu. 

FRANCE REVISITED - MORE FRENCH 
WARTIME SITES 

The first site visited was the Citadel in Cambrai, 
where the first massed tank battle was fought in 
1917, and where the Red Baron von Richthoffen shot 
down Captain Rees, the first of his 80 kills. The 
Citadel was built in medieval times as a castle, and 
used for military purposes up until the mid- 19th 
century. However, by 1892 it had become derelict, 
and the townsfolk, for reasons that I couldn't fathom, 
decided to bury it! It now forms and eX:tensive 
underground structure that is more of a curio than 
anything, although at its heart, in an area where the 
public are not normally admitted, is a large circular 
shaft, source of the stone used in much of the 
structure. Unfortunately we couldn't descend it. The 
Citadel is open to the public each October, or by 
prior arrangement with the tourist office; these 
special trips are expensive! One of our guides had 
excellent English, the other had none. 

Our second site was Les Cinq Pitiers near 
Deslincourt between St Quentin and Roye. Here there 
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are massive workings where soft chalky stone has 
been extracted on a large scale at various times in the 
past using a pillar and stall technique. During WWl 
both the Germans and the French occupied parts of 
the mine, and both left their mark in the form of 
carvings representing such things as divisional 
badges, the Prussian Imperial Eagle and the French 
Cockerel. As usual with these sites, the Germans also 
left electrical wiring and other signs of civilised living 
that are seldom present where the French or British 
have been. At some stage the area was reworked, 
removing the roof from large sections, although 
several kilometres of underground workings remain. 
The site gets its name from an isolated stall with the 
massive roof intact, supported by five pillars. Visits 
can be arranged through the Association Patromoine 
de la Grande Guerre Oise-Aisne, who request a token 
fee to help fund their work in preserving the site, part 
of which is already being used as a 4x4 adventure 
circuit. (We donated ten times that asked for, and still 
had a cheap morning!) Our guide spoke no English at 
all. 

Whilst in the area, we reconnoitered a couple of 
other stone mines, but didn't have tin1e to visit them 
this year. On the Oise, there are the Carrieres de la 
Maison-du-Garde at Tracy-le-Mont, and Les 
Carrieres Mallet at Mareuil-la-Motte. Also, north of 
Amiens, there is the village ofNaours which has an 
underground city carved into the stone under it, 
complete with 3km of passages, 300 rooms, stables, 
chapels and public squares. Its origins date back to 
the 3rd century, and the tunnels (known as 'muches') 
were occupied by the military in both world wars. 
Visits to these will have to wait for another year! 
Steve Curr 

SLATE INCLINED 
Bryneglwys Slate Quarry - There has been a 

recent fall within a chamber on 20c level, anyone 
intending to enter the workings should be most 
careful. 

South Dorothea Slate Quarry- The tips have 
been disturbed as slate waste has been used for 
hardcore etc for the new Penygroes bypass. 

Nantlle Tramway - A wall of stone sleepers 
from the tramway has been found during clearance 
work for the Penygroes bypass. The tramway was 
3'6" gauge and was horse worked until closure, it was 
used by many of the Nantlle Slate Quarries. 

Pen-yr-Orsedd Slate Quarry - Working has 
recommenced on the southern side as McAlpines are 
trying to get to the green band slate. A number of the 
old buildings are in danger of destruction. 

Oakeley Slate Quarry - It is understood that 
McAlpines have paid off a number of workmen that 
were taken on last year. The site was formerly part of 
the Gloddfa Ganol tourist attraction that was closed. 
Much of the quarry has now been untopped. 
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Llechwedd Slate Quarry - After the closure of 
the working pit by the Inspectorate some 18 months 
ago the quarry is now said to be 'struggling', the 
Tourist operation though has apparently had a good 
season and without it the quarry would probably be 
closed. 

Croes y Ddwy Afon Slate Quarry - The site 
which was re-opened in the l 980's has been 
abandoned and all the 'new' buildings have gone. All 
that currently remains on site is a JCB digger. The 
former levels sited at the rear of the property which 
were untopped, the pit is now 
water filled with a definite blue hue and looks like a 
scene from a film on a tropical island! 

Caermeinciau Slate Quarry - On the main 
dressing level and the quarry office (?), it appears 
that a wall has recently seen a collapse. The site is 
much larger than I first thought and well worth a 
visit. 

Dorothea Slate Quarrv - Grant aid has been 
secured from CADW (Welsh Historic Monuments) 
and work has now started on the restoration of the 
beam engine. Stage 1 is to remove asbestos from the 
cylinders. 

Aberllefenni Slate Quarry - A slab wagon 
similar to that used by the quarry on the Corns 
Railway has been rebuilt by a member of the Corns 
Railway Society and now stands proudly in the yard 
at Maespoeth. 

Croesor Slate Quarry - During a recent visit 
photographs were taken of a manifold. This is 
currently sited on the hillside close to the one of the 
air shafts. It has obviously been dumped probably 
because it was too heavy. 
John A Knight 

FILMING FOR TELEVISION AT MAGPIE 
MINE 

Channel 4 television spent several weeks last 
autumn filming Chatsworth House and the estate for 
a follow-up to their "Great Houses" documentary 
series . The resulting progranlffie is due for 
transmission in the New Year, but at time of going to 
press we had no details of dates or times. The 
camera crew made several visits to Magpie Mine, so 
there is a chance that there will be some familiar 
scenes. Keep your eye on the schedules! 
Andy Gillings 

CLIVE COPPER MINE SHROPSHIRE 
Members of our small exploration team from the 

Staffordshire Moorlands recently went down a DRY, 
WARM, STANDING ROOM mine i11 the Triassic 
Sandstones at Clive, Shropshire. The visit was made 
courtesy of the Shropshire Cave and Mining Club. 

The access is via a 20ft wire ladder pitch down 
a small shaft. This leads to the upper stope workings 
on a major, near vertical fault, contemporaneous with 
the Wern Red Rock Fault, trending N-S with a 15° 



hade east. The geology is identical to Alderley Edge, 
as is the copper mineral and ex.tractive process. 
Faulting is in the classic form of the Stormy Point 
Fault in Doc Mine at Alderley Edge. 

The upper stope has been worked to near the 
surface via a line of hand picked shafts which are 
visible in the top of the stope. Most of these shafts 
are capped with rotting timber and old bedsteads. 

The south end of the upper workings are reached 
by a horizontal traverse across a deep shaft and 
stoping. Access to the lower workings and tramming 
level is then via a l OOft SRT pitch down a shaft sunk 
on the fault from the upper stope. 

The shaft bottom intersects the tramming level 
approx lOOyd from the 200ft deep pump shaft, 150ft 
below the collar. The pump rods from the steam 
powered pumps are still in situ, while the pumps and 
clack boxes lie discarded in the level. The old pumps 
have been replaced with electric submersible pumps 
and the water that is pumped out of the mine 
nowadays is used to augment the local water supply. 

Other small mines and trials exist in the soft 
Triassic rocks of the area. Pyms Hill, for example, is 
believed to have been closed in 1640's when the 
Royalist army conscripted the mine workers. 

A very enjoyable trip, with one of the most 
friendly and informal groups in the business. 
Len Kirkham 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 
The title "An Introduction to The Caves of 

North East of Wales'', was published by the 
Grosvenor Caving Club in June 2000. The book is 
only available from Chris Ebbs but l 0 copies were 
sold from Bernies at Ingleton just after publication. 
The text uses colour as an aid to cross-referencing. 

It has come to light that just weeks after it' s 
publication, the book was photocopied and then 
found its way onto the shelves of a bookshop. The 
alleged perpetrator of this illegal action is known and 
he claims that that the copied books got onto the 
commercial bookshop shelves by accident. 

If you buy a copy of this book which is devoid 
of colour, then you have been ripped off. 

If anyone sees B&W copies for sale, please pass 
on the inforn1ation on to Chris Ebbs, tel: 0 1824 
780748. This information is required to assess the 
extent of the problem and help the club decide what 
further action to take. 
Grosvenor Caving Club News/et/er 

WALKS IN THE LAKE DISTRICT 
The Threlkeld Quarry & Mining Museum is 

organising a number of walks to mine and quarrying 
sites in the Lake District. These are:-

April 1 Force Crag 
May 6 Coniston Mines 
Mat 2 7 Roughten Gill 
June 3 Eagle Crag 

July I 
July 22 
August 5 
August 19 

Dufton Mines 
Seathwaite Wad 
Greenside Mine 
Tilberthwaite Mines & 
Quarries 

September 2 Elterwater Quarries 
September 23 Goldscope Mine 

All walks commence at 10.30am. Boots, waterproofs, 
spare clothing and a packed lunch required. All 
walks take at least 5 hours. Charge £3.50 per person 

For further information, telephone 017687 
79747 or 01228 561883. 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 2001 EDITION 
OF THE NEWSLETTER 

A number of contributors are sending important 
copy for inclusion in the Newsletter at the last minute 
and expecting it to be included. In some cases I have 
been advised after the closing date that copy is 
forthcoming and would I delay publication. The 
answer to that is "NO!" 

As the preparation of the Newsletter is an 
ongoing process and the number of pages is 
controlled (ie 8,12,16 pages), material for inclusion 
which is received very close to the current cut off 
date causes me great difficulties and inclusion cannot 
be guaranteed. 

The Newsletter is published to a fixed timetable 
and must be at the printers early in the month prior to 
the publication date. It is my proud boast that the 
printing is always completed by the due date. 

Copy for the Newsletter is acceptable at any 
time but to be considered for a specific edition I must 
receive it at least 6 weeks prior to the publication 
date. 

The deadline for material for the next edition of 
the Newsletter is 14 February 2001. Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 
E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co. uk 

WEBB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co. uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 1227993 l (Reg in England) 

Liability Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 
Registered Office : Peak District Mining Museum, 

The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 
3NR. 

Tel:- 01 629 583834. 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by 
the Editor for accuracy. 
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PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

Peak District Mining Museum 
Grand Pavilion 
South Parade 
Matlock Bath 
Matlock 
Derbyshire 
DE43NR 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS 

YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE 2000 

ACCOUNTANTS CERTIFICATE 

KEITH BRADSHAW & Co 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

1 Parkhead Road 
Causeway Lane 
Crown Square 
Matlock 
Derbyshire 
DE4 3AR 

We certify the attached accounts to be correct according to the records and information supplied by the 
officers for their preparation. 

\le~ \3rocie""-o.J d- Co . 

KEITH BRADSHAW & Co. 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

~ '1h ac-\ober '2c:x::!JC> 

Date 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the year ended 30th June 2000 

2000 

INCOME 

Subscriptions 6,339 
Sale of Publications 2,666 
Building Society Interest (Gross) 538 
Donations 459 
Dinner Surpluses 72 
Magpie Cottage Operating Surplus 786 
Car Parking 746 
Temple Mine Share of Profits from PDMM 1,000 

12,606 

EXPENDITURE 

Subscriptions 78 
Insurance 1,609 
Temple Mine Costs 183 
Magpie Site Expenses 302 
Crich Mining Display Deficit 93 
Society Project Costs 

Generator Repairs 446 
Miscellaneous, Travel and Administrative Expenses 55 
Peak Award 25 
Printing and Stationery 54 
Postage 1,015 
Accountancy 417 
Cost of Newsletters 776 
Cost of Mining History 4,278 
Cost of Other Publications 1,493 
Depreciation: Generator and Trailer 307 

11.131 
SURPLUS I (DEFICIENCY) FOR THE YEAR 

---
£ 1,475 

1999 

6,235 

3,849 

1,009 

531 

99 

514 

3.500 

15,737 

1,582 

212 

803 

70 

317 

176 

25 

20 

950 

417 

796 

1,303 

4,104 

362 

11, 139 ---
£4,598 



PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES for the year ended 30th June 1999 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE 

INCOMING RESOURCES 

Subscriptions 

Sale of Publications 

Donations 

Dinners 

Displays and Projects 

Building Society Interest 

Temple Mine Share of Profits 

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 

RESOURCES EXPENDED 

Subscriptions 

Displays and Projects 

Management and Administration 

Generator Repairs 

Dinners 

..'.... Publications 

~ TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED 

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 

FUND BALANCES BROUGHT FORWARD at 01 .07.1999 

FUND BALANCES CARRIED FORWARD at 30.06.2000 

FIXED ASSETS as at 30th June 2000 

Freehold Land at Temple Site at cost 

Generator and Trailer at cost 

Less: Generator Renewal Fund 

Less: Depreciation 

2000 

4,530 

(1 , 180) 

3,350 

(1 ,609) 1,741 ---
E 1,742 

6,339 

2,666 

459 

840 

3,543 

538 

1,000 

15,385 --

78 

2,589 

3,481 

446 

769 

6,547 

13,910 

1,475 --
58,852 

60,327 

1999 

2 ,048 --
E 2,049 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIMITED 

BALANCE SHEET as at 30th June 2000 

2000 1999 

FIXED ASSETS as per Schedule 1,742 2,049 --- -
CURRENT ASSETS 

Stock of Publications 10, 111 10,401 
Temple Mine - Share of Profits from PDMM 1,000 3,500 
Sundry Debtors and Prepayments 105 50 
Cash at Bank 10,994 6,946 
Nationwide Building Society 38,794 38,256 
Cash in Hand 244 67 --- ---

61 ,248 59,220 --- --
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Loan - Curry Fund 2,000 2,000 
Sundry Creditors 663 417 - - - --

2,663 2,417 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 58,585 56,803 --- --
NET ASSETS £ 60,327 £ 58,852 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 

Capital Reserve 1,361 1,361 
Peak Mine Award 200 200 
Capital Account as at 30th June 2000 12,323 12,323 

Revenue Account as at 30th June 1999 44,968 
Add: Surplus for the year 1,475 46,443 44,968 --- --

E 60,327 £ 58,852 
--- -

The Directors have:-
a) taken advantage of the Companies Act 1985 in not having these accounts audited under Sectic 

249A(1) [total exemption] . 
b) confirmed that no notice has been deposited under Section 2498(2) of the Companies Act 198! 
c) acknowledged their responsibilities for ensuring that the company keeps accounting records 

Which comply with Section 221 of the Companies Act 1985 
d) acknowledged their responsibilities for preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the 

company and of its profiUloss (whichever is applicable) for the year then ended in accordance 
with the requirements of Section 226 of the Companies Act 1985 and which otherwise comply 
with the requirements of this Act relating to accounts, so far as applicable to this company. 

On behalf of the Directors 

D Gough (Hon Treasurer) J R Thorpe (Hon Secretary) 


