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ASHOVER FLUORSPAR WASHING PLANT 

New readers start here . .. 
In 1986, the Society bought the "White Hillocks" 
fluorspar treatment plant at Gregory Mine, 
Ashover. The plant had been built in the early 
l 940's by Miss Parkin, who ran it for forty years 
with very few changes. It represented an excellent 
example of the type of small-scale mineral 
treatment plant that used to be dotted all around 
Derbyshire. Such plants have been superseded by 
larger scale operations, and the Society was eager 
to preserve the White Hillocks plant with a view 
to setting it up as a working display. 

The site at Ashover was not suitable for public 
access, and the Society's purchase covered only 
the plant, not the buildings or surrounding land. 
However, Miss Parkin was kind enough to let the 
plant remain in situ at Ashover until the Society 
found a suitable location. The Society looked at a 
number of possibilities, including sites that we 
already owned or leased, (such as the Museum, 
Temple Mine Crich, and Magpie), and "new" 
sites, but none of them were entirely suitable. 
Factors such as cost, accessibility, potential visitor 
numbers, security, and services all had to be 
evaluated. 
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Meanwhile, the plant remained at Ashover, 
but two years ago Miss Parkin requested us to 
vacate the building. 

Now read on ... 
Of all the sites examined, Temple Mine seemed to 
offer the best prospect. It is on the doorstep of 
the Museum, with a large potential market, and is 
ripe for a major re-vamp. Plans were drawn up 
for a new building to accommodate the plant, a 
sales and ticketing outlet and other facilities 
including the landscaping of the site to provide 
wheel-chair access to the mine entrance and the 
upper storey of the building. This scheme would 
have cost around £300,000. 

Tourist attractions in Matlock Bath and further 
afield are seeing a levelling-off or actual decline of 
visitor numbers. The Society's Committee could 
not develop a business plan that would justify the 
outlay of a third of a million pounds, even taking 
into account the grants and similar funding that 
might be obtained. However much the plans were 
simplified, there was little scope to reduce the cost 
significantly. The Committee decided not to go 
ahead with the plans to rebuild the plant, but to 
put it into storage, with a view to setting it up 
again at some future date when the economic 
situation is more favourable. 

, __ 



The plant was dismantled 
over several weekends in the 
autumn of 1999. The largest 
items were the two jigs, some 
Sm long, 1.2m wide and 

The main part of the logwasher being pulled out of the shed 

2.4m high. Mineral 
remaining from the last batch 
of washing was cleaned out 
and the grids, sieves and 
paddles removed. Smaller 
items were put into crates or 
onto pallets ready for 
removal at short notice when 
a suitable storage site could 
be found. The intention was 
that there would be a 'kit of 
parts' together with all the 
documentation necessary to 
rebuild the plant. 

Photo by Allan Mutter 

In parallel with the design work going on for 
Temple Mine, preparations were being made at 
Ashover to move the plant. A full archaeological 
record of the plant was made, including 
photographs, video recording, scale drawings and 
sketches. Solids and liquids flow diagrams and 
electrical layouts were drawn out. Every item was 
catalogued and labelled before anything was 
moved. 

Even the criteria for storage 
facilities - cost, security, weather protection -
whilst not as onerous as those for a re-build site, 
were not easily satisfied. Eventually, a suitable 
location was found at Middleton Limestone Mine. 
Here where the mine has been worked on a 

' 
room-and-pillar system, there are large empty 
spaces with a very solid roof 

On Sunday, 22nd October, 2000, two days prior 
to the planned move to Middleton, the end wall of 

the building at Ashover was 
opened up and both sets of 
jigs dragged outside onto the 
loading area. Work started at 
7.30am on the following 
Tuesday and by l l .30am eight 
volunteers had loaded the 
complete plant onto two 
flat-bed lorries. The building 
was made secure again (as 
requested by Miss Parkin) and 
the lorries and volunteers 
travelled in convoy to 
Middleton. The lorries were 
driven underground to the 
storage site, where unloading 
took about 1 Yi hours. 

The "Mister Shifters" take a well earned break, with the jigs in the 
The whole move went very 
smoothly thanks to a lot of 
planning beforehand. The background Photo by Alan Mutter 
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Hiab lift fitted to one of the lorries made easy 
work of the heavy loads. Thanks must go to all 
those Society Members - and non-members -
who helped with the physical work, with the 
administration, and with the loan of tools, 
equipment and transport. 

At the risk of missing someone out, I will try to 
name them: N Birkett, D Clucas, J Glover, K 
Gregory, C Haystead, D Hollis, J Howe, T Marsh, 
A Mutter, R Paulson, J Peel, R Peel, J Thorpe, D 
Williams, G Towndrow (tractor), T Jeffrey and 
Ged (haulage), the staff at Middleton Mine, and of 
course, Miss Parkin and her Agent, Mr 
Wheatcroft, for letting us leave the plant at 
Ashover for so long. 

And in our next instalment ... 
While we were dismantling the plant at Ashover, 
several people who lived locally came to see what 
we were doing and gave us information and 
anecdotes about the plant when it was running. If 
you're thinking of writing an article, say for the 
Bulletin, let us know, and we'll pass the 
information on to you. Alternatively, if you have 
any stories about White Hillocks, let us have 
them, and we will see if we can get something 
published. 
Andy Gillings 

FUTURE MEETS 
In view of the current access restrictions due to 
the FMD outbreak, members intending going on 
the following meets should contact the 
organiser/leader before the event to establish 
whether the meet will go ahead. 

1. Surface walk around Cononley Lead Mine, 
Near Skipton, Yorkshire. 

Sunday 22 April 2001 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

Hosts: "Friends of Cononley Mine" - Mike Gill 
Bring a packed lunch, waterproofs, walking gear, 
cameras etc. 

There is the possibility of a short underground 
trip in the same area. Bring caplamp, helmet, 
boilersuit, etc if you are interested. 

For meeting time/place for further details, 
tel: 01246 220773 at least one week before meet. 

2. The Mines of Peak Forest and Castleton 
Liberties 

Saturday 26 May 2001 

Leader: Chris Heathcote. Tel: 01298 814822 

Meet on Church Lane leading from Peak Forest 
Village to Old Dam at 10.30am. Bring a packed 
lunch and suitable walking attire. Dogs on leads 
welcome. 

This surface walk, which will follow the Peak 
Forest, Losom Top, Linicar, Old Moor, Oxlow 
Rake, Peak F crest route, will visit lead mining 
remains on some of the extensive veins that 
traverse the Peak Forest/Castleton Liberty 
boundary. Historical details will be given 
concerning the numerous mine sites on these and 
associated veins. 

If time allows, How Grove on Dirtlow Rake will 
be visited to view the conservation and 
preservation work that has recently been 
undertaken by members of the Society. 

3. Coal Mining Remains and the Quarry 
Workings, Axe Edge/Goyt Valley, Buxton 

Sunday 3 June 2001 

Walk Leader: Paul Chandler 

This is an all day moderate grade SURF ACE 
WALK of approx 8 miles. Bring a packed lunch, 
waterproofs, walking gear, etc. Dogs on leads 
welcome. This is a joint walk with Masson 
Caving Group. Peak Walking Group Members 
are invited. 

Meet 9.45-10.00am at Derbyshire Bridge Car 
Park (NGR 019716) off the A537 road. 

The O/S Map White Peak Outdoor Leisure 24 
covers the area. If you require a copy of the 
intended 'Walk Route', please contact Paul in 
advance. 

Tel: 01246 220773 for further details. 



4. Climbing in the Peak District, Derbyshire 

Sunday 18 June 2001 

Organiser: Paul Chandler 

Instructed climbing day for novices and, subject to 
demand, PDMHS Members with climbing 
experience. All climbing equipment provided. 

Ratio: 1 Instructor to 8 people. Cost £25 (approx) 
for the full day. 

If interested contact Paul, tel: 01246 220773, no 
later than 30 April so that a firm booking can be 
made with the external organisation. 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF FORTHCOMING 
TRIPS 

1. High Tor Grotto and Side Mine, Matlock Bath 

TUESDAY 30 October 2001 

Evening visit with permission from Laporte 
Pigments(UK) Ltd. 

2. Salts Level/Deep Ecton, Ecton Mines 

Sunday 4 November 2001 

With permission from Geoff Cox, Ecton Mines. 

3. Great Masson Cavern, Matlock Bath 

Sunday 18 November 2001 

With permission from Heights of Abraham Ltd. 

This is a change of date from March 25 2001 

4. Peak Cavern, Castleton 

Sunday 10 March 2002. 

This is a confirmed booking. 

FOR YOUR DIARY 

National Caving Conference, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
12 - 14 October 2001 
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BRITTANIA STONE MINE, October 2000 

This was one of those trips that we will not forget 
in a hurry, and we probably won't let Paul 
Chandler forget it either! 

The meeting time was a bit later than usual, it 
being 'over the hills' from our usual Derbyshire 
stomping ground. As is usual with such sites, 
someone had found an alternative use for the 
quarry site. As well as the normal tyres, oil drums 
and burnt out cars, this quarry is now a nationally 
known site for trial bikes (yes, the type that sound 
like a lawn mover being tortured and leave a trail 
of blue smoke). The drivers and supporters of 
these infernal machines seemed to be rather 
mystified by the sight of a group of 15+ adults in 
strange overalls, hats and lights. 

Surprisingly some commercial working is still 
going on nearby. The equipment looked as 
though they were producing aggregate, but we did 
not visit this area. 

On the walk over to the mine entrance, dodging 
the motorbikes, our guide said that a non stop 
through trip could be done in about 45 minutes. I 
guess I was not the only one thinking that a bit 
longer tip would be nice ,but how wrong can you 
be. We surfaced from the mine at half past three. 
An unfortunate clash of dates for our proposed 
guide had resulted in a 'reserve' guide stepping in 
at the last minute so that the visit could go ahead. 

Before I go any further, I should point out that 
our party insisted we went in through the east end, 
when our guide said he only really knew the route 
going in at the west end and coming out at the 
east end. 

Anyway, it is no exaggeration to say that we were 
going round in circles for 3 hours! Firstly we 
were going against the arrows marked 'out', then 
we were going with them. Next thing everybody 
was saying 'we've been here before'. 

This is a very complex mine and it is no surprise 
that a few years ago a group of children were lost 
down the mine for many hours. They were 
eventually found by the local cave rescue team 
and brought safely to the surface. 



I have to confess to not remembering too many 
features within the mine, but perhaps this just goes 
to show that unknown mines are very easy to get 
confused in. This is definitely one I won't be 
entering without a guide! 

The mine has two entrances, quite some distance 
apart. When you look at the disturbed ground on 
the surface, most people would not 
imagine that there was a similar 
area underground that had been 
worked. 

added bonus in that we carried out some 
"industrial" archaeology thanks to Terry 
Worthington and his equipment. 

Much more of the front wall of the winding engine 
house (or is it the boiler house?) has now been 
exposed, together with a flagged area. Although 
we have a photograph of the ruins we are still 

The mine produced building stone 
and has many similarities with 
other stone mines such as Box 
Mine, near Bath and the two 
Ashford Black Marble mines. The 
workings are generally in the form 
of a grid and the working method 
seems to have been something 
close to pillar and stall, a major 
difference being the dumping of 
waste rock on the floor to allow 
easier access to the upper parts of 
the vein. Additionally this mine 
contained some VERY large 
timbers to support the roof or keep 
the walls apart. 

A Russian, alias Chris Heathcote, mechanised wheelbarrow 

Within the mine two or three main 
routes had obvious remains of 

brigade on exercise at High Rake Photo Keith Gregory 

railway lines. These were very degraded and roof 
falls meant they were no longer on the route 
through the mine. 

As a follow up to this trip, it might be worth a 
visit to some of the extensive surface workings in 
this area, as they seem to have been large enough 
for steam cranes, railway connections and the like. 
Andy Hurrell 

HIGH RAKE MINE, WINDMILL, GREAT 
DUCKLOW 

For the first time the High Rake Team, formerly 
known as the How Grove Team, continued 
working through the winter months. The 
December meeting was fine and dry with much 
achieved. The January one was similar although 
snow still lay under the walls. There was an 
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guessing about the exact purpose of the walls we 
have exposed. Many of the deposits through 
which we are digging are dated from the type of 
bottle/tin/car part found since the area was the 
local tip. 

Our activity has attracted a lot of attention from 
the many walkers, in particular the locals who 
often know little of the site. We have had nothing 
but help and favourable comment from all the 
residents and this bodes well for the long-term 
conservation of the remains. Work continues on 
the first Saturday of each month, weather 
permitting. 

The conservation/preservation work at the surface 
of this mine will be continuing during the year. 
Anyone wishing to join the group working on this 
project should contact Chris Heathcote, tel:01298 
814822, for details of meeting dates and times etc. 
Chris Heathcote 



NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome the following new members to our 
Society. 

Mr H Dymond Chesterfield 
Mr D Archibald & Family 

Arnold 
Mark & David Weston 

Mr JN Mills 
Mr D J Gledhill 

Werrington 
Ipstones 
Sheffield 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1. Listing of Mining Sites 
When Jim Rieuwerts, the late Michael Smith and I 
co-operated in bringing into being the Peak 
District Mines Historical Society back in 1959, it 
was always our hope that, some day, there might 
be mine sites in the Peak District scheduled for 
preservation. At that time, as Jim writes in his 
recent article (PDMHS Newsletter, No 97, Jan 
2001 ), the surviving relics of the two thousand 
year old mining industry were being obliterated at 
an alarming rate. (The demolition of the splendid 
Water Grove mine chimney, merely as a source of 
rockery stone and despite our protests, remains a 
poignant memory). Moreover, the whole concept 
of industrial archaeology was alien to the British 
public; industry was nasty and undesirable, wasn't 
it, and its relics constituted a mere marring of the 
fair face of the Peak District! 

Since then, our Society has done much to educate 
the public and to convince the Peak Park Planning 
Board into modifying their former "smooth green 
slopes" policies. The bringing into being of the 
Peak District Mining Museum and the opening to 
visitors of Temple Mine was an immense step 
forward, not only in educating the public but also 
in making local authorities aware of the "tourism 
potential" of mining history. On this, and on so 
many other achievements in preservation and 
publication, the Society is very much to be 
congratulated. 

However, for me at least, the fact that old 
prejudices have been so completely overturned is 
made most evident by an announcement in the last 
Newsletter that no less than 54 sites have been 
formally listed as Scheduled Ancient Monuments. 
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This is indeed a major achievement and a tribute 
to the success of the Society's work, over its 
almost 42 years of existence. I am delighted by 
this news and proud to have played a part in it, 
however small and early; and I know that my late 
father and mother, Harold and Margaret Sarjeant, 
would have shared my delight. 

Please extend my very sincerest congratulations to 
Jim, Lynn Willies, Ken Smith and all others who 
played a part in this tremendous achievement; not 
forgetting Trevor Ford and the many writers and 
researchers who, over the years, have contributed 
to much to recognition of the historic importance 
of the Peak District Mines. 

This is a great start to the new millennium! 
Prof William A S Sarjeant, DSc, FRSC 

2. Scheduled Lead Mining Sites 
I was delighted to see the list of Scheduled Lead 
Mining Sites in the January 2001 Newsletter, and 
John Barnatt's and Jim Rieuwerts' Articles. To 
correct one small point - sites graded at two, as 
well as three, stars were considered to be 
definitely of schedulable importance (the three star 
being the creme de la creme), or Listable if they 
were not of a type suitable for Scheduling. 

Incidentally, I am also a long standing member of 
PDMHS, so the Society was closely involved at 
every stage of the process. Lynn Willies, Jim 
Rieuwerts and Ken Smith all put a lot of work 
into the short list and background information that 
I used, and this is a good moment to record my 
thanks publicly (and to Lynn and Shelagh Willies 
for hospitality during the field work) - but the real 
reward for all of us, I'm sure, is to see such a 
successful end result in terms of protected sites. 
David Cranstone 

3. The Spectre of the Mine 
Several years ago the writer, along with other 
persons, experienced an uncanny event while 
exploring the underground workings in a mine at 
Matlock Bath. Recent talks with various other 
members of the Society has revealed that other 
people have had "strange" unexplained events 
happen to them at other locations within the 
Derbyshire Orefield. · 

It is believed that this phenomena could be more 



common than was first thought. If there are any 
other members of the Society who have had 
similar experiences, either underground or on the 
surface at a Derbyshire lead mine, would you 
please put pen to paper and write to me. Any 
accounts received will, hopefully and with the 
senders permission, be used in a short article 
about the superstitions of the "Old Man". 
Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, High Peak, SK23 9TX 

4. Chert and Mines 
a. Smiths Runners and Holme Bank Mine, 
Bakewell 
Can anyone identify which buildings stood at this 
site? I am also interested to know how the mine 
tramway ran from the main adit up the incline past 
the packway. I need to know what stood on the 
stone foundations either side of the main adit 
below the crusher. Two buildings were 
demolished by the weighbridge, now an electricity 
sub-station. Walking up the packway you will see 
three elevated stone platforms/foundations or 
demolished buildings-one at main adit level, one at 
lower yard level and one at the top (The Hole) 
level. Walking higher up behind the quarry 
towards Crackerdale, if one wanders off to the 
right there is a stone platform with stone steps. 
Sitting on this is a replcement Davie Block hut. I 
thought it might be a winch house, but it shows no 
sign of this. All of these buildings remain a 
mystery. 

b. Pretoria Mine. Bakewell 
When was the mine itselflevelled please? Was the 
equipment sold on? 

c. Unidentified. Mawstone Lane. Y oulgreave 
Has anyone identified the mine appearing in a 
photograph in a book by Lyn Davies? It is 
wrongly identified as Long Rake and Mawstone 
Mine. It lies on the opposite side of the road to 
Mawstone Mine, just opposite the MMY gate. 
One stone building still stands, the two wing 
buildings are corrugated iron replacements. 

If anyone has any photographs, may I have 
photocopies please? My interest is the structures 
and tramways. 
Jonathan James, 8 Dale Road, Stanley, llkeston, 
Derbys, DE7 6EY 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

1. "Stone Quarry Landscapes: The Industrial 
Archaeology of Quanying" by Peter Stanier. 
24. 7 cm by 17.2cm. Paperback. 160 pages. 
Tempus Publishing, Stroud, Gloucestershire, 
GL5 2QG. Cost £16.99 

Despite the excellent quality of this publication, I 
was apprehensive on opening the first page, for 
the sub-title on the inside page was slightly 
different to the front cover. It stated "The 
Archaeology of Quarrying in England", which left 
me wondering what the objectives of the book 
were. The introductory chapter, "The Quarried 
Landscape" indicates that the book sought to 
rectify the general lack of archaeological literature 
on quarrying and explains how investigation can 
enhance the interpretation of quarried landscapes 
by using case studies. Most of these case studies 
are centred on small quarries, mainly 19th and 
20th century, and examine quarry form, stone 
cutting, extraction and dressing. They are 
generally located in southern England. The book 
can be divided into two principal parts. The first 
covers quarrying history, archaeology, techniques 
and geology, while the second deals with case 
studies of quarrying landscapes from specific areas 
and rock type. 

The second chapter " The Oldest Industry: A brief 
history of quarrying", whisks the reader quickly 
through the Neolithic, Roman and Medieval 
periods to the large quarries of the present day. I 
found this short section particularly disappointing 
through lack of detail. However additional 
material for these periods are combined in the 
following chapter. As the author states "the basic 
techniques for quarrying and working freestone 
remained largely the same from Roman times until 
the early 20th century" and this section, on the 
working of quarries and pits, sets the scene for the 
remainder of the book. However some aspects 
were missing. For the devoted industrial 
archaeologist, perhaps more information could 
have been provided on quarry railway layouts, 
incline winding drums, quarry cranes and winches 
and their remains, for example the type and layout 
of foundations. The first part of the book finishes 
with a section on archaeology together with a 
checklist for investigating a quarry site. Although 
the British Geological Survey is mentioned as an 
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invaluable source of quarrying photographs and 
Survey notebooks are referred to, no comment is 
made regarding the district memoirs published by 
the Survey. The memoirs frequently record the 
geological sections of quarry faces, which can be 
very important in understanding how a quarry 
developed and, more particularly in the older 
memoirs, what the stone was used for. 

The second section covers sixteen case studies 
that range from Wiltshire Sarsens, Millstone Grit, 
Granites, Jurassic Limestones, Chalk and Slate, 
and concludes at the National Stone Centre, 
Wirksworth. There are many examples of the 
techniques described in the first section, together 
with descriptions of what makes each case study 
landscape unique. What I found fascinating were 
the many examples of dressed stone that could 
still be found on quarry sites, from millstones in 
Derbyshire to very ornate stone in the south-west 
granite quarries. Elsewhere the subtle features 
that characterise the Purbeck and Portland stone 
quarries are described in detail. 

The book concludes with a full list of references 
for each chapter. However for a book intent on 
filling a gap in archaeological literature on 
quarrying I believe there is one major omission, 
the lack of a glossary. Whilst many of the 
quarrying terms are defined in the text, it would 
have been useful to have them itemised elsewhere 
to refer back to. Perhaps this could be a 
companion booklet? 

Despite the small omissions, the book is readable 
and well illustrated throughout with mainly black 
and white photographs. There is also a section of 
high quality colour photographs. Where 
appropriate, line drawings detail techniques, tools 
and quarry layouts, the latter predominantly in the 
case studies. The cover sub-title is an honest 
statement of its contents. The book does 

I must recommend the book to anyone who is 
remotely interested in the industrial archaeology 
of the extractive industries. 
Rob Vernon 

2. "Lead Miner's Heyday - the Great Days of 
Mining in Wirksworth and the Low Peak of 
Derbyshire" by Ron Slack. Published by Ron 
Slack, paperback, 90 pages illustrated; Cost £5. 00 

For some years before and since retiring from 
full-time employment as tutor librarian at 
Chesterfield College, Ron Slack has devoted much 
of his time to researching Derbyshire history. At 
the epicentre of his studies lies the former 
lead-mining village ofBrassington, that modest 
settlement on the southern escarpment where the 
Pennines finally give way to gentler territory. Not 
surprisingly, then, his first foray into lead mining 
literature, Paupers Venture Children's Fortune (a 
book inspirationally and evocatively entiiled after 
the names of two of the mines), was concerned 
with the lead mines and miners ofBrassington. 

In this new volume, Ron Slack widens his 
horizons to write about all of the mining liberties 
in the Wirks:worth wapentake. More specifically, 
the locations under examination, as well as 
Wirksworth, are Middleton-by-Wirksworth, 
Cromford, Brassington, Matlock, Elton, 
Middleton-by-Y oulgreave, Bonsall, Hopton, 
Carsington and the Dovegang on Cromford Moor. 
Many of these places, by way of conservation and 
restoration, are now attractive, residentially 
desirable towns and villages. And here lies the 
paradox, for lead mining in Derbyshire, although 
lucrative, was essentially another squalid chapter 
in industrial history: a tale of exploiters and the 
exploited, of unimaginable human privation, of 
environmental pollution and permanently scarred 
landscapes. 

admirably cover the industrial archaeology of While Ron Slack's balanced account covers all of 
quarrying over the last 300 years. Beyond that these aspects as well as some brighter moments, in 
the book tends to slightly miss the mark for me, his title he may just have taken his eye off reality 
but this is certainly due to the limited amount of by the use of "heyday" and "great", both terms 
research that has been done on pre-industrial conjuring up in the mind's eye of the reader a 
revolution quarrying. The book goes part way to more romantic image than was the case. 
achieving its objectives by filling a gap in what has However, the author may be forgiven on the 
generally been a neglected branch of industrial grounds of enthusiasm. Hereby lies the success of 
archaeology. The author is obviously very this little book. Ron Slack's appetite for research 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable on his subject and is virtually insatiable and, although this is 
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abundantly clear, he has not over-indulged himself 
in the minutiae of his historical sources. He turns 
the tale well with his accomplished and readable 
prose and the amount of detail he includes should 
be sufficient to please the expert while not being 
too much to daunt the general reader. 

Not least among this detail are the considerable 
number of often fascinating archaisms which have 
to be mastered to understand the lead-mining 
industry of yore: "kibble", "sough", "rake", 
"stemple", 11bole", "bing", "bucker", "meer", "lot", 
"cope", "fother", to give a selection. In this 
connection, a glossary would be of assistance, 
especially as the index is not as comprehensive as 
it might be. However, this is a minor carp as the 
author is essentially skilful in taking the narrative 
through the "heyday" from the late 16th to the late 
18th centuries. Its course through technological 
improvement and the civil war until the mines 
eventually gave up the ghost (or, maybe, they did 
not and that is what provides the present day 
magnet for enthusiasts) is admirably assisted by 
four excellent maps, tables of ore production and 
personnel (barmasters and stewards) and a 
generous complement of good photographs. 

This attractively produced and scholarly little 
volume deserves to be widely read. 
Rob Rowbotham 

3. "The Wyre Forest Coalfield" by David Poyner 
and Robert Evans. Published by Tempus, Dec 
2000. ISBN 0 7524 1762 2. Cost £14.99. 

This book is slightly larger in size than the books 
in the earlier Tempus series. It contains more 
pages, less photographs, more text and costs 
more. 

This volume contains about 110 illustrations, 
maps and photographs which are usually of half 
page size. It covers one of the lesser known 
coalfields which lies on the Shropshire/ 
Worcestershire border and covers an area of only 
about 50 square miles. The last operating pits 
were Alveley (Highley) in Shropshire (closed 
1969) and Hunthouse in Worcestershire (closed 
1972). 

This is a long awaited book because there is no 
other such publication relating to this coalfield. It 
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is a small coalfield with a long history and for 
which there survives a surprising number of 
"pit-head" photographs. The description of the 
methods of working described are not remarkable, 
but this has been more than compensated for by 
the amount of social history given for such a 
rather isolated mining area. 

The book contains much interesting detail on the 
attempts to provide outlets for the area's coal by 
tramway, ropeway and branch railways. It also 
details the remnants of the industry that survive; 
adits, winding apparatus on shafts, spoil tips and 
buildings. The area has, fortunately, not suffered 
the extensive opencasting of remaining coal as has 
happened in other coalfields. 

There are many well drawn maps, a very useful 
list of references and notes, a gazetteer of sites 
and a comprehensive list of the mines. 

The reviewer became familiar with the more 
recent mines of the Forest of Wyre during his 10 
years of mining in Shropshire. In 1954/5 he 
travelled weekly to the Highley Mining School, a 
long, all wooden, building that has not been 
described in the book! However, he had not 
realised how much he was missing until he read 
this book; it cannot be faulted for content, format 
and quality. A must for any mining historians or 
persons interested in coal mining areas. 
Ivor Brown 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
1. "The Mines and Smelt Mills of Swaledale " by 
Mike Gill 

This new book by Mike Gill was announced by 
Landmark Publishing last year. The book was 
tentatively scheduled for publication in April 2001 
and is now expected around the end of May. 

Mike has uncovered a lot more material on the 
lead mining/smelting industries of the area. His 
book will be well illustrated with plans and 
photographs. Existing subscribers will receive 
their copy upon publication. 

If you have not ordered your copy, contact 
Landmark on 01335 347349 for further details. 
Lindsey Porter 



2. " The Great County Adit" by J A Buckley. 
Published 2000 by Penhellick Publications, l 50pp, 
40 maps, photographs, sections and other 
drawings. Cost £9. 99. 

The book contains hitherto unused archival 
material - including the County Adit Cost Books. 
The adit has been described as " ... the most 
extensive, valuable and systematic undertaking of 
the kind in Cornwall ... and few in the World 
exceed it in importance ... " (Mining Journal 6 May 
1843) and is " ... a monumental achievement of grit 
and perseverance .. . " (Western Morning News 
1924). It was, undoubtedly, the most significant 
piece of engineering in the long history of Cornish 
Mining. 

NAMHO FIELD MEET - 2001 

Hosted by 
Mining Heritage Society of Ireland 
Cummann Oidhreacht na Mianadoireachta 

When 
The main event is being held on Sat/Sun. 22-23 
September 2001 , with associated events the 
following week, 24-28 September. 

Where 
NAMHO 2001 will be located at Avondale, Co. 
Wicklow, about 50km south of Dublin. There is 
some limited accommodation and camping 
facilities on the site, plus excellent accommodation 
in a newly renovated Youth Hostel (rooms from 4 
beds upwards). Space will also be available in the 
nearby hotel and local B&B's. 

What 
A wide variety of events are planned, including 
surface and underground trips, as well as 
underground visits to working mines. A one-day 
lecture programme is planned for the Saturday, 
with a meal on the Saturday evening. Because of 
the remoteness of some of the mine sites in 
Ireland, we plan to offer more extended visits to 
other parts of Ireland ( eg. Silvermines, 
Bunmahon, Allihies, Sligo, N. Ireland) during the 
week after the main event. 

One of the highlights will be the trip to Tara Mine, 
Navan on Tuesday 25 September. This is the 

largest working lead-zinc mine in Europe and 
involves a driven underground tour of the mine. 
We can only take 15 persons on this trip and 
space is reserved for overseas visitors who have 
not previously visited the mine. 

The provisional programme for trips is: 

Saturday and Sunday: Avoca, Glendalough, 
Glendasan, Ballycorus, Glenmalure, 
Ballyknockan, Bohernabreens (gold panning). 
Both surface and underground trips are planned. 
Saturday night evening event with Irish music 
(and Guinness) 

Monday 24: Castlecomer (Kilkenny), Bunmahon 
(Waterford), Avoca. 

Northern Loop (Tues 25- Friday 28): Tara Mine, 
Newtonards (N Ireland), Antrim, Benbullin 
(Sligo) . 

Western Loop (Tues 25 - Friday 28): Glengowla 
(Galway), Clements & Sheffiy (Mayo), East 
Clare, Burren (Clare). 

Southern Loop (Tues 25 - Friday 28): Silverrnines 
(Tipperary), Ballycumrnisk/Cosheen (Cork), 
Allihies (Cork). 

Further Details 
A booking form will be available in late March. 
Further details will be posted on the Mining 
Heritage Society oflreland's web site: 
<www.gsi.ie/mhsi>, or contact: Dr. Matthew 
Parkes, Mining Heritage Society of Ireland, c/o 
Geological Survey of Ireland, Beggars Bush, 
Haddington Road, Dublin 4, IRELAND. 
Tel: +353-1-6041493, Fax: +353-1-6681782. 
E-mail: matthewparkes@gsi.ie 

NOTES FROM IVOR BROWN 

1. Mines Rescue Service 

The latest annual report of the Mines rescue 
Service states that the service has just completed 
the first year without being called out on an 
emergency. It employs 85 staff and its six rescue 
stations and can call upon another 271 part-time 
rescue men at collieries and mines. The Service 
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has cost £4.3m to run, of which £1.4m has been 
raised from services to industries other than 
mining. The remainder is raised by a levy of 
l 4p/tonne produced by each mine. 

2. Monckton Coking Plant 

The 150 years old Monckton Coking Plant, near 
Wakefield and owned by RIB Mining, has applied 
for a grant to help reconnect it to the rail network. 
This, "it is said" would remove 12,000 lorry 
movements per year from the local roads. 
RIB Newsletter Dec 2000 

3. Bids for grants to support Coal Production 

A bid has been made by Scottish Coal for a grant 
of£ 17. Sm to keep Longannet Colliery going until 
it overcomes the present "geological problems" at 
the colliery. 

RIB has applied for subsidy payments to support 
sales from Harworth, Maltby, Rossington, 
W el beck and the Selby mines. 

Two other private coal producers, Hatfield and 
Blenkinsop, have also applied for subsidy 
payments. 
RIB Newsletter Dec 2000 

4. Exploitation of Coal Mine Gases 

Alkane Energy, which produces gas from 
abandoned coal mines, announced in December 
2000 that it was to be "floated" on the London 
Stock Exchange. 

The Company operates gas producing plants in 
the Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire Coalfield, under 
the name Green Energy Parks, and has planning 
permission to operate at Wheldale and Monckton 
in Yorkshire. Other potential sites include 
Allerton Bywaters, Glasshoughton and N orstell 
closed mines in the Wakefield area. 

5. Closure of BID 
BID (British Jeffrey Diamond), the Wakefield 
based mining machinery manufacturing company, 
has closed after serving the mining industry for 
103 years. 

Garf orth as the Diamond Coal Cutter Co and 
changed it's name to BID in 1928. The Company 
employed about 1300 persons in the 1960's/70' s 
but by 1990 this figure had fallen to 556. In 
1996/7 the number of employees had been 
reduced to 13 5 and the Company was under threat 
of closure. As an attempt to safeguard the future 
of the company, BID 100 was formed following a 
management buyout. Unfortunately the number 
of employees fell further and the last 30 were 
made redundant during December 2000. 

One of the early Diamond Coal Cutters can still be 
seen at the National Coal Mining Museum for 
England at Wakefield. 

6. Indian Mine Collapse 

A coal mine in the eastern Indian State of 
Jkarkand collapsed on 13 December 2000 and 12 
miners were trapped. The bodies of the men 
involved have NOT been recovered. The police 
state that the mining activities were illegal. (If it is 
illegal - they leave you there!). 
Mining Journal 

7. Aid package for Longannet Colliery 

The European Commission has approved an aid 
package for Longannet Colliery in Scotland that is 
worth £17.Sm. It is hoped that this payment will 
ensure the future operation of the mine. 

This is the first payment to be made under the 
terms of the UK Coal Operating Scheme. 
Mining Journal 

MINING OF AGGREGATES 

There are no alluvial aggregates and building 
stone in Bangladesh and all their requirements 
have to be imported from India, Indonesia and 
Bhutan. A source of high quality granite, 
granodiorite and gneiss has been found in 
Maddhapara, in the north of the country, at a 
depth of 136 and 152 m. It was agreed to 
establish a mine for this material with the support 
of North Korea. 

The development of the mine was started in 1994 
The Company was founded in 1897 by Sir William with full commercial production being achieved by 
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July 2001. At full production the mine will 
produce 5,5-00 tonnes/day (1.7m tonnes/year). 
There are reserves of 17 4m tonnes of rock. 

The mine is accessed via two vertical shafts, each 
3 71 m deep. One is for rock hoisting, the other 
for men and materials. There are three levels, a 
production level, a sub-level and a ventilation 
level. 
Haulage is by trolley electric locos and minecars. 
The locos and minecars have been manufactured 
by Claytons in the UK. Claytons is a subsidary of 
Rolls Royce Aero Engines. 
Dr I J Brown (World Mining Equipment) 

COAL GASIFICATION PLANS 
ABANDONNED 

I . The Coal Authority has abandonned its 
proposal to create a coal gasification plant at 
Silverdale Colliery in North Staffs. Local 
residents had vigorously protested against the area 
being used as a test site for this proccess. 
NSGGA 

2. Proposals by Independent Energy to drill for 
and pipe gas from a site near Leek, Staffs, appears 
to have failed. A planning application to 
Staffordshire County Council last year to extract 
the gas was turned down. An appeal to the 
Government has also been rejected. 

Independent Energy went into receivership last 
September and as yet their generating stations and 
fuel resources assetts have not yet been sold. 
NSGGA 

PROFESSOR MARILYN PALMER 

Congratulations to Marilyn Palmer on her 
appointment as Professor of Industrial 
Archaeology in the Department of Archaeology at 
the University of Leicester. This is thought to be 
the only such named appointment in Britain. 
TD Ford 

INTERNATIONAL MINING CONGRESS -
LIVERPOOL 

The 4th International Congress on Souterrains will 
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be held in Liverpool. It will be hosted by the 
Friends of Williamson' s Tunnels and will start on 
Friday 16 August 2002. 

The duration of the Conference will depend on the 
number of participants. 

USEFUL WEB SITES 

The following sites may be useful to members. 
1. British Mining Database 

www.ap.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/bmd.htm 
2. Mining History Discussion List 

www.jiscmail.ac. uk 
3. I st Edition 6" OS Maps 

www.old-maps.co.uk 
4. Display of maps at various scales 

www.streetmap.co. uk 
5. RCAHMW - On Line Data Base 

www.Rcahmw.org.uk 
6. English Heritage Images of England 

www.imagesofengland.org. uk 
7. Maps of the UK and the World 

www.multimap.com 

COPY FOR THE JULY 2001 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of 
the Newsletter is 14 May 2001~ Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 
E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 12279931 (Reg in England) 

Liability Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 
Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 

The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 JNR. 

Tel:- 0 1629 583834. 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by the 
Editor for accuracy. 


