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NEWSLETTER No 99 JULY2001 

SUMMARY OF DA TES FOR YOUR DIARY 

4 -19 August Exhibition - Lake District 
8 - 9 September Heritage Open Days 
15 - 16 September NAMHO Conference 
17 October U/G meet - Derbyshire 
30 October U/G meet - Derbyshire 
3 November Slide show - Matlock Bath 
4 November U/G meet - Staffordshire 
18 November U/G meet - Derbyshire 
24 November AGM & Dinner 
10 March 2002 U/~round meet - Castleton 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2001/2002 

PLEASE READ IMPORTANT NOTICE BELOW 

• 
* 
* • 

* * 
* * * Members are reminded that their membership subscriptions for the year 200112002 become * 
• due on 1st September 2001. A renewal form is enclosed with this Newsletter. • 

* * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* • 

The subscription rates are unchanged from last year at:- Ordinary Member 
Joint Member 
Family Member 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£13 .00 • 
£15.00 * 

* £17.00 * 
£ 5.00 * 
£18.00 * 

• 
Overseas members should pay their subscription in Sterling . * 

* • 
• • * * • • * • • • • * * • • * • * * • • • * • • * * • • • * * * • • • • * • * 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - GIFT AID 

The rules relating to Gift Aid have recently changed 
and subscriptions to Charities may now be considered 
as a gift. The tax component paid by the "donor" can 
be claimed back by the Charity from the Inland 
Revenue. 

The Inland Revenue has given a ruling that the annual 
subscription paid by members to the Peak District 
Mining History Society Ltd can be considered as Gift 
Aid. 

This means that the Society can claim 28p for every 

pound paid by members as subscriptions by TAX 
PA YING members . In order for the Society to make 
the claim, the taxpaying members must give their 
consent in writing. Each consent is a "one off" 
statement which remains in force until revoked by the 
individual. A "Gift Aid Declaration" for this purpose 
is attached to the enclosed Membership Renewal 
Invoice. 

If all taxpaying members complete a Gift Aid 
Declaration, the Society could increase its annual 
income by approximately £1500. 
Dave Gough 
Hon Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE 3. "Alderley Edge to Ecton Mines via Northern 
France" - a photographic review of PDMHS meets 

The PDMHS Council would like to thank all members from 1986-2000 
who completed and returned their questionnaires last 
year. 

John Barnatt has completed the analysis of the answers 
and this is enclosed with this Newsletter. The analysis 
shows the structure of the membership and the range of 
services suggested by members. It is hoped that these 
results can be used when discussing future plans for 
our Society. 

FUTURE MEETS 

1. Mill close Mine - Y atestoop Sough, Darley Dale. 
Der bys 

Wednesday l 7 October 2001 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 

Evening visit by permission of H J Enthoven & Sons 

Saturday 3 November 2001 

Venue: Peale District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, 
Derbys 
Spealeer: Paul Chandler - PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator 

This is a repeat of the slide show first given on 24 
March 2001. 

Programme:- 18.45 - 19.15 
19.15-21.15 

Reception 
Slide-Show. 

20.00 - 20.15 Breale for refreshments. 

NB. Bring a cushion (hard seats) and wear warm 
clothing as the Pump Room can be chilly. 

4. Salts Level/Deep Ecton. Ecton Mines 

Sunday 4 November 2001 

Ltd With permission from Geoff Cox, Ecton Mines. 

Moderate grade. Involves the descent of fixed ladders 5. Great Masson Cavern, Matlock Bath 
down the entrance shaft. It then continues along the 
sough level, exiting into the river. The water in the Sunday l 8 November 2001 
sough is 2-3 feet deep, no crawling is involved. 
Equipment required:- Oversuit and caplamp but no With permission from Heights of Abraham Ltd. 
carbide lamps. 

Meet 7.00pm at the main entrance to 'Enthovens' 
(outside stone office building), off the road between 
Darley Bridge and Stanton Lees. 

2. High Tor Grotto and Side Mine. Matlock Bath. 
Der bys 

Tuesday 30 October 2001 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 

Evening visit with permission for visit given by 
Laporte Pigments (UK) Ltd. 

Easy grade(s). Fine calcite crystals in High Tor Grotto. 
Equipment required:- Oversuit or boilersuit and 
caplamp but no carbide lamps. 

There is no party size limit but a list of members 
attending has to be supplied to the above company at 
least two weeks prior to the visit. Final date for 
bookings is Monday 15 October 200 I . Meeting 
details will be supplied when you make your booking. 
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This is a change of date from March 25 2001 . 

6. Peak Cavern. Castleton 

Sunday 10 March 2002 

This is a confirmed booking. 

For further information about any of these meets, and 
to book your place, please contact Paul Chandler, tel:-
01246 220773 evenings only. 

The following meets were cancelled due to the 
FMD outbreak but will be rescheduled for 2002. 
l. The Mines of Peale Forest and Castleton 

Liberties 
2. Surface walk around Cononley (Lead) Mine, 

Near Skipton, Yorks. 
3. Coal mining remains and the quarry workings 

at Axe Edge, Goyt Valley, Buxton, Derbys. 

The "Climbing in the Peak District" event was 
cancelled due to lack of interest. 



PDMHS AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER 

The PDMHS AGM and Annual Dinner will be held on 
24 November 2001. The AGM will be held at the 
Peak District Mining Museum and the Annual Dinner 
will be held at the Temple Hotel, Matlock Bath. 

Please note the change of venue for the Annual Dinner. 

Full details will be given in the October 2001 
Newsletter. 

MINING HISTORY AND BEYOND 
NAMHO's 2001 CONFERENCE 

15 - 16 September 2001 at the Novotel, Bradford. 

Following the cancellation of the NAMIIO 2001 Event 
in Ireland due to the FMD outbreak, Northern Mines 
Research Society volunteered to organise an event for 
the year 2001 at a location which would not be affected 
by the outbreak. At the time that this decision was 
made there was no indication of how long the access 
restrictions would last and it had to be assumed that 
that access to the countryside would be prohibited until 
after this event. 

The event is a self-contained Conference with no 
surface or underground visits and no special Saturday 
night activity. There will be no raffles, auctions, 
quizzes etc, just a chance to have a natter with people 
you don't see often enough. 

The theme of the Conference - "Mining History and 
Beyond" - will concentrate on aspects of 
mining history which have so far received little 
attention, and a look to the future. 

Because of the urgency of the situation, a core of 
speakers, who are recognised as leaders of their 
various fields, has been established. However, anyone 
who offers to give a lecture on the theme will be given 
serious consideration. 

Further information is available from Mike Gill, 
38 Main St, Sutton in Craven, KEIGHLEY, BD20 
7HD. Tel: 01535 635388 or 
E-Mail: martgill@legend.co.uk. 

There is also a dedicated website which is updated 
regularly, so please visit it often to get the latest 
information. The website is at:
<www.rnroe.freeserve.co.uk/nrnrs/namho/htm> 
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2001 

The Heritage Open Days have the benefit of 
nationwide publicity and attract many thousands of 
visitors to almost 2500 properties across England. 
Last year PDMHS took part in the Heritage Open 
Days 2000 event. This event attracted a welcome 
number of visitors to Magpie Mine site, despite the 
difficulties of the petrol crisis. 

The Society is participating in this year's event. The 
Magpie Mine site will be open to the public from 
mid-day to 5pm on Saturday and Sunday, 
8/9 September 200 I . 

Guided parties will be taken round this wonderful site, 
easily the best relic of the old lead industry in 
Derbyshire. Guidebooks and light refreshments etc . 
will be available. Visitors will be given the 
opportunity to buy souvenirs at a Peak District Mining 
Museum stall. 

As the organiser for this year, I am asking for 
volunteers for guides, car parking, catering and 
whatever for an event that will give the Society good 
publicity and an opportunity to acquire more members. 
Names please to myself at 01629-584468, or at the 
Peak District Mining Museum, 01629-583834, with 
preference for jobs and times. I am, of course, 
assuming that the Foot and Mouth restrictions will 
have been lifted by September. 
Alan Mutter 

SIR KINGSLEY DUNHAM 

Sir Kingsley Dunham died on 5 April 200 l at the age 
of 91 . This seems truly like the end of an era for 
geology and mineralogy, particularly for the North 
Pennines, an area which ''KCD" studied for over 60 
years. I suspect we \Viii not see his likes again. 

His "Geology of the Northern Pennine Orefield", 
first published in 1948 and revised and re-issued in 
1990, remains the North Pennine ' bible'. 
Jan Forbes (NMRS Newsletter) 

RECENT BOOKSHELF FILLERS 

l . "Medieval Cornish Stannary Charters, 120 I -
1507" edited by J A Buckley. Published in 200 l by 
Penhellick Publications, Pool, Camborne, Cornwall. 
AS, 22pp, staplebound. Cost £3.30. 

Alan Buckley has again ensured easy access to tin 



mining legal material, timed for the eighth centenary of 
the first Stannary Charter. The Comish story begins in 
1156 with the earliest records of tin production, and 
the 1201 charter was an attempt to bring the Cornwall 
and Devon tin industry under control. Like the lead 
mining laws, which were also developing at the same 
time, the charters were a mixture of carrot and stick 
designed both to encourage the tinners and to regulate 
them as economically as possible for the benefit of the 
Crown. Regulation led to the setting up of the Stannary 
Courts. The Crown' s benefit was, of course, more tax. 

There are three charters printed here, each very short: 
The Charter of Liberties ( 120 l ); The Charter of 
Confirmation ( 1402), which is perhaps, the equivalent 
of the 1288 Ashbourne Inquisition; and a grant of 
Pardon to the Tinners of Cornwall (1507/9) which, in 
fact, had the effect of excluding working tinners from 
influence. This was a process which continued for 
much longer and with much more resistance in 
Derbyshire (see the accounts of rumbustious miner and 
gentry conflict in Andy Wood's Politics of Social 
Conflict, Cambridge U.P. (1999). This may be why the 
independence of the Stannary Courts ended in 1896, 
whilst the Derbyshire Courts survive. 

Alan has a (Derbyshire born) convert's fervour: "in 
every way the Cornish mining industry dwarfs its 
rivals". This is probably not the place to contest all his 
points of supremacy, but he should be reminded about 
Kestel tin mine in Turkey with its proven near five 
thousand years and the much better stories now 
available of early mining at the Great Orme. 

Lastly, a real note of criticism, in an otherwise very 
useful little book: full references with punctuation 
please. 
Lynn Willies 

2. "The History and Development of Colliery 
Ventilation" by Alan Hill. Published in 2000 by 
PDMHS Ltd, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 190 x 240 
mm. 216 pp. Perfect Bound. Cost £16.50 (see below 
for special offer). 

This is a very substantial systematic account of the 
developments of machinery for ventilation of collieries, 
which can be considered equal in importance to that of 
steam engines and pumps in metal mining: without 
adequate ventilation - no coal. For those who have not 
examined ventilators on collieries, this will be an eye 
opener - they were huge engines and (usually) fans of 
which very few indeed survive. Whitehaven has a fine 
house; and there are several remains in the Cleveland 
ironstone mining district, including a surviving Waddle 
fan at Skinningrove (Tom Leonard Mining Museum) -

others are listed. 

The book is profusely illustrated. There are catalogues 
of collieries against their appropriate fans (about two 
thirds of all 20th century collieries) and careful 
description and comparison of each type. It is likely to 
remain the main reference book on the subject for 
many years and of both general as well as specialist 
interest. 

PDMHS Ltd has a special arrangement for members: 
£ 13 . 5 0 including postage. Contact Mike Luff at The 
Coppins, Wash Lane, Ravenstone, Ravenstone, 
Leicestershire. LE67 2AZ. 
Lynn Willies 

3. "The Kalmeter Journal" by Justin Brooke. 
Published in 200 I by Twelveheads Press, Truro, 
Cornwall, 225x215 mm. 75 pp, hardbound. Cost 
£19.50. 

Henrie Kalmeter, born in 1693 near the Falun copper 
mine in Sweden where his father was the accountant, 
stayed in Britain for some four years as a (wrongly but 
popularly known) "industrial spy". He produced some 
eight volumes and other letters and reports of his 
travels and Justin Brooke has done us the great service 
of translating those which relate to south west England: 
Somerset, Devon and Cornwall. Scotland and England 
were covered in 1719-21 and England in 1723-25. As 
Brooke says, its is an unrivalled record for its time 
(comparable in many ways to the 1760s tours and 
reports by Gabriel Jars, and, in my view, better than 
the Hatchett Diary as a general source). I declare a 
special interest here - Justin was kind enough to let me 
have an early notice of a visit to one of my Comish 
mines - and I have eagerly been awaiting the rest. 
Justin Brooke is always precise and comprehensive in 
what he tackles and it shows to great advantage here. 
This is a lovely book to read - his tours could form a 
fine basis for a family holiday with many good places 
to visit using the older and, usually, quieter roads, with 
mines, fortuitously, popping up everywhere! It is also 
the proverbial "mine of information" with a mixture of 
comments on scores of small mines and substantial 
accounts of others, including their water engines, steam 
engines, and so on. It increases knowledge on the 
Coster family in Cornwall several times for example -
their mining, especially using large water wheels was 
one of the key planks in Cornwall 's rapid development 
in the early to mid-18th century, to its acknowledged 
dominance in the 19th. Kalmeter was also interested in 
textiles and, since many of the towns he visited had 
domestic textile manufacturers, this is a particularly 
useful source in that respect also. 
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Kalmeter occasionally illustrated his reports - a horse 
driven rag and chain pump is included - and the text is 
also supplemented by a series of useful contemporary 
sketches. The book is nicely produced in Twelveheads 
style (and cost) and is highly recommended. 
Lynn Willies 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

l . Pumps 

I like to actively support groups of which I am a 
member. I am at present fully engaged in making and 
mending bits of railway engine at Norchard Railway 
Centre in the Forest of Dean so I have not got time to 
come up to Derbyshire. The best I can do for now is 
write. 

I am interested in machinery, steam, water power and 
pumps. I am especially interested in what the "Old 
Men" thought about the differences in efficiency of 
bucket and displacement type pumps. Do you know of 
any contemporary references that I could get access to? 

The main point about pumps is that the amount of 
energy required to displace a given volume of water is 
the same whatever the type of pump you use. But the 
way the losses add up makes the difference in the 
efficiency of the different types of pump. I hope 
eventually to build a Simms type beam engine to l/l 0 
scale and couple it to a data logger so that we can see 
what really goes on inside one of those things. 

I few years ago I constructed a Simple Pump to 
overcome a problem with flooded house foundations. 
Wet weather left me having to pump out the trenches 
practically every day and, unfortunately, it was not 
practical to use a hired pump because the nearest Hire 
Centre was expensive and some distance away. So I 
constructed a simple pump from spare building 
materials and fire wood. 

The pump, which was of the bucket type, was made of 
3 inch plastic underground drainage pipe and couplers. 
The piston and foot valve were made from disks of oak 
with 6 no 5/8in diameter holes drilled on a 1 3/4in 
pitch circle diameter. The valves were made from 
pieces of old inner tube. The foot valve was fastened 
to the tube with 3 screws radially and the valve was 
held in place by a central screw and large washer. The 
pump rod was made from lengths of 8mm threaded rod 
joined together with threaded couplers and lockouts. 
The pump handle was initially a short length of broken 
brush handle The pump was operated in the manner of 
a stirrup pump, but this was not very satisfactory so 

the pump handle from a scrapped church organ was 
adapted by screwing two bits of old floorboard to the 
end if it. The brush handle was then passed through 
holes in the bits of board and coupled up to the pump 
rod. The discharge was taken from a T piece mounted 
on the top of the barrel and the barrel was fastened to a 
cross member with two pieces of wood cut to fit 
around the barrel and clamped together by two wood 
screws. 

And so, perched on a pile of pallets and operating the 
pump handle with my left hand whilst steadying the 
fulcrum post with the other I was able to pump out the 
foundation trenches in fine style. Nobody actually 
crashed their car when they saw this contraption in 
operation but a few people fell off the pavement! 
Unfortunately no photos of this pump were taken. 

It was found that lumps of clay, sand and even small 
stones were discharged from the tail pipe. The limit 
being the size of the holes in the foot valve and piston. 
Grains of sand just the right size to jam the piston were 
a problem. The clamping arrangement for the barrel 
soon split and needed to be much more solid. It really 
needed two clamps, several feet apart, to prevent the 
barrel from twisting. 

The top of the barrel needed to open up into a sort of 
trough or at least a larger diameter pipe because the 
column of water rising up the barrel tended to miss the 
opening into the discharge pipe and flow out of the top. 
It was only when then the piston stopped that the water 
would flow back into the discharge pipe. 

As a means to an end it, the contraption served its 
purpose in spite of its very "jury rigged" nature. With 
some improvements it could form the basis of a cheap 
and reliable method of pumping out old workings . In 
terms of improvements an aluminium piston with a 
nice fat "O" ring seal is a must. 

The use of 4 inch diameter components could be used 
with advantage. The rubber seals used in the fittings 
for the pipework seem to be capable of withstanding 
quite high pressures so it may be possible to construct 
pumps with lifts of 50 or 60 feet without too much 
trouble. Plastic pipe components are not really 
suitable for the construction of a displacement pump. 
Geoff Newton 

2. SALT HORN WMC 

I have recently acquired a copper uniface token which 
is 20 mm diameter with the inscription "SALT HORN 
WMC" around half of its diameter. 

-5-



My interest lies in the location and business conducted 
at Salt Horn. WMC would seem to mean "Working 
Men' s Club" and this might well suggest mining, as 
would Salt Horn in the title. 

I would be most obliged if you could give me a lead in 
this quest. 
PR Edwards, 13 Lodge Close, Canons Drive, 
EDGWARE, Middx, HA8 7RL 

3. MAN-ENGINES 

I contributed an article on Cornish Man-Engines to the 
Journal of the Trevithick Society No 8, 1981, pp 
47-53, which contained a list of all man-engines that I 
knew of in Cornish Mines. 

Recently I have been in touch with a German 
Hydrological Engineer, Dr Thomas Krassmann, who 
told me that he has prepared list of all known 
man-engines worldwide. These lists can be found on 
the web-site: 
<http/www.untertage.com > 

These lists are in German and English. The Germans 
call the man-engine "fahrkunst" and the French 
"echelles mobiles". 

Dr Krassmann surprised me by stating that there 
are two man-engines still operating. One is at a mining 
Museum at Kongsberg in Norway and the other, which 
is in regular use to enable pumping equipment to be 
serviced, is at the Samson Shaft at St Andreasberg in 
the Harz Mountains, Gennany. 

The man-engine at Samsons was installed in 1837 and 
was powered by a large water wheel. It was converted 
to electrical operation in 1924 and the pumps are at the 
190 metre level. 

I would be very interested to hear from anyone who has 
actually travelled on either of these devices. 
David Tew. 3 Sandringham Close, OAKHAM, 
Rutland. LEJ 5 6SH 

4. WILLIAM NAYLOR 

William Naylor was my 4 x great grandfather and a 
lead miner. He migrated - almost certainly from 
England - to Halkyn in Flintshire around 1728-30 
where he worked for the London Lead Company. From 
1732-36 he was in Llangynog (Mont.) where he was a 
Partnership Head and where in 1736 he married. Job 
descriptions and the mine accounts show that he 
seemed able to turn his hand to a multiplicity of tasks 
as well as extracting ore. He and his new wife moved 

back to Halkyn in 1736/37 and began to have a family. 
Around 17 60 the family moved to Minera where 
William continued his lead mining work until his death 
in 1770. Four of his sons (my 3 x great grandfather 
was the last - born in 17 5 7) later moved to Snailbeach 
mines in Shropshire where two of them and their 
descendants managed the mines. 

I am trying to find William's origins. He may or may 
not have been into lead mining when he went to 
Halkyn, but my understanding is that he would need 
some experience to be a Partnership Head. This, along 
with the marriage and death dates, points to a possible 
birth date around 1705-17 l 0. He may have acquired 
mining experience from an early (childhood?) age. 
There is a probable brother - Richard Naylor was a 
lead miner in Tremeirchion at the same time (l 745-55) 
who married a Mary before going to North Wales. 
Finding this marriage could be significant. 

It is known that many of William's fellow miners 
were recruited from a number of places in the north -
Durham, Swaledale and Arkengarthdale, for example -
but Derbyshire is thought to have provided the most. 
John Taylor 

GREENSIDE LEAD MINE EXHIBITION 2001 

Following the success oflast year's exhibition it 
has been decided to hold it again this year. The 
exhibition will be held between 4 and 19 August 2001 
at the Glenridding Public Hall, Ullswater, Lake 
District. Admission is £1.00 for adults, children under 
16 free. Open daily 10.30am to 8.00pm. It is unlikely 
that this exhibition will be repeated. 

Greenside Mine was one of the largest lead mines 
working almost continuously from 1825 until closure 
in 1960. The village of Glenridding in Patterdale, Lake 
District, grew with the mine, being home to many of 
the miners. 

The exhibition consists of hundreds of photographs 
from 1880 to 1960, newspaper articles, archive 
material, maps and plans. There is a display of 
working models of mine machinery and paintings by a 
Yorkshire artist. Major events at the mine are covered 
including the recent re-opening of the Lucy Level, the 
main entrance to the mine. Last year's exhibition 
resulted in more exhibits being made available and this 
will be incorporated into the exhibition this year. 
John Hodgkins 
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GREENSIDE EXHIBITION 2000 

I went to this exhibition last year and I spent several 
hours looking and talking. It really was an outstanding 
exhibition and was a credit to the organisers John 
Hodgkins, Warren Allison, and the villagers of 
Glenridding. 

I was very impressed when, after enquiring about a 
friend who had grown up in Glenridding before the war 
and who had worked for a time in Greenside Mine, I 
was shown photographs of him from a child to 
adolescent youth. 

Whilst some 1700 persons visited the exhibition last 
year, it was a pity that very few members of Mining 
History Societies attended. Amongst the visitors to the 
exhibition last year were the Managing Director's son 
from the 1950 's and the wartime cook who had moved 
to Glenridding from London to escape the blitz. This 
person was very perturbed when Greenside had a 
blackout as German bombers dumped their bomb load 
on the steelworks on the west coast. 

The 2001 exhibition is likely to be the last due to other 
commitments of the organisers. Don't miss it. Have a 
few days in the Lake District at the beginning of 
August and make sure you go the Greenside Exhibition 
at Glenridding. 
Wes Taylor 

NOTES FROM IVOR BROWN 

1. Over 5300 miners were killed in Chinese mines in 
the first 11 months of the year 2000. 
Mining Journal 1211101 

2. About 30 miners were drowned in the Bagdigi Coal 
Mine, Eastern India. The Bharat Coking & Coal Ltd, 
owners of the mine, have been ordered to suspend work 
at all of its mines until mine plans have been updated. 
Mining Journal 912101 

3. An explosion at a mine in NE China killed 37 
prisoner - labourers on 41210 I . The Pingan Mine is 
operated by the prison in the town of Jixi. 
Mining Journal 1612101 

4. A river near Tipnani in Bolivia broke its banks on 
23/2/01 and flooded an underground gold mine killing 
at least 9 miners (exact number not known because no 
register was being kept). 
Mining Journal 213101 

5 . Gas explosion in Lianyuan Mine, China, killed 21 
miners on 22/2/0 I . This followed the death of 11 

miners by poisonous gases and high temperature at 
another mine on the same day. 
Mining Journal 213101 

6. All prospecting for minerals has been halted in the 
Irish republic as part of the drive to prevent Foot and 
Mouth Disease spreading. 
Mining Journal 913101 

7. Heavy rains caused a mine to collapse near Gonau 
in the Congo killing at least 70 miners who were 
getting columbitc-tantalite (Fe, Mn)(TaN6206), known 
locally as coltan and a source of niobium and tantatum. 
Coltan mining has become important in recent years as 
rebels in the Congo are using profits to fund their war 
with the authorities. 
Mining Journal 1613101 

8. A side wall failed at Nchanga Open Pit, Zambia on 
8 April 2001 . This incident resulted in 10 men, and 
their equipment being buried. 

The Anglo American Group operate the Pit and, three 
days after the collapse, a spokesman stated that only 
one body (and a grader) had been recovered. Anglo 
American Group also stated that about 8 million tons 
of material had fallen into the pit. 
Mining Journal May 2001 

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY COLLECTION 

The Manchester Museum of Science and Industry has 
announced that it will be the new home for the mining 
collection that used to be housed in the Lancashire 
Mining Museum. Archives, photographs and library 
material will be incorporated into the museum's new 
Collections Centre which will be opened to the public 
in September 2001 . 

A selection of objects from the Lancashire Mining 
Museum, which closed in July 2000, will be displayed 
in the Centre. The collection will be kept together in a 
permanent gallery. It is intended to depict the 
importance of coal mining as a fundamental factor in 
the region' s prosperity from the 18th Century. 

Rob Sharland-Ball, formerly of the National Railway 
Museum, is now working on the design of the Coal 
Mining Gallery at the Manchester Museum of Science 
and Industry. 
I J Brown (Mining & Minerals April 2001) 

NATIONAL COAL MINING MUSEUM, 
CAPHOUSE COLLIERY 

Admission charges for children and the over 60's have 
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been removed for both the surface and underground 
visits at the National Coal Mining Museum. 

COALFIELDS HERITAGE - WHAT IS IT? 

The Coalfield Heritage Project is a one year project run 
by the Coalfields Regeneration Trust. It is funded by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. The aim is to try to identify 
what is regarded as coal mining heritage, in particular, 
from the point of view of the people living in the 
former coalfield areas . 

It is hoped that by identifying coalfields heritage and 
examples of innovative practice throughout the 
country, it will be possible to encourage new projects, 
both for the preservation of heritage in its wider sense 
and in order, where possible, to link with action for 
regeneration. The Project hopes to uncover aspects not 
usually seen as part of heritage, and to build on local 
interest 

Further infonnation is available from Rosemary 
Power, The Coalfields Heritage Trust, 2 Portland 
Place, Spring Gardens, Doncaster, DNl 3DF. 
Tel : 01302 304400, 
E Mail : info@coalfields-regen.org.uk 

TUNNEL FIRES 

Since 1978 there have been 15 fires in tunnels 
involving loss of life. Four of these incidents have 
resulted in more than 10 persons dying. They are 
Kings Cross (London) 31 dead, Tavern Road Tunnel 
(Austria) 12 dead, Mont Blanc Tunnel (France/Italy) 
39 dead and Kaprun Ski Train (Austria) 155 dead. 

A project has been set up in Switzerland. at an 
underground fire study and training centre, to 
investigate tunnel fires on an international basis. This 
will involve the extension of the tunnel network at the 
existing Hagerbach Test Gallery at Flums, which 
already has 4 .5km of tunnels . 
I J Brown (World Tunnelling April 2000) 

PENDEEN COMMUNITY HERITAGE - The 
future of Geevor Tin Minin2 Museum, Pendeen, 
Cornwall 

Geevor is one of a number of industrial and other sites 
in Cornwall currently run by the Trevithick Trust. The 
site has had major problems in the last year and has 
only been able to continue due to a rescue package 
from Cornwall County Council, the owners of the site. 

Shortly after Christmas a number of staff were made 
redundant. 

There has been much criticism of the Trust in the local 
area. This has reflected concern that little emphasis 
has been placed on conserving the unique surface 
remains, which is now the only substantially intact tin 
dressing complex in its original location in the country. 
There has also been much concern that the Trust has 
not seen fit to publish accounts for the site into which 
large amounts of public money have been poured. 

The Management Contract for the site with Cornwall 
County Council lapses in September 200 l . A group of 
concerned local people - mainly ex Geevor staff - with 
a wide range of abilities have fonned a group, called 
Pendeen Community Heritage, to tender for the 
contract. The group includes PDMHS member Bill 
Lakin. The aim of the group is to create a high 
standard mining museum for Penwith which befits the 
economic regeneration of the area by creating 
substantial jobs and increasing visitor numbers. 

Pendeen Community Heritage will be constituted as a 
Charitable Company. It can be contacted at Bojewyan 
House, Pendeen, Penzance, TR19 7TR. Tel: 01736 
787312. 
Bill Lakin 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER 2001 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 14 August 2001. Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 
E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdrnhs .com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES ffiSTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 12279931 (Reg in England) 

Liability Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 
Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 

111e Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- 01629 583834. 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without pennission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by the 
Editor for accuracy. 
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