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17 October 
30 October 
3 November 
4 November 
18 November 
24 November 

U/G meet - Derbyshire 
U/G meet - Derbyshire 
Slide show - Matlock Bath 
U/G meet - Staffordshire 
U/G meet - Derbyshire 
AGM & Dinner 
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27 January 2002 
I 0 March 2002 

U/G meet - Matlock Bath 
U/G meet - Castleton 

TO ALL MEMBERS 
Notice is hereby given that the Twenty Seventh 

Annual General Meeting of the Peak District Mines 
Historical Society Ltd will be held at 6.00pm on 
Saturday 24 November 200 I at the Peak District 
Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath, 
Derbyshire. 

The Agenda will be distributed at the start of the 
meeting. 
By Order 
J Thorpe 
Hon Secretary 

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
As required under Article 24 of the Articles of 

Association of the Company, the following Directors 
will retire at the Annual General Meeting: 

1. The Hon Secretary 
2. The Hon Editor 
3. The Hon Recorder 
4. Two Ordinary Committee Members 

The Committee that was elected a1 the Twenty 
Sixth Annual General Meeting, which was held on 
Saturday 25 November 2000, is as follows: 

Chairman Mr A E Marsh 
Deputy Chairman Not elected 
Hon Secretary Mr J Thorpe* 
Hon Treasurer Mr D Gough 
Hon Recorder Mr R Paulson* 
Hon Editor Dr L Willies* 
Ordinary Members Dr J Bamatt 

Drl J Brown 
Mr P Chandler 
Mr A Gillings 
MrM Luff+ 
One vacant position 

Those whose names are marked (*) are retiring as 
required by the Articles of Association and are eligible 
for re-election. Those whose names arc marked(+) are 
retiring and are not eligible for re-election. 

Fully paid up members of the Society, who are 
aged 18 years and over, are invited to nominate 
Members of the Society (who themselves are fully paid 
up and who have consented to the nomination) for the 
vacant positions on the Committee. 

Nominations are required for the position of: 
Deputy Chairman 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Recorder 
Hon Editor 
Three Ordinary Members 

A nomination form is enclosed with this 
Newsletter for you to use. Any nomination will be 
accepted provided that it is in the format prescribed. 
All nominations must be received by the Hon Secretary 
by 10 November 2 00 I. Proof of posting cannot be -
accepted as proof of delivery. 

All nominations must be accompanied by a 
written curriculum vitae that will be included in the 
Agenda of the Annual Ge~ral Meeting if a ballot is 
required to elect Directors. 

To save on postage costs, nominations for the 
Conunittee may be sent with Annual Dinner bookings 
to the Hon Secretary. 
J Thorpe 
Hon Secretary 

SECRETARY'S NOTES 
1. At the council meeting on the 20 July 200 l , the 

directors of the Society appointed Dey & Co. of 
Chesterfield as the Society's accountants with 
immediate effect. This is a change from the 
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accountants who were appointed at the last AGM. 
Dey & Co will be processing the Society 

accounts for the year 2000/1. 
2. As a Limited Company, the. Society is obliged 

to provide a list of shareholder's names and addresses -
this equates to a list of Society members. Such a list 
can be obtained from the secretary on request. 

Please note. that we will not consider supplying 
membership information for commercial purposes or 
mailing lists. 

FORTY SECOND PDMHS ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Second Annual Society Dinner will be 

held on Saturday 24 November 2001 at the Temple 
Hotel, Temple Road, MATLOCK BA TH. Please 
assemble in the lounge at 7. OOpm for the dinner at 
7.30pm. 

The after-dinner speaker will be Basil Stevenson 
who will talk about his work as a stonemason. 

The menu details, and booking fonn are enclosed 
with this Newsletter. 

The cost of the dinner will be £ 17. 00. 
Please use the booking form enclosed and send 

your remittance to:- Mr John Thorpe, "The Old 
Bakehouse", 2 Cobden Road, MATLOCK, Derbys, 
DE4 3JR. 

Tickets for the dinner will be issued. 
Please book early and allow 14 days for the 

receipt of your tickets (SAE please). Tickets may also 
be collected from John Thorpe at the AGM. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SOCIETY 
Members annual subscription to the Society for 

the year 200 l/02 became due on l September 200 I. 
The subscription rates are:-

Ordinary Member £ 13. 00 
Joint Member £15.00 
Family Member £17.00 
Junior Member £ 5. 00 
Institutional Member £18 .00 

The membership rates shown apply to UK 
members and overseas members paying in £ sterling. 
Overseas members pa)·ing in local currency should 
ensure that their payment will yield the appropriate 
membership dues after the deduction of all charges. 

A renewal form was sent to you with the 
previous Newsletter. If you have mislaid your copy 
then send your name and appropriate cheque/postal 
order, payable to PDMHS Ltd to:- Wes Taylor, 18 
Station Lane, Walton on Trent, SWADLINCOTE, 
Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

GIFT AID 
Now that the Annual Subscription paid by Society 

members can be considered as "Gift Aid", the Society 
can reclaim the tax component paid by the "donor" to 
the Inland Revenue. The rate at which this tax can be 
reclaimed is currently 28p for every pound paid by 
members as subscriptions to the Society. 

A Gift Aid Declaration was sent to all members 
with the last Newsletter. It is pleasing to note that 
81 % of members who have renewed their membership 
for the current year have also returned completed 
Declarations. 

Many thanks to those members who have been 
able to complete the Declaration and, hopefully, 
members who have not yet renewed their membership 
will take heart and complete their Declarations. 

Dr TREVOR D FORD-
Trevor Ford was associated with editing the 

Society Bulletin, later renamed Mining History, for 
36 years until he relinquished his post in November 
2000. For the first 11 years Trevor was a member of 
the Editorial Board and for the next 25 years he was 
the Society Editor. He produced two editions of the 
Bulletin each year and the number of submissions that 
he read and constructively criticised is considerable. 

He has now put his feet up and left the hard 
work to his successor. We all appreciate the thankless 
work that Trevor has put in to maintain the very high 
standard of these publications and wish him well for 
the future. 

- AN APPRECIATION 
I first met Trev or Ford in the winter of 19 51-19 5 2 

when, shortly after leaving school, I became a 
Technician in the Geology Department at Sheffield 
University. At the time Trevor was completing his 
PhD thesis. I already knew of his interest in caves and 
mines because his name had appeared in the local 
Sheffield newspapers. He frequently gave details of 
cave-diving operations in Peak Cavern and Speedwell 
Mine, although Trevor himself was not a cave diver. I 
was suddenly able to accompany him, along with such 
legendary names as Jack Thompson, Don Coase, Bill 
Davies, Phil Price and the late Ken Hurst, on many 
underground sorties and my own interest and 
understanding benefited greatly from Trevor's expert 
knowledge. 

At about the same time that Trevor was awarded 
his PhD, I left the University and we lost touch with 
each other until the formation of the Society in 1959. 
He did not join immediately, but became a member 
shortly after the formation. The late Michael Smith 
retired as editor of the Bulletin in 1964 and by the t.4ne 
Volume 2 Part 5 was published in May 1965, Trevor 
was a member of an editorial board that also incLuded 
Bill Sargeant and Pat Lunn. Due to his academic 
commitments, Bill was replaced by Axel Chatb,urn, but 
the editorial board system continued until 1976: 
However, when Volume 6, Number 4 was published in 
September, 1976, Trevor had assumed the role as sole 
Editor, a position he then held for 25 years. 

His list of publications is endless. His name 
appears, often in co-authorship, in many geological and 
mining journals and books. He has acted as editor and 
co-editor elsewhere, perhaps the best known and most . 
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familiar to Society members being "Caves of 
Derbyshire" and its successor, "Caves of the Peak 
District", "Limestones and Caves of the Peak District 
(1977)" and the several versions of"Lead Mining in 
the Peak District", better known as the "Red Book". 

In 1997 Trevor was awarded the OBE for his 
services to the caving world. Indeed there can be few 
people who have given so much of their time and 
energy to the benefit of cavers and mining historians 
alike. The honour was richly deserved. 

In recent years health problems have dictated that 
his field work be abandoned and he has now retired 
from most active pursuits. Dave (Moose) Nixon's 
dream of taking Trevor and myself into the bottom of 
James Hall's Mine in Speedwell cannot now be 
fulfilled. 

One last story somehow sums up our friendship 
spanning half a century. Many years ago we were 
standing outside the Bonsall Lees Level in the Via 
Gellia when a man dismounted from a bicycle. 
"Interested in mines are you? I can recommend a 
book, well worth reading. It is written by a man 
called Ford and another with a very funny surname". 
Imagine the man's surprise when Trevor held out his 
hand and said, "I'm Trevor Ford and this is the man 
with the funny name. He's funny in other ways too!". 
I am sure it was the origin of the phrase 
"Gobsmacked". 

Enjoy your retirement my old friend. 
Jim Rieuwerts 

PDMHS TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR 
The new co-opted post of Training Co-ordinator 

was created at the last PDMHS Council Meeting. Paul 
Chandler accepted this new post in addition to his 
existing post as Meets Co-ordinator. 

Training for activities associated with mining 
history encompasses a wide range of topics. These 
activities include personal equipment for underground 
activities, access techniques, mine conservation, mine 
exploration, exploration techniques, surveying, mine 
surface features, underground photography, 
underground first aid, mine rescue techniques, artefact 
preservation, documental research etc. 

The above list is not exhaustive. 
Training in the majority of activities would be 

achieved in-house but in some cases external assistance 
would be required and would probably incur a charge. 

Anyone requiring any training, or requiring 
further information, should contact Paul Chandler, 
PDMHS Training Co-ordinator, 12 Darwent Road, 
Tapton, CHESTERFIELD, S41 OUE. Tel: 01246 
220773 (Home) or 07944 351836 (Mobile). If a 
written reply is required, please sent a SAE. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Dr M Czerewko 

& Miss 0 Salamacha Sheffield 
Mr D J Read Manchester 

Mr & Mrs M M Fordyce 
Mr J Bonnett 
Mr A Roberts 
Mr PL Siems 
Mr F Barrett 
Mr JG Cooper 
MrW Sheldon 
Mr Mrs M A Hart 
Dr G K Gillmore 
Mr & Mrs K Andrews 
MrDNoble 

FUTURE MEETS 

Wensley 
Upper Langdon 
North Walsham 
USA 
Buxton 
Manchester 
Rotherham 
Hampton 
Northhampton 
Winchester 
Ashbourne 

1. Mill close Mine - Y atestoop Sough, Darley 
Dale, Derbvs 

Wednesday 17 October 2001 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Evening visit by permission of H J Enthoven & 

Sons Ltd. Moderate grade. Involves the descent of 
fixed ladders down the entrance shaft. It then 
continues along the sough level, exiting into the river. 
The water in the sough is 2-3 feet deep, no crawling is 
involved. Equipment required:- Oversuit and caplamp 
but no carbide lamps. 

Meet 7.00pm at the main entrance to 'Enthovens' 
(outside stone office building), atf the road between 
Darley Bridge and Stanton Lees. · 

2. High Tor Grotto and Side Mine. Matlock 
Bath. Derbys 

Tuesday 30 October 2001 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Evening visit with permission for visit given by · 

Laporte Pigments (UK) Ltd. 
Easy grade(s). Fine calcite crystals in High Tor 

Grotto. Equipment required:- Oversuit or boilersuit and 
caplamp but no carbide lamps. 

There is no party size limit but a list of members 
attending has to be supplied to the above company at 
least two weeks prior to the visit. Final date for 
bookings is Monday 15 October 2001. Meeting 
details will be supplied when you make your booking. 

3. "Alderley Edge to Ecton Mines via Northern 
France" - a photographic review of PDMHS meets 
from 1986-2000 

Saturday 3 November 2001 

Speaker: Paul Chandler - PDMHS Meets 
Co-ordinator/ Training Co-ordinator. 

Venue: Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath, 
Derbys 

This is a repeat of the slide show first given on 
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24 March 2001. 
Programme:- 18.45 - 19.15 

19.15 - 21.15 
20.00 - 20.15 

refreshments. 

Reception 
Slide-Show. 
Break for 

NB. Bring a cushion (the seats are hard) and wear 
warm clothing as the Pump Room can be chilly. 

4. Roy ledge Mine - Staffordshire Moorlands 

Sunday 4 November 2001 

Leader: Len Kirkham. 
This is a recently explored small copper mine with 

an intriguing history. Access to the mine is rigidly 
controlled. 

The trip is of moderate grade. The water in the 
main level is about wellie depth and the atmosphere 
throughout the mine is generally damp. There is a 
fixed ladder climb and a large amount of crawling in 
the upper levels. 

If time permits, there will be a visit to another 
mine in the vicinity. 

The number of persons attending is limited to 10. 
To book your place please contact Paul Chandler, tel: 
01246 220773 evenings only. 

5. Great Masson Cavern, Matlock Bath 

Sunday 18 November 2001 

Leader: Paul Chandler - With permission from 
Heights of Abraham Ltd. 

This is an easy/moderate graded trip. 
This is a change of date from March 25 200 l. 

6. Matlock Bath Mine Levels 

Sunday 27 January 2002 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Mine levels to be visited include Owlet Hole, High 

Tor Mine Levels etc. 
· Further details in the January Newsletter. 

7. Peak Cavern, Castleton 

Sunday I 0 March 2002 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 
This is a confirmed booking. Further details in 

the January Newsletter. 

For further information about any of, these meets, 
and to book your place, please contact Paul Chandler, 
tel:- 01246 220773 evenings only. 

CLAY COMPANIES GIVE UP OLD PERMITS 
Two china clay companies working deposits on 

the south western edges of Dartmoor in Devon have 
agreed to forego mineral permits that were granted 50 
years ago to extend a pit and waste tips further into the 
Dartmoor National Park. 

The two Companies, Imerys (formerly English 
China Clays) and Watts Blake & Bearne, were granted 
permits to work the area in the 1950s before the area 
was included within the National Park. It was also 
before it was mandatory to conduct any environmental 
damage assessment - indeed, well into the 1960s, the 
nearby River Plym ran white with suspended clay and 
an extensive area was covered with white dust from the 
drying plant while 'pyramid' tips of white mica 
dominated the view. 

Expansion into the National Park would result in 
damage to heather moorland, numerous archaeological 
sites and be visible from a large area of southern 
Dartmoor. In the l 970's the companies agreed not to 
develop the area until the first decade of the 21st 
Century. 

As the end of this voluntary agreement 
approached, a campaign was launched to revoke the 
mineral rights. The Action Committee was 
spearheaded by the Dartmoor Preservation Association 
and supported by the National Parks Authority and 
Devon County Council. The Companies, both of 
which had come under new ownership from the 
Continent in the late 1990s, agreed to carry out an 
environmental impact assessment, but indicated that 
they would seek compensation running into several 
million pounds if they gave up the mineral rights. 

The members of the Action Committee would 
have found it impossible to fund such compensation 
and approached the Government, arguing that it was 
their responsibility to fund any compensation in the 
public interest. 

Members of the organisations making up the 
Action Committee were asked to write to the DETR 
and their local MPs, as well as other interested parties 
such as English Heritage and the National Trust (who 
owned adjacent land) to express their concern over the 
pending development. The government insisted it was 
the responsibility of the National Park Authority and 
Devon County Council to solve the problem and the 
future looked bleak for this area of moorland. 

In a most welcome move, in July 2001 , the two 
clay companies had a change of heart and agreed to. 
give up their old mineral rights without compensation. 
This is a most welcome move and illustrates how 
mineral developers can heed the sustained pressure of 
public opinion. 

While some may argue that mining the area would 
have created jobs, careful analysis of the situation had 
already shown that the net impact would have been a 
loss of jobs due to an anticipated reduction in tourism. 
China Clay is not a scarce commodity and credit is due 
to the two companies who have accepted that their 
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responsibilities extend beyond their immediate financial 
gam. 
Tim Smith 

HIGH RAKE 
Since the last report of our activities in January, 

we have lost three working days because of Foot and 
Mouth restrictions. After the path through the site was 
opened, and with the agreement of the local farmer, we 
resumed in June. 

A new area of operations was selected and about 
half of the gin circle near the shaft was de-turfed. Not 
much was revealed and we await the result of 
trowelling. 

An additional working day was planned for June 
when Terry with his digger and mechanical 
wheelbarrow would be present. Thanks also to the . 
arrival of a dumper, a huge tonnage of material was 
removed. The site has had seyeral periods of activity, 
working the rake, sinking the shaft, hillocking the spar 
heaps and tipping of rubbish, consequently artefacts 
are out of conte>..'t in the strata and the layer of interest 
is overlain with heaps of waste and rubbish. This is 
not a job for trowelling with archaeological finesse. 
We are grateful for the use of the mechanical 
equipment, without which we would proceed only 
slowly. 

The first Saturday of July saw about nine 
volunteers present. An A4 handout had been prepared 
for any visitors and gave a brief history of the mine 
and a map derived from an Ordnance Survey after the 
mine closed. We suspect that the scale used may be 
wrong as a theoretical three metre outer wall of the 
winding engine house became longer and longer as we 
dug, giving rise to a theory about a link to that of 
Hadrian. It is possible that the wall was buried at the 
time the survey was made and the smaller wall is 
within its boundary. Remains of steps were found 
leading down into the building from the front of the 
winding house and traces of a wall or platform in the 
centre of the building. 

The remaining turf was removed from the gin 
circle and more drawing of the subsurface was carried 
out. It was probably the warmest day we have spent at 
High Rake and the flies made it rather unpleasant 
working but a little more has been uncovered. The 
correct forms of words are starting to trip from the 
tongue and we all want to see "what is going on here" . 
Society member and professional archaeologist John 
Bamatt is ensuring that everything is revealed and 
recorded in the correct way. 

A routine shovel and trowel session will take 
place in August with a "landscape leveller" mechanical 
visit in September. 
Keith Gregory 

OLD SHOW CAVES (MINES) OF MATLOCK 
BATH 

Paul Chandler is researching the old show mines 
and caves of Matlock Bath. He is looking for old 
photographs, cave leaflets/guides, surveys of the show 
caves, newspaper cuttings, Derbyshire publications, 
anecdotes and recollections etc. Paul also asks if there 
are any former Matlock Bath show cave guides who 
are members of PDMHS or does anyone know who 
was a guide and would speak to Paul about his/her 
expenences. 

It is intended to produce an article for publication 
in Mining History if sufficient information is 
forthcoming. 

The following is a list of Caves/Mines which have 
been, or are still, open as "Show Caves" in Matlock 
Bath: 

Cumberland Cavern 
Devonshire Cavern 
Fluorspar Cavern 
Gaskin (Museum) Mine 
Great Mason Cavern 
Great Rutland Cavern 
High Tor Grotto 
Long Tor Cavern 
Owlet Hole Mine (Victoria Cavern) 
Roman Cave & Fem Cave 
Side Mine 
Smedley Cavern 
Speedwell Cavern 

Temple Mine is excluded from the above list as 
the interest is in the older show caves/mines. 

Information already gathered includes a double 
backed pocket size card advertising on one side the 
Royal Speedwell Mine, Stalactitic Cavern and 
Romantic Rocks, whilst on the other side Benjamin 
Froggatt for 40 years Principal Guide to the Caverns 
and Scenery of Matlock Bath. Unfortunately the card 
is not dated. Also gathered is a seven page article on 
the subject but the source of the article is unknown. 
Another interesting publication is "Caves and Caverns 
of Peakland" by Crichton Porteus that was published 
in 1950. 

If anyone can provide any information on this 
subject, would they please contact : Paul Chandler, 12 
Darwent Road, Tapton, CHESTERFIELD, S41 OUE. 
Tel: 01246 220773 (Home) or 07944 351836 
(Mobile). 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
l. " Easv to Miss - Looking for the Lead Miner in 

· Matlock Bath" by Daphne Rock. Published 200 l by 
Corundum Press. 25pp, AS softback. Cost £4.95 . 
Available from Daphne Rock, 105 Gilborough St, 
Southfields, LONDON, SW18 5DS. 

Daphne Rock was given a London Arts Board 
grant to write a collection of poems that explored 
mining and the use if the earth's resources . One of 
these poems was published in the October 2000 
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Newsletter. This booklet contains the sixteen poems in 
the collection. 

The Peak District Mines Historical Society 
inspired Daphne with the Society's dedication to 
keeping the history of mining alive. 

2. ·'Quarrv Hunslets of North Wales" by Cliff 
Thomas. Published by Qakwood Press. 256 pp and 
almost 200 photographs. Case bound. ISBN 0 85361 
575 6 . Cost £22 .95. 

A history of each locomotive is detailed. It was 
due for publication on 27 August at the Llanberis Lake 
Railway as part of ifs 30th Anniversary celebrations. 
John A. Knight 

3. ··Tue Slate Railwavs of Wales'' by Alun John 
Richards. This book is now available from the prolific 
pen of Alun John. It covers the chronology of slate 
related railways and tramways throughout Wales. 
There is a chapter on the routes and remains if you feel 
like tracing them. ISBN 0 86381 6894. Published by 
Carreg Gwalch, paperback. Cost £5 .95 - enjoyable 
holiday reading! 
John A. Knight 

4 . "Industrial Gwvnedd Volume 5" The date of 
publication is uncertain but it is understood that it will 
include articles on Penrhyn Slate Quarry, the first 
steam engine in the Welsh slate industry, quarrymen's 
housing and the planer at Pen-yr-Orsedd Slate Quarry. 
To be published by Plateway Press . 
John A. Knight 

5 . ..Land Surface Evaluation for Engineering 
Practice., edited by J S Griffiths. Published by 
Geological Society Engineering Geology Special 
Publications. ISBN: 1-86239-084-3. 

Several of the papers in this publication refer to 
.. Mining Subsidence". 
Paul Sowan 

6 . ''Industrial He.ritage 27(2) Summer 200 l " 
published by Industrial Heritage. 40pp 

Includes articles on .. The Dartmoor Tin Industry'', 
.. A Coalmine at Clintsfield, Lancashire'' and ··A New 
Life for .. Oddball .. and her friends''. 
Paul Sowan 

BOOK REVIEW 
.. Caradon and Looe: The Canal. Railways. and 

Mines" by Michael Messenger. Published by 
Twelveheads Press, Truro, Cornwall . 168pp Cost 
£26-00 

The Liskeard and Looe Union Canal was built for 
agricultural purposes but the discovery of large 
deposits of copper ore on Caradon Hill changed its 
character completely. The Liskeard and Caradon 
Railway was built to carry copper ore and granite 
down the hill by gravity, for the canal to take on to 
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Looe. 
The fabulously rich copper mines, a Cornish canal 

and a gravity operated railway came together to form a 
fascinating story. The riches brought by copper as 
well as tin and granite from this comer of Bodrnin 
Moor built the towns of Liskeard and the harbour at 
Looe that remain today. 

The mining discovery germinated, blossomed, 
withered and died within fifty years, but the 
picturesque railway to Looe is still, in spite of 
cutbacks, here today. 

This book first published in 1978 has been fully 
revised and enlarged with excellent maps, diagrams 
and photographs. Tweleveheads are to be 
complimented on the quality of the reproduction. 

The many footnotes and appendices complete this 
fascinating book and it is highly commended. 
Mike Luff 

VIDEO REVIEW 
·'Tue Shropshire Caving and Mining Club in 
Cornwall" This is one of a series of some 50 titles 
available from IA Recordings of which about half are 
related to mineral mining, coal mining or quarrying. 
Cost £16-45 . Available from IA Recordings, PO Box 
476, Telford, Shropshire, TF7 4RB. 
E-mail info@iarecordings.org 

This video is a compilation of underground, 
surface and working tin mines visited by the 
Shropshire Caving and Mining Club over a decade 
from 1983 and provides I 44 minutes of fascinating 
viev;ing. 

The use of a helmet mounted camera in several of 
the underground excursions, and the lack of any 
dubbed commentary, relying solely on ambient sounds, 
frequently gives the impression that you are present in 
the party. While a person unfamiliar with mining may 
consider the lack of a commentary somewhat 
bewildering, for those familiar with the sights and 
sounds underground will find the 'realism' produced by 
the splash of boots, the odd crack on the head and 
muffled curse, fascinating . Forty-six sites are visited, 
in some cases the footage lasting for 15 minutes or so, 
in others a minute or less. Most of the visits were 
recorded in 1993 and include visits to South Crofty and 
Wheal Jane when they were both working mines that 
had been revived by the tin price bubble of the late 80s. 
Both underground visits and a tour of the concentrators 
are included as well as visits to the Camboume School 
of Mines training mines. 

Visits to preserved sites include the Levant whim 
in steam, the Goonvean beam engine, the Tolgus 
streaming plant, stamps and calciner and the mining 
museums at Geevor and Cambome School of Mines. 

In addition to live footage, stills are also included. 
Each new site is well flagged at the start of a new visit 
by means of a map and the name of the location 
scrolling across the frame. 
Tim Smith 
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SLATE INCLINED 
Llechwedd Slate Quarry - The tourist operation is 

vital to the working company as more money is 
generated from this than slate sales. The Deep Miners 
Tour was closed during part of July after heavy rain 
knocked out the electrics. There are 20 men employed 
on slate production. 

Maenofferen Slate Quarry - The old Cooke's 
Level bore visible from around the old Tuxford 
workings has been shortened through blasting. The 
gate and the first 25 yards approx have now gone. 
There is no working at this quarry at present (source 
Llechwedd employee), although there appears to have 
been some work since my last visit in the old '"2 and a 
half' quarry. 

Rhiwbach Tramway - Since my last visit the 
breached bridge section has been infilled and skirting 
around through the boggy land can now be avoided. 
There still are a number of areas along the tramway 
that are very wet but it is well worth the visit. 

Dinorwic Slate Quarry - There has been a 'recent' 
fall at the quarry and a section of track on the Braich 
side is now suspended in mid air. I am unsure of the 
exact level but it is thought to be Bone Roller. 

Chwarel Fawr - It appears that part of the 
retaining wall off the 'new road' has collapsed. 

Glifach Ddu Workshops - Admission to this 
excellent working museum is now free of charge. 

Cambria Wvnne Slate Quarry - There has been a 
large fall underground in 
recent months and much 
of the area is unsafe 
according to a local 
source. 

Dorothea Slate 
Quarry - The asbestos 
removal has been 
completed on the beam 
engine house, work is in 
progro.ss on 
waterproofing. 
John A. Knight 

MENDIP INCIDf:NT 

Children walking a recently reopened foot path 
heard his cries for help and raised the alarm. He was 
rescued by the Mendip Cave Rescue Team. 
Andy Gillings 

GEEVOR TIN MINE HERITAGE CENTRE, 
PENDEEN, CORNWALL 

Cornwall County Council has awarded the 
management contract for the Geevor Tin Mine 
Heritage Centre to Pendeen Community Heritage for a 
three year period. Pendeen Community Heritage is a 
group of local people \vith connections with Geevor 
Tin Mine who are committed to the development of the 
Geevor site - the largest heritage mining site in Britain 
- as a world class mining museum. 

A major aim is to assist '' ith the economic 
regeneration in the Pendeen area by the creation of 
sustainable employment. 

The contract begins on 1 October 2001. The 
Pendeen Community Heritage is chaired by PDMHS 
member Bill Lakin. Bojewyan House. PENDEEN. 
Cornwall, TRI 9 7TR. Tel: 01736 787312 

FILMING AT MAGPIE MINE 
The fictitious "'Wonder of Lead Mining 

Museum" was a hive of activity for a day during early 
summer 200 l. 

Wide coverage has 
recently been given by 
national press, -radio and 
television about a man 
who was found alive on 
a ledge 50ft down a 
200ft deep old mine 
shaft. The shaft, 
allegedly 20 ft in 
diameter, is protected by 

Medical personnel from the Beeches Surgery visiting the grumpy o">ner of the 
museum with many film crew in attendance 

a 4ft high link fence. 
The 26 year old man had abseiled down the 

Stainsbury Shaft at Charterhouse and it is believed that 
he was trapped in the shaft for l l days . 

Photo by Mike Luff 

Carlton Television used the Magpie Mine site for 
filming an episode of Peak Practice, which should hit 
our TV screens in the New Y car. 
ME Luff 
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POTENTIAL FOR INTERESTING 
CORRESPONDENCE 

The extract below, from the "Telegraph Property 
30/6/0 l " shows how some interesting correspondence 
could be generated by the slight slip of a pen. 

" ....... the NHBC's fitness to perform this function 
is being challenged by the National Association of New 
Owners (NANHO), the consumer body that represents 
those at the sharp end of the builders failures .. .. " 

The NAMHO Secretary could find himself in the 
thick of disputes between builders and their customers. 
Roy Paulson 

EXPLOSION IN CHINESE COAL MINE 
More than 90 coal miners were killed in an 

explosion at an illegal coal mine in the SE province of 
Jiangsu. The miners were trapped by the explosion 
and it has been confirmed that 16 miners were dead 
and that there was no hope for a further 76 miners. 

Last year 5300 miners died in Chinese mines and 
this year the official death toll has reached 3000. 

The Chinese Prime Minister has repeatedly 
denounced incompetent and corrupt management in the 
coal mining industry without any improvement in the 
accident record. Illegal mines are condoned because 
they provide jobs and revenue to the local community. 
Evelyn Dixon (Guardian 2417101) 

EXPLOSION IN UKRAINE COAL MINE 
At least 36 miners were killed in an explosion at a 

coal mine at the Zasiaska complex, near Donetsk. 
Two years ago there was a similar methane/coal dust 
explosion at the same mine which resulted in the death 
of 50 miners . Also, last March a similar explosion 
killed 82 miners at the Barakova Colliery. Both of 
these collieries arc located in eastern Ukraine. 

Zasiaska Colliery is the largest coal mine in the 
Ukraine and produces 3.5m tonne of coal per year. 

Some 500.000 persons are employed in the coal 
mines in the Donbass region. The mines are very 
dilapidated with only eight collieries having been 
modernised in the last .20 years. The safety record is 
very bad with 120 miners having been killed so far this 
year. 319 last year and 657 in the hvo previous years. 
Evelyn Dixon (Guardian 2018101) 

PROPOSALS TO EXTRACT METHANE GAS 
FROM COAL SEAMS 

There are currently two proposals to extract 
methane gas for commercial use in the North 
Staffordshire area. 

I . StrataGas has submitted a planning 
application to drill four exploratory boreholes in the 
area between Sea.bridge and Whitmoor. They will be 
used to evaluate the value of the methane that is 
available from the coal seams lying below Baldwins 
Gate and Seabridge. 

2. Edinbough Oil & Gas has submitted a 
planning application to extract methane at the former 

Hem Heath Colliery. Recent tests have shown that 
1000 litres per second of 85% pure methane is being 
emitted into the atmosphere from one of the disused 
shafts. If the application is successful a subsidiary 
company, Cogen, is proposing to build a small power 
station that would be powered by the methane. 
NSGAG 

ROPE ACCESS WORK 
A draft European Union Directive has been 

identified which requires the mandatory use of 2 ropes 
when undertaking rope access work. There are 
implications for SRT since the Directive would set a 
standard which could be argued to equally apply to 
non-work situations. The topic is being followed up. 
Roy Paulson (NCA Publication) 

INVOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER 
The Government has recently published a White 

Paper on changes to the law on manslaughter. If 
implemented in the form as published, there would be 
implications for a number of clubs and societies. 

A new offence, corporate killing, is proposed and 
will apply to incorporated bodies which would include 
clubs and societies. A death would be regarded as 
being caused by the conduct of the incorporated body if 
it is caused by a management failure or if the way in 
which its activities are managed fails to ensure the 
health and safety of the people involved. 

This is a proposal that will require careful study. 
Roy Paulson (Burnley Caving Club Newsletter 
Summer 2001) 

COPY FOR THE JANUARY 2002 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 17 NOVEMBER 2001. Copy, articles, 
photographs, letters etc should be sent to:-

Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 
SWADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 

Tel:- (01283) 713315. 
E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnet.co.uk 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 

Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES IDSTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 
Company No 1227931 (Reg in England) 

Liability Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No 504662 
Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, 

The Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 

Tel:- 01629 583834. 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain and 
may be reproduced without pemuss1on provided due 
acknowledgment is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Society. Copy submitted for publication is not checked by the 
Editor for accuracy. 
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