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If there is a cross in the adjacent box, then you have not D 
renewed your membership for the current year. Please renew 
now!!! 

SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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27 January U/G meet - Matlock Bath 
6 February U/G meet - Matlock Bath 
i2 February Talk - Museum 
20 February U/G meet - Bakewell 
6 March U/G meet - Matlock Bath 
IO March U/G meet - Castleton 
12 March Talk - Museum 
20 March U/G meet - Stoney Middleton 
3 April U/G meet - Via Gellia 
9 April Talk - Museum 
17 April U/G meet - Stoney Middleton 
21 April Surface walk - Skipton 
14 May Talk - Museum 
2 June Surface walk - Buxton 
11 June Talk - Museum 
5-8 July NAMHO Conference - Aberwstwyth 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Twenty Seventh Annual General Meeting of 

the Peak District Mines Historical Society was held in 
the Pump Room at The Peak District Mining Museum, 
The Pavilion, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, on 
24 November 200 l . 

The Director's Report and the Accounts for the 
year ending 30 June 200 I were accepted. 

Chairman's Report 
In his report for the year, Tony Marsh referred to 

the recovery and recording of the Ashover Spar Plant, 
the ongoing excavations at High Rake with the gin 
circle, the engine house and pumping engine house now 
exposed. The Old Mill close is also ongoing - it did 
not end with the report published in the recent edition 
of Mining History. 

Investigations following the appearance of a hole 
in the garden at Wensley resulted in satisfied owners 
joining the Society. 

An active programme of field meets took place 
through the year. With the advent of ever more safety 
legislation appearing on the statute books, the Society 
appointed a training co-ordinator. 

The surface of Magpie Mine was opened to the 
public during the Heritage Weekend in September and 
over 200 people were guided round the site. There was 
an excellent feature in the Sheffield Telegraph as a 
result of the weekend. This publicity was most 
welcome. 

Magpie Mine was also used recently for scenes in 
the Carlton TV production, "Peak Practice". The slot 
featured a ' 'Mining Museum" set up in a "modified" 
Magpie Cottage. 

A Barmote Court event was also held at Magpie 
Cottage with the traditional accompaniments of clay 
pipes, tobacco, cheese and ale. 

Business at the Museum is picking up after the 
recent difficult time. Income is slowly rising and the 
externally refurbished Pavilion Building is more 
conducive to attracting visitors. 

Sadly the renewal of memberships this year is 
down on the last two years. At the moment, some 21 % 
of our members have not renewed their membership 
compared to this time last year. This raises the 
question of ''Where are we going?" The directors have 
to focus their attention on this problem. 

In recent weeks there have been informal talks 



with Northern Mines Research Society to investigate 
the possibility of Britain's two foremost mining history 
societies merging. The Directors of PDMHS will be 
considering these proposals in the future and will keep 
the membership informed of any progress. 
Election of Directors 

Following the election to fill the vacant posts, the 
Directors of the Society for 2001/2002 are:
Chairman 

EA Marsh 29 Whitely Wood Rd 
SHEFFIELD, SI 1 7FF 
Tel: 0114 230 1077 

Deputy Chairman 
A J Mutter 

Hon Secretary 
JR Thorpe 

Hon Treasurer 
DGough 

Hon Editor 
Dr L Willies 

Hon Recorder 
R Paulson 

Ordinary Members 
Dr J Bamatt 

P Chandler 

AM Gillings 

P Smith 

T Worthington 

72 Wolds Rise, MATLOCK, 
DE4 3HJ 
Tel: 01629 584468 

"The Old Bakehouse", 
Cobden Rd, MATLOCK, 
DE4 3JR 
Tel: 01269 582521 

26 Lodge Rd, Newthorpe, 
NOTTINGHAM, 
NG16 2AZ, 
Tel: 01773 788052 

"Hilderston", 
17 4 Dale Road, 
Matlock Bath, MATLOCK 
DE4 3PS 

Tel: 01629 584322 

"Holt House", Holt Lane, 
Lea, MATLOCK, DE45GQ 
Tel: 01629 534775 

2 I The Front, Fairfield, 
BUXTON, SK17 7EQ 
Tel: 01298 77923 
12 Darwent Rd, Tapton, 
CHESTERFIELD, S4 l OUE 
Tel: 01246 220773 
8 Bernard Ave, Hucknall, 
NOTTINGHAM, 
NG15 8DH 
Tel: 01159 635497 
71 St Norbert Drive, 
Kirk Hallam, ILKESTON 
DE7 4EF. 
Tel: 0115 9301169 
Coombe House, Elton Road, 
Winster, MATLOCK, 
DE42DH 
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Any Other Business 
Dave Gough advised that he had just received a 

cheque for over £700 from the Inland Revenue in 
respect of Gift Aid commitments made by members 
renewing their membership this year. 

ANNUAL DINNER 
The Forty Second Annual Dinner of the Society 

was held at Temple Hotel, Matlock Bath on 
24 November 2001. 

The Chairman, Mr Tony Marsh, proposed Toasts 
to "The Queen'', "The Lord of the Field" and to "The 
Society"and "Our Guests" 

Harry Parker, on behalf of Trevor Ford, presented 
the Society Awards for 2001. They were:-

1. The Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation was awarded to Terry Worthington for 
his "mechanised archaeology" at High Rake. 

2. The Ford Award was made to Chris Heathcote 
for his paper "Peak Forest Mines" published in mining 
History Vol 14 No 5 . 

The after dinner speaker was Basil Stevenson, a 
master stonemason, who gave a splendid slide 
presentation on the work of a stonemason. The talk 
covered the extraction of the stone from the quarry, the 
working of the stone by machine and by hand and the 
finished installed product. 
Wes Taylor 

DERBYSHIRE TALKS 
A series of illustrated talks exploring the rich 

heritage of Derbyshire has been arranged by Robin 
Hall and the "Monday Night" group. 

The talks will be held at the Peak District Mining 
Museum at Matlock Bath on the second Tuesday of 
each month. Each talk will start at 7.30pm. Further 
details can be obtained from the Museum. Tel: 01629 
583834. Web site: www.peakmines.co.uk 

1. The Dark Side of Chesterfield in the 18th Century 
12 February 2002 
Local historian Brian Austin reveals the seamier 

and surprising aspects of the town in this period. 

2. Pleasley - A Colliery Reborn 
12 March 2002 
Project leader Robert Metcalfe tells the story so 

far of the saving and restoration of the Pleasley Engine 
House and its Markham Steam Winding Engine. 

3. Sir Joseph Banks and the Ashover Connection 
9 April 2002 
Sir Joseph Banks, botanist, explorer and President 

of the Royal Society had estates in Ashover and was a 
major shareholder in the Gregory Mine. Stuart Band 



explores the connection and the local effect of one of 
the leading lights of his day. 

4. The Cromford and High Peak Railway 
14 May 2002 
Countryside Ranger Andy Pollock looks at the 

Cromford and High Peak Railway from its early days 
through to its development as the High Peak Trail and 
into the future. 

5. Know Your Rocks 
11June2002 
Can't tell calcite from coal, or a crinoid from a 

trilobite? Ranger Robin Jeffcoat will introduce you to 
the wonderful world of rocks, minerals and fossils . 
Robin Hall 

FUTURE MEETS. 
1. Matlock Bath Mine Levels 

Sunday 27 January 2002 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Mine levels to be visited include Owlet Hole Mine 

and mine levels in the High Tor area. 
Grade: Easy/Moderate dry trips. 35ft fixed ladder 

climb in Owlet Hole Mine. 

Meet 9.45 - 10.00am at the Peak District Mining 
Museum, Matlock Bath. 

2. Peak Cavern ("Devils Arse"), Castleton 

Sunday 10 March 2002 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Grade: Moderate. Oversuit or Wetsuit trip with 

electric lamps only. Various fixed ladders and ropes to 
be climbed. 

This meet is restricted to a maximum number of 
15 persons and the minimum age is 18 years. 

To book your place, further details etc, contact 
Paul Chandler. 

3 . Surface walk around Cononley Lead Mine. Skipton, 
Yorks 

Sunday 21 April 2002 

Organiser: Paul Chandler. 
Hosts: Mike Gill and "Friends of Cononley Mine" . 

Bring a packed lunch, waterproofs, walking gear, 
camera, etc. There is the possibility of a short 
underground trip in the same area so bring caplamp, 
helmet, boilersuit, etc if you are interested. 
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For meeting time, place, further details etc, 
contact Paul Chandler during April 2002. 

4. Surface walk visiting coal mining remains and 
quarry workings. Axe Edge and Goyt Valley areas. 
Buxton 

Sunday 2 June 2002 

Leader: Paul Chandler. 
Further details in April 2002 Newsletter 

MIDWEEK (Evenin2l DERBYSHIRE 
MINE/CA VE TRIPS 

A programme of underground trips is being 
arranged on a fortnightly basis on Wednesday 
evenings from January to April 2002. All trips 
arranged will be graded as Easy /Moderate with no 
SRT or ladder work involved. These meets are joint 
meets with The Masson Caving Group & The Peak 
Walking Group. 

23 January 2002 
6 February 2002 

Jugholes, Matlock. 
Mine levels in the 
Upperwood Area of 
Matlock Bath. 

20 February 2002 Holme Bank Chert Mine, 
Bakewell. 

6 March 

20 March 2002 

3 April 2002 
17 April 2002 

Devonshire Cavern, Matlock 
Bath. (Basic underground 
climbing techniques) 
Yoga Caves, Stoney 
Middleton Dale. 
Slaley Sough, Via Gellia. 
Various caves and mine 
levels, Stoney Middleton. 

For meeting time/place, further details etc, contact 
Paul Chandler, Tel: 01246 220773 or mobile: 
07944-351836. 

If you are interested in attending underground 
meets but do not have personal undergound equipment, 
then no problem, Paul Chandler has a limited number . 
of caplamps, helmets, belts and oversuits, which you 
are welcome to borrow for a small hire fee. 

REQUEST FOR PDMHS MEETS LEADERS 
Would YOU be willing to lead/organise 

underground and/or surface meets in Derbyshire or 
other areas? 

Paul Chandler (PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator) 
would be pleased to hear from you . He would like to 
compile a list of PDMHS Meets Leaders so that a 
more comprehensive Meets Programme can be 
arranged. 
Paul Chandler 



BARMOTECOURTEVENT 
This event was once again held at Magpie Mine in 

October. The event replaces the formal autumn 
Barmote Court meeting that was previously held at 
Wirksworth. It is an occasion when members of the 
Barmote Court meet with members of the Society in a 
social gathering supported by clay pipes and baccy, ale 
and cheese. 

Any member wishing to attend future gatherings 
should contact Alan Mutter, Tel: 01629 584468. 

NAMHO 2002 CONFERENCE 
The NAMHO 2002 Conference will be held at 

Aberystwyth on the 5 - 8 July 2002. 
The Conference will be Hosted by the Welsh 

Mines Society, assisted by other local mining history 
societies. There will be a full programme of lectures, 
surface walks, underground trips and social events. 

If you have returned the preliminary registration 
form enclosed with the last Newsletter, then you will 
shortly be advised of the Conference details. If you 
haven' t pre-registered but want further information, 
please contact the Conference Secretary, John Hine, 
The Grottage, 2 Cullis Lane, Edge End, COLEFORD, 
GL16 7QF. Tel: 01594 833217. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1. Family History 

I am researching my family history and some 
members of my family moved to Derbyshire in 1891. 
know they lived in Somercotes and Alfreton and 
worked in the mines. I am intrigued as to the 
conditions they had to work in and in what kind of 
mine they would be working. 

One relation I am particularly interested in is 
Thomas Olney, also known as David Olney, who died 
in 1897, at the age of 48 years, of Phthisis Pulmonalis 
Haemoplsis and his occupation was described as 
Colliery Banksman .. 

Are there such things as lists of workers? I would 
like to find out which mine he and other members of 
the family would be working. 

Any information, or any direction to which I my 
be pointed, would be appreciated. 
Mrs A A Fountaine, 19 Metcalfe Grove, Blakelands, 
MILTON KEYNES, MK14 5N. 

2. WWVarvil 
WW Varvil claims that he was connected with 

Mill Close Mine during its peak production times. 
He produced a paper entitled "Natural Flotation 

considered as the probable reason for the secondary 
enrichment of the Galena deposits in Mill Close and 
other lead mines in Derbyshire". The paper is dated 4 
July 1961. It seems that he has, or had, a long career 
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in mining and this, somewhat wordy account of his 
theories is believed to have been repeated on several 
occasions. 

Is there anyone who can comment on W W Varvil 
and his paper as to whether it presents any new 
information of value. If anyone can help, please 
contact Colin Williams, Tel: 01485 534922, E-Mail 
<colin.williams@chematurs.freeserve.co.uk> 

THE CASE OF THE LANCASHIRE HEELERS 
Read on! 
Heritage Open Days are when many sites and 

locations, not normally accessible to the public, are 
opened to the public. Last year these open days were 
held on the weekend of 8 - 9 September. 

In 2000 Magpie Mine was open for the event, but 
the difficulties generated by the "Great Petrol 
Crisis" reduced the number of persona attending. Last 
year some 200 visitors, national and international plus 
dogs, visited the Magpie Mine site during these two 
days. They were car-parked by our attendants, 
conducted round by our guides, refreshed by our 
helpers, allowed to spend freely at the Museum stall, 
encouraged to join the Society and generally enjoyed 
the facilities that Magpie Mine has to offer. The 
weather was miraculously clement throughout the 
weekend and everybody, including the volunteer 
helpers, had a splendid time. Many thanks to all who 
gave of their time and we were sorry not to see our 
publicity expert, Harry Parker, who couldn't make it 
for that occasion. 

The Civic Trust were the promoters of the events 
and thousands of places in Europe were open this year. 
It would be a good idea to put forward your name to 
help during Heritage Open Days at Magpie or 
elsewhere this year! 

And the Lancashire Heelers? They were the five 
or six dogs that accompanied some of our guests on 
Sunday. The Heelers, I was informed, are valuable 
cattle dogs fulfilling the task that Corgis carry out, 
namely, snapping at the heels of cattle to keep them in 
order. 
Alan Mutter 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBSERVATIONS 
AND DISCOVERIES - PART 1 

This is hopefully the first of a regular series of 
short notes to which you are invited to contribute. 
During the long life of the Society, a huge amount of 
knowledge has been gained from underground 
exploration and walking surface mine remains. While 
much has been published or archived, tragically much 
has not, and now many years on it is effectively lost. 
Newer Society members are often in a position of 
having to reinvent the wheel; but even this is all too 
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often not possible because shafts have been filled and 
hillocks flattened. Thus, this new series of notes is 
your opportunity to send a paragraph to Chris or 
myself and we will compile information sent. If your 
old discovery is not detailed in the 'Red Book' and 
there is no article in back numbers of the ' Bulletin', 
then we want to hear from you. Similarly, we, and 
hopefully others, will continue to include new 
discoveries as they are made. It is also hoped that for 
those contributions that demand more than a single 
paragraph and where there are plans or photographs, a 
series of extended notes can be published in Mining 
History. 

During a series of local walks undertaken in the 
last few months with various members of the Society, 
the following surface features were noted. 

1. Stone Buttal Trough: Fortunate Mine, Gantries 
Rake, Derbyshire. SK 100 808. 

This feature is in a good state of preservation. It 
is believed to be the only one of its kind identified in 
the North Derbyshire ore-field. It consists a shallow, 
rectangular stone-lined pit edged by limestone slabs. 
The area around the huddle is covered by very fine 
washed material and there is a water-storage pond, a 
huddle dam and other slight features nearby. Present: 
Chris Heathcote, John Barnatt, Jim Rieuwerts, Phil 
Shaw. 

2. Capstan Platform?: Wardlow Sough Tail, 
Cressbrook Dale, Derbyshire. SK 174 747. 

Immediately outside the entrance to Wardlow 
Sough, a circular flat-topped, drystone-wall retained, 
platform is thought to be the site of a capstan or 
similar apparatus used to haul material along the 
sough. If this is the case, this feature could be unique 
within the Derbyshire orefield. Present: Chris 
Heathcote, John Barnatt. 

3. Waterloo (Gisboume's) Colliery Engine House: 
Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire. SK 014 807. 

A short way up the steep Biogs Road are the often 
overlooked, exceptionally well-preserved remains of a 
Cornish Engine House connected to the Waterloo 
Colliery. The tall building is part of a private 
residence alongside which is the aptly named Winch 
Cottage. The shaft, said to be 400ft deep, is capped 
and the area is used as a private car park. The 
building behind the engine house could be the boiler 
house. Present: Chris Heathcote, John Bamatt. 

4 . Hurdlow End Gin Circle: Peak Forest. 
Derbyshire. SK 110 888. 

A perfect example of a gin circle and associated 
engine shaft (capped) enclosed within a large belland 
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yard at this recently identified mine site on the western 
range of White Rake near Perry Dale. Also in the 
immediate vicinity are fine examples of a water-storage 
pond and several large huddle dams. Present: Chris 
Heathcote, Jim Rieuwerts. 
Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 
Stockport, SKJ 2 6TX and John Barnatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, SKJ 7 7EQ 

A DIG WITH A DIFFERENCE 
Modem digs come in all shapes and sizes and the 

method of removing the debris from the dig site varies 
considerably. It ranges from transporting the material 
away on dustbin lids pulled along the roadway with a 
rope to passing buckets of sludge down the line. It is 
rarely possible to install a tub running on rails. 

Sometimes, however, it is possible to use modem 
high tech equipment. 

The author recently obtained permission to dig out 
the entrance to a copper mine in the Staffordshire 
Moorlands. The mine dated from early times and was 
abandoned circa 1800. 

A preliminary dig on the adit entrance, using hand 
shovels, revealed the ex1:ent and depth of the collapsed 
area that would require to be dug out before access to 
the mine could be gained. It was obvious that hand 
digging was not a practical method of excavating the 
entrance to this mine. It was a job for the "BIG CAT". 

The "Big Cat" made short shift of the excavating 
the area. At the time of writing, access has been 
gained to the small back filled drawing shaft, the portal 
has been timbered up and 1 metre diameter concrete 
rings have been let into the trench. 

Excavation of the dig continues apace by 
members of PDMHS and Crewe CC stalwarts. 
Len Kirkham 

REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
I . Paul Chandler is looking for information on 

the following: 
a . "Coprolite mining" in Bucks, Sussex, Cambs, 

and Bedfordshire. Any information would be 
appreciated, including "What is Coprolite"? 

b . "Stone Mine", Colly Weston, Northants. 
I have seen a photograph of the entrance to the above 
mine in a publication entitled, "Stone Quarry 
Landscapes" by Peter Stanier. Is the mine still 
accessible? How extensive was it? Are there any mine 
surveys available? Any other information would be 
appreciated, eg History, Photographs, etc. 

Please contact Paul Chandler if you can help at 12 
Darwent Road, Tapton, Chesterfield, S4 l OUE. Tel: 
01246 220773 or 07944 351836. 



2. "Derbyshire Miners in Devon" If anyone has 
any knowledge of Derbyshire miners going to work in 
the Coombe Martin Silver Mines in Devon during the 
12th, 13th and 14th century, would they please contact 
Mr K Webb, Valley Cottage, Cheltham, Barnstable, 
EX31 4TE. Tel: 01271 850349. 

PROGRESS AT THE HIGH RAKE 
EXCAVATION 

The unexpectedly-long wall mentioned in the last 
report has been revealed to be the west side of the 
boiler house. The routine September visit to High 
Rake was supplemented by the hire of a JCB on a 
second Saturday. This, together with two dumper 
trucks, rapidly removed the modem heaps of spoil from 
above the winding engine and boiler houses. 

Careful use of a mini-digger exposed the north 
wall of the engine house and shovelling showed up the 
east wall in October. The allotted dumping ground 
was filled in September and we are now using part of 
the opencut. The engine and boiler houses are now 
seen to be at right-angles to each other, an unusual 
arrangement. What had been assumed to be the base 
of the winder has the wrong orientation to be that and it 
may be part of a crusher, but what was the winding 
arrangement? 

Detailed uncovering and recording of the horse gin 
has continued. The base of the pumping engine 
chimney has now been uncovered with the removal of a 
relatively small amount of turf and soil. Work 
continues on the first Saturday of the month, weather 
permitting, and visitors are welcome. 
Keith Gregory 

TREVITHICK TRUST 
The Trevithick Trust is pleased to announce that 

they have now opened the King Edward Training Mine 
near Cambome to the public. It will be fully open to 
visitors in 2002. There will almost certainly be an 
underground experience for visitors to the mine. 
Stuart B Smith 

YORKSHIRE COAL MINE TO RE-OPEN 
Richard Budge, the former Chief Executive of 

RJB Mining, now renamed UK Coal, has given the 
British coal mining industry a shot in the arm with an 
ambitious proposal for a new clean coal power station 
in South Yorkshire. Mr Budge plans that his new 
company, CoalPower, will start coal production at the 
Hatfield Colliery in November 2001 . This colliery was 
closed in August 
Roger Gosling (FT & Guardian 9110101) 
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LOOKING FOR BOOKS 
Take the hard work out of looking for books. The 

<www.ukbookworld.com> website is Britain's leading 
website set up in co-operation with 
<www.uksocieties.com> to help members ofliterary 
and historical societies find old, rare and out-of-print 
books for sale in Britain in their own areas of interest. 

This special website holds a selection changing 
each day of over half-a-million books published 
between 1600 and 1990 offered for sale between £5 
and £5,000 by some 600 British booksellers in just 
about any subject you can think of. 

The Clique, founded in 1890 and the world's 
longest, established specialist publisher of information 
on old, rare and out-of-print books, have now started 
issuing an annual cd-rom series of price-guides in this 
field. The new 2001 edition contains the current 
catalogue prices of 420,000 old books in all subjects 
published between 1600 and 1990. 

Members can now obtain copies of this invaluable 
UKBW 2001 Windows cd-rom for £48. Further 
details are available from The Clique, 7 Pulleyn Drive, 
York Y024 lDY. Tel: 01904 631752 or from their 
website at <www.clique.co.uk>. 

LITTLE HOPE FOR DERBYSHIRE LEAD 
ORE! 

The real price of tin, zinc and gold are little 
changed at the end of the 20th century compared with 
1900 prices. Lead, copper, nickel and silver are, 
however, changing hands in real terms at HALF of the 
1900 price. 
I J Brown (Min Management Nov 2001) 

MEN TRAPPED IN OLD INDIAN MINE 
Heavy earth moving equipment rushed to an 

abandoned open-cast mine after it was reported that up 
to 150 illegal miners were trapped after the wall 
collapsed. The mine is in West Bengal and it is 
believed that the miners may have come from an 
adjoining state. 
I J Brown (Y Post 12110101) 

MORE FATALITIES IN CHINESE COAL MINE 
Hope that 14 miners trapped underground after an 

explosion are rapidly fading. They are trapped in an 
environment where the temperature is 50°C and there 
are high levels of Carbon Monoxide gas. 

At least 5 8 miners died in one week in an 
unrelated explosion in Shanxi coal mines. 

There are thousands of small coal mines in China 
which should not be working due to the hazardous 
conditions but, with coal prices rising, there is little 
incentive to stop production. Many of these mines are 
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owned by local authorities which rely on the income 
from these mines. 

Many of these small mines have been developed 
dangerously close to abandoned workings . Explosions, 
flooding and collapses may not be reported even if 
there is loss of life. Safety equipment is often primitive 
with inadequate ventilation. 
E Dixon (Guardian 23111101) 

FLOODS BRING LEAD CONTAMINATION 
Prof Macklin of the Institute of Sciences and 

Geography at Aberystwyth University has stated that 
agricultural land in the Vale of Yorkshire has been 
contaminated by high levels of lead following recent 
heavy flooding. He states that the contamination could 
take 50-100 years to clear. · 

The research showed that 7 5 % of the flood 
sediment samples taken along a I IO km length of the 
River Swale exceeded Government guidelines for the 
maximum permitted lead concentrations in land upon 
which livestock grazes. The contamination comes 
from waste tips in former upland mining areas . 
Simulations oflead movement in the River Swale up to 
2060 show that flooding in Swaledale and the Vale of 
York will continue to deliver contaminates to 
agricultural land. 

At the moment, it is not known how much of this 
contamination could possibly get into the food chain. 
Is the contamination relevant if it does not get into the 
food chain? 

The Rivers Clyde, Tyne and Aire systems are also 
contaminated in a similar manner. 
Chris Irwin (Farmers Guardian-Sept 2001) 

BEACONSFIELD GOLD MINE 
The Beaconsfield Gold Mine in Tasmania was 

worked from 1877-1914. During that time over Im 
tons of rock was hoisted and crushed to produce some 
854,000 ounces of gold. 

Gold mining started as the mining of alluvial gold 
in 1877 but a rich 400 yard reef was soon discovered. 
The three mines which worked this reef were very wet 
despite the installation of much expensive pumping 
equipment. The mines were consolidated in I 888 but 
eventually the water beat the miners. The cost of 
pumping became prohibitive and the mine was closed 
in 1914. 

The Grubb Shaft site has been converted into the 
Grubb Shaft Gold & Heritage Museum. 

This well established museum has become a major 
tourist attraction. It features a 3D model of the mine 
workings at the time of closure in 19 I 4, a working 
model of the historical water pumps, a working 12 
head stamp battery driven by a waterwheel, a complete 
shaft set from the Hart Shaft and old pumping 
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equipment together with extensive photographic and 
other records of the old mine. 

The Hart Shaft area is the New Gold Mine at 
which a drilling programme has indicated that the ore 
body will yield as much gold as the old mine. 
Following an extensive pumping programme, the first 
gold ingots from this mine were poured in 1999. 
Dave Penny 

BOOK REVIEWS 
l . "Tarmac Papers Vol IV", edited by R W D 

Fenn. Published in 2000 by Tarmac Ltd, Millfields 
Road, Ettingshall, Wolverhampton, WV4 6JP - Cost 
unknown. AS soft covers, 343 pages - many diagrams 
and photos, some coloured. 

The production of these volumes has made 
available much detail on the history and archaeology of 
quarry sites and it is unfortunate that this volume is 
said to be the "last of the series". This volume 
maintains the high standard of the earlier volumes and 
in about 15 chapters covers such topics as Bronze Age 
Mines (West Sussex), Anglo Saxon settlements 
(Lincolnshire), the discovery of a Mammoth at 
Hoveringham and limekilns in Camarthenshire. There 
are also chapters on the "Cistercians and quarrying", 
the "Worshipful Company of Paviors" and ''Nash 
Rocks" on the Welsh Borders. Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire are especially catered for with long 
chapters on Caldon Low and on Tarmac' s own 
quames. 
Dr IJBrown 

2. "Colossal Earthmovers" by K Haddock. 
Published in 2000 by MBI Publishing Company, USA. 
Available from Classic Tractors, Low Green Farm, 
Hutton, Driffield, Y025 9PX. Cost £9.99 post free. 
996 pages, 2 lcm x 23cm, hardback. 

The large machines once so familiar in the UK 
surface mines are now a dying breed, as is their variety 
for they are now being replaced by hydraulic shovels 
and dump trucks. Very few examples of the earlier 
machines are likely to be preserved but fortunately 
several new books have become available specialising 
in photographs supported by captions. One such book 
is Colossal Earthmovers and, although it only shows 
one machine in Britain (the only preserved ''Walking 
Dragline" in the world at St Aidans opencast site at 
Leeds) with over 90 colour photos, it is excellent value. 

If action is not taken soon, photos and models will 
be all that can be seen in the UK of any large cable 
excavators, stripping shovels, bucket wheels and 
continuous planing machines. Take the opportunity 
now to study them before all is lost! 
DrJJBrown 



3. "The Victorian Engineer" by A Jarvis. 
Published 2000 by Shire Albums. No 353, cost 3.50, 
32 pages, 47 illustrations and photos. 

A small book which shows how engineering 
evolved from a trade to a profession which, from 
Britain, led the world. The book looks at the role of 
the great engineers, the consultant and the salaried 
officers, and some of their outstanding achievements, 
particularly in the Victorian period .. Their work in the 
various fields of railways, engines, tunnelling and 
waterways had a great impact on the development of 
mining and, in tum, they were also dependent on it. 

This is an interesting small book which gives an 
insight into the dealing of the great engineers. 
Ivor Brown 

4. "Mining in Cornwall - Vol 4, Havle. Kerrier & 
Carrick" by L J Bullen. Published 2001 by Tempus in 
their Images of England series. 126 pages, about 210 
photos. ISBN 07524 2133 6. Cost £10.99. 

This is the 4th book on Comish Mines in this 
series, and more are expected. Each photo is captioned 
and, considering the age of some of the photos, are 
surprisingly clear. There is very little "introduction" or 
"preamble" in this volume, it being assumed that the 
reader is familiar with the introduction in the previous 
volumes in the series. 

The photos show a great variety of plant and 
equipment. Some are most unusual, such as an old 
Comish Engine House being used as an orebin and the 
manufacture of Comish shovels using tilthamrners. 
Cornwall has been fortunate to have so many persons 
roving around the area with cameras and it must be 
unique in that so many photographs were taken of 
structures and equipment without people! 

Whilst many of the photos are from the early 
years of the 20th Century, a good number are from the 
period 1960 to 1985 when so many of the mines where 
reopened for prospecting. 

This is a fine reminder of those days when Britain 
produced much of its own requirements of tin. 
Ivor Brown 

GIFT AID 
As stated in the AGM report, the Society has 

received the first repayment of over £700 from the 
Inland Revenue for the initial Gift Aid claim. We are 
now awaiting payment of the claim for the last 
financial year. Thanks are extended to all those 
members who completed the Gift Aid declaration. 
About 60% of the members who have renewed their 
membership this year have completed the Gift Aid 
Declaration and this declaration will be valid for as 
long as the member continues to be a member of the 
Society. There are, of course, members who cannot 
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make a Gift Aid Declaration They include Institution 
Members, overseas members, non taxpayers etc. 
Hopefully, members who have yet to renew their 
membership for 2001/2002 will complete the 
declaration and enable the Society to maximise the 
recovery of this payment from the Inland Revenue. 

WATER POLLUTION FROM WELSH METAL 
MINES 

The Environmental Agency has circulated a list of 
50 metal mines in Wales on which it wishes to carry 
out oriority remedial work to reduce water pollution. 

The questionnaire provided by the Agency 
included only one question relating to mining history 
and archaeological interests - "Are there any special 
architectural structures on the site?" And if the answer 
is Yes, " Is the structure scheduled?" 

This shows an evident lack of understanding on 
the part of the Environmental Agency as to the 
potential for damage to archaeological features on mine 
sites. There is more to mining archaeology than 
standing structures. On every one of the sites listed 
consideration has to be given to surviving earth works, 
access to underground features and the potential for 
subsurface archaeological evidence. Scheduling is, of 
course, an area concept, related to all significant 
features, not just structures. 
Peter Claughton 

CORRECTION TO LAST NEWSLETTER 
The address given for Daphne Rock on page 5 

(New publications .... ) should have been "Elborough 
Street", not Gilborough Street. 

COPY FOR THE APRIL 2002 EDITION OF 
THE NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 24 February 2002. Copy, articles, 

photographs, letters etc should be sent to:
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SW ADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 
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