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SUMMARY OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2 May U/G Meet - Bakewell Page 1 

Page I 
Page 8 
Page 2 

3 June VIG Meet - Bakewell 
6-8 June NAMHO Conference - Ireland 
27 July U/G Meet - Monsal Dale 

CHANGE IN MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES 

At the Extraordinary General Meeting, held at 
Magpie Mine on 9 March 2003, it was agreed to increase 
the subscription rates. Subscriptions had been held at the 
previous rate since 1997. 

The new rates are:-
Ordinary Member 
Joint Membership 
Family Membership 
Junior Member 
Institutional Member 

£15.00 
£17.00 
£19.00 
£ 7.00 
£20.00 

These rates will become effective on 
1September2003. 
John Thorpe 
Hon Secretary 
9 March 2003 

ITEMS LEFT AT THE MUSEUM 
Would anyone who leaves items at the Peak District 

Mining Museum, such as books or artifacts, please leave a 
contact name and telephone number even if they don't 
want it recording officially. I may need to contact you to 
establish if the items are donations or items for 
identification. Artifacts are of no use if there is no 
provenance, such as where they were found. 

In particular, would anyone who left anything at the 
Museum in January, probably at a weekend, please contact 
me on 01629 583834 or 01773 823020. 
Evelyn Dixon 

A SIGNIFICANT FIND IN CORNWALL 
The July 2002 edition of this Newsletter (No 103) 

contained a report relating to the finding of a section of 
timber pipe at Wheal Hermon, near St Just. The object 
was provisionally identified as a pump column and bears a 
close similarity to the illustrations of pumps in "De Re 
Metallica" published by Agricola in 1556. 
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Last December the results of the radio carbon dating 
were received from Waikato University, Hamilton, New 
Zealand. The timber was in all probability utilised 
between 1510 and 1600 AD. This fits well with the date of 
Agricola's illustration and the first documented reference 
to Wheal Hermon on 1560. 

This find is significant. By the mid 16th century, 
Cornish miners were using state of the art technology to 
work on the rich lode working still visible on the 
foreshore below water level. It is clear proof of true 
underground lode working at a date much earlier than 
suspected. 

The National Trust now hopes to conserve the pump 
and place it on display. 

A report on the discovery, history and date of the 
pump column is planned for a future edition of "Cornish 
Archaeology" 
Bill Lakin - Director Geevor Mine Museum 

FUTURE SOCIETY MEETS 
1. Pretoria Chert Mine - Bakewell 

Tuesday 6 May 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
This evening visit is an easy grade boiler/oversuit 

trip. It is mostly in large walking height passsages that is 
steeply inclined in places. Access to the mine is via a l 5ft 
deep shaft fitted with fixed ladders. 

The party size is limited to 10 persons. 

2. Ashford Black Marble Mine. Ashford in the Water, 
Bakewell 

Tuesday 3 June 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 

This evening visit is an easy grade boiler/oversuit 
trip. It is mostly in large walking height passsages. 
There is no ladder or ropework. 

The party size is limited. 



- - ---- ------------------- ------------·---

3. Putwell Hill Mine, Monsal Dale. Derbyshire 
Sunday 27 July 2003 
Leader: Paul Chandler 
This is a moderate grade boiler/oversuit trip. There 

are two 25ft ladder pitches, although the second ladder 
pitch is optional. Steep and loose stones underfoot incline 
to descend and ascend, plus a number of short climbs and 
slopes to negotiate. 

All members attending this meet MUST have 
experience of climbing flexible wire ladders. 

The party size is limited to 10 persons. 

For further information and to book your place on 
the above meets, please contact Paul Chandler. 
Tel 01246 220773. 

DERBYSHIRE MINE/CA VE TRIPS 
A programme of underground and surface meets is 

being arranged for members of the Peak Walking Group 
to which members of PDMHS and the Masson Caving 
Group are invited. 

The meetings are being arranged for Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings, on a fortnightly basis, from April to 
September 2003. All underground trips will be 
easy/moderate grade and most will not involve ladderwork 
or ropework. A selection of mine/cave trips which will be 
appearing in the programme includes Jugholes, Goodluck 
Sough, Clatterway Level, Cales Dale Cave etc. 

For further details, please contact Paul Chandler 
(Organiser). Tel 01246 220773. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
1 "Caverns of Night; Coal Mines In Art, Literature. and 
Film." Edited by W B Thesing. University of South 
Carolina Press, 2000. 28lpp, hard back. Cost £38. 

Anyone familiar with the programme, 'Round 
Britain Quiz' on R4 will be forgiven for the slight 
familiarity of the following convoluted question. 'What is 
the connection between the following: -
Sherlock Holmes and the 'Molly Maquires', Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, JM Turner, W H Auden and Tony 
Harrison's infamous poem 'V. '? 

The answer, as many will have realised, is 
coal-mining, or more particularly, the portrayal of coal 
mining in the arts and thus this intriguing book should 
engage any mining historian whose interests lie beyond, 
'who invented what widget, when and why', or 'who 
owned what mine, when'. 

In 19 chapters the essayists pick over a veritable 
mine-scape of 19th and 20th century literature, poetry, 
film and the pictorial arts depicting coal mining in 
Western Europe and North America. Written by and 
presumably for those engaged in literary criticism and 
analysis (all the authors are associated with American 
universities departments of English or English literature) 
the essays range far and wide across the spectrum. A few 
titles will serve to illustrate the book's flavour, 'The 
Aesthetics of Coal'; 'Demonised Miners and Domineering 
Muses'; 'Old Hell Shaft' and 'The Rattlesnake's History', 
although they would, perhaps, tend to put off even the 
bravest mining historian from reading any further! 
However, persevere and a whole new world opens up - at 

least it did for this reviewer. For 
PRESENTATION AT THE ANNUAL DINNER 

NOVEMBER 2002 
instance, it was surprising to 
learn just how much of the 19th 
century literature which 
encompasses the coal mining 
industry was 'based' on the 1842 
Report of the Children's 
Employment Commission, 
principally as a means for 
authors to ensure the accuracy of 
her/his facts concerning the 
conditions of the mines and those 
employed in them. For example, 
see the essay, 'Social Reform 
Through Sensationalised 
Realism', subtitled, 'The 
Rattlesnake's History'. 

An overjoyed Roy Paulson (right) receiving the Harold Sarjeant Award for Mines 
Conservation from Dr Lynn Willies. 

Photo by Mavis Luff 
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The poetic canon is not 
ignored and one, apparently, 
long forgotten poet, Thomas 
Llewelyn Thomas, wrote a long 
poem concerning the dreadful 
Hartley Colliery disaster of 1862. 
In addition to winning a 
prestigious poetry prize it was 
also read in the Sheldonian 
Theatre at Oxford University on 
the occasion of the 1863 
graduation ceremony, which may 



have been preferable to the pageants offered at such 
ceremonies today! The poem vanished from sight 
following its last reprinting in 1898 to be reprinted in full 
in the present book. 

For this reviewer there are some flights of fancy, for 
instance, an analysis of the 1930s government inspired 
documentary films on the UK coal industry, coupled with 
Auden's well known depiction of industrial and mining 
landscapes, here the essayist is carried away with what he 
terms the 'homoerotics' of the genre, drawing particular 
attention to the semi-naked miners at their work! It would 
be interesting to read this essayist's thoughts on the 
famous documentary of the same period and genre on 
the subject of the GPO's night mail trains, all those 
uniforms! 

Whilst the emphasis is heavily skewed towards the 
written word the pictorial arts are not ignored, the 
cartoons of Sidney Sime, with his strange and weird 
inhabitants of the underground world was unknown to this 
reviewer. Whilst certainly kaleidoscopic in its sweep of 
coalmining art it is by no means encyclopaedic - for 
instance, the work of the south Wales poet, Idris Davies, 
is somewhat surprisingly absent; however the book makes 
no claim to completeness. One author makes a rather 
questionable statement, that the Mining Journal was a 
"working class journal". The idea of the MJ being the 
miner's equivalent of, say, the Daily Mirror, or indeed the 
required reading of the average collier, as this statement 
appears to imply, stretches this reviewers incredulity too 
far! 

Finally, where do Tony Harrison and his poem, 
'V.' fit into the book? Readers may know that he wrote 
it at the height of M Thatcher's virulence and that it was 
set in a Leeds cemetery. The poem is about the decay and 
alienation of the human spirit during that period and 
underneath the cemetery lies an abandoned coal mine, 
which is alluded to in the poem. And Sherlock Holmes 
and the 'Molly Maguires'? The latter were an alleged 
terrorist secret society hell-bent on undermining the 
management of the Pennsylvanian coal mines. 
Management hired a Pinkerton detective to hunt down the 
members of the society and circa 1875, in a subsequent 
trial, twenty men were hung for their alleged activities in 
the society. Early in the 20th century, Pinkerton's son met 
Arthur Conan Doyle who was apparently fascinated by his 
account of the infiltration of the society and its downfall 
and Conan Doyle subsequently used it for the plot of his 
final novel, The Valley of Fear. 

Almost certainly not a book that will occupy the 
bookshelves of too many mining historian's, especially 
given its hefty price tag, it is certainly a book well worth 
reading. It also contains a good and useful bibliography 
and is well indexed. 
Peter Challis 

2. "Chumet Valley Iron. The Mills & Mines" by the late 
Herbert A Chester. Published 2003 by Landmark 
Publishing, Ashbourne. 96pp with photographs & plans. 
ISBN 1-84306-011-6. Cost £7.95. · 

This is the companion volume to the Cheadle 
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Coalfield by Herbert Chester, a local schoolmaster with an 
interest in local history. He researched many sources of 
information, many no longer available. Towards the end 
of his life he privately published two books: "Cheadle. 
Coal Town" and "The Iron Valley". 

This new edition of the second book is updated 
with OS Maps & extra photographs; the text is as the 
original. 

The Chumet Valley could not be recommended to 
the tourist seeking beauty spots, they are hidden by the 
many sites of industries scattered about the valley. 

This book documents in detail the mining of cherry 
red ironstone in the valley between Consall Forge and 
Froghall and Ipstone and Kingsley. 

Many millions of tons of iron ore were found from 
1853 up to 1923 when the last mine, Cheery Eye Mine 
closed. For 10 hours a day four boats, laden with red ore , 
passed the Black Lion Inn at Consall Forge. 

Consall Forge was no longer producing iron in the 
1850's, the earliest ironworks in the valley would appear 
to be at Eastwall dating from at least 1290. 

Most of the tramways, mills and other reminders 
have become overgrown or lost, but the hamlet of Consall 
Forge and its popular pub (The Black Lion ) and its 
preserved steam railway are reminders that the area was 
once heavily industrialised with mines, pits, mills, trains, 
tramways and canal traffic. Todays ramblers, quiet nature 
reserves and quiet canal boats belie its past history. 

This excellent book recalls the former days of the 
valley in detail and is a just companion to the first 
volume. 
Mike Luff 

BOOK PREVIEW 
1. "Victorian Slate Mining" by Ivor Wynne Jones. 2003, 
Landmark Publishing. 14lpp, numerous photos. ISBN 1 
84306 073 6. Cost £15.95. 

Slate was to North Wales what coal was to South 
Wales. Its extraction and transport created entire 
communities, with a network of roads and railways to 
connect mines and quarries to new harbours, from whence 
the world' s finest roofing material could be shipped across 
the globe. We know the Romans used some slate at 
Caemarfon and there was medieval use of slate roofs in 
Conwy. However it was the Industrial Revolution, and 
the need for something better than thatch to roof countless 
terraces of new houses sprouting around the factories, that 
prompted the proper exploitation of Welsh slate. 

This study is based upon the 1893-94 investigation 
by a Government Departmental Committee, appointed to 
investigate the conditions in the slate mines of North 
Wales. The study also incorporates photographs specially 
commissioned by the Home Office from the pioneering 
underground photographer J C Burrow. 

The damning report to Parliament by the Committee 
provides the only accurate survey of both the working and 
domestic conditions of a Victorian mining community -
conditions that would have been commonplace across 
Britain. 



PEAK DISTRICT MINES - OBS ERV A TIO NS AND 
DISCOVERIES - PART 6 
l. Owlet Hole, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

Within this lead and fluorspar mine, the shaft 
entrance at about SK 2918 5808 next to the steep footpath 
up from Temple Mine (keys available from the Mining 
Museum), there is a fine example of a small fireset level. 
This lies close to the main adit entrance (now in 
Gulliver' s Kingdom and thus not accessible), to the side 
of the main pipe working, and follows a small scrin. Its 
limestone roof and sides are sooted and have distinctive 
smooth surfaces that are characteristic of this method of 
working. The floor deposits contain burnt coal. At the 
end, the level has been e>..1ended twice, both trials using 
gunpowder. 

Present: John Barnatt, Dave Webb, Clive 
Waddington, Terry Worthington. 

2. Ochre Pits, Gradbach and Sough to Goldsitch Moss 
Colliery, Quarnford, Staffordshire. 

On the other side of the rivers from Manor Farm, as 
SK 0026 6637, there is well-preserved and highly unusual 
feature, comprising an elongated series of large embanked 
ponds just above river level. These were built as settling 
ponds to recover ochre, perhaps for use as a pigment. The 
ochre is derived from a sough part way the narrow stream 
valley running south (SK 0038 6611). The tail is now 
collapsed but water flows upwards from a hole 
immediately above, where there are thick bright-orange 
ochre deposits. The course of the sough can be traced 
above by the presence of two airshaft hillocks (and the 
possible site of a third), one of which still has an open 
shaft covered by a stone slab. It ran to the Goldsitch Moss 
Colliery, which was worked from medieval times to the 
19th century and where there are many shaft hillocks of 
different dates. 

Present: John Barnatt, Chris Heathcote. 

3. Coe and Possible Knockstone Bench, Fieldgrove Vein 
near Sheldon, Derbyshire. 

At the eastern end ofFieldgrove Vein, at SK 174 
693, alongside a rough lane and located in an adjoining 
field are the substantial remains of a coe with a possible 
central shaft. The coe appears to have been open-fronted 
and located at this point is a low stone - built and slightly 
rounded bench that possibly accommodated a knockstone. 
If tltis is the case then this feature is of importance 
because of its rarity. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Phil Shaw. 

4. Enterprise Mine. Coombes Dale, Stoney Middleton, 
Derbyshire. 

At SK 223 743, on the northern side of the dry 
tributary dale that enters Coombes Dale from the west, are 
to be found the surface features associated with Enterprise 
Mine. These consist of a run-in horse level, hillocks of 
waste materials and a series of three ore hoppers built into 
the dale side. On the opposite dale side, a partly run-in 
entrance to a level leads into high and narrow stopes. In 
close proximity there is a large circular pond with a 
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drainage channel leading to it from the old Sallet Hole 
Sough. 

Present: Chris Heathcote, Jim Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw. 

5. Nall Hole, Earl Rake, Bradwell, Derbyshire. 
At SK 165 801 on Earl Rake is the site of Nall Hole 

Mine, which was worked for both lead ore and calamine. 
At the site today there are large flat-topped hillocks 
containing several small ore-processing pits, perhaps for 
huddling, and at least one stone-lined connecting channel. 
Leading to the site is a narrow walled track possibly of 
mining vintage and also a semi-circular wall that could 
have edged a horse gin. The course of the rake, partly 
reworked and hillocks removed, is marked by an 
elongated series of belland yards that are sinuous in 
nature. There remain wide hollows along the vein and in 
one section narrow opencuts with the vein cheeks 
exposed. Here there are small areas of pickwork and a 
single shot11ole. Elsewhere there are several ponds and at 
least four possible miners stiles along the present public 
footpath. 

Present: John Bamatt, Chris Heathcote, Jim 
Rieuwerts. 

6. Opencuts, Northcliffe Vein, Calver Peak, Calver, 
Derbyshire. 

At SK 239 738 to the west ofNorthcliffe Wood there 
are a series of very narrow and deep opencuts in the vein. 
These are only accessible by the use of safety ropes which 
none of the present party possessed, therefore no details of 
tooling marks etc can be given at this time. It is possible 
that this is the location referred to by Humphrey in the 
1570s in connection with the use of his sieves and vats 
employed to re-work the small pieces of ore discarded as 
useless by the former miners. 

Present: Jim Rieuwerts, Phil Shaw, Chris Heathcote. 
If you have information on any of the sites noted 

or would like to contribute to future issues of this 
series of notes, please contact: Chris Heathcote, 15 
Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, Stockport, SK12 6TX 
(01298 814822) or John Bamatt, 21 The Front, 
Fairfield, Buxton, Derbys, SK17 7EQ Tel: 01298 
77923 , e-mail John.Barnatt@btinternet.com). 

A HOME WANTED FOR PAST EDITIONS OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

Cris Bull is looking to dispose of his collection of 
PDMHS Newsletters that contains virtually all of the 
Newsletters that have been published since August 1974. 
This collection is available to anyone who makes a 
donation to Society funds and can collect/pay for transport 
of the Newsletters. 

Anyone interested should contact Chris 
Tel: 07810 153567 
E-mail: chrisbull_ l08dmu@yahoo.co.uk 

) 

) 
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REOPENING AN UNDERGROUND 
BUILDING-STONE OUARRY AT GATTON 
(SURREY) - Continued from Newsletter No 105, 
January 2003. 

Reopening Tower Wood Quam 
It was decided to reopen Tower Wood quarry in 

Gatton, as the exact position and underground plan of this 
was known (it was last visited in the 1970s, when the 
writer assisted art historians from the British Museum in 
retrieving blocks of Reigate stone in connection with work 
on wall paintings from St Stephen's Chapel rescued after 
the fire at Westminster). With the agreement of the school 
authorities, funding from Historic Royal Palaces, and 
practical direction by the WCMS, a very large mechanical 
excavator was hired for a day. The quarry floor was 
known to be 7.4 metres below ground level, and the 
former crown-hole collapse was dug out to that depth, 
allowing access to the tunnels. A permanent access shaft 
of concrete rings was installed and fitted with a locked 
manhole cover to protect access. It is a condition imposed 
by the school that this entrance should only be used out of 
term time, and by prior arrangement through WCMS. 
WCMS have ex'tensive ex-perience in exploring and 
recording the east Surrey mines and quarries and in 
establishing secure entrances and maintaining access in 
liaison with landowners and occupiers. 

The Quarn1 

This pillar-and-stall quarry consists of seven or eight 
sub-parallel extraction tunnels running steeply down-dip, 
interlinked by remarkably few and narrow 
man-ways through the intervening pillars. Ceiling 
heights are even lower than in the Merstham and Chaldon 
quarries, of the order of 1.3 to 1.4 metres. As well as 
being very low (flat-out crawling over accumulated mud is 
essential to visit some areas). the quarry was found to be 
very wet, although not actually flooded. Large volumes of 
rejected rock or quarry spoil are stacked behind dry-stone 
walls down one side of each gallery. Numerous roof-falls 
have sealed off parts of the quarry, although no new 
roof-falls have occurred since the 1970s. The very narrow 
entrance drift at the southern extremity of the accessible 
working was identified, although this is now sealed and 
not recognisable at surface. Quarry walls and working 
faces have tool-marks (picks and wedges) characteristic of 
dimension-stone ex'traction, and low-level axle marks on 
tunnel sides and pillar corners indicating the use of low 
wheeled trolleys for stone movement (whereas sledge ruts 
are the norm in the Mersthan1 and Chaldon quarries and 
iron tramway plates were laid underground at Godstone). 
In one up-clip working bay there is an entirely different 
pattern of tool marks interpreted as evidence that at this 
point rough lumps of rock for use as hearthstone were 
mined (probably by and for Gatton Hall) for whitening 
floors, doorsteps, and hearths. 

No datable finds have been discovered yet, although 
mid l 9tl1 century clay tobacco pipes have been recovered 
from nearby underground quarries in the past. It seems 
likely that Tower Wood is, or is part of, the quarry known 
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to have been active in the period 1839 - 58. 

Results of stone analysis 
Samples from the quarries, and from extant 

buildings of medieval and later date, have been examined 
by optical and scanning electron microscopy, X-ray 
diffraction analysis and for porosity and dimensional 
stability on wetting and drying. Data for stone taken from 
buildings has recently been published in the Journal of 
Architectural Consen1ation (2001, volume 3, 7 - 23) and 
it is expected that quarry sample data will, also, be 
published shortly. The mineral compositions reported are 
extremely variable. The stone is so variable in 
composition that, in theory, matching stone in buildings 
to specific beds in the working faces in specific quarries 
should be possible. However, as to date quarries have 
been sampled at only six widely spaced locations (up to 
seven beds at any one site) over a distance along tlle 
outcrop of over seven kilometres, there are currently no 
particularly good matches, and a far denser san1pling grid, 
say every 100 metres, might be required to make this 
possible. The Chaldon - Merstham quarry tunnels 
complex alone contains at least 17 kilometres of accessible 
tunnels, but would be exceedingly difficult to sample on 
tllis scale, if only on account of tlle practicalities of 
powering an electrically driven core sampling drill so far 
underground, and the cost of scientific analysis of samples 
retrieved. 

Furt11er work envisaged 
As tlle main focus of medieval quarrying appears to 

have been in the Reigate - Merstl1am - Chaldon part of the 
Upper Greensand outcrop (with extraction east and west 
of this known or strongly suspected to be of relatively 
modern date), the Project Team would like to re-enter a 
Reigate quarry to take samples. However, apart from the 
Colley Hill hearthstone mine (stratigraphically too high, 
and known to be in an advanced state of collapse) no 
underground workings in Reigate have been accessible so 
far as is known for over a century, and although some 
entrance and crown hole collapse locations are known 
accurately, nothing is known of the underground layouts 
or the conditions of the quarries. Much of the Upper 
Greensand outcrop in Reigate is under residential 
property, where examination by the WCMS tends to be 
welcomed only when collapses in well-manicured lawns 
or near expensive houses occur! However, one possible 
'greenfield' site known to have been in use in the mid 19th 
century has been identified, and discussions opened witll 
the occupier. Whether attempts will be made to re-enter 
tllis quarry will depend on the progress and outcome of 
tliese discussions, and tlle availability of funding for tlle 
hire of anotl1er excavating machine and operator. 

Another possibility under consideration has been the 
location and descent of a well near Colley Hill which has 
been recorded as having broken tllrough ancient 
building-stone galleries (at a lower stratigraphic level than 
the hearthstone mine tunnels at that location). This is 
publicly accessible open space and access would require 
negotiation with the National Trust, careful planning to 



avoid damage to an important botanical site, and elaborate 
measures to ensure public safety (although exact location 
of the well and an examination of its condition might be 
thought to be an important safety question in its own 
right!). There have been one or two small crown hole 
collapses in the immediate area in recent years, so an 
examination of the ground here could be justified on 
health and safety grounds, with the possibility of 
archaeologically valuable information being gathered at 
the same time. This option is not at present under active 
consideration. 

Sketch-plan 
The sketch plan of Tower Wood Quarry, Gatton, was 

made by RP.Shaw in the 1970s, and was published in 
Proceedings of the Geologists' Association 86(4)(1976), 
page 577. The entrance shown, at a crown-hole collapse, 
was reopened in August 2000. The uncharacteristically 
narrow tunnel at the south end is the (blocked) original 
entrance. The new entrance is locked, and visits to the 
quarry should be arranged with Wealden Cave and Mine 
Society, in liaison with the school authorities, in school 
holidays only. Unauthorised persons in the residential 
school grounds can expect intensive investigation by the 
police! 
Paul WSowan 

NEW COAL MINING PRESERVATION GROUP 
The South Derbyshire Mining Preservation Group 

are looking for memorabilia for their proposed new Coal 
Mining Museum at Gresley Old Hall, Church Gresley, 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire. 

A library, an historical archive and a collection of 
mining related memorabilia are already being collected 
together to achieve this end. 

Anyone interested in this project should contact Tim 
Love, tel: 01283 218335 
Dr T Ford (Leicester Mercury) 

lWO SHEDS PITS - COOLHAM OR COOLEM 
COLLIERY - HIGHER PORTOBELLO PITS 

The first issue is to point out is that the tenn "Two 
Sheds" refers to a coal seam. "Two Sheds" is another 
name for the Simmondley Coal Seam. This is a seam in 
the Millstone Grit Series rather than a Coal Measures 
seam. However I cannot tell from the Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Memoir whether the coal worked here is the Simmondley 
Coal or the Ringinglow Coal (another Millstone Grit 
coal). 

The name of the colliery on the slopes of Eccles Pike 
is given in the book "Coal Mining around Whaley Bridge" 
by John Leach. To quote the last two paragraphs of 
Chapter 6: 

"Further up the hill was the Horwich House level 
(SK 01908060) which was driven by the Buxton Lime 
Company and will be discussed in the next chapter. On 
the top of the hill was the Mosley Hall pit (SK 02098143), 
which probably mined the Yard seam. It was connected to 
the Buxworth basin by an inclined house." 

"The most easterly working was the Coolham (or 
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Coolem) colliery which probably exploited a seam of 
Simmondley Coal (SK 028811) near Ollerenshaw. Its 
exact location is unknown except that it was on the former 
common land above Woodside Farm. Mr. Deakin of the 
paper mill near Buxworth is recorded as getting coal here 
in the late 1820's. He was in turn followed by a Mr 
Hallam of "Hazlegroove" (Hazel Grove) and then by 
Joseph Ford who opened a drift into the seam further 
down the hill. From October 1873 the mine was worked 
by Jonathan Jodrell who than lived at Horwich Villa, 
Horwich End. The land belonged to the executors of John 
Taylor of Highfield in Ollersett and Jodrell paid them 2d 
per load of 31h hundredweights (21 loads being reckoned 
as 20). Jodrell records that, prior to him reopening the 
mine, it had been 'stood some 40 years' and that previous 
to that, Mr. Taylor's father had worked it for some eight 
years. William Eagle reckoned the seam to be 8 to 12 
inches thick and that between October 1873 and August 
1876, Jodrell had paid royalties of £20 to the executors. 
On the basis that 21 loads were reckoned as 20, the 
production during this period would have been 441 tons." 

In the book "The Peak Forest Tramway" 
(Oakwood Press) by David Ripley, three tramways are 
mentioned. The first was a line from Higher Portobello 
Pits to Barren Clough and possible connection with the 
Peak Forest Tramway. This is shown on a 6-inch O.S. 
map. Higher Portobello is an area nearby. The second was 
a line from the Mosley Hall Pits to Bugsworth Basin pre 
1850. Is this the track descending to Gnat Hole? The third 
was a line from Bugsworth Pit to Bugsworth Basin prior 
to 1860. 

"The Bugsworth Complex of the Peak Forest Canal 
and Tramway" by Brian Lamb in "Derbyshire Miscellany" 
4:3 pp156-8, mentions a tramway run from Bugsworth to 
the Clough Head Pits, though no trace of it is now visible. 
Cloughhead is marked on the Ordnance Survey map as 
lying to the north ofBugsworth. Near here is Dolly Pit, 
with its converted engine-house. He also mentions the 
Bugsworth Hall Pit, which was situated behind the Hall. 
The mine buildings were demolished when the Bugsworth 
Tunnel was opened up, but apparently the chimney still 
existed in 1968, when the article was written. Chris 
Heathcote reports a blocked-up level near here. 
Dave Williams 

AN "EXPERIMENTAL MINE" AT BUXTON 
This "Mine" was at the Harpour Hill Field Station of 

the Mines Research Establishment. The original Safety in 
Mines Research Board was set up in 1921 and eventually 
had two research stations, the Buxton site was at Harpour 
Hill some 3 miles soutl1 of Buxton at an elevation of 
1400ft AOD, and an urban Research Station in Broad 
Lane, Sheffield. 

The Field Station was established in 1926 to provide 
facilities for large scale work on mine explosions, mine 
explosives and other experiments which could not be 
conducted in urban areas. In the early days much of the 
work was financed by tl1e Miners' Welfare Fund. This 
Field Station was set up partly to replace one at Eskmeals 
where the main gallery had been badly damaged in one of 
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the experiments. On the new site a 7ft diameter and a 1ft 
diameter gallery were constructed using parts from 
Eskmeals. There was also a new 4ft diameter gallery (or 
tube), lOOOft in length, along the line of a disused railway. 
The cost was about £35,000 for these galleries, complete 
with fans, observation stations, a gas holder, bunkers and 
a coal crusher. 

In 1928 part of the 4ft gallery was damaged and 
work was started on a new gallery by tunnelling through 
the hillside under the old 4ft gallery. The tunnel was 
driven on a rise of 1 in 30 from NW to SE for a distance 
of 700ft. It was 8ft high and 8ft wide. The limestone 
was found to be very broken and parts had to be thickly 
lined with concrete. At about mid length and at a 
maximum depth of 50ft, a side heading was formed for 
testing explosives and, at the NW end, a fan drift was 
constructed. The fan and the 3ft gauge railway (with 
diesel locos) were then completed. 

The prime purpose of the tunnel was to demonstrate 
coal dust explosions to visiting miners since there were 
still many who thought that every explosion was purely 
due to firedamp. In 1930 some 18 parties came to see U1e 
demonstration, a total of over 1800 persons, not counting 
small groups. The third party, on June 1st 1930, was from 
the Mining College, Oakengates, Shropshire. In 1932 over 
6000 came and by this time an Exhibition Hall and an 
above-ground concrete "Gob-fire Chamber" had been 
added. The Exhibition Hall contained a demonstration 
mine with a 30ft length of "Roadway" and a 30ft long 
"Coalface". 

In 1950, after the disastrous Cresswell Colliery fire, 
a fire study section was set up which gave the Explosion 
Tunnel a new lease of life. It proved very useful for large 
scale studies of fire underground using such mediums as 
foam to extinguish them. 

The writer first attended a Demonstration Day at 
Harpur Hill in November 1956. The centre of activity was 
the underground gallery where there was work being 
carried out on tlle various ways of extinguishing a mine 
fire. One particular test involved the use of a sheet of 
sieve-like material suspended at 45 degrees across the 
tunnel. On the out-bye side there was a jet of water 
containing detergent which the ventilating current was 
turning into bubbles. It was said that this would be carried 
to the fire and extinguish tlle flames. Smouldering would 
probably remain but these could probably be extinguished 
easily as the bubbles did not affect breathing. 

Nearby were two steel clad above ground galleries 
each 315ft long with a cannon at one end. One cannon 
contained 50lbs of coal dust the other contained 20lbs of 
coal dust and 30lbs of limestone dust. When fired the first 
produced a large black cloud through which flame soon 
spread, tlle second gave off a whitish cloud with only a 
small explosion at tlle point of ignition thus proving the 
value of stone dusting in coal mines. Other 
demonstrations included; hobnail boots in contact with 
aluminium from chewing tobacco packages when striking 
a rail produce sparks capable of igniting fire damp, and 
stemming shotholes containing explosive powder and gas 
and tllen firing. Other work was being carried out for 

other industries such as explosions in crank cases on ships 
and flour dust in mills. 

By 1962 work was being hampered by the structural 
weakness of the tunnel used for explosions and by the 
small cross section of the 4ft diameter gallery. A new 
reinforced concrete surface explosion gallery l ,200ft long, 
7ft high and having a arch shaped cross section, was 
constructed along ilie same alignment as ilie 4ft gallery. 

On a further visit in May 1963 the writer found the 
tunnel equipped wiili railway and locos, the old 315ft long 
surface gallery and the new l ,200ft gallery were all in use. 
Also, a nearby disused quarry fa~ was being used to test 
rock heading machines in forming tunnels - to help decide 
the best for the proposed Channel Tunnel, so he was told! 

References 
Reports of SMRB Volume 2, 1926 pages 4 to 5; 

Volume 7 1931pages4 to 6 and plates; Volume 10 
1935 pages 5 to 6. 

A History of Mine Safety Research in Great Britain 
by A R Roberts and J E King 1986, published by the 
Healili and Safety Executive. 
Dr Ivor J Brown 

Special Note relating to the above article 
Does anyone know the present status of this site? 

Also, what is the staus of ilie nearby old underground 
mushroom farm? 

Has anything been written about these underground 
galleries and does anyone know who might be the contact 
at the site so that, possibly, a Society visit could be 
organised? 

Would anyone who can provide any of the above 
information please contact John Thorpe, PDMHS 
Secretary, c/o Peak District Mining Museum, South 
Parade, Matlock Bath, MATLOCK, DE4 3NR. Tel: 01629 
583834. 

EXCURSION TO THE COAL. STEEL AND 
RAILWAY INDUSTRY IN THE UKRAINE 
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This will take place from 24 August 2003 (leaving 
Kiev on Sunday) until 6 September 2003 (arriving in Kiev 
on Saturday). Railway connection from and to Berlin and 
flight connection will be enabled. 

The Ukraine is a country which is rich in mineral 
resources. Having a source of coal and iron ore, an 
extensive coal and steel industry was developed. In many 
towns the industrial landscapes of today are similar to the 
Ruhr (Pittsburgh, Sheffield) of the fifties. An extensive 
railway network, as well as many streetcar and trolleybus 
operations offer, together with mines, coking plants, blast 
furnaces, steel plants, cable railways and slagheaps, an 
atmosphere of industry which is hardly imaginable for 
many people today, 

The planned journey will lead to important industrial 
towns, mines and iron and steel works as well as to their 
railways. In each one of the towns visited, ilie possibility 
to visit the corresponding streetcar or trolleybus network 
exists. In the iron and steel works of the Ukraine, there 
are still numerous Siemens Martin Furnaces, for the 



production of steel in operation and we will try to visit 
several of these furnaces. One speciality of the Donbass 
are the coal mines, which have sloping shafts. We will try 
to visit one of these coal mines. Also, we want to 
investigate the many unknown operations of the railways 
which belong to the operation plants, both standard and 
narrow gauge. Unknown types of locomotive are found 
operating in these areas. 

The excursion will use the hotel train of the travel 
organiser. Dzherelo, from Kiev. 

The cost is likely to be about 1150 Euro. 
Contact details were missing from the 

documentation received from the PDMHS member in 
Minden. Requests for further infonnation etc should be 
sent to Edgar Bergstein, Goebenstrasse 55, 32423 
MINDEN, Germany. 

MINING BOOKS FOR SALE 
The following books are available for purchase:-

1. North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical 
Engineers Transactions, 35 leather bound volumes 
ranging from Volume 1 1852 to Volume 34 1884-85. 

All complete with plates intact, index Vol l to Vol 
XVII 

£3,200 or nearest offer. 

2. "Fossil Fuels, The Collieries and Coal Trade of Great 
Britain" by J. Holland. 1835, 485 pages. 

Very rare, £85 .00. 

3. "Rules for recovering coal mines after explosions" by 
WE Garforth. 1909, 71 pages with linen map of Altofts 
Colliery explosion. 

Very rare £50.00. 

4. "The Investigation of Mine Air", by Sir Clement Le 
Neve Foster. 1905, 190 pages which includes a very rare 
Appendix on the mine disaster at Snaefell Lead Mine of 
1897. 

£50.00 

5. "Accidents in Mines. North Staffordshire Coalfield", 
by Arthur Robert Sawyer, 1886, 302 diagrams of 
accidents in Coal and Ironstone Mines. 

Rebound but very rare. £180.00 

6. "Practical Treatise on Mine Engineering" by G C 
Grenwell. Second edition 1868. Rebound but in very good 
condition. 255 pages of text, with 61, A3 size, colour 
plates of mining machinery, pumping engines, winding 
engines, early haulage engines, geology with mine 
layouts. 

£150.00 

7. "Comstock Mining and Miners" by Elliot Lord. 
United States Geological Survey 1883, 442 pages. 
Rebound but again in good condition with plates and 
maps. 

£120.00. 
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For further details, please contact John Cornwell, 
The Old Tenniscourt Farmhouse, Wells Road, Hallatrow, 
BRISTOL, BS39 6EJ. Tel: 01761 453622. 

UK COAL LTD NEWS 
In January 2003 UK Coal Ltd announced that five 

more collieries (Clipstone Colliery and the Selby 
Collieries) would be closed by March 2004. UK Coal Ltd 
would then only be operating eight collieries. 

At the same time as this announcement, the 
Company announced the commisssioning of Britain' s 
most expensive coalface. This 295 metre long, 5 metre 
high " retreat face" in the Warwickshire Thick Coal at 
Daw Mill Colliery cost £20m and is producing it's target 
output of over 43,000 tons per week. A conveyor mounted 
ranging shearer cutter loader is used on the face. 

Dr I JBrown 

NAMH02003 
Don't forget the NAMHO 2003 Conference which is 

being held at Rathnew, Co Wicklow, Ireland on the 6 - 8 
June 2003 . The Conference will include talks on Irish 
Mining, as well as surface and underground visits to 
mining sites. In the week after the Conference there will 
be opportunities to visit other mine sites in Ireland 

Further information is available from Mathew 
Parkes, MHTI, c/o Geological Survey of Ireland, Beggars 
Bush, Haddington Rd, DUBLIN. 

E-Mail : <mathewparkes@gsi.ie>. 
Web site: <www.mhti.com>. 

COPY FOR THE JULY 2003 EDITION OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

The deadline for material for the next edition of the 
Newsletter is 5 June 2003. Copy, articles, photographs, 

letters etc should be sent to:-
Wes Taylor, 18 Station Lane, Walton on Trent, 

SW ADLINCOTE, Derbys, DE12 8NA. 
Tel:- (01283) 713315. 

E-Mail:- wes@wtaylor44.fsnel.co.uk 

PEAK DISTRICT MINES IDSTORICAL SOCIETY LTD 

Company No 1227931 Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Charity No 504662 

Registered Office: Peak District Mining Museum, The 
Pavilion, South Parade, Matlock Bath, Matlock, 

Derbyshire, DE4 3NR. 
Tel:- (01629) 583834. 

SOCIETY WEB SITES 
Society: www.pdmhs.com 
Museum: www.peakmines.co.uk 

The contents of this Newsletter are in the Public Domain 
and may be reproduced without permission provided due 
acknowledgement is made of the source. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
the Society. Copy sul>mitted for publication is not 
checked by the Editor for accuracy. 


